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PREFACE. 


TH  E  circumflances  and  anions  of  the  People, 
whofe  hiftory  is  related  in  this  work,  ftand 
fingle  and  original  in  the  annals  of  the 
world.  A  nation,  who,  from  remote  antiquity, 
were  diftinguifhed  by  their  independency  of  fpirit, 
defending  for  ages  the  rights  of  nature  and  of  liberty 
in  the  bofom  of  their,  native  mountains,  affords  a 
fped:acle  fufficiently  interefting,  to  awaken  curiofity, 
to  excite  admiration,  and  to  call  forth  every  liberal 
fentiment.  . 

It  is  therefore  a  juft  occafion  of  regret,  as  well 
as  of  furprife,  that  the  Hiftory  of  Wales  is  no 
where  to  be  found,  to  this  day,  but  in  the  Chronicle 
of  the  monk  Caradoc  of  Llancarvan  ;  in  wliich 
nothing  farther  is  given,  than  a  fimple  detail  of 
fads.     In  this  interefting  field  of  hiftory,  no  attempt 

has 
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has  yet  been  made,  to  inveftigate  the  motives  of 
policy,  to  trace  back  effedls  to  their  caufes,  to 
delineate  with  juft  difcrimination  perfonal  or  national 
characters,  and  to  digeft  the  materials  o£  the  nar- 
ration into  that  perfpicuous  order  which  is  effential 
to  the  grace  and  utility  of  hiftorical  compofltion. 

This  deficiency,  the  author  has  attempted  to 
fupply,  in  the  work  now  offered  to  the  world.  The 
defign  will  be  allowed  to  be  laudable ;  with  what 
fuccefs  it  has  been  executed,  it  remains  for  the 
public  to  determine.  He  flatters  himfelf,  that  he 
has  opened  many  new  fources  of  information  ;  he 
has  alfo  been  careful  to  examine  the  old ;  and  it  is 
with  confidence  he  can  fay,  that  he  has  neither 
fervilely  tranfcribed,  nor  implicitly  followed  the 
modern  hiftorians.  What  he  has  done,  neither 
precludes,  nor  is  intended  to  preclude,  the  future 
labours  of  other  writers  who  are  deeply  read  in  the 
Welfh  language  and  manufcripts.  The  field  is  ftill 
open  to  a  more  able  hiftorian,  and  to  the  profound 
rcfearches  of  the  learned  antiquary. 

From  an  idea,  that  minute  inquiries  into  the 
antiquities  of  a  country  are  not  properly  within 
the  province  of  the  general  hiftorian,  the  author 
has  purpofely  declined  them ;  and  therefore  hopes 

9  he 
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he  fhall  not  be  charged  with  deficiency,  in  not 
having  executed  what  it  was  never  his  intention  to 
undertake. 

It  is  not  the  leaft  praife  of  an  hiflorian,  that 
his  writings  do  not  difcover  his  country :  left  from 
the  fentiments  ^hich  breathe  through  the  following 
pages  the  author  fhould  be  thought  to  have  failed 
in  this  effeiitial  point,  he  thinks  it  heceffary  to. 
declare  that  he  is  an  Englifhman;  and  whatever 
preponderancy  may  be  difcovered  in  this  work  to 
the  fide  of  the  Welfh,  it  is  neither  the  partiality 
of  an  author  to  his  fubjeft,  nor  the  prejudice  of  a 
native ;  but  the  voluntary  tribute  of  juftice  and 
humanity  which  is  due  to  the  caufe  of  freedom,  and 
the  violated,  rights  of  nature.    * 

.  In  the  courfe  of  this  work  the  author  has  been 
much  indebted,  for  the  perufal  of  the  works  of  many 
valuable  writers,  to  Thomas  Faulkner,  Efq;  of  Chefter ; 
a  gentleman  who  mingles  with  deep  erudition  the 
liberal  defire,  of  giving  his  afliftance  to  any  defign, 
which  may  be  ufeful  to  the  republic  of  letters.  He 
is  under  the  like  obligation  to  Philip  Yorke,  Efq; 
of  Erthig,  near  Wrexham,  in  Denbighfhire ;  whofe 
tafte  and  knowledge  in  literature,  whofe  gen- 
tlenefs   of  manners   and  benevolent  fpirit,  render 

him 
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him  an  amiable  friend,  and  a  valuable  man.  For 
the  improved  orthography  of  the  Wellh  words 
interfperfed  through  the  work,  the  author  has  been 
indebted  to  the  ingenious  Mr.  William  Gwen,  of 
London. 


Necejfarf 


/ 


J^ecejfary  Directioks  to  the  Reader  wht>  is  a  Stranger  to  the  Welsh 
Language;  Jhewing  the  right  Pronunciation  af  all  the  Letters 
'  that  differ  from  the  English  OATHOGRAt^ny, 


TO  read  Wclfti,  a  right  Knowledge  of  the  Alphabet  is  all  that  is 
neceffary  i  for,  (not  going  to  a  nicety)  all  the  Letters  retain  one 
invariable  Sound>  which  muft  be  diftinftly  pronounced,  as  there  are 
ho  Mutes.  Letters  that  are  circumflexed  muft  be  pronounced  long,  as 
Bon  like  the  Englijfh  Bone^  BwHj  Boon  $  ^n^  Been,  &c, 

C,  as  CEnglifli  in  Ca$i  bOt  ndver  ^ft  is  id  City. 

Cbj  as  the  Greek  x  properly  pronounced.  If  ihftead  of  touching 
the  Palate  with  the  Tip  of  the  Tongue  to  pronounce  K,  you  touch  it 
with  the  Root,  it  will  effeft  this  found. 

DJy  as  TIT  Englilh  in  ^em  i  that  is  ^ry  foft  5  not  hard  as  ia 
^bought. 

Fy  asTEnglifli. 

Ff,  as-Fand/yEnglifli. 

G,  as  G  Englilh  in-GoJ,  but  never  foft  as  in  XSmius. 

.  Ij  n  I  Englifh  in  King^  and  ee  in  Been ;  but  never  as  /  in  Fine^ 
Fine,  according  to  the  Welfh  Orthography,  would  be  pronounced 
Veend. 

X/,  as  Z  Afpirated ;  and  can  be  reprefented  in  Englilh  only  by  Lk 
or  Llh« 

^bj  as  n  Englifli  in  Thought  j  but  never  foft  as  in  l^hem. 

XT,  as  /  Englilh  in  Blijs,  This,  It,  &c. 

JVji  as  Oo  Englilh  in  Good. 

Ty  ,as  U  Englilh  in  Burn,  though  in  the  lad  Syllable  of  a  Word, 
^nd  all  Monofyllablcs,  except  Y,  Ydd,  Ym,  Yn,  Yr,  Ys,  Fy,  Dy, 
Myn,  it  is  like  I  ia  Sin,  It,  &c.  both  its  Powers  are  nearly  (hewn  ia 
the  Word  Sundry,  or  Syndry. 


ERRATA, 


ThI^  46^  luw  I9>  forSuffoIki  xuASuJix* 

48,  74,  for  which  was  allotted,  Ttid  which  had  Inn  aSotiti* 

9«  for  when  land,  read  when  landsm 
99  for  and  with  it,  read  and  with  them» 
129  for  without  attendance,  read  witbwt  atttndansu 
9,^,  foT  de^afiion,  tt2.^  devaftatiQn% 
%,  for  fo,  Tczdfor, 
5i  for  though,  read  thought* 


U9» 

3x0, 

4S4> 

4^1* 
48J, 
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BOOK      I. 

CONTAINING  A  REVIEW  OF  THE  BRITISH  HKTORT  BEFORE  THC 
RETREAT  OF  THE  ROMANS  OUT  OF  BRITAIN. 


It  is  probable*  that  Britain  was  firft  colonifed  by  die  Gauls,' 
about  one  thouiand  years  before  the  birth  of  our  Saviour  $' 
a  period  of  time  coeval  with  the  rdgns  of  David  and  Solomon. 
The  names  of  Albion,*  and  of  Briuun/  are  fuppofed  to  have 
been  f^ven  to  the  ifland  l^  the  Bel^c  Gauls^  who  inhabited  tile 
oppofite  (hores. 

m 
m 

«  Verflegan,  cap.  IV.  p.  88.    Bjachanani  Recum  Scoticarum  lHfiori%  p.  67.  Atom 
terdamedit. 

*  WKkoJtcrft  kiftory  of  Manchcttcr,  li  edit.  toI.  I.  p.  7.       ^  -**Ibid.  p.  10. 

♦  On  the  etymotc^of  thit  name,  ft*  ibid.  ^^ii.  and  Humfrey  Lhuyd's  BreTiary  . 
«f  Britaini  p.-^S.    N.  B.  He  wrote  in  the  year  1568. 

B  It 
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It  is  common  to  all  people,  who  derive  their  ideas  from  the- 
few  objedls  which  arife  in  a  ftate  of  nature,  to  give  names  to 
perfons  and  to  things,  from  the  peculiar  circumftances  incident 
to  tliem.  Accordingly,  the  Gauls  gave  to  thisr  country  the  name 
of  Albion,  from  the  eminences  and  chalky  cliffs,  which  werq 
conftantly  expofed  to  their  view/ 

It  was  fbmewhat  more  than  three  centuries  before  the  Roman 
invafion  of  Britain,  that  the  northern  tribes  of  Europe  began 
that  fpirit  of  emigration^  which  afterwards  like  a  deluge  oven* 
whelmed  the  weftem  world.  It  was  like  wife  albout  that  period, 
that  the  Belgae,  forfaking  their  native  feats  upon  the  banks  of  the 
Rhine,  migrated  into  Britain,*  and  fettled  in  the  weftem,  and 
in  the  fouthem  parts  of  the  ifland/ 

The  language  of  the  ancient  Britons,  their  religion  and 
Druidical  inftitutions»  as  well  as  their  attachment  to  that  Order 
of  men  called  BarJs^*  were  exa£Uy  fimilar  to  thofe  which  pne- 
Vailed  among  their  probable  anceftors  the  Gauls/ 


Before  the  time  of  Caefar'ls  invafion,  the  ifland  was  divided 
into  three  parts,  Lloegria  or  England,  Albania  or  Scotland,  and 

I  Whitaker^t  Hift.  of  Manchefter,  ^d  edit.  p.  lo. 
*  Rowland's  Mona  Andqua,  Dublin  edit.  fe^.  IV.  p.  4  9. 
»  Whitaker*s  Hift.of  M«ncliefier|  fccond  edit,  p-  2%%.    Buchanan  Hlfl.  Scot.Rer^ 
p.  55.  ♦  BiirM.  A  Buchanan's  Hift.  Scot.  Rex.  p.  53,  67. 

» 

2  Cambria 
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Cambria  or  the  province  of  Wales.'  Each  of  thde  was  fahr 
divided  into  diftri6ts  under  their  refpeftive  Reguli,  over  which 
they  prefided  with  a  limited  authority.*  The  principles  of  civil 
liberty  are  difcemed  in  the  polity  of  ancient  Britain,  in  the  re- 

■ 

ftraint  which  was  laid  upon  the  fovereign  power  by  general  af- 
femblies,  whofe  concurrence  with  the  royal  auth^ity  was  necef- 
fary  to  ena£t  or  to  abrogate  laws.  The  order  of  fucceflion  in 
die  Britiih  ftates  was  commonly  hereditary.  But  the  idea  of 
indefeafible  right  had  not,  in  that  early  period,  afFefted  the  pnn** 
ciples  of  government ;  for  the  line  of  fucceffion  was  frequently 
broken  by  the  kii^  and  nobility,  who&  concurrence  for  this 
purpoie  was  abfolutely  neoeflary.'  The  equal  divifion  (^  pro-^ 
perty  by  Gavel  kind  uniformly  took  place  in  the  di^fijtion  of 
private  inheritance.^ 

Such  was  the  regulation  of  the  Britifh  dates  in  times  of 
tranquillity,  when  no  domeftic  or  foreign  danger  threatened  the 
public  fafety.  But  in  feafons  of  emergency,  when  the  Common- 
Weal  called  for  the  union  and  the  force  which  refult  from  the 
government  of  one  head,  the  confederated  princes  elected  a  fu- 
preme  fovereign ;'  and  the  perfon  who  was  called  to  this  dignity 

'  Humfrey  Lhuyd,  p-  lo. 
*  Rowland  Mon.  Ant.  p.  171.     Whitaker*s  Hift-  of  Manchefter,  ad  edit.  vol.  h 
P*  336.  vol.  II.  p.  69  92,  206. 

'  Whitaker,  ibid.  vol.  I.  p.  335.  *  ibid.  p.  363. 

'  Rowland,  p.  17 it    Whitaker,  ibid,  vol.1,  p.  ^06,  207. 
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had  the  title  of  Brenbin  Prydain  0/Ij  or  the  king  of  all  Britain/ 
This  occafional  honour,  by  a  maxim  of  ftate,  was  originally 
confined  to  one  Imperial  line ;  and  in  later  times  was  continued 
through  its  two  branches,  the  Cynefbian  and  Cormvall  families, 
until  it  finally  clofed  in  the  perfon  of  Cadwalader,  the  laft  king 
of  the  ancient  Britons/  As  unlimited  authority  was  veiled  in 
the  fupreme  foverdgn,  it  is  probable,  that  the  Britons  did  not 
fufler  fuch  a  power  to  continue  beyond  the  feafon  of  neceflity 
and  danger. 

The  love  of  glory,  like  every  other  paflion,  is  hdghtened  by 

indulgence,  and  becomes  infatiate  in  proportion  to  the  extent 

and  variety  of  conquefts.    Under  the  impulfe  of  •  this   fpirit. 

About  fiftjr  Julius  C^cfar  invaded  Britain^    The  feafon  of  the  year  not  il- 

years  before  ,  , 

theChrifiian  lowmg  him  to  cxtcud  his  conquefts,  he  concluded  a  peace  with 
the  natives ;  and,  having  taken  hoftages  for  its  obfervance,  he 
fuddenly  embarked  in  the  night  for  Gaul/  The  fpring  following 
he  returned  with  a  confiderable  reinforcement.  On  this  occa- 
iion,  Caflivellaunus  ^  was  vefted  with  the  fupreme  command  of 
the  war,  by  a  general  aflfembly  of  the  Britiih  States*     Having  re- 

* 

ceived  confiderable  lofles,  his  territories  having  been  laid  waile» 
and  efpecially  being  alarmed  at  the  revolt  of  the  auxiliary  Britons, 
he  was  foon  after  obliged  to  fue  for  peace;^    Before  that  time 

'  Rowland's  Men.  Ant.  p«  lyx*  ^  ibid.  p.  171. 

*  Caefar'a  Comment.  Gracvius*  cdir.  lib.  IV,  p*  1459 154. 

*  Cafvodlkn.  4  Csikr,  ibid.  lib.  V.   p.  176, 

Ca&Iar 
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Cadkr  had  inarched  mto  the  cotintry  as  far  as  the  Thames^'  and 
having  forded  that  river  near  Windfor,  he  ftormed  Verulamium,* 
the  principal  town  in  the  territory  of  Caffivellaunus.  After  this 
expedition,  being  afraid  of  commotions  in  Gaul,  he  received  the 
fubmiflion  of  the  Britons ;  and  taking  with  him  hoftages  for  the 
fecurity  of  the  peace,  he  returned  to  the  continent.' 

The  death. of  Caefar,  with  the  fucceeding  troubles  in  the 
Empire,  allowed  the  Britons  to  enjoy,  ibme  years,  a  feafbn  of 
tranquillity ;  and  which  was  continued  through  the  reigns  of 
Auguftus  and  Tiberius,  produced  by  the  rational  policy  of  re* 
ihi^ing  the  boundaries  of  the  Roman  Empire. 

The  great  preparations  which  Caligula  made  for  the  invafion    a.  d 


of  Britain,  ended  in  a  vain  parade  upon  the  ocean,  and  in  offer- 
ing infult  to  the  dignity  of  a  Roman  Senate/ 

In  the  reign  of  the  Emperor  Claudius,  the  Romans  gained  a 
permanent  footing  in  the  Ifland,   owing  to  the  divifions,  which 

'  Tafwyfc  or  Tame  Water, 

*  Verolanum  takes  its  name  from  the  river  VVer,  called  in  Britidi  Gwernlan, 
Caer  Municipium  by  the  Romans,  and  Verlamcefter  by  the  Saxons,  by  whom  it  was 
deflroycd.    Humfrey  Lhuyd's  Breviary,  p,  24. 
.    '.Caefar's Comment-  Graevius*  edit.  lib.  V,  p.  i6x,  164,  165,  175,  176. 

^  Dion  Caffius,  Leunclavii  edit,  lib.  LIX.  p.  659.  Inftead  of  invading  Britain^ 
Caligula  employed  his  foldiers  in  gathering  cockle'fhells  into  their  helmets,  from  the 
fea-(hore,  as  the  fpoils  of  the  enemy ;  and  fent  letters  to  the  Roman  Senate.  de« 
manding  a  triumphi  as  if  he  had  obtained  a  vi<Slory  over  the  enemy. 

had 
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had  ever  fubfifted  among  the  Britons.  The  Belgic  inhabitants, 
who  were  engaged  in  commerce,  and  who  redded  in  the  towns 
of  the  Ifle  of  Wight,'  and  in  thofe  which  lay  upon  the  weftern 
coaft,  were  with  fbmc  difficulty  fubdued  by  Vefpafian.*  The 
native  Britons,  more  independent  and  brave  from  thdr  different 
habits  of  life,  continued  their  refiftance  againft  Plautius  and 
Oftorius  Scapula,  who  fucceflively  commanded  the  Roman  armies. 
On  the  arrival  of  Plautius  in  his  government,  he  defeated  the 
Britons  in  feveral  adlions ;  but  finding  that  his  vi£lories  proved 
indecifive,  and  fedng  them  prepared  for-  further  refiftance,  he 
defired  that  the-Emperor  would  take  in  perfon  the  command  of 
the  forces.'  When  Claudius  joined  the  army,  which  lay  encamp- 
ed upon  the  banks  of  the  Thames,  he  found  the  pafTage  of  that 
A.  D.  river  difputed.  The  Britons,  however,  were  at  length  obliged  to 
give  way,  and  he  advanced  into  the  country  of  the  Trinobantes,* 
and  took  the  flrong  fortrefs  of  Camulodunum,'f'  which  had  been 
the  refidence  of  the  Britifh  king  Cunobeline.  J  Thefe  fortunate 
events  were  immediately  followed  by  the  fubmifBon,  or  the  con- 
quefl,  of  other  nations. 

When  the  affairs  of  the  Provinces  were  fettled,  the  Emperor 
returned  to  Rome,  leaving  the  newly  fubdued  flates,  and  the 

.  ■  Called  Wight  by  the  Saxons,  but  Gwydd  by  the  Britons,  fignifying,  a  con- 
fpicuous  place.    Humfrey  Lhuyd,  p.  17. 

*  Suetonius,  Oxford  edit,  book  VIII.  p.  240. 

'  Dion  Cai^us,  Leuncl.  lib.  LX«  p.  679. 
*  Tre^ti'oiantwyu    '        f  CamaUd-ddin  and  Camddin*  %  Cynfelyn. 

further 
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farther  conqueft  of  Britain^  to  the  diredion  of  Plautius.  The 
name  of  Britannicus  which  Claudius  aifumed,  on  his  return 
into  Italy^  and  the  fplaidour  of  his  triumph,  mark  the  formi- 
dable idea,  which  had  been  conceived  of  the  Britiih  arms,  by 
the  Roman  people/ 

During  the  remainder  of  the  government  of  Plautius,  no 
confiderable  advances  were  made  in  the  conqueft  of  the  country  ^ 
and  he  foon  after  retumed  to  Rome,  and  was  fucceeded  by 
Oftorius  Scapula. 

This  general  found  the  afiairs  of  his  province  in  the  greateft  a.  d. 
confufion.  The  winter  had  already  commenced :  the  Iccni,^  the 
Brigantes,-^  and  other  nations,  thinking  they  had  little  to  dreid 
from  a  new  general  who  was  unknown  to  the  army,  revolted 
md  had  recourie  to  arms.  Aft^  feveral  bloody  encounters, 
thefe  nations  were  reduced  to  obedience,  and  Oftorius  carried 
has  arms  into  many  parts  of  Britain,  >^hich  bad  been  hitherto 
imknown. 


In  this  expedition  he  forced  his  way  through  the  Cangi,*  who 
<^pofed  him,  in  whom  the  principal  ftrength  of  each  natioh 

■  IMon  Caifius,  Leunch  lib.  LX«  p.  679. 
♦  UcbcynUid^  Upper  fettlers.  f  Brigyntwys^  Firft-comen. 

*  Goet^npaid.    Eacli  nation  or  tribe  had  numbers  of  flout  young  men,  called  Cangi, 
wlM^e  bufinefs  was  to  j^rote^t  the  cattle,  and  remoTc  them  from  one  pallure  to  another* 

Baxter's  Gloflary,  p.  73^  . 

con- 
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-  confiftcd  J   and,  continuing  his  marchj  he  penetrated  as  far  as 
the  coaft  which  lies  upon  the  Irifli  fea/ 

In  the  courfe  of  this  war,  the  fate  of  Britain  depended  upon 
the  virtues  and  military  talents  of  Caraftacus  »    .This  prince  was 
fovereign  of  the  territory  inhabited  by  the  Ordovices*f  and  tl^e 
Silures,  J  and  was  the  fon  of  the  late  king  Cunobeline.*    Having 
with  infinite  refources,  and  with  variety  of  fortunes,  oppofed, 
nine  years,*  the  Roman  arms,  he  was  at  length  obliged  to  retire 
among  the  Silures.    And  this  brave  people,  whom  n«ther  mild- 
nefs  nor  feverity  had  fubdued,  eagerly  ranged  under  his  conduft. 
In  order  to  preferve  their  territories  from  bang  made  the  feat 
of  war,  Cara6^acus  marched  into  the  country  of  the  Ordovices, 
where  liie  Rationed  his  army  in  a  fitifation,  chofen  with  great 
military  fkill,*    At  this  place,  he  was  oppofed  by  Oftorius  with 
the  legionary  troops.    The  few  moments  which  preceded  this 
important  a£Hon,'were  employed  by  Cara£lacus  in  animating^ 
his  foldiers.  But  their  valour  was  unequally  oppofed  to  the  force' 
of  difcipline;  and  the  Britifli  camp  was  ftormed  with  great 

•  Tac^  AnntOe*,  Antwerp  edit.  lib.Xfl.  p.  195,  196.       .       .        • 
*  Caradcg,  »  Humfrey  Lhuyd't  Breviary,  p.  32,  33. 

t  JiJJjJuicbt   the  inhabitants  who  had  fettled    beyond  or  north  of  the  Dyfr. 

Lewis  Morris. 
X  J/ehvyr,  Lowlanders,  being  the  inhabitants  of  the  lower  part  of  Wales,  between 
the  Severn  and  Wys.    L.Morris. 

»  Baxter^  Gloflary,  p.  67.  '   4  Humfrey  Lhuyd'«  Brev.  p.  ja.      '  * 

5  Humfrey  Lhuyd^  Brcv,  p.  33,  34,  called  CaetCaradcg^  an  eminence  fituated  be- 
tween the  rivers  Clue  and  Clevidia  in  Shropihire. 

(laughter^ 


\  ■ 


—  -     -    • 


I  Taciti  Ann.  lib.  XII.  p.  196,  197. 

*  The  fpeech  of  CaraAacus  to  the  Emperor  Claudius.  Tacit.  Annal.  lib.  XII. 
^*  If  the  moderation  of  my  mind  in  profperity  had  been  anfwerable  to  my  quality 
<*  and  fortune,  I  might  have  come  a  friend  rather  than  a  capdve^  into  this  city  ;  and 
**  you  without  difhonour  might  have  entered  into  league  with  me,  royally  dcfcended, 
**  and  then  at  tke  head  of  many  nations.  As  my  fiate  at  prefent  is  difgraccful ;  fo 
«<  yours  is  honourable  and  glorious.  I  had  horfes,  men,  arms  and  riches ;  why  then 
**  is  it.flrange  I  fhould  be  loath  to  part  with  them  ?  But  (ince  your  power  and 
**  empire  muft  be  univerfal,  we  of  courfe  among  all  others  muft  be  fubjciSl.  If  I 
**  "had  immediately  yielded^  neither  my  fortune  nor  your  glory  had  been  fo  eminent 
"  in  the  world.     My  grave  would  have  buried  the  memory  of  it  as  well  as  me  : 

**  whereas  if  you  fuffer  me  to  live  now,  your  clemency  will  live  in  me  for  evcr^  as 

•  - 

^  an  example  to  after  ages." 

C  The 
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flaughter,  though  not  without  confiderable  refiftance.     In  this    A.  D.  y 

bftttle,  the  wife  and  daughter  of  the  Britifti  king  were  taken 
prifoners ;  and  his  brothers,  foon  after,  furrendered  themfelves, 
Caraflacus  himfelf  furvived  this  misfortune,  to  experience  a  more 
cruel  deftiny.  After  his  defeat,  retiring  to  the  country  of  the 
Brigantes,  Cartifmandua,  the  queen  of  that  territory,  with  a 
view  of  gaining  the  friendfhip  of  the. Romans,  or  afraid  of  their 
reientment,  betrayed  him  into  the  hands  of  Oftorius ;  and  he 
was  lent  to  Rome  as  a  prifoner  of  the  utmoft  importance.    A  / 

general  curiofity  was  excited  in  Italy,  to  behold  the  figure  of 
this  extraordinary  man,  whofe  fuperior  talents  and  virtue  had 
been  {o  long,  and  fo  ably  employed  in  oppofing  the  Roman 
power.*  The  magnanimity  of  this  prince,  when  he  \vas  ex- 
hibited a  public  fpeflacle  at  Rome,  has  been  a  frequent  fabje£);  j 
of  encomium.*                                                          '                                    ' 


I 


t 
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The  habits  of  war  and  of  conqueft,  with  the  criiel  nature  of 
their  popular  amufements,  had  introduced  into  the  character  of 
the  Romans  a  degree  of  ferocity,  inconfiftent  with  juft  ideas  pf 
heruifm ;  and  which,  too  frequently,  fteeled  them  againft  the 
imprefllons  of  pity,  and  led  tliem  to  difdain,  as  unmanly  weak- 
nefs,  the  finer  feelings  of  humanity. 

A.  D.         This  defeat  of  the  Silures  was  foon  revenged,  by  feveral  vie- 
^^'      tories  which  they  gained  over  the  Roman  forces ;  and  in  this 
fituation  Oftorius  died,  worn  out  with  anxiety  and  fatigue/ 

^FTER  his  death,  the  Emperor  fent  Aulus  Didius  into  Bri- 
tain :   but  the  age  of  that  general  prevented  any  extraordinary 
A.  D.    exertions  againft  the  enemy;*  and  he  was  fuccieded  by  Veiannius, 
who,  dying  a  little  time  after  he  had  taken  the  command,  left 
the  Roman  concerns  in  the  greateft  confufion.' 


57 


A.  D.  In  this  ftate  of  affairs,  Suetonius  PauKnus  was  fent  to  corrt- 
mand  the  Roman  forces  in  Britain.  His  firft  undertaking  was 
to  fubdue  the  Ordovices,  who  inhabited  that  part  of  the  ifland 
which  is  now  called  North  Wales ;  and  he  fecured  the  conquefts 
he  had  made,  by  fettling  garrifons  in  the  country.  Suetonius 
was  the  firft  Roman,  who  penetrated  as  far  as  Mona/  Being 
oppofed  by  the  Druids*  on  .his  entrance  into  the  ifland,  and 

•  Taciti  Ann.  Kb.  XIL  p.  198.  *  Ibid.  p.  198.  '  Ibid.  lib.  XIV.  p.  250^ 

♦  Taciti  Vita  Agricola,  Op.  p.  457.  *  Dtrmyddon^  or  Dty^vidiM. 

influenced 
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influenced  alfo  by  national  and  religious  animofity,  he  maffacred 
many  of  tbofe  people,  cut  down  their  groves,  laid  level  their 
rftars,  and  deftroyed  the  feminary  of  that  ancient  order/  After 
this  event,  the  Druids  are  faid  to  have  retired  into  Ireland,  to 
the  Ifleof  Man,*  and  into  the  Orkneys  and  Hebiides.*  In  a 
fublequent  period  being  driven  out  of  thefe  retreats,  by  chriftian 
zeal,  they  are  likewife  faid  to  have  fought  an  afylum  in  Norway, 
Iceland,  and  other  regions  of  the  north  :^  at  length,  tlie  Dru- 
idical  iyftem  was  univerfally  abolifhed,  after  it  had  long  efta- 
blifhed  a  boundlefs  tyrwny  upon  the  ruins  of  human  reafon, 

4 

It  was  an  uniform  principle,  in  the  policy  of  the  Roman  ftate^ 
to  exercife  a  mild  dominion  over  the  nations  they  had  conquered, 
but  this  was  changed  to  a  fyftem  of  feverity,  v^en  the  fubdued  , 
provinces,  from  a  fenfe  of  injury  or  of  freedom,  revolted  from 
their  obedience*  The  nature  of  their  government  was  likewife 
ftained,  by  the  rapacity,  and  by  the  fevere  adminiftration  of  indi- 
viduals. Thus  the  Roman  yoke,  however  lightly  it  mi^ht  be 
borne  by  AJiatics^  who  were  tamed  to  fubmiflion  by  hereditary 
ilavery,  was  an  oppreffivc  burden  to  the  Britons,  bred  in  the 

0 

ideas  and  in  the  habits  of  a  wild  independency.  At  this  jun6lurc, 
their  native  fpirit,  impatient  of  reftraint  and  refentful  of  injury, 
was  urged  into  fury  by  a  train  of  evils,  which  a<5led  equally 
upon  their  feelings^  as  on  their  national  pride  and  fiiperftition* 

'JTaciti  Ann.  lib.  XIV.  p.  151.     Rowland,  p.  zoo.  *  Manaw. 

*  Rowland's  Mon.  Ant.  p.  loi,  107.  ^  Rowland,  p.  jio, 
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An  impofition  of  taxes  upon  their  lands  and  cattle,  the  arbitrary 
violation  of,  property,  with  the  frequent  indignities  offered  to 
tlieir  women,  were  caufes  which  kept  alive  a  fenfe  of  refent- 
ment.'  They  were  likewife  affefted  by  the  treatment  of  Boadicea, 
a  powerful  fovereign  of  the  Iceni.  This  princefs  had  juft  be- 
come a  widow,  and  was  left  to  the  proteftion  of  the  Roman 
ftate  i  her  hufband  alfo,  by  his  teftament,  had  made  the  Em- 
peror Claudius  coheir  with  his  daughters,  in  hopes  that  it  might 
render  him  indulgent  to  his  family.  But  that  prince  was  no 
fooner  dead,  than  his  treafures  were  feyzed,  and  his  territories 
defolated  ;*  the  foulnefs  of  the  procedure  being  coloured  by  the 
indecent  pretence,  that  the  Roman  law  permitted  only  citizens 
to  bequeath  their  property.'  The  remonftrance  of  the  queen 
againft  thefe  injuries,  produced  no  other  effed  than  to  accumulate 
indignities  upon  her  family ;  the  chaftity  of  her  daughters  was 
violated,  and  her  own  perfon  difhonoured,  by  being  publicly 
fcourged.* 

These  evils,  however  enormons,  were  only  partial,  and  they 
did  not  extend  to  every  part  of  the  ifland.     But  the  late  deftruc- 

tion  of  the  Druids,  it  is  probable,  gave  a  general  ftiock  to  the 

A.  D.    feelings  of  the  Britons  j  and  with  the  fury  oi  enthufiafts,  they 

ruftied  to  the  ftandard  of  Boadicea.    The  fii  ft  impreffion  of  this 

multitude  was  aftoniftiingly  great :  like  the  fea  overfwelling  its 

•  Galgactts't  Speech,  Taciti  vit.  Agric.  Op.    p.  461. 
*  Taciti  Ann.  Ub.  XIV.  p.  151. 
»  Hcincccitts  Element.  Jur.  lib.  IL  Tit.  XII.        4  Taciti  Ann.  lib.  XIV.  p.  aji. 

bounds^ 
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^bounds,  they  carried  with  them  irrefiftible  force,  and  defolated 
the  country.  The  two  cities,  Camiilodunum  and  Verulamium, 
firft  experienced  their  fury/  the  inhabitants  of .  which  colonics 
were  flaughtered  without  any  diftinftion  of  rank  or  fex,  and 
under  circumftances  of  uncommon  barbarity:*  almoft  an  entire 
legion  were  cut  in  pieces,  coming  to  the  affiftance  of  their  coun- 
trymen ;  and  eighty  thoufand  perfbns,  either  Roman  citizens  or 
allies,  are  faid  to  have  periftied  in  the  general  carnage  J  It  is  to 
be  lamented,  that  in  attempting  to  recover  the  freedom  of  her 
country,  fo  much  cruelty  ihould  have  ftained  the  charafter  of 
this  princefs ;  but  fome  extenuation  may  be  found  in  the  nature 
of  her  own  wrongs,  in  the  injuries  which  her  fubjefts  had 
fuffered,  and  in  the  fiercenefs  of  uncultivated  life. 


J3 


Suetonius,  at  this  time,  was  engaged  in  the  conqueft  of  Mona. 
Hearing  of  the  revolt,  he  marched  with  confidence,  through  an 
irritated  country,  to  London,*  a  place  of  extent,  and  of  great 
commercial  importance-*  Finding  himfelf  unable  to  keep  pof- 
feflfion  of  the  town,  he  was  obliged  to  take  the  field  with  a  few 
cohorts  of  auxiliaries,   with  a  fingle  legion,  sind. the  Fexillarii  ^ 


A.  t). 

6o* 


»  Taciti  Ann*  Ub^XIV.  p.  251,252.  *  Dioa  Caffius,  Ub.  LXII.  p.  700. 

I  Dion  Caffius,  lib.  LXIL  p.  704. 
4'  This  city  was  originally  called  Trcneivyddy  or  New  Troy  :  afterwards  Dinas  Bel:\ 
from  having  been  the  refidence  of  Belus  ;  then  it  was  called  Caer  Ludd,  from  king 
Lud ;  but  its  general  appellation  was  Llundain. 

*  Humfrey  Lhiiyd*s  Breviary,  p.  ao« 
•  Various  are  the  opinions  refpc^Siing  the  Vcxillarii,  the  moft  probable  is,  that 
thtj  were  light  armed  troops  belonging  to  each  legion. 

of 
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of  another,  and  to  leave  the  women,  the  aged,  and  the  infirm, 
to  the  fury  of  the  enemy.'  With  this  army,  confifting  only  of 
ten  thoufand  men,  Suetonius  oppofed  Boadicea,  at  the  head  of 
two  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  Britons/  On  this  decifive  day, 
that  princefs  appeared  in  a  chnriot,  with  her  daughters  by  her  fidc; 
and,  in  a  military  drefs,  rode  through  the  ranks,  to  animate  the 
foldiersJ  Befides  this,  the  Britons  had  another  incitement  to 
viflory,  as  they  were  to  fight  for  the  fafety  of  their  families,  and 
in  the  prefence  of  their  wives,  all  of  whom,  agreeably  to  the 
cuftom  of  their  country,  were  ranged  in  waggons  upon  the  rear 
of  the  army.^  But  valour  alone,  unfupported  by  difcipline,  was 
not  able  to  make  any  impreflion  on  the  firmnefs  of  veteran 
troops ;  and  after  a  long  and  obftinate  refiftance,  the  Britifli  army 
was  entirely  defeated.  Near  eighty  thoufand  of  the  Britons  fell 
in  this  day's  adion,  or  in  the  purfuit.  Boadicea,  unwilling  to 
furvive  the  ruin  of  her  countiy,  fuddenly  difappeared,  having 
put  an  end  to  her  own  life,  as  is  imagined,  by  poifon.*  It  is 
aftonifhing,  that  after  the  fevere  defeats  which  the  Britons  had 
received,  they  fliould  be  able  to  keep  their  national  ilrength 
unbroken,  and  their  (pirit  unfubdued. 

A.  D.  The  danger  and  difiiculty  of  th«  war  were  fo  great,  that  Nero 
was  inclined  to  relinquiih  the  conqueft  of  Britain.  Being  in- 
formed that  the  rough  demeanour  of  Suetonius  might  be  fome 

*  Tactti  Ann.  lib.  XIV,  p.  152.        •  Dion  Caffius,  lib.  LXII.  p.  704.        1  Ibid. 
*  TacitiAnn.  lib*  XIV.  p.  252.  s  Ibid.  p*^S3- 
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obftacle  to  a  peace,  he  recalled  him  into  Italy ;  and  he  placed 
Icveral  officers  fucceffively  in  command,  whofe  inaftivity  or  milder 
temper  gave  time  for  refentments  to  fubfide/ 


'5 


These  generals  were  fucceedcd  by  others,  of  more  adive  and 
martial  dilgofitions.  Petilius  Cerealis  fubdued  a  great  part  of 
the  Brigantes,  who  inhabited  the  nortliem  diftrifts  of  England  ; 
and  Julius  Frontinus,  conquered  from  the  Silures,  the  foreft  of 
*Dean,*  and  the  prefent  counties  of  Hereford,  and  Monmouth.^ 


A.  D. 

75' 


* 

During  the  time  that  the  Roman  intereft  thus  flu6luated  in 
Britain^  the  inhabitants  were  expofed  to  every  injury  and  infult, 
which  might  be'expe6led  from  the  rapacity  of  luxurious  gover- 
nors, and  the  will  of  a  licentious  foldiery.  To  remedy  thefe  evils, 
to  give  ftability  to  conqueft,  and  to  introduce  peace  and  order, 
with  the  mild  habits  of  focial  life,  required  the  virtues,  and  the 
well  tempered  policy  of  Julius  Agricola. 

This  Roman  ^as  fent  by  Vefpafian  to  command  the  forces 
in  Britain,  where  he  had  already  acquired  a  confiderable  reputa- 
tion by  hie  military  fervices.^  On  his  arrival,  he  found  the  Ordo- 
vices  revolted^  who  had  begun  their  hoflilities^  by  cutting  off  a 
fquadron  of  horfe,  Rationed  upon  the  frontiers.     It  was  late  in 

k 

the  fummer  when  he  opened  the  campaign,  fupported  only  by 

*  Taciti  Ann.  lib.  XIV.  p.  253. 
^  InBrhifli,  Caturef  Coch^    *  So  called  from  the  Danes,  Humfrc^  Lhuyd,  p.  75.. 

5  Tacitt  lA  vit.  Agric.  Oj,  p*  458» 
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the  Vexillarii  of  the  legions,  and  a  body  of  auxiliary  troops.  On 
his  approach,  the  Ordovices,  not  daring  to  face  him  in  the 
field,  retired  to  the  mountains  j  into  which  difficult  places,  they 
were  immediately  purfued,  and  the  country  laid  wafte  with  great 
A.  D,  flaiighter  of  the  inhabitants.  This  fuccefs  induced  Agricola  to 
attempt  the  fecond  conqueft  of  Mona.  The  chiefs  of  the^  Ordo- 
vices  had  retired  into  that  ifland,  in  which  they  thought  themfelves 
perfedly  fecure,  the  Romans  not  having  any  fliips  upon  the  coaft, 
and  regarding  the  ftraits  of  Menai  as  impalfable  :  but  the  atixili- 
aries  of  tlie  army,  by  order  of  Agricola,  having  croffed  that  arm 
of  the  fea  on  horfeback,  the  Britons  were  fo  aftoniflied  at  a  fpe^la- 
cle  to  them  altogether  new,  that  they  immediately  laid  down 
their  arms.* 

When  Agricola  had  finifhed  the  conqueft  of  Mona,  he  di- 
refted  his  views  to  the  milder  defigns  of  peace  and  reformation. 
Well  inftrufted  in  the  art  of  governing,  he  was  more  defirous  of 
preventing  the  caufes  of  difcontents  than  of  punifhing  their 
effefts :  and  equally  tempering  lenity  with  rigour,  he  abolifhed 
that  fyftem  of  tyranny  which  had  fo  frequently  driven  the  Britons 
to  revolt,  and  had  fixed  in  their  breafts  the  moft  fatal  refent- 
ments.V  To  thefe  examples  of  juftice  and  humanity,  he  added 
othera  of  an  extenfive  and  liberal  policy.  With  the  moft  en- 
gaging manners  and  addrefs,  he  drew  many  of  the  Britons  out 
of  their  deferts  into  focial  communities  j  and  perfuaded  them ' 
to  change  their  rude  habits,  and  precarious  fuHfiftence,  for  the 

*  Taciti  vita  Agrieola,  Op.  p.  458.  *  Ibid. 
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arts  of  peace,  and  the  comforts  of  civilized  life/  Tlic  Roman 
people,  from  a  lingular  policy,  were  ufed  to  extend  with,  their 
conquefts  the  fciences  and  the  arts ;  were  accuflomed  to  foften 
the  ferocity  of  war,  and  to  difarm  it  in  fome  meafure  of  its  evils, 
by  introducing  their  milder  manners,  with  the  refinements  and 
elegancies  of  life ;  with  a  view,  no  doubt,  to  polifh,  to  enervate, 
and  to  enflave  mankind. 

Ik  attentions  like  thefe  to  civilize  the  Britons,  and  to  alleviate 
their  fufferings,  Agricola  employed  the  winters  which  he  pafTed 
in  the  iiland  s  and  in  the  courie  of  feven  fummer  campaigns,  he 
extended  his  conquefts  into  Caledonia.  He  likewife  erefled  two 
different  lines  of  fortifications  i  one  of  which  was  formed  near 
the  river  Tay,*  and  the  other  along  that  narrow  ifthmus  which 
lies  between  the  Frith  of  Forth  and  the  Clyde.'  But  Domitian, 
who  hated  virtues  which  he  would  not  emulate,  and  fickened 
at  the  glory  he  could  not  attain,  recalled  Agricola  to  Rome ;  A.  D. 
and  this  great  man  foon  after  died  of  a  lingering  diford^r,  with 
the  fufpicion  of  having  been  poifoned  at  the  inftigation  of  that 
tyrant.* 

* 

Tacitus,  by  a  few  ftrokes  of  his  ininutable  pencil,  has  given 
the  portrait  of  this  amiable  Roman. 

*  Taciti  yita  Agricolae,  Op.  p.  459.  ^ 

^  Bachattani.  Rer.  Scot.  IlbJIV.  p.  ioi»  102.   Camden,  Holland!!^ tranflation,  p.  789^^ 

'  Langhorni.  Ant,  Albion,  p.  ii29ii3«  , 

♦  Taciti  vit.  Agricolae,  Op.  p*459»  4651  466. 
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IL  T).        During  the  latter  part  of  the  life  of  Domitian,  and  in  the 
ihort  reign  of  Nerva,  the  Roman  intereft  was  neglected  in  Britain. 

More  important  objeds^  on  the  eaftem  frontier  of  the  empire, 
employed  tlie  martial  genius  of  Trajan. 

The  wife  policy  of  limiting,  and  of  preferving  its  boundaries, 
was  the  leading  principle  in  the  government  of  Adrian.  In  the 
A.  D.  courfe  of  his  reign,  however,  he  came  into  Britain ;  and  the  more 
effcftually  to  fecure,  he  narrowfed  the  bounds  of  the  Roman  con- 
quefts }  ordering  the  more  northern  forts  to  be  deferted  which 
had  been  raifed  by  Agricpla,  and  placing  their  garrifons  on  the 
line  of  fortifications,  which  he  then  foi-med  from  the  Tyne  to 
Sol  way  Frith/ 

To  preferve  dominion  by  the  influence  of  a  juft  and  mild  ad- 

miniftration,  was  well  fuited  to  the  philofbphic  ipirit,  and  benetro^ 

lent  temper  of  the  two  Antonines.    But  a  commoticm  having 

arifen  in  Caledonia  in  the  reign  of  Antoninus  Pius,   he  fcnt 

A.  D.    Lollius  Urbicus  into  Britain ;  who,  after  he  had  fupprefled  the 
138. 

mfurreftion,  confined  the  Pifts  to  their  former  boundary.* 

The  dilTolute  rdgn  of  Commodus  having  had  an  influoice 

A.  D.    on  the  difcipllne  of  the  legions,  the  Caledonians  broke  over  the 

wall  of  Adrian,  and  cut  in  pieces  a  Roman  general  with  fiis 

»  Bachan.  Rer.  Scot.  lib. IV.  p.  103.    Spart.  vit.  Adriaoi  in  Script.  Auj^uft.  p.  6. 
*  JuUui  CapitoUnus  in  vit.  Aatoaini  Pii  in  Scriptoribut  Auguil.  hiA.  p.  19. 

6  armyj 


Book  I.  BRITISH    HISTORY. 

trmy  -,  but  the  infurgents  were  ibon  after  diiven  back  with  great   A-  d. 
ilaqghter,  andccmtuiued  quiet  during  the  remainder  of  that  reign/ 

i 

The  precarious  fituatton  of  Pertinax  and  of  Didius  JuUanus,   a.  d. 
who  in  fucceflian  poiTeired  the  empire^  giving  them  no  leifure     '^^ 
tx>  attend  to  the  afi^^s  of  Britain,  the  natives  of  that  ifland  en-» 
joyed  a  fcafon  of  tranquillity;  in  which  (late  they  remained  to  the 
latter  end  of  the  reign  of  Severus^ 

Unper  pretence  of  reflraining  the  irruptions  of  the  northern 
Britons^  but  probably  to  withdraw  his  fons  from  the  pleafures 
of  'Rome,  Severus  came  into  the  ifland  $  and  though  advanced   A.  n. 
in  years,  and  fb  broken  with  infirmities  as  to  be  carried  in  a 
litter,  he  proceeded  through  forefls  and  moraiTes  to  the  fartheft 
parts  of  Caledonia/    After  having  furmounted  the  difficulties  of 
the  march,  and  many  fierce  encounters  with  the  Fids,  and  not 
being  able,  himfelf,  to  finifh  the  war,  on  account  of  his  in« 
creating  infirmities,  he  left  one  of  his  fbns  to  conclude  a  peace    a.  d* 
with  that  people;,  and  on  his  return  rebuilt  with  flone,  and 
more  flrongly  fortified  the  rampart  of  Adrian.  Soon  after  Severus    a.  d. 
had  finifhed  this  imperial  work,  he  died  in  the  city  of  York.' 


t9 
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From  the  death  of  this  Emperor  to  the  reign  of  Dioclefian,    a.  d. 
few  incidents^occur  in  the  hiftory  of  Briitain ;  the  Romans  having     *  ^ 

•  Dio»CaCtt»»  lib..  LXXH.  p.  8ii.  «  Hcrodiaa,  Ttb.  lU.  p.  133,  X3S»  <37* 

s  Bede's  EccL  Hift.  lib- 1,  cap.  XII.  p.  50.    Joanma  Roffit  Aatq  Warwic.  HiA* 

B^gt  Aji£4.  p.  49.    Qffofias,  lib.  VIL  o^.  XVIL  p.  5o»»    BiSL  Augufi.  Script. 

8partian,  p*  7Z.  . 
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been  too  much  employed  by  convulfions  in  their  own  empire,  to 

A.  D.    attend  to  the  diflant  provinces.    In  the  courfe  of  this  reign  Ca- 
298. 

raufius,"  and  afterwards  AUeilus,*  affumed  an  independent  fovc- 
reignty  in  Britain.*  But  when  Conftantius  was  elevated  to  the 
rank  of  Caefar,  in  that  lingular  fyflem  of  government  formed 
by  Dioclefian,  he  reduced  the  ifland  to  its  former  ftate  of  a 
A.  D,     province  of  the  empire.'     This  prince  died  in  the  city  of  York,* 

^^  '     foon  after  he  had  fucceeded  to  the  purple  as  emperor  of  the  weft  s 

and  during  the  greateft  part  of  his  reign,  he  kept  the  Britons 

in  quiet,  by  the  influence  of  his  mild  virtues/     The  more  de- 

A.  D.    cifive  qualities  of  Conftantine  the  Great  continued  to  enforce 

*^  '     their  obedience. 


At  this  period  a  ftorm  began  to  gather  in  the  north,  which 
gradually  acquiring  greater  force  and  a  deeper  gloom,  at  length 
overfpread  the  Britifti  hemilphere. 

As  the  dread  of  the  Roman  power  declined  with  the  retreat  of 
the  legions,  feveral  nations,  the  Pids,  the  Scots,  and  the  Saxons, 
made  incurfions  into  Britain.  The  Pi6ls  were  natives  of  the 
ifland,  and  inhabited  the  country  near  to  the  wall  of  Antonine, 
upon  the  eaftem,  and  weftern  coaft,  and  on  the  mountains  of 


1  Carou.    Flores  Hiftoriarum,  p.  91,  84.  *  Aletb^ 

*  Flores  Hift.  p.  91,  84.  J  J.  Roffi,  Ant.  War.  p.  jo. 

4  Called  Eboracum  by  the  Romans,  Caer  Efrog  by  the  Britons,  and  Euerwyke  by 
Ae  Saxons.     Humfrcy  Lhuyd,  p.  30. 

s  Ranulph.  Higden,  lib.  IV,  p.  2 19.    Gale's  Script.    Flores  HiAoriarunii  p.  9*, 
96,  by  Math.  Welbniniler. 
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Caledonia.'  The  Scots  were  a  recent  colony  from  Ireland^  and 
had  fettled  by  invitation  of  the  Pi6ls,  upon  the  weftem  (horc 
of  Scotland  very  early  in  the  fourth  century.*  The  Saxons,  one 
of  the  moft  warlike  nations  in  Germany,  had  emigrated  from  the 
northern  parts  of  that  country,  and  had  fettled  along  the  fca 
coaft  from  Jutland  to  the  mouth  of  the  Rhijie.' 

The  hiftory  of  this  period  is  barren  of  important  incidents, 
and  exhibits  very  little  agreeable  information :  we  fcarcely  meet 
with  any  thing,  but  pictures  of  rude  life  and  manners,  or  melan- 
choly details  of  war  and  devaflation. 

With  a  policy  peculiar  to  the  Romans,  they  had  permitted 
the  kingly  office  in  the  full  extent  of  its  ancient  authority,  to  re- 
main in  many  of  the  provinces  of  Britain/  In  the  courfe  of 
this  period,  two  princely  families  had  arifen  into  pre-eminence, 
above  the  reft  of  the  Britifh  Reguli  j  appearing  in  their  ancient 
luftre  on  the  decline  of  the  Roman  power,  and  attaining  to  that 
royal  diftuiftion  which  had  formerly  belonged  to  their  anceftors.* 
Thefe  were  the  princes  of  the  Cynethian  and  Cornwall  families.^ 
The  former  were  fovereigns  of  the  territoiy  belonging  to  the 
Strath-Clyde*  Britons,  arid  of  the  principality  of  North  Wales  i-f 

"  Whitaker,  ibid.  edit.  vol.  II.  p.  209. 

*  Whitakcr's  Hift.  Manchefter,  vol.  II.  p.  248,  249,  ajo. 

'  Vcrflcgan,  cJbap.IU.  p.  20,  55,  56,  82,  84. 

♦  Hift.  Manchcller,  vol.  I.  2d  edit.  p.  331.    Verftegan,  chap.  V.  p.  iij. 

5  Rowland's  Mon.  Ant.  p.  145, 171.  *  Rowland,  p,  171. 

*  XfiradChwyd^  t  Gwynedd. 
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and  were  defirended  from  Coel^  a  northern  prince ; .  who^  by  his 
marriage  with  the  heireTs  of  North  Wales,  became  the  fove- 
reign  of  that  principality/  The  daughter  of  this  prince  fac«- 
ceeded  to  his  dominions^  and  was  calkd  Helena,  and  was  after- 
wanls  n^rriod  to  the  Emperor  Conftantius;*  who>  having  gained 
by  that  union  a  natural  right  to  the  crown,  the  Roman  govern^ 
ment  became  for  a  time  very  popular.  In  after  times,  the  line 
of  the  princefs  Helena  becoming  extin6l  in  Britain,  the  fucceffion 
of  the  Strath-Clyde  kingdom,  with  the  principality  of  North 
Wales,  devolved  upon  Cynetha*  her  nephew.'  The  fons  of  this 
prince,  leaving  their  northern  territories  to  the  government  of 
the  eldeft  branch  of  their  own  family,  retired  to  their  domimons 
in  North  Wales. ;  where  their  defcendants  fupported  the  caufe  of 
freedom  and  of  nature,  until  the  royal  Britiih  blood  became  ex<- 
tin£l:  as  to  Sovereignty,  in  the  perfon  of  David  the  laft  prince  of 
Wales.* 

The  Cornwall  family  were  derived  from  Bran-ap-Llyr,  a  duke 
of  that  province;  who  was  afterwards  chofen  the  king  of  Britain.' 
Out  of  this  princely  family  defcended  the  illuArious  names  of 
Aurelius  Ambrofius,  Ut;hur  Pendragon,  Arthur  and  Conftantine; 
a  line  of  heroes,  who  fucceflively,  but  with  different  fortunes, 
oppofcd  the  Saxon  arms/ 

I  Rowland|s  Mx}n.  Ant.  p.  145,  163. 

*  Ran.  Higden,  lib,  XIV.  p.  219.    Flpres  HiAomrum»  p«9V    K-owland,  p*  i6zf 
162,  1639  166 

*  Cynedda  Wltdlg^  or  the  Illuftrious..  s  Hurofrcy  Lhuyd'a  BreyUry,  p.  90. 
.4  Rowland's  Mon.  Ant.  p.  146,  162.  ^  Ibid.  145,  146,  170.  ^  Ibid. 
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Tab  naVal  force  of  the  kingdom  in  the  preceding  period^ 
during  the  reigns  of  Conflantius  and  his  ion  Conilantine,  kdd 
beea  the  objeft  of  policy  and  of  regular  attention ;  by  which 
inedna  the  coafts  had  in  general  been  fecured  from  invafion}' 
but  as  the  Roman  intereft .  declined)  the  navy  was  fufiered  to 
^eday ;  the  Brkons  having  paid  no  attention  to  this  great  obje^ 
fif  national  Security.  * 

At  this  period  the  Pi^s,  afiing  in  conjun6lion  with  the  Scots,    A«  D. 

364. 
and  the  Saxons,  invaded  the  Roman  territories  in  Britain.    The 

diftra^ion  and  mifery  caufcd  by  this  invafion  were  aftonifliingly 

great :  for  not  confining  their  ravages  to  the  fea  coafts,  as  had 

hitherto  been  their  cuftom,  they  fpread  wide  their  depredations 

through  the  interior  parts  of  the  country «     They  were  inftantly 

eppofed  by  fhe  Count  of  the  Saxon  (hores ;  but  after  that  ofiker 

llad  done  all  in  his  power  to  withftand  their  fury,  he  bravely  fell, 

where  he  could  not  conquen  The  next  perfon  that  oppo&d  them 

was  the  general  of  the  Roman  foites  \   who,  having  coUe6ted 

fiich  a  power  as  the  urgency  of  the  time  wduld  allow,  marched 

againft  the  enemy ;  but  being  drawn  into  an  ambufcade,  thia 

general,  likewife,  experienced  the  fame  fate.    Thefe  circumflances 

creatir^  alarm,  the  emperor  Valentinian  fcnt  Theodofius  Into    a,  d. 

Britain ;  and  this  officer,  uniting  military  talents  with  great  policy 

and  addrefs,  foon  put  an  end  to  fhe  war,  and  reinflated  the 

provinces  in  thrir  former  tranquillity.*    On  the  return  of  Theo- 

>  Flore8Hiiton[Lrain^p.9i,  Selden  Mare  Claufum,  lib.  II.  cap.VL7.  Campbeirt 
KftTal  Hill.  Brit.  Yol,  I,  pr«4.  *  LasglKMrnu  Aixt.  Albidn,  p.  124. 
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-dofius  to  Rome,  he  was  attended  to  the  fea  fhore  by  the  acclama^ 
tions  of  a  grateful  people.' 

This  tranquil  ftate  of  their  affairs  was  fbon  interrupted  by 
the  ambition  of  a  popular  individual.    For  the  Britons,  engaging 

A.  D.  in  the  caufe  of  Maximus  *  on  his  ufurpation  of  the  empire^ 
rekindled  the  flames  of  war,  and  haflened  their  own  ruin.  This 
perfon  had  ferved  a  long  time  in  Britain  with  great  military  repu- 
tation I*  but  the  caufe  which  of  all  others  had  been  the  means 
of  riveting  him  in  the  affeftions  of  the  natives,  and  of  more 
clofely  uniting  his  interefls  with  their  own,  was  his  marriage 
with  Helena,'  the  daughter  of  Euda  duke  of  Cornwall/  and 
who  was  afterwards  elected  to  the  fovereign  dignity.*  In  conle- 
quence  of  which,  Maximus*^  drew  to  his  flandard  the  flower  of 
the  Britifh  youth ;  who  along  with  the  legionary  foldiers  were 
tranfported' into  Gaul.^  His  endeavours  were  at  firfl  crowned 
with  fuccefs,  by  an  advantage  he  obtained  over  Gratian,  one  of 
the  Roman  emperors,*  and  by  the  expullion  of  Valentinian  the 

A.  D.  other  emperor  out  of  Italy  ;  but  his  army  was  afterwards  routed 
by  Thcodofius,  and  he  himfelf,  with  his  fon  Flavius,  put  to  death> 

'  AppeacUz  Foil  Bcedam,  p.  671.  Ammianus  Marcellixu  lib.  XXVIII.  p^^ij* 

*  Macfen  Wledig. .  *  Zoliraus,  lib.  IV.  p.  ^48.  ^  Born  at  Segondum. 
4  Cornwall/  called  Cerniw  by  the  Britons ;  by  the  Saxons  Cornwall,  or  the  Welfb 

_  • 

ofCornavia.    See  Humfrey  Lhuyd's  Breviary,  p.  18. 

s  Humfrey  Lhuyd's .Breviary,  p.  90.  RotVland^s  Mon.  Ani.  p.  iSS,i6q*    Flores 
Hiiloriarum,  p.  loj. 

^  ZolimuB,  lib,  IV*  p.  24.9*  .  ^  Fior6s  HiftDriarum,  p.  106. 

*  ZofiiQusi  p.  248.    Bede'8  Eccleliaflica)  Hiflory,  p.  45* 

after 
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after  having  been»  five  years,  in  poileffion  of  the  imperial  dig« 
nity/  Thefe  princes  fell  viflims  to  their  ambition  >  and  with 
them  fell  likewife  the  hopes,  and  fplendid  views  of  the  Britons. 
The  remains  of  this  unfortunate  army,  for  want  of  the  means^ 
it  is  probable,  of  returning  into  their  own  country,  fettled  in 
Armorica.** 


*^ 


A.  D. 

388. 


A  SEASON  of  weaknefs  and  mifery  enfued;  but  it  was  not 
every  part  of  Britain  which  had  been  involved  in  the  general 
calamity.  On  the  diflblution  of  the  Roman  power,  the  Britifh 
governments  had  reverted  to  thofe  Reguli  who  were  defcended 
from  the  ancient  fovereigns.  The  moft  eminent  of  thefe  princes, 
at  this  period,  was  Einion  Urdd,  the  fon  of  Cynetha ;  who  re- 
fided,  like  his  father,  in  his  northern  territories/  This  prince 
united  in  his  governpient  the  kingdom  of  the  Strath-Clyde  Bri- 
tons, the  province  of  North  Wales,  and,  it  is  probable,  like- 
wife,  thofe  parts  of  Chefliire  and  Lancafhire  lying  upon  the  Iriflx 
channel/  The  union  of  thefe  dominions,  under  a  vigorous  ad- 
miniftration,  formed  a  force  fufficiently  powerful  to  repel  the 
invaders ;  and  to  keep  his  own  kingdom  in  general  fecurity,  as  long 
as  it  continued  unbroken  by  the  cuftom  of  Gavel-kind.  In  the 
courfe  of  this  reign,  however,  the  Irilh  Scots,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Sirigi,*  landed  on  Mona;    and  having  defeated  the 

I  Zofimu3,  p.  266,  267. 
*  Lfydawj  or  aloog  the  waiter.     *  Girald.  Cambreufis,  lib,  V.  p.  41.   The  name  U 
derived  in  tbQ  Britiih  from  Ar-morica,  or  upon  the  fea.  Humfrey  Lhuyd's  Brey.  p.  lo. 
>  Rowland's  Mon.  Ant.  p.  183^  4  Ibid.  p.  1464  '  Or  the  Ro*per. 

E  natives. 


A.  D. 

389. 


26  REVIEW    OF    ANCIENT  Book  I. 

natives,  took  pofTcflion  of  that  ifland/  Or  this  invafion,  Einion 
Urdd  fent  his  eldeft  fon  Cafivalhn**  to  the  relief  of  Monaj^ 
who  foon  executed  his  orders,  by  routing  the  enemy  at  Holyhead, 
where  their  fleet  was  depofited,  and  flaying  Sirip  in  a  perfonal 
encounter/ 

During  the  reign  of  Theodofius,  his  jufl:  and  vigorous  ad- 
miniftration  preferved  in  general  the  public  tranquillity.  But 
on  the  death  of  that  prince,  and  in  the  minority  of  Honorius, 
a  more  general  and  formidable  invaiion  took  place.  The  Pifts, 
the  Irifli  Scots,  and  the  Saxons  united  their  powers,  and  in- 
fefted  the  fouthern  coafts  of  Britain ;  they  divided  into  different 
parties,  and  fpread,  with  infinite  fury,  over  the  interior  parts  of 
A.  D.  the  kingdom.  This  invafion,  however,  was  foon  checked,  and 
the  peace  of  the  ifland  eftabliflied,  under  the  conduct  of  Vifto- 
rinusj  an  officer  who  had  been  fent  into  Britain  by  Stilico,  and  who 
^^^*  had,  himfelf,  directed,  in  the  minority  of  his  matter,  the  concerns 
of  the  Roman  empire.^  Among  other  marks  of  his  attentions 
to  the  true  interefl:  of  the  ifland,  he  repaired  the  navy,  which 
,  for  fome  years  preferved  the  coafts  from  being  invaded.^ 

V 

A  CALM  interval  having  fucceeded  this  ftormy  feafon,  an  event 
occurred  the  moft  important  and  decifive  i  and  which  gave  fo 

'  Rowland's  Mon.  Ant.  p.  146.  *^  CaJwalUn^lawhirj  or  the  long-handed. 

'  Rowland's  Mon.  Ant.  p.  183.  ^  Ibid.  p.  146. 

^  Claudian  de  laud.  Stilicoa.  cap.  XI.    Langhorni.  Ant.  Alb.  p.  137. 

^  Second.  Paheg.  de  laud«  Stillc*  p*  S  ^^ 
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rude  a  ihock  to  the  center  of  the  Roman  flate,  as  to  convulfe 
the  moft  diftant  parts  of  that  wide  and  extenfive  empire.  This 
was  the  invafion  of  Italy  by  Alaric  the  Gotb.  To  fuftain  the  A.  D. 
central  parts,  the  legionary  troops  in  the  provinces  were  recalled; 
and  of  courie  the  greateft  part  of  thofe  which  had  been  ftationed 
in  Britain  were  withdrawn  into  Italy." 

» 

In  deipair  of  receiving  afliftance  from  Rome,  the  Britons  them* 

felves  ele6ted  feveral  ibvereigns,  to  take  the  dire£tion  of  affairs  in 

fuch  a  perilous  feafon.*    The  laft  of  thefe  princes,  named  Con- 

ftantine,  was  raifed  to  that  dignity  on  account  of  the  popularity   A.  D* 

408* 

of  his  name  3  and  though  of.  mean  rank,  being  no  more  than  a 
common  foldier,  he  was  a  peribn  of  fpirit  and  ^  enterprize,  and 
poflefled  a  genius  above  his  condition.' 

Elated  with  his  early  profperity,  Conftantine  extended  his 
views  to  the  continent  5  and  in  order  to  fupport  his  claim  to  the 
empire,  and  to  take  aidvantage  of  the  prefcnt  favourable  junflure, 

he  paffed  over  into  Gaul  with  an  army-*  Honorius,  being  obliged   A.  D. 

409. 

to  give  way  to  the  prefent  emergency,  agreed  to  receive  him  as 
his  aflbciate  in  the  empire;^  but  that  prince  having  concluded 
9  peace  with  the  Goths,  oppoied  the  pretenfions  of  Conftantinc, 
and  finally  took  him  prifoner,  and  put  him  to  death.^    The  re- 

'  Claudlan  de  bello  Gecico,  p.  $93. 
*  Humfrey  Lhuyd'»  Brer.  p.  93.     Zofimus,  p.  371. 
•  Polidorc  Virgil,  lib.  III.  p.  50,  *  Ibid.  p.  50.    Zolimus,  p.  371. 

*  Zofiratis,  p.  3S9.  '  *  PoUddre  Virgil,  p.  350. 
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mainder  of  the  Britons^  who  had  followed  the  fortunes  of  the 
A.  D.     ufurper,  fettled  in  Arir/orica,  which  at  this  time  was  ereded  into 
a  kingdom,  independent  of  Rome*' 


4x0. 


The  Britons,  ftill  more  expofed  than  ever  to  invafions^  applied* 
to  Honorius   for  affiftance;   but  that  emperor,  himfclf  forely 
A.  D.     preffed  by  Alaric  the  Goth,  left  them  to  the  management  of  their 
^^^^     own  affairs,  and  renounced  the  fovereignty  of  the  ifland/ 

A  SHORT  gleam  of  profperity  rifmg  upon  the  Romans,  in  the 
A.  D.  reign  of  Valentinian  the  third,  a  legion  was  fent  into  Britain  by 
^tius^  who  commanded  in  Gaul ;  with  no  view  of  making  any 
permanent  fettlement,  but  only  in  pity  to  the  immediate  diftrefles 
of  that  country.  When  this  legion  had  performed  the  neceflary 
fei-vice,  it  was  recalled  into  Italy.'  Before  their  departure,  the 
Romans  fortified  the  wall  of  Severus,  and  eredled  towers  for 
obfervation  upon  the  fea  coafts ;  they  exhorted  the  Britons  to 
inure  themfelves  to  war ;  and  affured  them,  that  on  their  own 
virtue  and  manly  exertions,  their  future  iafety  muft  depends* 

» 

At  this  period,  when  the  Romans  bade  a  final  adieu  to  Bri- 
tain,  the  country  lay  expofed  to  the  inroads  of  numerous  ene- 
mies;  after  its  native  firength  had  been  exhaufted  in  fupport  of 
foreign  Wars,  its  numbers  farther  wafted  by  famine  and  pefti- 

■  Zofimus,  Kb.  VI.  p,376.  »  Ibid.  376,  3^1.  »  Ibid.  376* 

^  Bcdc'a  Ecdefiaftic.  Hift*  Ub.  I.  cap.  XU.  p.  jo,    Gildas,  p.  5.    Gale's  Script. 
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knee/  and  its  navy,  that  natural  bulwark  of  its  fafety,  had 
fallen  into  decay  :*  and,  under  all  thefc  external  difad vantages, 
the  people,  too,  were  in  want  of  that  union  fo  neceflary  in  times 
of  emergency ;  and  the  Britifli  princes  themfelves,  inftead  of 
«uiiting  to  c^pofe  *  the  common  danger,  'by  concerted  plans  of 
operation,  were  only  anxious  to  fecure  their  feparate  interefts.' 

'  Verftcgim,  chap«V.  p.ii$9iz6.  Bede,  lib.  I.  cap.  XIV.  p*5t»Sa.  Oildas,  p»7« 

*  Berkeley's  Naval  Hift.  Britaioy  p.  43. 
t  Bede's  Ecil^fiafiic*  Hi&  Vi>.  U  cap.  XH. 
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B  O  O  K      IL 

CONTAINING  A  REVIEW  OF  THE  BRITISH  HISTORY  FROM  THff 
FINAL  RETREAT  OF  THE  ROMANS,  TO  THAT  P5RI0D  WHEN  THE 
ANCIENT  BRITONS  WERE  DRIVEN  INTO  WALES,  CORNWALL,  AND 
ARMORICA. 

A.  D,  In  a  ftate  of  weakncfs  and  confufion  the  Britons  recovered 
their  liberty,  after  having,  in  fome  degree,  been  dependent  on  the 
Roman  empire  four  hundred  and  eighty  years,  from  the  firft  in- 
vafion  under  Julius  Caefar.'  But  they  were  no  longer  that  rough, 
brave,  or  virtuous  people  which  the  Romans  found  them  ;  they 
might  be  polifhed,  it  is  true,  by  the  Roman  arts,  but  thefe  had 
left  them  without  valour  or  public  fpirit,  enervated,  indolent,  and 
dejefted.  They  in  general  were  elated  at  the  idea  of  being  free  j 
but  their  minds  were  too  much  debafed,  to  form  juft  concep- 
tions of  freedom,  or  to  enjoy  for  the  preient,  or  render  permanent, 
the  full  benefit  of  its  invaluable  fruits. 

-*  6elden  Mare  Claufum,  lib.  II.  cap.  IX.  p.  X3i0a 

Amidst 
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Amidst  the  confufion  natural  in  fuch  a  fituation,  it  is  faid, 
that  the  Britons  were  ftruck  with  a  fenfe  of  their  true  interefts  j 
and  that  they  determined  to  eftablifh  a  powerful  navy,  as  the 
moft  folid  means  of  fecuring  the  public  tranquillity.  This  falu- 
tary  meafure,  though  undertaken  at  firft  with  alacrity,  was  never 
carried  into  execution  :  the  defign,  it  is  probable,  might  in  fome 
meafure  fail,  through  the  natural  levity  of  a  people,  unacquainted 
with  bufinefs,  averfe  to  labour,  and  unaccuftomed  to  great 
attempts/ 

The  fudden  attack  made  by  the  Pifts  on  the  wall  of  Severus^ 
allowed  them,  it  is  true,  but  little  leifure  to  engage  in  naval  de- 
igns. And  thofe  Britons,  who  defended  the  forts  upon  the  wall, 
unacquainted  with  this  kind  of  war,  and  not  poffeffing  the  cool 
intrepidity  neceflary  in  fuch  a  fituation,  abandoned  their  ftations  j 
and,  forfaking  that  part  of  the  country,  retreated  to  the  fouth* 
Inftead  of  the  fpoils,  which  had  hitherto  been  the  objeft  of  their 
inroads,  the  Pifts  determined  to  fettle  upon  the  territories  which 
had  been  lately  abandoned:*  but  this  dangerous  defign  was  fuf- 
pended,  for  the  prefent,  by  a  peace  concluded  with  the  Britons ; 
that  wretched  people  having  purchafed  a  temporary  quiet,  for  a 

_  I 

confiderable  fura  of  money.  By  this  treaty,  the  wall  of  Severus 
was  to  be  the  boundary  between  the  two  nations.  The  peace 
was  however  of  no  long  duration,  for  the  means  which  were  cm- 
ployed  to  procure  it,  were  naturally  the  caufe  of  its  infra<flion  j' 

*  .Berkeley's  N^val  Hill*  Britain,  p.  43,  44. 
.s  Bede'a  Ecckfiaftic..  Hifi.  lib.  I.  cap.  XII*  j>.  50*      .  3  Rapin,  toI.  I.  p.  tj^  a^. 

and 
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^  and  a  war  enfued  more  deftruftive  in  its  confequencc,  than  any 
in  which  the  Britons  had  been  engaged.  In  one  battle  alone 
they  fuftained  the  lofs  of  fourteen  thoufand  men  j  an  irreparable 
injury  in  their  weak  fitu^tion.  Reduced  to  extremity,  they  fo- 
licited  peace  of  their  conquerors,'  and  obtained  one  indeed,  but 
upon  very  mortifying  terms  ;  for  by  the  new  treaty  they  were 
obliged  to  yield  up  the  country  which  lies  to  the  north  of  the 
A-  D.  Humber,  and  on  which  territory  the  Pifts  immediately  made 
fettlements.* 


The  Britons  being  thus  defpoiled  of  a  great  part  of  their  terri- 
tories, and  fenfible  that  every  refiftarice  of  their  own  was  vain, 
applied  to  the  king  of  Armorica  for  affiftance  j  who  fent  his  brother 
Conftantine,  with  a  body  of  troops,  into  the  ifland.'  That  prince 
having  defeated  the  enemy,  was  promoted,  in  a  public  council, 
to  tbe  Britifh  throne.*  But  this  fupply  only  afforded  the  Britons 
an  occafional  relief  j  and  ftill  prellcd  by  the  increafing  power  of 
their  enemies,  they  had  recourfe  for  the  laft  time  to  the  Romans, 
and  fupplicated  aid  from  iEtius  the  PrafeSl  of  Gaul ;  who,  with 
great  valour,  and  a  tranfient  fuccefs,  had  fufpended  for  fbme  time 
thedeftiny  of  Rome.  The  Britifh  deputies  carried  to  him  the 
following  letter  of  their  countrymen,  written'ln  a  flrain  of  dif- 
honourable  lamentation : 


A.  D. 

443- 


»  RapiD,  voL  L  p.  J4,  i^*  .       *  Ibid. 

'  Girald.  Cambrcnfis,  lib.  VI.  p.43- 
♦  Rowland*8  Mon.  Ant.  p.  184.    Geoff.  Monmouth^  p.  171.  EngHfli  tranflation. 
Ranuipfc. Higdcn,  rib*IV.p,ai9.   Gale's  Script.  Math.  Weft.  FIore»Hift.  p.au. 

6  "To 
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"  To^tius,  thrice  conful,  the  groans  of  the  Britons.    We  • 
"  know  BOt  which  way  to  turn  us.    The  Barbarians  drive  us 
**  to  the  fea,  and  the  fea  forces  us  back  to  the  Barbariqm ;  be-  - 
tween  which  we  have  only  the  choice  of  two  deaths,  either  to 
be  fwallowed  up  by  the  waves,  or  butchered  by  the  fword." ', 


<c 


But  iEtius,  at  this  time  engaged  in  oppofing  the  formidable 
Attila,  was  not  in  a  fituation  to  afford  them  relief.^ 

Dejected  with  this  repulie,  and  flili  harrailed  by  the  inroads 
of  the  Pi£ts  and  Irifli  Scots,  the  Britons  were  at  length  reduced 
todefpair;  deferted  their  habitations,  abandoned  tillage,  and  re- 
linquifhing  the  habits  of  focial  life,  retreated  to  the  woods  and 
mountains ;  in  which  folitary  wilds  they  gained  a  precarious  fub« 
fiftence  by  bunting.'  To  add  another  evil  to  their  fufferings, 
a  famine  enfued,  owing  to  incefTant  devaftation  and  the  negle6)r 
of  cultivating  their  land/  To  avoid  this  complicated  mifery, 
numbers  of  the  Britons  yielded  themfelves  up  to  the  mercy  of 
their  enemies :  others  more  brave,  continued  to  oppofe  them 
from  the  places  of  their  retreat  ^  and  the  miferable  remainder, 
indulging  the  lad  effort  of  delpair,  fell  to  injure  and  defpoil 
one  another/ 

*  Sede,  lib.  I.  cap.  JCIII.  p.  ^u    GUdai,  cap. XVII.    GirtkL  Cambrenfii,  lib. 
VJ.  jp.  4j, 

*  Bede,  ibid.  i  Verftegan,  chap.  V.  p.  ii6.  *  Giidas,  p.  6. 

*  Bed.,  Ub.  I.  rap.  XIV.  p.  51. 
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The  invaders  themfelves,  unacquainted  with  die  arts  of  agri- 
culture, and  perpetually  harrafled  by  the  fuddcn  incurfions  of  the 
Britons,  began  to  feel  the  pftflure  of  that  famine  which  they 
had  occafioncd ;  and  were  obliged  to  relinquifh  their  poiTeflions^ 
and  retire  into  their  own  country/  During  this  interval  o€ 
peace,  the  Britons  returned  to  their  habitations,  and  to  their  ufuai 
employments  in  huibandry.  Favourable  feaibns  having  (econded 
their  labours,  an  aftonifhing  plenty  enTued  y  wben^  forgetful  of 
their  paft  misfortunes,  and  improvident  for  the  future^  they  are 
faid  to  have  fallen  into  luxury,  and  into  vices  of  every  kind,  the 
mofl:  atrocious ;  a  circumftance,  which  not  only  marks  the  man- 
ners  of  the  age,  but  alfo  proves  them  to  be  unworthy  of  that 
freedom  they  had  lately  recovered«*> 

There  is  ia  point  of  depreflion  as  welt  as  of  exaltation,  as 
has  been  obferved  by  an  acute  philoibphic  fpirit,*  which  in  gene- 
ral  limits  the  progrefs  of  human  affairs  i  and  from  which  they 
ufually  return,  either  by  a  flow  or  a  rapid  movement,  to  the 
oppoiite  extreme.  Though  reduced  to  the  loweft  ilate  of  weak- 
nefs  and  mifery,  the  Britons,  roufed  by  the  virtue  of  fucceeding 
princes,  recovered  their  native  fpirit ;  and,  rifing  again  into  free- 
dom and  importance,  aflerted  for  many  ages  the  rights  of  injured 
humanity. 

About  this  period,  Cafwallon,  the  prince  of  Cumbria,  made 
choice  of  Mona  ^  for  his  refidence ;  and  being  the  eldeft  branch 

«  Oildas,  cap.  XVIF.  *  Bede,  cap.  XVH.  •  Mr.  Hume, 

a  The  ruin*  of  hit  palace  were  to  be  jcea  Bear  LUa  EBtax  io  the  Rer*  Sfr* 
Rowland's  time* 
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of  the  Cynetbian  family^  he  had  of  courfe  a  preemineoce  in 
dignity  5  the  other  Cambrian  princes  paying  hhn  homage  and 
obedience  as  their  fuperior  lord.'  From  this  aera  we  may  fiy  th$ 
date  of  a  diftin£t  fovereignty  in  North  Wales. 

Amono  the  various  evils  accumulated  upon  the  Britons,  we 
may  aUb  add  the  mi&ries  of  religious  dili&niion.  It  is  equally 
deplorable  ^s  it  is  fti'ange,  that  the  Chriftian  religion^  fo  well 
adapted  to  foften  and  to  meliorate  the  human  heart,  ihould,  by 
a  fi^tal  perveriSpn,  be  made  the  means  of  deilroying  thte  mildiiefs 
of  its  ipirit,  and  of  inJQring  its  purity ;  by  calling  into  adipn 
the  ma^gnant  and  angry  pa^ioms,  and  by  confinUig  the  natural 
freedoiQ  of  the  mmd,  within  the  narrow  limits  prefcribed  to  it 
by  prgudice  and  the  pride  of  opinion^  The  herefy  of  the  PeU'- 
l^ans  hayd;  9t  tbi?  ^t^i  lpr<^  in  the  ChrifHan  church  {  zx^A  the 
dilutes  which  it  produced  were  canied  oa.  with  much  animofity 
and  rancouc)  evils,  which  have  always  arifen  from  the  paffions 
whenever  tiiey  miogie  in  theological  cpntcoveriy/. 

To  remedy  thefe  evils,  and  to  reduce  to  one  ftandard  rdigiou* 
opnions,  the  Britiih  clergy  appTied  for  afliftance  to  a  Gallican 
council ;  which  deputed  St.  Germain,  attended  by  another  biftiop   A.  ih 
of  the  name  of  Lupus,  xu^oia  that  nu(&(^»'   The  former'  prelate, 
who  was  a  xrask  ^i  learning  and  f^ety,  and  leems  to  have  poileiled 

k  Rowland,  p.  146,  147,  i48«  ^  Matt.  Wei^m.  p.  114. 

s  Ibid.    Bcdc^s  Eccl.  Hift,  Ub.  L  cap.  XVIt  p.  $4*    Run.  Higdcii*»  Polychroii* 

lib.  y,  ^.  9«^ 

F  2  aR>ti<i 
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a  folid  and  cxtenfive  genius,  having  for  the  prefent  given  a  check  ' 
to  the  Pelagian  innovations,  fixed  his  refidence  in  Cambria; 
where,  it  is  probable,  that  at  this  early  period,   many  of  its 
inhabitants  ftSl  remained  in  ignorance,  ^  and  had  fcarcely  any 
knowledge  of  chriftianity.' 

During  the  converfion  of  the  Britons  in  Cambria,  and  while 
St.  Germain  was  introducing  learning  with  fome  degree  of  order 
into  the  church,  the  Saxons  joined  in  confederacy  with  the  -^ 
Pi6ls,  and  invaded  that  part  of  the  country.  At  this  jun£lure, 
many  Britons  were  affembled  to  be  inftrufted  by  St.  Germain 
in  the  principles  of  chiiftianity,  and  to  receive  baptifm  at  his 
hands  on*  the  feftival  of  Eafter.  Supported  by  this  multitude, 
who  were 'fired  with  religious  enthufiafm,  St.  Germain  calmly^ 
waited  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  at  a  place  called  Maes-Garmoffy 
near  Mold  in  Flintftiu^e  5  and  at  the  moment,  when  the  Saxons- 
were  ruftiing  to  the  attack,  he  ordered  the  Britons  to  call  aloud^ 
three  times,  Allelujah.  The  found  having  increafed  by  the  re* 
verberation  of  the  adjacent  mountains,  threw  the  Saxons  into 
fo  great  a  panic,  that  they  were  foon  routed.*  We  eafily  con- 
ceive that  a  fuperflitious  people,  would  impute  this  fmgular  > 
viftory  to  the  extraordinary  interpofition  of  the  Almighty  s  and 
that  they  efteemed  their  leader,  tike  Gideon,  to  be  armed  with  * 
celeftial  power.  But  the  imnd,  at  the  prefent  period^  not  feeing 
ol^efts  through  the  medium  of  either  fuperftition  or  enthufiafm> 

'  Gonftantius'  Life  of  St.  Germaiir. 
^  Sede*8  Ecclef.  Hifi,  lib.  I.  cap.  XZ.  p.  $;.  Laoghorxu,  Ant«  Albioneafca,  p.  1%^ 

will 
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Will  conclude  this  event  to  have  arifcn  out  of  natural  caufesj;, 
always  under  the  direction  of  Divine  Providence.    The  Saxon^^ 
it  is  poilible,  from  the  nature  of>  the  outcry,  might  fufpc6t  am 
ambufh,  or  that  the  number  of  the  Bntons  was  increaftd :  be- 
fides>  the  mind  of  man,  in  an  uncultivated  ftate,  is  liable  to  fears  * 
the  moft'  fudden,  abfurd^  and  conta^ous »    Having  thus  preferved  * 
the  public  trancjuillity  from  foreign  enemies,  and  by  civil  and^ 
religious  regulation?  having  fecured  in  fbme  meafure  the  peace  of 
the  country^   St.  Germain  attempted  before  his  departure  to 
eftablifli»  a  naval  force;  affuring  the  Britons,  that  it  muft  be 
upon  their  fleets  alone  they  could  rationally  depend  for  their 
future  fccurity.' 

Const ANTiNE,  the  king  of  Britaiii,  was,  at  this  time,  mur- 
dered by  the  treachery  of  a  Pift,  while  he  was  engaged  in  the 
pleafures  of  the  chace.  His  fon^^  Conftans,  though  a  monk,  was  A.  D. 
raifed  to  the  throne,  through  the  machinations  of  Vbrtigem**^ 
his  coufin;  in  hopes  of  direfting  the  government  of  a  prince, 
who,  having  been  bred- in  the  recefles  of  a  clbifter,  was  of  courfe 
uninftru£led  in  the  management  of  public  affairs,  and  in  the  laws 
of  his  kingdom.*  There  was  fomcthing  bold  in  the  genius  of 
Vortigern.  He  poflcfTed  qualities  which  ufually  decide  in  great 
and  turbulqnt  fcenes ;  but:  he  waS:  led  by  them  into  a  feries  of. 

>  Berkeley'^'  Naval  Hift.  Britain,  p.  44. 

*  G^vrtheym  G^wthenauy  lord  of  Guoent  Erging  and  Euas  in  South  Wales.  U.  Morris. 

*  Geoffl  Moninouth,  p.  173.     Rowland,  p.  169, 184.     Ranulph.  EGgden^  lib.  IV. 
p.  119* .  6ale*s  Script.    Math^  We^tm.    Flores  HiA.  p,  113. 

crimes^ 
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<:riQ)es>  whix^  have  marked  his,  lifq  with  misfoituiie,  ^nd  his 
charaftcr  with  infamy* 


A.  D. 

448. 


Asibon  as  Tortigem  had  taken,  the  i*ems  of  government  Into 
his  hands,  he  difliained  to  ad  a  ibcondary  part  m  its  afiairsi 
but,  allured  by  the  proiped  of  the  crown,  he  determined  to 
reach  that  point  of  his  ambition  by  the  murder  of  his  fovereign/ 
In  purfuance  of  this  defign,  the  king's  guards,  who  had  been 
recommended  by  Yortigem  hixafelf,  and  were  inftigated  by  re* 
wards  and  his  artful  fuggeftions,  entered  the  prince's  bed  chamber; 
and  having  cut  off  bis  liead,  t:arned  it  bleeding  to  the  regent. 
Vortigem,  however  delighted  with  the  fpedtade,  feigned  the  ut- 
moft  aftonifliment  and  horror,  wept  over  the  ghaftly  vifage,  and 
by  a  mafter-^oke  of  ^icy,  ^  if  afie6ted  with  honeft  indig- 
nation, commanded  the  heads  of  the  aflafCns  to  be  ftruck  off*^ 
The  iingular  addrefs  of  Vortigem,  in  the  condti£fc  of  this  afiair, 
might  caufe  the  death  of  Conflans,  in  fome  degree,  to  remain 
inveloped  in  uncertainty  and  darknefs.  It  removed  however  the 
obftacle  to  his  ambition,  and  he  immediately  afcended  the  throne;^ 
but  whether  by  his  own  ufurpation^  or  that  he  was  called  to  the 
vacant  dignity  by  the  voice  of  the  Britifli  ftates,  is.  a  point  which 
remains  undecided. 


'  Jo.  Rofs.  Ant.  Watw.  p.  5{*    Math.  W^flm.    Flores  Hift.  p*  iz}* 
*  Pol^rchronicon,  lib.  IV.   p.  22U  in  Gale's  Scriptorc$.    Geoff.  Monmouth,  p. 
178%    £van't  Mirrour  of  paft  Ages,  in  Welibt  p«  9S* 

3  Jelowland's  Mont  Ant.  p«  z84« 
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H^HE  let  as  paiafe  a  mom^it  over  znep&cb  diiHnguiihod  inliie: 
Britiih  annals,  when  the  Saxons  wo^e  invited  into  Britain  to  be 
the  guardians  olF  its  fafety,  and  point  out  the  probable  cauies 
of  a  meafure  fo  delufive,  and  fatal.  The  rapid  changes  of  feverali 
princes  from  the  iceptre  to  the  grave^  had  fhevm  the  precarious 
tenure  under  which  the  British  fovereigns  had  held  their  power*. 
The  fear>  likewife,  of  falling  a  j(acri£k:e  to  the  juftice  of  his  couii- 
try>  might  be  a  powerful,  motive  with  Vortigem,  to  unite  his> 
caufe  withs  the  ambitious  views^  of  the  Saxons ;  whoTe  number 
and  valour  might  proteft  him  from  danger,  and  fupport  their 
mutual   interefts*    Superadded  to  thefe  motives  of  a  peribnal 
nature,  the  public  iafety,  at  diis  time  threatened  with  an  invafion  < 
of.  the  Pifts  and  Scots,  fervcd  Vortigem  as  a  plaufible  pretext 
to  convene  the  ftates  of  the  kingdom^  and  to  propofe  in  that 
allembly  the  neceffity  of  fuch  an^  alliance/.    Nothing  could  fo 
ftrongly  mark  the  fear  and  diftraClion,  which  at  this  rime,  in- 
fluenced the  gene!i»l  council,  as  adopting  ib  haftUy  a  meafiire, 
repugnant  to  every  principle  of  fowoA  policy*    The  Aurcepding 
hiftory  of  the  Saxon  wars,  replete  with  human  mifefy ^  and  the 
ruin:  of  the  Britifli  empire,  the  efFeft  of  this  day's  counfels,  ace 
melancholy  leffons  to  mankind;  that  a  people> . who  have  not 
themfelves  the  virtue  to  defend  their  country,  are  not  likely  by 
advenririous  aid  to  prelerve  its  freedonu 

1  Bcdc,  \i\>.  L  cap.  XIV.  p,  ji,  jj.    Polidorc  Viirga,  Ub.  III.  p.  ?$•.  Math. 
Wcflin,   FloresHiftoiiaruHi,  p.  xis«    GUdas,  cap.  ZXUL  {•  7^  Gale's  edit* 
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A  WEAK  credulity,  and  %  temper  hafty  and  impetuous,  were 

rthe  leading  qualities  of  the  Britons;  which  frequently  excited 

^them  to  refoiutions  the  mofl:  precipitate  and  iU  founded.    Thefe 

.defeats,  which  have  been  ruinous  to  their  liberties  in  every  period 

of  their  annals,  laid  them  9pen  to  the  machinations  and  intereftsd 

^views  of  this  crafty  ufurper  i  and  it*was  an  eafy  matter  for  Vorti- 

,gem,  by  foundiQg  «the  alarm  of  danger,  to  obtain  the  confent 

,  of  the  Britifh  Hates,  that  <d€|)Uties  ihould  be  immediately  dif- 

^patched  to  folicit  aid  of  the  Saxons/  Some  nobler  fpirits,.enduad 

with  greater  ftrength  of  difcemment,  {aw  the  fatal  tendency  Qf 

.the  meafure,  and  exerted  their  utmoft  el^rts  to.  oppofe  the  current 

^of  .this  gmeral  infatuation.    But  the.evil  genius  of  Britain  pre* 

vaileds  and  deputies  were  fent  to  the  Saxons,  to  folicit  their  aflifl;* 

.ance  again/l  the  ^common  enemy,  the  Fi^s  and  the  Scots/ 

Th*  various  tribes  of  the  Saxons,'  at  this , period,  were  go- 
vemed  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  Celtic  nations.  An  aflembly, 
compqfed  of  twelyc  of  the  moft  eminent  chieftains,  formed  the 
great  council. of  the  nation,  and  during  peace  direfted  the  pub- 
lic adminiftration ;  ,but  in  times  of  war,  one  perfon  of  this 
body,  pre*eminent  in  valour  and  other  talents  for  command, 
was  chofen  by  the  common  fufirages  to  take  upon  him  the 
,condua  of  the  ftate.*    At  .this  period,  Hengift  and  Horfa  were 

•  Bcdc,  lib.  I.  cap.  XIV.  p.  52.  PoUdorc  Virgil,  lib.  III.  p.  SJ. 
*  Evaii's  Mirrour  of  paft  Ages,  written  in  Welffli. 
»^  So  cdled  from  ufing  military  weapons  that  were  in  the  fliape  of  a  y^/^,   and 
^Ued  in  tbeir  language y^^^r//.    Verftegan,  chap.  I.  p.  ai,  aa. 

•4  Verftegan,  chap.  III.  j.  61. 
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princes  of  great  diftinftion.  They  were  the  defcendants  of  Wo- 
den/ the  founder  of  the  nation,  and  regarded  by  the  Saxons  as 
the  deity  who  prefided  in  war/  agreeably  to  the  cuftom  of  the 
early  ages,  of  paying  divine  honours  to  any  diftinguifhed  indi- 
vidual, who  had  been  the  inftrument  of  glory  or  of  utility  to  his 

country* 

* 

When  the  Britifli  deputies  appeared  before  the  aflembly  of  the 
Saxon  ftates,  they  opened  the  nature  of  their  commiflion,  and 
foliated  affiftance.'  Struck  with  this  favourable  opportunity  of 
difplayiiig  their  valour,  and  of  gratifying  their  avidity,  and 
probably  difceming  the  confequent  advantages,  the  Saxons  agreed 
to  fend  the  Britons  immediate  aid  \  and  a  large  body  of  troops 
was  embarked  under  the  command  of  Hengift  and  Horfa/  The 
former  of  thefe  warriors,  by  his  valour  and  abilities,  was  every 
way  qualified  to  fupport  the  expectations  of  his  country.  On 
the  charaCler  of  Horfa,  hiftory  is  filent ;  except  that,  along  with 
his  brother,  he  had  ferved  in  the  Roman  armies  under  Valen- 
tinian  the  third/ 

When  the  deputies  returned  into  Britain,  and  reported  the 
fuccels  of  their  embafly,  there  was  great  rejoicing  in  the  court 

■  From  Woden  is  derived  Wednefday,  being  the  day  dedicated  to  the  honour  of 
that  Saxon  deity.  Friday  likewifc  is  derived  from  the  Saxon  goddefe  Fria,  being 
the  day  dedicated  to  her  worfliip ;  and  in  the  fame  manner,  every  other  day  in  the 
weeky  has  taken  its  derivation  from  the  Saxon  deities.  See  Vcrflcgan,  cap.  IIF. 
p.  69—77.     Bede,  lib.  L  cap.  XV.  p.  53.     Sammes's  Britifh  Ant.  352. 

*  Ran.Higden  Polychron,  Gale^s  Script,  lib.  V.  p.iia.  '  Gildas,  p.  7. 

4  Gildas,  cap.XXIII.  p.  7.  Gale's  edit.     Bede,  lib.  I.  cap.  XV.  p.  53. 

^  Verflcgan,  chap.V.  p.  118. 
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A.  D.    o£  Vortigern/     Soon  after  their  arrival,  the  Saxon  auxiliaries 

449. 

landed  at  Ebsfleete  in  the  ifland  of  Thanet ;  the  place  whichj  bj 
previous  agreement,  had  been  allotted  for  their  refidcncc.*  Under 
the  influence  of  thofe  fear»  which  ever  agitate  guilty  mind^v  it 
is  natural  to  fuppofe,  that  the  arrival  of  his  new  allies,  would  be 
a  matter  of  pleafure  and  comfort  to  the  Britifli  king.'  To  (hew 
them  greater  honour,  he  repaired  in  peribn  to  meet  the  Saxons, 
and  waited  their  landing  on  the  &a  fliore ;  he  there  received  them 
with  extraordinary  careffes,  entertained  them  with  feafts  feveral 
days ;  and  after  he  had  fettled  their  fiipulated  pay,,  to  avoid  the 
eaufes  of  future  difcontent^,  he  led  them  againff  the  Pids  and 
Scots/  who  at  this  time  had  penetrated  as  far  as  Stamford.^ 
That  they  might  give  an  early  impreflion  of  their  valour.  Hen- 
gift  placed  the  Saxons  in  the  front,  as  the  fiation  of  danger ;  and 
the  Britons  formed  the  rear  of  the  army^  In  this  fituation,  they 
waited  the  attack  of  the  enemy  j.  who  began  the  af&ult,  as  was- 
ufually  their  cuftom,:  by  a  difcharge  of  lances  and  darts  >.  whidi 
made  no  impreflion  upon  the  Saxons,  who  were  accuflomed  ta 
fight  in  a  clofer  order,  with  long  fwords  and  battle  axes.  At 
length,  after  an  engagement  obftinately  difputed  and  bloody,  the 
Pifts  and  Scots  were  entirely  defeated/  By  this  vidtory  the  Saxon: 
princes  obtained  a  high  reputation  for  valour  and  military  con— 

»  Evanses  Mirrour,  in  Wclfli,  p.  qS, 

*  Vcrftcgao,  chap.  V.  p.  117.    Bede,  Hb,  I.  cap.  XV.  p.  52.    Saxon  Chron..by 
Gibfon,  p.  12.  '  Vcxftegaa,  chap.V.  p.  iit* 

*  Humfrey  Lhuyd'd  Brev.  p.  13.     Verftegan,  chap.  V.  p.  laa. 
'  Gale's  Script.     RaQulph  Hlgden  Polychron.  lib.  V.  p.  222- 

•  V«rJ(l€gan,.chap.  V.  p.  122.    Bcdc,  lib.  Leap.  XV.  p..52.    Gale's  Script,  ibid. 

3  du6l»; 
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du6l/  A  few  fubfequent  efforts,  which  were  always  unprof- 
parous,  obliged  the  Pifts  and  Scots  to  relinquifh  their  conquefts, 
and  to  retreat  into  their  own  country.  If,  upon  this  fortunate 
turn  in  their  affairs,  the  Britons  had  united  under  a  fovereign  of 
ability  and  virtue,  had  enforced  the  immediate  departure  of  the 
Saxons,  at  a  time  whdn  they  were  few  in  number,  and  had  alf^ 
^eftaUifhed  a  naval  force  ^  they  nugfat  have  preferved  the  public 
tranquillity,  and  have  fecured^  for  a  time  at  leaft,  the  national 
independence^ 

« 

Instead  of  tfaeie  decifive  aod  politic  meafures,  a  ruinous  and 
irreparable  one  emfued,  Foi*  Heng^fl;  whofe  penetrating  miad 
had  feed  into  the  defigas,  andixibGal  fituatbn  of  Vortigem ;  and 
who  had  ob&rved  l^e  luxury,  tlie  ne^gence,  and  effeminacy  of 
the  J^itons ;  and  bad  noticed  the  riushnds  of  t^r  cbu^tiy  com^ 
pared  witih  Ms  own ;  jbn^an  at  this  6aie  to  extend  his  view^  to* 
wards  a  permanent  fettlement  in  it«  Wkh  this  deiign,  lie  invited 
a  frefh  body  of  his  countrymen  to  affifl  in  the  enterprize,  and 
to  partake  i»  the  fruits  of  the  conquefls  which  he  meditated.* 
He  likejAife  reprofented  to  the  Mng  the  necefHty  of  bemg  poiTejSed 
of  fome  fortii&ed  pitfXy  .as  ^  ftcuurity  for  his  troops,  and  as  a 
repofitory  of  their  fpoils  -,  and  accordingly  defired  that  he  might 
^re€l  fuch  a  fortrefs.  The  requeft  of  Hengift  was  at  firft  re- 
f uCed  by  Vortigern,  thiaugh  fear  that  it  might  excitp  a  jealoyJ^r 

1  VerftcjKjKi,  Q9p<  V,  p.  122. 
^  Bede's  J^cqU  ^ift,  rlib*  L  rCAp*  2LV,  jp,  -^2.  Saxon  Chron.  p.  J2*    Verfiegaiiy  chap, 

G  z  among 


44  REVIEW    QFANCIENT  Book  II. 

among  the  Britons  j  however,  at  length  he  accompliflied  his  de- 
fign,  by  means  of  an  artifice,  which  if  It  be  true,  marked  the. 
exceeding  fimplicity  of  the  times.' 

Latter  End      INDUCED  by  the  flattering  defcription  which  Hengift  had  given: 

of  A.  D.  ,     , 

450.      of  Britain,  a  large  body  of  Saxons  came  over  ;*  and  among  thefe 
was  the  daughter  of  that  prince,  the  beautiful  Rowenna.'    The- 
arrival  of  thefe  troops  was  feen  with  a  jealous  eye  by  many  of 
the  Britons,   who  were  juftly  alarmed  at  the  confequences  of 
•introducing  into  the  country  fo  great  a  number  of  foreigners.* 
ButVortigern,  the  prefiding  demon  in  the  fate  of  Britain,  and 
whole  fecret  machinations,  it  is  probable,  had  introduced  this 
reinforcement,  either  defpifed  the  remonftrance  of  his  fubjefts,^ 
or  had  the  addrefs  to  iilence  their  fears ;  and  to  perfuade  them  of 
the  necefSty  of  fuch  a  meafure,  on  the  plaufible  pretext  that  the- 
firft  body  of  Saxons,,  from  their  late  loffcs,  would  be  infufficient. 
to  proteft  them  from  their  enemies*^ 

The  intercourfe  fubfifting  between  Hengift  and  the  Britifhr 
kipg,  had  givea  him  the  opportunity  of  obferving  the  confti— 
tutional  charadler  of  that  monarch.;  and  on  this  bafis  he  hoped 

*'  Fabian,  p.  71*.  Geoff.  Monmouth,  p*  i8j,   Verfiegan,  ckap.  V.  p.  121*    Heogjft. 
only  deiired  of  Vortigern  as  much  land  as  the  hide  of  an  ox  would  furrbund.    This 
requeil  being  agreed  to^  thei  artful  Saxon  (U  is  faid)  cut  the* hide -into  fmall  thongs^, 
*  with  which  be  encompalTed  a  fpace  of  ground  fufficient  to  crcdt  a  fort. 

*  Bede,  lib.  I.  cap.  XV.  p.  J*. 
3  Polidore  Virgil,  lib.  III.  p.  55.     Wm.  Malmfbury,  lib.  L  p.'9. 
4  Jfatth.  Wcftm.  p.  u8.  «  Ibid..  ^  Evans's  Mirrour,  p.  99* 

to 
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to  form  an  alliance^  which  fhould  ferve  as  a  cement  to  their 
common  interefts,  and  fhould  give  folidity  to  his  own  future 
defigns.  Having  frequently  acknowledged  his  obligations  to 
Vortigern,  he  requefted  the  honour  of  his  company  to  'a  feaft, 
at  the  caftle  he  had  lately  erefted ;  that  by  every  entertainment 
in  his  power,  he  might  exprefs  his  refpeft  and  gratitude.'  Vorti* 
gern- accepted  the  invitation  to  a  /upper ^  and  the  caroufal  was 
highly  magnificent,  in  the  height  of  their  feftivity,  when  the 
wine  had  circulated,  and  the  mind  was  open  to  no  other  impreffion 
than  plcafure;  tht  fair  Rowenna  appeared  in  the  hall,,  magnifi** 
cently  dreft,  and  holding  in  her  hand  a  golden  cup  which  was  full 
of  wine.  Having  gracefully  prefented  herfelf  upon  one  knee 
before  the  king,  flie  thus  addreffed  him  in  her  own  language,- 
**  Waes  heal  hlaford  Cyningy  or,  Be  of  health  lord  king."  Agree- 
ably furprifed  with  the  fudden  appearance  of  a  beautiful  lady 
kneeling  before  him,  the  king  demanded  ot  his  chamberlain,, 
who  was  the  interpreter,  the  nature  of  her  fuit.*  He  was  inr 
formed,  that  the  princefs  Rowenna  accofted.him  after  the  man- 
ner of  her  country ;.  where  it  was  ufual.at  caroufals,  for  any  one 
who  flxall  drink  to  another,  to  cry  wajheihy  the  perfon  to  whom 
he  thus  fpeaks  fhall  an(v/Qr,- Drynk-heil -,  then  he  who  firft  cried. 
^aJJoeily  drinks,  and  prefents  him  with  the  cup;  While  the -in- 
terpreter was  explaining  to  Vortigern  the  nature  of  this  gothic  , 
fcflivity,,  that  prince  finiled  upon  Rowenna,  and  faid  to  her  in: 

I.  Px>lidore. Virgil,. lib. III2  p.  56.    Wmi  Malmlb^ry,  p.  9.     Verft.  chap;  V.  p.  ia6». 
•' Jj;).  Rofs.  Ant.  Warw.  .HiIl..Rcgt  Attgl.  p.  5^.     V^JiHegan,  chap.  V.  p.  127. 

thej 
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the  Sairon  language,  ^*  Drynk  beii^  or  drink  the  health!^ '  Upon 
this  the  princefs  drank  a  little  out  of  the  cup»  and  pre^ted  it 
gracefully  to  the  kings  who  then,  agreeably  to  tbe  cuftom»  ^vc 
ber  a  falute.  She  immediately  retired,  with  the  profoundeft  re-- 
^)e£):,  out  of  the  king's  prefence.*  The  unoommon  beauty  of 
the  Saxon  pdncefs,  the  gracefulnefi  of  her  manners^  and  the 
touching,  Angularity  of  the  a£lion,  imprefled  upon  him  when  he 
wffi  heated  with  wine,  enlirdiy  fafcinated  the  ibul  of  Vortigern ; 
find  left  no  traces  of  any  other  imprefllons  in  his  mind^  than 
thofe  of  love  and  defire.  To  increaie  ftiU  more  this  amorous 
frenzy,  many  impediments  were  artfully  thrown  by  Hengift  in 
the  way  ^  lus  paflion.'  But  the  infatuated  moaardi,  inflamed 
with  defire,  difregarded  eveiy  obflacle,  which  the  dilates  of 
honour,  prudence,  and  rdi^n  had  oppofed  to  his  wi&es.  He 
removed  the  diief  impediment  bycivorcing  hb  wife,  who  had 
borne  him  three  fons  ;^  and  having  raanried  the  Saxon  prince(s« 
he  invefted  Hengift  with  the  fovereignty  of  Kent,  violently 
wrefling  that  territory  from  its  original  proprietor ;  he  lifcewife 
put  him  in  po^Teflion  of  tlie  three  counties  of  Eflex,  Suffolk  and 
Middlefex.^ 

The  marriage  of  Vortigern,  fo  oppofite  to  the  ideas  of  a 
fuperftitious  age ;  his  late  munificence  to  Hengift,  fo  contrary  to 

»  Vcrflcgan,  chap.  V.  p*  127^         *  Pabian,  p.ya*  •Gcoffry  Moftmouth,  .p.  \%i* 

3  WiUiam  Malmfbury,  p.  9. 
'♦  ^an.  Higden,  Kb.  V.  p.  212.   PoKdorc  Virgil,  lib.  IH-  p.  S«.    Ycrftcgan,  <h^ . 
V.  p.  137.    Walton's  Englifh  Poetry,  from  Oeoff.  Monmouth. 

J  Vcrftcgan,  cap,  V.  p.  128.  William  Malmlbuiy,  lib.  I.  p.  9. 

juftiee. 
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jufticc,  with  his  open  partiafitjr  for  the  Saxons,  had  fpread  in 
every  place  indignation  andalarm^'  But  while  the  Britons  era- 
ployed  themfelves  only  in  complaints  and  unavailing  difcontent» 
the  politic-  Hengifl:>  fenfible  that  guilt  had  made  the  lung  fiil>- 
&rvient)  and  of  confequence  a  dupe  to  his  defignsf  induced« 
him  to  give  his  confent  iw  a^  further  reinforcement  of  Saxona.'' 
And  to  promote  this  defign,  he  infufed  into  his  mind  the  danger 
€f  his  iituation,^  from  the  revolt  of  his  fubjefis  univerially  dif-* 
a&£l6d  ^  and  from  the  probable  defign  of  Ambrofius,^  of  aiierting. 
his  right  to  the  crewn,  and  of  revenging  the  murder  of  his  brother 
Conftans/    In  confequence  of  this,  a  large  body  of  Saxons  arrived 

wnda  the  command  of  Abifa,  ,the  brother  of  Hengift,  and  of  his   A*  D. 

452. 

fon  Ofta.*  Thefe  leaders  landed  in  the  iflands  of  the  Orcades  \ 
and  having  fubdued  them,  and  obliged  the  Pids  to  evacuate  the 
Northumbrian  territory,  they  fettled  in  the  country  which  had 
been  abandoned/  The  Saxons,  at  firft,  only  occupied  the  land 
upon  the  eaftern  fhore,  which  lies  to  the  north  of  the  Tyne;: 
they  afterwards  advanced  by  flow  degrees  to  the  fouth,^  and  dif- 
po(fefled  the  Britons  of  the  country  as  far  as  the  Humbert 

t  Mattlu  Wefl.   p.  rij.    PolidoKC  Virgil,  libr  III.  p.  59.    Vcrftegaa,  chap.  V, 
p.  laS.  ^  Fabiaiij  p.  fi. 

5  EmrysWledig.  The  fon  of  the  Britiih  king  Conftantine,  who,  after  hh  brother'5^ 
death,  retired  into  Armorica  for  proteftion. 

♦  Matth.  Weft.  p.  117. 
5  W.  Malmfbury,  lib.  I.  p%  9*    Vcrftegan,  cap.  V.  p^  iiS.     Saxon  Chron.  p.  I2#. 
ITeniiius,  cap*  XXXYIl.  Bertcatn's  edition. 

'  ^  W*  Malmibiury,  lib.  I.  p.  9.    Nen^iaa,  cap*  XXXVII» 

7  Ra^by.vol.  I.  p..  3 a. 

A.  FRIEN^-^ 
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A  FRIENDSHIP  cemented  by  principles  fo  interefted  and  bafe, 
-as  thofc  which  fubfifted  in  the  minds  of  Hengift  and  Vortigem, 
rinuft  be  of  neceflity  precarious ;  and  was  not  likely  to  be  of 
longer  duration  than  the  rnotives  which  formed  the  alliance. 
On  the  acceffion  of  ftrength  which  he  received  by  the  arrival  of 
fo  confiderable  a  force,  Hengift  immediately  threw  off  the  mafk. 
He  no  longer  paid  any  refpe6t  to  the  perfon  of  Vortigem,  and 
«nder  the  pretence  of  keeping  up  the  number  of  his  forces,  he 
continually  increafed  them  by  frelh'  fupplies  which  were  fent 
him  from  the  continent;  without  the  knowledge,  and  even  with- 
out deigning  to  aJk  the  permiffion  of  the  king.  When  the  firft 
body  of  Saxons  came  into  Britain,  they  had  a  ffipulated  pay 
allowed  them  ;*  which,  it  is  probable,  confifted  both  of  money 
and  provifions ;  befide  the  ifland  of  Thanet,  which  was  allotted 
for  their  refidence.'  The  firft  condition  not  having  been  duly 
performed,*  or  perhaps  under  that  pretext,  Hengift  at  this  time 
demanded  the  pay  or  provifions  for  the  whole  number  of  Saxons 
m  his  army ;  and  infolently  threatened,  in  cafe  of  refufal,  that 
they  would  do  themfelves  juftice  by  the  force  of  arms*  This 
demand,  however  oppreflive,  was  inftantly  complied  with,  to 
tate  from  the  Saxons  every  plaufible  ground  of  contention.  Still 
rifing  in  their  demands  from  the  late  conceflion,  their  hbftile 
defigns  appeared  without  dilguife,  and  were  difcovered  to  be  of 
the  moft  dangerous  tendency/    In  this  moment  of  danger,  when 

■  Bede,  lib.  I.  cap.  XV.  *  Matth.  Wcfim.  p.  216. 

i  W.  Malmlbury,  lib.  I.  p.  9.  4  Vcrftegan,  chap.  V.  p.  128. 

5  Gildas,  p.  8.   Bcdc,  lib.  I.  cap.  XV.  p.  53.   Verflcgan,  cap.  V.  p.  128.  * ' 

the 
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the  Britons  feemed  deftitute  of  every  manly  and  virtuous  exertion, 
they  fuddenly  rofc  into  a  degree  of  wifdom  and  public  fpirit, 
which,  for  a  time,  gave  a  fortunate  turn  to  their  affairs* 

The  folly  and  the  crimes  of  Vortigem  had  rendered  him  the 

6b^e£t  of  univerfal  deteftation.     In  confequence  of  which,  he 

was  depofed  from  the  throne  by  a  general  afleitibly  of  the  Britifh    A.  B. 

464* 
flates,  and  the  crown  was  given  to  his  eldefl  fon  Vortimer." 

The  talents  of  this  prince,  exercifed  in  a  vigorous  oppofition 
to  the  Saxons,  fully  juftified  the  choice  of  his  country.  The  firft 
meafiires  of  his  reign  were  prudent  and  decifive.  He  propoied 
to  the  Saxons,  that  they  might  retire  unmolefted  out  of  Britain  ; 
he  ieparated  his  own  fhips  from  theirs ;  and  having  protected  his 
fleet  with  a  large  body  of  his  troops,  he  pofted  the  remainder 
of  his  army  in  a  ftrong  fituation/  Alarmed  at  this  formidable 
^pearance  and  fpirited  a^vity  of  Vortimer,  the  Saxons  applied 
to  the  Pi6ls  and  Scots  to  join  in  alliance  againfl  the  common 
enemy.'  Thefe  people  readily  agreed  to  the  invitation ;  and  with 
tlie  Saxons  already  ftationed  in  thofe  parts,  formed  a  confiderable 
force  in  the  north.  In  the  mean  time,  that  a  jun£tion  might 
not  be  formed  of  the  two  armies,  Vortimer  fuddenly  attacked  the 
£axons  on  their  own  ground  in  Kent,  under  the  command  of 

«  Gnvrtbefyr  Fendigaid.    Rowland's  Mon.  Ant.  p.  184.     Vcrflcgan,  cap.  V.  p.  laS. 
Fabian^s  Chron.  p*  73.    Matth.  Weftm.  p«  iift. 

*  Berkeley's  Naval  Hift,  p.  49. 

I  Bcde,  lib.  I.  cap.  XV.  p.  J3.    Polidore  Virgil,  lib.  III.  p.  57.    Ran.  Hiaden, 
lib.  V.  p.  111^  • 
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Hengift  and  Horfa.  This  battle  was  fought  at  AUsford,  and 
difpated  with  great  obftinacy,  but  was  at  length  decided  in  favour 
of  the  Britons.'  Amidft  the  flaughter  of  the  day,  Horfa,  and 
Cartigern*  the  younger  brother  of  Vortimer,  fell  by  each  other's 
fword.'  The  Britons,  Iittlfe  accuftomed  to  the  fmiles  of  fortune, 
were  animated  by  this  vi6Voi7  to  purfue  their  iuccefs ;  atid  in 
feveral  battles  whic^  followed,  they  feera  in  general  to  bare  had 
the  advantage.'  The  laft  ad:ion  is  ferd  to  have  been  (o  dccifive, 
that  the  Saxons  were  forced  to  retreat  into  the  ifland  of  Thanet/ 
The  fame  good  fortune  likevi^ife,  favoured  their  arms  in  the  north, 
againft  the  combined  forces  of  the  Pidls,  and  the  Saxons  tinder 
Ofta**  Difpirited  by  So  many  defeats  tfpon  land,  HengiA,  chang- 
ing his  plan  of  operation,  determined  that  the  difpute  lliould  be 
decided  at  fea ;  and  as  foon  as  his  fhips  wefe  manned  with  the 
choiceft  of  his  foIdiers>  he  failed  ift  putfuit  of  the  Britifti  fleet. 
Vortimer,.  equal  to  every  emergency,  and  whofe  aftivity  and 
valour  had  infufed  a  fpirit  info  hh  foldiefs,  was  prepared  to  re- 
ceive him,  though  inferior  to  the  Saxon  prince  in  the  number 
and  fize  of  his  vefTels.  In  this  aflion,  contending  for  the  fate  of 
Britain  on  its  proper  element,  Vortimer  gained  the  advantage^ 
took  feveral  of  the  enemy's  fliips,  and  entirely  drfperfed  their 
fleet/  Purfuing  his  good  fortune,  he  renewed  his  attacks  upon 
land,  and  drove  the  Saxons  into  the  ifland  of  Thanet  i  and  at 


1  Mattb.  Weftm.  p,  119.    Vcrftegaa*  chap^T.  p..ii9%  *  C/mliyrm 

*  FaVian,  p.  75.  »  Ranulph  Higdeli,  lib.  V.  p.  223*    Galena  Scriptorcs*. 

4  Fabian,  p.  76.    VerfegaA,  chapu  V.  p;  ii^ 
9  Berkeley *3,  Naval  Hift*  Eng.  p.  49.  *  Ibid; 

length 
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length  obHged  Hengift  with  his  troops,  who  on  this  occalion  de-- 
ferted  their  women  and  children,  to  retire  into  Germany,  in 
order  to  procure  farther  fupplies.'  After  this  event,  the  Britilh 
prince  coUedled  his  fleet,  which  had  been  difperfed  in  the  late 
action;  and  his  army  was  foon  reinforced  by  numbers  who  crouded 
to  hi9  ftandard  on  account  of  his  brilliaiit  fuccefs.* 

The  profperity,  which  had  jqft  b^;un  to  dawn  upon  Britain, 
was  fbon  clouded  by  the  refentment  and  ambition  of  a  woman* 
Since  the  difgrace  of  Vortig^rn^  that  monarch  had  b^n  im^ 
priibned  in  the  city  of  Cheft^r  ;*  and  during  his  confineaient 
had  behaved  w|th  general  propriety,  having  given  his  Ton  wi& 
and  faithful  coiinfels,  and  having  paid  him  a  refpeftful  obedience. 
This  decent  or  politic  condu^i,  and  the  recolleftion  of  the  great 
qualities  which  he  really  pofleilbd,  or  perhaps  the  natural  fickle- 
nefs  of  the  people,  formed  a  party  in  his  favour,  and  drew  him 
out  of  that  general  odium  in  which  be  had  been  for  fome  time 
iipmeifed/ 

In  this  ftate  of  aflairs,  Rowenna,  incited  by  revenge,  and 
anuous  to  regain  the  dignity  ihe  had  loft,  meditated  the  murder 
of  Vortiwcr.  For  this  purpofe,  ihe  engaged  in  her  fervice  by 
the  promifes  of  a  great  reward  a  young  man,  who,  diiguifed  in 
the  habit  of  a  gardener,  it  is  faid,  appeared  before  the  king 

»  Grafton's  Chr.  p.  89.    Verftcgan,  chap.  V.  p.  1*9.    Matth.  Wcftm.    Florca 
HUi.  p,  1 19,  •  Berkeley's  Naval  Hift.  p.  49. 

*  Catr  LU«n  or  DdyfrJivy.  »  Fabian,  p.  76. 
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one  morning,  while  taking  the  air  in  his  garden  ;  and  prefented 
him  with  a  nofegay  of  flowers j  which  was  fprinkkdwith  poifon.* 
As  foon  as  the  king  was  fenfible  of  its  efFefts,  and  that  his  death 
was  inevitabte,  he  called  into  his  prefence  the  Britifh*  nobility  i 
exhorted  them  to  a  manly  defence  of  their  country  5  and  re- 
quired, that  ^fter  his  death  they  ftiould  ereft  a  fepulchre  on  the 
fea  fliore,  and  fix  it  in  the  port  where  the  Saxons  ufually  landed/ 
deluded  by  the  vain  imagination, .  that  the  image  and  relics  of  a 
dead  warrior,  would  infufe  the  fame  terror,  which  he  himfelf  had 
infpired  when  alive.  The- Britifh  nobles-,  however,  not  adopting 
A.  D.  the  idle  delufion  of  their  matter,  or,  what  is  more  probable,  negli- 
gent of  his  commands,  interred, him  in  London.** 

The  levity,  which  we  have  frequently  noticed  as  a  natural  de- 
fed*  in- the  Britifh  charadter,  appears  at  this  junfttire  to  have 
influenced  the  national  council.  For  in*  that  aflembly,  by^aa. 
unaccountable  caprice,  Vortigern  wasrc-defledtothe  fovereigii 
dignity  5*  the  fame  man  who  a  few  years  before  had  been  folcmnly 
depofed  from  the  throne,  as  a  traitor  to  his  country. 

Thus  far  the  machinations  of  Rdwelma  had  fucceeded  to  her 
wifhes.     She  had  at  length  attained  to.  her  former  -grandeur  by 

■  Evans's  Mirrour,  p.  jo6,  from  an  old  Manufcript*.   Verftegan,  chap*  V.  p.  129. 
Fabian,  p.  76.     Matth.  Wcftm.  p.  120.    Flores  Hiftoriarum.    Thcfc  writers  all  agree  . 
that  he  waa  poifoncd..  *  Geoff,  Monmouth,  p.  192, 

*  Caer  Ludd^     J  Matth,  Weftm.  p.  120.     Geoff.  Monmouth,  p.  192. 
•  Fabian,  p.  76.    Geoff..  Monmouth,  p.  193.    Gale's  Script.   Polychron.   R.Hig* 
^^»  p.  222.  VerAegan,  chap,  V.  p.  229V 

wading 
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wading  through  the  blood  of  her  fon-in-law  j  and  what  is  but 
too  probable,  with  the  connivance  of  her  infatuated  hufband. 
For  this  prince,  at  the  inftigation  of  his  wife,  fent  intelligence  of 
the  late  events  into  Germany,  and  defired  that  Hengift  her  father 
would  come  into  Britain,  privately,  and  with  a  fmall  train  ;  left,  if 
he  came  over  with  a  larger  fprce,  he  fliould  be  oppofed  by  the 
united  power  of  the  Britons/  When  Hengift  acquainted  his 
followers  with  this  intelligence,  and  propofed  to  them  the  con- 
queft  of  Britain,  they  exprefled  great  reluftance  to  the  enterprize, 
on  account  of  its  uncertainty  and  danger ;  as  they  had  found 
by  experience,  that  the  Britons,  were  brave  when  properly  roufed 
and  led  into  aftion.  Hengift:  had  the  addi-efs  to  remove  thefe 
impreflions,  and  to  raife  the  hopes  of  his  countrymen ;  by  telling 
them,  that  though  the  Britor^s  were  brave,  they  were  neverthelefs 
inferior  to  themfelves  in  policy,  and  in  the  ftratagems  of  war/ 

Thus  allured  by  the  flattering  affurances  of  Hengift,  fout. 
thoufand  Saxons  embarked  under  his  command.'  When  the 
Saxons  approached  the  Britifti  coaft,  they  found  that  the  inha- 
bitants, under  the  command  of  Vortigern,  appeared  fully  deter- 
mined, to  oppofe  their  landing/  Intelligence  of  this  being  pri* 
vatcly  fent  by  Rowenna  to  her  father,  the  Saxon  prince  had  re- 
courfe.to  an  expedient  fuggefted  by  his  wily  and  fertile  imagina-t 
tioH}  as  well  as  from  a  knowledge  of  the  people,  with  whom  he. 

>  Msittb*  Wcftm,  p.  i?o.  *  Evans's  Mirrour,  p.  107, 

'  Matth.  Wcflm.  p.  lao.    Vcrftegan,  cap.  V.  p.  129. 
*  Matth,  Weftm.  p.  120.    Vcrftcgan,  cap.  V.  p.  130. 
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had  to  a£t.  In  this  artifice,  the  weaknefs  or  the  treachery  of 
Vortigem  was  employed.  Hengiil  ient  to  aflure  that  monarch, 
that  his  purpofe  in  coming  into  Britain  was  not  to  offer  an^ 
violence  to  the  kingdom  ;  but  only  to  make  a  vigorous  oppofi- 
tion  againft  his  fon  Vortimer,  whom  he  artfully  pretended  to  be* 
Jieve  was  yet  alive."  It  was  like  wife  propofed  by  Hengift,  that 
.  an  interview  fhould  take  place  between  them^  and  that  each  of 
the  princes  fliould  meet  at  the  place  appointed^  attended  1^  the 
moft  eminent  of  his  train  ;*  and  in  order  to  banifh  every  idea  of 
hoftile  intention,  it  was  artfully  fuggefted  by  the  Saxon  chief, 
that  both  parties  ftiould  appear  without  their  arms.  The  pro- 
pofal  was  agreed  to  by  the  king  ^  the  time  of  meeting  was  fixed 
for  the  May  following ;  and  the  place  appointed  for  the  inter- 
view was  probably  at  Stone-henge*  upon  Salifbury  plains.' 

In  the  mean  time,  Hengift,  having  aflembled  the  leaders  in 
his  army,  laid  open  to  them  his  defign  s^  that  under  the  colour 
of  meeting  the  Britons  for  the  purpofes  of  peace^  and  of  eftablifh- 
ing  a  lailing  alliance,  he  intended  to  maflacre  thofe  chieftains 
who  fhould  attend  Vortigern  to  the  interview  -,'  that  by  flriking 
jb  decifive  a  blow,  he  might  cut  the  finews  of  future  refiflance. 
At  the  fame  time  he  gave  orders,  that  his  train  who  attended  thf 

caroufal,  fhould  carry  knives  concealed  in  their  fleeves ;   that 

> 

when  the  fignal  was  given,  each  of  them  fhould  inflantly  flab- 

■  Matt.  Wcftm.  p.  no,  *  Vcrftcgan,  cap.  V.  p.  130.  ♦  Caer  Gawrt 

3  Maes  Mawr.    Matt.  Wcftm.  p.  130.    Verflcgan,  chap.  V.  p.  i^Q, 
*  Evaiu't  Mirrour,  p.  J09.  '  Fabian,  p.  yj. 
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the  perfon  who  fat  upon  his  left  hand  i '  dnd  he  clofed  this  in^ 
femal  command  by  requiring  them  to  "  behave  like  men^  and 
to  (hew  no  mercy  *  to  any  perlbn  but  to  the  king."  . 

Notwithstanding  the  many  proofs  which  the  Saxons  had 
given  of  their  perfidy,  the  Britons,  with  a  degree  of  credulity 
peculiar  to  themfelve$,  fell  into  the  fnare,  and  came  unarmed  to 
the  place  appointed  for  the  interview ;'  where,  by  the  contrivance 
of  Hengift,  they  were  placed  with  his  train  alternately  at  the 
tables,  under  the  pretence  of  confidence,  and  of  a  friendly  inters 
courfe  with  each  other/  When  the  feftivity  was  at  the  height, 
and  probably  in  the  unguarded  moments  of  intoxication,  Hengift 
gave ,  the  fignal  which  had  been  agreed  on.  Hem  cowr  feaxes^  or 
idke  your  feaxes.  At  that  inftarit  every  Saxon  drew  out  his  knife, 
and  plunged  it  into  the  bofom  of  the  perfoA  who  fat  next  to  him.  A.  D. 
Above  three  hundred  of  the  Britifh  nobility,  the  moft  eminent  for 
their  talents  in  the  council  or  in  the  field,  peri(hed  in  this  bloody 
caroatal.^  Vorfigern  was  fpared  in  the  general  cairnage,  though 
detained  a  prifoner  by  Hengift  i^  probably  with  fto  other  defign 
thin  ae  a  cover  to  a  fubfequent  a<St  of  the  Briti/h  king,  which 
carries  with  it  a  ftrong  appearance  of  ba&nefs;  for  in  ord^i? 

I  Matt.  WeitfD.  p.  120.  *  Fabian,  p.  77. 

3  Matt.  Weftm.  p.  120.  4  Evans's  Mirrour,  p.  io^» 

5  MaHh.  Wcftin.  p.  120.     W.  Malmfbury,  lib.  I.  p.  9.   Gale's  Script.    R.  Higden, 
I2>.  V.  p.  2tz.  Verfteg^n;  chap.  V.  p.  rjor.  Huiftfrcy  Llinj^'a  Breviary,  p.  13*   Thefe, 
writers  differ  refped^ing  the  miTnber  (lain. 

*  Verftcgan,  c1t9p.  Y..  p.  rji •    W.  Maltnlbury,  lib.Ii  g.  xo.    R\  Hijdcn,  lib.  V. 
K«  223.     FabiaOf-  p.  7^* 

to 
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to  obtain  his  liberty,  he  made  an  aflignment  to  the  Saxon  prince, 
of  the  prefent  counties  of  Effex,  Suflex,  and  Middlefex,  and 
alfo  confirmed  him  in  thepoffeffion  of  his  former  territories/ 

The  news  of  this  maflfacre,  we  may  eafily  fuppofe,  ipread 
.among  the  Britons  the  utmoft  aftonifhment  and  horror ;  which 
was  probably  heightened  by  a  deep  fufpicion  of  their  fovereigu 
having  afted  a  fecondary  pan,  in  a  fcene  fo  cruel  and  perfidious* 
The  evident  partiality  which  Vortigern  had  (hewn  to  the  Saxons, "" 
and  his  general  flagitious  conduft,'  had  by  this  time  rendered 
him  almofl  univerfally  detefted/  Covered  with  confufion  and 
reproach,  he  withdrew  into  the  wilds  of  Caemarvonfhire;^  but 
though  that  folitary  defert  might  conceal  him  from  his  injured 
country,  it  could  not  proteft  him  from  the  confcioufhefs  of 
guilt,  or  of  folly  in  the  mofl  pernicious  extreme. 

The  Britons,  having  been  deceived  by  the  late  appearance  of 
friendfhip,  and  negle£ling  alio  to  provide  againft  future  contin« 
gencies,  had  difmifTed  thofe  forces,  which,  under  Vortimer  theif 
late  prince  had  gained  fo  many  vi6tories,  and  had  nearly  efta* 
blifhed  their  freedom.  At  this  junfture,  it  is  faid,  they  had  only 
feven  thoufand  men  in  arms  who  were  fit  for  fervice  ;^  which 
<was  by  no  means  a  force  equal  to  the  great  power  of  the  Saxons, 

>  Ncnniu»,  cap.  XLVII.  Rapin,  vol.  I.  p,  31.        *  PoUdorc  Virgil,  lib.  III.  p.  37# 

I  Matth.  Weflm.  p.  iiS.  4  Ibid.  p.  iix. 

(^  5  Henry  HuntiBgdon,   lib.  li.   p.  jio.in  Script,  poft  Bedam. 

^  Eyans's  Mirrour,  p.  no. 
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rendered  now  more  fierce  from  a  fenfe  of  their  late  barbarity. 
That  event  was  ovAf  the  prelude  to  a  fcene  of  more  extenfive 
mifery;  for  the  Saxons,  at  this  time,  ravaged  the  whole  country 
from  the  weftem  to  the  eaflern  fea.'  In  the  courfe  of  their 
ravages,  private  dwellings  and  public  edifices  were  levelled  with 
the  ground:  the  common  people  were  put  to  death  without 
mercy :  even  venerable  prelates  fhared  the  fame  fate  j  and  the 
priefts  themfclves  were  flain  at  the  altar,  performing  the  facred 
duties  of  their  office.*  The  bitter  animofity,  which  ufually  at- 
tends difference  in  religion,  increafed  the  natural  fiercenels  of  a 
barbarous  people.  From  this  (bene  of  mifery,  many  of  the  Bri- 
tons having  fled  for  fhelter  into  the  mountains  o;-  woods,  were 
purfued  by  the  enemy  and  flain;  others  retired  into  foreign 
countries,  probably  to  Armorica  their  ufual  afylum  in  diftrefs  i 
and  numbers  of  them,  driven  to  the  laft  extreme  of  wretchednefs, 
gave  themfclves  up  to  flavery.' 

VoRTiGERN  having  deferted,  or  what  is  more  probable,  having 
been  depofed  from  the  throne  3  the  Britons  turned  their  eyes  to 
Ambrofius,^  of  the  houfe  of  Cornwall,  and  the  brother  of  Con- 
flans  their  late  fovereign  5  who  had  been  murdered  by  Vortigern. 
This  prince,  and  his  brother  Uthur  Pendragon,  had  retired  from 
the  tyranny  of  that  ufurper,  to  their  uncle  the  king  of  Armorica.* 
By  the  afliftance  of  that  prince^  Aurelius  Ambrofius,  with  his 

«  Bcde,  lib.  I.  cap.  XV.  p.  J3.  »  Gildas,  p.  8. 

'  Gildas,  p.  8.     Bedc,  lib.  I.  cap.  XV.  p.  55. 
4  Gildas,  p.  9.    Bcde,  lib.L  cap.  XVI,  p.  53.  s  Matth.  Weftm.  p.  113. 
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A.  D.    brother,  landed  in  Britain  at  the  head  of  a  large  body  of  forces, 
481* 

and  was  inftantly  raifed  to  the  throne. '     This  prince,  influenced 

by  motives  of  a  private  and  of  a  public  nature,  detefting  Vorti- 
gern  as  the  murderer  of  his  brother,  and  as  a  traitor  to  his 
country,'  and  afraid  of  the  cabals  *  of  a  powerful  party  in  his 
favour,  determined  in  his  firft  enterprize,  to  free  himfelf  from  a 
dangerous  rival.  By  a  rapid  movement,  he  came  fo  fuddenly 
upon  Vortigern,  that  the  Britifh  king  had  fcarcely  time  to  fly 
to  his  retreat  in  North  Wales.  To  this  place  he  was  purfued 
by  Ambrofius,  and  his  caflle*  invefted ;  which  was  burned  tO' 
the  ground,  either  by  accident,  or  by  the  means  employed  in  the 
fiege.'  And  here,  in  his  old  age,  and  after  a  turbulent  reign  of 
A.  D.  thirty- three  years,  he  periflied  in  the  flames  i*  together  with  all' 
' '  his  women,  one  of  whom  it  is  faid  was  his  own  daughter,^  who* 
lived  with  him  in  a  ftate  of  inceft.^  The  odium  which  purfued 
the  memory  of  Vortigern,  mingling  with  the  fuperftition  of  the^ 
age,  hath  imputed  his  death  to  the  immediate  interpofition  of 
heaven. 

In  the  mean  time,  many  of  tho£b  Britons  who  inhabited  the 
^country  poflTefled  by  Hengift,  in  abhorrence  of  the  cruel  and 

n  Matth.  Weflm.  p.  118.   Rowland^s  Mon.  Ant.  p.  184.  *  Fabian,  p.  7^. 

*  CafteU  GHJOTtheyrnion^  on  the  river  Wye  in  Ar*wytftly* 
»  Matth.  Wefim.  p.  329,    Gcoffry  Monmou^,  P«  ^S^- 
4  Nennius,  cap.  XLVIII.    Vcrftegan,  cap.  V.  p.  132. 

5  Nennius,  cap.  XXXVIII. 
•.  Fabian,  p,  79*    This  prince  had  by  his  firft  wife  three  fons,  Vorrimer,  Catigern> 
and  Pafcen  j  asd  he  had  one  fon  named  Fauflus,  it  is  faid,  by  his  own  daughter. 
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perfidious  fcene  he  had  lately  afted  at  Stonc-henge,  fled  into 
Other  provinces ;  and  by  their  defertion  left  his  territories  in  a  great 
meafure  without  people  or  cultivation.'  To  remedy  this  evil,, 
and  to  oppofe  the  popular  adminiftration  and  fpirited  conduft  of 
Ambrofius,  Hengift  invited  over  a  frefh  body  of  Saxons ;  offer- 
ing them  a  part  of  his  dominions  for  their  refidence.  In  confe- 
quence  of  this  offer,  a  chieftain,  named  Ella,  arrived  with  a  body 
of  forces,  and  landed  on  the  coaft  of  Suflex ;  and  after  a  conteft 
of  feveral  years,  eftabliihed  his  followers  in  that  country.  The 
name  of  Suflex  was  given  to  this  territory,  on  account  of  its  being 
the  refidence  of  the  fouth  Saxons.*  This  fupply  having  given 
inability  to  his  new  dominions,  Hengift  planted  a  colony  to  the 
eaft  of  his  own  fettlement  in  Kent,  which  took  the  name  of 
Eflex  from  the  eaft  Saxons  s  he  likewife  placed  another  in  that 
<iiftri£l  which  lies  between  Suflex  and  Effex,  and  which  was  from 
thence  called  Middlefex,  or  the  middle  SaxonsJ 

The  death  of  his  rival  feated  Ambrofius  more  firmly  on  the  A.  n. 
throne.  So  veiy  popular  was  the  name  of  this  pnnce  in  Britain, 
that  numbers  crouded  to  fight  under  his  ftandard.*  The  Britons 
of  Cambria  likewife  united  in  the  common  caufe,  and  joined  his 
army  J  With  this  force  he  marched  againft  the  Saxons  in  the 
country  beyond  the  Humbcr,  and  entirely  defeated  them.    Hen- 

«  Rapin  Hift.  Eng.  vol.  I.  p.  35. 

*  Gale's  Scriptores.     Ran.Higden,  lib.  V.  p.  224.    Matt.  Weftm.  p.  130.   Henry 
Huntingdon,  lib,  I[.  p.  311.  Script,  poft  Bcdam.     Saxon  Chr.  p.  14. 

*  Rapin*  vol. I.  p*3S.        ♦  Matt,  Wcftm.  p,  laS.        ^  Evans's  Mirrour,  p.  116. 
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gift  their  leader  was  taken  prifoner.  The  Saxon  prince  being 
brought  into  the  prefence  of  Ambrolius,  was  inftantly  beheaded,* 
as  an  a6l  of  jiiftice  which  was  due  to  his  defolated  country,  and 
to  the  maffacre  at  Stone-henge  >  the  army  like  wife  threw  a  heap 
of  ftones  over  his  grave^  as  a  memorial  of  his  infamy,  and  as 
a  monument  of  their  indignation.*  The  Britifh  prince  then  laid 
fiege  to  the  city  of  York  j  in  which  place,  0£la  the  fon  of  Hen* 
gift,  and  Efca  his  brother  had  taken  refuge  j  but  thefe  leaders 
were  foon  obliged  to  furrender,  upon  condition,  that  they  and 
the  Saxon  foldiers  fhould  retire  into  the  country  near  Scotland.' 
After  this  event,.Ambiofius  turned  his  arms  againft  Ella  the  king' 
of  the  South  Saxons;  over  whole  forces,  it  appears,  that  at  firft 
he  gained  fome  advantage/  He  then  recovered  London,  Win- 
chefter,  and  Salilbury;^  all  which  cities  had  been  feized  by  the- 
Saxons  after  the  maflacre  at  Ston'e-henge/ 

On  the  difgrace  or  the  death  of  Vortigern,  his  third  (brt^ 
named  Pafcen,  retired  into  Germany;  with  a  view  to  induce  the 
Saxons  to  fupport  his  claim  upon  the  crown,  and  to  join  the 
common  caufe  in  the  conqueft  of  Britain.  Having  had  the  addreis- 
to  procure  a  body  of  troops,  he  landed  upon  the  coaft  of  Scot- 

* 

land,  to  join  the  Saxons  who  had  lately  been  permitted  by  Am- 
brofius  to  fettle  in  that  country.^    This  prince,  receiving  intelli- 

•  Matt.  Wcftm.  p.  131,  i'32.     llan..Higden,  1H>.  V.  p.  223.     Gale's  Script, 
*  Geoff.  Monmouth,  p.  240.     Samines's  Ant.  Brit.  p.  474. 
'  Matt.  Weftip.  p.  i32«  4  Matt.  Weflm,  p,  134. 

'  Geoff.  Monmouth,  cap.  IX.  p.  243.        ^  Matt.  Weft.  p.  120.        7  Ibid.  p.  13;* 
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gence  of  the  invafion,  inftantly  marched  to  oppofe  the  fon  of 
Vortigern,  whofe  army  he  entirely  routed.  On  thia  defeat^ 
Pafcen  failed  over  into  Ireland,  to  procure  affiflrance  from  a  king 
of  that  country ;  by  this  prince  he  was  cordially  received,  and 
fupplied  with  a  body  of  feven  thoufand  men.  With  this  rein- 
forcement he  landed  at  Milford  Haven,*  and  from  thence  ravaged* 
the  city  of  St.  David '  in  the  prefent  county  o£  Pembroke,  and  all 
the  country  around  it 

At  this  time,  Ambrofius  Tay  fick  in  the  city  of  Wincheften  •{•* 
The  news  of  his  ficknefs  being  brought  to  Pafcen,  he  deter- 
mined to  derive  fome- advantage  from  fo  favourable  an  incident, 
and  inftantly  fuggefted  the  deiign  of  murdering  the  king.  There 
was  at  that  time  in  his  train  a  Saxon,  named  Eppa,  who  was 
an  artf^d  perfon^  and  of  great  addrefs  \  he  had  likewife  fome 
knowledge  of  the  Britiih  language,  and  was  acquainted  with* 
phyfic.  This  man  was  chofen  as  a  proper  inftrument  for  his 
purpofe  s  and,  that  he  might  more  eafily  gain  accefs  to  the  king, 
appeared  in  the  charafters  of  a  prieft  and  a  phyfician.?  Under 
fevour  of  this  difguiie,  Eppa  was  introduced  into  the  palace  of 
Ambrofius,  and  had  the  addrels  to  prefcribe  a  medicine  for  that 
prince  in  quality  of  phyfician,  in  which  he  had  taken  carer 
privately  to  mix  poifon.*    Ambrofius  being  dead,  in  confequence 

♦  Aberdaugleddau.  "  Matt.  Weftm.  p.  135.  Fabian,  p.  8i-  t  CaerWent. 

*  Geoff.  Monmouth,. p.  4.52. 
3  Matt.  WeHm.  p«  i3J«   Ran.Higden,  lib.  V.  p.  223.    Gale's  Scriptores.    Geoff. 
Monmouth,  p.  253.  ^  Geoffiy  Monmouth,  p.  253*    Fabian,  pt  ii. 
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of  the  poilbnous  medicine  he  had  taken,  the  traitor  inftantly 
made  his  efcape.'  This  gallant  prince  was  interred  in  the  convent 
of  Ambrius,*  fuppofed  to  be  on  Salifbury  plains/ 


A«  D.        AsouT  this  period  Cerdic  a  Saxon  chieftain,  with  his  ion 

49S* 

Cenrlc,  landed  in  Britain;  and  at  length  founded  the  kingdom  of 
Weffcx,  or  the  Weft  Saxons.' 


A,  D.        On  the  death  of  Ambrofius,  his  brother  Uthur  Pendragon 
^°^*     was  eleflcd  to  the  foy^-eign  dignity/ 


On  the  acceiiion  of  this  prince,  the  Saxons  ha^dng  gathered 
i^rength^  had  again  recourie  to  arms ;  and  ^ftroying  all  the 
fortified  places  from  Scotland  to  the  city  of  York,  they  at  length 
laid  fiege  to  Cacr-Ar-Clwyd,*  the  capital  of  the  Strath-CIydc 
kingdom*  Uthur  Pendragon  marched  to  the  relief  of  that  place^ 
where  a  battle  enfued ;  which  after  a  doubtful  conflict,  ended 
in  favour  of  the  Britons*^  In  this  adion,  the  Saxon  leaders 
Efca  and  Cofa,  the  fon  and  coufin  of  Hengift,  were  taken  pri- 
foners,^  and  confined  in  London  :  but  theie  chiefs  did  not 
remain  long  in  captivity ;  for  having  corrupted  their  guards,  they 
jefcaped  out  of  prifon,  and  paffed  over  into  Germany ;  whence 

■  G.Monmouthy  p.  255*         *  The  prefent  Amclbury,        *  G.  Monmouth,  p.  274- 
'  Saxon  Chron.  p.  15.     Henry  Huntingdon,  lib.  II.  p*3i3-    Script,  poft  Bedam. 

Ran.  Higden,  lib,  V.  p.  224. 
4  Polidorc  Virgil,  lib.  III.  p.  58.     Matt,  Weflm.  p.  136.     Verftegan,  chap.  V.  p* 

132.    Rowland^  Mon.  Ant.  p.  185.  ^  The  prefent  Dunbarton. 

*  Matt.  Weft.  p.  136.  7  Ibid. 
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thty  returned  into  Britain  with  a  frefh  fupply  of  foldiers.  The 
two  Saxon  generals  tried  the  fortune  of  war,  once  more,  with 
Uthur,  in  a  bloody  and  well  difputed  aftion  at  Verulam/  On 
that  day,  which  again  might  have  given  a  decifive  ifTue  to  their 
fortunes^  the  Britons  obtained  a  compleat  vi6lory;  and  the 
two  leaders  Efka  and  0£la,  were  (lain  amidft  the  general  (laugh- 
ter of  the  Saxons.  /  During  the  aftion,  Uthur  being  indifpofed, 
was  canied  in  a  litter  through  the  ranks,  to  encourage  the  army 
fty  his  prefence.  This  event  was '  immediately  followed  by  the 
,  fiege  of  Verulam,  and  after  a  bloody  xefiftance,  that  city  was 
taken  by  the  king  of  Britain.*     At  length,   after  a  reign  of 

feventeen  years  of  fervice  and  of  glory,  Uthur  Pendragon  ended   A.  D. 

S17. 
l^is  days  by  poifbn.    His  death  happened  at  Verulam,  and  after 

the  viftory  he  had  obtained  there.   His  indifpofition  having  in- 

creaied,  it  had  been  his  cuftom  every  day  to  drink  water  out  of 

a  certain  fountain^  ^t  a  little  diftance  from  that  city,  into  which 

fome  of  the  Saxons,  fubomed  for  that  purpofe,   had  contrived 

to  infufe  poifon.'     The  body  of  this  Britifli  king  was  carried  to 

the  convent  of  Ambrius,  and  was  interred  there,,  near  to  the 

grave  of  his  brother  Ambroiius.^ 

The  recital  of  the  extraordinary  manner  in  which  thefe  princes 
have  ended  their  days,  may  poffibly  be  attended  with  the  charge 
of  credulity,  or  of  afFefting  to  enliven  the  fubjefl,  by  exhibiting 
pictures  of  whatever  is  ftriking  or  uncommon.    In  extenuation 

'  Matt.  Weft.  p.  138.         *  Ibid.  p.  1^9.        3  Ibid.  Oeoff.  Monmouth,  p.  273. 

^  Gooff.  MoJunoutb^  p.  3744. 

of 
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of  this  charge  it  is  replied,  that  the  fafts  have  been  taken  from 
ancient  writers,  and  are  confident  with  the  manners  of  that 
barbarous  age ;  and  that  fuch  a6ls  of  violence  were  certainly 
frequent  in  the  more  enlightened  period  of  the  fixteenth  century ; 
at  which  time,  it  is  well  knowji,  that  the  art  of  poifoning  had 
.attained  a  high  degree  of  refinement* 

A.  D.         At  this  period,  Maelgwyn,  the  eldeft  (on  of  Cafwallon-law- 
517*        ,        .         .  ... 

hir,  reigned  in  that  diflricl  which  afterwards  formed  the  princi- 
pality of  North  Wales  ;.  and  like  his  father  had  a  pre-eminency. 
over  the  other  fovereigns  of  Cambria.'  This  prince  was  nephew 
to  king  Arthur*  by  the  filler  of  that  monarch,  and  had  received 
a  liberal  education  under  the  care  of  the  celebrated  Iltutus;' 
and  whatever  were  the  vices  which  juftly  ftained  his  charadter, 
he  was  eminent  for  ftature,  valour,  and  other  talents  for  com- 
mand; which  naturally  raifed  men,  in  times  like  thefe,  into 
diftinftion  and  power.*  Maelgwyn  was  a  formidable  enerpy  to 
the  Saxons,  by  his  abilities^  and  by  the  ftrenuous  oppoiition  he 
made  againft  that  people:  he  likewife  conquered  the  ifland  of  Man, 
and  the  Hebrides,*  and  in  confequence  of  this  was  ftilcd  Draco 
Infularis.  This  prince  ufually  refided  at  Diganwy  in  Caernarvon- 
fbire.^  During  this  period,  the  naval  power,  not  only  of  Bri- 
tain  but  alfo  of  Cambria,  appears  to  have  been  an  obje6l  of 

»  Rowland's  Mon.  Ant.  p.  185. 

^  Langhorne's  Chron.  Reg.  Angl.  p.  90; 

3  One  of  the  primitive  Fathers  of  the  Cambrian  church. 

♦  Ranulph  Higdcn.     Gale's  Script,  lib.  V.  .p.  zi^. 

s  Rowland's  Mout  Antt  147,  14&  ^  Ibid. 

attention^ 


Book  II.  BRITISH    HISTORY.  6$ 

attention,  and  to  have  been  eflabliihed  in  fome  degree  on  a  re- 
ipedable  footing.' 

On  the  death  of  Uthur  Pendragon,  his  fon  Arthur  was  elected  A.  D* 
to  the  Britilh  throne,'  Divefted  of  thofe  illufions,  that  fancy 
or  affeflion  has  raifed,  and  which  have  ever  attended  the  memory 
of  this  prince;'  there  ftill  remain  concentred  in  his  chara6ter 
thofe  qualities  which  form  a  great  warrior^  and  the  milder  virtues 
which  conftitute  whatever  is  amiable  and  good. 

After  the  ceremony  of  Arthur's  coronation  was  performed 
at  Caer  Lleon  upon  Ufk '  in  Monmouthfhire,  he  marched  againft 
the  Saxons  in  the  north ;  and  meeting  with  Colgrin,  a  Saxon 
prince,  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Douglas,  a  battle  enfued  i  in  / 
which  the  latter  was  defeated.  Apprized  of  a  meditated  attack 
on  his  camp,  in  the  following  night,  by  Pandulph  the  brother  of 
Colgrin ;  Arthur  fent  a  body  of  forces  to  intercept  the  enemy, 
many  of  whom  were  flain,  and  the  remainder  put  to  flight.  The 
Britifh  king,  then,  laid  fiege  to  York;  but  being  informed  that 
a  large  body  of  Saxons  under  the  command  of  Cerdic  had  landed 
in  Scotland,  he  raifed  the  fiege,  and  retreated  to  London.* 

« 

«  Scldtn's  MareClaufum,  Ub.II.  cap.  IX.  p.  1310. 

*  Rowland's  Mon.  Ant.  p.  1S5.  Vcrftegan,  c.  V.  p.  i^i* 

1  Caer  Lteon  at  Wy/g^^   or  the  city  of  Legions  upon  the  river  Uike%    Humfrey 
Xiliuyd's  Breviary,  p.  82. 

♦  Langhorne*s  Ch.  Ang,  p.  6o,   Matt".  Well,  p.  139, 140. 
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By  virtue  of  his  autliority  as  fovereign  or  chief  ruler  of  the 
kingdom,  Arthur  demanded  the  afliftance  of  Caron  king  of  Scot- 
land, of  Maelgwyn  the  fovereign  of  North  Wales,  of  Meyric 
prince  of  South  Wales,  and  of  Cador  the  duke  of  Cornwall.'  He 
likewife,  by  advice  of  hi^  council,  defired  the  immediate  fupport 
A.  D.  of  his  nephew  Howel,  the  king  of  Armorica.*  The  Britons  had 
^  '  uniformly  experienced  from  that  country  the  moft  friendly  aflift- 
ance J  and  Howel,  it  is  faid,  brought  fifteen  thoufand  men  to 
the  aid  of  his  uncle.' 

Thus  ftrongly  reinforced,  the  Britifh  prince  marched  towards 
Lincoln  j  where  meeting  with  the  enemy,  a  battle  enfued ;  in 
which  the  Saxony  were  defeated  with  the  lofs  of  fix  thoufand 
men.  The  remainder  flying  into  Scotland,  took  refuge  in  a 
wood  i  but  were  foon  obliged  to  furrender  to  Arthur,. on  the  con- 
ditions of  giving  hoftages,  of  yielding  up  all  their  efFedts  and 
ipoilsa  and  of  retiring  into  their  own  country/ 

Repenting  of  their  late  fubmiflion,  thofe  Saxons  who  had 
}ufl:  before  been  defeated  in  Scotland,  returned  with  an  increafed 
ftrength  into  Britain ;  and  having  formed  a  junftion  with  Ccr* 
die,  and  the  diflferent  bodies  under  the  command  of  Pafcen  and 
Eppa,  invefted  Baths*  in  hopes  that  the  Britons„  to  preferve  a 

'  Evans's  MuFiour,  p.  117,  128.  from,  an  old  Welih  MS» 

*  G.  Monmouth,  p.  279.        >  Matth.  Weft.  p.  140..       4  Ibid*.  Langhome,  p«  61. 

5  Called  by  l^tolemy,  Aquae  Calidx,  or  hot  water ;  by  Antoninus,  Aqux  Soils,  oc 

water  of  the  fun ;  by  the  Bntons,.  Caer  Badon  ;   and  by  the  Saxons,  Bathe  ;  faid  to 

be  built  by  king  Bladud,  aBritiih  prince.    Hurofrcy  Lhuyd,  p.  19.    Evans,  p.  xiXa 

Matt.Welba«  p.i4w 

elace 
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place  of  fuch  importance,  would  attempt  to  raiie  the  fiege,  and 
of  coniequence  bring  on  a  battle.  In  this  expectation  they  were 
not  deceived,  as  Arthur  determined  to  run  every  hazard  rather 
than  to  fuiFer  that  place  to  be  taken. 

The  critical  nature  of  the  times  not  admitting  of  delay,  he 
fent  fummonfes  to  the  North,  to  Oxford,'  London,  Cornwall, 
and  into  Wales  s  with  orders  to  the  difierent  chiefs  to  exert  them- 
felves  in  this  dangerous  iituation  of  their  country.*  His  fum- 
mons  was  inftantly  obeyed  by  a  chieftain  of  North  Wales,  of 
the  name  of  Nathan  Llwyd ;  and  who  joined  him  *  with  a  body 
of  five  thoufand  men.'  Having  aflembled  his  forces,  king  Ar- 
thur advanced  to  meet  the  enemy  near  Bath.  The  a£lion  on 
the  firft  day  between  the  two  parties  was  obftinately  diiputed, 
great  numbers  on  each  fide  being  flain  $  and  though  Arthur 
exerted  his  ufual  bravery  and  military  talents,  neither  the  Saxons 
nor  Britons  obtained  any  advantage/  Both  armies  kept  the  field, 
waiting  for  the  return  of  day  to  renew  the  fight.  The  Saxons, 
during  the  night,  had  pofted  themfelves  upon  a  rifing  ground 
called  Bannefdown,  a  fituation  of  great  importance,  though  it 
had  been  neglefled  by  both  armies  the  day  before.  Arthur  per- 
ceiving his  error,  on  the  return  of  light,  and  the  advantage  of 
fuch  a  poft,  determined  to  diflodge  them  j   which  he  accom- 

■  Called  by  the  Britons  Rhyd-Ychen,   or  the  ford  of  Qjren,;   by  the  Saxons, 
'Oxenford.     Sec  Humfrey  Lhuyd's  Breviary,  p.  ^4. 

*  Evans's  Mirrour,  p.  120.  '  Ibid.  p.  i2x« 

♦  Matt.  Weflm.  p.  i4i-    Langhorni  Chr.  Reg*  Angl.  p.  6i« 
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pliftied  after  a  very  long  arid  Uoody  rcfiftance.  Animated  by 
the  daring  fpirit  of  their  priiice,  who  ru;flied  fword  m  hand 
amidft  the  rank3  of  the  enemy,  exhibiting  aftonifhing  proofs  of 
valour  and  prowefs,  the  Britons  made  a  fudpus  affault  upon  the 
Saxons  ;  and  perceiving  fome  diforder  as  they  retreated  down  the 
hill,  pufhed  them  with  ftill  more  vigour,  and  in  the  end  £n» 
A.  D.  tirely  defeated  them.*  In  this  day's  aftion,  two  Saxon  chiefs,. 
Colgrin  and  Pandulph,  were  flain,  Cerdic  retreated  with  the 
remains  of  his  army  to  the  ifland  of  Thanet,  to  which  place  he 
was  purfued  by  Cador  duke  of  Cornwall/ 

An  incident  happened,  at  this  time,  which  gave  the  Saxons 
leifure  to  breathe,  and  probably  faved  them  from  ruin.  This 
event  was  produced  by  a  diverfion  made  in  the  north,  by  the 
Pifts  in  alliance  with  the  Saxons.  Thefe  people  knowmg  that 
Arthur  was  at  a  diflance,  and  that  his  nephew  Howel  the  king  of 
Armorica  lay  fick  at  Caer-ar-Clwyd,'  a  town  ftanding  on  the 
river  Clyde  s  took  advantage  of  thefe  favourable  incidents,  arid 
laid  fieg&  ta  that  place  s  concluding  that  they  fhould  take  it  be* 
fore  any  relief  could  be  given.  The  atSlivity  and  rapid  move- 
ments of  Arthur  difappointed  their  views.  Forfaking  the  ad« 
vantage  which  might  have  arifen  by  purfuing  his  late  fuccefs ;  in 
the  true  fpirit  of  chivalry,  he  flew  to  the  affiftance  of  his  nephew, 
and  raifed  the  fiege.  In  refentment  of  this  aft  of  hoftility  in 
the  Pifts,  which  had  wrefted  from  bim  the  fruits  of  his  viftory, 

*  Matt,  Weftm,  p.  141*    Langhorni,  Chr.  Angl.  p.  62* 
^  Ibid.  p.  i4i«  '  Dun  Barton. 

i  '  V  Arthur 
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Arthur  laid  Vyafte  tbeir  cQuwtry ;  .ojftd  jit  was  pnly  preferved  feQBj 
meditated  ruin  by  the  intejxoflion  .pf  the  Scottifh  bUhops.' 

Thx  late  ^d^lories  iiaving  for  the  preifeot  feciired  the  public 
peace,  Howd  the  {king;  of  Armorica  returned  iiito  his  own 
kingdom/ 

After  the  defeat  of  Cerdic,  this  prince  had  remained  q\ue^ 
in  his  own  dominions,  expefting  a  fupply  from  Germany,'  On 
the  airival  of  this  reinforcement,  he  ravaged  the  Britifh  tqrri- 
tones.;  and  Arthur^  though  weakened  by  the  nume^rous  battles  he 
had  fought,  endeavoured  by  every  means  in  his  power  to  repel 
fo  formidable  an  enemy.  The  fortune  of  the  war  remained 
&>me  time  uncertain  *y  but  Cerdic  having  at  length  gained  a  com* 
pleat  victory,  the  Britons  were  thrown  into  defpair  of  being  .ever 
able  to  fubdue  the  Saxons.  Under  the  influence  of  this  impreflion, 
and  fefaring  left  he  fhould  wear  out  the  ftrength  of  his  remaining: 
troops  by  continuing  the  war,  Arthur  found  it  neceflary  to  ne- 
gotiate with  Cerdic ;.  and  to  cede  to  him  a  part  of  his  dominions^ 
rather  than  to  hazard  the  whole  upon  the  iffue  of  arms.  In  confe* 
quence  of  this  negotiation^  a  peace  was  concluded,  by  the  furren- 
der  of  the  counties  of  Hants  and  Somerfet.  The  Saxon  princei, 
fatigued  with  the  toils  of  a  long  war,  and  defirous  of  repofe, 

1  Langhomi  Chr.Angl.  p.  63.    Matth.  Weft,  p.  141.   Qcoff.  Monmouth,  p.  aSS^. 

*  Rapin's  Hift.  Eng,  vol.  I.  p.  37. 
^Ranulph  Higden.  lib.V.  pi225,   Langhorm,  Chron.  Angl.  Reg.  p.  68» 
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readily  agreed  to  the  terms ;  and  at  this  time  founded  the  king* 
dom  of  Weffex,  or  of  the  Weft  Saxons.' 

j^^  P^        At  this  period,  the  Angles  arrived  on  the  eaftem  coaft  of  Bri- 

^*^'     tain ;  and  in  the  courfe  of  time  and  flow  progrefs  of  conqueft^ 

forced  the  natives  to  abandon  that  country  s   on  which  theie 

people  fettled,  and  founded  the  fiftli  kingdom  by  the  name  of 

the  Eaft  Angles.* 

The  peace  of  Armorica  having  been  difturbed  by  an  infur- 
re6lion  in  that  ftate,  Howel  (ent  into  Britain  to  folidt  afliftance ; 
and  the  martial  fpirit  of  Arthur  being  unemployed  at  this  time, 
he  repaired  in  perfon  to  the  relief  of  his  nephew;  and  reftored 
the  quiet  of  that  country  by  flaying  with  his  own  hands  the  leader 
of  the  rebellion.'  Cerdic,  taking  advantage  of  the  abfence  of 
king  Arthur,  and  encouraged  by  the  arrival  of  the  Angles,  broke 
the  peace  he  had  lately  concluded ;  and  being  feconded  by  the 
vak>ur  of  his  fon  Cenric,-  he  extended  his  conquefts,  by  gaining 
A.  D*  a  fignal  viftory  over  the  Britons  at  Cerdic-leah,  fuppofed  to  be  in 
Buckinghamfliire.*  In  this  feafon  of  danger,  Arthur  returned 
from  the  continent  5  and  his  prefence  compofed,  in  fome  meafure, 
the  difordered  ftate  of  his  kingdom.^ 

1  Fabian,  p.  94.     Langhorni,  Chr,  Ang.  Reg.    p.  69.     Ranulph  Higden,  Ub.  V. 
p,  ;i2$.     Gale's  Script. 

*  Langhorni,  Chr.  Reg.  Ang.  p.  73.   Matt.  Weft.  p.  142.        '  Langhorni,  p.  74. 
4  Saxon  Chron.  p.  iS.  *  Langhorni,  Chr.  Reg.  Angl.  p.  74.. 
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The  king  of  Armorica,  being  fearful  of  an  invafion  from  the 
Vijigotbs^  once  more  defired  the  affiftance  of  Arthur ;  and  that 
prince,  deferting  the  patriotifm  which  had  in  general  directed 
his  conduct,  left  his  own  country  in  this  perilous  fituation,  to 
give  affiftance  to  his  kinfman.  He  appointed,  during  his  abfencc,  a.  d. 
his  nephew  Mordred*  regent  of  the  kingdom,  and  entruftgd  to 
his  care  Gueniver-f  his  wife.'  He  had  fcarcely  left  his  domi- 
nions, when  Cerdic,  again  taking  advantage  of  his  abfence,  re- 
duced the  Jfle  of  Wight.*  But  a  blow  more  fatal  to  his  interefts 
and  his  feelings  immediately  followed.  The  regent,  being  capti- 
vated with  the  beauty  of  the  Britilh  queen,  and  regardlefs  of  the 
duties  which  he  owed  to  honour  and  to  gratitude,  had  a  criminal 
intercourfe  with  that  princefs,  and  afterwards  publicly  married 
her.'  There  are  crimes  of  fuch  a  nature,  as  to  urge  men,  on 
the  principle  of  felf-prefervation,  to  plunge  ftill  deeper  in  guilt* 
In  fuch  a  iituation  was  the  regent,  who  had  no  other  means  of 
avoiding  the  juft  vengeance  of  Arthur,  than  by  accomplifhing 
his  ruin.  The  more  efFeflually  to  promote  this  deiign,  he  entered 
into  an -alliance  with  Cerdic ;  and  to  engage  him  more  ftrongly 
in  his  interefts,  he  ceded  to  him  the  dutchy  of  Cornwall,  with 
the  counties  of  Suflex  and  Surry,  of  Berks,  Wilts,  Devon,  and 
Dorfet/  Supported  by  fuch  a  powerful  alliance,  Mordred  was 
immediately  crowned  at  London..^ 

^  Meddrawd.  f  G<wtnhwyfar*  '  Langhorni,  Cbr.  Reg.  Angl.  p.  78» 

*  Saxoa  Chron.  p.  i8« 

*  Langhorni,  Chron*  Reg.  Angl.  p.  78.    Matth.  Weftm.  p.  144. 

4  Laoghomi,  p«  79*  ^  Ibid.   Matt.  Weftr  p.  X44« ,  FabiaO}  p*  94* 
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A.  D.        After  a  ftay  of  five  years  in  Armorica,  Aithur  returned  into 

S3S*  . 

Britain."  JPhe  conduft  of  that  prince,  wafting  in  romantic  enter- 
prizes  fuch  an  interefting  period,  was  fo  oppofite  to  the  diftates 
of  natural  feelings  and  of  policy,  that  fbber  reflexion  is  inclined 
to  reje6l  it  as  a  legendary  fable.  Indeed  a  judicious  recital  of 
events  in  thefe  ages  is  peculiarly  difficult;  direfted,  or  rather 
bewildered  in  his  way  by  the  glimmering  of  imperfeft  and  partial 
records,  the  hiftorian  can  only  judge  of  the  reality  of  incidents, 
by,  what  is  probable  and  confiftent. 

On  the  return  of  Arthur  into  Britain,  Ke  was  joined  by  many 
ofiicers  and  foldiers,  in  confideration  of  the  renown  and  efteem 
which  he  had  acquired.  With  this  fmall  body  of  troops,  he  had 
to  contend  with  the  Saxons,  the  regent  MOrdred,.  and  with  the 
PiiSIs,  who  had  lately  joined  in  the  alliance.*  However  unequal 
the  conteft  in  point  of  numbers,  that  deficiency  was  balanced  by 
the  abilities  of  Arthur ;  who  by  the  refources  of  his  gehius  was 
enabled,  with  great  advantage,  to  carry  on  the  war  ieven  years  5 
until  at  length,  purfuing  his  enemies  from  one  place  tO' another, 
he  diove  them  into  Cornwall  ,•  and  a  battle  enfued  at  Camlan,^ 
between  the  two  rivals,  which  decideid  the  fortune  of  the  war.* 
This  afition  proved  fatal  td  the  Britons,  as  their  beft  foldiei's  in 
both  armies  were  flain  j^  and  the  two  princes,  engaging  with  great 
A.  D.    fury,  periftied  by  each  other's  fword.    The  traitor  PJordred  im- 

'  Langhorni,  Chn  Reg.  AngL  p.Si.  M.  Weft.  p.  144.  *  Langhorni,  p.  8j. 

^  Camden's  Brit.  p.  194*  Holland's  tranflation. 
^  Langhorni,  Chr«  Reg.  Ang.  p.  82—88.  *  Ibid. 
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mediately  fell  by  the  hand  of  Arthur.'  The  latter  prince,  forely 
wounded,  was  carried  to  Glaftonbury  Abbey  ;♦  and  after  linger- 
ing a  few  days,  died,  and  was  interred  there,*  with  Gueniver 
his  fecond  and  beft  beloved  wife.*  Thus  fell  by  the  hand  of 
trealbn,  full  of  days  and  of  glory,  the  renowned  Arthur.  Such 
was  the  veneration  in  which  this  celebrated  warrior  was  held  by 
the  Britons,  that  for  many  ages  they  could  not  be  perfuaded  he 
was  dead,  but  fondly  expe£ted  his  return  from  foreign  countries 
to  reinftate  the  Britifh  empire. 

During  the  late  ragns,  the  ancient  Britons  had  attained  to  the 
meridian  of  their  glory ;  but  the  peiiod  affigned  for  the  clofe  of 
their  empire  drew  nigh,  though  the  beams  which  brightened  its 
decline  lingered  for  a  time  in  the  weft  j  until  gradually  receding 
from  the  fight,  not  a  iingle  ray  remained  upon  the  horizon. 

The  death  of  Arthur  decided  the  fate  of  Britain.  The  fplen- 
dour  which  had  diftinguifhed  the  late  aera,  deriving  its  luftre 
from  the  virtue  of  a  few  individuals,  became  clouded  by  oppofite 
qualities  in  the  princes  of  the  fucceeding  period.  Before  Arthur 
expired,  he  appointed  his  nephew  Conftantine,  the  fon  of  Cador 
duke  of  Comwall,  to  fucceed  him  in  his  dignity/  but  this  eleva- 
tion could  only  extend  to  his  hereditary  dominions,  as  the  fove- 

«  Langhomi,  p.  82—88.  •  Tnys  Afalhn^  or  Tnjs  ffydriu^ 

*  Langhorni,  p.  88.  J  De  Antiq.  Glaftonb.  p.  3.06.     Gale's  Script. 

^  Ranulph  Higden.    Gale's  Script,  p.  225.    Langhorni,   p.  86.     Matth.  Wefim» 
p.  145.    Geoff.  Monmouth,  p.  358. 
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A.  D.  reign ty  of  Britain  was  purely  elective.'  However  he  was  called  to 
that  dignity  by  the  voice  of  the  people/  During  his  reign,  the 
Saxons,  having  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  the  fons  of  Mordred  the  late 
regent,  with  a  view  no  doubt  of  fomenting  divifions  5  thofe  two 
princes,  after  bloody  wars  with  Conflantine,  and  with  various 
fuccefs,  were  obliged  to  give  up  the  conteft.  One  of  thefe  un- 
fortunate youth's  having  fled  for  fanftuaiy  into  the  church  of 
St.  Amphibalus  in  Winchefter,  was  there  cruelly  murdered  by 
the  Britifh  king ;  and  the  other,  taking  refuge  in  a  convent  in 
London,  was  maflacred  at  the  ^Itar,  a  little  time  after,  by  the  fame 
prince.'  At  length,  this  king,  being  harrafled  by  the  Saxons, 
retired  to  his  hereditary  dominions  of  Cornwall  /  and,  ftruck 
with  remorfe  for  the  late  murders,  or  (inking  into  the  fuper- 
ftition  of  the  age,  he  renounced  the  world,  and  engaged  in  a 
religious  life.*  This  prince  was  the  laft  king  of  Britain  of  the 
Cornwall  family.^ 

Encouraged  by  the  death  of  Arthur,  and  the  difmay  of  the 
Britons  in  confequence  of  that  event,  a  large  body  of  Saxons 

A.  D.    under  the  command  of  Ida  landed  in  Yorkfliire  5  and  with  the 

547. 

confent  of  their  countrymen  who  were  already  fettled  there, 
founded  the  kingdom  of  Northumberland.^ 

■  Langhcrni,  p.  loi,    Rowland,  p.  171.    Vcrflegan,  chap.  V.  p.  132* 

*  Rowland,  p.  184. 
)  Ran«Higden,  p.  225*  Gale's  Script.  Langhorni,  p.  loi.  Mattb.  Weilm.  p.  145.. 
Geoff.  Monmouth,  p,  359.     Gildas  Epiflola,  p.  lo, 

4  Rowland,  p.  146.  ^  Ibid.  p.  187.    Laaghorni^  p.  1x7. 

^  Rowland,  p.  i'}Q.  ?  Saxon  Annals,  p.  i9l« 
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Maslcwtn  the  king  of  North  Wales  endowed,  at  this  time.  A-  ^^ 
the  See  of  Bangor,  with  lands  and  franchiiibs  t'  he  likewife  creiEled 
the  town  of  that  name  i*  and  aifo  built  or  repaired  Shrewfbury, 
and  the  caftle  of  Harlech.'  It  was  at  Bangor  that  this  prince, 
ftruck,  as  it  is  faid,  with  remorfc  for  the  crimes  of  his  paft  life, 
refblved  to  devote  himfelf  to  the  aufterities  of  a  cloifler ;  but  he 
ibon  renounced  that  defign,  and  returned  to  the  affairs  of  go* 
vemment,  and  f:o  his  old  habits  of  criminal  pleafures.^ 

At  this  period,  when  the  Saxons  had  conquered  a  great  part 
of  Britain,  and  had  made  their  approaches  to  the  borders  of 
Cambria,^  that  country  appears  to  have  been  divided  into  fix 
principalities.  And  in  the  prefent  critical  fituation  of  affairs, 
the  people  of  thofe  di(lri6ls  aflembled  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  ^  ^ 
Dyvi,  and  ele£led  Maelgwyn  to  the  fovereign  dignity,*  The  A.  D. 
chcMce  of  the  Britons,  in  fiich  a  dangerous  crifis,  refle£):s  fome 

degree  of  honour  on  this  prince ;  and  icems  to  contradi£l:  the  ^ 

charafter  given  of  him  by  trildas,  who  has  cenfured  him  in  the 
true  fpirit  of  monaftic  feverity. 

Up  OK  the  death  of  Maelgwyn,  his  fon  Rhun  fucceeded  to  the    A.  D. 
government  of  North  Wales/     This  prince  had  a  long  and 
bloody  war  with  the  Saxons  of  Northumberland ;  and  on  his 

RaiWaAd,  p.  187.  *  Langfaorni,  p«^*  ^  J,  Roffi^  Ant.  Warw.  p*6$« 

Gildas  Epiftola,  p.  12.    Gale's  Scriptorcs.    Rowland's  Mon.  Ant.  p.  147. 
*  Humfrey  Lhuyd's  Breviary,  p-63.     Vcrflegan,  chap,  V.  p»ija. 

^  Rowland's  Mon.  Ant.  p.  287. 
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return  into  Wales,  he  gave  great  privileges  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Cacmarvonfhire,  as  a  recompence  for  having  detained  them  fo  long 
from  their  families  on  that  northern  expedition/  Thi»  prince 
refided  at  Caer  Rhun,  fituated  upon  the  banks  of  the  river  Conway  j* 

A.  D.    and  at  his  death  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Beli.' 

586.  ^ 

At  this  period,  anived  Crida  with  a  numerous  body  of  Saxons; 
and  having  forced  the  Britons  beyond  the  Severn,  he  founded 
the  kingdom  of  Mercia ;  the  greateft  and  the  laft  principality  of 
the  Saxon  heptarchy.*  The  eftablifhment  of  thefe  ihftn  khig- 
doms  narrowed  the  bounds  of  the  Britifh  dominions.  Prefled 
on  every  fide  by  advancing  enemies,  and  weakened  by  inceilant 
wars,  the  Britons  were  at  length  obliged  to  retire  before  the 
Saxon  arms.  But  they  retired  indignant,  and  by  flow  degrees, 
to  make  another  ftruggle  for  liberty  amidft  the  mountains  of 
Wales  s  a  country  which  had  been  formed  by  nature  as  the  fuit- 
able  retreat,  and  the  laft  afylum  of  freedom. 

Many  Britons  likewife  retired  into  Cornwall  and  Armorica ; 
and  the  latter  country,  about  this  time,  took  the  name  of  Bre* 
taigne,^  on  account  of  the  great  number  of  the  refugees  who 
had  fettled  in  it. 

Th  e  native  Britons  being  in  a  great  meafure  exterminated,  or 
forced  to  fly  into  other  countries,  and  the  Saxons  having  carried 

I  Rowtand's  Mon.  Ant.  p.  164.  *  Ibid.  p.  148.  'Ibid.  p.  187. 

*  Mattb.  Weftm.  p.  150.  *  Verftcgan>  c&ap^V*  p»  132,  133. 
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on  their  conquefts  with  the  fame  deftruftive  fpirit  which  diftin- 
guiflied  the  other  northern  nations,  the  government  of  the  con- 
querors,  their  laws,  manners  and  language,  with  the  names  alfb 
of  many  of  their  cities,  villages,  rivers  and  woods,'  were  of  con- 
fequencc  introduced  into  Britain ;  and  became  fo  perfe6lly  efta- 
blifhed,  that  almoft  the  remembrance  of  ancient  inftitutions 
was  loft. 

In  refledting  on  the  many  caufes  which  have  contributed  to 
the  decline  of  the  ancient  Britifli  empire,  om  will  perhaps  occur 
which  may  be  thought  more  ftriking  than  the  reft.  This  defefl 
m  the  national  charafter  of  the  Britons,  was  an  almoft  uniform 
negligence  m  eftablifliing  a  naval  power ;  although  experience, 
and  a  maritime  fituation,  pointed  out  its  expediency  j  as  the 
only  effeftual  means  of  contending  with  the  Saxons,  and  of 
counteradling  their  defigns.  This  mode  of  defence  was  fo  obvious^ 
that  it  might  have  ftruck  the  minds  of  any  people,  more  rude 
than  the  Britons,  who  were  fituated  in  an  ifland,  and  expofed  to 
continual  invafions. 

r 

*  Verftcgan,  chap.  V,  p.  i3j» 
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B  O  O  K      III. 

CONTAINING  AN  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  WARS  BETWEEN  THE  SAXONS 
AND  WELSH,  TO  THE  DEATH  OF  RODERIC  THE  GREAT. 

The  Britifh  empire  being  reduced  to  the  narrow  limits  of 
Cambria,  except  the  fmall  territories  of  Cornwall  and  Strath- 
Clyde,  that  country  about  this  period  took  the  name  of  Wales. 
The  inhabitants,  likewife,  with  their  ancient  fituation  loft  the 
title  of  Britons,  and  became  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  the 
Welfli.  Poflefled  of  the  warlike  fpirit  which  marked  the  Britifh 
charafter,  they  carried  into  their  mountains  that  rooted  in- 
veteracy againft  the  Saxons,  which  hereditary  wars,  heightened 
by  every  injury,  would  naturally  excite.  The  fame  feverity  of 
fortune  which  diftinguifhed  the  ancient  Britons,  awaited  the  de- 
fcendants  of  that  brave  people  in  their  laft  afylum  ;  as  the  con- 
queft  of  this  barren  domain  became  the  obje6t  of  ambition,  and 
policy,  to  the  Saxon  and  Norman  princes. 

6 

About 
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About  this  period,  the  province  of  Cymru,  or  Wales,  appears  a.  D. 
to  have  been  divided  into  fix  principalities,  and  governed  by  iq 
many  Reguli  5'  acknowledging,  however,  the  fupremacy  of  the 
kings  of  'North  Wales.  This  region  extended  about  two  tun- 
dred  miles  in  length,  and  one  hundred  in  breadth  ;*  and  was 
feparated  from  England*  by  the  rivers  Severn  and  Dee,  and  fur^ 
rounded  on  every  other  fide  by  the  Irifh  fea,'  The  inhabitants 
in  the  Britifh  language  were  denominated  Cymry ;  and  they  called 
the  Saxons  Saefon^  and  their  language.  Saefonaeg.^ 

At  this  period  Jago  ap  Beli  reigned  in  North  Wales,  and   a.  d. 
founded  the  Deanry  of  Bangor/     His  fon  Cadvan  foon  after 
fucceeded  to  that  dignity/     The  early  part  of  this  prince's  reign    a.  d. 
was  diftinguiflied  by  the  battle  of  Chcfler,^  and  by  the  memorable 
maflacre  of  the  monks  of  Bangor* 

Edelfrid  the  king  of  Northumberland,  having  obtained  an 
advantage  over  the  northern  Britons,  turned  his  arms  againft 
the  Welfti  i  who  were  at  that  time  in  poffeflion  of  Chefter.  On 
his  arrival  near  that  city,  his  army  being  drawn  up  in  front  of 
the  eneipy,  he  perceived  a  body  of  men  without  military  appear- 

»  Hunifrey  Lhuyd's  Breviary  of  Britain,  p.^63. 
*  Ibid.  p.  57.  Verflcgan,  chap.  !•  p.  i.  •  lAoegr, 

9  Bumfrey  Lhuyd,  p.  50.      *  Ibid.  p.  13, 51,      ^  Rowland,  p.  187.       ^  Ibid,  p,  18S: 
7  Called  by  the  Britons  Caer-Lleon-ar-Ddyfrdwy,  or  the  city  of  the  legions  upon 
the  water  of  Dec ;  the  Saxons  called  it  Legan-Ceftre,  and  afterwards  by  abbreviation 
Chefler ;  it  appears  in  Antoninus,  that  it  was  called  in  Latin  Dera^  from  the  river  Dee. 
Humfrey  Lhuyd's  Breviary,  p.  27. 
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ance,  who  were  ftationed  in  a  place  of  fecurity.  Struck  with  the 
novelty  of  the  fight,  he  enquired  into  the  caufe  s  and  was  told 
that  they  were  monks  from  the  monaftery  of  Bangor,  who  had 
com€  to  offer  up  their  prayers  for  the  profperous  event  of  the 
day.  ]^nraged  with  an  oppofition  fo  fingular  in  its  nature,  and 
ftimulated  by  hatred  of  a  religion  which  threatened  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  Paganifm,  Edelfrid  ordered  his  army  to  aflault  this  de- 
fencelefs  and  pious  troop,  who  had  already  fafted  and  prayed  for 
the  fpace  of  three  days.  Twelve  hundred  of  thefe  unfortunate 
Religious  were  cut  in  pieces  j  fifty  only  of  the  whole  number 
prefent  in  the  battle  having  efcaped  the  enemy's  fword.  Broch- 
mael,*  prince  of  Powys,  having  deferted  their  protection,  had 
fied  out  of  the  field  with  his  foldiers,  on  the  firft  advance  of  the 
Saxons. 

This  unfavourable  omen  might  natun^  have  cooled  the  ar- 
dour of  a  people  lefs  fuperftitious  than  the  Wellh :  but  it  feems 
that  they  regarded  this  aft  of  Edelfrid  as  an  impious  facrilege ; 
and  though  in  the  aflion  which  enfued,  or  in  the  purfuit,  they 
were  terribly  flaughtered,  it  appears  however,  by  the  great  lofs 
which  their  enemies  fuftained,  that  they  made  a  fpirited  refift- 
ance.*  After  the  battle,  the  Saxon  prince  marched  to  Bangor, 
a  Britifli  monaftery  fituated  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Dee ;  and 
-with  a  barbarifm  peculiar  to  the  GothSj  deftrudive  of  thofe  arts 

•  Broch-wel  Tsgithrog. 
»  Langhorni,  Chron.  Reg.  Angl.   p.  1 50.     Bcdc,  lib.  11.  cap.  II.  p.  8o.    Saxon 
Chron.  p.  25.    William  Malmfbury,  lib.  I.  p.  x;. 

which 
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wbkh  foften  and  improve  human  nature,  he  entirely  laid  wade 
that  ancient  and  celebrated  feminary  of  learning,  and  committed 
to  the  flames  its  valuable  library/  Edelfrid  then  attempted  to 
penetrate  into  Wales ;  but  his  paflage  over  the  Dee  at  Bangor 
was  difputed  by  the  prince  of  Powys,  who  gallantly  fuftained  the 
charge  until  relieved  by  Cadvan  the  king  of  North  Wales,  by 
Meredydh  the  king  of  South  Wales,  and  Bledrus  the  fovereigii 
of  Cornwall.*  When  the  confederated  princes  had  joined  their 
forces,  they  called  in  religion  to  their  aid.  Dunothus,*  the  abbot 
of  Bangor,  made  an  oration  to  the  array ;  and,  before  the  aft  ion 
commenced,  gave  orders,  that  the  foldiers  fhould  kifs  the  ground 
in  commemoration  of  the  communion  of  the  body  of  Chrift, 
and  fhould  take  up  water  into  their  hands  out  of  the  river  Dee, 
and  drink  it  in  remembrance  of  his  facred  blood,  which  was  ihed 
for  them.'  Animated  by  this  aft  of  devotion,  which  in  thefe 
times  had  a  powerful  influence  on  the  mind,  and  flung  with  re- 
fentment  for  the  difgrace  and  injuries  they  had  lately  received, 
the  Welfh  encountered  .the  Saxons  with  great  bravery,  entirely 
defeated  them,  with  the  lofs  of  above  ten  thoufand  men  j  and 
obliged  Edelfrid,  with  the  remainder  of  his  army,  to  retreat  into 
their  own  country.*  There  was  fomething  Angular  in  the  fortu- 
Bate  event  of  that  day,  as  an  aft  of  retaliative  juflice,  and  as 

■ 

*  Langhorni,  p.  i^i.    Humfrey  Lhuyd,  p«  71. 
*  Humfrey  Lhuyd,  p.  72.   Geoff,  Monmouth,  p,  369- 
*  Dinoeth,  «  Xanghorni,  p.  1 51.    Humfrey  Lhuyd,  p.  72. 

♦  Verftcgan,  chap.  V.   p.  132.    Ocoff.  Monmouth,  p.  371.     Humfrey  Lhuyd's 
Jlrcv.  p.  72,    Rowland's  Mon.  Ant.  p.  188.    Langhorni,  Chr.  Reg.  Ang.  p.  i^i. 
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it  feverely  punifhedj  in  the  (Ight  of  Bangor,  the  recent  defolation 
of  its  ittonaftery. 

In  confequence  of  this  viftory,  Cadvan  king  of  North  Wales 
A.  D.    was  elefted  at  Chefter  to  the  fovereignty  of  Britain ,'  but  in  the 
prefent  lofs  of  empire,  that  dignity  could  extend  no  farther,  than 
to  command  the  united  forces  of  the  remaining  Britons* 

*  « 

On  the  death  of  Cadvan,  his  fon  Cadwallon  fucceeded  to  the 
kingdom  of  North  Wales.*  This  prince  carried  his  arois  into 
Northumberland  againft  Edwin 'the  king  of  Dcira,  who  had  been 
educated  in  the  court  of  Cadwallon ;  but  a  violent  animofity 
had  of  late  arifen  between  the  two  princes.'  The  Britifli  king, 
advancing  againft  the  Saxon  prince  into  Northumberland,  was 
routed  by  Edwin,  in  a  bloody  battle  fought  at  Widdrington  ;♦ 
who  purfuing  his  good  fortune,  extended  his  conquefts  over  all 
the  Britiih  territories  in  Wales,  as  well  as  the  iflands  of  Mona 
and  Man.* 


During  thefe  tranfa6lions,  Cadwallon  had  taken  refuge  in 
Ireland/  After  an  abience  of  fome  years,  this  prince  recovered 
his  dominions.     An  union  of  interefts  having  engaged  him  in 

■  Vcrflegan,  Geoff.  Monmouth,  &c.  ibid.  *  Rowknd*8  Mon,  Ant.  p.  i88. 

3  Geoff.  Monmouth,  p.  372,  376.  Vaughan  of  Hengwrt'a  Differtation  on  Britifh 
Chron.  taken  from  the  Triadct.  *  Dinwydr* 

♦  Matt.  Weft.  p.  165.  Bcdc't  Eccl.  Hift.  cap.  IX.  p.  87.  William  Malmftury, 
lib.  I*  p.  18.  Script,  poft  Bedan»  Vaughan  of  Hengwrt^s  Differtation  on  Briciih 
Chron.  taken  from  the  Triades.  5  Ibid. 

an 
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an  alliance  with  Fenda  king  of  Merda,   the  two  princes,    with 

their  joint  forces,  made  a  rapid  movement  into  Yorkfhire,  and 

entirely  defeated   the   Northumbrian  king  m  Hatfield  fbreft.'    A-  d. 

633. 

Edwin  and  his  fon  fell  in  the  battle,  and  left  their  country  ex- 
poled  to  tite  ferocious  fpirit  of  the  confederated  princes,*  A  fcenc 
of  defolation  followed  this  vi^ory,  but  Cadwalloh  furpafled  his 
Pagan  .aflbciate  in  cruelty  and  mercilefs  ravages^ ' 


On  the  death  of  Edwin,  Edfridus  fiicceedcd  to  the  kingdom 
6f  Beraicia  5  and  being  nearly  related  to  Penda  by  his  mother^ 
fled  to  the  Mercian  prince  for  proteftion,*  Cadwailon  retiring 
to  York,  carried  on  from  thence  his  furious  depredations/  At 
thisjunfture,  Ofric  affumed'  the  crown  of  Deira^*  and  in  hopes 
by  one  blow  to  take  revenge  for  his  defolated  country,  he  invefted 
that  city ;  but,  in  a  fally  made  by  Cadwailon,  he  was  (lain,  and  A.  D« 
his  army  defeated.*  His  affixriate,  the  king  of  Bemicia,  feeing  ^^ 
their  utmoft  exertions  fink  under  the  fuperior  valour  or  fortUnie 
of  the  Britifli  prince,  attempted  to  try  the  arts  of  negotiation* 
With  this  view  he  caiiie  to  treat  with  Cadwailon  in  p6rfon^  with 
only  twelve  foldiers  in  his  train ;  but  in  return  for  fuch  an  inftance 
of  generous  confidence,  the  Saxon  prince,  with  his  attendants^ 

'  Bede,  lib.  IL   cap*  XZ«  p*  tx>u   Brompton\  Chroa.  p«  284. 
*  Saxon  Chron.  p*  29.    Langhonu,  Chr.  Reg.  p*  176. 
'  Langhorni,  Chron.  keg.  Ang.  p.  182.    J.  Brompton^s  Chron.  p.  784.    Wm, 
Malmibury,  lib.  I.  p.  18.    Gale's  Script. 

^  Bede,  lib.  III.   cap.  I.   p.  103.    Brompton's  Chron.  p«784,  785.    Longhorni, 
p.  x6a.  5  Matth.  Weftm.  p.  167.  *  Deifr. 

^  Ibid*  Langhorni|  p.  184.    BroAipton^s  Chron.  p»  785* 

M  2  were 
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were  bafely  affaffinated.'  This  outrage  fully  juftifies  the  charafter 
of  a  cruel  and  falthlefs  tyrant,  given  ta  this  prince  by  the  Saxon 
writers.* 

A.  D,  At  this  time,  Cadwallon  was  chofen  king  of  the  Britons,  verjf 
probably  on  account  of  his  late  faccefs>  and  his  aibility  to  carrj 
on  the  war  J 

.  The  Britifh  king^  after  this  aft  of  violence,  ftiU  continued  to 
defolate  the  country,  until  his  career  was  checked  by  Ofwald  \ 
who,  fucceeding  to  the  crowns  of  Deira  and  Bernicia,*  united 
them  into  the  kingdom  of  Northumberland..*  This  prince,  who 
at  this  time  had  embraced  the  Chriftian  religion,  was  yet  in  his 
early  youth,  and  had  coUedted  a  fmall  and  determined  band  to 
oppofe Cadwallon  and  his  vi£torious  army:,  and. when  the  Britifli 
king  marched  to  attack  the  Saxons,  he  proceeded  with  all  the 
fecurity  and  infolence  which  a  contempt  of  enemies,  and  the 
pride  of  viftory,  are  apt  to  infpire^  But  Ofwald,^  fenfible  of  the 
greatnefs  of  the  objeft  for  which,  he  contended,:  afted  with  the 
utmoft  circumfpedion..  With  a  view  to  heighten  the  ardour  of 
his  troops  by  religious  enthufiafm,.  or  to  draw  down  profperity; 
on  his  arms  by  an  aiSt  of  devotion,  he  ordered  a  crofs  to  be 
erefted  on  the  field  of  battle,  to  ferve  as  the  ftandafd  of  the  army. 
At  this^  pious  work  Ofwald  hinxfelf  affifted  s   and  the  moment 

1  Bedc  Eccl.  Hift.  Ub.  IIL  cap.  I.  p.  103.     Brompton's  Chron.   p.  786.    Matth'. 
Wcftm.  p.  167.     Langhorni  Chr.  p.  184. 

*  Humfrey  Lhuyd^s  Breviary,  p.  66.  *  Rowland's  Mon.  Ant.  p.  188;' 

*  Bryfificb.  ♦  Brompton*8  Chron.  p.  795.    Humfrey  Lhuyd,  p.  13. 
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before  the  trumpet  founded  the  charge,  that  prince,  accompanied 
by  his  army,  kneeled  at  the  foot  of  the  crofs  j.  appealed  to  heaven 
for  the  juftice  of  his  caufe,  and  implored  its  affiftance  to  con- 
found the  infolence  of  his  enemies.  Fortified  by  thefe  afts  of 
piety  in  their  fbvereign,  the  Saxon  troops  early  in  the  morning 
advanced  to  attack  the  enemy,  and  ftormed  their  camp.  In  the 
aftion  Cadwallon  was  (lain  5  and  the  Welfli,  driven  into  confu* 
fion  by  the  death  of  theii*  prince,  were  routed,  and  almoft  en-^ 
tirely  cut  in  pieces.  This  battle  is  faid  to  have  happened  at 
Denifbourne  in  Northumberland  J 

On  the  death  of  this  prince,  his  fbn  Cadwalader  fucceeded  to  a.  D- 
the  kingdom  of  North  Wales,  and  to  the  ideal  fovereignty  of 
Britain.*  In  the  courfc  of  his  reign,  the  irruptions  of  the  Saxons 
had  become  more  frequent  -,  and  a  famine,  with  its  ufual  at- 
tendant a  peftilential  diftemper,  had' raged  in  Britain;'  the  cohfe- 
quent.  evils  of.  defolating  wars,  and  of  a  difordered  police.  To 
avoid  the  common  dangers  of  his  country,  a  conduft  which  did 
not  mark  a  magnanimous  fpirit,  Cadwalader  with  numbers  of 
his  nobility  and  other  fubjefts  retired  to  Alan  his  kinfman,  the  a.  d. 
king  of  Bretaigne ;  in  whofe  court  he  found  an  hofpitable  re- 
ception/ From  an  uniform  and  perhaps  a  fingular  principle  of 
affeftion,  we  have  feen  this  country  afford  an  afylum  to  the 
Britons  in  every  feafon  of  adverfity . 

»  Bed^V  Eccl.  Hift.  lib.  TIL  cap.  11.  p.  104.    W.  Malmftufy,  lib.  I.  cap.  III.  p.  19.. 
*  Rowland's  Mon.  Ant.  p.  188.     Verftegan,  chap.  V.  p^i^z, 

'  J  Wynne's  Hifl.  Wales,  p.  8. 
♦  Baker's  Chron.  p.  4. .  J.  Fordun's  Hift,.Scot.    Gale's  Scriptor.  p-647.  . 
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After  refiding  fome  time  in  the  court  of  Bretaigne,  Cad- 
'Walader  prq)ared  to  return  into  Wales  j  having  heard  that  the 
famine  and  peflilence  had  ceafcd,  and  that  the  Saxons,  with  in- 
cfeafing  power,  were  endeavouring  to  extend  their  conquefts/ 
With  this  view,  he  colkfted  an  army  compoied  of  his  own  fub- 
jeSs  and  his  allies  the  Bret<ms,  with  a  fuitaUe  fleet  to  tranfport 
them  acrofe  the  <:hannd.*  A  magnammous  prince,  in  fuch  a 
lituation,  would  either  have  rcfeued  his  country  from  its  danger, 
or  would  have  buried  himfelf  in  its  ruins.  But  at  the  moment 
that  Cadwalader  was  going  to  embark,  he  was  warned  in  a  vifion^ 
which  he  fancied  to  be  a  fudden  impulfe  from  heaven ;  and  which 
directed  him  to  lay  afide  the  cares  of  the  world,  to  go  immedi- 
ately to  Rome,  and  to  receive  holy  orders  from  the  hands  of  the 
Pope.  This  illnfiori,  the  efFedt  of  a  weak  or  a  diftempered  mind, 
he  communicated  to  the  king  of  firetaigne ;  who,  probably  from 
interefted  motives,  took  advantage  of  this  incident  to  aft  on  the 
weaknefs  of  this  prince,  and  on  the  credulous  fpirit  of  his  na- 
tion ;  a  fpirit  which,  in  common  with  every  other  people  in  the 
fame  ftage  of  refinement,  always  paid  a  high  veneration  to  men, 
who,  under  the  impulfe  of  a  warm  imagination,  fancied  them- 
iclves  to  be  endued  with  the  power  of  revealing  future  events. 

Having  confulted  the  prophetic  books  of  the  two  Merlins^ 
which,  by  the  Britons,  were  deemed  as  facred  as  the  pages  of  the 

>  Baker's  Chrotu  p.  4.  Welih  Chron.  by  Carodoc  of  LlaikcarTaii)  and  re-publifhed 
l>y  Dr.  PoweU  PS*  *  Ibid. 

There  were  two  of  that  name  j  the  firft,  called  Mcrddyn  Wyllt,  was  bom  in  Scot- 
land J  the  other,  called  Merddyn  Emrys,  was  bon  at  Caermarthen.  Humfrey  Lhuyd, 
j^.  79*    Lewis  Morris* 

J  Koman 
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Roman  Syiils ;.  Alan  told  him,  that  they  predifted  the  ruin  of 
the  Britifli  empire,  until  the  time  that  the  bones  of  king  Cad- 
r  walader  fliouid  be  brought  back  from  Rome.     He  then  advifcd 

him  to  a6l  up  to  the  patriotic  defign,  and  to  follow  the  impuUe 
of  his  vifion.  Thus  confirmed  in  the  delufion.  Cad  walader  pro- 
ceeded to  Rome ;  and  agreeably  to  the  interefted  views  of  the 
Roman  pontiffs,  was  kindly  received  by  Pope  Sergius.  After  he 
had  fubmitted  to  have  his  head  (haven,  and  to  be  initiated  into 

the  order  of  white  monks,  this  Britifli  king  lived  eight  years  as 

» 

a  religious  reclufe  3 '  exemplary  in  the  piety  of  thofe  days,  but  in 
a  fituation  unworthy  of  a  prince  5  as  it  fecluded  him  from  the 
pra£):ice  of  aftive  virtue,  and  of  confequence  from  promoting 
the  real  interefts  of  his  people ;  for  which  great  end  alone 
princes  are  delegated  to  rule  mankind. 

The  death  of  Cadwalader  clofed  the  imperial  dignity  which    A.  D. 


had  been  annexed  many  ages  to  the  Britifli  government**  The 
Welfli  princes  of  later  times  ufually  refided  at  Diganwy '  on  the 
water  of  Conway,*  and  at  Cacr  Segont*  near  Caernarvon/ 

Cadwalader  having  thus,  in  the  weaknefs  of  fuperftition^ 
abdicated  his  throne ;  and  his  foa  Edwalj-f*  yet  a  minor,  being 

■  Wynne  Hift.  Wales,  p.  lO,  1 1. 
*  Wclih  Chron.  p.  5,     Rowland's  Mon.  Ant.  p.  188.    Humfrcy  Lhuyd,  p.  66. 
'  Famous  in  Tacitus  by  the  name  of  Cangorum  (the  people  there  being  called 
Cangi)  and  called  afterwards  Gannock  by  the  Engliih.     Humfrey  Lhuyd,  p.  66. 

*  Cynivy.  4  Called  by  the  Romans  Segontium. 

J  Caer»yn-ar-von ;   the  city  oppofite  Mona.   Humfrey  Lhuyd,   p.  65.    Wynne 
Hill.  Wales,  p.  12.  +  Edivallwrct. 

under 
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mndei"  thf  proteflion  of  Alan,  this  latter  prince  appears  to  have 
thrown  ofFthe  maiks  and  to  have  been  defirous  of  realizing  the 
profpefls  of  ambition^  which  the  late  event  had  opened  to  his 
view.  Under  colour,  no  doubt,  of  a£ling  for  the  common  caufe, 
he  attached  to  his  fervice  thofe  Welfli  who  had  been  the  followers 
.of  the  late  prince ;  and  with  thefe  troops  and  a  body  of  his  own 
^fubjefts,  under  the  command  of  his  fon  Ivor,  a  defcent  was  made 
•on  the  weftern  coaft  of  Britain.  Alarmed  at  this  dangerous  in- 
vafion,  the  Saxons  oppofed  Ivor  with  their  accuftomed  fpirit  and 
refolution.'  But  that  prince,  having  defeated  them  with  great 
flaughter,  gained  poffeffion  of  Cornwall,  Devon,  and  Somerfet.* 
To  oppofe  this  invafion,  become  formidable  by  the  acquifition 
of  thefe  territories  to  Ivor,  Kentwyn,  king  of  the  weft  Saxons, 
drew  together  a  conjQderable  force.  Each  of  the  princes,  fenfible 
of  the  importance  of  the  conteft,  feemed  unwilling  to  put  it 
to  the  dccifion  of  arais :  in  the  end,  the  arts  of  love  and  negotia- 
tion prevailed;  and  Ivor,  fatisfied  with  the  conquefts  already 
made,  agreed  to  marry  Ethelburga,  the  coufin  of  the  Saxon 
prince.  By  this  marriage,  by  the  death  of  Kentwyn,  and  by 
Cedwell  the  nephew  of  that  Saxon  prince  retiring  to  Rome, 
Ivor  became  foyereign  of  the  weftern  part  of  Britain ;  including 
the  Saxon  and  Britifti  territories.  Wearied,  at  length,  with  the 
cares  of  government,  or  finking  into  the  fuperftition  of  the  age, 
pr  ft  ruck  with  remorfe  for  his  paft  injuftice,  this  prince  withdrew 
from  the  cares  of  royalty,  and  buried  himfelf  in  the  receflcs  of 

«  Welfli  Chron.  p.  7,  8. 
*  Welfli  Chron,  p.  8.  by  Carodoc  of  Llancarvan,  tranflatcd  by  Dr.  Powel,  about  1 584. 

a  doifter. 
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a  doifter.    As  a  more  efFe^al  atonement  for  the  injuries  which 
had  been  done  to  the  family  of  Cadwalader,  he  left  to  Roderic 

i  Moelwynoc,  the  grandfon  of  that  prince,  his  Britifh  dominions/ 

I 

Ro]>£Ric  had  no  fboner  taken  poflefllon  of  his  territories,  than  A.  d. 
Adelred,  who  fucceeded  Ivor  in  the  Saxon  part  of  his  dominions, 
invaded  Devonftiire  5  and  with  fire  and  fword  carried  defolation 
through  the  country.  He  was  proceeding  with  the  like  ravages 
into  Cornwall  j  but  was  met  upon  the  confines  by  the  Britons,  a.  ix 
who  defeated  his  forces,  and  obliged  him  to  retreat  into  his  own 
dominions/ 
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The  fertile  and  pleafant  lands  which  are  iltuated  between  the 
Severn  and  the  Wye,  tempted  Ethelbald  to  form  the  defign  of 
annexing  them  to  his  Mercian  kingdom.  With  this  view,  he 
invaded  that  part  of  the  country  with  a  powerful  army,  and 
proceeded  with  the  ufual  devaftations  as  far  as  Carno  mountain 
near  Abergavenny.*  On  this  mountain  he  was  oppofed  by  the 
Welfli,  and  a  fierce  and  bloody  battle  enfued,  which  was  nqt  A.  a 
however  decifive  in  favour  of  either  party/  The  fame  prince, 
ibme  years  after,  having  foimed  an  alliance  with  Adelred,  king 
of  the  Weft  Saxons,  thefe  princes  marched  their  united  forces 
jinto  Wales.    Though  the  danger  was  imminent,  and  their  powers 

I 

«  Wynne's  Hift.  Wales,  p.  ij.    Rowlands  Mon- Ant.  p.U88. 
*  Wynne's  Hift.  Wales,  p.  i  J.       '  *  AhergefnL 

'  Wynne's  Hifl.  Wales,  p;  i6.    At  this  time  (A.  D.  734.)  died  the  venerable  Bede^ 
riorcsHift.   Matt.  Weft,  p,  203. 

N  of 
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of  refinance  comparatively  fmaU,  the  Welfli,  with  great  fpirit^ 
A.  D.  oppofed  the  combined  princes  3  and  a  well  contefted  adlion,  and 
miferable  daughter  on  both  fides  enfued,  until  the  former  were 
overpowered  by  fuperiority  of  numbers*  Difpirited  by  this  de- 
feat, and  taking  advantage  of  a  ruptur?  which  had  arifen  between 
Ethclbald  and  Cudred,  who  had  fucceeded  to  the  throne  of  the 
Weft  Saxons,  the  Welfli  entered  into  an  alliance  with  the  latter 
prince.  Elated  however  with  his  late  viftoiy,  and  regardlefs  of 
this  accefiion  to  their  power,  Ethelbald  attempted  another  inva- 
fion  of  Wales,  and  advanced  as  far  as  Hereford, '  At  that  place, 
likewife,  he  met  with  a  fpirited  refiftance  from  the  Welfh  5  and 
A.  D.  by  the  affiftance  of  their  allies,  they  gave  him  a  fignal  over- 
throw.  ^  But  a  reconciliation  taking  place  between  the  Saxon 
kings,  Cudred  withdrew  from  the .  interefts  of  the  Welfli,  and 
joined  his  forces  with  thofe  of  Ethelbald.  The  military  prowefs 
of  their  allies  being  thus  taken  from  the  Welfli,  the  fcale  was 

turned  1  and  in  another  battle  which  foon  after  enfued  with  the 

« 

Saxons,  they  were  entirely  difcomfited,' 

A  DARK  cloud  at  this  period  fettled  ovei^  the  Britifli  hemifpliere> 
and  the  few  governments  which  ftill  remained  amidft  the  ruins 
of  time,  except  thofe  of  Wales,  became  extinguiflied  one  after 
the  other.  Eadbert,  the  king  of  Northumberland,  an  a£live  and 
valiant  prince,  turned  his  arms  againft  the  Strath- Clyde  Britons, 

■  Anciently  called  Qeaffbrdd,  or  the  cJd  road  of  E^glUhmen*  Humfrey  Lhuydp, 
p.  74.  *  Wynne's  Hill.  Wales,  p.  17. 

3  Henry  Huntbgdon,  p.  340.  Script,  po^  Bcdam.  Matt.  Weft.  p.  ao6.  Bromp ton, 
J. 768. 

and 


\ 


7SO, 


BookIII.  RODERIC    MOELWYNOa  gt 

and  mside  himfelf  maf^er  of  Caer-ar-Clwyd>  the  capital  of  di^r  a.  p. 
dominions/  The  wcftem  part  of  Britain^  likewife,  which  had  ^^^* 
been  under  the  fovereignty  of  Roderic  Moelwynoc^  the  ion  of 
Edwal,  was  at  this  time  conquered  by  the  Saxons;  and  that 
prince  forced  to  retire  into  North  Wales.  The  government  of  this 
country  had  been  pofTeiTed  by  the  two  Tons  of  Bledrus  die  prince 
of  ComwaU,  ever  fince  Cadvan  had  been  elefted  to  the  fovereign 
dignity  5  and,  however  lingular  the  incident  may  a[^)ear»  Roderic 
feems  to  have  been  quietly  permitted  to  enjoy  his  right  as  foon  A.  o. 
as  he  had  announced  his  claim/  This  prince  foon  after  died,  and 
itft  two  fons,  Cynan  Tindaethwy  and  Howel/  He  ufually  refided 
at  Caer  Segont  on  the  ftraits  of  the  Menai  in  Caemarvonfhire/ 

Amidst  the  continual  wars  which  had  fo  long  harrafTed  the 
Saxons  and  the  Welfli,  neither  of  thefe  people  had  much  leifure 
to  attend  to  maritime  affairs  ;  ^id  the  naval  power  of  Biitaia 
wasof  courfe  inconliderabie;  however  the  attention  which  was 
given  to  this  necelTary  njeafure,  was^  at  this  time,  only  to  b0  found 
in  the  ports  of  Wales.* 

Cynan  Tindaethwy,  the  eldefl:  fon  of  the  dcceafed  princCp    A.  d. 
fucceedcd  to  the  throne  of  Noith  Wales/     The  late  fuccefe  of 
the  Saxons  in  the  weftem  part  of  Britain  encouraged  them  in  the 
deiign  of  extending  their  dominions,  and  inipired  them  with  a 

I  Langliomif  Chr.  Reg/Ang.  p^^j*    Stmoa  Dtmeline,  p.  105.    Ssmmet's  AiiC# 
ofBritaifi,  p.  546.  *  Rowland's  Mon.  Ant.  p.  188. 

'  Wynne's  Hift.  Wales,  |>«  17,  i8*  4  Rowland's  Mon.  Ant.  p.  lyi* 

f  Berkeley's  Naval  Hift.  of  Brit.  p.  58.  '  •  Rowland's  Mon.  Ant.  p.  188. 

N  2  confident 
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confident  expc6lation  of  being  able  to  make  an  eafy  conqucft  of 
Wales:  In  the  purfuit  of  this  defign  they  proceeded  as  far  aij 
Hereford  5  but  on  that  frontier  they  were  again  fiercely  received 
by  the  Welfh ;  and  the  battle  very  probably  ended  in  favour  of 
the  latter,  hiftory  being  filent  as  to  the  event  and  further  pro- 
grefs  of  the  invafion/ 


A*  D. 

765. 


At  this  time  OfFa  reigned  in  Mercia.* 

The  eafinefs  of  approach  to  the  fertile  plains  of  South  Wales 
invited  continual  inroads  j  and  confequently,  that  country  was 
more  harraffed,  and  fooner  narrowed  in  its  boundaries,  than  the 
mountainous  territory  of  North  Wales.  The  inhabitants  of 
A.  D,  South  Wales,  fired  with  refentment  at  reiterated  injuries,  rofe 
up  in  arms,  entered  Mercia  with  fire  and  fword,  and  retaliated 
on  the  Saxons  their  ufual  devaftations.  They  foon  after  made 
other  fuccefsful  inroads  j  and  obliging  their  enemies  to  retire 
beyond  the  Severn,  returned  into  their  own  country  with  a  con- 
fiderable  quantity  of  cattle.  Allured  by  the  profpeft  of  Ipoil, 
^nd  animated  by  their  late  fuccefs^  inftead  of  afting  upon  the 
defenfive,  which  had  hitherto  been  the  utmoft  exertion  of  the 
Wellh,  a  new  plan  of  operation  took  place  -,  a  ipirit  of  enter- 
prize  enfued ;  and  by  fudden  arid  frequent  incurfions  into  Mercia, 
they  enriched  themfelves,  avenged  their  national  injuries,  and 
filled  the  Saxon  borders  with  continual  alarm,  and  dev^ftation.' 

■  Wynne's  Hifl.  WaleSy  p.  i8.       *  Saxon  AnnaL  p.  59*     '  '  WtAih  Chron.  p.  19. 
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These  unufualand  formidable  exertions  in  the  Welfli  induced 
O^  to  enter  into  a  league  with  the  other  Saxon  princes ;  that 
with  their  united  ftrength  they  might  at  once  deftroy,  or  give  a 
check  to  this  entcrprifmg  fpirit.'  A  confiderable  army,  in  confe- 
qucnce,  pafled  the  Severn  into  Wales  3  but  the  Welfti,  too  weak 
to  encounter  fo  great  a  force,  retreated  to  the  mountains ;  and 
the  Saxons  likewife,  unable  to  penetrate  with  advantage  the  natu- 
ral fortifications  of  the  country,  returned  into  Mercian  OfFa, 
fenfible  of  the  evils  produced  by  thefe  inroads,  and  unable  to 
prevent  them,  agreeably  to  the  policy  of  his  military  anceftors, 
planted  a  colony  of  Saxons  in  the  country  near  the  Severn  *  and 
Wye ;'  whofe  immediate  intereft  it  became,  to  confine  to  the 
mountains  the  valour  and  reftlefe  aftivity  of  the.  Welfti.  To 
mark  the  confines  of  each  country,  or  to  give  greater  fecurity  to 
his  own,  he  likewife  caufed  a  deep  dyke  and  a  high  rampart  to  bq 
made,  which  extended  a  hundred  miles  over  rocks  and  mountainSj 
^d  acrofs  deep  vallies  and  rivers,  from  the  water  of  Dee  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Wye.*  This  great  work  ftill  retains  the  ancient 
name  of  Clawdh  Offa,  or  OfFa's  Dyke  j  and  is  an  evidence  of 
the  ignorance  and  barbarifm  of  the  age,  having  been  raifed  with 
immenfe  labour,  but  direfted  to  no  important  ufe,  either  to  mark 
the  boundaries,  or  as  a  Ime  of  defence .  between  hoftile  nations. 
The  large  towns  and  cities  fituated  to  the  eaft  of  the  Severn  and 
Dee,  were  probably  built  at  this  period  i  to  check  the  irruptions 

1  Wclih  Chron.  p.  19.  *  Ibid,  *  Hafren  and  Gwy. 

3  Langhorni,  Chron.  Reg.  Ang.  p.  292. 
♦  Wclfli  Chron.  p.  19.    Langhorni  Chron.  Ang-  p.  29^    Humfrey  Lhuyd's  Brc^ 
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of  the  Welfti  by  a  ftrong  line  of  frontier  pofts/  The  villages 
likewife  on  the  eaft  fide  of  Clawdh  Offa,  whofe  names  terminate 
in  ton  or  ham^  were  about  this  time  inhabited  by  Saxons/  who 
were  ufually  called  Gwyr-y-mars^  or  the  men  rf  Mercia ;  though 
in  after  times  the  Wellh  fettled  on  each  fide  of  the  Dyke.' 

The  change  which  this  innovation  had  made  in  Powys,  by 
narrowing  its  boundaries  j  and  Shrewfbury  having  been  lately 
taken  by  the  Saxons,  made  it  neceffary  to  remove  the  royal  refi- 
dence  of  the  princes  of  Powys,  from  that  tovm  to  Mathraval,^ 
fituatcd  in  the  prefcnt  county  of  Montgomery/ 

Though  an  interval  of  peace  had  given  OfFa  the  opportunity 
of  finifhing  this  celebrated  Dyke,  the  Welfh  were  not  infenfible 
of  the  dishonour  and  injury  done  to  their  country.  But  con- 
cealing their  feelings  under  the  maik  of  indifference,  they  fecretly 
concerted  the  plan  of  its  deftruftion ;  and  afting,  by  previous 
agreement,  with  the  kbgs  of  Northumberland  and  of  the  South 
Saxons,  with  whom  they  were  then  in  alliance,  they  fuddenly 
bcfet  Clawdh  OfFa  in  the  night  of  St.  Stephen^s  day,  the  night 
itfelf  being  extremely  dark ;  and  affifhd  alfo  by  the  country  people, 
they  broke  down  the  rampart,  and  in  a  Ihort  time  filled  up  and 
levelled  the  Dyke  to  the  length  of  a  bow-fhot.    Early  in  the 

^  Humfrey  Lhuyd^s  Breviary,  p.  26.  *  Ibid.  p.  Ji.  '  Ibid.  p.  50. 

^  Its  ancient  name  was  Pengwerni  or  the  head  of  a  place  where  alders  gcovr^  and 
was  the  feat  of  the  kings  of  Powys ;  whence  the  Saxon  term  Schrewfbury  is  derived^ 
Humfrey  Lhuyd's  Breviaiy,  p.  27.  • 

*  Humfrey  Lhuyd,  p.  70. 
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morning,  they  aflkiled  the  camp  of  king  OfFa, '  and  flew  great 
numbers  of  his  foldiers;  who,  depending  on  the  truce,  were 
either  afleep  or  unarmed,  or  had  given  themfelves  up  to  the 
pkafures,  or  to  the  religious  obfcrvance,  of  the  feftival.* 

The  Saxon  prince  mftantly  rallied  his  forces,  and  ruflied  into 
the  midfl  of  the  enemy  j  but  his  troops,  all  in  confufion  and 
not  properly  armed,  were  intimidated,  and  could  not  fuflain  the 
onfet  of  the  Wclfti  j  and  it  was  not  without  great  difficulty  and 
(laughter,  that  they  were  able  to  bring  off  their  leader,  and  re* 
cover  their  camp*  On  this  difafter,  OfFa  retired  into  his  own 
dominions,  meditating  vengeailce.  The  firft  impreffion  of  his 
anger,  on  hts  return,  for  this  infulting  violation  of  the  truce, 
fell  upon  the  hoftages  which  were  given  by  thofe  perfons  who 
had  lately  broken  the  peace,  whom  he  ordered  to  be  more  ftriiSlIy 
confined ;  and,  ftill  unfatisfied  with  this  feverity,  their  wives  and 
families  alfo  were  either  fold,  or  referved  for  perpetual  flavery,' 

Offa,  ftill  breathing  revenge,  marched,  fome  time  after,  into 
the  confines  of  Wales,  with  a  well  equipped  and  formidable 
army  j  but  for  feveral  years  he  was  not  able  to  make  any  im* 
predion,  being  greatly  annoyed  by  the  Welfh ;  who,  from  their 
woods  and  mountains  made  continual  irruptions  upon  his  forces/ 
Both  parties  coming,  at  Ici^gth,  to  a  general  engagement  upon 

I  Suppofed  to  be  at  Sutton  Wallis  near  Hereford.  ^ 

*  Manh.  Paris  Monachi  Alb^nenfig  Vita  Duorum  Offarum   Mcrciorum  Re|;uui^ 
V*  97S*  97^*  '  Matth.  Paris  Monachi  Albanenfis,  &c«  p«  976* 

^  Matth*  Paris  vita  Duorum  OfiaruiDy  p*976« 

6  Rhudd- 
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A»  D.    Rhudd-lan  marfli  j  the  Welfti,  under  the  command  of  Caradoc, 
795. 

a  chieftain  of  the  country,  and  defcended  from  the  houfe  of 
Cornwall,  were  entirely  defeated  *  with  a  dreadful  {laughter;  and 
their  leader  (lain  in  the  a6lion.*  Befides  this  great  lofs  which  the 
Welfh  had  fufFered,  the  Saxon  prince  commanded  all  the  children 
and  the  men,  who  unfortunately  fell  into  his  hands,  to  be 
maffacred  j  the  women  fcarcely  efcaping  his  fury.* 

The  memory  of  this  tragical  event  has  been  carried  down  to 
pofterity,  by  an  ancient  ballad  called  Morva  Rhudd-lan,  the 
notes  of  which  are  moft  tenderly  plaintive. 

A.  D,        Soon  after  this  memorable  event,  died  OfFa,  kuig  of  Mercia.* 
'  '     Some  hiftorians  fay  that  he  was  flam  in  the  battle  of  Rhudd-lan, 
with  Meredyth  the  prince  of  Pembroke.*  * 

It  may  not  be  unnecefTary  here,  after  a  tedious  recital  of 
inroads  and  battles,  to  give  forae  relief  to  the  reader's  mind,  by 
opening  to  his  view  the  modes  of  life  and  private  manners  of  the 
ancient  Welftj. 

We  are  indebted  to  Giraldus  Cambrenfis,  for  the  following^ 
very  lively  traits  which  he  has  tranfmitted  of  the  manners  of  the 

I  Welfh  Chron.  p.  30. 

•  According  to  tradition,  the  remaining  Wclfti  who  had  cfcapcd  the  enemy's  fword, 
flying  with  precipitation  over  the  marfh,  pcriflied  in  the  water  by  the  flowing  of  tho 

• 

ride.         J  Matth.  Paris  vita  Duorum  Offarum,  p.  976.  *  Welih  Chron.  p.  20. 

*  Dyfed.    s  Camden's  Britannia,  Gibfon's  Notes  on  Flintfliirc,  p.  690,  from  Mf». 
jaf  Vaughan  Hcngwrt, 

Welfh 
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Welfli  nation  j  at  a  period  when  thofe  manners  were  pure  and 
unadulterated  by  foreign  intercourfe.  And  though  this  writer 
may,  on  fome  ocCafions,  fink  into  credulous  weaknefs,  and  be 
dire£);ed  by  a  partial  fpirit,  yet  furely,  in  their  great  outlines,  the 
reprefentations  which  he  has  given  of  manners,  though  himfelf  a 
native  of  the  country,  rauft  have  been  clofely  copied  from  original 
features,  and  muft  afford  a  ftriking  refemblance  of  national 
charafter. 

The  Welfh '  were  a  nation  light  and  aftive,  and  more  fierce 
than  ftrong  j  from  the  loweft  to  the  higheft  of  the  people  they 
were  devoted  to  arms,  which  the  plowman  as  well  as  the  courtier 
was  prepared  to  feize  on  the  firil  fummons.  Their  ufual  cuftom 
in  works  of  hulbandry  was,  that  for  oats  they  opened  the  foil, 
once  only  in  March  or  April  \  and  for  wheat  or  rye,  they  turned 
it  up,  twice  in  the  fummer,  and  a  third  time  in  winter  about  the 
feafon  of  fhrafliing. 

The  chief  fuftenance  of  this  people,  in  refpect  of  their  food, 
was  cattle  and  oats,  befides  milk,  cheefe,  and  butter ;  though  they 
ufually  ate  more  plentifully  of  flefh  meat  than  of  bread. 

As  they  were  not  engaged  in  the  occupations  of  traffic  either 
by  fea  or  land,  their  time  was  entirely  employed  in  military  affairs. 
They  were  fo  anxious  for  the  prefervation  of  their  country  and 
its  liberties,  that  they  efleemed  it  delightful  not  only  to  fight  for 

■  Giraldus  Cambrcnfis  Iriner.  cap-  IV.  V. 

O  them. 
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them,  but  even  to  facrifice  then*  lives :  and  agreeably  to  this  fpirit, 
they  entertained  an  idea,  that  it  was  a  difgrace  to  die  in  their 
beds,  but  an  honour  to  fall  in  the  field.  Such  was  their  eager 
courage,  that  although  unarmed,  they  often  dared  to  engage  with 
men  entirely  covered  with  armour ;  and  in  fuch  engagements, 
by  their  aftivity  and  valour,  they  frequently  came  off  conquerors* 
.  That  their  a6livity  might  not  be  impeded  by  arty  unneceffary 
incumbrance,  they  made  ufe  of  light  armour  j  fuch  as  fmaller 
coats  of  mail,  fliields,  and  fometimes  of  iron  greaves.  Their 
offenfive  weapons  were  arrows  and  long  fpears.  Their  bows  were 
ufually  made  of  flight  twigs  joined  or  twifted  together;  and 
though  rude  in  their  form,  they  difcharged  an  arrow  with  great 
force.  The  people  of  North  Wales  were  remarkable  for  fpears 
fo  long  and  well  pointed,  that  they  could  pierce  through  an 
iron  coat  of  mail.  The  men  of  South  Wales  vvere  accounted  the 
moft  expert  archers.  The  chieftains  when  they  marched  to  war, 
were  mounted  on  fwift  borfes,  bred  in  the  country ;  the  lower 
forts  of  people,  on  account  of  the  marfhes,  as  well  as  the  in- 
equalities of  the  ground,  marched  on  foot  to  battle  5  though, 
whenever  the  occafion  or  the  place  rendered  it  necefTary  for  the 
purpofes  either  of  fighting  or  flying,  the  horfemen  themfelves 
difmounted  and  ferved  on  foot. 

The  Welfh  were  accuflomed  to  walk  with  their  feet  entirely 
bares  or,  inftead  of  fhoes,  they  ufed  boots  of  raw  leather. 

In  the  time  of  peace,  the  young  men  accuftomed  themfelves 
to  penetrate  the  woods  and  thickets,  and  to  run  over  the  tops 

3  of 


BooKin.  ANCIENT    WELSH. 

of  mountiuns  {  and  by  continuing  this  exercife  through  the  day 
and  nighty  they  prepared  them&lves  for  the  fatigues  and  em- 
|>lo3rments  of  wac. 

Thb9B  people  were  ^  not  ^Mcn  to  cxcefs  cither  in  eating  or 
drinking.  They  had  no  fet  time  appointed  for  their  meals,  nor 
«iy  expenfive  richnefs  in  their  clothes.  Their  whole  attention 
was  occupied  in  the  fplendid  appearance  of  theu*  hories  and  arms, 
in  the  defence  of  their  country,  and  in  the  care  of  their,  plunder. 
Accuftomed  to  faft  from  morning  to  nighty  their  minds  were 
wholly  employed  on  their  bufinefs ;  they  gave  up  the  day  entirely 
to  prudent  delibcratioiis,  and  in  the  evening  they  partook  of  a 
fpber  fupper.  But  if,  at  any  time,  it  happened,  that  they  were 
not  able  to  procure  any,  or  only  a  very  iparing  repaft,  they 
patiently  waited  until  the  next  morning ;  and  in  this  fituation, 
prevented  neither  by  hunger  nor  cold,  they  were  eager  to  take 
advantage  of  dark  and  ftormy  nights  for  hoftile  invafions. 

There  was  not  a  be^ai*  to  be  feen  among  thefe  people,  for 
the  tables  of  all  were  common  to  all ;  and  with  them  bounty, 
and  particularly  hofpitable  entertainment,  were  in  higher  efti- 
mation  than  any  of  the  other  virtues.  Hofpitality,  indeed,  was 
fo  much  the  habit  of  this  nation,  by  a  mutual  return  of  fuch 
civilities,  that  it  was  neither  offered  to,  nor  requefted  by,  travel- 
lers. As  foon  as  they  entered  any  houfe,  they  immediately  deli- 
vered their  arms  into  the  cuftody  of  a  perfon  in  the  family  5  and 
if  they  fuffered  their  feet  to  be  waflied  by  thofe,  who  for  that 
purpofe  diredly  offered  them  water,  they  were  confidered  as 

O  2  lodgers 
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lodgers  for  the  night.  The  refufal  of  this  civility,  intimated  their 
defire  of  a  morning's  refreftiment  only.     The  offer  of  water  for 

the  purpofe  of  wafhing  the  feet,  was  confidered  as  an  invitation 

« 

to  accept  of  hofpitable  entertainment.  The  young  men  ufually 
marched  in  parties,  or  in  tribes,  a  leader  being  appointed  to 
each ;  and  as  they  were  devoted-  to  arms,  or  given  up  to  leifure, 
and  were  courageous  in  the  defence  of  their  country,  they  were 
permitted  to  enter  the  houfe  of  any  perfon  with  the  fame  fecurity 
as  their  own.  The  ftrangers,  who  arrived  in  the  mornings  were 
entertained  until  evening  with  the  converfation  of  young  women, 
and  with  the  mufic  of  the  harp ;  for  in  th's  country  almoft  every 
houfe  was  provided  with  both.  Hence  we  may  reafonably  con- 
clude, that  the  people  were  not  much  inclined  to  jealoufy.  Such 
an  influence  had  the  habit  of  mufic  on  their .  minds,  and  its 
faicinating  powers,  that  in  every  family,  or  in  every  tribe,  they 
efteemed  Ikill  in  playing  on  the  harp  beyond  any  kind  of  learning. 

In  the  evening,  when  the  vifitors  were  arrived,  an  entertain- 
ment was  provided  according  to  the  number  and  dignity  of  the 
perfons,  and  the  wealth  of  the  houfe;  on  which  occafion  the 
cook  was  not  fatigued  with  dreffing  many  difhes,  nor  fuch  as 
were  high  feafoned  as  ftimulativcs  to  gluttony;  nor  was  the  houfe 
fumiftied  with  tables,  napkins,  or  towels  ;  for  in  all  thefe  things 
they  ftudied  nature  more  *  than  ftiew.     The  guefts  were  placed 

by  threes  at  fupper,  and  the  difhes  at  the  fame  time  were  put 

« 

on  rufhes,  in  large  and  ample  platters  made  of  clean  grafs,  with 
thin  and  broad  cakes  of  bread,  baked  every  day.  At  the  fame 
time  that  the  whole  family,  with  a  kind  of  emulation  in  their 

civilities^ 
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civilities,  were  in  waiting ;  the  mafter  and  miftrefs  in  particular 
were  always  ftanding,  very  attentively  overlooking  the  whole. 
When  the  hour  of  flecp  approached,  they  all  lay  down  in  common 
on  the  public  bed,  ranged  lengthwife  along  the  fides  of  the  room ; 
a  few  rufhes  being  ftrewed  on  the  floor,  and  covered  only  with 
a  coarfe  cloth,  the  produce  of  the  country.  The  fame  garb  that 
the  people  were  ufed  to  wear  in  the  day,  ferved  them  alfo  in  the 
night ;  and  this  confifl:ed  of  a  thin  mantle,  and  a  garment  ar 
fhirt  worn  next  to  the  fkin.  The  fire  was  kept  burning  at  their 
feet  throughout  the  night,  as  well  as  in  the  day. 

\ 

The  women  of  this  nation,  as  well  as  the  men,  had  their  hair 
cut  round  at  the  ears  and  eyes.  The  women  alfo,  as  a  head  drefs, 
wore  a  large  white  robe,  folding  round,  and  rifing  by  degrees 
into  a  graceful  tuft  or  crown.  Both  the  men  and  the  women 
were  exceedingly  attentive  to  the  prefervation  of  their  teeth ;  by 
conftantly  rubbing  them  with  green  hazel,  probably  the  leaves  or 
bark,  and  cleaning  them  with  a  woollen  cloth,  they  kept  their 
teeth  as  white  as  ivory ;  and  to  prefeive  them  ftill  more,  they 
abftained  from  every  kind  of  hot  food.  The  men  were  ac- 
cuftomed  to  (have  the  whole  beard,  leaving  only  a  whifker  on  the 
upper  lip ;  they  likewife  cut  fhort  or  fiiaved  the  hair  of  their 
heads,  that  it  might  be  no  impediment  to  their  aftivity  in  paffing 
through  the  thick  wQods  and  forefls  that  covered  their  country. 

The  Welfh,  according  to  Giraldus,  were  a  people  of  an  acute 

and  fubtle  genius.     In  civil  caufes  and  adlions,  they  exerted  all 

the  powers  of  rhetoric  5  and,  in  the  conduft  of  thefe,  their 

talents 
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families ;  and  were  able  from  memory  to  recite  the  names,  not 
only  of  their  immediate  anceftors,  but  to  the  fixth  and  feventh 
generation,  and  even  to  trace  them  dill  farther  back ;  in  this 
manner,  Rhys  ap  Gryffydh,  ap  Rhys,  ap  Tewdwr,  ap  Einion, 
ap  Owen,  ap  Howel,  ap  Cadell,  ap  Roderic  the  Great.* 

A  WELSHMAN  was  confidercd  as  honourable,  if  among  his 
anceftors  there  had  been  neither  flave,  nor  foreigner,  nor  infamous 
perfon.'  Yet  if  any  foreigner  had  faved  the  life  of  a  Wclfhman, 
or  delivered  him  from  captivity,  he  might  be  naturalized,  and  * 
was  entitled  to  the  rights  of  Welfhmen.  And  any  foreign  family, 
having  refided  in  Wales  for  four  generations,  were  alfo  admitted 
to  the  fame  privileges.* 

The  love  which  they  felt  for  famjjy  connexions  was  eager 
and  warm ;  and  of  confequence  they  were  keen  in  their  refent* 
ments,  and  revenged  deeply  any  injury  committed  on  their  family 
either  of  blood  or  diftionour.  They  were  vindifUve  and  cruel 
in  their  anger ;  and  exceedingly  prompt  to  revenge  not  only 
recent  injuries,  but  thofe  which  had  been  committed  a  long  time 
paft,  and  even  in  a  remote  period.  What  fpread  ft  ill  farther  this 
fpirit  of  revenge,  was  a  cuftom  prevalent  among  the  Welfh, 
of  fending  their  children  to  be  nurfed  in  other  families.  Thefe 
families,  in  confequence,  took  under  their  protedlion  the  chil- 
dren they  had  foftered ;  and  always  confidered  it  as  a  high  obliga- 
tion on  themfelves,  to  promote  their  interefts,  and  to  revenge 

♦  The  royal  line  of  South  Wales.  "  Howel  Dba's  Laws.  *  Ibid. 

their 
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their  usuries.    This  cuAom*  it  is  probable,  principally  prevailed 
in  thtf  faniilles  of  chieftains  and  princes.' 

Ths  Welih  did  not  refide  in  cities,  villages^  or  camps ;  but^  in 
general,  led  a  iblitary  life  in  the  woods* 

On  the  borders  of  their  foreftsi  it  was  ufual,  not  to  raife  great 
palaces,  nor  fumptuous  houies  built  with  ftone ;  but  only  to 
twift  together  ozier  coverings,  fuited  to.  the  different  feafons  of 
the  year,  widi  as  little  labour  as  expence.  But  thefe  dwellings 
anift  certainly  have  been  confined  to  the  lower  orden  of  the 
people.  Thi^  were  aocuftomed  ndther  to  orchards  nor  gardens. 
Their  fields  were  moftly  in  pafturej  little  cultivated,  ieldom 
plowed,  and  icarcely  ever  Town  or  {Wanted.  Yet  the  WeUh,  ienfible 
of  die  great  udlity  of  agriculture,  inftituted  a  kind  of  plowing 
ibdety  s  yfbkh  confided  of  perlbns  who  contributed  oxen  znd 
impHeineiits  of  husbandry,  for  the  puipoie  of  tilling  a  itipulated 
quan^  of  ground.  To  this  u&ful  defign,  great  encpuragement 
was  givoi  by  the  WeUh  laws«*  To  their  ploughs  and  carts  they 
ibmetimes  joined  two  oxen,  but  more  frequently  made  u&  of 
four  I  the  driver  gmng  before,  and,  what  is  very  lingular,  ufually 
waUung  backwards )  and  on  that  account,  if  the  oxen  were  not 
properly  trained  to  tbe  yoke,  he  was  expofed  to  great  danger. 
They  made  very  little  u(e  of  the  fcythe  or  fickle  either  to  mow 
or  reap )  but  employed  «  fingular  kind  of  inftrument,  a  middle 
fized  iron  in  the  (hape  of  a  pruning  knife,  chaii^  loofely  at 
each  end  to  two  ftaves. 

>  Hiff.  of  Gwedir  family.  *  Howel  Dha's  LawSt 
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They  ufed  Hkewife  fmall  boats '  made  of  ozicr  for  the  purpo^s 
of  filhing,  or  of  paffing  rivers.  Thefe  were  not  of  an  oblong 
form,  had  not  any  beaks,  but  were  made  nearly  round,  or  rather 
of  a  triangular  fhape  i  and  were  covered  botli  in  the  infide  and 
on  the  outfide  with  raw  (kins.  The  boats  were  £>  light,  that 
the  fiihermen  ufually  carried  them  on  their  fhoulders. 

The  Welfh  were  firft  bftruftcd  in  the  Chriftian  faith  by 
Faganus  and  Damianus ;  who  were  fent  by  Eleutherius,  the 
bifhop  of  Rome,  at  the  requeft  of  king  Lucius.  From  this  period, 
to  the  time  when  St.  Germain  was  fent  into  Britain  on  account 
of  the  Pelagian  doflrine,  no  heretical  opinions  were  to  be  found 
in  Wales.  Agreeably  to  the  doftrines  received  from  that  miffionary, 
they  gave  to  the  poor  a  part  of  the  bread  which  was  ferved  up  at 
the  altar ;  and  they  iat  down  to  table  by  threes  in  honour  of  the 
Trinity.  Whenever  they  met  any  perfbn  in  a  religious  haHt, 
iuch  as  a  monk,  or  clerk  f  they  immediately  threw  down  their 
arms,  bowed  their  heads,  and  begged  his  blefling.    To  mark  the 

r 

religious  fpirit  of  his  countrymen  ftill  more,  Giraldus  feys,  that 
the  Welih  were  more  eager  to  obtain  epifcopal  confirmation,  and 
the  chrifm,  by  which  the  fpirit  was  given,  than  any  other  nation. 
They  gave  the  tenth  of  all  that  they  polfefled  of  animals,  fheep, 
and  fometimes  of  cattle,  in  the  following  cafes ;  whenever  they 
engaged  in  a  military  marriage ;  when  they  firft  fet  out  on  a 
pilgrimage ;  or,  by  the  remonftrance  of  the  church,  whenever 
they  n^ade  any  amendment  in  their  lives     This  divifion  of  theie 

I  Thci€  kind  of  boats  are  flill  ufed  ra  Wales,  and  Are  called  corricles, 

_     ,  property 
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property  they  called  the  Great  Tithe ;  two  parts  of  which  they 
iDeftowed  on  their  own  baptifmal  church,  and  a  third  was  given 
to  the  bifhop  of  the  diocefe.  The  pilgrim^e  which  above  all 
others  was  deemed  moft  facred  by  the  Welfh,  was  a  journey 
to  Rome.  They  paid  alfo  great  reverence  to  churches,  and  to 
the  clergy;  to  the  relics  of  faints,  to  their  portable  bells,  to 
text  t)ooks,  and  to  the  crofs/ 

From  this  fpirit  of  fuperftitious  piety,  very  peculiar  privileges 
of  lanftuary  have  been  given  to  the  WeUh  churches.  Not  only 
in  cemeteries  or  burial  places,  but  within  the  precindls  of  certain 
boundaries  appointed  J^y  the  biihop,  all  animals  had  the  liberty 
of  feeding  in  perfeft  fecurity.  The  larger  churches,  endowed 
with  greater  privileges  on  account  of  their  antiquity,  extended 
their  bounds,  of  fandluary  ftill  farther ;  as  far  as  the  cattle  could 
go  in  the  morning  and  return  at  night.  So  facred  were  the 
privileges  of  fanftuary,  that  if  any  perfon,  at  enmity  with  his 
fovereign,  fought  the  refuge  of  the  church  j  his  own  perfon,  his 
family,  and  all  his  property  remained  in  the  moft  perfefl:  fecu- 
rity.  If  any  attempt  was  made  to  violate  the  fenftuary,  it  ap- 
pears, that  the  parties  under  its  protection,  might  retaliate  the 
injury  even  on  the  prince  himfelf,  and  might  commit  depredations 

in  the  country.* 

It 

»  As  a  proof  of  the  religious  fpirit  which  about  this  time  prevailed,  three  thottfand 
Wellh,  the  moft  expert  in  archery  and  in  the  ufe  of  the  pike,  engaged  to  go  into  the 
Holy  1-and,'  at  the  inftancc  of  the  archbiihop  of  Canterbury ;  who,  accompanied 
by  Giraldus  Cambrenfis,  preached  the  Croifades  ki  the  year  1 188  throughout  Wales. 
Giraldus  Camb.  Itinerarii  Camb.  cap.  XIII.  p.  ^26. 

•  Thus  far  from  Giraldus  Cambrenfis,  <Cambri«  Dcfcriptio,  from  p.  254  to  275) 

Pi  a  learned 
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It  was  necef&ry  on  die  acceilion  of  the  king,  diat  the  pro* 
prietors  of  ecclefiaftical  lands  fhould  appear  before  him,  to  lay 
open  their  rights  and  privileges }  to  whom,  if  their  claims  were 
juft,  he  confirmed  thofe  privileges,  ^nd  the  rights  of  (an^uary/ 
If  any  offender  fled  to  fanduary,  and  an  adlion  was  inftituted 
againft  him, '  neither  the  abbot  nor  monks  could  protefl  him» 
until  he  had  made  fatisfafiion  for  his  offence ;  if  no  fuch  a£tion 
was  brought^  they  were  then  to  condufl  him  to  the  place  in 
which  he  was  to  remain/  If  any  perfon,  taking  refuge  in  a 
ian6hiary,  committed  any  criminal  a6t,  he  loft  the  privileges  of 
that  afylum^  and  was  obliged  to  fly  into  another  fan£hiary  $  or 
to  forfeit  all  his  property  to  the  religious  place  whofe  protection 
he  had  violated.  If  any  peribn,  carrying  about  him  the  relics  of 
ikints,  committed  a  crime  under  their  protection,  he  was  not 
entitled  to  any  privileges  on  their  account ;  and  in  fuch  cafe^ 
likewiie^  he  forfeited  all  his  goods  to  that  afylum^  unlefs  he  had 
already  procured  another.'  Any  perfon  who  had  taken  ianduary, 
might  freely  go  about  the  cemetry  and  the  court  of  the  church,, 
without  carrying  relics  i  and  his  cattle  might  feed  with  thofe  of 
the  monafby,.  and  remain  in  fccurity  as  far  as  the  herds  of  the 
monaftry  were  allowed  to  go,  Diiputes  concerning  the  property 
of  lands,  when  both  parties  were  eccleflaftics,  were  not  cognifable 
by  the  Welfli  laws** 

9  lurn«d  monky  who  li¥ed  in  the  reign  of  Heary  the  fbcoxul,  and  was  a  native  of 
South  Wales.  Tn  this  detail  of  maoaerSj  the  author  has  given  little  more  than  a 
fimple  tranfcript  of  Giraldus,.  with  icarcel/  aay  variations  o£  his  own  r  under  tba 
idea  that  fuch  delineations,  firuck  off  by  the  pencil  of  a  contemporary^  would  appear 
more  pleafing  ih  their  original  colours,  and  native  fimplicity* 

^  Howel  Dha's  Laws.  »  Ibid.  '  Ibid.  ^  Ihid. 
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If  the  king  granted  a  licence  to  build  a  cWrch  in  any  village 
whoie  inhabitants  were  viHains,  to  which  a  cemetry  was  afligned ; 
and  priefts  were  appointed  to  celebrate  mafs,  the  village  from 
that  time  became  free/  The  hermits  wd  other  Afcetics  in^this 
country,  were  in  a  peculiar  degree  auftere  in  the  habits  of  morti- 
fication >  and/  according  to  Giraldus,  were  more  fpiritualifed  in 
their  piety  than  the  Religious  of  any  other  nation.  The  fame 
writer  fums  up  the  character  of  his  countrymen,  in  a  manner 
equally  peculiar  and  decifive.  He  iays>  that  as  it  was  the  difpo* 
iition  of  that  people  to  purfue  every  objeA  with  vehemence,  none 
were  elfewhere  to  be  found  io  bad  as  the  worft^  nor  any  better 
than  the  good  among  the  Welih** 
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It  was  natural  that  a  warlike  people  would  employ  their 
\  during  the  (hort  intervals  of  peace,  in  the  habits  of  do* 
meftic  feilivity^  or  ui  th^  pleafures  of  the  field.  A  variety  of 
exercifes,  fome  more  idolentj  others  more  gentle  in  their  nature,, 
were  in  common  ufe  amcHig  the  Welih.  Of  tbefe,  many  of  which 
were  the  more  peculiar  diveriions  of  men,  were  feats  of  ftrength^ 
namely,  pitching  a  bar  of  iron>  throwing  a  fledge,  a  large  Aohq 
or  quoits>  running,  leaping,  fwimming,  wreftling,  riding,  archery 
and  throwing  the  javelin ;  fencing  with  fword  and  buckler,  the 
two  handed  fword,  and  playing  with  the  quarter  ftafF.  There 
were  leveral  other  diveriions  confidered  as  rural  fports,  and  a^ 
lefs  manly  j  fuch  as  hunting,  fifliing,  and  bird  hunting  5  befides- 
which,  fundry  others  were  ufed  in  families  as  private  amuifements. 


»  How^  Dha'i  Law's ». 


^  G^raldus  Caisbrenfis,  p.  275. 


and 
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^nd  conficffercd  as  literary;  futh  as  poetry,  playing  on  the  harp, 
reading  Welfti,  finging  poems  accompanied  by  ftringed  inftru- 
ments ;  finging  an  ode  of  four  parts,  and  accenting  it  with  proper 
expreffion ;  heraldry,  and  embafly.  Other  amufements  were  in 
life  of  a  more  fedate  kind,  which  employed  their  more  tranquil 
hours ;  chefs,  draughts  and  back-gammon,  or  fome  fimilar  game; 
dice,  and  tuning  the  harp.  Befides  thefe,  there  were  various  modes 
of  hunting,  diftinguiftied  in  the  following  manner.  Hunting  the 
ftag,  purfuing  a  fwarm  of  bees,  and  taking  falmbn ;  thefe  three 
were  deemed  common  diverfions.  Hunting  the  bear,  the  fquirrel, 
or  martin,  and  the  cock  of  the  wood,'  were  called  barking  diver- 
fions. Hunting  the  fox,  the  hare,  and  the  roebuck,*  were  dif- 
tinguiftied as  clamorous  ones.  The  ftag  was  hunted  with  hounds 
and  greyhounds ;  and  this  was  called  a  common  divei^on,  becaufe 
every  perfon  who  was  at  his  death  had  a  right  to  a  ftiare.  Even 
if  a  man  on  his  journey  happened  to  pafs  by  at  the  time  that 
the  ftag  was  killed,  he  was  entitled  by  the  game  laws  to  a  ftiare 
in  common  with  thofe  who  had  hunted  him  down.  A  fwaim 
of  bees  was  likewife  confidered  as  a  common  property ;  for  who- 
ever found  them  on  his  own,  or  on  other  people's  land,  unlefs 
he  put  a  mark  that  he  had  firft  found  them,  every  perfon  who 
pafled  by  had  a  right  to  enjoy  a  ftiare  5  but  a  fourth  part  be- 
longed to  the  proprietor  of  the  ground.  The  falmon  were  alfp 
confidered  in  the  fame  light.  For  when  they  were  caught  with 
a  net,  or  ftruck  with  a  fpear,  or  taken  in  any  other  way  ;  what- 

>  Sec  Mr.  Pennant's  journey  to  Snowdun. 
*  Iwrch  s>r  roebuck,  faid  to  have  been  formerly  in  Walca.     See  Richard's  Welih 
Diftionary  on  that  word ;  iind  Gribfbn's  ^otes  on  Camdent  p.  645. 

ever 
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ever  perfbn  fhould  come  to  the  place,  before  a  divifion  was  made» 
was  entitled  to  a  part>  provided  the  iaimon  was  taken  out  of  a 
common  water. 


Hunting  the  bear  was  called  a  barking  diverfion,  becaufe 
from  its  flownefs  the  .hunting  of  it  could  be  of  no  long  con- 
tinuance ;  as  it  was  only  baited,  barked  at,  and  killed.  The 
martin/  fitchet,  polecat,*  and  fguirrel,  not  being,  able  to  run 
far,  cUmbed  up  into  trees ;  and  in  that  fituation  were  barked  at 
and  baited  by  the  dogs.  Hunting,  the  cock  of  the  wood'  was 
entirely  fimilar. 

Fox  hunting  was  called  a  clamorous  diverfion  y  as  in  the 
purfuit  of  this  animal  there  was  much  crying  of  the  dogs,  and 
blowing  of  the  horn.  Of  the  fame  nature  were  the  diverfions  of 
roebuck  and  hare  hunting. 

The  game  that  was  mofl:  in  effcem  for  the  ule  of  the  table, 
was  the  ftag,  the  hare,  the  wild  boar,  and  the  bear.  If  grey- 
hounds were  fct  loofe  after  a  ftag  or  any  other  animal,  and  the 
dogs  purlued  him  out  of  light,  and  he  was  afterwards  killed ; 
then  the  foremoft  greyhound  in  the  laft  view  was  entitled  fo 
the  fkin.  If  a  man,  or  a  dog;  ftarted  a  hare  out  of  her  feat  and 
killed  her,  fhe  was  the  property  of  either  the  one  or  the  other^ 

It  was  necelfary  that  every  perfon  who  carried  a  hom  iRould. 
be  acquainted  with  the  nine  game  laws.     If  he  was  unable  to^ 

*  Bcla.  *  Cathgpcd. "  '  See  Mr.  Peaiiaiit*«  Journey,  to  Snowduni 

give. 
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'  •givb  ati  account  of  them,  ht  forfeited  his  horn.    Whoever  went 

out  a  hunting  with  couples,  forfeited  thofe  likewife,  if  he  was 
found  deficient  in  a  knowledge  of  the  ikid  laws  i  but,  whimiically 
enough,  the  couples  were  iafe,  if  placed  on  his  arm.  No  per. 
fon  could  let  loofe  a  greyhotmd  after  any  animal,  which  the 
hounds  were  then  hunting,  unleft  he  himfelf  had  hounds  that 
were  hunting  at  the  fame  time  j  and  on  any  perfon  fo  offending, 
the  man  who  was  purfuing  the  hare,  might  hamftring  the  grey* 
hound.  No  one  was  allowed  to  ihoot  a  beaft,  when  at  ref!:, 
that  was  appropriated  for  the  chace,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  his 
bow  and  arrows  to  the  lord  of  the  manor :  though  he  might 
(hoot  at  and  kill  any  fucfa,  if  he  could,  when  the  dogs  were  in 
full  cry }  but  he  was  hot  allowed  to  (hoot  among  the  dogs.  If 
any  peribn  went  out  to  hunt^  and  kt  his  dogs  loofe  after  the 
beaft  s  and  it  fo  happened  that  he  was  met  with  and  killed  by 
fome  flraggling  dogs,  the  ^animal  was  then  the  property  of  the 
firft  do|;8,  unlefs  the  flraggling  ones  belonged  to  the  king.  Any 
beafl  which  had  been  hunted,  became  the  property  of  the  firfl 
hunter,  unlefs  his  face  was  turned  towards  home,  and  his  back 
on  the  dogs.    If  his  dogs  were  flill  hunting,  and  the  hunter  had 

m 

left  them,  the  animal  did  not  in  that  cafe  belong  to  him,  if  killed 
by  ftraggling  dogs,  but  to  the  owner  of  the  latter. ' 

f 

I  ^ 

Some  light  may  be  thrown  on  the  ancient  adminiftration  of 
Wales,  by  laying  open  the  various  conditions,  on  which  the  Welfh 

I  Sec  an  account  of  the  Wclfli  games^  printed  At  the  end  of  Dr.  Davies's  DiftionaTy* 
He  died  in  the  year  1644  $  he  was  himfelf  a  native  of  Wales,  and  was  much  efteemed 
by  his  countrymen,   for  his  knowkdge  of  its  language  and  antiquities. 

held 
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held  their  eftates  under  their  princes>  or  immediate  lords ;  and  by 
fhewing  in  what  manner  the  revenue,  arifing  from  thofe  tenures, 
was  directed  to  the  fplendour,  or  fupport  of  their  government. 


We  fhall  begin,  by  marking  the  fmaller  divifions,  which  at 
that  time,  it  is  probable,  had  taken  place  in  the  country.  In 
the  lefler  diviflons,  Wales  mig^t  have  been  oii^nally  divided  into 
BSds^  Trcvsj  and  Caers.  The  Bod  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  the 
manfion-houfe  of  a  chieftain  on  his  firft  fettlement  in  the  coun« 
try ;  the  lands  which  he  afligned  for  the  maintenance  of  his  de« 
pendents  in  the  increaling  colony  to  have  been  called  a  Trev;  and 
the  inclofure  of  fuch  lands,  for  defence  or  convenience,  whether 
formed  of  wood  or  ftone,  might  have  been  denominated  a  Caer.^ 
An  ailemblage  of  feveral  ^^^/.formed'a  trev  or  towhfhip;  a 
hundred  of  thefe  frevs  conftituted  a  canfrev:  For  the  mwe  eafy 
and  regalar-  difpatch  of  bufmefs,  a  cantrev  was  divided  into  two 
or  more  commdfsi  each  of  which,. confifting  of  a  c?rtain  number 
of  iSds  ^nd  trevsy  formed  a  diftinft  precinft  5  and  was  coniidered 
as  a  lordfhip,  pofTeinng  a  feparate  court  and  jurifdidlion.^ 

The  Wclfh  princes,  and  other  lords  of  particular  territories, 
were  the  proprietors  in  capite  of  all  lands  5  and  were  fovereign 
lords  of  air  their  fubjefts  and  bondmen.  To  thefe,  the  princes 
or  the  lords  diftributed  townfliips,  or  particular  tenures  called 
Weles,  Teats  or  dwellings.;  by  way:  of  martial  diftribution,  on 
fuch  conditions  as  tKofe  lordis  and  princes  thought  proper  to  ini- 

*  »  •  •  •  ■ 

«  Rowland^  Mon.Ant.  p.  28,  29,  31*  *  IbiJ.  p.  116. 

0^  pofe. 


^4 


MANNERS    OF    THE 


Book  III. 


pofe.  Thfi  lands  ch:  tenures  fo  granted,  were  cither  freeholds  or 
vjllanage ;.  and  the  perfi^ns  to  whom  they  were  given  were  called 
freeholders  or  vaflals  j  each  were  equally  tenants  to  their  loitl ; 
though  in  refpeft  of  privileges  originally  granted,  they  were  in 
pofieffion  of  di^rent  degrees  of  freedom  or  va£&lage.  Some  of 
thefe  were  entirely  free,  and  others  were  entirely  bond ;   fome 

townfhips  in  part  were  free,  and  in  part  were  bond.    *In  thefe 

« 

feveral  townfliips,  a  greater  or  lefe  degree  of  freedom  prevailed, 
or  none  at  all ;  the  tenants  of  the  firft  kind  of  vaiTalage  wisre 
called  nativi  Jiieri-,  that  is,  free  natives,  or  the  better  fort  of 
vaflids  3  and  the  others  were  confidered  as  puri  nativi ^  or  perfef): 
flaves. 


*  Those  lands  or  townfhips  which  were  entirely  free,  gave  to 
the  poflefTors  a  rank  above  other  tenants ;  qualified  them  for 
offices  and  emplpyments,  and  entitled  them  likewife  to  a  feat  and 
a*  voice  in  courts  of  judicature.  From  this  privilege  of  fitting 
higher  than  the  other  tenants  in  their  GorfeddaUy  and  of  aflifling 
in  giving  fentence,  and  paffing  judicial  decrees,  the  tenants  of 
thefe  freeholds  were  called  Ucbelwyr.  The  king  excepted,  there 
w^  an  c^ality  among  all  the  Welfh  nobility/ 


\ 


The  tenants  of  bond  lands,  and?  villages,  being  inferior  to 
firediolders,  were  bound  to  fervile  employments ;  and  in  many 
things  were  at  the  difpoM  of  their  princes  or  lords.  A  lord  had 
the  privilege  of  patting  with  his  vafial  either  by  fale  or  donation- 
There  was,  however>  a  diflinftion  in  point  of  privilege  between 


F  HowcL  Dha't  Laws* 


fucl^ 


r 


Book  III. 


ANCIENT    WELSH. 


iiich  tenants.  The  free  natives  were  thofe  whopofl^ed  fiane 
d^ee  of  freedom }  who  might  go  where  they  (dea&d,  might  buy 
and  fell,  and  enjoyed  many  other  immunities.  The  pure  natives 
were  confidered  as  the  entire  property  of  their  princes  or  lords ; 
were  fold  along  with  the  eftate,  and  confined  within  its  limits  i 
out  of  which,  if  they  happened  to  wander,  they  were  liable  to 
be  driven  back  like  wild  beafts  with  great  feverity/  The  pro- 
feffion  of  any  of  the  mechanic  or  liberal  arts  made  a  vaflal  free;  but 
no  vafial  could  acquire  them  without  the  permiilion  of  his  lord/ 

The  trevs  were  not  all  of  eqpal  dimenfion }  ibme  ^ck  of  a 
larger  and  others  of  a  lefler  extent ;  but  they  were  all  fubjeft 
to  certain  conditions  to  be  paid  to  their  lords,  which  were  rated 
and  fixed  at  the  firfl:  difpofid  of  thofe  tenures.  Thefe  were 
rents,,  fervices^  duties^  mulfb,  and  attendances*  Such  were  thdr 
great  fources  of  revenue  and  of  power  j  and  from  which  the 
WeMh  princes  were  enabled  to  fupport  their  dignity,  to  fecure 
tiie  loyalty  of  their  fubje£tst  and  afiford  protection  to  theftate.' 


"S 


The  rents  of  fome  tenures  were  paid  in  money,  thofe  of  others 
were  paid  in  goods  and  in  cattle.  Rents  in  money  were  fixed  to 
be  paid,  either  at  the  four  quarterly  payments,  or  the  two  half 
yearly  ones ;  or  they  arofe  out  of  cafualties  s  fucb  as  reliefs  and 
heriots«  The  rents  which  were  paid  in  goods  and  cattle,  were 
a  certain  quantity  of  com,  paid  at  ftated  times>  or  a  certain 
number  of  oxen  and  cows ;  which  many  trevs  were  obliged  to 


'  Rowland,  p.  120, 121* 


*  Howel  Dha's  Laws. 
0^2 


^  Rowlandi  p.  iii. 
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pay  at  the  en4  pf  the  year.  The  Tunc  rent,  was  a  futn  of  money 
payable  by  four  villain  townfhips  in  every  commote  of  five  fhillings 
a  year  ceflable  on  particular  trevs.  Rents  of  fome  kind  or  other 
vsrere  originally  fixed  to  be  ceflable  on  all  tenures  whether  free 
or  bond,  fimilar  to  the  Englifli  foccage  tenures. 

The  freeholder  had  a  legal  right  in  the  property  of  his  land, 
on  Khe  performance  of  the  ftipulated  conditions ;  but  that  right 
mj^htb&  forfeited,  in  certain  cafes,  to.  the  prince  or  lord  of  the.fcc. 

m 

The  viUmns  or  vaflals,  who  were  the  tenants  of  the  villanages, 
had  no  property  in  the  lands  afligned  them ;  but  enjoyed  only 
the  occupancy  and  pofleffion  of  them  during  the  pleafure  of  the 
prince  or  lord ;  they  being  confidered  only  as  flaves,  to  be  placed 
in  any  fituation  at  the  will  of  their  mafters.  They  paid  however 
a  rent  to  their  lord ;  and  thofe  rents  which  were  charged  on 
villain  tenures  were  precife  and  ftated ;  and  payable^  as  the  rents 
of  freeholds  were>  on  certain  and  fixed  days.' 

The  nature  of  thofe  fervices,  which  the  feveral  trevs,  or  the 
particular,  tenures  in. every  manpr,  were  obliged  to  perform,  is 
here  attempted  to  be  explained.  In  general,  the  prince  had  a 
Llys  or  palace  in  every  cantrev ;  a  chapel  likewife,  with  the  necef- 
lary  appendages  of  nulls,  offices>  and  other  conveniencies.  In 
fupport  of  thefe,  the  fervices  of  tenants  in  the  cantrev  where  the 
palace  was  built,  were  appropriated  in  various  ways ;  and  the 
lands  belonging  to  the  palace  were  parcelled  out  to  tenants,  on 

*  Rowland's  Mona^  p«  122,  123* 
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the  conditions  of  performing  fuch  private  and  domeftic  fervices. 
Thofe  tenants  were  called  in  many  places  Gwyr  Mael,  Gwyr  tir 
y  Forth,  and  Gwyr  Gtvaitb.  The  fervice  under  the  title  of  Gwyr 
Maelj  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  the  prince's  local  guard ;  who 
were .  obliged  to  arm  themfelves,  and  to  keep  watch  and  ward 
about  the  palace.  The  fervice  bearing  the  name  of  Gwyr  tir 
y  Portb^  was  to  cultivate  the  corn  lands,  referved  by  the  prince  in 
every,  manor  for  his  com  provifion.  The  duty  implied  by  Gwyr 
Gwaith;  was  an  obligation  on  particular  tenants  of  working  for 
the  prince  at  their  own  charge.  The  remaining  tenants  were 
obliged  to  repair  the  walls  of  the  palace,  or  the  hall,  the  chapel, 
or  other  appendages  of  the  prince's  houfe.  In  every  cantrev,  there 
were  fome  tenants  bound  by  their  tenures  to  carry  flones,  or 
com  I  to  repair  the  roof  of  a  mill,  the  walls,  and  the  water- 
courfe ;  to  carry  large  ftones  and  pieces  of  timber  for  the  ufes  of 
the  mill.  Some  tenants,  alfo,  by  their  tenures,  were  obliged  to 
repair  weirs,  to  carry  wattles  and  brufh  wood,  to  hedge  about 
warrens,  and  fome  to  attend  the  offices  of  the  larder  and  kitchen.' 

The  duties,  which  were  due  from  other  tenants,  whether  free 
or  bond,  to  the  prince  or  the  lord,  were  various  -,  and  both  of  a 
civil  and  military  nature.  They  were  obliged  to  appear  in  the 
court  of  the  prince,  whenever  they  received  a  fummons ;  which 
without  great  peril  they  could  not  difobey.  They  were  under 
obligation  to  appear  in  the  court,  of  the  cantrev  in  which  they 
refided.  Their  appearance  was  equally  neceffary  in  the  county 
courts*    This  was  their  great  court  of  common  pleas,  and  of 

*  Rowland,  p.  124,  laj;.  .^  So  Rowland  calls  it. 
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high  authority :  its  jurifdifHon  extended  over  the  whole  diftri^. 
They  were  obliged  to  grind  their  corn  at  a  particular  mill,  and 
to  pay  as  a  grift-toll  the  thirtieth  part ;  which  appears  to  have 
been  very  confiderable,  when  it  is  coniidered  that  the  repairs  of 
the  mill  lay  entirely  upon  the  tenants.  Thofe  who  were  not 
concerned  in  thefe  repairs,  were  yet  obliged  to  make  and  to  clear 
the  water-courfes  belonging  to  it ;  befides  the  diiicrent  kinds 
of  carriage  that  were  impofed  on  themi  elpccially  the  conveyance 
of  com ;  which  was  for  the  ufe,  or  was  the  immediate  property 
of  the  prince. 

Thb  tenants  in  common  were  obliged  to  array,  and  to  follow 
the  prince  to  war  whenever  they  were  fummoned  for  that  pur* 
poie.  This  was  a  general  obligation,  equally  impofed  on  the  no- 
bility and  on  the  people  at  large.  The  fame  duties  were  likewife 
ilqe  from  the  tenants  of  inferior  diftridts  to  their  reipe^ve  and 
immediate  lords.  This  obligation  of  attending  their  prince  or 
lord  in  war  was  not  equal  upon  all  j  fome  tenants  were  only 
liable  to  go  for  a  limited  time,  and  to  a  limited  place }  while 
others  were  obliged  to  give  thw  attendance  during  the  war,  with- 
out any  limitation,  equipped  and  maintained  at  their  own  ex« 
pence.  This  duty,  fo  indefinite  and  peremptory,  was  called 
Gwfiith  Milpyr ;  and  no  doubt  was  a  Idnd  of  knight's  fervice^' 

a  ^ 

/ 

Therb  were  five  other  duties,  of  a  civil  nature,  incident  to 
particular  tenures.  The  nature  of  thoie  duties  are  not  certainly 
known  at  this  diftance  of  time ;  but  they  may  perhaps  be  ex- 

'  Rowland's  Mon,  p.  (ad. 
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plained  m  the  following  manner.  The  courts  of  the  Welfli  princes 
being  ambulatory,  removing  from  manor  to  manor,  and  not  fixed 
ta  any  certain  place ;  their  houfes  likewife  being  infufficient  to 
hold  the  numerous  retinue  which  ufually  attended  the  prince  $ 
it  is  reafonable  to  fuppoie,  that  a  fuitable  provifion  was  every 
where  made  for  their  reception  and  maintenance.     The  tenants 
of  that  manor,  in  which  the  prince  came  to  refide  for  a  certain 
time,  were  obliged  of  courfc  to  receive,  and  to  fupport  fo  many 
of  the  prince's  officers  and  iervants^  as  leach  of  them  was  unddr  the 
obligation  of  performing ;  agreeably  to  the  conditions  ftipulated 
in  their  refpeftive  tenures.    Such,  it  is  probable,  was  the  duty 
called  Cylcb  Stalotiy   of  entertaining  the  prince's  grooms,   and. 
finding  provifion  for  fb  many  of  his  hories,  for  fuch  a  time, 
and  by  fuch  tenants  of  the  manor,  as  Were  ipecified  in  the  tenures^ 
of  each.   So,  likewife,  Cylch  Kbagbn^  was  the  obligation  of  enter- 
taining the  prince's  fteward,  by  fuch  and  fo  many  of  the  tenants 
as  were  obliged,  each  in  his  turn  to  receive  that  officer.     Cylck 
&bogyddjony  was^  another  duty  of  providing   for  the   prince'af> 
falconers  and  his  hawks«     Cykh  Greorion^  as  it  wa$  called,  was 
the  obligation  of  entertaining  by  turns,  on  each  tenant  for  a 
limited  time,  the  keepers  of  the  prince's  live  ftock  and  cattle ; 
fuch,  it  is  probable,  as  were  defigned  for  flaughter,  for  the  ufc 
of  the  royal  houfehold,.  while  the  prince  rcfided  in  the  manor .^ 
Thi«  was  afterwards  commuted  for,  by  the  payment  of  a  certain* 
film  of  money,  called  Atian  Greorion.    The  laft  duty  ftiled  Cylcb 
Dowrgoftj  was  the  obligation  on  certain  tenants,  by  turns,  to  re- 
ceive, and  provide  for  the  huntfman  and  his  dogs ;  during  the 
prince's  refidcnce,  or  when  he  came  for  the  purpofe  of  Ijiuntin^ 


120  MANNERSOFTHE  Book  III. 

in  any  trev  or  manor.  It  is  probable,  that  when  tlie  prince  of 
Wales  did  not  make  his  progrefs  among  his  tenants  at  the  ufual 
times,  they  paid  him,  in  lieu  of  fuch  duties,  a  fum  of  money, 
which  was  called  Arian  Gwefiva.  \ 

Three  fpecies  of  mul6l9  were  another  fource  of  revenue  arifmg 
to  the  prince,  and  incident  to  particular  tenures.  Amwobr  was 
a  mulft  of  five  or  ten  (hillings,  payable  by  particular  trevs  and 
gavels^  for  the  incontinency  of  women.*  It  was  alio  a  fine  anciently 
paid  to  the  prince  or  lord  of  the  fee,  at  the  marriage  of  a  vafial's 
daughter.^ 

Obedinv^  was  a  fum  of  money  rated  on  feveral  trevs  i  and 
payable  to  the  prince  or  chief  lord,  as  a  mortuary  for  the  death 
of  a  tenant.  This  was  fotoctimes  called  Obedi'w  Dietifeddi  when 
a  fum  of  money  was  payable  to  the  prince  or  lord,  for  a  tenant 
dying  witliout  ilTue.  Gv)obr^  was  a  middl  of  ten  fhillings,  paid 
to  the  prince  or  lord  on  the  marriage  of  a  vafial's  •  daughter. 
This  is  faid  to  be  a  commutation  in  lieu  of  that  barbarous  cuftom, 
that  was  in  ufe  in  the  times  of  Paganifm  j  of  the  right  which  the 
lord  had  of  deflouring  a  virgin  on  the  firft  night  of  her  marriage 
with  a  vaflal.* 

As  the  lower  forts  of  people  were  liable  to  perform  certain, 
fervices  to  their  prince  or  lord,  fo  the  nobility  vsrere  bound  by 

*  Rowland*8  Mon.  p.  128, 119.    Dr.  Davxes's  Dictionary  on  the  vr ord  gnvefi^va* 

*  Rowland;  p.  129.  '  Dr.  Davics's  Difticmary  on  the  word  amwobr. 

4  Rowland,  p.  130. 
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the  exprefs  conditions  of  their  refpeftive  fees,  to  pay  attendance 
to  their  fovereign  prince.  This  attendance  was  different,  ac- 
cording to  the  feveral  occafions  of  the  prince  in  peace  or  in  war. 
Thefe  lords  had  likewiie  under  them,  freehold  and  vaflal  tenants ; 
over  whom  they  themfelves  were  lords  in  fee.  Depending  on 
thofe  conditions,  the  nobility  had  offices  and  trufts  both  civil  and 
military  conferred  upon  them ;  as  well  as  titles  that  were  mi- 
nifterial  and  honorary.'  The  family  of  Hwfa  ap  Cynddelw, 
of  Prefaddfed  in  Anglefey,  held  their  eftates  in  fee  j  on  the 
condition  of  attending  the  prince's  coronation,  and  of  bearing 
up  the  right  fide  of  the  canopy  over  his  head.  The  bifhop  of 
Bangor,  likewife,  enjoyed  fome  advantage,  by  his  peculiar  office 
of  crowning  the  prince,  and  of  being  his  principal  chaplain. 
In  the  fame  manner,  moft  of  the  nobility  were  bound  to  particu- 
lar attendances  by  the  exprels  conditions  of  their  land  tenures ; 
befides  thofe  particular  duties  which  they  in  general  were  obliged 
to  perform  as  fubjefts  by  homage  and  fealty.  When  properly 
fummoned,  if  the  nobility  neglefted  to  perform  thefe  condi- 
tions, their  eftates  were  liable  to  forfeiture,  and  their  perfons  to 
be  banifhed  the  realm.  This  mode  of  puniftiment,  by  ^^anifliing 
the  offender,  warmoft  commonly  ufed  by  the  Wclfh  princes.* 

There  were  many  tenures  in  Wales,^  which  were  held  of 
neither  prince  nor  lord  j  but  under  certain  faints,  or  patrons  of 

I  Rowland,  p.  130.  t  Rowland's  Men.  p.  131. 

9  Thefe  notices  of  the  feveral  diviiions  of  the  country  are  taken  from  the  reports  ' 
given  in  upon  oath  by  thofe  men,   who  were  appointed  by  Edward  the  Firil  for 
-Pertaining  the  princes  rigbts,  and  the  .tenures  ia  Wales. 

JL  churches ; 
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churches ;  the  tenants  of  which  lands  called  themfelves  abbots. 
As  moft  of  thefe  faints  had  the  privileges  of.fanfluary  originally 
eflablifhed  in  them,  it  is  probable,  that  one  condition  of  thofe 
tenures  was,  to  maintain  and  fupport  thefe  places  of  refuge,  and 
the  perfons  protected  in  them ;  and  likewife  to  fee  that  their 
privileges,  with  other  rights  thereunto  belonging,  were  from 
time  to  time  preferved  and  kept  invidate.' 

The  princes  of  Wales  ufually  wore  on  their  bonnets  or 
helmets  a  coronet  of  gold ;  being  a  broad  lace  or  headband 
indented  upwards,  and  fet  with  precious  ftones.* 

From  the  few  traits  which  are  here  given  of  the  private  man- 
ners and  cuftoms  of  the  ancient  Welfh,  we  may  form  a  lively  idea 
of  their  genius ;  and  may  alfo  difcriminate  what  was  peculiar  in 
their  national  charafler.  Hence,  too,  we  are  enabled  to  account 
for  a  variety  of  fplendid  aftions  which  ftrike  our  wonder;  and 
intereft  our  feelings  for  the  fate  of  a  brave  people,  who  were 
fo  often  thrown  into  fituations,  fudden  and  rapid  in  their 
changes,  and  which  appear  to  be  Angular  in  the  hiflpry  of 
nations. 

I  Rowland's  Mon.  p«  13a. 
»  Wclfh  Chron.  p,  36.    The  illegitimate  children  of  jthe  prmccs  of  Wales  were 
not  allowed  to  bear  their  father's  arms;  and  if  permitted,  yet  not  without  carrying 
•n  them  fome  marks  of  peculiarity.  Brit.  Ant.  reviyed  by  Vaughan  of  Hengwrt,  p*  3 1  • 
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There  was  fomething  in  the  Saxon  charafter,  fo  little  fuf- 

ceptible  of  thofc  impref&ons  which  polifli  and  humanize  the 

rudeft  natures,  that  even  at  this  period  they  retained  their  na« 

tive  bar|?arifm.    And  as  the  WeKh,  confined  in  narrow  limits, 

were  fcarcely  confidered  as  objeds  of  fear,  the  Saxon  princes* 

turned  their  arms  againft  each  other;'  giving  their  enemies  the 

vindiftive  conlblation  of  feeing  the  miferies  of  war  retaliated  on 

themfelves.    Thefe  calamities  were   likewife  increafed  by  the 

Danes;  who  began,   about  this  time,   to  infefl  the  coafls  of  A.  d. 

801  • 
Britain/    And  the  Wclfli,  no  doubt,  ^ould  have  feen  with 

pleafurc  the  efFefts  of  a  ftorm,  beginning  to  burft  upon  the 

heads  of  their  enemies,   if  they  themfelves  had  not  been  equally 

liable  to  the  danger.     But  as  a  means  of  iecurity,  warned  by 

the  fatal  remilTnefs  of  the  Saxons,  they  with  great  fccrecy  and 

diligence  increafed  their  naval  force;  reafonably  expe^ing  by 

fuch  a  force  to  repel  the  Danifh  invafions ;  or,  it  is  probable, 

in  cafe  of  neceffity  they  might  hope  to  fecure  a  retreat.' 

In  the  courfe  of  their  incurfions  the  city  of  St.  David  was  laid 
in  afties  by  the  Saxons;  and  that  event  was  preceded  by  an 

A 

eclipfe  of  the  fun  and  moon ;  a  terrible  diftemper  likewife  feized     A.  d. 

808  • 

upon  cattle  ;♦  and  the  next  year  the  city  of  Diganwy  was  de- 
ftroyed  by  lightning/  Thefe  incidents,  arifing  from  natural 
caufes,  v/tvc  marked  by  fuperftition  as  prefages  of  national  ca- 

»  Humfrcy  Lhuyd's  Breviary,  p;  i3« 

*  Vcrftcgan,  chap.  VI.  p.  155,     WeWi  Chron,  p,  20,     Saxon  Chron,  p.  64. 

5  Berkeley's  Naval  Hift.  p.  61.  ^  WeKh  Chron.  p.  21. 

5  Humfrcy  Lhuyd's  Brev.  p.  66, 

R  2  lamity. 
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lamity.     From  this  time,'  Digauwy  ceafed  to  be  the  rcfidencc 
of  the  kings  of  North  Wales, 

In  right  of  that  equal  diftribution  of  property  which  took 
place  in  Wales  by  the  cuftom  of  gavel  kmd,  Howel,  the 
younger  fon  of  the  late  king  Roderic  Moelwynoc,  laid  claim 
to  the  ifland  of  Mona,  as  his  part  of  his  father's  inheritance. 
This  claim  was  difputed  by  Cynan  Tindaethwy,  the  reigning 
prince,  and  his  eldeft  brother;  and  each  fide  prepared  to  put  it 
to  the  decifion  of  arm? ;  but  a  vidory,  foon  after  gained  by 
Howel,  gave  him  the  pofleffion  of  the  ifland.  The  two  princes, 
the  one  eager  to  maintain  his  patrimony,  and  the  other  to  reco- 
ver the  territory  which  had  been  torn  from  him,  oppofed  each 
other  a  fecond  time;  but  with  the  fame  event,  the  battle  ending  in 
favour  of  Howel.*  Enraged  at  thefe  defeats,  Cynan  Tindaeth- 
*wy  was  determined,  by  a  vigorous  effort, .  at  cvei7  hazard  of  his 
crown  and  his  life,  to  recover  the  ifland  and  the  reputation  of 
his  arms.  In  purfuance  of  this  refolution,  he  raifed  an  army 
A-  !>•  and  marched  againft  his  brother ;  but  Howel,  feeing  himfelf 
unable  to  oppofe  a  force  fuperior  to  his  own,  withdrew  from  the 
conflifV,  and  efcaped  to  the  ifland  of  Man ;  leaving  Mona  in .  the 
poflTeflion  of  the  conqueror.' 

Cynan  Tinda£thwy  did  not  long  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his 
good  fortune ;  for  he  died  foon  after,  and  left  the  kingdom  of 
North  Wales  to  Efyllt  his  daughter ;  married  to  Mervyn  Vrych, 

•  Humfrey  Lhuyd's  BrcT.  p.  67.        *  Wclih  Chron,  p.  31,22.        J  Ibid.  p.  22» 

the 
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the  king  of  Man,  and  a  defcendant,  by  the  maternal  line,  from 
the  houfe  of  Powys. ' 

On  the  death  of  the  late  prince,  Mervyn  Vrych  and  Efyllt 
fucceeded  to  the  fovereignty  of  North  Wales  j*  annexing  the  Ifland 
of  Man  to  their  other  dominions.' 

In   the  early  part  of  their  reign,*  Egbert  king  of  the  Weft 

Saxons  invaded  Wales  with  a  powerful  army;   defolated  the    A.  D. 

819. 
country  as  far  as  the  mountains  of  Snowdun/   and  feifed  on 

the  lordfhip  of  Rhyvonioc/     He  then  advanced  to  Mona,  and 

took  poffeffion  of  that  ifland,  having  fought  a  bloody  battle  with 

the  Welfti  at  Llanvaes  near  Beaumaris;^  and  though  the  ifland 

'^  was  ibon  recovered  by  king  Mervyn,  and  the  Saxons  were  driven 

out,  it  lofl:  at  this  period  the  ancient  name  of  Mona ;  and  was 

afterwards  by  the  Englifli  called  Anglefey,  or  the  Engliflimen's 

Ifle.'     This  formidable  inroad  was  no  fooner  over,  as  if  the 

Welfli  were  to  enjoy  no  interval  of  peace,  than  Kenulph,  king 

of  Mercia,  in  two  fucceffive  inroads,  committed  great  devafl:a* 

tion  in  Weft  Wales  and  in  Powys,' 

The  valour  and  the  policy  of  Egbert,  at  this  period,  had     A.  D. 
united  the  Saxon  heptarchy  into  one  kingdom. '°     And  fuch 

1  WcHh  Chron.  p.  22.       *  Rowland  Mon.  Ant.  p.  188.        J  Ibid,  p,  175. 

4  Matth.  Wcflm.  p.  224,  227^  recites  three  different  invafions  of  Wales  by  Egbert, 

in  which  he  fubdued  that  country^  and  made  its  kings  tributary,  A.  D.  810,  811,  830, 

5  fryrt  in  the  Welfh,  fignifying  mountains  of  fnow«     Humfrcy  Lhuyd,  p,  6j« 

•  Welfh  Chron.  p.  24,  25.  7  Ibid.  •  Rowland  Mon.  Ant,  p,  172,  173. 

9  Chron.  of  Wales,  p.  25.  '^  Fabian,  p.  184.    Rowland  Mon.  Ant.  p.  172. 

an 
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an  union,  under  a  vigorous  adminiftration,  might  have  proved 
fatal  to  the  Welfti  j  if  the  attention  of  the  Saxon  prince  had 
not  been  diverted  from  foreign  conquefts  to  the  fecurity  of  his 
own  territories.  To  confolidate  more  clofely  the  various  parts  of 
his  dominions,  he  gave  to  the  whole  of  his  new  kingdom  the 
common  name  of  England;'  and  at  this  junfture,  every  fpecies 
of  union  was  neceflaiy  to  oppofe  the  formidable  and  increaiing 
invafions  of  the  Danes.  A  large  body  of  thefe  people  landed 
A.  D.  about  this  time  in  Weft  Wales;*  and  fuch  was  the  animofity 
of  the  Welfli,  and  fuch  the  wretched  alternative  left  them,  that 
they  united  with  the  Danes  in  a  common  intereft,  as  the  left 
and  more  diftant  evil,  to  wreak  their  vengeance  upon  the  Saxons, 
and  to  eftablifli  the  Danifh  power  on  the  ruin  of  more  imme- 
diate  and  hereditary  enemies. 

The  WeKh,  in  confequence  of  this  alliance,  joined  their 
forces  with  the  Danes ;  and  after  having  ravaged  a  great  part 
oi  his  dominions,  and  deftroyed  many  of  his  caftles  and  fortified 
towns,  they  fought  a  fevere  battle  with  the  Saxon  prince  upon 
Hengift  Down ;  but  in  this  a<5tion,  they  fuftained  a  terrible 
A.  D.  defeat,  with  the  flaughter  of  a  great  part  of  their  army.'  In- 
cenfed  at  this  invafion,  and  alarmed  at  the  confequence  of  fuch 
alliances  in  future,  Egbert  made  war  upon  the  Welfh,  and  in- 
vetted  the  city  of  Chefter ;  determined  that  they  ftiould  feel  the 

»  Humfrey  Lhuyd's  Brev.  p.  13.  Vcrftcgan,  c.  V.  p.  125. 
*  Grafton's  Chron.  p.  132.     Chron.  of  Waksj  p.  27. 
3  Saxom  Chron.  p.  7a.    Matth,  Weflm.  p.  227. 

utmoft 
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utmoft  «fFefl:s  of  his  refentment  and  power.  This  city  had 
hitherto  remained  in  the  poflfefiion  of  the  Welfli/  and  was  re- 
garded as  an  important  poft  upon  the  frontier.  It  was  taken  at 
this  time  by  Egbert.*  Among  other  marks  of  his  indignation 
againft  the  very  memory  of  the  Britons,  he  gave  orders  that  the 
brazen  ftatue  of  Cadwallon  fhould  be  taken  down  and  defaced ;' 
he  likewife  iflued  a  proclamation,  that  all  the  men,  with  their 
wives  and  children,  who  were  defcended  from  Britilh  blood, 
fhould  depart  his  territories  in  fix  months,  on  pain  of  death  ;♦ 
and  to  add  injury  to  infult,  he  made  another  law^  as  favage 
as  it  was  unavailing;   which  affixed  the  penalty  of  death  to 

every  Welfhman,   who  pafled  the  fimits  of  OfFa's  Dyke,  and 

■ 

fhould  be  taken  on  the  Englilh  borders.^  More  coercive  re- 
flraints  were  neceflary  than  fuch  a  feeble  barrier  and  futile  law, 
though  the  hand  of  power  had  drawn  an  arbitrary  line,  which 
infulted  the  feelings,  and  entrenched  on  the  rights  of  a  warlike 
and  irafcible  people*. 

« 

This  Saxon  prince  died  fbon  after  the  fiege  of  Chefter ;  and    a.  d. 
his  death  probably  fufpended  for  feveral  ages  the  deftiny  of 
Wales. 

A  SHORT  cefTation  of  the  Danifii  inroads  gave  leifure  to 

Berthred,  the  tributary  fovereign  of  Mercia,  to  renew  hoftilities 

« 

*'  Chron.  of  Wales,  p.  37*  *  'Grafton's  Chroc. .  p.  .132.    Fabian,  p.  184. . 

'  Stowe's  Chron.  p.  77.  ♦  Chron.  Wales,  p.  17,  from  Ranulph  Ceftr. 

5  Speed's  Chron*. p.  318,  from  Joa.  Beyerlenfis. 

2.  againfl: 
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againft  the  Welfh  j '  and  a  fevere  battle  was  fought  by  the  two 
princes,  at  a  place  called  Kettel,  upon  the  frontiers ;  in  which 
Mervyn,  the  king  of  North  Wales  was  flain ;  who  left  his  eldeft 
A.  i).    fon,  named  Roderic,  to  fucceed  to  his  dignity.* 

843* 

The  prolpeft  now  opens  under  a  new  point  of  view;  the 
memorable  reign  of  Roderic.  This  young  prince  fucceeded 
to  his  father's  throne  with  a  greater  extent  of  territwy  than 
had  fallen  to  the  (hare  of  any  Cambrian  fovereign. — He  enjoyed, 
by  the  right  of  his  father  and  mother,  the  fovereignty  of  the 
Ifland  of  Man,  with  the  territories  of  North  Wales  and  Powys  j 

^  — 

and  having  married  Angharad  the  hcirefs  of  South  Wales,  of 
courfe  the  whole  province  of  Cambria  centered  in  his  perfon** 
The  firmnefs  refulting  from  this  union,  the  nature  of  the 
country  and  valour  of  the  inhabitants,  their  inveteracy  againft 
the  Saxons,  and  the  perilous  fituation  of  that  people,  were  im- 
portant advantages  which  opened  with  the  reign  of  Roderic. 
If  this  fortunate  combination  of  circumftances  had  been  dire£led 
agreeably  to  a  wife  policy,  it  would  probably  have  fecured  the 
independency  of  Wales ;  and  have  fixed  its  government  upon  a 
bafis  fo  folid  and  permanent,  that  it  might  have  fuftained  the 
florms  of  ages ;  and  have  fallen  at  length  amidft  the  ruins  of 
time,  unlefs  undermined  by  the  refinements  and  luxury,  of  a 
bordering,  a  more  civilized  and  powerful  people* 


*  Saxon  Chron,  p.  75.  *  Welfli  Qiron.  p.  a;,  28. 

J  Rowland,  p.  173,  i88.    Welih  Chroa.  p.  35. 
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Instead  of  taking  advantage  of  this  fortunate  conjun£lure» 
a  crifis  which  will  never  more  return  in  the  annals  of  Wales, 
a  fatal  and  irreparable  meafure  took  place.  For  Roderic,  early 
in  his  reign,  divided  his  dominions  into  three  Principalities ; 
which  during  his  life,  were  governed  by  chieftains  afting  under 
his  authority ;  and  this  fmgular  event  feems  to  have  arifen  from 
the  narrow  idea,  that  the  Wellh,  accuftomed  to  be  ruled  by  their 
native  princes,  ought  not  to  yield  obedience  to  a  common  fove- 
reign/ 

The  death  of  Mervyn  Vrych,  and  the  late  vidlory  obtained 
over  the  Welfh,  flattered  Berthred  the  Mercian  prince,  with  the 
hopes  of  farther  fuccefs  from  the  youth  and  inexperience  of 
Roderic.  Agreeable  to  this  defign,  and  ftrengthened  by  the  aid 
of  Ethulwulph,  the  king  of  England,  he  entered  North  Wales 
with  a  powerful  army,*  and  advanced  as  far  as  Anglefey;  which  a.  D. 
he  laid  wafte  in  a  cruel  manner.^    The  young  prince  Roderic,  on. 

■ 

this  trying  occafion,  neglefled  no  exertion,  which  was  due  to 
'  his  own  honour  and  to  the  defence  of  his  country.  By  the 
fpirited  refiftance  he  made,  the  king  of  Mercia  was  prevented 
from  making  any .  great  progrefs  in  the  ifland  :  and  foon  after, 
fortunately  for  the  Welfli,  the  attention  of  that  prince  was  em- 
ployed  in  the  proteftion  of  his  own  dominions  from  the  power 
pf  the  Danes.*    The  inroads  of  thefe  people  increafing  every  day, 

"  Rowland's  Mon.  Ant.  p.  174. 
'  Sim.  DunelmCy  p,  110,  139.    Hift.  Angl.  Script,    Matth.  Wcftm.  p.  2311 

3  Chron.  Wales,  p*'35. 
Simon  Dunelme,  Aim.  874.    Saxon  Chron.  p.  82.    Chron.  of  Wales,  p.  31. 
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the  Englifli,  fully  employed  in  attending  to  their  own  fafety,  left 
the  Welfti  to  enjoy  many  years  a  feafon  of  uhufual  tranquility. 


872. 


If  Roderic  had  poffefled  the  qualities  of  a  truly  great  prince, 
he  would  at  leaft,  at  this  fortunate  period,  have  attempted  to 
provide  againft  future  evils ;  and  the  nature  of  his  country,  inter- 
fedled  by  rivers  and  fortified  with  mountains,  and  almoft  fur- 
rounded  by  the  ocean,  might  have  pointed  out  the  rational 
means  of  defence.  Had  this  prince  made  a  proper  ufe  of  the 
leifure  which  the  troubles  in  England  had  given  him,  he  would 
liave  placed  garrifons  in  the  frontier  towns,  would  have  col- 
Jefted  magazines,  and  fortified  the  pafles ;  and  he  would  have 
exerted  his  utmoft  ability,  to  fecure  his  country  from  foreign 
invadei's,  by  forming  a  naval  power ;  he  would,  alfo,  have  en- 
deavoured to  reduce  his  fubjefls  to  a  juft  fubordination,  by  pro- 
moting among  them  a  fpirit  of  union,  and  a  fteady  obedience  to 
tlie  laws.  Inftead  of  thefe  regulations,  that  period  feems  to 
have  been  diftinguiflied  by  a  total  negleft  of  every  meafure,  which, 
if  fteadily  purfued,  might  have  given  fecurity  to  his  kingdom. 

At  this  time  Alfred  had  afcended  the  throne  of  England.' 
Engaged  through  his  reign,  in  affairs  of  war  or  legiilation,  or 
in  introducing  into  his  kingdom  learning  and  the  arts,  this, 
prince  filled  every  department  in  the  ftate,  and  thofe  appertaining 
to  fcience,  with  men  of  the  greatefl  abilities.*  Having  founded 
the  univerfity  of  Oxford,  he  invited  out  of  Wales  two  perfoiis 


^  William  Malmfbury,  lib.  II.  cap.  IV.  p.  42. 
*  Polydorc  Virgil,  lib.  V.  p.  iq6. 
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diftinguiflied  for  their  learning;  John,  furnamed  Scotus,  and 
Afler,  who  had  been  educated  in  the  college  of  St.  David  j  the  . 
former  of  whom  he  appointed  a  profeflbr  in  the  univerfity  he 
had  .lately  eftabliftied/  And,  taught  by  experience  the  impolicy 
of  contending  with  the  Danes  by  land,  and  the  neceflity  of  efta- 
blifliing  fuch  a  navy  as  might  enable  him  to  oppofe  them  at 
fea,  he  engaged  in  his  fervice  many  Welflimen  acquainted  with 
the  art  of  ftiip-building ;  whom  he  appointed  fuperintendants  of 
the  dock  yards,  and  afterwards  employed  in  honourable  ftations 
in  the  fleet.* 

The  Danes,  having  received  a  repulfe  in  England,  and  being 
by  treaty  obliged  to  relinquifli  that  country,  made  a  defcent  on 
the  ifland  of  Anglcfey;  where  in  two  battles  they  met  vsdth  a  very 
fpirited  oppofition  from  Roderic ;  one  of  which  was  fought  at 
Bangole,  and  the  other  at  Menegid.  At  the  fame  time.  South  A.  D. 
Wales  was  invaded  by  another  body  of  Danes,  who  defolated 
that  country,  and  laid  the  churches  and  religious  houfes  in  ruins.' 

About  this  time  Roderic  changed  the  royal  refidence  from 
Caer  Segont*  to  AberfFraw  in  Anglefey.*     It  is  ftrange,  that  he 
fliould  defert  a  country  where  every  mountain  was  a  natural^ 
fortrefs,  and  in  times  of  fuch  difficuhy  and  danger,  fhould  make 
choice  of  a  refidence  fo  expofed  and  defencelefs. 

1  Chroa.  of  Wales,  p.  33.  *  Berkeley's  Naval  Hid.  Brit.  p.  69. 

I  Wdfli  Chron.  p.  34.  ♦  Near  the  prefent  town  of  Caernarvon, 

i  Rowland's  Mon.  Ant.  p.  1^3. 
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An  interval  of  quiet  from  the  Danes,  gave  the  Engliftx  another 
opportunity  of  making  a  defcent  on  the  ifland  of  Anglefey ; 
which  they  invaded  with  a  formidable  army.  The  Welfli  king, 
oppofing  them  with  his  ufual  gallantry  of  fpirit,  at  length  fell 
A.  D-  ^  the  defence  of  his  country;  being  flain  with  Gwyriad  his 
brother,  in  one  of  the  battles  which  he  fought  with  the  Englifli 
in  the  courfe  of  that  expedition.' 

It  has  been  already  obferved,  that  the  late  prince,  in  the  courfe 
of  1ms  re^tf,  had  divided  his  dominions  into  three  diftinfl  (bve- 
reignties ;  which  he  left  to  his  fons  Anarawd,  Cadell,  and  Mervyri.* 
But,  agreeably  to  the  fpirit  and  cuftom  of  gavel-kind,  though 
each  fovereign  pofTefled  a  diftinft  authority  within  his  own  do- 
minions ;  yet  a  pre-eminency  over  the  other  princes  was  eftablifhed 
in  the  kings  of  North  Wales.'  He  ordained  that  the  princes  of 
South  Wales  and  Powys  (hould  each  of  them  pay  yearly  to  the 
ibvereign  of  North  Wales,  a  tribute*  called  Maelgedy  of  fixty- 
three  pounds^  as  a  nwrk  of  fubordination  ;^  but  the  royal  tribute^ 
or  Teyrngedy  which  was  due  from  Cambria  to  the  imperial  crown 
of  London,,  agreeably  to  the  ancient  laws,  was  ordained  in  future 
to  be  paid  by  the  kings  of  North  Wales/     Regarding  like  wife 

»  Wclfh  Chron.  p.  35.  *  Rowland'^  Mon.  Ant.  p,  174, 

^  Britiflx  Antiquities  Revived^  by  Vaughan  of  Hengwrt,  p.  8,  ^5^40.     Rowland 
.Mon.  Ant.  p.  174,  17?.     Humfrey  Lhuyxi's  Breviary,  p.  64,  65, 

^  Thefe  tributes,  according  to  Vaughan  o£  Hengwrt  in  Brit,  Ant.  Reviv.    p^  39,. 
40,  were  paid  in  the  following  manner.     The  kings  of  North  Wales  were  to  pay 
)f 63  to  the  chown  of  London  ;  the  princes  of  Powys  four  tons  of  flour ;   and  the 
princes  of  South  Wales  four  tons  of  honey  to  the  fovcreigns  of  North  Wales. 

'  H.  Lhuyd,  P..64,  65.  Rowland,  p.  175.  *  Ibid. 
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his  eldeft  fott  Anarawd  as  the  immediate  heir  of  the  Cynrthian 
line,  he  left  to  him  ^d  to  his  fucceflbrs,  the.  title  of  Brenbin 
Cymru  Oily  or  the  king  of  all  Wales/ 

To  cement  more  clofely  in  a  Gommon  intereft  his  fons  and! 
theii'  fucceffors;  he  enjoined,  that  V  any  two  of  thefe  princes^ 
ihould  happen  to  diifer  about  their  particular  interefts,  in  fach 
cafe  the  third  Ihould  ii^terfere,  and  fhould  finally  arbitrate '  the: 
matter.*     It  was  ordained,  that  if  any  difference  fhould  arife 
between  the  princes  of  North  and  South  Wales,  they  fhould  all. 
meet  at  Bwlch-y-Pawl,  in  the  prefent  county  of  Montgomery,, 
and  the  prince  of  Powys  was  appointed  the  umpire*     If  the. 
princes  of  North  Wales  and  Powys  fhould  be  at  variance,  they 
were  all  to  aflemble  at  Morva-Rhianedd  on  the  banks  of  the  Dee,, 
and  the  prince  of  South  Wales  was  to  determine  the  cotitroverfy- 
If  the  difpute  fhould  arife  between  the  princes  of  Powys  and 
South  Wales,  the  meeting  was  appointed  to  be  held  at  Llys  Wen. 
upon  the  river  Wye,,  and  the  matter  in  contention  was  to  be  de- 
cided by  the  king  of  North  Wales.'     Roderic  mufl.  have   been 
little  acqu^nfced  with  human  nature,  to  imagine  that  fuch  regu-^ 
lations  were  fufficient  to  coiinteraft,  at  a  diflant  period,  the  wild. 
pafSions  and  ambition  of  princes.. 

Other  infHtutions  better  marked  the  flrength  and  liberality/ 
of  his  mintd.    He  ordained,  that  if  their  fcparate  territories  fhould: 
be  invaded  by  a  foreign  enemy,   the  three  Welfh  princes  were: 
in. that  cafe  to  affifl,  and  to  afford  mutual  proteftion  to  each 
other :.  that  cafWes  and  other  flrong  holds  fhould  be  fortified  and^ 


*  Rowland,  p,  174,  175,  *  Ibii  p.  i75< 


J  Wynne's  Hill,  Wales,  p..  35^ 
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kept  in  repair :  that  the  churches  and  religious  houfes  (hould  te 
rebuilt  and  adorned :  that  the  Britifh  hiftory  (hould  be  faithfully 
tranfcribed  and  enlarged :  and  that  the  archives  of  Britain,  the 
monuments  of  her  glory,  (hould  be  carefully  depo(ited  in  the 
monafteries  of  Wales.' 

From  fuch  attentions  as  thefe,  or  perhaps  from  a  comparifon 
with  the  other  Welfh  princes  in  extent  of  dominion^  and  in 
perfbnal  ability,  Roderic  hath  gained  from  pofterity  the  fumame 
of  Great,  li  to  produce  the  wealth  and  grandeur,  the  fccurity 
and  happinefs  of  a  ftate,  be  the  means  of  obtaining  fiich  a  title ; 
then,  furely,  the  conduft  of  this  prince  gave  him  little  claim  to 
that  honourable  diftinftion.  Inftead  of  afting  up  to  the  great 
defign  of  government,  Roderic,  without  precedent  to  palliate,  or 
apparent  neceflity  to  enforce  fuch  a  meafure,  yielded  up  the  inde- 
pendency of  Wales ;  enjoining  his  pofterity  by  a  folemn  refcript, 
to  pay  to  the  Saxon  kings,  as  a  mark  of  fubordination,  a  yearly 
tribute ;  a  tribute,  though  arifing  out  of  ancient  laws,  that  was 
only  due  from  the  Cambrian  to  the  Britifh  princes ;  and  which,  no 
dpubt,  became  from  this  period  the  baiis  upon  which  was  founded 
that  claim  of  fupremacy  ever  after  aflerted  by  the  Englifh.  The 
divifion  which  Roderic  had  made  of  his  dominions,  was  likewife 
the  fource  of  civil  diflenfions  and  national  weaknefs ;  and  was 
foon  the  caufe  of  a  decline  in  patriotifm,  and  of  a  ftriking  bar- 
barity in  manners  5  a  feries  of  evils,  which  fucceffively  produced 
the  ruin  of  their  diflFerent  ftates ;  and  fcarcely  ended  with  the  con- 
queft  of  the  Welfli,  and  after  the  lofs  of  their  political  exiftence, 

'  Wynne's  Hift.  Wales,  p.  35, 
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HISTORY     OF     WALES* 


BOOK      IF. 

FROM  THE  DEATH  OF  RODERIC  THE  GREAT  TO  THE  DEATff 

OF  BLEDDYN  AP  CYNVYN.. 

The  prefent  aera  opens  a  new  profpeflof  the  hiftory  of  Wales;; 
in  which  this  country,  which  in  the  late  reign  had  centered  in: 
one  fovereign,,  was  divided  into  three  diftinft  principalities.. 

Anarawd,  the.  eldeft  fon  o£  Roderic  the  Great,  fucceeded  to  a.  d; 
the  fovereignty  of  North  Wales.'  This  territory  was  the  Fene^ 
docia  of  the  Romans,*  and  was  by  the  Britons  called  Gwynedh.' 
The  refidence  of  the  (bvereigns  of  this  diftriil  was  at  AberfFraw 
in  Anglefcy;,  in  a  palace  which  had  been  erefted. during  the  life  of. 
king  Roderic-*  The  kingdom  of  North  Wales,  m  the  four  di- 
vifions  of  Anglefey,  Arvon,^  Meirionydh,  and  Perfeddwlad,^  con- 

« 

I  Rowland,  p.  174*  *  Humfrey  Lhuyd,  p.  64.  '  Ibid. 

♦  Wdfli  Chrom  p.  36.     Rowland,  p.  174..  J  Signifying,  above  Mona. . 

*  The  inward  or,  middle  part.    Hurofrcy  Lhuyd,  p.  64 — 66. 
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taining  fifteen  cantrevs^  fubdivided  into  thirty-eight  commots  ;* 
was  bounded  on  the  weft  and  north  by  the  Irifti  fea ;  on  the  fouth 
weft  by  the  river  Dyvi,  which  feparated  it  from  South  Wales  ; 
and  on  the  fouth  and  eaft,  was  divided  from  Powys  and  England 
by  mountains  and  rivers,  particularly  by  the  Dee.*  The  language 
ipoken  in  this  countiy  is  efteemed  the  moft  pure,  and  comes  the 
neareft  to  that  of  the  ancient  Britons.  Its  inhabitants,  from  a 
variety  of  caufes,  preferved  their  independency  longer  than  the 
other  principalities.  Befides  the  valour  of  the  people,  and  in 
general  the  public  virtue  of  their  princes,  the  natural  fituatiom 
of  the  country  of  Snowdun,  a  range  of  mountains  extending  from 
one  fea  to  the  other,  and  guarded  by  two  rivers  difcharging 
themfelves  into  the  ocean  at  Traeth  Mawr,  and  Conway,  formed 
a  rampart  exceedingly  ftrongj  over  which  the  WeUh  ufually 
retreated  when  they  were  prefled  by  the  Englifti  arms.  The 
principal  defiles  likewife  which  opened  through  that  rang;e  of 
vaft  mountains  >were  fecured  by  ttrong  fortifications.  The  caftle 
of  Diganwy  was  placed  oppofitc  to  the  water  of  Conway,  an  arm 
of  the  fea  which  opened  into  the  country ;  that  of  Caer  Rhun 
was  fituated  at  the  pafs  of  Bwlch  y  ddau-vaen,  with  a  fort  at 
Aber  j  Dolwyddelen  caftle  and  a  watch  tower  were  placed  at 
Nant  Frapkon;  Dolbadern  caftle  at  Nant  Peris ;  and  the  fort 
at  Kidom  was  fixed  at  Nant  tal-y-Llyn.  The  other  pafs  of 
Traeth  Mawr  was  guarded  by  the  ftrong  caftles  of  Harlech  on 
one  fide  of  the  bay,  and  of  Cricieth  on  the  other ;  with  a  watch 
tower  at  Kefel  Gyfarch,  and  a  fort  at  Dolbenmaen.'     Thefe 


*  Wynne's  HiiL  Wales,  p.  5—8.  *  Humfrey  Lhuyd,  p.  64. 

3  Rowland's  Mon.  Ant.  p.  148* 
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various  fortifications,  all  of  them  placed  in  the  moft  advantage*- 
ous  fituations,  marked,  for  a  rude  age,  great  military  fagacity« 


'37 


Cadell,  the  fecond  fon  of  the  late  prince,  fucceedcd  rj  the    a.  d, 

877. 

fovcreignty  of  South  Wales,'  diftinguiflied  by  the  name  of 
Deheubarth,  as  lying  to  the  fouth  of  tlie  other  provinces/ 
The  refidence  of  the  princes  of  this  country  was  at  Dinevawr,' 
on  the  banks  of  the  river  Towi  *  in  Caermarthenfhire ;  where  a 
palace  had  been  erefted  by  Roderic^*  in  a  fituation  ftrongly  for- 
tified  by  woods  and  mountains.  5  and  more  convenient,  on  that 
account,  than  their  ancient  abode  at  Caermarthen  tipon  the  fame 
river ;  which  was  probably  at  this  time  in  the  pofleffion  of  the 
Englifh/  This  diftri6l,  the  Demetia  of  the  Romans,  was  di- 
vided  into  the  prefent  counties  of  Caerdigan,  Pembroke,  Caer- 
marthen, Glamorgan,  Monmouth  and  Brecknock;  it  confided 
of  twenty-fix  cantrevsy  fubdivided  into  eighty- one  commots  ;^  and. 
was  encompafled  by  the  Irifh  fea,  by  the  Severn,  and  by  the  rivers 
Wye  and  Dyvi.^  The  continual  influx  of  foreigners  into  this 
country  hath  been  the  means  of  debafing  the  language  from  its 
original  purity.' 

Mervyn,  the  youngeft  fon  of  Roderic  the  Great,  fucceeded      .d  .a 
to  the  principality  of  Powys.*    The  refidence  of  the  princes  of 
this  copntry  was  at  Mathraval  in  Montgomery ftiire;  at  which 

»  Rowland's  Mon.  Ant,  p.  174,  *  Humfrcy  Lhuyd*s  Brev,  p.  64. 

J  Einas  Vawr,  or  the  great  palace,  *  7>*ii'/.       4  Wynne's  Hift.  Wales,  p.  34. 

^tHumfrcy  Lhuyd,  p,  79.  ^  Wynne's  Hift.  Wales,  p.  16—^20. 

7  Huinfrey  Lhuyd,  p.  75,  76.  t  Ibid.          9  Rowland'*  Mon.  p.  175. 
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place  a  palace  had  been  built  by  the  late  prince/  The  princi- 
pality of  Powys,  afterwards  broken  into  the  divifions  of  Powys 
Vadoc,  and  Powys  Wenwynwyn;'  had  fourteen  cantrevs^  fubdi- 

■ 

videtMnto  forty  commots\^  it  was  bounded  on  the  north  by.North 
Wales,  on  the  eaft  by  the  country  which  lies  between  Chefter 
and  Hereford,  on  the  fouth  by  England,  and  on  the  weft  by  the 
qver  Wye,  and  by  mountains  which  divide  it  from  South  Wales/ 
The  fertility  and  open  fituation  of  this  country,  expofed  it  to 
continual  invafions ;  and  having  more  to  dread  from  the  arms 
of  the  Englifh,  than  to  expedl  from  the  regular  fupport  of  their 
countrymen,  the  princes  of  Powys  took  an  early  and  frequent 
part  in  the  interefts  of  England. 

Early  in  the  reign  of  Anarawd,  that  prince  had  an  op- 
portunity of  affording  to  the  northern  Britons,  the  like  friendly 
proteflion,  which  his  anceftors  had  fo  often  received  from  their 
countrymen  in  Armorica.  The  remains  of  the  Strath-Clyde 
Britons,  having  been  harraffed  by  the  Danes,  Saxons  and  Scots  ; 
and  after  fevere  conflifts  with  them,  having  loft  Conftantine 
their  king  in  battle ;  applied  to  Anarawd  for  an  afylum  in  his 
dominions/  This  prince  agreed  to  receive  them  on  the  only 
tenure  incident  to  thefe  turbulent  ages,  which  was  to  obtain 
and  to  preferve  a  fettlement  by  the  power  of  the  fword. 

Under  the  conduft  of  Hobart,  thefe  Britons  came  into 
Wales ;   and  having  every  motive  of  refentment  and  intcreft  to 

'  Rowland's  Mon.  p*  17$.  ^  Humfrey  Lhuyd,  p.  70. 

^  Wynne's  Hift.  Wales,  p.  10,  11.  ♦  Huiafrey  Lhuyd,  p.  70* 

^  Humfrey  Lhuyd'sBrey.  p.  31. 
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urge  them  to  valour,  they  eafily  difpoffeffed  the  Saxcms  of  that 
country  which  is  fituated  between  the  Dee  and  the  Conway/ 

These  people  remained  for  a  time  in  quiet  poffeflion  of  their    A-  !>• 

o7o> 

new  kingdom,  until  Eadred  the  earl  of  Mercia,  mortified  with 
the  difgrace  his  arms  had  fuftained,  made  preparations  td  recover 
the  country  which  had  been  fo  eafily  torn  from  him.*  The  Bri- 
tons, having  early  intelligence  of  his  defign,  removed  their  cattle 
and  other  valuable  effects  beyond  the  river  Cortway.  To  fup- 
port  his  allies,  and  to  expel  from  the  bofom  of  his  country  its 
hereditary  enemies,  Anarawd  exhibited  a  fpirit  and  adivity  fuita- 
ble  to  the  importance  of  the  occafion ;  and  having  encountered 
the  Saxons  at  Cymryd,  about  two  miles  from  the  town  of  Con- 
way, by  his  own  gallantry  and  the  bravery  of  his  troops,  he 
gave  them  an  entire  defeat.  With  a  pious  and  honeft  exulta- 
tion, the  young  prince  called  this  memorable  action  DialRodri^^ 
cxpreffivc  of  the  vengeance  he  had  taken  for  his  father's  death.* 
Purfuing  their  viftory,  the  Welfli  followed  the  Saxons  into 
Mercia,  laid  wafte  their  borders,  and  returned  into  their  own 
country  loaded  with  valuable  fpoils.^  Anarawd,  agreeably  to 
the  piety  of  thofe  days,  and  to  exprefs  his  gratitude  for  the  late 
profperous  event,  endowed  the  collegiate  church  of  Bangor,  and 
that  of  Clynnoc  Vawr  in  Arvon,  with  lands  and  great  pof- 
feffions/     Thefe  northern  Britons,  by  an  unaccountable  and  fin- 

«  Wynne's  Hift.  Wales,  p.  38.     Humf.  Lhuyd,  p.  31,  3a. 

*  Wynne's  Hid.  Wales,  p.  38.  '  Or  Roderic's  revenge. 

4  Wynne's  Hift.  Wales,  p.  38.        5  Wynne's  Hift.  Wales,  p.  38. 

*  Ibid.     Camden's  Brit.  p.  671, 
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gular  policy,  were  allowed  to  eftablifh  a  feparate  date  in  the  vale 
of  Clwyd,  in  Rhos^  and  in  the  cbnquered '  country.*  Part  of 
this  country  had  been  called  Tegenia  by  the  Romans,  Englefcld 
by  the  Saxons,  and  Tegeingl  by  the  Welfti  ;  but  being  now 
united  with  the  other  territories,  the  northern  Britons  gave  ta 
their  new  kingdom  the  name  of  Strath-Clwyd  ;*  part  of  it  bang, 
fituated  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Clwyd.* 


A.  D. 


Civil  diffenfion,  an  evil  naturally  fpringing  out  of  the  conduct 
of  Roderic,  and  which  foon  fet  afide  his  futile  regulations,  had 
already  taken  root  in  the  breads  of  his  Tons.  For  Anarawd, 
after  the  late  ftorm  was  difperfed,  probably  on  account  of  the 
tribute  not  having  been  paid,*  united  with  the  Englifh  againft  his 
brother  the  prince  of  South  Wales ;  and  with  their  joint  forces 
invaded  his  territory,  and  laid  wafte  the  country  of  Caerdigan,? 
and  the  vale  alfo  which  borders  upon  the  Wye  in  Radnorfhire.* 


A.  D. 


The  Danes  being  obliged  to  flee  beforcthe  arms  of  Alfred, 
made  a  defcent  upon  the  coaft  of  Wales,  and  advanced  into  the 
country  as  far  as  Buellt  i^  and  fome  time  after,  being  again 
difcomfited  by  that  truly  great  prince,  they  laid  wafte  the  country 
of  Brecknock,  and  other  diftri£b  in  South  Wales. ^ 


s  The  country  from  Conway  along  tlie  Dee  toChefter.     .    *  Welib  Cfaron. 

♦  rjrad  Clmyd.  I  Humfrcy  Lhuyd,  p.  69. 

♦  Britiih  Ant.  ReviTed  by  Vaugban  0/  Hcngwrt,  p.  13.     *  Chron,  Wales,  p.  41. 

•  rjlra^e^^  ♦  Wynne's  Hift.  Wales,  p.  41,  4».  '  Ibid. 
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A  LARGE  body  of  the  fame  people  landed  again  in/Angleley  • 
but  this  invafion  feems  only  to  have  been  diflinguifhed  by  a 
battle  fought  at  Meilon,  and  by  the  death  of  Mervyn  the  prince    X.  d. 
of  Powys/ 

The  fatal  policy  of  Roderic  became  again  confpicuous.  Ca- 
dell  the  prince  of  South  Wales,  on  the  death  of  Mervyn  his 
brother,  took  poffeflion  by  force  of  the  principality  of  Powys  > 
incited  by  ambition,  or  the  jealoufy  natural  to  brothers  who  enjoy 
an  equal  (hare  in  their  father's  dominions  and  dignity.* 

Cadell,  the  prince  of  South  Wales,  dying  in  this  year,  was     a.  d. 
fucceeded  by  his  eldeft  fon  Howel ;  who  likewife  annexed  the 
fovereignty  of  Powys  to  his  hereditary  dignity.' 

The  city  of  Chefter,  which  had  lain  fonie  years  in  ruins  fince 
it  had  be^i  demolifhed  by  the  Danes,^  was  rebuilt  and  much 
improved  by  Elfleda,  the  wife  of  the  tributary  Ibvereign  of 
Mercia:'  fhe  likewife  repaired  the  walls,  and  enlarged  their 
circuit  round  the  caftle^  which  before  this  time  bad  been  fitu-    A.  D.   . 

9oS» 

ated  without  the  city/ 

A  FEW  years  after  this  event,  Anarawd,  the  king  of  North   a.  d, 
Wales  died,  and  left  two  fons,  Edwal  Voel,  and  Elis. 

»  Chron.  Wales,  p.  4a.       •  Wclfii  Chron,  p.  $5.       '  Wclfti  Chroa.  p,  44,  46. 

^  Saxon  Annali,  p«  9$*  ^  Math.  Weflm*    Flores  Hift.  p.  169. 

*  Bijomptoii's  ChroD.  p.  838.    Fabian's  Chron»p.  124*    Printed  at  London  Ana. 
Dom*  1559. 
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A.  D.         Edwal  Voel,  the  eldeft  fon  of  the  late  prince,  fucceeded 

913, 

to  the  fovereignty  of  North  Wales;  and  was  married  to  the 
daughter  of  his   uncle   Mervyn,    the  late  prince  of  Powys.' 

> 

Early  in  his  reign  the  Irifli  made  a  defcent  on  the  ifland  of  An- 
glcfey,  which  they  laid  wafle  in  a  cruel  manner/ 

Athelstane  the  king  of  England,  having  in  feveral  viftories 
A.  D.  triumphed  over  the  Danes  and  Scots,   marched  with  an  armr 

933- 

into  Wales ;  and  at  Hereford  impofed  on  the  princes  of  that 
country  a  yearly  tribute  of  twenty  pounds  in  gold,  three  hundred 
pounds  in  filver,  and  two  thoufand  five  hundred  head  of  cattle  ; 
befides  a  certain  number  of  hawks  and  hounds.'  This  arbitrary 
tribute  was  no  longer  regarded  by  the  Welfti,  than  while  the 
kings  of  England  had  the  power  of  enforcing  its  obfervance. 

A  Welsh  chieftain  had  been  imprifoncd  in  England;  and 
his  confinement  being  relented  by  Edwal  Voel,  probably  as  an 
infult  offered  to  the  independency  of  his  crown,  that  prince, 
with  his  brother  Elis,  attempted  by  hoftilitics  to  revenge  the 
a.  d.  affront ;  but  in  the  contefl  they  were  both  flain,  fighting  againft 
the  Englifh  and  Danes/  The  king  of  North  Wales  left  fix 
fons,  Meyric,  Jevaf,  Jago,  Cynan,   Edwal  and   Roderic;    and 

■  Brit.  Ant.  Revived  by  Vaughan  of  Hengwrt,  p.  4. 
*  Welfh  Chron.  p.  45,  47. 

3  Brompton*8  Chron.  p.  838,  with  refpc6l  to  the  tribute,,  with  the  difference  only 
of  doubling  the  number  of  cattle.  Stowe's  Chron.  p.  Sa.  Wclfli  Chron.  p.  50. 
Grafton's  Ghron.  p.  149,  publilhed  Ann.  1569.  • 

♦  Welfli  Chron.  p.  Jr* 

his 
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his  brother  Elis  a  fon  called  Cynan,  and  a  daughter  named 
Trawft.' 

The  love  of  power  is  an  aftive^and  commanding  principle  la 
man ;  to  obtain  and  preferve  it,  he  will  employ  his  utmoft  faga- 
city,  and  bend  the  full  force  of  his  various  faculties.  Even  the 
wife  and  temperate  mind  of  Howel,  prince  of  South  Wales,  was 
not  exempt  from  its  influence.  The  great  efteem  into  which  this 
prince  had  arifen  from  a  juft  adminiftration,  had  probably 
gained  him,  fome  years  before,  the  lovereignty  of  Powys ;  and 
enabled  him,  at  this  time,  by  the  acceflion  of  North  Wales,  a.  d 
to  unite  into  one  kingdom  the  three  principalities.*  Whether 
he  obtained  that  dignity,  folely,  by  the  efforts  of  ambition  ;  or 
was  called  to  it  by  the  voice  of  the  people ;  or  that  talents  for 
government,  in  thefe  difbrdered  times,  occafionally  fet  afide 
the  regular  courfe  of  fucceflion ;  it  is  certain,  that  the  fons  of 
the  late  prince,  immediately  on  their  father's  death,  were 
iuperfeded  by  Howel ;  without  any  farther  oppofition  on  their 
part,  than  unavailing  murmurs  and  difcontent.'  Whatever  were 
the  means  by  which  he  attained  to  the  fovereignty  of  North 
Wales  J  his  early  attention  to  the  common  weal,  and  the  mild 
tenor  of  his  government,  will,  in  fbme  meafure,  palliate,  though 
it  can  never  vindicate  upon  any  principle  of 'expediency,  an  adt 
of  injuflice. 

To  reduce  his  fubjedls  to  a  fenfe  of  order,  and  to  render  thenx 
fubordinate  to  civil  authority,  Howel  determined  to  coUedl  into 

■  WelfliChron.  p.  fi.     Britifh  Antiq.  Rcylred  by  Vaughan  Hcngwrt,  p.  14* 

»  WcUhChroib  p.  Ji.  '  Ibid.  p.  t^i^ 
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one  code  the  ancient  cu/loms  and  laws  of  Wales;  which,  in 
the  lapfe  of  ages,  and  in  the  confufion  and  turbulency  of  the 
times,  had  pearly  loft  their  efficacy  and  weight.  In  purfu- 
ance  of  this  defign,  he  convened  the  archbifhop  of  St.  David^ 
and  other  bifhops  and  clergy  to  the  number  of  one  hundred 
and  forty,  with  the  principal  chieftains  of  Wales  :  out  of  every 
commot  were  likewife  fummoned  fix  perfons,  diftinguifhed  by 
their  talents  and  virtues.  This  affembly,  forming  a  great  na- 
tional  council,  met  upon  the  banks  of  the  Taf,  at  the  white 
palace  belonging  to  king  Howel.'  In  order  to  give  the  meeting 
greater  folemnity,  and  to  implore  the  Divine  Wifdom  to  in- 
fluence their  counfels,  the  king  himfelf,  with  the  whole  aJTemblyt 
remained  during  Lent  in  the  continual  exercife  of  prayer  and 
other  a6ls  of  devotion.  As  foon  as  this  folemn  preparation  was 
finiftied,  Howel  felefled  twelve  j^erfons  who  were  eminent  for 
wifdom,  gravity,  and  experience ;  and  he  joined  in  the  com- 
miflion  Blegored,  the  archdeacon  of  LlandafF-,  a  perfon  highly 
diftinguiftied  for  learning,  and  a  knowledge  of  the  laws.  This 
committee  entered  into  a  ftrift  examination  of  the  cuftoms  and 
ancient  inftitutions  of  Wales.  With  a  judicious  and  difcrimi- 
nating  eye  they  abolifhed  every  law  become  injurious  or  unne- 
ceflary ;  thofe,  likewife,  which  time  had  rendered  confufed  and 
unintelligible,  were  explained  with  greater  perfpicuity ;  and 
by  a  proper  digeft  of  the  whole,  a  fyftem  was  framed ;  which, 
allowing  for  limited  ideas  in  jurifprudence,  was  wifely  adapted 
to  the  genius,  neceffities,  and  fituation  of  the  Welfh.* 


I  WellhChron.  p.  53;  *  Wcllh  Chron.  p.  55. 
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This  fyftem  was  formed  on  the  bafis  of  the  ancient  national 
laws." 

'  I 

■ 

After  the  new  code  of  laws  had  been  read^  proclaimed,  and 
ratified  by  the  public  approbation ;  three  copies  of  them  were 
put  into  writing}  one  of  which  was  defigned  for  the  ufe  of  the 
prince,  and  to  follow  his  court ;  and  the  others  were  depofited 
in  the  palaces  of  AberfFraw  and  Dinevawr.  This  may  be  con- 
fidered  as  a  tolerable  advance  in  juridical  policy,  for  that  ^ge  i 
when  private  rights  and  public  laws  had  been,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  tranfmitted  by  local  cuftoms  and  immemorial  tradition.  To 
add  ftill  greater .  authority  to  the  laws,  and  to  ftamp  them  as 
objects  of  religious  veneration ;  the  archbifhop  of  St.  David  de- 
nounced excommunication  on  all  who  fhould  violate  them.  In- 
fluenced, likewife,  by  the  fpirit  of  the  age,  or  defirous  of  render*- 
ing  fuch  a  ceremony  fubfervient  to  his  views,  Howel,  attended 
by  the  archbUhop  of  St.  David,  the  bifhops  of  Bangor  and  St. 
Afaph,  and  thirteen  other  perfbns  of  diftindion,  proceeded  to 
Rome  5  where  the  new  fyftem  of  legiflation  was  folemnly  rati- 
fied by  the  Pope  $  and  having  thus  given  the  laft  fanftion  to  his 
laws,  he  returned  into  Wales.* 

The  mild  temper  of  this  prince  ieems,  in  feme  meafure,  to 
have  influenced  the  tranfaftions  of  his  reign  i  few  military  mci- 
dents  having  difturbed  it  during  a  period  of  forty  years.    At  this 

*  Said  to  hare  been  originally  framed  by  Moelmutius,  {Dyfitwal  Mtelmuit)  who 
nigned  in  Britain  441  yean  before  Chrift.    Holinfliead,  p.  177. 

•  Wclfli  Chron.  p.  54.  *  • 

U  time. 
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A.  D.  time,  however,  the  Englilh,  with  a  confiderable  force,  invaded 
North  Wales ;  and  after  they  had  laid  wafte  the  faiall  territory  oC 
Strath-Clwyd,  returned  into  their  own  country.' 


944. 


A.  D.  A  PEW  years  after  this  event  king  Howel  died  j  leaving  four 
fons,  Owcn^  Rhun,  Roderic,  and  Edwynr  j  who^  dividing  among; 
rfiemfelves  the  principalities  of  South  Wales  and  Powys,  relin- 
quifhed  North  Wales  to  the  ri^ht  heks,  Jeuav  and  Jago ;.  the 
fens  of  Edwd  Voel.^ 


The.  death  of  this  amiahJe  prince,  who  had  long  enjoyed  the 
mild  honours  refulting  from  peace,  and  the  public  efteem,  fpread 
univerlally  the  deepeft  forrow.  As  a  grateful  memorial  of  his 
virtues,  pofterity  have  given  him  the  furname  of  Dbay  or  the 
Good.  His  code  of  laws  is  the  beft  eulogium  to  his  memory >^ 
and  raifes  him  as  much  above  the  reft  of  the  Cambrian  princes,^ 
as  peace  and  gentleneis  of  manners,  and  a  regulated  ftate ;  are 
preferable  to  the  evils  infeparable  from  war,  to  the  fiercenefs  of 
uncivilized  life,  and  to  the  habits  of  a  wild  independency. 

»  Wclfh  Chron.  p*  jS*  *  Ibid.  p.  5^ 

^  From  thb  comparifbn  it  is  the  author*^  mt aning  to  except  thofe  Britifli  and. 
Cambrian  princes  who  defended  their  country  from  the  rapacity  or  ambition  of 
foreign  enemies :  a  condud  than  which  nothing  can  be  more  meritorious,  or  fcarcel}^ 
any  thing  have  «  bightr  claim  on  the  refpeft  and  gratitude  of  mankind* 
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THE  LAWS  of  HOWBL  DHA  were  dividod  Into  du^e 
parti,  Mcb  of  which  had  a  diftlnft  and  feparate  obje£l  y  th^ 
kmg'i  prerogadvea,  with  th«  aeconomy  of  his  court )  the  a&irv 
of  dvil  junipcudoibe  ^  and  the  criminal  law. 

Thb  king  poi&ircd,  by  virtue  of  his  prerogative,  the  patronage 
of  monafteries)  the  protection  of  public  roads,  the  rin^t  of 
creating  laws  with  confcnt  of  his  people,  <^  coining  money 
within  bis  dominions,  and  of  prefiding  in  the  principal  cauies 
^lat  related  to  himfeli^  bis  crown,  and  its  appendages.  He  was 
empowered  to  lead  an  army  only  once  a  year,  and  for  no  longer 
time  than  fix  weeks,  out  of  his  kii^om  i  within  his  own  teni- 
toiies  he  might  at  any  time  mufter  his  fubjefts  and  condu6;  them 
to  battle.  He  was  privileged  to  hunt  in  any  part  of  his  do^ 
minions.  Ife  had  m  power  of  compiling  any  of  his  ful^edb  t» 
build  the  roval  cafties; 


If  any  perTon  addrefled  the  king  with  unbecoming  and  iniblent 
language,  he  was  conftndned  to  pay  a  fine  of  fix  head  of  catfle. 
Ofi^nces  agsunft  the  king  were,  to  commit  adultery  with  his 
queen,  to  Idll  his  fubftitute,  and  violate  his  protection;  The 
judges  were  confidered  as  the  king's  fubftitutes.  The  fine  for 
thefe  treafons  confifted  of  a  rod  of  gold  of  the  king's  ftature, 
a  bull,  and  a  hundred  cows,  from  every  cantrev  or  diftriCt  be- 
long^g  to  the  attainted  perfbn.  For  alMinating  the  king  die 
penalty  was  made  thii^old. 

U  2  The 
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The  witnefs  or  debtor  who  followed  the  found  of  the  mili- 
tvy  horn,  when  the  king  marched  to  war,  was  excufcd  from 
obedience  to  a  legal  fummons.  At  his  acceifion  he  confirmed  the 
rights  of  places  of  afylum ;  and  it  was  alfo  his  prerogatTvc  to 
fix  the  bounds  of  cantrevs  and  trevs.  He  had  likewife  a  power 
.  of  bringing  to  immediate  trial  caufes  in  which  the  crown  was 
concemed,  and  of  fetting  afide  a  written  law  to  make  room  for 
a  traditional  cuflom.  There  were  fpecies  of  offences  which  gave 
the  king  the  privilege  of  felling  the  offenders.  The  king  was  not 
amenable  to  his  own  judges. 

To  moderate  thefe  excefies  of  authority^  fome  limitations  were 
thrown  into  the  oppofite  fcale. .  If  complaint  was  made  that  the 
king,  or  any  of  his  fubflitutes,  had  violated  the  laws,  and  exer-* 
ciled  oppreflion ;  the  matter  was  then  to  be  decided  by  a  verdift 

« 

of  the  countiy;  that  is,  by  a  jury  of  fifty  men  holding  land, 
and  fworn  todo  juftice;  if  the  accufiition  was  found  to  be  juft, 
they  ordered  reparation  to  be  made.  The  king  had  no  power  to 
punifh  his  fubjeds  for  offences  committed  out  of  his  kingdom^ 
or  in  the  time  of  his  predecefibr.  Though  he  had  granted 
to  an  abbey  rights  or  privileges  by  which  his  prerogative  was 
infringed,  yet  the  law  ordained  that  the  grant  fhould  never  be 
revoked;  alledging,  that  it  was  more  fafe  4o  diminifh,  than  to 
increafe  the  royal  power. 

« 

Th»  Welih,  engaged  in  a  roving  and  military  life,  had  little 
leifure  to  exercife  the  arts,  or  to  cultivate  the  ground ;  and  of 
coniequence  were,  in  fome  degree,  in  a  ftate  of  poverty.    They 

had 
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had  many  ufages,  however,  which  tended  to  make  theu-  princes 
opulent  J  and  to  fupply  them  with  the  means  of  idifplaying  that 
unreftr^ned  hofpitality  by  which  their  refidence  was  rendered 
confpicuous* 

The  king  was  the  original  landlord  of  the  whole  of  his  do- 
minions.   The  fcrvices  by  which  lands  were  held  under  him  were 
of  three  kinds ;  military  femce,  fervice  in  the  courts  of  law, 
and  the  payment  of  the  public  tribute ;  which  in  ancient  times 
was  made  with  homed  cattle.    When  land,  by  negle£):ing  the 
fervice  for  the  performance  of  which  they  were  granted^  or  by 
deferting  them  without  the  king's  licence,  were  forfeited,  they 
reverted  to  him.     His  fubjefts  were  obliged  to  build  the  royal 
palaces,  and,  in  a  great  meafure,  they  maintained  his  houfehold ;' 
he  was  entitled  to  all  treafures  wherever  found ;   to  all  goods' 
not  claimed  by  any  owner,  and  the  poffeflions  of  deceafed  bifhops^ 
Among  the  various  produdttve  fources  of  revenue,  was  the  fale 
of  honourable  and  lucrative  places ;  and  the  efcheat  of  goods 
exceeding  on&  pound  in  value ;  fuch  as  horfes,  oxen,  cows,  gold, 
fUver,   and  embroidered  garments ;  efcheated  goods  of  inferior 
price  belonged  to  the  royal  officers  and  domeftics.    According  to 
the  ancient  divifion  of  Wales,  fettled  by  its  laws,  a  cantrev  con- 
tained tvio  commotsi  a  commof  twelve  manors;  a  manor  four 

*  townfhips.     A  yeariy  tribute  of  one  pound  was  due  from  6v^ry 
free  manor,  and  was  paid  to  the  king  in  money  j  or  in  lieu 

.  thereof,  a  horfc  load  of  the  beft  flour,  a  flaughtered  ox,  a  caflk 
of  mead,*  one  hundred  and  fixty  flieaves  of  oats  for  the  pro- 

vender 
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vender  of  the  king's  hories,  a-fi>W)^  a  flitch  of  bacon,  and  a  vel!el 
«£  butter.  This  tribute  was  paid  in  the  fuoiRter.  In  winter  the 
iofal  hou&hold  wat  in  a  jreat  mtafure '  fupported  by  the  iireo 
manors  j  each  of  which  paid  likewife  two  (hillings  in  money,  to 
be  divided  among  the  domeiHcs.  Thofe  manors  which  were  not 
«iaandpated,  but  remtuned  in  a  Aate  o{  va(&lage,  paid  twice  in 
1^  year  a  finaller  tribute }  cooniting  of  ale,  butter,  cheefe,  bread, 
com  fco*  provender,  hogs  and  iheep.  In  every  commt  of  Wales,, 
trio  townflups  remsdned  in  the  king's  private  pofTeflten,  ungranted 
to  any  fiil^e£i.  A  ooayor  and  a  chancellor  fuperintended  the 
toijiX  deaufiies}  tha  latter  officer  had  the  privily  of  bdng 
preceded  bya^viigerj  he  had  alio  the  power  of  imprifonment, 
dBd>was  Bdt.liable  to  be  taxed.  Shipwrecks  and  all  other  things 
dirown  up  Igr  the  fea  upon  the  fliors  of  the  king's  perlbnal  eftates> 
became  his  property :  when  thrown  on  the  territory  of  a  biihop, 
abbot,  or  any  other  lord,  the  king  had  alfo  a  right  to  an  equal  (hare. 

'B£  SI  HE'S  thcfe  fburces  of  advantage  arifing  to  the  king ;  there 
were  many  others  which  were  confidered  as  the  fruits  of  his  pre- 
rogative. He  had  the  efcheat  of  the  goods  of  fuicides.  Foreigners, 
who  were  vagabonds,  and  who  were  found  in  any  part  of  his  do- 
minions, were  the  property  of  the  king.  He  was  the  proprietor, 
likeivile,  of  waftes,  forefts,  and  the  fea.  He  had  the  power  of 
commanding  a  workman  from  every  town  in  villanage  to  crcft 
his,  tent.  The  villains  of  the  crown  were  obliged  to  build  for 
the  king  nine  apartments  of  his  palace :  the  hall,  the  royal  bed- 
chamber, the  pantry,  the  ftable,  dog  kennel,  the  bam,  the  kiln, 
the  privy,  and  the  dormitory.    Young  women  were  accounted 

among 
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.«m<xig  the  (baroes  of  the  king's  i'evenue ;.  and  to  him  a  fee  was 
faid  en  thdr  marriage  or  violation.  A  fine  was  paid  to  the  long 
on  any  breach  of  contra^.  A  toll  was  alio  to  be  paid  by  every 
merchant  fhip  which^  came  into  the  ports  of  Wales ;  and  if  any 
fiiip»  which  had  not  paid  toH>  happened  to  be  wrecked,  its  cai^^ 
was  forfeited  to  the  king.  Vaflals,  in  a  ftate  of  villanage,  were 
obliged,  nine  times  in  the  year,  to  fumifh  the  king's  horfes  and 
dogs  with  provender,  and  his  foreigners  with  provifion.  They 
were  likewife  conftrained  to  yield  up  all  their  honey  and  fifh  to 
tile  ufe  of  the  court  5  and  to  provide  horfes  to  carry  the  baggage 
and  ammunition  of  the  army.  A  third  part  of  all  military, 
plunder  was  yielded  to  the  crown.. 

The  QiTEEN  had'a  rijght  of  patronage,  orprotedSon ;  and  re- 
ceived a  third  part  of  the  revenues  of  the"  royal  manors.  The 
violation  of  her  peribn  was  deemed  among  the  treafonable  offences^, 
with  the  addition  of  a  moiety  to  the  ordinary  penalty.  A  prefent: 
of  money  was  due  to  her,  when  her  daughter  was  married.  Shc^ 
had  alfo  a  power  to  difpofe  of  a  third  part  of  what  ihe  had  rci-^ 
ceived  from  the  king. 

The  Heir  Afpajuent  was  either  the  fon,.  the  brother,  the: 
oephewt  or  coufin  of  the  king:  and  it  was  believed  that  the: 
king's  private  promife  or  appointment  could,  iecure.  thefuccemon* 
to  either  of  thefe  Idnfinen,  without  regard  to  nearnefs  of  blood* 
The  laws  placed  him  near  Uie  king's  perfon,.  and  under  his  au- 
thority: he  fat  at  the  king's  table>  andwasfervcd  by  the  royal, 
attendants.  The  king,  the  heir  apparent*  and  the  mafter  of  the 

3.  palace^. 
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palace,  paid  no  portion  with  their  daughters :  the  honour  and 
influence  derived  from  fuch  an  alliancp  was  deemed  an  equivar 
lent.  Deformity  of  perfon,  as  well  as  incapacity  of  mind,  dif- 
qualified  the  king's  fon  or  next  of  kindred  from  the  government; 
as  they  did  any  fubje6l:  from  public  offices^  and  the  inheritance 
of  land. 

The  OFncERs  of  the  Household,  and  twelve  gentlemen 
whofe  tenures  of  land  were  by  military  fervice,  compofed  the  royal 
guard  I  and  v/ert  mounted  upon  horfes  furnifhed  by  the  king. 

The  Royal  Household  confifted  of  the  following  officers 
and  domeftics. 

The  Master  of  the  Palace.  He  was  fometimes  the  heir 
apparent,  always  of  the  royal  blood.  His  authority  extended  to 
cvei-y  perfon  of  the  houfehold ;  and  when  any  of  them  fell  under 
the  king's  difpleafure,  this  officer  entertained  him  until  a  recon- 

« 

ciliation  was  effisfted.  He  received  a  (hare  of  all  military  plunder; 
and,  on  thi'ee  feftivals  in  the  year,  was  obliged  by  his  office  to 
deliver  the  harp  into  the  hands  of  the  domeftic  bard.  He  was  aifo, 
it  is  probable,  the  king's  treafurer. 

'The  Domestic  Chaplain,  was  by  his  office  appointed  to 
fay  grace,  to  celebrate  mafs,  and  to  be  confulted  in  matters  of 
confcience.  He  was  alfo  fecretary  to  the  king,  and  to  the  prin- 
cipal court  of  juftice.  In  the  king's  abfence,  the  domeftic  chap- 
lain, the  judge  of  the  palace,  and  the  fteward  of  the  houfehold, 
fupported  the  royal  dignity,  and  exercifed  the  authority  annexed 

to  it. 
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The  Steward  of  the  Household,  fuperintended  the  in- 
ferior domeftics  *,  receiving,  among  other  emoluments,  the  flcins 
of  lambs,  kids,  and  fawns  j  and  all  other  creatures  from'  an  ox 
to  an  eel,  killed  for  the  ufe  of  the  king's  kitchen.  He  was 
the  king's  tafter;  and  drank,  but  did  not  eat,  at  the  king's 
table.  He  diftributed  among  the  officers  of  the  houfehold  their 
wages  J  he  affigned  them  proper  feats  in  the  hall  of  the  palace, 
and  allotted  the  apartments  in  which  they  were  to  fleep. 

The  Master  of  the  Hawks,  was  required  to  fleep  near 
his  birds :  he  had  his  bed  in  the  king's  granary,  where  they 
were  kept ;  and  not  in  the  palace,  left,  they  (hould  be  injured  by 
the  fmoke.  He  was  reftrifted  to  a  certain  meafure  of  mead 
and  jilc  s  that  he  might  not  negleft  his  duty.  In  fpring  he  had 
the  Ikin  of  a  hind,  and  in  autumn  that  of  a  ftag,  for  gloves  to 
guard  his  hands,  and  thongs  ibr  the  geffes  of  his  hawks.  The 
eagle,  the  crane,  the  hawk,  the  falcon,  and  the  raven,  were 
conlidered  as  royal  birds  ;  when  any  of  thefe  were  killed  without 
authority,  a  fine  was  paid  to  the  king.     The  king  owed  three 

r 

fervices  to  the  mafter  of  the  hawks ;  on  the  day  when  he  took  a 
curlieu,  a  hern,  or  a  bittern.  He  held  the  horfe  of  this  officer 
while  he  took  the  bird ;  held  his  ftirrup  while  he  mounted  and 
difmounted ;  and  that  night  honoured  him  likewife  with  three 
different  prefents.  If  the  king  was  not  in  the  field,  he  rofe  from 
his  feat  to  rec-eiv«  this  officer  upon  his  return ;  or  if  he  did  not 
iife,  he  gave  him  the  garment  which  he  wore  at  the  time* 
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The  Judge  of  the  Palace.  The  court  in  which  this  judge 
prefided,  was  the  principal  court  of  Wales,  It  is  faid  that  he  al- 
ways lodged  in  the  hall  of  the  palace ;  and  that  the  cufhicm  on 
which  the  king  was  feated  in  the  day,  ferved  for  his  pillow  at 
night.  On  his  appointment,  he  received  an  ivory  chefs-board 
from  the  king;  a  gold  ring  from  the  queen,  and  another  gold 
ring  from  the  domeftic  bard^  which  he  always  kept  as  the 
infignia  of  his  office.  When  he  entered,  or  departed  out  of  the 
palace,  the  great  gate  was  opened  for  him;  that  his  dignity 
might  not  be  degraded  by  paffing  under  a  wicket.  He  deter- 
mined the  rank  and  duty  of  the  feveral  officers  of  the  houfe- 
hold.  He  decided  poetical  contefts ;  and  received  from  the  vie* 
torious  bard,  whom  he  rewarded  with  a  filver  chair,  the  badge  of 
poetical  pre-eminence;  a  gold  ring,  a  drinking  horn,  and  a 
cufhion.  If  complaint  was  made  to  the  king,  that  the  judge  of 
the  palace  had  pronounced  an  unjufl  fentence,  and  the  accu(ation 
was  proved ;  he  was  then  for  ever  deprived  of  his  office,  and 
condemned  to  lofc  his  tongue,  or  pay  the  ufual  ranfom  for 
that  member.  The  other  judges  were  alfo  fubjedt  to  thcfe  fevere 
but  falutaiy  conditions.  A  perfon  ignorant  of  the  laws,  whom 
the  king  defigned  to  make  his  principal  judge,  was  required  to 
refide  previoufly  a  whole  year  in  the  palace ;  that  he  might 
obtain  from  the  other  judges,  who  reforted  thither  from  the 
country,  a  competent  knowledge  of  his  profeffion  and  duty* 

4 

During  this  year,  the  difficult  caufes  which  occurred,  were  ftated 
and  referred  by  him  to  the  king :  at  the  expiration  of  this  term 
he  was  to  receive  the  facrament  from  the  hands  of  the  domeftic 
chaplain,  and  to  fwear  at  the  altar  that  he  would  never  know- 

I  ingly 
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ingly  pronounce  an  unjiift  fentencc,  nor  ever  be  influenced  by 
bribes  or  intreaties,  hatred  or  afFe6:ion :  he  was  then  placed 
by  the  king  in  his  feat,  and  invefted  with  the  judicial  authority; 
and  afterwards  received  prefents  from  the  officers  of  the  houfe- 
hold.  It  was  reckoned  among  the  remarkable  and  peculiar 
cuftoms  of  the  Welfli,  that  the  tongues  of  all  animals  flaugh- 
tered  for  the  ufe  of  the  king's  houfehold^  were  given  to  the 
judge  of  the  palace. 

The  Master  op  the  Horse.  His  lodging  was  near  die 
royal  (tables  and  granary ;  and  it  was  his  duty  to  make  an  equal 
diftribution  of  provender  among  the  royal  horfes.  From  every 
perfon  on  whom  the  king  had  beftowed  one  of  his  hodes,  this 
officer  received  a  prefent.  To  him  and  to  his  equerries  belonged 
all  colts,  not  two  years  old;  included  in  theking'^  fhare  of  fpoils 
taken  in  war.  To  him  alfo  belonged  the  riding  caps,  faddles, 
bridles,  and  (purs,  which  the  king  had  u(ed  and  laid  afide.  The 
fpurs,  we  are  told,  were  of  gold,  filver,  and  brafs.  It  was  part 
of  his  duty,  to  produce  the  horfe  belonging  to  the  judge  of  the 
palace,  in  good  condition  and  in  his  complete  furniture.  The 
judge,  in  return  for  this  care,  inftrufted  him  in  the  nature  of 
his  rank  and  privileges.  The  extent  of  his  pxoteftion  was,  the 
diftancc  to  which  the  fwifteft  horfe  in  the  king's  ftables  coukl  run, 

■  The  Chamberlain,  was  obliged  to  eat  and  fleep  in  the 
king's  private  apartment,  which  he  was  appointed  to  guard.  It 
was  his  duty  to  fill,  and  prefent  to  the  king,  his  drinking  horn ; 
and  to  keep  alfo  lus  plate  and  rings,  for  all  of  which  he  was 

X  2  accountable* 
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accountable.  When  the  king's  bed-furniture  and  wearing  ap- 
parel were  laid  afide,  they  were  given  to  the  chamberlain.  If  a 
perfon,  walking  in  the  king's  chamber  at  night,  without  a  light 
in  his  hand,  happened  to  be  flain,.  the  laws  gave,  no  compenia^ 
tion  for  his  death. 

The  Domestic  Bard,  was  confidered  as  next  in  rank  to  the 
chief  Bard  of  Wales.  He  was  obliged,  at  the  queen's  command, 
to  fing  in  her  own  chamber^  three  different  pieces  of  poetry 
fet  to  muiic ;  but  in  a  low  voice,  that  the  court  might  not  be 
difturbed  in  the  halL  At  his  appointment  he  received  a  harp 
from  the  kmg,  and  a  gold  ring  from  the  queen..  On  three  great 
feftivals  in  the  year>  he  received  and  wore  the  garments  of  the 
Aeward  of  the  houfehold ;  and  at  thofe  entertainments  fat  next 
to  the  mafter  of  the  palace.  He  accompanied  the  army  when 
they  marched  into  the  enemy's  country;  and  when  they  prepared 
for  battle,  he  fung  before  them  an  ancient  poem  called  XJnbenniaetb 
Prydain^  or  the  Monarchy  of  Britain ;  and  for  this  fervice  was 
rewarded  with  the  moft  valuable  beaft  of  the  plunder  which  they 
bad' taken  in  thefe  incurfions.. 


An  Officer  to  command  Silbnce^  This  he  performed 
firft  by  his  voice,  and  afterwards  by  ftrlking  with  his  rod  of 
office  a  pillai'  near  which  the  domeftic  chaplain  ufually  fat: 
and  to  him  a  fine  was  due  for  every  difturbance  in  the  court. 
He  took  charge  of  the  implements  of  hufbandry,  and  of  the 
flocks  and  herds  belonging  to  the  king's  demefhes,  in  the  ab- 

fence 
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fence  of  the  bailiff,  or  during  the  vacancy  of  his  place.     He  was 
alfo  Oft  collector ^  of  tfie  royal  revenues* 


The  Master  of  the  Hounds.  In  the  hunting  feafon  he 
was  entertained,  together  with  his  fervants  and  dogs,  by  thofe 
tenants  who  held  land  in  villanage.  Hinds  were  hunted  from 
the  middle  of  February  to  midfummers,  and  flags  from  that 
time  to  the:  middle  of  Oftober.  From  the  ninth  day  cf  No- 
vember to  the  end  of  that  month,  this  officer  hunted  the  wild 
boar.  On  the  firft  day  of  November,  he  brought  his  hounds 
and  all  his  hunting  apparatus  for  the  king's  infpe£lion:  and 
then  the  ikins  of  the  animals  he  had  killed  in  the  preceding 
feafon-  were  divided,  accoixling  to  a  fettled  proportion, . betwdca 
the  king,  himfelf,  and  his  attendants.  A  little  before  Chriftma* 
he  returned  to  the  court,  to  fupport  his  rank  and  enjoy:  his 
privileges.  During^  his-  refideiice  at  the  palace  he  was  lodged  in 
the  kiln-houfe,  whet'e:  corn  was  prepared  by  fire  for  the  dogs.- 
His  bugle  was  the  horn  of  an  ox,  valued  at  one  pound.  When-* 
ever  his  oath  was  required,  he  fwore  by  his  horn,  hounds,*  and 
leafhcs.  Early  in  the  morning,  before  he  put  on  his  bootsy 
and  then  only,*  be  was  liable  to  be  cited  to  appear  before  a  court 
of  judicature.  The  mafter.of  the  hounds,  or  any  other  perfon 
who  fhared  with  the  king,  had  a  right  to  divide,  and  the  king 
to  choofe.  It  was- his  duty  to  iaccompany  the  army  on  its 
march  with  his  horn  j  and  to  found  the  alarm,  and  the  fignal  of 
battle.  His  proteflion  extended  to  any  diflance  which  the  found 
of  his  horn  could  reach.  The  laws  declared,  that  the  beaver, 
th?  martin,, and  the  float  were  the  king's  property  wherever 

killed  i 
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killed  J  and  that  with  the  furry  (kins  of  thefe  animals  his  robes 
were  to  be  bordered.  The  legal  price  of  a  beaver's  jfkin  was 
ftated  at  ten  ftiillings/ 

The  Mead-brewer.  This  liquor,  which  was  the  wine  com-* 
monly  ufed  by  the  Welfh,  was  made  with  honey  mixed  in  a  vat 
with  boiling  water,  and  fpiccd.  The  wax  feparated  by  this 
procefe  from  the  honey,  vfras  partly  given  to  the  mead-brewer, 
and  partly  applied  to  the  ufes  of  the  hall,  which  w^as  the  re- 
fectory of  the  palace  j  and  to  thofc  of  the  queen's  dining 
apartment. 

The  Physician  of  the  Household,  was.alfo  a  praftitioner 
of  furgery.  In  flight  cafes  he  cured  the  king's  domeftics  without 
a  fee.  When  he  healed  a  common  wound,  he  claimed  the  torn 
and  bloody  garments  of  the  wounded  perfon.  When  the  brain 
was  laid  open,  the  bowels  in  iight ;  or  a  thigh,  leg,  or  arm  was 
fraftured ;  he  received  one  pound  for  the  cure.  He  was  entitled 
to  a  bond  from  the  family  of  his  patient ;  by  which  he  was  in- 
denmified,  if  death  fliould  enfue :  if  he  did  not  take  this  pre- 
caution, and  the  patient  happened  to  die,  he  was  liable  to  a  legal 
profecution.    He  always  attended  the  army  on  its  march. 


The  Cup-bearer,  had  charge  of  the  mead-cellar,  and  filled 
prefented  the  drinking-horns. 


*  Lord  Lyttelton,  furely,  was  not  apprifed  of  the  tefiimony  of  Howcri  iairt, 
4rheo  he  ridiculed  Giralduif'}  account  of  beavert  in  Wales  as  fabulous. 

The 
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The  Door-keeper,  whofe  duty  it  was  to  carry  mefiages  to 
the  king  and  his  court.  His  ftatioh  and  lodging  was  the  gate*- 
houfe.  He  was  required  to  know  perfonally  all  the  officers  of 
the  houfehold,  that  he  might  not  refufe  admittance  to  any  of 
them ;  which  ref ufal  was  confidered  aiid  puniflied  as  a  violation 
of  privilege.  If  he  deferted  his  poft,  and  happened  to  receive  any 
infult,  he  could  obtain  no  compenfation.  He  cleared  the  way 
before  the  king ;  and  with  his  rod  kept  off  the  crowd.  He  pre- 
fei-ved  the  hall  of  the  palace  free  from  intruders ;  and  did  not  fit, 
but  kneel  in  the  king's  prefenc^i.  The  door-keeper  of  the  palace^ 
and  the  door-keeper  of  the  royal  chamber,  lodged  with  the  gate- 
keeper in  the  gate-houfe« 

The  Cook,  to  wliofe  office  appertained  the  fkins  of  all  ani- 
mals flaughtered  for  the  ufe  of  the  kitchen.    He  always  carried- 
the  laft  di(h  out  of  the  kitchen,  and  placed  it  before  the  king  ^ 
who  immediately  rewarded  him  with  meat  and  drink. 

The  Sconce-bearer,  who  held  wax  tapers  when  the  king  fat 
in  the  hall,  and  carried  them  before  him  when  he  retired  to 
his  chamber. 

The  Steward  to  the  Queen  ;  this  officer  was  alfo  her 
tafter.  He  fuperiiitended  her  domeftics,  and  was  entertained  at 
her  table. 

The  Queen's  Chaplain,  who  was  alfo  her  fecretary  5  and 
received  a  fee  for  every  grant  or  inftrument  which  bore  her 

feal. 
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ieal.  He  was  alfo  entertained  in  her  dining  apartment,  and  fat 
oppofite  to  her  at  table.  He  was  entitled  by  his  office  to  the 
penitential  robes  which  the  queen  wore  during  lent.  He  lodged 
together  with  the  king's  chaplain,  in  the  facriftan's  houfe. 

The  Master  of  the  Horse  to  the  Queen,  was  in 
feveral  refpeds"  upon  the  fame  footing  with  the  Jking's  officer 
of  the  fame  name. 

The  Queen's  Chamberlain,  tranfafted  every  bufmefs  be- 
tween her  apartment  and  the  hall  of  the  palace,  and  kept  her 
wardrobe.  His  lodging  was  near  the  royal  chamber,  that  Tie 
might  be  in  readinefs  whenever  he  was  wanted. 

The  Woman  of  the  QueeiJ's  Chamber,  whofe  office  it 
was  to  fleep  fo  near  her  miftrefs,  as  to  be  able  to  hear  her 
fpeak  -though  in  a  whifper.  She  was  entitled  to  the  queen's 
linen,  hairlaces,  (hoes,  bridles,  and  faddles,   when  they  were 

laid  afide. 

» 

The  Door-keeper  to  the  queen,  lodged  in  the  gate-houfe. 

The  Queen's  Cook. 

"Ths  Queen's  Sconce-bearer. 

The  Groom  of  the  Rein  j  who,  when  the  mafter  of  the 
'3iorfc  was  abfent,  fupplied  his  place.  He  led  the  king's  horfe 
to  and  from  the  ftables,  brought  out  his  arms,  held  his  ftirnip 
.when  he  mounted  or  difmounted,  and  ran  by  his  fide  as  "his  page. 

An 
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An  Officer  to  support  the  King's  Feet  at  Banquets: 
he  was  the  foot-ftool  of  his  throne,  and  the  guard  of  his  perfon. 
There  was  one  in  every  cantrev. 

The  Bailiff  of  the  king's  demefne.  It  was  his  province  to 
judge  and  to  punifli  the  king's  private  vaffals ;  and  to  him  their 
hcriots  and  amercements  were  paid.  The  fervants  of  the  chan- 
cellor and  the  officers  of  the  revenue  drove  into  his  cuftody  the 
tribute-cattle;  and  by  him  the  king's  houfehold  was  fuppiied 
with  provifion. 


16 1 


The  Apparitor,  as  an  officer  of  the  houfehold,  flood  be- 
tween the  two  pillars  in  the  hall  -,  and  had  the  charge  of  the 
palace  during  entertainments,  that  it  might  not  fufFer  any  damage 
by  fire  or  otherwife.  He  appeared  likewife  in  another  capacity; 
conveying  the  fummonfes  and  citations  of  the  principal  court  of 
juftice.  He  carried -a  wand  as  the  badge  of  his  office;  and  claimed 
entertainment  at  every  houfe  to  which  he  was  fent :  when  the 
judges  were  fitting,  it  was  the  apparitor's  duty  to  filence,  or 
take  into  cuftody,  thofe  ofienders  whoxlifturbed  the  court* 

The  Gate-keeper  claimed  by  cuftom  a  ftiare  of  feveral 

things  carried  through  the  gate-houfe  to  the  palace.     State  pri- 

« 

foners  were  committed  to  his  cuftody.  He  afted  as  apparitor 
in  the  king's  demefnes.  He  provided  ftraw  for  the  beds  and  other 
ufes  of  the  royal  houfehold;  and  he  took  care  that  the  fires  were 
%hted. 


The 
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The  Watchman  of  the  palace  was  an  officer  who  guarded^ 
the  king's  perfon  while  he  flept.  To  him  were  given,  as  fymbols. 
of  his  duty,  the  eyes  of  all  animals  flaughtered  for  the  ule  of  the: 
palace  kitchen.  When  the  king,  and  the  officers  of  the  houfhold 
retired  to  fleep,  a  horn  was  founded  j  which  was  a  fignal  to  the 
watch-man  to  go  upon  duty.  In  the  morning,  when  the  palace 
gate  was  opened,  he  was  relieved.  From  that  time,  until  the 
horn  was  founded  again  at  night,  he  was  permitted  to  fleep;  and 
was  under  no  neceffity  of  performmg  any  other  fervice,  unlefs  he 
voluntarily  undertook  it  for  a  reward.  If  he  was  found  negligent 
or  afleep  during  his  watch,  he  was  fubjcft  to  heavy  punifliments. 

The  Wood-man  procured  fuel  for  the  ufes  of  the  houfehold^ 
He  alfo  flaughtered  the  cattle  for  the  royal  kitdien  with  his  axe^ 

The  Baker-woman. 

The  Palage-Smith  was  obliged  to  work  for  the  houfehoIA 
without  any  reward  j  except  when  he  made  a  boiling  pot,  the 
point  of  a  fpear,  the  wood-man's  axe,,  the  iron  work  of  the  gate: 
of  the  palace,  or  royal  caftle,  and  the  iron  work  of  the  mill.  It 
was  his  duty  to  ftrike  off  the  fliackles  of  prifoners  releafed  by 
the  court  of  juftice ;  and  he  received  a  fee  for  that  fervice.  Na 
other  fmith  was  allowed  to  exercife  his  trade  in  the  feme  commote 
with  the  pakce-fmith,  without  his  permiffion. 

The  Laundress. 

The  Chief  Musician  was  chofen  into  and  feated^  in  the^ 

chair  of  mufic,  for  his  fuperior  fldll  in  that  fcience,  by  the 

4  feifion. 
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feffion  of  the  bards  at  the  end  of  every  third  year.  When  his- 
term  expired,  if  he  had  maintained  lus  fuperiority,  he  was  f&- 
chofen.  He  was  the  only  pciibn*  ewept  the  dpmcftic  bard,  who 
was  allowed  to  perform  in  the  king's  prcfence*  He  was  lodged 
In  one  of  the  apartments  belonging  to  the  heir  apparent.  In 
the  hall  he  fat  next  to  the  judge  of  the  palace.  When  the  king 
defired  to  hear  mufic,  the  chief  mufician  fung  two  poems  ac- 
companied by  the  harp;  one  in  praife  of  the  Almighty,  the  other 
in  honour  of  princes  and  their  exploits ;  after  whicli  a  third  poem 
was  fiing  by  the  domeftic  bard.  His  emoluments  arofe  out  of 
fees  given  by  brides  on  their  nuptials  j  and  from  thofe  of  novices 
in  mufic,  when  they  were  admitted  to  the  praftice  of  their  pro- 
feffion.  The  Welfti  bards  were  ufually  accompanied  in  their  fongs 
hy  the  harp^  the  ci'wtb,  and  the  ilute.  They  frequently  addreffed' 
poems  to  their  princes  and  lords,  in  which  they  folicited  pre- 
ients ;  fuch  as  a  horfe,  a  bull,  a  fword,  or  a  garment ;  and 
they  were  feldom,  if  ever,  refufed. 

The  controller  of  the  revenues  had  the  privilege  of  bringing 
three  guefts  to  banquets  in  the  palace.  This  officer,  and  the 
chancellor,  received  all  the  honey,  the  fifti,  and  wild  creatures ; 
which  were  paid  as  tributes,  or  forfeited  to  the  king.  They  alfo 
received  a  third  part  of  the  income  ariiing  to  the  king  from  his 
tenants  in  villanage. 

These  were  the  difieroit  officers  of  whom  the  royal  houfc- 
hold  was  compofed.  They  were  free-holders  by  their  offices ; 
and  in  confequence  of  this  they  all  enjoyed  the  right  of  pro- 

Y  2  tcdtion ; 
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teftion  s  by  which  they  granted  criminals  a  temporary  fafety. 
On  the  head^  of  thefe  perfons,  and  on  all  their  members,  a  price 
was  fixed  by  the  laws.     They  received  for  their  wearing  apparel 
woollen  cloth  from  the  king,  and  linen  from  the  queen.     They 
were  all  affembled  by  the  found  of  a  horn. 


CIVIL   JURISPRUDENCE.. 

There  were  three  fpecies  of  courts;  each  of  which  enjoyed  a- 
diftinft  prerogative^  with  power  to  take  cogijifance  of  ofFences^^ 
and  tapunifh  them  :.  the  royal,  the  epifcopal^  and  the  abbatiaL 
When  a  perfon^  fubjefl:  to  one  of  thefe  jurifdiftions,  litigated/ 
with  aperfon  fiibjedl  to  another  5 .  the  caufe  was  tried  by  the  judges* 
of  thp  refpeflive  courts  conjundlively* 

The  royal  courts,  thofe  in  which  the  judges  fat  as  the  king's, 
fubftitutes,  were  diftinguilhed  into  four  kinds;    the  principal, 
court,  the.  courts  of  cantrevs^  courts  of  commotSy  and  extraordi- 
nary courts.     The  principal  court  was  ufually  held  at  the  king^a. 
chief  refidence. 

For  the  adminiftration  of  jiiftice  in  the  commofs  and  cantrevs'^ 
remote  from  the  principal  court,  inferior  j  udges  were  appointed^ 
with  the  title  of  chancellors ;  who  alfo  affifted  the  officers-  of '  re- 
venue, called  Meiri,  in  colle6ling  the  taxes.   Extraordinary  courts  > 
were  appointed  by  the  king  to  hear  and  determine  extraordinary 
caufes  5  and  to  remedy, the  abufes  which  had'arifen  from  ^  per- 

verfion  of  the  eftablifhed  laws. 

When 
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When  the  ordinary  judges  differed  in  points  of  law,  the- 
regular  and  fecular  canons  were  appointed  in  that  cafe  extraordi- 
»ary  judges* 

The  principal  courts  of  North  Wales  and  Powys  confided 
of  the  following  officers  appointed  by  the  king :  a  judge,  a  chan- 
cellor, a  provoft,  a  clerk  to  regifter  the  decrees  of  the  court,  and' 
an  apparitor  to  execute  them.  The  courts  of  South  Wales  had 
the  four  laft  mentioned  officers  j  with  feveral  judges  who  held 
their  offices  by  virtue,  of  the  land  they  poffeffed,  and  received 
no  fees. 

a 
I 

All  the  courts  were  fhut  iivfpring,  that  plowing  and >fo wing  > 
might  not  be  impeded  j  and  in  autumn  on  account  of  the  harveft.. . 
The  judges  were  guided  in  their  decifions,  .not  only  by  the  code 
of  national  laws, .  but  likewife  by  the  Brawd-lyfry '  or  Book  off 
Reports,  which  contained  precedents  of  the  proceedings  and  de« 
crees  of  their  predeceffors  ^  and  by  the  writings  of  Welfti.  lawyers, . 
alfo,  which  were  held  in  great  eflimation.   A  legal  caufe  was  .that . 
in  which  four  perlbns  or  parties  were  concerned :  the  king  to 
prefide,  the  judge  to  examine  and  determine,  the  profecutor,  and 
the. party  accufed.     The. accufing  party  was  bound  over  to  prof&r 
cute ;  the  party  accufed  was  obliged  to  find  fureties,  who  were 
imprifoned  during  the  pendency  of  the  fuit.     In  any  fuit  ciyil , 

»  The  Book  of  Triads,  and  the  Book  of  Reports,  were  priYatc  volume*   written - 
by  Wcllh  lawyers.     There  was  likewife  a  code  of  Wellh  laws,^  called  the  laws  of  i 
Bledd)n  ap  Cynvyn,  a  prince  pofteiior  to  Howcl.    If  an  aflion  was  brought  forward  . 
according  to  the  laws  of  Bleddyn,  the  judge  could  not  frame  his  judgment  by  the 
laws  of  Howelf  and  t/V#  *vfTfa^ 
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or  criminal,  a  clerical  plaiiitifF  muft  proceed  againft  a  lay  defendant 
in  the  king's  court;  and  of  confequence,  a  lay  plaintiff  muft 
profecute  his  fuit  againft  his  clerical  adverfary  in  the  eccleliaftical 

« 

court. 

Disputes  concerning  hereditary  right  were  frequently  decided 
by  fmgle  combat.    Three  forts  of  perfons,  by  the  laws  of  Wales^ 

m 

might  be  killed  with  impunity ;  a  madman,  a  foreigner,  and  a 
.leper.  No  perfoii  was  allowed  to  bequeath  his  property  by  tefta- 
nient ;  unlefs  to  the  church,  and  for  the  payment  of  debts. 

A  WIFE  was  not  allowed  by  law,  to  be  a  furety  for  her  hufband, 
or  an  evidence  for  or  againft  him.  A  married  woman  had  no 
difpofal  of  any  part  of  her  hulband's  property,  either  by  fale  or 
purchafe.  A  daughter  was  only  entitled  to  a  moiety  of  a  fon's 
fhare  of  the  father's  perfonal  property.  Land  and  buildings  were 
the  only  property  which  defcended  by  hereditary  fucceffion.  Perfo- 
Hal  effeftfi,  under  the  regulation  of  the  laws,  were  divided  among 
the  wife  and  children* 


OF  CAUSES  BETWEEN  SURETIES  AND  DEBTORS. 


A  DEBTOR  was  obliged  to  indemnify  his  furety  by  payment 
of  the  debt,  or  giving  a  pledge,  or  difavowing  the  bail.  In  a 
caufe  of  debtor  and  furety,  the  furety  was  required  to  fwear  that 
he  had  given  bail,  and  was  difcharged  from  his  fuit  and  bail ; 
if  he  refufed  to  fwear^  he  loft  the  caufe,  and  was  obliged  to  pay 

the 
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the  debt.  A  furety  was  indemnified,  only  by  payment  of  the 
whole  and  not  a  part  of  the  debt.  The  furety  was  not  bound  to 
difcharge  the  debt,  until  the  debtor  had  refufed  or  failed ;  but 
the  law  provided  againft  fuch  rcfufal  or  failure^  by  empowering 
the  furety  to  take  a  pledge  from  the  debtor  more  than  equivalent 
to  the  debt.  If  a  debtor  found  a  furety,  and  afterwards  fled  to 
an  afylum  to  evade  payment ;  the  law  in  that  cafe  deprived  him 
of  his  right  of  afylum.  Utenfils  of  the  church  could  not  be 
pledged.  The  bail  of  a  refponfible  perfon  could  not  be  refufed.. 
Notorious  drunkards,  lunatics,  hermits,  foreigners,  and  perfons 
in  holy  orders  were  incompetent  to  give  bail,  or  to  enter  into 
any  covenant,  a6tion,  or  perfonal  obligation ;  as  were  likewife 
monks  without  the  confent  of  their  abbots,  vaflids  without  the 
confent  of  their  lords,  fcholars  without  the  confent  of  their  pre- 
ceptors, fons  under  the  age  of  fourteen  without  the  confent  of 
their  fathers,  and  wives  without  the  confent  of  their  hufbands  ; 
except  ladies  of  manors,  giving  bail  for  their  vaflals. 

OF     COMPACTS- 

A  LEGAL  compaft  was  made  by  the  meeting  of  the  paitles  be- 
fore a  witnefs  j  declaring  to  him  the  nature  of  their  compaft, 
and  joining  their  hands  to  his,  under  a  promife  of  abiding  by  it» 
So  very  facred  was  a  compaft  confidered,  that  it  could  not  be  an- 
nulled even  by  an  exprefs  law. 


OP 
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»0F  THE  SEVERAL  CASES  IN  "WHICH  A  SINGLE 

'WITNESS  WAS  ADMISSIBLE. 

A  LORD,  in  a  caufe  between  two  of  his  vaffals,  in  which  he 
'  himfelf  was  not  concerned.  An  abbot,  between  two  of  his  monks. 
A  father,  between  two  of  his  fons.  A  judge,  concerning  his  own 
adjudication.  A  furety,  in  a  caufe  concerning  a  matter  for  which  * 
he  had  given  bail.  A  donor,  in  a  caufe  concerning  his  own  dona- 
•  tion ;  or  (according  to  other  manufcripts)  a  pricft  between  two 
of  his  parifliioners.  A  young  woman  concerning  her  own  vir- 
ginity.  The  public  herdfman  of  a  townftiip  concerning  the  herd 
or  flock  under  his  care.  A  thief  at  the  gallows  concerning  his 
accomplices. 

It  was  ufual  for  a  hufband  to  give  prefents  to  his  Avife  on 
the  firft  morning  after  her  marriage,  and  before  fhe  arofe  out 
of  bed ;  which  prefents  were  confidcred  as  her  own  property ; 
but  if  the  wife  neglefted  to  feife  this  favourable  opportunity, 
fhe 'Could  never  afterwards . demand  them.'  This  prefent  was 
c?S\^AEgweddi  or  CowylL 

In  cafes  of  divorces  among  the  Welfti,  an  ciqual  divifion  of 
property  took  place,  under  certain  limitations.  If  a  wife  was 
feparated  from  her  hulband  before  the  expiration  of  feven  years 
Ihe  was  entitled  to  enjoy  her  egweddi.     If  feparated  after  feven 

«  Howd  Dha,  chap.  I.  lib.  II.  p.  80,  88. 

years. 
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years^  (he  divided  with  her  huiband  all  his  property.  If  a 
wife  feparated  from  her  hufband  for  juft  caufes  ihe  retained 
her  egweddiy^  parapharnalia^  and  a  fine  called  gofyn.  A  widow 
on  the  death  of  her  hufband  divided  with  his  heirs  the  perfonal 
property.  When  a  hufband^  who  had  repudiated  his  firfl,  took 
a  fecond  wife,  the  former  was  at  liberty  to  marry  again.  A 
woman  was  allowed  to  leave  her  hufband  for  the  three  following 
caufes ;  leprofy,  had  breath,  and  impotency ;  but  in  thefe  cafes 
the  hufband  was  under  no  obligation  of  dividing  his  property 
with  the  woman. 

CRIMINAL      LAW. 

An  injury  done  to  a  fingle  woman  was  to  be  compenfated  by 
half  of  that  fine  paid  on  the  like  occafion  for  any  injury  done 
to  her  brother.  The  murder  of  either  a  married  or  fingle  woman 
was  to  be  atoned  for  by  half  of  the  fine  paid  for  the  murder 
of  her  brother.  For  adultery,  or  even  for  indecent  familiarities 
with  a  married  woman,  a  fine  was  to  be  paid  to  the  hufband 
by  the  male  offender.  The  forcible  violation,  or  cai'rying  away 
a  married  woman,  was  compenfated  by  a  triple  augmentation  of 
the  mulft.  A  married  woman,  allowing  indecent  familiarities, 
or  committing  adultery  with  another  man,  might  be  divorced 
by  her  hufband,  and  in  that  cafe  lofl  her  dower.  The  perfon 
who  forcibly  violated  the  chaflity  of  a  woman,  was  to  pay  a 
fine  of  twelve  cow5  to  the  king;  and  the  cuftomary  fine  to  the 
lord ;  and  if  the  woman  was  a  virgin,  he  was  then  to  pay  to  her 

I  Howcl  Dha,  chap.  L  Ub.  XL  p.  73* 

Z  her 
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her  paropharnaKa^  and  the  greateft  dower  that  could  be  exacted 
by  law;  together  with  the  mulfi  ufually  paid  for  violated  chaf* 
tity.'  If  either  a  man  or  a  woman  were  accufed  of  adultery, 
and  denied  the  charge ;  the  party  accufed  might  prove  his  in- 
nocence by  the  oaths  of  fifty  perfons  of  the  fame  fe)c»  who 
were  neither  flaves^  captives,  nor  aliens. 

Pebjuhy  was  puniihed  by  the  payment  of  a  mul£k  of  three 
cows  to  the  king. 

Whoever  bailed  a  criminal,  and  did  not  produce  him  at  the 
time  of  his  legal  appearance,  was  obnoxious  to  all  the  penalties 
to  which  the  criminal  himfelf  was  liable. 

The  fole  objedt  of  the  law  concerning  the  msdmingof  animals, 
was  complete  reftitution  to  the  owner ;  no  other  penalty  being 
annexed  to  that  offence* 

Forfeiture  of  land  was  incurred  in  the  three  following 
cafes.  A  vafTal  giving  notice  to  the  enemy  of  the  defign  of 
his  lord,  refpedling  any  intended  expedition.  Treafon  againft 
the  perfon  of  his  lord.    And  murder  fecretly  perpetrated.    But 

1  The  fereral  particulars,  for  wbich  the  author  is  indebted  to  the  laws  of  Howel, 
tre  here  inferted  from  the  text  and  Latin  tranflation  of  that  curious  code  publiihed 
by  Dr.  Wotton,  folio,  London,  Ann.  Dom.  1730.  The  author  fubjoins  no  re- 
ferences  to  the  chapters  or  pages  of  that  work,  whicli  is  the  only  edition  of  the 
Welfh  laws ;  becaufe  the  copious  and  accurate  index  annexed  to  it,  will  be  a  ready 
direction  to  the  reader,  who  i*  dcfirous  of  enquiring  more  particularly  into  the  fubjedt, 

if 
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if  the  offender,  by  flight,  fhould  efcape  jultice,  and  ihould  af- 
terwards be  recpncUed  to  his  lord,  he  mull  in  that  ca&  pay  a 
double  fine  j  but  could  not  recover  the  inheritance  of  his  land, 
unlefs  he  repaired  to  Rome,  and  there  <^  penance }  and  procured 
alfo  the  Pope's  letters  that  he  had  made  his  peace  with  Godi  and 
with  his  temporal  lord. 

There  were  three  caufes  for  which  a  mm  might  give  his 
wife  perfonal  correAion.  Wilhing  (hame  and  evil  to  his  beard. 
Committing  any  outrage  againft  his  perlbn.  And  for  engaging 
in  an  illicit  connexion  Avith  another  man.  If  the  huiband  took 
the  above  n\entioned  fatisfa£^ion»  of  correcting  his  wife,  he  for- 
feited thofe  privileges  which  the  law  otherwife  would  have  al- 
lowed  him. 


mm 


ON  the  death  of  Howel  Dha,  the  late  fovereign  of  the  united 
principalities  of  Wales ;  jeuav  and  Jago,  the  fecond  and  third 
fons  of  Edwal  Voel,  fetting  afide  from  the  fucceffion  their  eldeft 
brother  Meyric,  aflumed  the  government  of  North  Wales/ 
To  revenge  upon  the  fons  of  Howel  Dha  the  injuries  which  thefe 
princes  had  received  from  the  father,  they  invaded  South  Wales 
with  a  powerful  armyj  laying  claim  to  its  fovereignty  as  the 


>  Welih  Chron.  p.  591  6o. 

z  2 


eldeft 


A.  o. 

948. 
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cldeft  branch  of  the  Cynethian  line;  and  though  they  met 
with  a  fpirited  oppofition  on  the  Carno  mountains,  they  gained 
a  complete  viftory . '  The  year  following,  having  renewed  hof- 
tilities,  the  fame  princes  again  invaded  South  Wales,  and  defolated 

A.  D.    by  two  fucceflive  inroads  the  country  of  Pembroke.    The  fons 

9:52.    '    '' 

of  Howel  Dha,  colle6ling  their  utmoft  force,  laid  wafte,  m 
their  turn,  the  territory  of  North  Wales  as  far  as  the  river 
Conway.  To  check  this  invafion,  the  two  princes  Jeuav  and 
Jago,  oppofed  them  at  Llanrwft,'a  town  lituated  on  the  banks 
of  the  Conway;  where,  after  an  obftinate  battle,  in  which 
many  on  each  fide  of  confiderable  rank  were  flain,  fortune  de- 
cided as  before  in  their  favour  s  and  purfuing  their  enemies  into 
South  Wales,  they  deftroyed  the  country  of  Cardigan  with  fire 
and  fword.*  The  fons  of  Howel  Dha,  with  a  kind  of  re- 
taliative  juftice,  were  at  length  obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  power 
of  Jeuav  and  Jago ;  and  in  confcquencc  of  this  fuperiority,  thefe 

A.  D.  princes  remained  fome  years  the  entire  fovereigns  of  Wales.' 
958- 

Ambition  and  the  love  of  power  univerfally  prevail,  and,  in  the 
conquefl:  of  barren  mountains,  infpire  the  like  ardour,  with 
which  Alexander  contended  for  the  fovereignty  of  the  world. 

During  this  ufurpation,  and  probably  elated  with  the  fiiccefs 
of  their  arms,  the  kings  of  North  Wales  had  neglefted  to  pay 
the  tribute  which  was  due  to  the  crown  of  England  j  agreeably 
to  the  impolitic  inftitution  of  Roderic  the  Great,  and  the  more 
recent,  but  no  lefs  imprudent  regulation  in  the  laws  of  Howel 

»  Wclih  Chron.  p.  59,  6o»         *  Ibid.  p.  60,  61.  ^  Ibid. 

^  Dha» 
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Dha.    To  preferve  fuch  an  ornament  to  his  crown,  and  a  badge 
of  fubordination  fo  flattering  to  his  pride,  Edgar,  the  king  of 
England,  invaded  North  Wales  5  and  as  he  marched  through  the 
country  fpread  around  the  ufual  devaftations.    Being  acquainted    A.  D. 
with  the  injuries  both  countries  had  received  from  the  wolves, 
which  then  abounded  in  North  Wales,  and  deftroyed  fheep  and 
other -cattle ;  he  remitted,  with  fome  degree  of  liberality,  the 
ancient  tribute 5  and  only  exadted  the  yearly  payment  of  the 
heads  of  three  hundred  of  tho&  animals/    This  demand,  fo 
fingular  in  its  nature,  was  paid  by  the  WeUh  princes  during 
three  or  four  years ;  after  that  time,  the  wolves  being  nearly  ex- 
tirpated, this  country,  agreeably  to  the  liberal  defign  of  Edgar, 
ought  to  have  been  releafed  from  the  payment  of  any  future  tri- 
bute.*    Soon  after  this  event,   the  Irifti  made  a  defcent  upon 

the  ifland  of  Anglefey,  deftroyed  the  palace  at  AberfFraw,  and    A.  d* 

966*. 
flew  Roderic  the  youngeft  fon  of  Edwal  VoeL* 

The  union,  fo  long  fubfifting  between  the  princes  of  North 
Wales  in  a  joint  adminiftration  of  twenty  years,  was  at  this 
period  fatally  diflTolved;  an  event  foon  followed  by  a  feries  of 
crimes,  the  confequences  of  a  divided  fovereignty,  and  of  bofom 
friendfliip  foured  into  deadly  hatred/ 

In  confcquence  of  this  difunion,  by  force  of  arms,  Jago  feized 
the  perfon  of  his  brother  Jeuav,  and  configned  him  to  a  tedious 

*  Stowed  Chron.  p.  83.  printed  at  London,  A.  D.  1614.     Fabian's  Chron.  p.  249* 

*  W.  Malmibury,  p.  59,    Fabian,  p.  349,     Stowe's  Chron.  p.  S3.    Welfli  Chroo» 
p.  6i.  excepting  only  the  number. 

i  Welih  Chroua  p.  62.  4  Ibid» 

im«f 
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iihpri&hment.  And  Einion»  the  fon  of  Owen  prince  of  South 
Wales,  taking  advantage  of  thefe  domeftic  feuds,  annexed  to 
his  father^s  dominions  the  territdry  of  Gwyr,  in  Glamorgan- 
fhire/  To  addftill  more  to  the  diftrefles  of  the  country,  the 
A.  D.  Dahes  landed  in  Angleiey,  and  laid  wafte  the  diftri£l  about  Pen^ 
mon ;  and  foon  after,  in  another  enterprize,  they  gained  for  a 
time  the  polTeflion  of  that  ifland** 


969, 


972, 


These  commotions  having  fubfidcd,  Hovtrel,  the  fon  of  Jcuav 
the  captive  prince,  raifcd  an  army  to  deliver  his  father  out  ctf 
prifon;  and  to  take  vengeance  on  his  uncle  Jago  for  the  late  out*- 
rage  againft  natural  affefllon  and  juftice.  Under  the  mafk  of 
filial  pietyi  which^  however^  covered  the  moft  fatal  artibition, 
A.  D.  Howel  fucceeded  in  his  enterprife;  having  defeated  the  forces 
of  J^o,  and  obliged  him  to  abandon  his  territories.  He  like- 
wife  took  prifon&r  in  the  aftion,  Meyric,  his  eMefl  uncle  -,  and 
to  render  him  incapable  of  obftru6ling  his  defigns,  he  put  out 
his  eyes  5  a  fpecies  of  barbarity  common  in  that  age ;  and  in 
this  mifefable  condition  fufFered  him  to  languifli  in  prifon. 
Within  a  little  tirtte  aftfer  his  captivity^  this  prince  fortunately 
died ;  and  left  two  fons,  Edwal  tod  Jonaval.  Howel,  having 
proceeded  fo  far  in  the  progrefs  of  artibition,  and  too  much 
enamoured  of  power  to  relinquiih  it  eafily,  depofed  his  father ; 
though  he  releafed  him  from  the  horrors  of  a  tedious  imprifon- 
ment.' 

»  Wclfli  Ckroa.  p.  fa.  *  Ibid.  ^  Wclfli  Chron.  p.  6i,  63, 
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Ukder  colour  of  revenging  the  injuries  of  his  father,  Howel, 
by  a£):s  of  the  deepeft  injuftioe  and  crudty,  attained  to  the   a*  d« 
(bvereignty  of  North  Walw/ 

It  was  an  evil,  peculiarly  fatal  to  the  independency  of 
Wales,  and  produced  by  its  civil  diflenfions;  that  the  weaker 
party  ufually  fled  for  prote^ion  to  the  kbgs  of  En^and ;  and 
engaged  in  dieir  interefts  with  that  energy  of  fpirit,  which 
aiifes  from  a  hak  of  injury,  or  is  natural  to  men  whp  hav« 
much  to  hop@  from  the  confufion  of  a  ftate,  or  to  fear  from  its' 
juftice. 

After  the  defeat  of  Jago,  that  prince  had  retired  into£ng« 
land;  and  eafily  engaged  Edgar  to  reinftate  him  upon  the  throne. 
The  Englifti  king,  defircwss  of  fomenting  the  divificms  of  the 
Welfh,  or  of  giving  them  a  ibvereign  fubfervient  to  his  willj 
entered  into  Wales  with  an  army,  and  advanced  to  Bangor. 
Howelj  unable  to  refifl  his  force,  was  obliged  to  accede  to  the 
demand  of  the  EngUfh  prince  >  o£  allowing  an  equal  fhare  in  the 
fovereignty  to  his  uncle  Jago.  Affuming  a  fovereign  authority^ 
in  confequence  of  the  afcendency  he  had  gained,  Edgar  founded 
a  new  church  at  Bangor,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  cathedral, 
and  dedicated  it  to  the  Virgin  Mary  5  he  likewife  c(»ifirmed  the 
ancient  privileges  of  that  See,  and  endowed  it  with  land  and 
other  ^fts.*  To  humiliate  ftill  more  the  Welfh  princes,  he 
obliged  Jago  and  his  nqphew  Howel  to  accompany  him  to 

«  WcUh  Chrcm.  p,  64.  *  Wyanc'i  Hi*.  Wales,  p.  59.. 
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Chefter.  In  this  city,  agreeably  to  his  direftion,  he  was  met 
by  fix  other  fovereigns ;'  who,  all  of  them,  with  great  folemnity 
did  him  homage,  and  took  the  cuftomary  oaths  of  fealty  as  to 
their  lord  paramount.  This  ceremony  being  finifhed,  Edgar, 
attended  by  great  numbers  of  the  nobility,  feated  himfelf  at  the 
helm  of  his  barges  and  as  a  farther  mark  of  fubordination, 
commanded  thefe  eight  independent  princes  to  row  him  up  the 
Dee,  from  the  palace  where  he  refided  to  the  church  of  St.  John 
tlie  Baptift ;  whence  he  returned  in  the  fame  date,  after  divine 
fervice  was  ended/  This  inftance  of  feudal  arrogance,  fo  dif- 
graceful  to  regal  dignity,  marked  a  faftidious  fpirit  in  the  EngUfh 
king,  and  a  degree  of  barbarifm  ftill  remaining  in  the  Saxon 
manners. 

At  this  period,  Dunwallon,  the  prince  of  the  Strath-Clwyd 
Britons,  who  had  fettled  in  North  Wales;  intimidated  by  the 
cruel  ravages  of  the  Danes>  or  influenced  by  the  pious  fpirit  of 
that  age,  retired  to  Rome,  and  engaged  in  a  religious  life.' 
On  his  retreat,  that  fmall  flate  was  reunited  to  the  kingdom  of 
North  Wales  .-^ 

A.  D.        EiNioN,  the  fon  of  Owen  prince  of  South  Wales,  made  a 

976.  ^  ^  '^ 

fecond  inroad  into  the  country  of  Gwyr,  and  laid  wafte  that 

I  Kenneth  king  of  Scotland,  Malcolm  king  of  Cumbria,  Macon  king  of  Man, 
with  Dyfnwal,  Sifrethiis,  and  Ithel,  three  inferior  Welfh  princes. 

*  Selden's  Mare  Claufum,  p,  13 15.  Brompton's  Chron.  p.  869.  Matth.  Wcftm. 
p*  287. 

3  Humfrey  Lhuyd,  p.  69.     Wclfli  Chron.  p.  65.         *  Humfrey  Lhuyd,  p.  3^- 
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territory.  This  affront  would  have  been  feverely  refented  by 
Howel,  the  king  of  North  Wales,  if  his  arms  at  this  time  had 
not  been  dire6ted  againft  his  uncle  Jago,  who  was  in  opea 
hoftilities  againft  him.  With  an  army  confifting  of  Englilh  and 
Welih,  Howel  purfued  that  prince  to  the  extremity  of  Wales, 
and  at  length  took  him  prifoner ;  exhibiting  an  inftance  of  gen&- 
rofity  very  incon(iftent  with  himfelf>  by  allowing  his  uncle  Jago 
to  enjoy,  during  life,  his  portion  of  territory.'  But  fo  capricious 
was  this  tyrant  in  his  ideas  of  policy,  or  in  his  feelings  of  hu* 
inanity,  that  fbon  after  this  event,  he  caufed  his  uncle  Edwal 
Vychan  to  be  murdered ;  without  any  apparent  caufe,  except 
what  arofc  from  the  fuggeftions  of  jealoufy,  or  from  a  confciouf- 
nefe  of  guilt.  This  murder,  inftead  of  giving  tranquility  to 
Howel,  produced  frefti  caufes  of  fear,  and  a  new  object  of  terror 
fprung  from  the  Hydra's  head. 

Fired  with  the  deepcft  refentment,  and  with  the  hopes  of 
dilpofleffing  him  of  the  crown,  Conftantine  the  Black,*  the  fon 

^f  ]^S9^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^s  ^  prifoner  to  his  nephew  Howel, 
nufed  an  army  of  Danes ;  and  to  revenge  the  injuries  which  his 

ft 

family  had  received,  invaded  North  Wales,  and  laid  wafte  the    a.  d. 
ifland  of  Anglefey .  But  Howel,  who  was  not  deficient  in  bravery 
though  deftitute  of  other  virtues,  coUefted  his  forces ;  and  gave 
the  Danes  a  fignal  defeat  in  a  battle  fought  at  Gwaith  Hirbarth, 
in  which  young  Conftantine  his  coufin  was  flain,* 

«  Wynne's  Hift.  Wales,  p.  6a.  ♦  Cjjter^n  Ddu. 

.  »  WclihChron.  p.  65. 
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The  Danes,  mortified  with  the  difgrace  their  arms  had  re- 
ceived, renewed  hoftilities  -,  and  invading  South  Wales,  defolated 
the  territory  of  Pembroke,  and  demolifhed  the  church  of  St. 

A.  D.     David ;  but  having  fought  the  celebrated  battle  of  Llanwanoc^ 
981,      ^  *^ 

in  which  the  Welfh  army  was  probably  commanded  by  prince 
Einion,  they  were  forced  to  retire  out  of  the  country.'  The 
year  following,  Alfred,  earl  of  Mercia,  with  a  large  body  of 
Englifh,  invaded  South  Wales.  After  he  had  deftroyed  the  town 
of  Brecknock,  he  was  encountered  by  the  united  forces  of  the 
Welfh,  under  the  command  of  Howel,  king  of  North  Wales,  and 
Einion,  the  eldeft  fon  of  Owen,  prince  of  South  Wales  :  in  this 
battle  the  Mercian  prince  was  defeated,  and  the  greater  part  of 
his  army  cut  in  pieces.*  This  occafional  junction  of  the  Welfli 
princes,  and  the  profperous  exertion  of  their  force ;  might  have 
taught  them  the  falutary  efFefts  of  union,  and  the  expediency  of 
confolidating  the  national  ftrength. 


A.  D. 


A  COMMOTION  having  arifen  among  the  inhabitants  of  Gwent,' 
983«  who  were  aiming  at  independency ;  Owen,  the  prince  of  South 
Wales,  fent  his  fon  Einion  to  endeavour  by  perfuafion  to  reduce 
them  to  obedience  3  but  that  gallant  youth  found  a  raging  multi- 
tude as  little  capable  of  reafon  or  pity  as  the  ftormy  ocean  ;  and 
regarding  him  as  the  heir  to  the  crown,  and  confequently  as 
the  obje6l  of  their  fear  and  indignation,  they  tore  him  in  pieces. 
Thus  perifhed  by  an  ignoble  fate,  a  young  prince,  whofe  mili- 


«  Wynne's  Hift.  Wales,  p.  61.  »  Welfh  Chron.  p.  66. 

'  C  om^)rehcDding  parts  of  the  prefent  counties  of  Monmouth  and  Hereford. 
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tary  talents  and  other  virtues,  had  for  fome  time  very  ably  fup- 
ported  the  caufe  of  his  country.  He  left  two  fons,  Edwyn  and 
Tewdwr  Mawr ;  from  whofe  loins  defcended  feveral  of  the  princes 
of  South  Wales.' 

How  EL,  king  of  North  Wales,  availing  himfelf  of  the  leifure 
which  the  late  commotion  had  given  him,  increafed  his  army ; 
and  in  the  following  year  marched  into  England;  to  retaliate  on 
that  country  the  devaftations  which  the  incurfions  of  the  Eng- 
lifli  had  brought  upon  Wales.  In  this  expedition  he  was  flain,*  A.  D. 
fighting  againft  the  enemies  of  his  country,  with  a  gallantry  of 
ipirit  worthy  the  juftice  of  his  caufe;  but  little  fuited  to  the 
tenor  of  his  life,  which  has  marked  him  to  pofterity  as  a  favage 
and  ruthlefs  tyrant. 

A  LITTLE  before  this  period,  terms  of  agreement  were  entered 
into  by  the  legiflatures  of  England  and  Wales,  for  fecuring  the 
peace  of  the  borders;  which  might  feem  to  put  the  two  countries 
on  an  equal  footing  of  independency.' 

The  late  prince  Howel  dying  without  iffue,  his  brother  Cad- 
wallon,  the  fecond  fon  of  Jeuav,  took  upon  him  the  fovereignty 

»  Wclfh  Chron.  p.  66.  *  Ibid. 

)  Saxon  laws  publiihed  by  Wilkins,  p.  125.  from  lord  Lyttelton's  Life  Henry  11. 
▼ol.  II.  p.  39«  It  appears  however,  that,  during  the  reign  of  Howel  Dha,  this  prince 
bad  difpoflefled  Morgan  Hen,  the  lord  of  Glamorgan,  of  certain  didriiSis  in  that 
country ;  and  that  this  difpute  was  tried  by  Edgar,  king  of  England,  in  a  full  court 
of  the  prelates  and  nobility  of  England  and  Wales ;  when  the  land  in  difpute  way 
Adjudged  to  Morgan  Hen,  and  his  heirs.    Spelman's  Concilia,  p.4i4. 
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of  North  Wales  j  fctting  afidc  the  rightful  fucceffion  of  Edwal 
and  Jonaval,  the Tons  of  Meyric  his  eldeil  uncle.  Unfatisfied 
with  this  a6l  of  injuftice,  and  to  fix  himfelf,  as  he  thought^  more 
fecurely  upon  the  throne,  he  determined  on  the  deftru£lion  of 
his  coufins ;  a  praftice  very  common  with  ufurpers  j  who,  befides 
the  ufual  incitements  of  ambition,  are  urged  to  that  barbarous 
policy  by  the  principle  of  felf-prefervation.  Jonaval,  the  eldeft 
of  thefe  princes,  fell  into  his  hands,  and  was  privately  murdered ; 
but  Edwal  had  the  good  fortune  to  make  his  efcape ;  and  to  fee 
deferved  chaftifement  fall  upon  the  heads  of  thoie,  whole  injufl-ice 
and  cruelty  had  brought  fuch  calamities  on  his  family.  For 
Cadwallon  had  only  been  in  pofleflion  of  the  government  one 
year,  ahd  bis  hands  were  fcarcely  cold  from  the  blood  of  his 
kinfman  5  when  Meredydh,  the  fon  of  Owen,  the  rdgning  prince 
A.  D.  of  South  Wales,  invaded  his  dominions^  and  flew  that  ufurper, 
with  his  brother  Meync/ 

In  confequence  of  his  viftory,  Meredydh,  who  raled  in  Pov^s 
by  right  of  his  mother,  took  pofieflion  of  the  kingdom  of  North 
A.  p.  Wales.*  But  the  Danes  invading  Anglefey  ibme  time  after  this 
event,  and  having  taken  Lly warch  his  brother  prifbner,  with  two 
thoufand  of  his  men,  they  put  out  his  eyes.  Intimidated  by  this 
difafter,  and  wounded  by  the  cruel  fate  of  his  brother,  Meredydh 
fled  into  his  own  qpuntry ;  leaving  his  new  fubje£ts  expofed  to 
the  ravages  c^  the  Danes :  and,  to  heighten  their  calamities^ 
without  a  fovereign,  and  probably  without  any  regular  police,  a 

«  WcUh  Chron.  p.  67. 
^  Britifh  Antiq.  Revived  by  Vauehan  of  Hengwrt,  p.  (,  i4t 
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diftcmper  fell  on  their  cattle  y  which  raged  with  fo  much  violence 
^s  to  leave  very  few  remaining  in  the  country.' 

Jeuav,  the  fbn  of  Edwal  Voel,  died  at  this  time;  doling  the    a.  d. 
evening  of  his  days  in  peace  and  retirement  j  after  he  had  Ipcnt     ^^^' 
the  greateft  part  of  his  life  in  adtion^   and  amidft  the  ftorms 
of  ambition.* 

This  event  was  foon  followed  by  the  death  of  Owen,  the  fon 
of  Howel  Dha,  and  prince  of  South  Wales.'  Upon  his  deceafe, 
Meredydh  his  youngeft  fon  ;  difregarding  the  rights  of  his.  two 
nephews,  the  fons  of  Einion  his  eldeft  brother,  afiumed  the  reins 
of  government;  agreeably  to  the  licentious  Ipirit  of  theVimes, 
suid  the  irregular  courfe  of  fucceflion.^  In  the  beginning  of  his 
reign,  the  Danes  invaded  South  Wales ;  laid  wafte  the  country, 
and  deftroyed,  with  a  marked  animofity,  the  churches  of  St. 
David,  Llanbadam,  and  other  reli^ous  places.  Unable  to  check  • 
their  devaftations,  Meredydh  agreed  to  pay  them,  on  condition  a.  d. 
of  their  relinquifhing  the  country,  one  penny  for  every  perfon 
vvithin  his  dominions.*  But  this  tribute,*  fo  delufive  and  dif- 
honourable;  and  fo  miierable  a  fubfiitute  for  valour  and  exertion, 
was  never  paid,  it  may  be  recorded  to  their  honour,  by  any  of 
the  kings  of  North  Wales.  Soon  after  this  event,  Edwyn,  the 
nephew  of  Meredydh,  and  eldeft  fon  of  Einion  the  right  heir 
to  the  principality  of  South  Wales ;  having  engaged  in  his  intereft 

»  Wynne's  Hift.  Wales,  p.  6$.  •  Welfh  Chron.  p.  70.        j  Ibid.        ♦  Ibid. 

5  Wclfli  Chron.  p.  71,        »  It  was  called  Glwmaen,  the  tribute  of  the  black  army. 
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the  Saxons  and  Danes,  over-ran  that  country  with  a  great  army; 

and  obliged  the  principal  chieftains  to  acknowledge  his  fovereignty, 
A.  D.    and  to  give  him  hoftages  for  their  future  fidelity.     To  retaliate 

upon  Edwyn  this  invafion,  Meredydh  laid  wafte  the  lands  fub- 

je6t  to  the  authority  of  his  rival ;  but  on  a  fudden,  when  the 

flames  of  civil  war  had  defolated  the  country,  and  had  produced 
A.  D.    a  famine,  an  accommodation  took  place.     The  death  of  the  only 

fon  of  Meredydh,  which  happened  foon  after,  cemented  mora 

clofely  the  union  of  thefe  princes.' 

During  this  conteft,  North  Wales  had  been  left  without  a 
fovereign,  expofed  to  the  ravages  of  every  invader  i  and  in  confe- 
quence  the  Danes  landed  again  in  Anglefey,  and  laid  wafte  the 
whole  ifland.  On  this  emergency,  but  not  on  the  defertion  of 
Meredydh  5  a  caprice  only  to  be  accounted  for  from  the  Angular 
A.  D.  levity  of  the  times  -,  the  people  placed  Edwal,  the  fon  of  Meyric, 
and  the  right  heir  to  the  crown,  in  the  fovereignty  of  North 
Wales  5  the  lineal  fucceffion  having  been  fet  afide  by  the  late 
ufurj>ations.* 

On  the  acceffion  of  this  prince,  he  began  to  regulate  the  affairs 
of  his  kingdoms  and  to  place  his  fubjefts  in  fuch  a  pofture  of 
defence,  as  might  fecure  them  from  the  incurfions  of  the  Danes, 
or  of  other  invaders  3  and  he  fbon  experienced  the  falutary  efFefts 
of  fuch  a  wife  and  fpirited  conduct.'  For,  Meredydh,  prince 
of  South  Wales,  unwilling  that  his  new  dominions  fhould  be  (b 

»  WcUh  Chron.  p.  71.  *  Jbid.  »  Ibid.  p.  72. 

cafily 


992 


Book  IV. 


EDWAL    AP    MEYRIC. 


183 


eafily  torn  from  him,  invaded  North  Wales  with  a  powerful  army; 
and  having  advanced  to  Llangwm,  in  the  prefent  county  of 
Denbigh,  he  was  met  by  Edwal,  and  entirely  defeated ;  loiing 
in  the  aftion  his  nephew  Tewdwr  Mawr,  the  youngeft  fon  of 
the  late  prince  Einion.'  The  profperity  of  Edwal  was  of  fhort 
duration.  He  had  fcarcely  returned  into  his  own  dominions, 
elated  with  fuccefs,  and  exulting  in  the  hopes  of  enjoying  his 
dominions  in  peace;  when  Swane,  a  Danifli  chieftain,  landed  in 
North  Wales.  Edwal,  difdaining  to  purchafe  an  uncertain  tran- 
quility at  the  expence  of  his  honour,  determined  to  expel  the 
Danes  by  force  of  arms,  or  to  perifli  in  the  enterprife.  In  this 
gallant  attempt  he  was  flain,  leaving  an  only  fon  called  Jago/    . 


A.  D. 
993* 


Soon  after  this  event,  the  Danes  ravaged  again  the  city  of  A.  d. 
St.  David  j  flew  the  bifliop  of  that  diocefe  j  and  meeting  with  no 
refiftance,  laid  wafte  the  adjacent  terrritory.  Unable  to  ^ve  a 
check  to  their  ravages,  and  perhaps  afliamed  of  his  late  timid 
and  unavailing  policy,  Meredydh  funk  under  the  calamities  of 
his  country,  and  died  of  grief  s  leaving  only  a  daughter  named 
Angharad,  married  to  Llewelyn  ap  Seifyllt ;  and  after  his  death 
to  Cynvyn  Hirdref.  By  each  of  thefc  hufl)ands  ftie  had  chil- 
dren, whofe  different  claims  occafioned  great  civil  commotions 
in  Wales.' 


Llewelyn  ap  Seisyllt,  by  right  of  his  wife,  fuccceded  ta 
the  principality  of  South  Wales.* 


*  Wclfli  Chron.  p.  71.  •  Ibid.  p.  73, 


'  Ibid. 


Ibid.  p»  831 
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This  part  of  the  hiftory  of  Wales  is  only  a  recital  of  reciprocal 
inroads  and  injuries,  a  feries  of  oljeds  unvaried  and  of  little 
importance,  which  pafs  the  eye  in  a  fucceflion  of  cold  delinea- 
tions 5  like  the  evanefcent  figures  produced  by  the  camera  obfcura. 
The  charafters  and  events  are  not  brought  diftinftly  into  view, 
nor  are  they  fufficiently  explained;  to  enable  the  hiftorian  to  judge 
of  thdr  proportions,  their  beauty,  or  defe6ls ;  whence  he  can 
neither  devclope  the  principles  of  aftion,  nor  trace  the  conne6lion 
of  caufes  with  ^efFcifis,  by  leading  incidents,  or  by  the  general 
fprings  which  govern  human  affairs.  There  is  therefore  danga* 
left  the  reader,  whofe  eye  has  been  accuftomed  to  more  brilliant 
fcenes,  fhould  turn  away  in  difguft  from  a  field,  fo  fterile  in  itfelf, 
and  which  yields  fo  little  to  the  arts  of  cultivation. 

Jago,  the  fon  of  Edwal  the  late  king  of  North  Wales,  being 
fet  afide  in  the  fucceffion  on  account  of  his  tender  years,  leveral 
competitors  arofe ;  and  in  confequence  North  Wales  exhibited 
many  years  a  fcene  of  the  utmoft  confufion.  The  mofl  eminent 
of  thefe  rivals  were  Cynan,  the  fon  of  Howel,  defcended  from 
the  royal  line ;  and  a  chieftain  of  the  name  of  -flEdan  ap  Ble- 

^  gored,  who  founded  his  pretenfions  to  the  crown  folely  on  his 

ambition  and  valour.  Two  rival  chiefs,  of  warlike  and  irafcible 
manners,  are  feldoni  difpofed  to  adjuft  their  claims  by  the  flow 
procedures  of  negotiation  or  policy ;  but  refer \hem  to  the  more 
prompt  decifion  of  the  fword,  the  chief  arbitrator  of  rights  in 
thefe  turbulent  ages.     In  a  battle  which  immediately  enfued, 

A.  D.  Cynan  was  flain ;  and  in  confequence  iEdan  ap  Blegored  was 
'®^^'     proclaimed  fovereign  of  North  Wales.' 

>  Welfli  Chron.  p.  74,  83. 

Having 
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Having  aflumed  the  government,   no  remarkable  incident 

occurred  for  forac  years ;  until  the  prince  of  South  Wales  in-    A,  D. 

1015. 
vading  JEdzns  dominions,  difpoffeffed  him  of  his  royalty  and 

life.  The  four  fons  of  the  ufurper  were  alfo  flain  in  the  fame 

battle  with  their  father. 


Llkwelyn  ap  Seisyllt,  in  confequence  of  his  victory,  and 
<lifregarding  the  rights  of  Jago  the  fon  of  Edwal,  took  upon 
him  the  government  of  North  Wales;  annexing  that  dignity  to  a.  du 
the  two  other  principalities.  This  prince,  maternally  defcended  '^^^' 
from  the  royal  blood  of  Wales,  had  fome  colourable  pretence 
for  his  ambition ;  his  mother  Trawft  being  the  daughter  of 
Elis,  the  fecond  fon  of  Anarawd,  who  was  the  eldefl:  fon  of  Rx)- 
deric  the  Great." 

The  wife  adminiftration  of  Llewelyn  foon  produced  national 
profperity.  To  exprcfs  the  felicity  of  his  reign,  con  traded  with 
the  preceding  times,  we  are  told,  "  that  the  earth  brought 
"  forth  double ;  that  the  people  profpered  in  all  their  affairs, 
*'  and  multiplied  wonderfully;  and  that  the  cattle  increafed  in 
"  fuch  numbers,  that  there  was  not  a  poor  man  in  Wales, 
'*  from  the  fouthern  to  the  northern  fea ;  but  every  man  had 
*'  plenty,  every  houfe  a  dweller,  and  every  town  inhabitants."* 
The  flight  touches  which  hiftory  has  given  of  the  character  of 
Llewelyn,  prefent  him  in  an  amiable  point  of  view.  His  talents 
for  war  and  for  command,   his  love  of  order  and  of  juftice; 

f  Brit.  Ant,  Rcviv.  by  Vaughan  of  Hcngwrt,  p.  14,    Wynne*!  Hift.  Wales,  p.  79, 

»  Welfh  Chron.  p.  84. 

B  b  which 
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which  had  enabled  him  {o  early  to  diffufe  happinefs  among 
his  fubje6ls,  ought  to  have  rendered  him  the  objeft  of  their 
warmeft  aflfe6tions«.  But  ib  little  civilized^  and  fo  turbulent  were 
the  Welfli ;  delighting  more  in  war  than  in  the  habits  of  culti- 
vated life,  that  they  treated  with  coldnefs  and  ingratitude  a  fove- 
rdgn,  whofe  qualities,  in  a  milder  period,  woald  have  rendered 
him  the  object  of  love  and  veneration. 

K  D.  The  firft  appearance  of  difafieftion  broke  out  in  the  rebellionr 
of  Meyric,  a  chieftain  of  eminence ;  but  was  eafily  checked  by 
Llewelyn,  who  fltw  the  traitor  with  his  own  hands,  and  de- 
featcd  his  forces  J  So  alienated  fronl  their  loyalty  were  the  peo- 
pie  of  South  Wales,  that  they  engaged  a  Scotfman  of  mean 
birth  to  be  the  initrument  of  their  defign;  impofing  him  upoa 
the  world  as  the  fon  of  their  late  prince  Meredydh  ;,  and  by  the 
name  of  Rhun,  the  difafFefled  chieftains  proclaimed  this  im-- 

A.  D.  poftor  their  ibvereign/  The  annals  of  thefe  times  do  not  ex- 
plain the  motives  of  this  extraordinary  procedure  >  nor  are  we 
able  from  fuch  a .  chaos  to  throw  any  light  upon  the  caufes  oC 
the  revolt;  except  from  the  refentment  which  his  fwbjefts  in 
that  country  might  feel,  becaufe  Llewelyn,,  having  been  man^t 
years  their  fovereign^  had  for  ibme  time  taken  up  his  refidence  in^; 
North  Wales.     That  prince,  having  intelligence  of  the  rebellion,. 

ft 

coUefted  his  forces,,  and  marched  into  South  Wales,  to  give  aa 
early  check  to  the  evil  at  its  fource  f  and  having  advanced  to 
Abergwili  in  Caermarthenihire,  he  found  the  whole  power  of 

»  Welih  Chron.  p.  Sj.  •  Ibid. 

4  the 
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the  counlry,  waiting  his  approach,  under  the  command  of  the 

» 

newly  created  prince.  At  the  moment,  when  the  two  armies 
were  going  to  engage,  Rhun  ehcouraged  his  foWiers  by  a  con^ 
fident  afllirance  of  viftory;  after  which  he  privately  retired  out 
of  the  battle.  Llewelyn,  boldly  confronting  the  danger^  and 
placing  himfelf  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  led  them  on  to  the 
charge ;  calling  aloud  upon  the  Impoftor,  whofe  cowardice  fo 
little  juftified  the  charadter  he  had  affumed.  This  battle. was 
bloody,  and  on  each  fide.difputed  with  great  Ipiritj  for  ftrange 
as  it  may  appear,  the  rebels  fought,  with  a  determined  bravery, 
for  a  defpicable  coward,  and  for  an  idol  of  their  own  raifing  i 
while  the  royalifts  were  fcarcely  animated  in  the  caufe  of  their 
ibvereign,  a  native  of  their  countiy,  and  of  fuch  incomparable 
merit.  At  length,  the  troops  of  Llewelyn^  fired  with  the  extra^ 
ordinary  valour  of  their  prince,  and  afhamed  to  be  defeated  by 
men  over  whom  they  had  been  often  vi^orious,  made  a  vigorous 
effort ;  which  put  the  enemy  to  flight ;  and  the  Impoftor,  not- 
withftanding  the  addrefs  he  had  made  ufe  of  to  fave  his  life,  was 
overtaken  and  fldn  in  the  purfuit.  Having  thus  fortunately 
put  an  end  to  the  rebellion,  Llewelyii  ap  Seifyllt  returned  into 
North  Wales/ 

The  fmall  remainder  of  his  days  this  prince  paiSed  in  tran- 
quility ;  but  his  great  and  virtuous  qualities  could  not  exempt 
him  from  the  defHny  which  ufually  attended   the  princes  of 

*  W«ltti  Chron.  p.  85, 86. 

B  b  2  Wale». 
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^D.  Wales.  For  Howel  and  Meredydh,  the  fons  of  Edwyn,*  whofe 
family  for  fbmc  years  had  been  fet  afide  in  the  fucceflion  of 
South  Wales,  engaged  in  a  confpiracy  againft  him ;  and  either  by 
their  emiffaries,  or  with  their  own  handsi,  aflaffinated  this  brave 
and  amiable  prince.  He  left  only  one  fon  of  the  name  of  Gryf- 
fydh.'  This  prince  ereftcd  the  caftle  of  Rhuddlan,  in  which 
palace  he  ufually  refided  ;  and  which  afterwards  continued  to  b« 
the  royal  refidence  during  the  life  of  his  fon.* 

The  principle  of  evil  which  eventually  deftroyed  the  Britifh 
empire,  ftill  remained  in  the  political  conftitution  and  in  the 
national  charafter  of  the  WeMh  -,  preying,  like  a  worm  at  the 
root,  on  the  vital  powers  of  their  different  ftates  -,  and  by  uni- 
form and  flow  degrees  working  their  decline  and  ultimate  ruim 
Befides  other  caufes  of  national  decay,  there  was  one  -y  which^ 
though  a  ftriking  defefl  in  their  anceftors  the  Britons,  was  not 
inherent  in  their  own  government  or  manners ;  and  that  wasj 
except  in  a  fingle  inftance,  a  total  inattention  to  their  naval 
power ;  although  its  utility  was  apparent  from  their  maiitime 
fituation,  and  alfo  from  the  late  example  of  Alfred.  That,  a 
prince,  like  Llewelyn,  of  ability  and  vigour,  and  who  was 
anxious  to  promote  the  happinefs  of  his  people,  fliould  have 
neglected  fuch  an  obvious  mode  of  defence,  is  a  proof  that 

*  Ap  Einion   ap  Owen  ap   Howcl  Dha.     The    word  af,   which  fo    frcquentl/ 
occurs  In  WelHi  names,  fignifies  a  /on, 

I  Welfh  Chron.  p.  85,  86. 

»  Dr.  Powers  Notes  on  Giraldus  Cambrcnfis  Itiner.  Cambra,   cap.  X.  p.  21^. 
Caindcn*s  Brit,  p,  687. 
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he  poffefled  no  extent  of  genius,    or  that  his  refources   were 
limited. 

The  odium  naturally  excited  by  the  murder  of  Llewelyn  ap 
Seifyllt,  precluded  Howel  and  Meredydh  from  any  chance  of  at- 
taining to  the  fovereignty  of  North  Wales ;  and  afforded  Jago 
the  ion  of  Edwal  ap  Meyric,  whofe  title  had  funk  under  the 
popularity  or  vigour  of  the  late  prince,  a  favourable  opportunity 
of  obtaining  poffeffion  of  the  crown ;  from  which  his  family,  a.  d. 
lineally  defcended  from  Roderic  the  Great,  had  been  long  un- 
juiUy  excluded.' 

Rhytherch,  the  fon  of  Jeftin,  by  fbrceof  arms,  had  aflumed 
the  government  of  South  Wales.  The  two  brothers,  Howel  and 
Meredydh,  difappointed  in  their  views  upon  one  kingdom,  and 
excluded  their  rightful  fucceflion  in  their  own  principality,,  were 
forced,  through  mere  inability,  to  remain  fome  years  in  quiet  j 
but  having  engaged  in  their  fervice  a  body  of  Irifh  Scots,  they 
defeated  and  flew  the  ufurper ;  and  in  their  joint  names  took 
upon   them  the  government  of  South  Wales.     The  fons  of    A,  d., 

r  r  1031.. 

Rhytherch,  having  raifed  frefh  forces,  fought  another  battle 
at  Hyarthwy  witli  the  princes  of  South  Wales  j,  but  with  no 
better  fuccefs  than  their  father  had  experienced  ^  their  army  being 
£0  effedually  routed,  that  for  many  years  they  were  unable  to 
fupport  their  pretenfions  to  the  crown/  Thefe  Vi6lories  might 
have  fecured  to  Howel  ^and  Meredydh,  the  quiet  poffeflion  of 
their  dominions;  if  the  fpirit  of  revenge,  kept  alive  in  that  age. 

'  Welfti  Chron.  p.  &7,  88.  »  Ibid.  p.  87,  88..  ] 
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hy  every  incitement  which  influence  the  paflions,  had  not  re- 
taliated on  thefe  princes  the  murder  of  Llewelyn  ap  Scifyllt  $ 
A.  D.  for  the  nephews  of  that  prince  engaged  in  a  confpiracy  againft 
them,  aflaflinated  Meredydh/  and  forced  Howel  the  other  bro- 
ther into  exile.*  The  feelings  of  humanity  are  wounded  at 
;the  recital  of  fuch  horrid  barbarities  j  and  webaften  with  pleafore 
to  a  period,  when  the  virtue  of  a  few  individuals  influenced  the 
tide  of  affairs,  and  turned  it  from  the  loweft  ebb  of  weaknefs 
iind  mifery,  to  a  flow  of  national  profperity. 

Gryffydh  the  fon  of  Llewelyn  ap  Seifyllt,  had,  by  thistime, 
■attained  to  the  age  of  manhood ;  and,  already  weary  of  wafting 
-his  aflive  fpirit  in  the  ihade  of  i-etirement,  he  refolved  to  em- 
ploy it  in  the  glorious  attempt  of  recovering  his  father's  throne. 
His  youth  and  aftivity,  and  the  popular  memory  of  his  father, 
with  the  pleafing  and  flattering  profpeft  of  novelty,  united  the 
public  voice  in  his  favour.  But  Jago,  the  reigning  king  of 
North  Wales,  not  of  a  fpirit  to  relinqulfli  cafily  the  charms  of 
royalty  and  his  indubitable  right,  collefting  all  the  force  he  was 
able,  attempted  with  great  courage  to  oppofe  the  popular  current ; 
^-  ^*  his  army,  however,  was  defeated  by  GryfJydb^.  and  he  himfelf 
ilain  in  the  aftion,  leaving  an  only  fon  named  Cynan.* 

Gryffydh  ap  Llewelyn,  was  fcarcely  feated  on  the  throne, 
when  the  united  forces  of  the  Engli£h  and  Danes  entered  into 
Wales.     With  a  promptnefs  of  courage,  natural  to  his  years 

«  WelfhChron.  p.  88.     ^  Wynne's  Hift.  Wales,  p.  85.      '  WelfliChron.  p.  89. 

and 
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and  chara£ler,   the  young  prince  advanced  to  the  frontier  of 
his  kingdom  ;  and  meeting  the  confederates  at  Crosford  on  the   • 
banks  of  the  Severn,  he  entirely  defeated  their  forces/     Elated 
with  fuccefs,  he  proceeded  thence  into  South  Wales ;  and  march-- 
ing  through  that  prihcipality,  received  the  fubmiffion  of  the 
inhabitants  y  having,  a  fecondtime,  driven  Howel,  thefurviving 
brother,   out  of  his  dominions.     But  that  prince,   retiring  to 
Edwyn,  the  brother  of  Leofric  carl  of  Chefter,  raifed  by  his 
means  an  army  of  Englifh  and  Danes;  with  which  he  marched 
into  Wales  againft  GryfFydh.    Fortune,    however,  continuing 
propitious,  that  prince  overthrew  the  foreigners,  flew  Edwyn, 
and  again  forced  Howel  to  a  precipitate  flight.*     Soon  after  thisi 
▼idory,  GryflFydh  returned  into  Noiih  Wales.' 


103SW 


Howel   the  prince  of  South  Wales,  having  reinforced  his   a.  d. 
army,  made  another  attempt  to  recover  his  dominions  \  and  too 
&nguine  of  fuccefs,  he  brought  his  wife  into  the  field,. to  fliare 
in  the  triumphs  of  a  viftory  he  was  in  full  expectation  of  ob- 
taining,*    Gryffydh  receiving  intelligence  of  this  event,  marched; 
with  his  ufual  celerity  into  South  Wales  ;  and  meeting  Howel : 
at  Pencadaer  in  Caermarthenfliire,  he  there  gave  him  battle, 
and  entirely  defeated  his  army.     The  unhappy  prince  cfcaped' 
with  difficulty  J  and,   to  render  his  fate  more  deplorable,  his 
wife  was  taken  prifoner,  and  fell  into  the  hands  of  his  rival. 
The  beauty  of  this  lady  captivated  the  heart  of  her  conqueror. 
Iiifl:ead  of  protecting  her  honour,  or  yielding  up  this  princcfs  to 

t  Wclfh  Chron.  p. 90.  *  lbid,,p.  9t*  J  Ibid.  ♦  Ibid. 
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>her  injured  hufband,  flie  was  detained  by  GryfFydh  as  his  con- 
cubine/ In  times  lefs  favage  than  thefe,  fuch  an  a(5lion,  mea- 
ilired  by  civilised  ideas  of  heroifm;  incapable  of  offering  violence 
to.weaknefs,  or  of  infulting  the  feelings  of  a  vanquiftied  enemy ; 
would  have  been  received  with  general  abhorrence.  But  it  does 
not  appear,  that  GryfFydh  loft  any  reputation  with  his  fub- 
je6ls;  the  Welfh  regarding  whatever  they  had  taken  in  war, 
jeven  the  wives  of  the  vanquifhed,  as  the  lawful  property  of  the 
iconqueror.*  So  great  is  the  force  of  habit  upon  the  human  mind^ 
z%  to  counteract  the  firft  and  the  nobleft  principles  of  nature  and 
religion. 

Stung  with  the  Tceen  refentment  which  fuch  injuries  would 
A.  D.    naturally  excite,  Howel  came  the  third  time  into  South  Wales; 
iii  hopes  of  revenging  the  late  infult  upon  his  honour,  and  by 
another  brave  effort  to  recover  his  wife  and  his  crown.     He 
had  not  been  there  long  before  a  large  body  of  foreigners  landed 
■  in  tlie  Country ;  wliQ,  fpreading  themfelves  abroad,  committed 
^great  depredations.     Howel^  though    defirous  of  referving  his 
.ftrength  for  the  main  conteft  with  the  king  of  North  Wales, 
could  not  be  indifferent  to  their  ravages  ;  but  with  much  gal- 
.lantry  of  fpirit,  and  with  an  honeft  defire  of  conciliating  the 
.  affedions  of  the  Welfh,  he  fuddenly  attacked  the  foreigners,  and 
forced  them  with  great  lofs  to  retire  to  their  fliips.' 

In  the  courfe  of  thefe  events  the  attention  of  GryfFydh  ap 
Llewelyn  had  been  engaged  in  an   affair  of  fome  importance. 

I  ^^^elfli  Chron.  p.  gu      *  Lord  Ly  ttdton's  Henry  II.      J  Welfh  Chroiu  p.  9^. 

Cynan, 
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Cynan,  the  fon  of  Jago  ap  Edwal,  who  on  his  father's  death  had 
fled  into  Ireland  for  fafety ;  having  engaged  in  his  intereft  the 
king  of  Dublin,  whofe  daughter  he  had  married,  landed  in  North 
Wales ;  and  either  by  accident,  or  by  a  ftratagem  of  his  own, 
contrived  to  take  Gryffydh  prifbner.  But  the  Wel(h,  being  ap- 
prifed  of  the  difafter,  and  anxious  for  the  fafety  of  their  king, 
purfued  the  Irifh ;  recovered  him  out  of  their  hands ;  and  follow- 
ing them  with  great  flaughter  to  their  fhips,  obliged  them  to  re- 
turn into  Ireland.' 


'93 


How  EL,  the  prince  of  South  Wales,  by  the  affiftance  of  the 
Danes,  and  of  thofe  friends  who  ftill  adhered  to  his  fortunes  ; 
raifed  luch  a  force  as  might  enable  him  once  again  to  make  head 
againft  Gryffydh.  That  prince,  alive  to  his  interefts,  and  that 
his  own  territories  might  not  be  rendered  the  feat  of  war,  inftantly 

marched  into  the  enemy's  country ;  and  defeating  the  forces  of  a.  d, 
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his  rival,  purfued  them  to  the  fource  of  the  Towi,  a  river  in 
Caermarthenfhire ;  where  a  fccond  adion  more  bloody  than  the 
former  erifued  j  in  wliich  the  unfortunate  Howel  was  flain,  and 
the  greater  part  of  his  army  cut  in  pieces/  Thus  was  the  full 
meafure  of  vengeance  poured  upon  tlie  lieads  of  this  piince  and 
Hs  family,  for  the  murder  they  had  lately  committed  on  Llewelyn 
ap  SeifyHt,  •  ^ 


New  competitors  arofe,  on  the  death  of  Howel,  to  diipute 
with  Gryffydh  the  Ibvereignty  of  South  Wales.     Thefe  were  tlie  • 


Welfli  Chron.  p.  93. 
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fons  of  Rhytherch  ap  Jeftyn  5  who  affcrted  their  claim  ta  that 
principality,  becaufe  their  father  for  a  little  time  had  enjoyed 
,  its  government.  Their  pretenfions^  were  oppofcd  by  GryfFydh, 
with  his  ufual  aftivity  and  vigour  j  but  not  with  the  fame  de- 
cifive  good  fortune  ;  for  after  a  bloody  and  obftinate  engagement 
which  lafted  until  iilght,  both  armies,  equally  fatigued  and  un- 
willing to  renew  the  combit,  returned  to  their  relpedlive  coun- 
tries in  order  to  colleft  reinforcements/  Excepting  a  flight 
infurreflion  which  was  eafily  repelled,  the  two  States,  however^ 
enjoyed,  under  the  dominion  of  GryfFydh,  from  caufes  not  ac* 
counted  for  in  the  Welfh  annals,  a  feafon  of  unaccuftomed 
tranquility. 

It  was,  probably,  during  this  interval  of  peace,  that  Gryffydh 
appears  to  have  paid  fome  attention  to  naval  concerns,  by  pro- 
curing from  a  foreign  country  a  few  fhips  of  war,  which  were 
manned  by  foreign  failors.  Though  the  motives  do  not  appear 
which  induced  him  to  an  undertaking  fo  novel  to  the  Welfh ; 
yet  it  arofe,  no  doubt,  from  the  obvious  policy  of  fecuring  from 
ravages  the  maritime  parts  of  his  dominions}  and  of  importing 
corn  and  other  provifion  from  foreign  markets.* 


A.  D. 


Cynan,  the  fon  of  Jago  ap  Edwal,  having  remained  quiet  in 

■^5^*    Ireland,  fince  his  late  fruitlefs  attempt,  coUe£tc^  a  body  of  troops 

among  his  Irifli  adherents  s  with  a  view  to  recover,  if  poflible, 

his  inheritance,  and  hereditary  dignity  of  his  family  i  but  ap- 

•  Welih  Chrotf;  p,  91,  >  hoii  Lyttehvn't  Life  cif  HexH7  IL 
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preaching  the  coaft  of  North  Wales,  there  fuddenly  arofe  a  vio-^ 
lent  florm  \  which  deftroyed  or  difperfed  his  fleet  in  fuch  a  man- 

> 

ner,-  as  to  render  the  expedition  inefle£tual/ 

0 

This  interval  of  peace  little  fuiting  the  warlike  ipirit  of  Gryf- 
fydhi.he  made  an  inroad  into  tlie  marches  about  Hereford;  and 
was  oppdfed  by  the  Engliih,  and  by  a  Norman  garrifbn  in  that 
caftle.  But  the  conteft  having  ended  in  favojur  of  the  Welfli  a.  d* 
prince,  he  returned  into  his  own  dominions  enriched .  with  the 
ipoijs  of  the  country.* 
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Rhys,  the  brother  of  GryfFydh  king  of  North  Wales,  a  man 
.of  a  bold  and  enterprifing  fpirit,  haying  committed  frequent 
depredations  in  the  Englifh  march^,  had  become,  on  that  ac*- 
count,  theobge^  of -particular  refentment.  Being  defeated  and 
taken  prifoner  in  an  incurfion  he  had  mad&  on  the  borders ;  he 
was  put  to  death  at  Biilundune,  by  tlie  commaijd  of  king  Edward 
.  the  Confeflbr,  who  in  this  inftance  aflumed  a  fovereign  authority;  a.  d. 
and  his  head  was  fent  to?  that  prince,  who  then  kept  his  court  at    ^^^^ 

-Gloucefter^' 
« 

Gr YEFVJ>H,  thefon  of  Rhytherch  ap  Jcftyn,  having  recovered 

/frOin  the  blow  which  he  had  formerly  received,  at  this  time  raifed 

-an  army }  to'  endeavour  once  again  to  wreft  tlie  prmcipality  of 

South.Wales  from.  Gryffydh,  the.  king  of  North  Wales.    The 

1  Wrffti  Chron.  p.  94*  '  Stowc,  p.  96*    Roger  Horedon,  p.  442. 

»  Simon  Dunelmc  fub.  Ann.iosj.   Stowc's  Chroii.  p.97,   Matth.Wcftra.  p.  323. 
Hift.  Angl.  CL-  • 
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A.  D*  aftivity  of  this  prince  defeated  his  ambitious  delign;  for,  inftantly 
marching  againft  him,  he  eafily  routed  his^  forces,  and  his  com- 
petitor was  flain  in  the  action/ 

An  incident  which  happened  foon  after,  enabled  GryfFydh  to* 
revenge  his  brother's^  death,  and  the  infiilt  which  had  been 
offered  to  the  independency  of  his  crown* 

Algar  earl  of  ChefteF,  having  been  banifhed  by  Edward  the 
Confefibr,  on  flight  fufpicion,  or  on  no  grounds  of  offence,  had 
retired  into  Ireland;  where  engaging  in  his  fervice  eighteea 
vcfTels,  he  landed  in  North  Wales,^  and  put  himfclf  under  the 
'  protedHon  of  GryfFydh.  Thefe  leaders,  afting  ia  conjunftion 
with  each  other,  ravaged  the  borders  of  England ;  and  adluated 
A.  D.  by  the  fame  ^irit  of  vengeance,  they  proceeded  into  Herefordfhirc, 
and  laid  wafle  that  fertile  country.  To  oppofe  this  dangerous 
inroad,  Ranulph  earl  of  Hereford,  raked  aiv  army  eompofed  of 
Englifh  and  Norman  troops.  With  this  force  he  met  the  con- 
federates advancing  v^dthin^  two  miles  of  Hereford,  and  offered 
them  battle.  GryfFydh  acccepted  the  challenge,  with  all  that  confi- 
dence  which  long  fuccefs  naturally  infpires.  The  earl  had  ordered 
the  Englifh  forces  to  fight  upon  horfeback,  contrary  to  the  cuftom 
of  their  nation ;  but  when  all  was  prepared  ta  begin  the  onfet, 
that  nobleman,  and  the  Norman  troops  which  he  himfelf  com- 
manded, fled  out  of  the  field ;  daunted  by  the  appearance  of  the 
Welfli,  or  not  able  to  ftaud  the  fliock  of  their  furious  charge* 

*  Welfh  Cbron.  p.  98. 
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The  Englifh  foon  followed  the  example  of  their  leader ;  and  the 
Welih,  purfuing  them  with  great  rapidity,  cut  in  pieces  four  or 
five  hundred  of  the  fugitives  j  and  haWng  entered  into  Hereford, 
they  burned  the  minfter,  and  flew  kvcn  of  the  canons  who  raftily 
attempted  to  defend  it  i  they  then  levelled  the  walls,  and  fet  the  city 
on  fire ;  and  putting  to  death  many  perfons  of  note,  and  carrying 
others  into  captivity,  they  returned  in  triumph,  loaded  with  much 
valuable  fpoil/ 

The  pacific  fpirit  of  the  Confeflbr  was  roufed  by  this  formi- 
dable invafion ;  and  he  commanded  Harold^  the  fon  of  earl 
Godwin,  to  colleft  forces  from  every  part  of  the  kingdom  j  wh^ch* 
were  to  aflemble  at  Gloucefter.  At  the  head  of  this,  army  that 
general  marohed  into  Noith  Wales;  and  advancing,  without  any 
refinance,  to  the  Snowdun  mountains,^  he  lay  there  encamped^ 
expefting  the  approach  of  the  enemy.  Unable  to  oppofe  the 
Englifli  forces*  Gryffydh,  and  the  earl  oi  Chefter,  retired  into 
South  Wales.  As  foon  as  Harold  was  informed  of  their  retreat, 
he  returned  to  Hereford ;  leaving  however  the  greatefb  part  of 
his  army,  to  preferve  his  conquefts,  and  give  an  early  check 
to  any  future  refiftance  of  the  natives.  During  his  refidence  in 
that  city,  he  rebuilt-  its  walls,  and  added  new  fortifications  to 
that  frontier  poft.  He  alfo  entered  into  a  negociation  with  Gryf- 
fydh ;  and  at  length  concluded  a  peace  not  much  to  the  honour 
of  England*,,  as  Algar  was  indulged  with  a  pardon,  and, the 
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1  Saxon  Chron.  p.  169.    Roger  Hovedoo,  p.  443,  444.    Simon  Dunelme,  pi  1881; 
Mauh.  Wcftra*  p.  324^  -     *  Ibid* 

fuU 


198 


GRYFFYDH    AP    LLEWf:LYN.        Book IV. 

full  enjoyment  of  his  earldom ;  and  no  compenfation  appears  to 
have  been  made  for  the  ravages,  or  the  expencc  of  the  war.*  The 
peace  being  concluded,  that  nobleman  returned  with  his  fleet 
to  Chefter ;  where  the  mariners  and  foldiers  remained  until  they 
had  received  their  pay.*  Algar  then  repaired  to  the  court  of 
Edward,  and  obtained  from  that  prince  the  confirmation  of  his 
'  •pardon  and  dignity.'  It  is  not  eafy  to  account  for  the  condudt 
of  Harold,  in  retreating  fo  fuddenly  out  of  Wales  ;  and  in  con- 
cluding fo  difhonourable  a  peace  with  the  Welfli,  over  whom  his 
arms  had  gained  an  unufual  advantage. 

t     m 

The  cafy  ^ftory  lately  obtained  over  the  Englifli  and  Normans, 
though  completely  and  heavily  armed ;  added  to  the  tifual  in- 
dtements  of  plunder  and  national  hatred ;  induced  Gryffydh  ap 
Llewdyn,  in  c^en  violation  of  the  peace,  to  make  another  inroad 
into  the  country  about  Hereford.  In  this  incurfion  the  bifhop 
of  that  dioccfe*  was  flain  at  Glaftonburyj  as  well  as  the  vifcompte, 
or  IherifF  of  the  county  5  and  many  of  the  Englifti  alfo,  both 
laymen  and  ecdefiaftics.^ 

Though  the  late  peace  had  been  broken  by  this  violent  out- 
rage, no  reprifals  appear  to  have  been  made  \  and  through  the 
mediation  of  Harold,  and  of  Leofric  earl  of  Mercia,  the  tran- 
quility of  thefe  hoftile  nations  was  for  a  time  reftored.^ 

'  **Roge]^HoiredoB,  p.  443,  444.    Simon  Danelme,  p.  188.    Malth.  Weftm.  p.  324« 
*  Simon  Dunclme,  p.  i88.     Holinfliead's  Englifh  Hift.  p.  192. 
3  K^erHovedon,  p.  443,  444.    Sinioii  Dunelme,  p.  liS.     Matth.  W^efim*  1^324. 

4  Matth.W-efiin>  p*325«    Roger  Hovedon,.  p.  144. 
'  ^  Sim.  Dunelme,  p,  i88.  *  Sim.  Dunelme,  p.  189.   R.  Hovedon,  p.  444. 
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A  PERSON  ill  the  fituation  of  Algar,  muft  hoM  tlie  flavour  of 
his  prince  by  a  very  precarious  tenure ;  as  the  clemency  of  fove- 
reigns  is  ufually  of  uncertain  duration^  when  extorted  by  force  or 
expediency.     Lying  again  under  the  fufpicion  of  treafon,    he  a.  D: 
was  a  fecond  time  baniihed  the  realm ;  and  fought  an  afylum  in 
the  dominions  of  GryfFydh  the  king  of  North  Wales ;   by  whole 
aid,  and  the  affiftance  of  a  fleet  from  Norway,  which  accidentally 
arrived  upon  the  coaft,  he  was  once  more  reinftated  in  his  earl- 
dom."    Edward,  juftly  incenfed  at  the  late  barbarities,,  and  vjo- 
lation  of  faith ;  and  dreading,  no  doubt,  the  conie(|uence  ]f  Wales 
fliould  become  the  refuge  of  his  maleccmtent  fubjeft«,  determined 
to  employ  the  whole  force  of  his  kingdom  in  the  conqueft  of 
that  country.     He  trufted  the  execution  of  this  important  def|g» 
to  Harold,  the  moft  diftinguiflicd  nobleman  hi  his  court  for 
valour  and  abilities/     This  general^  having  raifed  a  very  con* 
fiderable  army»  marched  with  fuch  celerity  and  condu<3:  inta 
North  Wales>  that  he  had  nearly  furprifed  Gryffydh  in  his  palace 
at  Rhuddlan.    The  Welfh  prince,  fcarcely  apprifed  of  his  danger 
a  moment  before  the  Engliih  preiented  themfelves  at  the  gates> 
'as  the  only  means  of  iafety,  threw  himfelf,  with  a  few  of  bis 
attendants^  into  one  of  his  (hips,  at  that  time  equipped  in  the 
harbour  i,  and  iailing  that  inftant,  fortunately  made  his  efcape.' 
The  loofe  annals  of  thefe  times  do  not  inform  us  to  wJiat  country 
he  retired  in  his  diftrefi. 


»  Simon.  DunelnKt,  p.  t^.     Roger  HoYeckm,  p.  444* 
Simoa  punelme,  p..  192.    Roger  Hovedon,  p.  446.    Match,  Wdhn.  p.  329^ 

3  Ibid. 
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Mortified  that  the  Welfh  king  ftiould  efcape  fo  unexpeftedly 
out  of  his  hands,  Harold,  in  refentment,  burned  his  palace  -, 
and  fet  on  fire  all  the  fhips  of  war  and  the  other  veflels  remain- 
ing in  the  harbour  of  Rhudd-lan.'  He  then  returnetl  to  Briftol ; 
and  having  fitted  out  a  fleet,  on  a  new  plan  of  decifive  operation, 
he  failed  round  the  coaft  of  Wales  j*  with  a  view,  no  doubt,  of 
preventing  the  importation  of  corn  and  of  other  provifions. 

In  the  mean  time,  a  ftrong  body  of  horfe,  under  the  command 
of  earl  Tofti,  the  brother  of  Harold,  marched,  by  the  previous 
command  of  the  Englifh  king,  into  North  Wales.'  As  foon  as 
the  Englifli  general  had  intelligence  of  the  arrival  of  his  brother, 
he  landed,  and  joined  him  with  his  infantry ;  leaving  his  fleets 
with  orders  to  cruize  as  before  along  the  coaft  of  Wales.*  On 
tiie  jundiion  of  thefe  troops,  Harold  made  himfelf  matter  of  the 
level  country.*  Being  fenfible,  in  fuch  a  country  as  Snowdun, 
that  his  foldiers  ought  not  to  be  encumbered  by  their  arms,  he 
provided  his  infantry  with  targets  made  of  hides,  and  other 
lighter  kinds  of  armour;*  more  fuitablc  for  fei-vice  in  a  moun- 
tainous region  broken  by  rivers,  defiles  and  forefts.  His  cavalry 
he  left  on  the  plains  under  the  command  cf  his  brother  s  ex- 
cepdng  only  a  few  horfe,  which,  fupported  by  fmall  parties  of 
heavy  armed  infantry,  he  ordered  to  foHow  as  a  body  of  referve. 
Marching  himfelf  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  he  advanced  into 

«  Simou  Dunclmc,  p.  191.    Roger  Hovcdon,  p^  446.    Matth.  Weft.  p.  329. 
"^  Simon  Dunelme,  ,p.  191.    Roger  Hovedon,  p.  44.6. 
'  Ibid.  4  I^rd  Lyttcltou'a  Hifl.  Heiiry  II.  vol.  IF.  p.  47, 

5  Ibid.  0  Hiftori^i  Ingulphi,  p.  68.    Gale's  Script.  * 
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the*  mountainous  parts  of  the  country ;  and  having  driven  the 
Wdfh,  v^ith  great  flaughter^  out  of  their  inmoft  recefles,  he  at 
length  compelled  them, to  fue  for  peace.'  Thus,  by  the  united 
efFeds  of  vigour,  a6livity  and  conduft,  coinciding  with  other 
caufea,  did  Harold  Jlibdae  a  people  who  had  been  hitherto  in- 
vincible. In  want  of  the  animating  prefence  and  fpirlted  ac- 
tivity of  their  prince,  without  the  means  of  concerting  neceflary 
meafures  of  defence^  and  probably  Uraitened  for  provifions ; 
it  is  no  wonder  diat  the  WeHh,  fiirpriied  and  diipirited,  ihould 
fink  under  the  impreffion  of  the  Englifh  arms.  On  this  occa- 
fion  Harold  fet  up  feveral  pillars  of  ftone;  on  each  of  which 
was  en^aved  this  Latin  inicription.  Hie  Fuit  P  i£iw  HaraUus  i 
to  perpetuate  th^  glory  of  having  pafTed  mountains,  which  had 
hitherto  been  the  inacceflible  barriers  between  the  fpirit  of 
freedom  and  the  rage  of  conqueft^^ 

So  totally  fubdued  were  the  Welfti,  that  they  fubmitted  to 
the  tribute  which  in  ancient  times  th^  had  ufually  paid ;  and  gave 
hoftages  to  Harold^  as  pledges  of  their  future  obedience.'  Un- 
der the  impreffion  of  fear,  or  incenfed  at  his  late  defertion, 
thef,  likewife,  renounced  allegiance  to  Gryffydh,  their  fovereign/ 

CoNsiDfiRiMG  his  a^ive  and  warlike  fpirit,  we  can  attribute 
the  afafencc  of  Gryffydh  to  no  other  caufe,  than  to  the  general 

1  Camden's  Britinniaf  p«  54$,  Gibfon's  edition,  from  Giraldua  Cambreniis. 
£  Camden's  Britanniat  p*  S4$9  Gibfon's  edition,  from  Giraldus  Cambreniis* 
'  Simon  Dunelme,  p.  192.     Mattb.  Wcftm.  p.  329. 
4  Ibid.     Hift.  Inj^ulpbi.  p.  68.    Matt«  W«fl.  p.  329. 
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diiaffe£tion  of  his  fiil:ge£ls ;  at  a  time,  too,  when  his  own  interefts, 
and  the  very  fafety  of  his  country  demanded  his  prefeace.  What- 
ever were  his  motives  of  abience,  whether  the  revolt  of  his 
fufaje£^8,  or  inability  to  return  on  account  of  the  Englifh  fleet, 
this  prince  came  into  North  Wales  in  the  fummer  of  the 
^^^'  following  year/  As  ibon  as  he  landed,  he  attempted  to  affirt 
his  own  rights,  and  to  vindicate  the  common  caufe  againft 
Harold  >  who,  by  the  incitement  of  Caradoc,  the  fon  of  Gryffydk 
ap  Rhytherch,  had  invaded  Soudi  Wales,  and  had  fubdued  a 
great  part  of  that  country.*  Inftead  of  rejoicing  at  his  pre* 
fence,  or  eagerly  ranging  under  his  flandard,  this  gallant  prince 
was  put  to  deadi  by  his  own  fubjeds,  at  the  inftigation  of 
Harold,  and  daring  his  march  mto  South  Wales.'  As  the 
firft  fruits  of  their  vaffalage,  this  improvident  and  ungratefut 
people  fent  his  head  to  the  Engliih  general ;  together  with  the 
prow  of  the  (hip  in  which  he  had  returned/  Befides  two  fons, 
Meredydh  and  Ithel,  GryfFydh  left  a  daughter  called  Neft; 
who  was  afterwards  maiTifd  ta  Trahaeam  ap  Caradoc,  king  of 
North  Wales.^ 

In  this  manner  died  Gryffydh  the  fon  of  Llewelyn  ap  Seifyllt; 
vvhofe  princely  qualities  entitled  him  to  a  happier  fate.  His 
tal'.nts  for  government,  and  the  vigour  and  profpcrity  of  his 
arms,  foon  turned  the  tide  of  affairs,  vindicated  the  honour  of 
his  kingdom,   and  gave  it  an  unufual  importance.     His  amiable 

■  Lord  Lyttclton's  Hill.  Henry  II.  vol.  IL  p.  48.     *  Wclfli  Chron.  p.  lor.      3  Ibid. 
4  SifT.  Dunchic,  p.  191.  5  Wynne's  Hift.  Wales,  p.  95,  101. 
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msmners,  and  his  abilities  in  war,  made  him  equally  the  idol 
of  his  people,  and  the  terror  of  his  enemies  ^  and  had  rendered 
a  reign  of  thirty-four  years  unclouded  by  any  adverfity-,  until 
the  late  ftorm,  which  perhaps  it  was  not  in  his  power  either  to 
elude  or  repel»  in  fome  meafure  fhaded  its  glory,  and  deprived 
this  excellent  prince  of  his  life,  and  his  country  of  its  freedom. 

It  is  but  too  probable,  that  this  foul  murder  was  perpe- 
trated»  through  the  influence  of  Bleddyn  and  Rhiwallon,  the 
ions  of  Cynvya  by  Angharad,  the  mother  of  the  late  king ;  as 
thcfe  princes  were,  by  the  appointment  of  king  Edward,  in- 
vefted,  on  this  occafion,  with  the  fovereignty  of  North  Wales 
and  Powys.'  At  the  fame  time,  the  Englifh  king  gave  the 
principality  of  South  Wales  to  Meredydh,  the  eldeft  fon  of 
Owen  ap  Edwyn**  Thefe  princes  were  <^liged  to  take  an  oath 
of  fealty  to  the  king  of  England,  and  to  pay  the  full  tiibute, 
which  ever  had  been  paid  to  any  of  his  predecefTorsJ  A  law, 
at  tliis  time^  was  made  by  earl  Harold,  which  ^naSis,  that  if  any 
Welfhman,  coming  into  England  without  licence,  was  taken 
on  that  fide  of  Ofia's  dyke,  his  right  hand  fhould  be  cut  off. 
This  ftatute  (hews,  that,  fo  late  as  the  reign  of  Edwai-d  the 
Confeflbr,  this  dyke  was  confidered  as  the  difcriminating  line 
between  the  two  nations^^ 

^  Wclfli  Chron*  p.  i02«     SimoA  Dunelme,  p«  192.     Wm,  Malmfbury,  p«94« 

*  Wclfh  Chron.  p.  102. 

^  Matth.  Weft.  p.  329.    Sim.  Dunelme,  p.  191.     Chr.  de  Mailros,  p.  159. 

^  Camden*9  Bricannia,  p.  585,  Glbfon^  edit.     Speed's  Chron.  p.  401. 

m 

Dd  2  An- 


204 


B  L  E  D  D YN  AN  I>  RH IW A  L L ON.      Book  IW 

An  incident  happened  in  the  late  reign,  which  though  not 
vcjy  ftriking  at  firft,  at  length  arofe  into  hiftorical  importance. 
Macbeth,  the  tyrant  of  Scotland,  having  caufed  Banquo  to  be 
murdered,  of  whofe  integrity  and  influence  h^  was  jealous;  his 
fon  Fleancc,  to  avoid  the  tyranny  of  that  ufurpeiv  fled  into 
North  Wales,'  and  was  kindly  received  by  Gryffydh  ap  Llewelyn  ^, 
in  whofe  court  he  was  long  entertained  with  the  w^armeft  af- 
fedlion.  During  his  refidence  in  the  Welfti  court,  he  became 
enamoured  of  Ncft,  the  daughter  of  that  priiKe  j  and  violating 
the  laws  of  hofpitality  and  honour,  by  an  illicit  conne£Hoti 
with  her,  fhe  was  delivered  of  a  foi>  who  was  named  Walter. 
In  refentment  of  fo  foul  an  oflfence,  Gryfiydh  commasided 
Fleance  to  be  put  to  death  >  and  reduced  his  daughter  to  the 
loweft  ferviie  fituation,  for  having  fuffered  herfcif  to  be  dit 
honoured  by  a  foreigner.  As  the  youth,  who  was  the  fruit  of 
this  illicit  conne6tion,  advanced  in  years,  he  became  diftin- 
guifhed  for  his  valour  and  an  elevated  mind.  A  difpute  having 
arifen  between  him  and  one  of  his  companions,  the  nature  of 
his  birth  was  retorted  upon  him  by  his  angry  antagonift  in 
nerms  of  reproach ;  which  fo  irritated  the  fiery  fpirit  of  Walter^ 
that  he  inftantly  killed  him  5  and  afraid  of  abiding  the  confe- 
quences  of  the  murder,  he  fled  into  Scotland. .  On  his  arrival 
in  that  kingdom,  he  infinuated  himfelf  among  the  Englifli,  who 
were  in  the  train  of  queen  Margaret,  the  fifler  of  Edgar  Athel- 
ing.*    He  foon  acquired,  by  his  Wifdom  and  conduft  rn  this 


*  Buchanan  Hid.  Rfr.  Scot,  p,  193.     Welfh  Chron.  p.  9S. 
*  Welfh  Chron.  p.  98.     Dr,  Powcl's  notes  on  Giraldus  Cambrenfis  Itincr.  Cain- 
brar,  lib.  I.  cnp.  II.  p.  88. 
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country,  the  general  efteem ;  and  his  abilities  unfolding  as  they  . 
were  employed  in  the  public  fervice,  he  was  appointed  lord 
fteward  of  Scotland,  and  receiver  of  the  revenues  of  the  realm. 
From  this  office,  he  and  his  defcendants  have  taken  the  farname 
of  Stuart;  and  from  this  root  have  fprung  the  royal  houfe  of 
that  name,  and  many  other  branches  of  illuftrious  fEmilies  in 
Scotland.'  ' 

As  Caradoc,  the  fon  of  Gryffydh  ap  Rhytherch,  had  been  the 
caufe  of  the  late  invafion  by  Harold,  he  was  in  hopes  of  obtain- 
ing, on  the  death  of  the  late  prince,  the  government  of  South 
Wales.  Inftead  of  fatisfying  the  ambition  of  the  Welih  chief- 
t^in,  that  nobleman  bani0ied  him  the  country;  and,  either 
placing  no  confidence  in  a  man  whom  he  knew  to  be  fubtile  and 
deceitful ;  or  finding  that  he  could  not  obtain  from  him  a  lord- 
fhip,  which  he  was  defirous  of  pofieffing  near  Hereford,  he 
caufed  Meredydh;  as  before  related,  whom  he  had  found  more 
compliant  to  his  will,  to  be  invefted  with  the  fovereignty.  On 
this  lordfliip,  Harold  erefted  a  very  iplendid  houfe,  at  Portaflce- 
with  in  Monmouthfliire  ;*  and  having  frequently  given  an  in- 
vitation  to  king  Edward,  who  at  that  time  refided  at  GIou- 
cefter,  that  prince  at  length  paid  him  a  vifit. 

This  mark  of  favour  excited  the  envy  of  Tofti,  the  eldeft 
brother  of  Harold ;  which,  a  little  time  after,  was  highly  in- 
flamed by  a  trifling  incident.     Being  at  a  feaft  with .  the  king, 

»  Buchanan,  p.  198.  *  Simon  Dun^lmc,  p.  192. 
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in  his  court  at  Windfor,  that  prince  ordered  Harold  to  prefent 
him  with  a  cup  of  wine;  a  preference  which  had  fuch  an 
efFefl  on  the  pailion  and  the  pride  of  Tofti,  that  fetting  afide 
every  fenfe  of  fear  or  decency,  he  feized  his  brother,  and  dragged 
him  to  the  ground  by  the  liair  -of  his  head.'  For  this  offence  he 
was  banUhed  the  king's  prefence. 

Retiring  from  the  Englifti  comt  in  great  fury,  he  proceeded 
to  Hereford,  wkere  Harold  was  preparing  an  entertainment  for 
the  king;  he  there  murdered  all  the  fervants  belonging  to  hi^ 
brother ;  ■  and  cutting  off  their  heads,  legs,  ^ms,  and  other 
parts  of  their  bodies,  he  put  them  into  the  veflels  of  wine, 
methegHut  ale  and  beer,  which  were  referved  for  the  royal  en*- 
tertainment.  He  then  fent  his  fovereign  a  contemptuous  mef- 
lagc^  that  there  was  no  occafion  to  provide  any  other  thaa 
frclh  provifions,  as  he  himfelf  had  taken  care  to  leave  a  fufficiency 
of  preienri^  and  powdered  meats.*  For  this  fecond  j^flfence  he 
was  baniflied  the  realm  for  life.' 

This  lingular  barbarity  had  not  been  perpetrated  long,  when 
Caradoc  the  fon  of  Gryffydh  ap  Rhytherch  came  to  Portafke- 
with,  the  houfe  lately  ereded  by  Harold  j  and  to  revenge  tlie 
difappointment  he  had  lately  received  from  that  nobleman,  flew 
the  labourers  who  were  there  at  work,  with  all  his  people  and 

^  Simon  Dunebne,  p.  192. 
*  Matth.  Wcftm.  p.  331.     Wclfh  Chron.  p.  104,  105.    5imon  Dunclme,  p.  192. 

Camden's  Brit.  p.  597. 

«  Ibid. 

fervants ; 
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fervants ;  and  then  defacing  the  ftruflure,  he  carried  away  the 
materials,  which,  at  a  great  expence,  had  been  brought  to  orna- 
ment the  building.*  Whatever  iltuftrates  the  charafter  of  man, 
or  difcriminatcs  nicely  the  fjpirit  of  the  times,  will  be  inte- 
refting  to  the  reader  of  fentiment ;  though  the  incidents  we 
have  lately  recorded,  form  no  leading  links,  which  are  eflential 
in  the  chain  of  our  hiftory. 
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In  confeguence  of  the  death  of  Harold,  and  of  the  decifivc   A-  D. 
^  X066; 

battle  of  Haftings,  William,  duke  of  Normandy,  had  mounted 
the  Englifh  throne.  During  the  conqueft  of  England  by  that 
prince,  the  Welfli  remsuncd  inaftive  fpe6lators  of  the  fcene  be- 
fore  them ;  viewing  it  with  the  fame  indifference,  as  if  it  had 
been  a  ftruggle  between  two  foreign  nations.  Indeed,  it  was  not 
likely  that  they  fliould  feel  themfelves  interefted  in  the  prof- 
perity  of  either  fide ;  knowing  whatever,  was  the  event,  that,  in 
their  turn,  they  themfelves  might  become  the  vidims  of  the 
conqueror's  fury ;  an(\  it  was  certainly  right  conduct,  to  fuffer 
two  people,  from  whofe  ambition  they  had  every  thing  to  fear, 
to  weaken  or  to  deftroy  each  other  by  mutual  hoftilities.  But 
it  is  ftrange,  that  a  brave  people  like  the  Welfli,  during  the 
favourable  moments  which  this  conteft  afforded,  did  not,  by  a 
fpirited  enterprize  of  fome  eflfefl:  and  importance,,  wipe  away 
the  late  national  difhonour  ;  and  by  wife,  united,  and  vigorous 
meafures,  attempt  to  recover  the  independence  they  had  loft* 


»  Matth.  Weflm.    Welfb  Chron.  Sec. 
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Notwithstanding  the  want  of  fpirit,  or  general,  inatten- 

A-  ,^'      tion  of  the  Welfh  at  this  junfture,  Bleddyn  and  Rhiwallon,  the 

ift  of  wii-    kings  of  North  Wafes,  during  the  abfence  of  William  in  Nor- 

nam  the  Con-        ^  ^ 

qucror.        mandy,  joined  Edric  earl  of  Mercia,  in  a  defultory  incurfion 
upon  the  borders ;  and  laid  waftc  the  country  of  Hereford  as  far 
-^  Wyebridge.' 

These  princes  had  fcarcely  returned  into  their  own  territories, 
when  Meredydh  and  Ithel,  the  fons  of  Gryfiydh  ap  Llewelyn, 
the  late  Idng  of  North  Wales,  appeared  upon  the  flage  as  com- 
petitors for  the  crown.  The  young  princes,  in  fupport  of  their 
indubitable  rights,  raifed  an  army,  and  fought  a  fevere  battle 
with  the  reigning  princes,  at  a  place  called  Mechain  in  the 
county  of  Montgomery.  In  this  adtion,  one  of  the  rival  princes 
on  each  fide,  Rhiwallon  and  Ithel,  was  flain;  and  Meredydh, 
after  feeing  his  army  defeated,  was  forced  to  fly  for  fafety 
A*  D.    amidft  theinmoft  recefles  of  the  mountains.     The  openings  into 

io68. 

thefe  mountains  being  ftriftly  guarded  by  Bleddyn,  rendered  his 
efcape  impoflible ;  and  the  young  prince  miferably  perifhed  by 
cold  and  hunger.  This  viftory  left  Bleddyn  ap  Cynvyn  fole 
fovereign  of  North  Wales  and  Powys.*  » 

Car  ADO  c  the  fon  of  GryfFydh  ap  Rhytherch,  not  brooking 
his  late  difappointment,  raifed  a  large  body  of  Normans ;  and 
joining  them  with  his  own  vaflals  out  of  the  diftrift  of  Gwent, 
attacked  Meredydh  piince  of  South  Wales,  on  the  banks  of  the 

«  Simon  Dunclmc,  p.  197,     WcIibChron.  p.  109.     .  *  Welfh  Chron.  p.  109. 

Rympyn, 
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Rympyn,  a  river  in  that  countiy ;  whofe  forces  being  much  in- 
ferior in  point  of  ilrength,  were  eafily  routed^  and  he  himfelf 
(lain  in  the  a6lion.  Caradoc  did  not  long  enjoy  the  fruits  of 
his  vidtory ;  as  he  died  fbon  after,  and  left  his  fon  Rhy therch 
to  fucceed  to  the  government  of  South  Wales/ 

Though  no  general  or  concerted  meafures  of  refinance  had 
taken  place  againft  the  tyranny  of  William,  a  few  infurre^ions 
arofe  from  the  difcontent  or  patriotifm  of  the  Englifh  lords. 
Under  cover  of  celebrating  a  marriage  at  Norwich,  between  the 
lifter  of  the  wrl  of  Hereford,  and  Ralph  earl  of  Norfolk  arid 
Su£Folk,  many  of  the  nobility  in  England  confpired  againft  Wil- 
liam ;  and  in  the  midft  of  their  caroufals,  entered  into  a  folemn 
engagement  to  defend  their  liberties.*  To  thefe  nuptials  feveral  ' 
of  the  Welfli  chieftains  were^  invited,  out  of  refpeft  to  the  mother 

of  the  earl  of  Norfolk,  fhe  being  a  native  of  that  country  ^  aqd 

> 

in  hopes,  perhaps,  of  inducing  the  princes  of  Wales,  by  fuch 

« 

an  adl  of  courtefy,  to  favour  their  enterprife*'  In  the  morning, 
when  fober  refleflion  had  returned,  Waltheof,  a  Saxon  nobleman, 
and  one  of  the  confpirators,  ftruck  with  the  difloyalty  of  the 
enterprife,  or  its  danger,  repaired  to  the  king  in  Normandy  ;  and 
informed  him  of  the  confpiracy,  whh  the  part  which  he  himfelf  had 
aded«  That  monarch,  on  receiving  this  intelligence,  came  into  a.  d. 
England  ;*  Ind  with  his  ufual  vigour,  afllfted  by  the  fpirited  7th  of  wii- 
meafures  of  his  mmifters,  gave  a  check  to  the  rebellion  before  Conqueror. 

«  Wynne's  Hifl.  Wales,  p.  103. 
*  Matth.  Pari*,  p.  7.  V^atts's  edition.  ^  Wclfli  Chron.  p.  iii. 
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it  had  matured  into  ftrengthi'  and  this  infurreaion^  like  all 
others,  when  they  prove  inefFc6tual,  only  fervcd  to  render  the 
conqueror's  power  more  abfolute.  TwonoWemcn,  and  others 
of  the  confpiracy,  died  by  the  hands  of  the  executioner.*  And 
many  of  the  Welfh,  under  the  pretext  of  treafon,  were  involyed 
in  the  lame  fate,  though  invited  to  the  nuptials  merely  as  fpeflators 
of  the  ceremony ;  fome  of  whom  were  hanged,,  others  had  their 
eyes  put  out,  and  the  remainder  were  banifhed  the  realm  J  This 
ftroke  of  V2^;^^^  juftice  points  out  the  favage  and  decifive  charac«» 
ter  of  William  the  Conqueror ;  and  the  tame  fubmiffion  of  the 
Wellh,  without  reprifals  or  ftiew  of  refentment,  marks  the  low 
ebb  of  national  ipirit  at  this  difhonourable  period. 


A.  D* 

1073. 


The  fame  fate,  which  had  ended  the  career  of  many  of  the 
Welfti  princes,  put  a  period  to  the  days  of  Bleddyn  ap  Cynvyn> 
the  king  of  North  Wales  and  Powys,  This  prince,  from  mo^ 
tives  we  are  not  able  to  account  for,  was  afTafiinated  by  Rhys^ 
the  Ion  of  Owen  ap  Edwyn,  the  yoqngeft  fon  of  Howel  Dha ; 
and  who  was  aided,  in  this  cruel  tranfa^ion,  by  the  Welfh  chief* 
tains  who  inhabited  the  banks  of  the  Towi.*  ♦ 


The  inftitution  of  a  code  of  laws,  and  the  general  efteem  in 
which  Bleddyn  ap  Cynvyn  was  held  by  his  fubjefts,  for  his 
amiable  manners  and  the  mildnefs  of  his  government,  might  have 


'  Sjtowe's  Chron.  p.  105.  *  Wclfli  Chron.  p.  zii. 

3  Matth.  Paris,  p.  7.     Stowe*8  Chron.  p.  105. 
♦  TftradTywi.    4  Welfh  AnnaU,  p.  iii. 
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tranfmitted  his  name  with  honour  to  pollerity;  if  deep  fufpicion* 
had  not  fixed  a  ftain  upon  his  memory  fpr  the  niurder  of  his 
fovereign ;  and  if  he  had  not  betrayed  the  liberties  of  his  country, 
and  yielded  up  its  honour,  by  deigning  to  receive  his  crown 
from  the  hands  of  its  hereditary  enemy,  and  by  conftnting  to 
hold  its  authority  as  a  tributary'  of  the  Engliih  princes .-f 

•  Welfli  Chron.  p.  loa.-^That  the  reader  may  be  enabled  to  form  his  own  jud,^- 
meat  oa  the  jufUce  of  this  fufpicion,  the  author  has  fubjoined  the  very  words  of 
the  Wcl(h  Chronicle,  as  tranflated  by  Dr.  Powcl ;  when  fpeaking  of  the  qualities  of 
Gryffydhy  he  adds  this  remarkable  paiFage,  <<  and  unworthy  of  that  cruel  death, 
*<  that  the  ambitious  defire  of  rule  did  provoke  his  unkind  fubje^ls,  and  unnatural 
<*  coofens,  to  prepare  for  fo  noble  a  prince,  and  fo  gentle  a  mafter  as  he  was/*— - 
This  aflertion,  with  the  other  leadipg  circumflances  in  confequence  of  the  tranfa£tion^ 
will  defend  the  author,  he  trails,  from  the  charge  of  feverity  or  ra^inefs. 

■  Hiftoria  Ingulphi,  p.  68.    Hovedon,  p.  446. 

f  Bleddyn  ap  Cynvyn  had  by  feveral  women  many  children,  Mcredydb,  Lly warch, 
Cadifgani  Madoc,  Ririd,  and  lorwertl^.    Welfli  Chron.  p.  11 1.  , 
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FROM  THE  DEATH  OF  BLEDDYN  AP  CYNVYN  TO  THE 

DEATH  OF  GRYFFYDH  AP  CYNAN. 

Although  the  late  prince  Bleddyn  ap  Cynvyn  had  left  many 
children,  Trahaearn  ap  Caradoc^  his  coufin,  by  the  conlent  of 
the  people,  was  raifed  to  the  throne  of  North  Wales.    Befides    a.  D. 
being  himfelf  a  chieftain  of  eminence,  he  had  fome  colourable 

m 

pretence  to  that  honour  5  having  married  Neft,  the  daughter  of 
GryfFydh  ap  Llewelyn.' 

Amidst  other  caufes  of  evil  ariling  to  the  Welfli  from  their 
indiftinft  ideas  of  government,*  the  little  attention  which  they 
paid  to  hereditary  fucceffion  was  a  fburce  of  infinite  mifery  j  the 
jarring  claims  of  various  competitors  kept  their  different  ftates 

1  Wynne's  Hifl.  Waks,  p.  95,  105.  ^ 
*  It  may  be  proper  here  10  remarki  that  though  the  lineal  fucceflion  was  frequently 
interrupted,  yetthe  Welfh  always  paid  a  regard  to  thefiime  blood  royal,  except  in  the 
inftance  of  .£dan  ap  Blegored. 

in 


214  TRAHAEARN   AP   CARADOC.        Book  V. 

in  a  continual  ferment ;  infufed  a  deeper  ferocity  into  the  man- 
ners of  the  people,  and  weakened  their  power  of  refifting  a  fa- 
gacious  and  enterprifing  enemy. 

Soon  after  the  acceffion  of  Trahaearn,  Gryfiydh  ap  Cynan, 
the  fon  of  Jago  ap  Edwal,  thought  this  a  favourable  opportunity 
of  afferting  his  right  to  the  crown;  from  which  ht  had  been 
unjuftly  excluded  by  the  late  ufurpations.  This  prince,  during 
the  late  reigns,  had  fought  refuge  in  Ireland,  his  mother  being 
a  native  of  that  country ;  and  having  procured  aid  from  fome 
of  the  Irilh  princes  his  kinfmen^  he  landed  a  body  of  troops  in 
Anglefey,  and  foon  reduced  that  ifland  to  his  obedience.'  En- 
couraged by  his  early  fuccefs,  and  the  fupport  of  fome  powerful 
chieftains,*  Gryffdh  palled*  over  the  ftraits  of  the  Menai,  and 
ehcamped  his  army  in  Cieiernarvonftiire ;  intending  by  degrees 
to  penetrate  farther  into  the  country.  Trahaearn,  alarmed  at  this 
unexpedted  invafion,  haftily  raifed  what  force  he  was  ible,  and 
marched  to  attack  his  rival  upon  Bron-yr-Erw,  near  the  caftle 
of  Harlech  in  Meirionydh  \  whom  he  defeated,  and  obliged  to 
retire  into  Anglefey.* 

Rhys  ap  Owen,  of  the  royal  houfe  of  South  Wales,  and 
Rhytherch  the  fon  of  Caradoc,  were  at  this  time  the  fovereigns 
of  that  principality.     The  tranquillity  of  their  rdgn  was  early 

»  Wcllh  Chron.  p.  112. 
»  Vita.  Griff,  fil.  Conani,  ia  raanufcript  life  of  that  prince,  writtca  in  the  Welfh 
language,  as  is  fuppofed,  near  the  time  in  which  he  lived. 

*  WeHh  Chron.  p.  113- 

difturbed 
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difturbed  by  an  infurreftion  raifed  by  Gronw  and  Llewelyn,  the 
fons  of  Cadwgan  ap  Bleddyn  j'  to  revenge  the  murder  committed 
on  the  late  prince  their  grandfather.  Though  a  vi(5lory  was  foon 
after  obtained  at  Camdhwr  in  Caerdigan,  by  the  two  chieftains  of 
Powys,  it  apparently  produced  no  effe^  5  as  Rhys  remained  the 
fole  fovereign  of  South  Wales,  on  the  murder  of  Rhytherch  his 
colleague.  This  event  was  followed  by  another  enterprife  under- 
taken by  the  fons  of  Cadwgan ;  and  though  thefe  princes  ob- 
^  tained  a  fecond  viftory  at  Gwaynyttyd,  it  does  ndt  appear  that 
thi§  fuccefs  produced  any  thing  decifive  in  their  f?ivour  ^  gs  Rhys  A.  d. 
ccuitinued  for  (orty^  time  longer  to  enjpy  his  government/ 

The  king  of  North  Wales,  having  forced  Gryffydh  ap'  Cyn^n 
to  fly  into  Anglefey  5  and  regarding  the  diftraSe^  ftate  of  Sputh 
Wales  as  favourable  to  his  defigfts  of  conqueft,  invaded  that 
country.  Rhys,  fupported  by  all  the  power  of  hi?  fubjefts, 
marched  to  oppofe  the  invader.  A  very  fierce  adion  cnfued  at 
Pwllgwttic,  in  which  the  army  pf  South  Wales  was  defeated ;  and 
that  prince,  to  avoid  being  taken  prifoner,  was  forced  to  fly  from 
one  place  to  another;  until  at  length,  falling  into  the  hands  of 
his  enemies,  he  and  his  brother  Howel,  were  murdered  in  re- 
venge  of  the  death  of  Bleddyn  ap  Cynvyn.^  Even  in  thefe 
miferable  times,  when  private  refentment  fuperfeded  the  fbber 
decifion  of  the  laws,  the  fword  of  juftice,  though  ufui*ped,  feldom 
fufffered  the  guilty  to  efcape;  as  a  keen  fenfe  of  injury,  and, 
what  was  deemed  a  facred  obligation,  revenging  the  wrongs  of 

■  Strength  of  the  army.  *  Wclih  Chron.  p.  113,  $  Ibid. 

their 
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their  anceftors,  were  principles  eflcntial  in  hereditary  feuds,  and 
were  deeply -cngraf ted  in  the  manners  of  the  Welfli. 

In  this  ftate  of  affairs,  Rhys  ap  Tewdwr,'  lineally  defcendcd 
from  Howcl  Dha,  and  whofc  fennily  had  been  long  excluded 
from  their  rights  by^  the  capricious  fucceffion  of  the  times,  put 

A.  D.    in  his  claim  to  the  crown ;    and  was  elected  prince  of  South 

1077, 

'Wales  by  the  unammous  voice  of  the  people.* 

% 
Gr  Y  p  p  YD  H  A p  C  V  N  A  N,  duHUg  thcfc  tranfadtious,  had  re- 

cdved  a  reinforcement  out  of  Ireland.    A  fimilarity  of  interefts, 

having  inclined  this  prince  and  Rhys  ap  Tewdwr  to  form  an 

^liance,  they  joined  their  armies  5  rcfolving  by  every  effort  in 

their  power  to  fupport  each  other,  and  to  vindicate  the  rightful 

fucceflion.     To  oppofe  an  union  fo  dangerous  to  his  fafety,  Tra- 

haeam  ap  Caradoc  aflembled  his  forces,  ^and  met  the  two  princes 

upon  the  mountain  of  Carno  ;*  where  an  engagement  enfued, 

idiiputed  with  the  valour  and  obftinacy  natural  to  rivals  who  had 

every  thing  to  hope  and  to  fear.     In  this  aftion  Trahaearn  was 

A.  D.   Win,  •  and  his  army  defeated/    This  viftory  feated  Gryffydh  ap 


1079, 


/  I  The  fon  of  Einion  ap  Owen  ap  Howel  Dha. 

*  According  to  Vaughan  of  Hengwrt,  the  immediate  territories  of  this  prince 
were  only  the  prefent  counties  of  Caerdigan  and  Caermarthen ;  as  Pembroke,  Breclc- 
nock,  Gwenty  or  Monmouthfliire,  and  Glewifing  or  Herefordfliiref  being  governed 
by  their  feveral  Reguli ;   though,  there  is  no  doubt,  but  all  thefe  acknowledged  the 

ibvereign  authority  of  South  Wales.  Britifli  Ant.  Reviv.  p.  7,  8.  Welfli  Chron.  p.  1 14, 

*  Called  Mynydd  Cam,  on  account  of  a  large  Carnedd  upon  it,  covering  the  re« 
mains  of  a  great  warrior,  who  had  in  ancient  times  been  (lain  and  buried  there. 

*  Vila  fil.  Gryff.  Conani.  Wclih  Chron.  p.  1 14. 

Cynan, 
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Cynan,  and  Rhys  ap  Tewdwr  upon  the  thrones  of  their  an- 
ceftors.'  And  thus,  by  a  fudden  turn  in  affairs,  meeting,  we 
fuppofe, '  the  wifties  of  the  people,  was  the  lineal  fucceffion 
r-eftored ;  which  as  long  as  it  continued,  was  a  means  of  foften- 
ing  the  afperity  of  the  times,  and  of  increafing  the  national 
ftrength. 

After  the  late  event,  the  king  of  North  Wales  invaded 
Powys,  and  laid  wafte  that  territory.*  This  prince's  profpcrity, 
however,  was  very  foon  embittered  by  a  deep  reverfe  of  for- 
tune. A  native  of  Wales,  called  Meirion  Goch,  entered  into 
a  confpiracy  to  betray  him  into  the  hands  of  the  Englifti. 
Agreeably  to  the  plan  which  had  been  previoufly  concerted  with 
the  earls  of  Shrewfbury  and  Chefter,  a  ftrong  body  of  infantry 
and  horfe  were  ftationed  at  Rug  in  Edeyrnion.  The  fnare  being 
laid,  Gryffydh  ap  Cynan  was  defired  by  the  treacherous  Welfh- 
man,  at  the  inftance  of  the  two  Englifh  lords,  to  give  them  the 
meeting  under  the  colour  of  a  friendly  conference.  With  a 
fimplicity,  which  neither  agreed  with  the  charajSler  of  the 
times,  nor  with  the  diftates  of  prudence,  the  Welfh  king  came 
to  the  place  appointed,  attended  only  by  a  few  retainers  whom 
he  had  brought  out  of  Ireland.  He  had  no  fooner  made  his  ap- 
pearance, than  he  was  feifed,  and  carried  in  chains  to  the  caftle 
of  Chefter.  His  attendants  were  allowed  to  depart,  without 
receiving  any  other  injury  than  the  lofs  of  a  tliumb,  which  was 

«  Vita  a.  GryfF.  Conani.     Welfh  Chron.  p.  114. 
*  Brit.  Ant.  Revived  by  Vaiighan  of  Hcngwrt,  p.  16.    Vita  fil.  Griff.  Cooani. 
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cut  off  fiom  the  right  hand  of  each.  This  inftance  of  whimfical 
barbarity  might  arife  from  the  inftigation  of  Meiiion  Gochj 
who,  from  the  prejudices  of  his  country,  would  deteft  them 
as  foreigners,  and  who  might  alfo  refent  the  partiality  which 
this  prince  had  always  entertained  for  the  IrifH. 

Gryffydit  remained  many  years  in  captivity  i  a  confinement,, 
no  doubt,  that  was  rendered  more  bitter,  from  a  fenfe  of  his 
own  inability  of  affording  protection  to  his  fubje6ls;  and  of 
preventing  the  fatal  innova^tions,  which  during  that  period,  were 
taking  place  in  Sa\ith  Wales  and  in  Powys,.    The  earl  of  Chef- 
ter,  having  difarmed  fb  formidable  an  enemy,  committed  dread* 
ful  ravages  in  North  Wales ;  and  in  order  to  preferve  the  con- 
queffs  he  had  made,   and  render  his  inroads  more  fafe  y  he 
ere6ted  a  fortrefs  at  Aberllienawg  in  Anglefey,    one  alfo  at. 
Caernarvon,   another  at  Bangor,  and  another  in  Meirionydh;> 
and  all  which  he  fumiflicd  with  ftrong  garrifons.' 

Resenting,  it  is  probable,  the  late  inroad  which  the  Wel(h> 
in  Gonjunftion  with  Edric  earl  of  Mercia,  had  made  into  the 
marches  of  Enghnd,  William  the  Conqueror  invaded  their 
country  with  a  powerful  force^.  The  Welfh  princes,  unable  to 
©ppofe  his  arms,  or  awed  by  the  influence  of  his  mighty  name,., 
fiibmitted  without  refiftance  to  pay  him  homage;  and  to  take, 
the  oath  of  fealty,  as   due  from  vaflals  to  a  fuperior  lord.* 

Thcfe- 

>  Camden's  Brit.  p.  655.     Vita  Qriff*.  fil.  Conani.. 
*    Matb*  Paris,  p.  9.     Lord    Lyttelton  fays,   that  Williain,   fatisfied  with  this 
mask  of  Taifalage^  exacted  no  tribute  as  from  a  conquered  country  ;  the  feudal  laws- 

regacdin{» 
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Thefc  hoftile  intentions  being  fet  afide  by.  their  peaceable  de- 
meanour, king  William,  agreeably  to  that  fpirit  of  piety  which 
in  thefedays  tinftured  the  mind  of  thefierceft  warrior,  marched    a,  d. 
with  his  army  to  the  city  of  Saint  David,  and  offered  up  his^'s^*^  ofwii- 

*•  hajii  the 

devotions  at  the  thrine  of  that  Saint/  A  few  years  after  his  ex-  Conqueror, 
pedition  into  Wales,  this  great  king  died  in  Normandy;  and 
was  fucceeded  by  William  Rufus,  his  cldeft  fon.  On  the 
'death  of  the  Conqueror,  the  fpirit  and  genius  of  the  Welfti  na- 
tion revived,  and  with  it  revived  alfo  the  variety  of  evils  which 
^re  incident  to  inteftine  divifions. 


A.  D. 

1087. 


The  three  foiis  of  Bleddyn  ap  Cynvyn^  defirous  of  recovering 
the  Sovereign ty  which  they  had  loft  by  the  murder  of  their 
father,  and  by  the  ufurpation  of  Trahaearn  ap  Caradoc,  raifed 
an  infurre^lion  in  South  Wales  againft  Rhys  ap  Tewdwr.* 
"That  prince  not  being  able  to  oppofe  a  force  foddcnly  en- 
-creafed  by  numbers  of  men  bred  in  the  -licentioufnefs  of  the 
times,  retired  into  Ireland;  and  having  powerful  alliances  in 
that  country,  he  procured  a  body  of  troops  compofed  of  Irifh 
^and  Scots ;  with  which  he  returned  into  South  Wales,  and  was 
joined  by  many  of  his  own  flAgefts.  The  princes  of  Powys, 
fenfible  that  difpatch  was  the  life  of  fuch  an  enterprife  as  theirs, 
by  a  rapid  movement,  attacked  Rhys^  on  the  fudden,  at  a  place 
called  Lhechryd  in  Radnor ;  and  before  1ms  army  was  ftrengthen- 

regarding  all  as  fuhjcds  who  were  admitted  to  homage,  and  of  courfc  cxcmptin|r 
7  them  from  fuch  impoiitions. 

Lord  Lyttelton's  Hift,  of  Henry  II.  vol.  IL  p*  49. 

^  WdfliChron.  p.  iij.  •  Ibid,  p.  ii;, 
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cd  by  the  reinforcement  which  was  haftening  to  join  him.  In 
the  battle  which  enfued,  •  fortune  decided  againft  the  infurgentsv 
Two  of  the  brothers  Madoc  and  Ririd  were  flain ;  and  Cadwgan 
the  other  brother,  faved  his  life  by  a  precipitate  flight.  This 
commotion  being  fortunately  ended,  Rhys  ap  Tewdwr,  with 
rewards  expreffive  of  his  gratitude,  difinifled  his  auxiliaries/ 

The  terror  which  had  been  impreflcd  upon  the  mhids  of  the 
Welfh,  by  the  decifive  character  of  the  late  Englifh  monarch, 
and  which  had  unnerved  the  public  arm,  fubfided  with  the 
death  of  that  fierce  warrior.  Early  in  the  reign  of  his  fon 
William  Rufus  an  infurredion  broke  out  upon  the  borders, 
A.  D.  excited  by  the  earls  of  Hereford  and  Shrewfbury.  The  Welfh^ 
eager  to  embrace  the  firft  favourable  moment  for  the  recovery 
of  their  liberties,  joined  the  malecontent  lords ;  and  rufliing 
with  great  fury  upon  the  Englifh  marches,  like  a  fire  which  had 
been  long  pent  up,  they  ravaged  and  laid  wafte  the.  country 
about  Worcefter,*  to  the  gates  of  that  city.'  They  were  how- 
ever, in  the  event,  repulfed  with  great  flaughter,  by  the  valour 
of  the  citizens,  excited  by  the  Ipirited  conduft  of  Wulilan,  their 
biftiop. 

An  incident  happened*  at  this  time,  fpringing  from  a  trivial 
occurrence,  which  produced  a  change  in  the  affairs  of  South 

>  Wynne's  Hift.  Wales,  p.  iia. 

*  Called  by  the  Romans  Brangonia,  by  the  Britons  Caer-Vrangoli,  and  by  the 
Saxons  Worceilre.    Humfrey  Lhuyd,  p.  26. 

»  Annales  Wavcrlenfes,  p.  136.  Simon  Dunelroc,  p.  2x4.  Math.  Paris,  p.  12, 
WcllhChron.  p.  118. 
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Wales  the  moft  important  and  decifive  j  and  which  in  fome 
meafure  was  the  caufe  of  the  final  ruin  of  Cambria,  Llewelyn 
and  Einion,  chieftains  of  eminence  in  South  Wales,  and  the 
fons  of  the  lord  of  Pembroke,  rofe  in  rebellion  againft  Rhys  ap 
Tewdwr  their  fover^gn ;  and  they  likewifc  drew  into  their  trea- 
Ibnable  defigns  Gryffydh  ap  Meredydh,  another  chieftain  of  the 
country.  Having  joined  their  forces,  they  marched  to  attack 
prince  Rhys,  who  then  refided  at  Llandudoch,  in  the  county 
of  Pembroke  j  where  an  aftion  enfued,  in  which  the  rebels  wci?e 
defeated^  and  GryfFydK  taken  prifoner^  the  two  other  leaders 
having  faved  themfelves  by  flight*  The  rel)cl.  chieftain  was 
inftantly  put  to  death  as  a  traitor ;'  the  firft  inftance  we  have 
feen,  in  thefe  miferable  times^  of  legal  juftice  having  daced  to* 
affert  her  prerogative- 


Einion,  dcfpcratc  by  the  late  event,  and  afraid  to  truft  Kis 
fafety  with  any  of  his  own  kindred,  aflbciated  mth  Jeftyn  ap 
Gwrgaint,  lord  of  Glamorgan  ;*  between  whom  there  was  av 
fimilarity  of  fituation  and  intereft,  he  being  at  that  time  in 
arms  againft  his  fovereign.  To  bind  themfelves  ftill.more  clofely 
to  each  other,  it  was  agreed,  that  Einion  (hoiild  marry  the 
daughter  of  Jeftyn,  on  condition  that  he  procured  a  body  of 
Normans  to  affift  in  their  enterprife;  as  that  chieftain  had  ferved 
in  the  Englifti  armies,  and  had  formed  an  acquaintance  with 
the  Norman  nobility.'  Influenced  by  thefe  powerful  motives^ 
Einion  haftened  into  England; 


«  Wclfli  Chron,  p,  1 19.  *  The  territory  of  Morgaitwg^  or  Morgan.. 

3  WcUh  ChroA«  p.  119. 
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The  defign  was  agreeable  to  the  enterprifing  fpirit  of  the 
age.  The  Englifti  princes  too,  had  always  employed  in  their 
various  attempts  of  fubjugating  Wales,  this  principle  of  Machia- 
velian  policy,  Divide  et  Impera.  And  at  this  time,  the  treafon 
of  two  men,  coinciding  with  the  views  of  Rufus,  infufed  a  fatal 
poifon  into  the  bofom  of  their  country. 


A.  D. 

1091. 


Robert  Fitzhammon,  a  gentleman  of  the  king's  privy 
chamber  and  baron  of  the  realm,  undertook  the  adventure. 
He  fclefted  for  this  enterprife  twelve  knights  of  confiderabk 
note,  who  agreed  to  ferve  under  him  with  a  large  body  of  forces.* 
Thefe  troops^  early  in  the  following  year,  landed  in  Glamorgan, 
and  were  received  with  great  honour  by»  Jeftyn  the  lord  of  that 
country ;  who  joining  his  forces  with  the  Normans,  laid  wafte 
the  territories  of  Rhys  ap  Tewdwr.  At  the  time  of  this  invafion 
the  prince  of  South  Wales  was  ^  above  ninety  years  old.  With 
a  fpirit  and  aftivity  uncommon  at  his  age,  he  marched  in  pcrfon 
againft  the  rebels  j  and  meeting  them  upon  the  black  mountain 
near  Brecknock,  after  a  fevere  and  bloody  conflifi:,  his  army 
was  vanquifhed,  and  this  ancient  and  gallant  prince  was  himfelf 
ilain  in  the  aftion.*  He  left  two  foi»  by  his  wife,  the  daughter 
of  Rhiwallon  ap  Cynvyn ;  GryiFydh,  and  another  fon,  who  at 
his  fathei's  death  was  a  prifoner  in  England.'     In  this  manner 

died'  Rhys  ap  Tewdwr  5  attempting  to  repel  the  deepeft  oppref- 

» 

*  Welfh  Chron.  p.  119. 
*  Wynne's  Hift.  Wales,  p.  x  12.     Humfrey  Lhuyd,  p.  80.     Polidore  Virgil,  lib.  X. 

P!i7W 

«  Humfrey  Lhuyd's  Brcv.  p. Si.    Welfli  Chron.  p.  120. 
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fion,  and  fighting  for  the  independency  of  his  country-  With 
this  warrior  funk  the  glory  of  the  principality  of  South  Wales  > 
after  whofe  deaths  betrayed  by*  the  vices  of  its  own  princes, 
and  torn  in  pieces  by  foreign  adventurers,  it  loft  its  ancient 
importance,  and  gradually  fell  into  decay. 


223 


The  treafon  of  the  Welfb  chieftains  having  thus  attained  Co 
fortunate  an  iflue,  Jcftyn  kept  all  his  engagements  with  the 
Normans  very  faithfully  5.  not  only  difmiffing  them  with  the 
ftipulated  pay,  but  with  prefents  fuitable  to  the  importance  of 
their  fervice.     Einion  demanded  of  Jeftyn  his  daughter  in  mar-  ' 
riagc,  agreeably  to  the  promife  he  had  made;  but  pro^erity 
leaving  rendered  that  chieftain  proud  and  infolent,  he  rejeded 
his  fuit,  and  even  imbittered  the  refufal  by  treating  him  with 
difdain.     Refenting  a  conduct  fo  faithlefs  and  ungrateful,  Einioix- 
haftened  after  the  Normans,  in  hopes  of  overtaking  them  be^ 
fore  they  had  failed.     On  his  arrival  at  the  iea  fhore,  he  found . 
they  were  already  embarked ;  and  as  he  might  not  be  heard  at . 
fo  great  a  diftance,  he  waved  his  mantle  as  a  fignal  for  them  to 
return.     Fitzhammon  and  his  knights  immediately  put  to  fhpre,. 
to  know  the  caufe  of  fo  extraordinary  a  procedure.     As  fooa  ^ 
as  they  had  landed,  Einion  laid  open  his  grievances,  and  likewife. 
the  facility  of  fubduing  a  territory  likely  to  remain  unprotefted 
by  the  Welih  princes;  who  muft  have  feen  with  an  eye  of  in- 
tfgnation  the  late  conduft  of  Jeftyn.     Touched  in  fome  meafure . 
with  the  injuries  of  their  friend  5  but  ftill  more,  it  is  probable, 
with  the  profpeft  of  poffeffing  fo  fertile  a  country,  Fitzhammon  - 
and  his  knights  readily  engaged  in  the  views  of  Einion ;  and 

4  contrary 
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contrary  to  every  principle  of  honour,  fuddcnly  invaded  the 
territory  of  Glamorgan.  Little  expefting  fuch  a  turn  of  for- 
tune, Jeftyn  was  eafily  difpoffeffed  of  his  territories/  They 
tlien  pi'oceeded  to  parcel  out  the  domain  agreeably  to  feudal  ideas.. 
Fitzhammon,  referving  to  himfelf  the  principal  parts,  with  the 
feigniory  of  the  whole ;  gave  the  remainder  of  that  province, 
to  be  held  as  iiefs  under  himfelf,  to  the  twelve  knights*  who 
ftiared  in  the  adventure ;  leaving  the  rough  and  barren  moun- 
tains the  property  of  Einion.' 

In  this  manner  were  the  lords  of  the  marches*  eftabliflied  in 
Wales ;  pofleffing  in  all  cafes,  except  the  power  of  granting  par- 
dons for  treafon,  "Jura  regalia.  In  the  caftle  of  CaerdifF*,  the 
lords  of  Glamorgan  ufually  kept  their  chancery,  exchequer,  and 
court ;  where  the  twelve  knights,  by  their  tenures,  were  obliged 
to  attend  one  day  in  every  month,  having  feparate  apartments  in 
the  caftle  for  that  purpofe.^     Each  of  the  other  lordfhips  had  a 

«  Hiirafreyl^huj^d's  Brev,  p.  So.  WelfliChron.  p.  120*  from  Ran.  Ceft.  lib.  Vil. 
cap.  Vir.     Marianus  Scotus. 

*  The  caflle  and  manor  of  Ogmore,  was  given  to  William  de  Londres  ;  the  lordfliip 
of  Neath,  to  Richard  Greenfield;  that  of  Coyty,  to  Paine  Turberville  ;  "Llan- 
Blethyan,  to  Robert  St.  Quintine  5  Talavan,  to  Richard  Siward ;  the  caflle  and 
manor  of  Penmarc,  to  Gilbert  Humfrevile  ;  the  caftle  and  manor  of  Sully,  to  Re- 
ginald Sully  ;  the  manor  of  Eaft  Orchard,  to  Roger  Berkrolles  ;  that  of  Peterton,  to 
Peter  le  Soor ;  that  of  St.  (icorge,^  to  John  Fleming ;  that  of  Fenvon,  to  John 
St.  John  ;  and  the  manor  of  St.  Donats  to  William  le  Eftcrling.  Sec  Wynne's  Hift. 
Wales,  p.  1 1 5. 

,j  Camden's  Britannia,  p.  609.  Gibfon's  edit.  Humfrey  Lhuyd's  Breviary,  p.  80. 
Welfh  Chron.  p.  12®. 

*  An  old  Englifli  word  fignifying  loundary.       •  Caerddffy  or  city  on  the  river  Tdf^ 

J  ^Wynne's  Hill.  Wales,  p.  1 1  j, 
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diftinfl:  jurilHiaion;  enjoying  the  fame  rights  with  that  of  Gla- 

morgan,  except  in  cafes  of  wrong  judgment,  when  an  appeal 

might  be  made  to  the  fuperioi"  court.     All  diiputes  in  matters  of 

equity  acifing  in  the  feverai  lordfliips,  were  determined  by  the 

chanceUor,  in  the  chancery  court  of  Glamorgan.' 

\ 

The  fortunate  iffue  of  the  late  adventure  raifed  among  the 
Norman  nobility  an  ardent  fpirit  of  enterprife.  The  king  of 
England  thr^w  powerful  incentives  in  their  way  j  alluring  them 
by  motives  of  interell  and  power,  thofe  flron|;  incitements  to 
human  conduct.  Several  barons  petitioned  the  crown  for  licence 
to  pofTefe,  under  homage  and  fealty,  thofe  territories  which  they 
might  conquer  in  Wales.  This  liberty  given  to  the  Englilh  lords, 
of  obtaining  at  their  own  charge  the  territories  of  the  WeUh, 
though  iprlnging  out  of  a  wife  policy,  was  apparently  grounded 
on  the  abfurd  idea  of  forfeiture  ;^  becaufe  that  people  had  re* 
nounced  the  allegiance,  to  which  they  had  fubmitted  through  ne- 
c^ty,  during  the  operations  of  Harold,  and  the  deciiive  reign 
of  the  Norman  conqueron 

The  fituation  of  South  Wales,  rendered  defencelefs  by  the 
death  of  Rhys  ap  Tewdwr,  favoured  the  defigns  of  thefe  military 
adventurers*  Among  the  foremoft  of  whom  was  Bernard  de 
Newmarche;*   who  eafily,  took  pofleillon  of  the  province  of    . 

Breck- 

»  Wclfli  Chron.  p.  121. 
*  Several  gentlemen  came  at  this  time  to  Brecknock  with  Bernard  dc  Ncvvmarche ; 
to  whom  he  gave  the  following  manors,   which  their  heirs  enjoy  to  this  time ;  the 
manor  of  Abercynuric  and  Slowch  to  the  Aubreys  i  the  manor  of  Llanhamlach  and 

Gg  Tnl- 
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Brecknock,  containing  three  cantrevs ;  and  to  colour  his  title 
with  fome  degree  of  popularity,  he  married  Neft,  a  grandaughter 
of  GryfFydh  ap  Llewelyn.'  Roger  de  Montgomery  earl  of 
Shrewfbury  was  the  next  who  did  homage  to  the  king  for  Caer- 
digan.  Amulph,  the  younger  fon  of  that  nobleman,  obtained 
likewife  the  great  lordfhlp  of  Pembroke/  In  this  eafy  manner, 
by  the  defultory  enterprifes  of  a  few  Norman  lords,  was  the 
principality  of  South  Wales  fubdued ;  the  ancient  feats  of  the 
Dimeta  and  Silures ;  who,  fupported  only  by  native  bravery,  had 
given  a  check  to  the  Roman  arms  $  and  whofe  defcendants  had 
baffled,  until  this  period,  the  utmoft  efforts  of  the  Saxon  and 
Norman  princes. 

The  kingdom  of  North  Wales,  and  the  principality  of  Powys, 
were  not  long  fecure  from  the  incroaching  fpirit  of  the  times. 
The  earl  of  Shrewfbury  did  homage  for  all"  Powys ;  and  brought 
under  his  fubjeftion  fome  diftrifts  in  that  territory;  particularly 
the  town  and  caftic  of  Haldwyn.'  This  important  fortrefs  he 
fortified  more  flrongly;  and  called  it  Montgomery,  after  the 
name  of  his  family/  The  principality  of  Powys  from  this  period 
had  little  concern  in  the  interefls  of  Wales.  The  poficy  of  Eng- 
land foon  rendered  that  territory>  which  had  been  for  ages  a 

Tal-y-Lhyn  to  the  Walbitfs  f  the  manor  of  Gilfton  to  the  Gunters ;  and  the  manor 
of  Pontwilym  to  the  Havards,  &c.  See  WelfhChron.  p.  150.  Camden's  Britannia, 
p.  590.  Gibfon's  edit. 

>  Welih  Chron.  p.  14?*  *  Ibid..  P*  ^S^* 

1  Built  by  Baldwyn,  Tieutcnant  of  the  Welfh  marches^  m  the  reign  of  WiUiam  the 
ill  ft*  See  Camden'i  Brit.  p.  650.  Gibfon's  edit* 

4\Vel(h  Chron.  p.  153. 
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barrier  of  defence^  a  dangerous  neighbour  upon  the  confines ; 
and  it  became,  by  the  defedion  of  its  princes^  an  infbnment 
of  mifchief  in  the  hands  of  the  Englifh  againft  the  national 
quiet  and  fafety. 

Hugh  Lupus,  earl  of  Chefter,  likewife^did  homage  for  Engle- 
field  and  Rhyvonioc ;  with  the  country  extending  along  the  fea 
fliore  from  Chefter  to  the  water  of  Conway.  Ralph  Mortimer  did 
the  fame  for  the  territory  of  Elvel  j  as  did  Hugh  de  Lacie  for 
the  lands  of  Euas  s  and  Euftace  Cruer  for  Mold  and  Hopedale/ 
Thefe  barons  endeavoured  to  fecure  their  conquefts  by  erecting 
fortrefles  ;*  and,  as  far  as  they  were  able,  by  fettling  in  them 
Englifh  or  Norman  inhabitants.  At  this  time,  Briftol,  Glouccf- 
ter,  Worcefter,  Shrewfbury,  and  Chefter,  were  rebuilt,  or  forti- 
fied; and  formed  a  fine  of  military  pofts  upon  the  frontiers.* 
Thus  the  laft  afylum  of  the  Britons  was  invefted  almoft  on  every 
fide,  or  broken  into  by  their  enemies.  The  kingdom  of  North 
Wales,  at  this  time  reduced  to  the  ifland  of  Anglefey,  to  the 
counties  of  Meirionydh  and  Caernarvon,  and  to  a  part  of  the 
prefeht  counties  of  Denbigh  and  Caerdigan,  ftiU  preferved  the 
national  charafler  and  importance.  The  natives  of  that  country, 
aided  by  the  virtue  of  their  princes,  became  more  formidable 
than  ever  to  the  Englifli ;  and,  at  times,  acquiring  union  with 
additional  vigour  from  delpair  i  theu"  enemiesj  inftcad  of  being 

*  Wclfh  Chron,  p.  151.  *  Vaughan'a  Britifh  Ant,  Reviv.  p.  18. 

1  Manufcript  relating  to  the  marclies  of  Wales,  m  the  pofleiGoa  of  Philip  Lloyd 
Fletcher,  Efq^  of  Gwernhaeled  in  Fllntflure. 
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able  to  make  new  conquefts,  held  thofe  which  they  had  already 
obtained  by  a  precarious  tenure. 

The  late  incidents  having  produced  a  flriking  change  in  the " 
fituation  of  Wales,  and  the  lords  of  the  marches  having  intro- 
duced  into  that  country  a  new  fyftem  of  jurifprudence  j  ibmc 
account  of  thofe  lords,  and  of  the  fyftem  which  they  intro- 
duced, may  be  interefting  to  the  reader.  The  conqueft  of  Wales 
had  been  always  a  leading  objedt  in  the  politics  of  England ; 
not  only  from  the  defire  of  more  extenfive  dominions,  but  as  a 
means  of  preventing  in  future  the  devaftation  and  mifery,  which 
the  animofity  of  a  warlike  and  an  injured  people  had  produced 
on  the  Englifti  borders.  The  utility,  likewrfe,  of  employing  in 
foreign  enterprifes  a  martial  nobility,  inclined  the  Norman  princes 
to  encourage,  by  every  incitement  of  advantage  and  honour,  the 
dangerous  defigns  of  fubduing,  pr  of  making  fettlements  in  Wales^ 

To  enable  the  Englifli  lords  to  preferve  the  obedience  of  the 
people  they  had  fubdued,  the  kings  of  England  allowed  them  to 
aflume,  in  their  fevefal  territories,  an  abfolute  juriicliftion.*  But 
they  did  not  hold  this  authority  under  any  grant  from  the  crown ; 
it  was  only  for  the  prefent  connived  at  by  the  prince ;  and  arofe, 
as  a  wife  meafure,  out  of  their  particular  fituations.  There  is 
not,  it  is  faid,  any  record  to  be  found  in  the  Tower,  or  in 
other  parts  of  England,  of  a  grant  having  been  given  to  any 
lord  of  the  marches,  to  poffefs  the  authority  annexed  to  that  dig- 

»  Lord  Herbert  of  Cherbury*s  Life  of  Henry  VIIL 

nity. 
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nity.  The  king's  writs,  liTuing  out  of  the  courts  at  Weftmin* 
fter,  did  not  extend  into  any  part  of  Wales  >  except  into  Pem- 
broke^ accounted  at  this  time  a  portion  of  England ;  neither  did 
the  fherifFs,  nor  other  officers  of  the  king»  execute  lus  writs  or 
precepts  in  any  other  part  of  the  country. 

The  high  privileges  incident  to  the  lords  of  the  marches, 
could  not  for  many  reafons  be  held  by  charter.    The  kings  of 
England,  when  they  gave  to  any  baron  fuch  land  a&  they  might 
conquer  fvcm  the  Welfh,  could  not  fiy  thoTe  immunities .  on  aoy 
certain  precin£l  ^  not  knowing  which,  or  whether  any  would  be 
eventually  fubdued.    The  lords  themielves  were  not  ioticitous  to 
procure  fuch  immunities ;  as  it  frequently  happened,  thjit  thofe 
eftates  of  which  they  had  taken  pofieflion,  were  afterwards  re- 
covered 6y  the  Welfh ;  either  by  compofition  with  the  kings  of 
England,    or-  by  force  of  arms.    Another  caufe  of  their  not 
poflefling  any  charters  of  prerogative,  was ;  that  fuch  privileges, 
ij  high  in  their  nature,  fb  royal  and  united  to  the  crown,  could 
not  by  the  laws  of  England  be  difunited  from  the  fame.     It 
was  therefore  thought  a  wifer  courfe,  to  fuffer  them  to  eftablifh, 
of  their  own  authority,  fuch  royal  jurifdidions,  rather  than  to 
hold  them  under  a  grant  from  the  fovereign ;  which,  if  at  any 
time  called  into  queflion,  might  be  adjudged  of  no  force.     Thofe 
lordftiips,  which  were  conquered, at  the  expence  of  the  Englifh 
princes  themfelves,  were  fubject  to  a  more  regular  jurifdi6tion ; 
being  governed  in  general  by  the  laws  of  England.' 

'i  •  Lord  Herbert's  Life  of  Henry  VIII. 
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The  lords  of  the  marches,  ieleding  the  mod  agreeable  and 
-fertile  parts  of  their  territories,  erefted  caftles  for  their  own  refi- 
dence ;  and  towns  for  the  accommodation  of  their  foldiers.     It 
«was  in  this  manner,  that  mod  of  the  prefent  towns  and  caftles 
on  the  frontier  of  Waks  were  built-    This  appears  by  the  an- 
cient charters  given  to  fuch  towns  by  thofe  lords  who  firfl 
'Concjuered,  or  founded  them,  expreflive  of  immunities  to  the 
burgeflesy  and  freemen ;  few  or  none  of  them  having  purchafed 
fuch  liberties  from  the  kings  of  England  till  many  years  after; 
vaad  when  that  was  done^  which  was  feldom  the  cafe,  they  were 
.  only  confirmations  of  privileges  granted  them  by  their  ancient 
AotAs.    Among  other  towns  and  caftles  about  this  time  built  in 
Wales,  were  Pembroke,  Tenby,  and  Havcrfordweft ;  erefted  by 
Strpngbo,  William  dc  Valence,  and  the  Haftings-  Newport  was 
/built  by  Martin,  lord  of  Cemaes ;  the  town  and  caftle  of  Cydweli 
by  Londrcs,  and  afterwards  enlarged  by  the  duke  of  Lancafter  $ 
the  towns  and  caftles  of  Swanfcy,  Oyftermouth,  Loughor,  Rad- 
nor, Buellt,  and  Rhaiadr,  were  erefted  by  the  Bruces,  the  Morti- 
mers,  and  the  Beauchamps  y  Blaen-Uyvni  by  Herbert ;  Aberga- 
venny  by  Dru  de  Baladon  j  and  in  after  times,  Ruthin  by  the 
iords  Grey  \  and  Denbigh  by  Lacie  earl  of  Lincoln.    The  greateft 
part  of  thefe  were  ancient  towns  x)r  .caftles  before  the  Norman 
xonqueft  j  which  had  been  dther  injured  or  deftroyed  by  the 
dev^tftations  of  war,  orin  the  Japfe  of  time. 

The  lords  .of  the  marches  hdd  vmder  the  hings  of  England, 
.by  the  tenure  of  ferving  in  wars  with  a  vcertaiu  number  of  their 

vaiTals ; 
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vafials  y.  and  of  furnifhing  their  caftles  with  ftrong  garrifons,  and 
with  all  military  implements. 

The  Englifli  laws  were  for  the  moft  part  adminiftered  in  the 
marches  of  Wales;    their  tenures,  likewife,   were  principally 
Engliih;  being  tranfmitted  by  £ne,  recovery,  feoffment^  and 
livery  of  feifin.    Some  lords^  from  motives  of  prudence,  permitted 
their  tenants,  who  were  natives  of  the  country,  to  enjoy  many 
of  their  ancient  laws ;  which  were  not  repugnant  to  thoie  of 
England,  or  injurious  to  their  own  intereil.     Among  other  con* 
ceflions  in  favour  of  the  Welfh,  were,  the  ufage  of  gavel-kind^ 
and  the  transfer  of  land  by  furrender  in  court ;  which  gained 
admiilion  into  the  jurifdidlion  of  theie  lordfhips  under  the  name 
of  cuftoms;   though  anciently  they  had  formed  part  of  the 
common  law  of  Wales.   A  fufEcient  number  of  people  not  being 
eaiily  obtained  to  coloniie  the  conquered  countries,  it  was  an 
obvious  policy  in  the  lords  of  the  marches,  to  footh  the  afperity 
of  conqueft,  by  allowing  the  Welfh  to  enjoy  many  of  their  an- 
cient cufloms.    As  the  mode  of  transfer,  as  well  as  the  princi* 
pies  of  fucceffion,  were  different  among  the  two  people  y  two 
courts  were  eflablifhcd  in  many  lordfhips,  in  which  the  cuflom 
of  each  nation  prevailed.     There  were,  however>  a  few  lordfhips, 
though  entirely  held  by  Englifh  tenures,  in  which  the  tenants 
were  permitted  the  cuflom  of  gavel- kind,  although  they  tranf- 
mitted their  lands  by  feoffment.     Thefe  eflates  were  faid  to  be 
held  by  Englifh  tenure  and  by  Welfh  JoU.    In  thofe  lordfhips 
where  the  land  was  thus  divided,  and  which  was  held  by  knights 
fervice,  the  lord  had  the  wardfhip  of  all  the  fons,  as  well  as 

daughters ; 
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dao^ters }  and  as  this  was  a  point  of  great  advantage,  it  might 
induce  fuch  lords  to  encourage  in  their  tenants  the  cuftom  of 
dividing  their  eftates  among  their  fons.  In  many  lordftiips  the 
Welfli  laws  were  not  in  ufc,  and  Englifti  cuftoms  entirely  pre- 
vailed. The  whole  jurifprudcncc  depended  entirely  on  tl^c  will 
of  the  firft  conqwrorst 

The^  chief  qualificdtian  of  a  lord  of  the  marches^  was,  that 
he  Should  hold  of  die  king  in  capite.  Though  conqueft  was 
the  general  pitnciple  on  which  his  right  was  founded,  in  fome 
inftances  his  digmty  proceeded  from  a  different  caufe ;  as  in  the 
cafe  of  Powys ;  a  great  part  of  which  was  never  gained  by  con- 
qu^  but  ch»i^d  into  lordfhips  marchers  by  the  following 
means.  The  princes  of  Powys,  tscmg  the  perilous  iituatix»  of 
their  country,  and  a^uated  by  fear,  or  interefted  motives,  made 
tteir  fubiEnii&ons  to  Henry  the  firft ;  and  agreed  to  hold  under 
him  their  fbveral  territories;  paying  the  fame  obedience  and 
duties,  which  the  lords  of  the  marches  owed  to  the  crown  of 
England.  Thus  did  feveral  of  the  lordfhips  in  Powys  differ 
from  others  ;  in  one  point,  however,  they  agreed ;  that  they  did, 
and  of  neceflity  muft,  hold  of  the  king  in  capife.  This  circum* 
fiance,  together  with  renouncing  obedience  to  the  princes  of 
Wales,  was  all  that  was  at  firfl  expeded  by  the  kings  of  Eng- 
land from  the  lords  of  the  marches.  The  barony  of  Powy« 
had  not  any  manors  which  held  under  it,  like  other  lordfhips 
which  were  obtained  by  conqueft  j  and  for  the  fame  reafon  there 
were  neither  knights  fees^  ^or  plow,  nor  ox  lands  in  thofe  lord- 
fhips 


I 
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fliipsj  theft  divifions  being  introduced  into  Wales  by  the 
Englifh  and  Norman  lords;  and  were  entirely  unknown  to 
the  Welfli  and  to  the  ancient  Britons. 
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Having  thus  given  a  fliort  account  of  the  introdu^on, 
and  the  nature  of  the  lords  marchers  in  Wales,'  eftablilhed  in 
the  country  at  different  periods,  we  fhall  reaffume  the  fubjeft  of 
the  hiftory. 

North  Wales  had  been  left  many  years  without  a  fovereign, 
in  the  power  of  the  earl  of  Chefter,  and  expofed  to  his  mercilefs 
ravages.  Since  the  death  of  Rhys  ap  Tewdwr  no  chieftain  had 
arifen  in  South  Wales  to  rekindle  the  ipirit  of  patriotifm  j  and 
that  country,  wrefted,  in  a  great  meafure,  from  the  hands  of 
its  native  princes,  had  been  parcelled  out  among  Norman 
adventurers.*  In  this  ftate  of  things,  when  the  profperity  of 
Waks  appeared  irretrievably  loft,  her  fortunes  were  changed  on 
a  fudden,  by  the  enterprifing  fpirit  of  a  few  individuals,  pofTefled 
of  neither  power  nor  confequence. 


I  This  account  of  the  lords  marchers  is  taken  from  a  manufcript  in  the  pofleiHon 
of  Philip  Lloyd  Fletcher,  Efq.  of  Gwerohaeled,  in  Flintflure. 

*  Brady  relates  out  of  Domefday,  that  William  the  Conqueror  granted  to  Hugh 
1-upus,  earl  of  Chefter,  North  Wales  in  form  at  the  rent  rf  £^0  per  annum  ;  befides 
Rhoa  andRhyvonioc,    Page  201. 

H  h  Grvffydh 
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Gryffydh  ap  Cynan  had  languiflied  twelve  years  in  cap* 
tivity/  neglefted  by  his  fubjefts,  or  what  is  more  probable, 
without  their  having  had  the  ability  to  procure  his  releafe.  The 
lituation  of  this  prince  excited  the  compaffion  of  a  young 
man,  named  Kynwric  Hir^  a  native  of  Edeymion  j  who  deter- 
mined,  if  poffible,  to  efFe6l  his  efcapc  out  of  prifon,  though 
at  every  hazard  to  himfelf-  The  enteiprife  was  bold,  generous^ 
and  full  of  danger.  Attended  by  a  few  followers  he  repaired 
to  Chefter,  under  pretence  of  purchafmg  neceffaries ;  and  having, 
early  in  the  evening,  gained  admittance  into  the  caftle,  while 
the  keepers  vftxt  deeply  engaged  in  feafling,  he  carried  on  his 
back  the  captive  prince,  loaded  with  chains,  and  conveyed  him 
with  fafety  into  his  own  dominions.  It  is  with  pleafure  we 
contemplate  an  a£tion,  like  this,  heroic  in  itielf^  and  dire£ted 
by  a  principle  of  mafculine  virtue, 

s 

Though  Gryffydh  ap  Cynan  had  thus  fortunately  efcaped 
out  of  the  hands  of  his  enemies,  he  had  many  difficulties  flitl 
to  encounter;  as  his  own  fubjefts  were  either  difpirited,  or 
alienated  from  him  j  and  the  Englifh  were  matters  of  the  country. 
His  danger  was  fometimes  fo  great,  that  he  was  obliged  to  lie 
concealed  in  woods  and  in  other  places  of  fecurity ;  but  after 
^  he  had  endured  a  variety  of  evils,  and  taken  thofe  cafUes  which 

the  Normans  had  erefted  during  his  captivity,  he  recovered  the 
entire  pofleffion  of  his  kingdom/ 

t         Candea't  Bik.  GibfoQ'i  edit.  p.  656.  *  Vita  Griffith,  fil.  Conani* 
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It  was  not  likely  that  the  impatient  fpirit  of  the  Welfti,  their 
ibvcreign  having  obtained  his  liberty,  would  remain  quiet  under 
the  late  ufurpations.  Gryffydh  ap  Cynan,  fired  with  rcfentment 
for  the  miferies  which  he  himfelf  and  his  country  had  endured, 
with  Cadwgan  the  fon  o£  Bleddyn  ap  Cynvyn,  invaded  the  ter- 
ritory of  Caerdigin  j  and  flew  great  numbers  of  the  Englifh, 
who  had  lately  fettled  in  that  country/  After  this  enterprifc 
the  two  princes  returned  into  their  own  territories. 

The  Normans  having  procured  a  reinforcement  out  of  Eng- 

land,  propofed,  by  a  fudden  inroad  into  North  Wales,  to  revenge 

the  injuries  they  had  lately  fuftained.     This  defign  was  difcovered 

by  Cadwgan;   and  that  prince,  fuddenly  intercepting  them  as 

they  marched  through  the  foreft  of  IJ^s,  defeated  their  forces, 

after  an  obftinate  refiftance,  and  obliged  them  to  retreat  with 

confiderable  lofs.    The  rapid  movements  of  the  Welfti  prince 

did  not  allow  his  enemies  leifure  to  breathe.     Purfuing  them 

clofcly  in  their  flight,  and  aflifted  by  the  general  confl:ernation, 

he  laid  wafte  the  country  of  Caerdigan  and  Pembroke;  de- 

moliflicd  every  fortrefs  lately  erefted,  except  the  caftles  of  Pem-f 

broke  and  Rydcors ;  which  by  their  fl:rength,  or  the  bravery  of 

the  garrifons,  bafiled  his  power.     Having  thus  recovered,  by  fo   A.  D. 

109a, 

fortunate  an  enterprife,  a  great  part  of  South  Wales,  Cadwgan 
returned  into  Powys.* 

Elated  with  fuch  unufual  proiperity,  and  animated  by  a 
{pint  of  patriotifm,  the  king  of  North  Wales,  and  the  fons  of 

•  WeUh  Cbron.  p,  15a.    Brit.  Antiq.  Revived  by  Vaughan  of  Hengwrt,  p.  jj. 

•  WeUh  Chron.  p.  152, 
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Bleddyn  ap  Cynvyn,  again  united  their  forces.  Not  content 
with  expelling  the  enemies  of  their  country,  they  carried  their 
arms  into  the  marches  of  England;  a  fpirit  of  ferocity  direding 
their  operations.  The  Welfli  princes  divided  their  forces  into- 
diflferent  parties;  one  of  which  was  defeated  by  the  earl  of  Shrcwf- 
bury/  The  other  bodies,  not  meeting  with  any  refiftance,  with, 
the  force  and  impetuofity  of  mighty  torrents,  fpread  along  the 
Englifti  borders  devaftation  and  ruin.  The  counties  of  Chcfter^. 
Hereford,  Worcefter,  and  Salop,  were  laid  wafte.  The  cities,  the 
towns,  and  many  villages  were  plundered^  or  fet  on  fire,  or 
levelled  with  the  ground ;  and,  with  a  cruelty  that  difhonoured 
the  juftice  of  their  caufe,  the  inhabitants,  without  any  dif*- 
tinftion  of  age  or  of  fex,  were  carried  away  prifoners,  or 
pcrifhed  by  the  fword. 

William.  RuFirs,  inflamed  with  rcfentment,  that  a  people^ 
who  had  yielded  a  tame  fubmiflion  to  his  father,  fhould  dare  to 
contemn  his  authority,  and  attack  him  in  his  owa  dominions, 
A'  ^*  raifed  a  great  army,  and  marched  in  perfon  into  the  confines  of 
7th  of  wii-  Wales.  The  Welfh  with  great  fpirit  repulfed  his  attacks;  and 
after  lofing  great  numbers  of  horfes  and  men,  he  was  forced  to 
return  with  diflionoiu'  into  England  to  reinforce  his  army. 
Flufhed  with  their  fuccefs,^  the  Welfh  princes,  on  the  retreat  of 
the  Englifti,  ventured  to  lay  fiege  to  the  caftle  of  Mont- 
gomery ;  reputed  the  ftrongeft  and  the  befl:  fortified  of  any  in 
Wales.    The  Normans  gallantly  defended  the  place  for  inany 


*  Annalcs  WaTcrlfic»f«,  p.  139^  from  Ang.  Script.  Hiftorise. 
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days }  but  the  WeUh>  haviog  found  means  to  utldemiine  ^e 

ft 

walls,  took  it  by  ftorm;  and  after  putting  the   gariifon  to 
the  fword,  levelled  that  fortrefs  with  the  ^*ound/ 

ft 

One. common  fpirit  6f  afi^rtiiig  their  freedoni  ammafttd.the 
Wdfh  at  this  foitQtia:tc  moment.  The.  Engli{h»  who  inhabited 
Soath  Wales,  were  attackcki'in  their  difFereht  fettlemehts;  and 
after  fome  defukory  refinance,  were  obliged  to  eTacoate  the 
country «  In  the  coHrfe  of  thefe  hdftilities,  Roger  Moni^moiy  a:  0, 
earl  of  Salop,  William  Fitztuftace eafl  of  Gloucefter,.and  other 
Englifh  noblemen  were  flaini/  Thus  at  length  did  this  gallant 
people,  whofe  fpirit  had  long  been  depreiSed  by  the  hand  of 
power, .  recover,  vsrith  fomewhat  like,  elaftic  £or&i,  Ae  im* 
portance  of  their  ancient  charafler; 


^37 


Though  the  Normans  had  been  driven  out  of  Sotath  Wifl*, 
they  were  in  no  meafure  reconciled  to  the  lofiof  their  fertile 
pofieffions.  They  provided  frefti  foldiers  to  garrifi)n  the  difierent 
rallies  which  they  had  eredted  in  the  country ;  belides  fumifliing 
each  of  them  with  a  proper  ftoc^k  of  provifions.  Retaming' into 
South  Waks,  once  more  to  contend  for  the  prize  widi  the  na- 
ftve  inhabitants,  they  were  afiaulted  by, the  fons  of  Ednerth  ap 
Cadwgan,  and  driven  back  into  England  with  great  (laughter. 
Itieir  feveral  fortreiies,  after  a  fpirited  defence  made  by  the 

I  Brompton's  Chron.  p«99i*     Simon  Dunelme,  p.  220.     Polydore  Virgil,  'J),  ifjm 
Walter  Hemingford  Canon  of- Ginebourne,  p.  46.5.     Annates  Wavcrleienfes,  p«  I39< 

•ftrbm- Ang.  Script*  Hiftorx*.  • 

•  Wellh  Chron,  p.  154^. 
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I094< 


^38  GRYFFYDH  AP  CYNAN.         Book  V. 

:garrifons,  were  yielded  up  to  the  Welfh;  who  for  fome  time 
were  left  in  quiet  poflef&on  of  a  great  part  of  the  country.  At 
the  fame  time,  two  chieftains  of  North  Wales,  joining  their 
forces  with  thofe  of  the  fons  of  Cadwgan  ap  Bleddyn,  one  of 
the  princes  of  Powy«,  made  an  inroad  into  Pembroke,  then  in 
the  pofleffion  of  Amulph  the  fon  of  Roger  Montgomery; 
and  after  having  laid  wafte  the  whole  country,  they  returned 
into  their,  refpeftive  territories  enriched  with  plunder.  The  caftle 
of  Pembroke,  lately  ereded  by  the  above-mentioned  lord»  had 
baffled  all  the  attempts  of  the  Welfh;  that  fortrefs  having  been 
gallantly  defended  by  Gerald  de  Windfor,  the  governor/, 

Ttts  late  difaflers,  and  the  difgrace  which  he  in  perf<Mi  had 

received,  excited  in  the  fierce  mind  of  Rufus  the  keeneft  indigna- 

A.  D.    tion.     He  entered  Wales,  a  fecond  time,  at  the  head  of  a  royal 

ioo6. 

0th  of  wii- army.    During  his  march,  the  aftivity  of  the  Welfti  cut  off 

liam  Rufus.  ... 

bis  provifions,  harrafied  his  troops,  and  confiderably  diminifhed 
his  numbers  both  in  men  and  ixories ;  for.  keeping  aloof  in  the 
woods  and  marches,  or  on  the  tops  of  the  mountains,  they  fud- 
^enly  attacked  the  Englifh,  with  great  advantage,  in  the  defiles 
of  the  country,  and  in  the  paflages  of  rivers.*  And  fuch  was 
the  valour  of  the  Welih,  and  fuch  the  conduft  of  their  leaders ; 
fo  great  were  the  difficulties  likewife  which  Rufus  found  in  at^ 
iettipting  to  penetrate  through  the  country,  or  in  drawing  the 
^nemy  to  a  battle,  that  in  defpair  he  gave  up  the  enterprife; 

I  Welfli  Chron.  p.  1 54. 
*  Brompton*8  Chron.   p.  992.     Mattb.  Weilm,  lib.  II.  fbl.  12.     Polydorc  Vir* 

and 
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and  after  r^ortifying  ibme  cafUes  upon  th^  borders,,  returned 
with  additional  dilgrace  into  England.' 

The  late  exertions  of  tJie  Wellh,  and  the  profperou&  turn  in 
their  affairs,  muft  furely  give  pleaflire  to  every  reader  of  fenti- 
ment,  who  feels  a  tender  concern  for  the  interefts  of  humanity ; 
and  who  has  feen  a  fpirit  of  private  rapacity,  direfted  by  the 
policy  of  England,,  and  B&ing  in  concert  with  its  power,  en- 
trenching, on  the  natural  rights  of  a  people,  inferior  in  every 
means  of  refource,  and  whofe  only  fupport  was  the  jufHce  of 
their  caufe,  and  an  ardent  valour  inipired  by  freedom.. 

Discomfiture  and  dilgrace  having  of  late  attended  on  thfe 
arms  of  England,  a  different  mode  of  condudting  the  war  was 
adopted;  Many  of  the  Norman  nobility  were  encouraged  to 
undertake,  at  their  own  charge,  the  conqueft  of  the  Welfhj  and 
about  this  time,  or  before,  many  barons  had  acquired  con- 
fiderable  fettlements,  in  thofc  parts  of  Wales  which  had  been  ' 
lately  fubdued,  or  along  the  frontiers  of  the  country.  Among  . 
others,  Peter  Corbet  fettled  on  the  l&rdfhip  of  Caurs,  A^rtimer 
on  Wigmore,  Fitz  Alen  on  Clun  and  Ofweflry,  Monthault  on 
Hawarden,  Fitzwarren  on  Whittington,  Roger  le  Strange  on 
Elefmere,  Drude  Baladon  on  Abergavenny,  and  Gilbert  t)n  Mony 
mouth.^ 

At  the  feciet  inftigation  o#  Owen  ap  Edwyn, ,  lord  of  Engle-  a.  D.' 
field,  and  of  other  chieftains  in  North  Wales,  a  very  formidable 

*  Bronpton's  Chron.    Matt.  Weft.    Polydore  Virgil. 
*  Manufcriptueatifeon  the  march^,  ifii>oflbffioiiof  Philip  Lloyd  Fletcher,  Efq*  • 

armjir/ 
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army  invaded  that  country,  under  the  command  of  the  earh  of 
.  Chefter '  and  Shrewfbuvy.'  GiTffydh,  the  kuig  of  North  Wales, 
and  Cadwgan  ap  Bkddyn,  not  being  able  on  a  fudden  to  colle6t 
a  force  fufficient  to  oppole  them,  and  not  having  the  neceffary 
confidence  in  their  troops,  gave  way  for  a  time,  and  retired  to 
the  mountains  for  fecurity.  The  two  earls,  meeting  with  no 
refiftance,  continued  theii-  march  into  that  part  of  Caernarvon- 

■ 

fhire  which  lies  opppfite  to  Anglefey.  GryfFydh  ap  Cynan, 
feeing  the  danger  which  threatened  the  feat  of  his  government, 
paffed  over  the  water  of  Menai,  attended  by  his  aflbciate  Cadwgan ; 
and  having  received  a  flight  reinforcement  out  of  Ireland,  he 
fecmed  determined  to  defend  the  ifland.'  At  this  critical  mo- 
ment, Owen  ap  Edwyn,  whofe  daughter  had  married  the  Welfh 
Jiii^,  and  who  was  likewife  his  principal  miniiler,  openly  avowed 
his  treafoB,  and  joined  the  Englifli  army  with  his  forces.  The 
Welfli  princes,  alarmed  at  the  perfidy  and  revolt  of  fo  powerful 
a  chieftain,  and  unaWe  to  oppofe  the  united  force  of  the  ene- 
my, withdrew  into  Ireland.*  No  longer  proteded,  the  ifland 
of  Anglefey  fell  an  eafy  prey  to  the  Englifli ;  who  poured  upon 
the  inhabitants  the  full  meafure  of  retaliation  for  the  cruelties 
which  had  been  lately  committed  in  the  borders  of  England.  It 
is  painful  to  relate  the  Angular  and  favage  barbarities  exercifed 
on  this  occafion;  xefembling  more  the  deliberate  malice  of 
ruffians^  than  the  impetuofity  of  foldiers.     Some  of  thefe  people 

had  their  hands  cut  off,  others  their  feet  5  ibme  had  their  eyes 

• 

^  Hugh  Fras^  or  the  fat  earl  of  Chefler. 
^  CaUed  by  the  Wetfli  Hugh  G^ch^  or  Hugh  with  th«  red  head. 
'  Welfli  Chron.  p^  155*  4  W^Ifli  Chron.  p.  1J5. 
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pulled  out,  others  were  caftrated,  and  great  numbers  were 
maflacred.  A  prieft  of  the  name  of  Kenred,  venerable  for  his 
years  and  his  wifdom^  having  taken  fanfluary  in  a  church,  the 
earl  of  Shrewibury  commanded  him  to  be  taken  from  thence ; 
ordered  one  of  his  eyes  to  be  pulled  out,  his  tongue  to  be  cut, 
and  caufed  him  likewife  to  be  deprived  of  his  manhood.'  We 
•  fliould  have  drawn  a  veil  over  fuch  a  fcene  of  barbarity,  if  the 
defign  of  hiftory  had  been  only  to  adorn  a  ftory ;  and  not  to 
point  the  inftruftive  moral,  or  to  delineate,  with  a  faithful  pencill, 
the  portraiture  of  men  and  manners. 

The  fafety  of  North  Wales,  at  this  perilous  crifist  depended 
upon  a  train  of  fortuitous  circumftances.  Magnus  tjie  (on  of 
Harold  king  of  Norway,  having  taken  pofleffion  of  the  Orkneys 
and  of  the  Ille  oi  Man,  arrived  accidentally  upon  the  cbaft 
jof  Anglefey.  Hearing  of  the  cruelties  committed  by  the  Englifli, 
and  touched  with  a  fenie  of  generous  pity,  he  determined  ^o  land 
his  forces,  and  to  pre&rve  the  miferable  inhabitants  from  de-^ 
ftrudlion.*  The  Englifh  endeavoured  to  oppofe  the  Norwegians. 
In  the  attempt,  the  earl  of  Shrewibury  was  (lain.  The  prince 
of  Norway,  obferviiig  that  nobleman  reiblute  in  oppofing  his 
landing,  and  whofe  impetuous  valour  had  carried  him  into  the 
fea,  levelled  an  arrow;  which  through  the  opening  of  his  armour 
picKed  his  right  eye,  and  reaching  his  brain,  he  fell  down  con- 

vulfed  into  the  water.    The  Norwegian  prince,  on  feeing  Jiim 

>  « 

'  Brompton's  Chron.  p.  994.    Fabian,  p.  315. 
•  Wcllh  Chron.  p.  1 56.    Vit.  Griffiihi.  fil.  Conan. 
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fall,  exultingly  cried,  **  Let  him  dance." '  This  accidental  ftroke 
of  juftice,  feen  by  the  eye  of  fuperftition,  made  the  Welih  to 
conclude,  that  the  arrow  had  been  dii-e6led  by  the  immediate 
hand  of  the  Almighty. 

The  death  of  the  earl  of  Shrewlbtiry  produced  fome  diforder- 
among  the  Englifh,  and  obliged  them  to  abandon  the  fhore. 
The  earl  of  Chefter>  on  this  difafter,  fuddenly  retreated  into^ 
England ;  kaving  bwen  ap  £dwyn  to  enjoy  for  a  time  the 
fruits  of  his  treafon.  The  Norwegiahs  finding  that  the  Englifh 
had  not  left  any  thing  to  plunder,  immediately  re-embarked.* 
This  attempt  was  the  laft  enterprife  of  any  of  the  northern: 
natiohs,^  to  plunder  or  to  fubdue  this  country  J 

A^TER  dn  absence  of  two  years  in  Ireland,  Gryffydh  ap  Cynan,. 
attended  by  Cadwgah,.  returned  into  Wales ;  and  concluded  a 
^eace  with  the  Englifh,  upon  terms  of  great  disadvantage.  The 
dominions  of  GrylFy^,  1^  this  treaty,  were  reduced  to  the  ifland 
of  Anglefey ;  and  Cadwgan  retained  only  the  tenitory,  of  Caer- 
digan,  and  a  fmall  part  of  Fowys/  Unacquainted  as  we  are 
with  the  fpriogs  of  aftion,  it  is  not  eafy  to  account  for  the  long 
abfence  of  GryffycBi ;  or  to  trace  in  his  prefent  conduft  any 
marfcs  of  that  vigour,  tind  decifion  of  charafter,  which  diftih* 
guiAed  the  cariy  operations  of  his  reign. 

*  Girald.  Cambr.  Itin.  cap.  VII.  Sim,  Du&elme,  p.  12^       *  WeUh  Chron.  p»  156*. 

3  Hume's  Hifl.  Eng.  In  the  courfe  of  this  expedition,  the  earlof  Chefier  rebuilt  the 

caftle  of  Dij^anwy,  the  feat  of  the  ancient  princes  of  Wales.    King's  Vale  Royal  of 

Cheihire,  p.  48. 

4  WeUh  Chrofr.  p.  i  ;6. 
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It  might  feem,  as  if  fome  degree  of  retaliative  jufticc,,  dilHn- 
guiflied  the  death  of  William  Rufus  king  of  England ;  who  was 
flaih  by  accident,  as  he  was  hunting  in  the  New  Foreft  in 
Hampihire.    His  younger  brother,  Henry  the  iirft,  fucceeded  to    a.  d, 
the  EitgUfh  crown. 
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Robert  Belesmo,  the  fon  of  Roger  Mon^tgomery  carl  of  a.  d. 
Shrewibury,  and  Ar^ulph  his  brot^ier  carl  of  l^cmbroke^  having 
cpgagcd  in  rebdHon  againft  Hairy,  drew  into  -their  ^treafonable 
defigns  Mercdydh,  Cadwgan,  and  Jorwerth  5  the  three  princes  of 
Powys,  and  fons  to  the  late  king  Bleddyn  ap  Cyhvyn*  The 
Englifh  king  marched  in  perfon  with  a  large  arpy  ag^inft  ,tH^ni ; 
and  repairing  to  the  marches  of  Wales,  .laid  fii^e  tp  the  ca|ftle 
of  Bridgenorth.  Finding  this  fortrefs  too  ftrong,  on  account  of 
its  fituation  and  warlike  appointments,  to  afford  him  the  profpe£l 
of  reducing  it  eafily,  he  &nt  privately  to  JorWerth>  one  pf,  the 
Welfh  princes  J  in  hopes,  by  fuch  motives  as  were  likely  tp* 
touch  his  refentment,  or  his  intereft,  to  detach  him  from  the 
rebds,  and  incline  him  to  engage  in  his  feryice.    He  offered  him 

« 

the  territories  which  the  two  carls  rppfTeffed  jn  \VaIes,  without 
paying  tribute,  or  taking  any  oath  pf  aUe^ponce  ^  ^and  at  the 
fame  time,  he  recalled  to  his  memory  the  many  and  deep  injuries 
which  his  country  had  received  from  the  families  of  thofe  lords. 
Thefe  ofers,  artfully  dire^ed  to  the  feelings  of  the  Welfti  prince, 
were  gladly  apcepted. '  Jorwerth  impi^d^ajely  joined  t^e  ,kipg  5 
and  with  the  ufual  animofity  of  a  dqCerter,  ^tached  Jiis  troops 
to  ravage  the  ellates  of  the  two  Englifh  earls.  The  perfidy  of 
his  condu^  «threw  his  brothers  and  the  rebel  lofds  into  the  utmofl 

I  i  2  difmay  f 
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difmay  j  they  defpaired  of  being  able  to  make  head  againft  the 
king^  and^  within  a  little  time  after,  the  confederacy  was^  diifolved.*' 


As  foon  as  king  Henry  had  returned  into  England,  Jorwerth 
arrefted  his  brother  Mere^dh>  and  confined  him  in  prifon ;  his 
other  brother  Cadwgan  he  took  into  favour,  and  gave  him  the 
territory  of  Caerdiff,  and  a  part  of  Powys.  He  then  repaired 
to  the  Englifh  court,  in  full  confidence  of  receiving  from  Henry 
a  fuitable  recompfencc  for  the  lervices  he  had  lately  performed. 
The  king,  however,  wanting  no  longer  his  affiftance,  not  only^ 
received  him  with  great  coldnefs,  but  deprived  him  alfo  of  thofe 
territories  which  he  had  received  as  the  reward  of  his  treachery  j 
and  he  was  diiinified  from  the  court  covered  with  fhame  and 

difappoihtment/     Richard  de  Belmarfb  the  biftiop  of  London, 

* 

was,  at  this  time,  appointed  Warden  of  the  marches.  This  prelate 
iummoned  Jorwerth  to  attend .  him  at  Shrewfbury,  under  pre- 
tence of  conMting  about  public  affairs ;  but  as  foon  as  the 
A.  D.  Wclfh  prince  made  his  appearance,  he  was  arrefted  for  treafon, 
found  guilty  of  the  real  or  alledged  charge,  and  committed  ta 
prifon.'  Thediflruft  of  a  traitor,  and  the  dread  of  the  effefts 
arifing  from  difappointed  ambition,  were  no  doubt  the  real  mo^ 
tiVes  which  produced  his  difgrace. 

A  SERIES  of  feuds  and  hoftilities,  unpleafihg  in  the:  recital^, 
arife,  at  this  period,  in  the  hifloiy  of  Wales.  Thefe  intefline 
diviiions,  too  defcriptive  of  the  manners  of  the  Wclfh,  were  the 

•  WcUh  Chron.  p.  ij8.  *  Ibid.  p.  159.  ^  Ibid,  p,  160. 

means 
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means  of  accelerating  the  ruin  of  their  ftates ;  deftroying  by  de- 
grees  their  union  and  their  ftrength,  and  affording  opportunities 
to  the  Englifli  kings  of  detaching  the  Welih  chieftains  from  the 
interefb  of  their  couptry. 

Cadwgam  ap  Bleddyn^  in  the  Chriftmas  holidays,  invited   a.  d. 
the  chieftains  who  refided  in  the  country  adjacent,  to  a  feaft  at 
his  caftle  in  ibme  part  of  Pembroke.    In  the  courfe  of  their 
feftivity,^  mead^  the  wine  of  this  country,   having  raifed  their 
ipirits,  Neft '  the  wife  of  GeraU,  the  governor  of  Pembroke  caftle, 
was  fpoken  of  in  terms  of  admiration  ;  the  beauty  and  elegance 
of  whofe  pcrfon,  it  was  faid,  exceeded  thofe  of  any  lady  in  Wales. 
The  curiofity  of  Owen  the  fon  of  Cadwgan  was  flxongly  excited 
to  fee  her ;.  and  he  had  little  doubt  of  obtaining  admittance,  as 
there  was  a  degree  of  relationihip  fubfifting  between  them.  Under 
colour  of  a  friendly  vifit,  the  young  chieftain,,  with  a  few  of  his    - 
attendants,  was  introduced  into  the  caftle.    Finding  that  Fame 
had  been  cold  in  her  praiie,  he  returned  home  deeply  enamoured 
of  her  beauty,,  and  fired  with  an  eager  defire  of  enjoying,  her* 
The  iame  night,  returning  with  a  party  of  his  retainers,  as 
daring  and  diflblute  as  himfelf,^  he  fecretLy  entered  the  caftle ; 
and  in  the  eonfufion  produced  by  fetting  it  on  fire,  furrounded 
the  chamber  in  which  Gerald  and  his  wife  flept.    Awaked  by  the 
n(»fe,  Gerald  niihed  out  of  bed  to  inc^uire  into  the  cauie  of 
the  difturbance.    His  wife,  alarmed  at  the  danger  which  threat- 
ened her  hufband,  prevented  his  opening  the  door;  and  advifing 
him  to  retire  to  the  Privy,  ftie  affifted  him  in  pulling  up  the 

*  CarodcnU  Brit.  p».630.  Gibron's  edit. 
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ioardj  by  which  means,  and  her  farther  afliftance,  he  let  him- 
fclf  down,  and  made  his  efcape.  The  ruffian  and  his  followers 
then  broke  open  the  chamber  door  ^  and  after  a  diligent  fearch, 
not  finding  Gerald,  they  feifed  his  wife  and  two  of  his  fons,  be- 

\  ft 

fides  a  fon  and  a  daughter  which  he  had  by  a  concubine ;  then 

,  .  .  . 

leaving  the  caftle  in  flames^  and  ravaging  the  country^  he  carried 
off  Neft  and  the  children  into  Powys.  This  adventure  gave 
Cadwgan  the  greateft  uneafinefs.  Afraid  left  Henry  might  re- 
venge oh  his  head  the  atrocious  a£tion  of  his  fbn»  he  came  into 
•Powys  J  and  requefted  Owen  that  he  would  fend  back  to  Gerald 
his  wife  and  children,  as  well  as  the  plunder  which  he  had  taken. 
The  young  chieftain,  whofe  love  was  heightened  by  the  poflef^- 
fion  of  his  miftrefs,  refufed  to  xeftore  her.  Whether  (he  yielded 
to  the  violence  of  her  lover  from  choice  or  from  neceflity,  is  un- 
certain ;  but  he  foon  after  fent  back  to  GeraU  all  his  children, 
at  her  particular  rcqueft.' 

tDwEN  being  afraid  of  receiving  frorn  the  warden  of  th« 
marches  the  punifhment  due  to  fuch  an  outrage,  cfcaped  with 
all  his  aflbciates  into  Ireland,  His  father  Cadwgan  fecreted  him- 
felf  for  a  time  in  Powys  ^  but  having  fatisfied  king  Henry  of 
his  innocetjce  concerning  tiie  late  affair,  he  was  permitted  to  re- 
main in  his  own  country,  and  to  enjoy  the  town  and  eftates 
which  he  held  in  right  of  his  wife;*  he  was  fome  time  after 
j-einftated  in  the  poffeirions  which  had  belonged  to  him  in  Caer- 
digan,  on  paying  to  the  king  a  fine  of  one  hundred  pounds. 

»  W^lfli  Chron.p.  164.  and  Wynne's  Hift.  Walct,  p.  X19. 

» 

*  Wdlfti  Chron.  p.  i^j. 
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After  many  years  confinement,  Jorwerth  ap  Bleddyn  was 
releaied  out  of  prifon,  and  reftored  to  his  territory  5  on  his  paying 
a  fine  of  three  hundred  pounds  ia  money,  or  of  that  valuo  in 
cattle  or  horfes/ 

Soon  after  his  relealb,  this  prince  and  his  brother  Cadwgan 
repaired  to  England,  to  tranfaf):  with  Henry  fbme  affairs  of 
their  own.*  During  their  abfence,  Owen  the  fon  of  Cadwgan,  a.  Di 
who  was  jufi  arrived  out  of  Ireland,  and  whofe  turbulent  ipirit. 
was  always  in  motion,  murdered  a  bifhop,  with  all  his  attendants, 
on  his  journey  to  the  Ei^liih^court ;?  and  then  retired  for  fecurity 
into  his  father's  territories.  This  outrage  being  reported  to 
Henry,  Cadwgan  was  called  to  anfwer  for  the  conduft  of  his 
fon ;  but  the  e^cufes  he  made  not  having  (atisfied  the  king,  his 
eflates  were  taken  from  him ;  that  prince  telling  him,  at  the  fame 
time,,  that  his  territories  fhould  be  given  to  one,  who  with  a^ 
firmer  hand,  would  be  able  to  re/lrain  fuch  diforders.  He  fettled, 
on  him  a  penfion  for  life  \  and  charged  him  on  his  allegiance, 
not  to  enter  into  any  part  of  Wales  until  licence  fhould  be  given; 


The  territory  of  the  Welfh  prince  was  given  to  Strcoigbow 
tarl  of  Strigil,  on  the  ufual  condition  of  obtaining  pofTefJion  by 
the  fword.  This  baron  foon  after  landing  in  Caerdigan,  cafily 
accomplifhed  his  views  of  conqueft ;  and  to  render  his  pofleflions 
nore  fecure,  he  ereded  two  fortrefles;  one  of  which  he  built  a.  D» 
on  the  fea  fliore,  about  a  mile,  from  Llanbadarn,  and  the  other  "^' 
at  a  place  called  Dingeraint,  on  the  river  Teivi.* 

*  WeUh  Chroo.  p.  166, 1679  168.  *  Ibid. .        ^  Ibid. ,         ^  Ibidr  p.  169. 

3  Madoc 
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Madoc  ap  Ririd,*  a  coufin,  and  a  wild  alTociate  of  Owen, 
the  favage  chieftain  of  Powys,  returned  out  of  Ireland.  Having 
fecreted  himfelf  in  the  territory  of  his  uncle  Jorwerth,  that 
prince,  dreading  the  recent  fate  of  his  brother  Cadwgan,  gave 
orders  to  his  vaflals  that  they  fhould  treat  his  nephew  as  an 
enemy.  Madoc,  upon  this,  collefled  a.  body  of  outlaws ;  with 
whom  he  lay  concealed  amidft  the  rocks  and  recedes  of  the 
woods,  waiting  for  an  opportunity  of  revenging  the  affront. 
He  likewife  entered  into  a  friendftiip  with  Llywarch  ap  Trahaeam, 
between  whom  and  the  family  of  his  uncle,  fubfifted  a  deadly 
feud.  Having  intelligence  that  Jorwerth  intended,  on  a  certain 
nighty  to  fleep  at  Caereinion  in  the  county  of  Montgomery,  the 

two  chieftains  with  their  followers  furrounded  the  place  at  mid- 

« 

night.  The  Welfti  prince  and  his  attendants,  ftarting  from  their 
ileep,  defended  the  houfe  with  much  fpirit  a  confiderable  time. 
The  aflailants,  unable  to  make  any  impreffion,  fet  it  on  fire. 
In  this  extremity,  the  people  within  endeavoured  to  make  thdr 
efcape^  in  doing  which,  fame  of  them  had  the  good  fortune 
to  pufh  through  the  enemy,  others  were  flain  in  the  attempt, 
and  the  remainder  were  burned  in  the  houfe.  Jorwerth  himfelf, 
attempting  to  force  his  way,  rufhed  on  the  fpears  of  the  af- 
failants ;  but  being  overpowered,  he  was  driven  back,  and  perifhed 
in  the  flantes.  . 

As  foon  as  Henry  heard  of  this  ferocious  tranfaftion,  calling 
Gadwgan  into  his  prefence,  he  received  that  prince  into  favour  j 
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and  gave  him  the  territoiy  which  his  late  brother  had  pof- 
fefled  in  Powys;  and,  from  motives  which  do  not  appear,  he 
even  extended  his  grace  unto  Owen,  defiring  his  father  to  fend 
for  him  out  of  Ireland ;  whither  he  had  fled  on  account  of  the 
late  murder  of  the  biftiop/ 

Madoc,  finding  his  uncle  Cadwgan  in  poffeffion  of  his 
late  brother's  territories,  though  his  hands  had  been  already 
ftained  with  the  blood  of  one  kinfman,  determined  the  firft  op- 
portunity to  imbrue  them  ftill  deeper,  by  the  murder  of  his 
other  uncle  Cadwgan.  This  prince,  having  reduced  his  terri- 
tories, in  fome  degree,  to  a  ftate  of  tranquility,  by  a  ftrift 
adminiftration  of  juftice,  repaired  to  Pool  *  in  Montgomeryfhire, 
attended  by  the  elders  of  the  country  5  where  he  began  to  ereft 
the  caftle  of  Powys,  in  which  he  intended  to  refide.  During 
his  refidence  at  Pool,  he  was  on  a  fudden  aflaulted  by  his 
nephew  Madoc,  and  bafely  murdered  before  he  had  time  to  fly, 
,  or  even  to  prepare  for  his  defence.  Thus  died,  after  a  variety 
of  fortunes,  Cadwgan  the  fon  of  Bleddyn  ap  Cynvyn  5  dignified 
by  Camden  with  the  title  of  the  renowned  Briton ;  a  prince, 
whofe  valour,  fenfe  of  juftice,  and  other  milder  virtues,  might, 
in  any  age  but  this,  have  exempted  him  from  a  death  fo  cruel, 
and  fo  unworthy  of  his  character. 

» 

On  the  murder  of  his  uncle,  Madoc  applied  to  the  warden 
of  the  marches  for  land  which  had  been  formerly  promifed  him  j 
and  that  oflicer,  influenced  by  the  refentment  he  had  borne  to 


«  Wclfh  Chron.  p.  170,  171. 

Kk 


*  Tmllwng, 


Cadwgan 


ejo 


GRYFFYDH   AP  CYNAN.  Book  V. 

Cadwgan  and  his  family,  granted  his  requeft  \  and  what  is  ftill 
more  fingular,  kii^  Henry  received  the  ruffian  into  favour^ 
upon  his  paying  a  fine/ 

A  SERIES  of  retaliated  injuries  arife  in  regular  fucceflionj  evils- 
naturally  fpringing  from  the  paflions  when  they  ufurp  the  fword 
of  juftice*  Meredydh,  the  only  furviving  fon  of  Bleddyn  ap 
Cynvyn,  caufed  an  inroad  to  be  made  in  the  territory  belonging 
to  Llywarch  ap  Trahaeam,  who  had  been  acceflary  to  the  mur- 
ders lately  committed  on  his  brothers.  Faffing  in  the  night 
through  the  land  of  Madoc  ap  Ririd,  the  retainers  of  Meredydh 
meeting  a  vaffal  in  the  fervice  of  that  chieftain,  inquired  for  his 
matter ;  the  man  at  firft  affe<9ing  ignorance,  was  threatened  with 
inftant  death  ;  he  then  gave  them  intelligence  that  his  chief  was 
in  a  place  at  no  great  diftance.  Early  in  the  morning,  the 
party  furrounded  Madoc,  flew  many  of  his  followers,  and 
brought  him  prifoner  to  Meredydh  >  who  fent  to  his  nephew 
Owen  to  decide  his  fate.  That  chieftain,  reflefting  that  he 
himfelf  had  been,  in  various  adventures,  an  aflbciate  of  Madoc, 
A.  i>-  and  that  they  were  united  by  oath  in  the  bonds  of  friendfhip, 
determined  not  to  put  him  to  death ;  though  with  a  whimfical 
refinement  in  mercy,  he  fatisfied  his  revenge  by  putting  out  his 
eyes.*  Incidents  like  thefe,  arifing  from  the  coUifion  of  con- 
tending parties,  prefent,  in  fanguinary  tints,  a  lively  pidlure  of 
barbarifm. 


11-12. 
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.    In  the  courfe  of  thefe  events,  Henry  the  king  of  England 
Hc^rv  L  ^^  ^^  opportunity  of  giving  to  his  territories  in  South  Wales,  . 

■  WeUhCbron*  PM70,  i7i»         *  WelfiiChron*  p.  172- 
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an  increafe  of  fecurity  and  ftrength,  of  the  moft  beneficial  and 
ftable  nature.  In  the  reign  of  his  father  a  great  number  of 
Flemings,  having  been  driven  out  of  their  habitations  by  a  very 
uncommon  inundation,  had  come  over  into  England.  *  That 
king  had  entertained  them  with  much  cordiality,  from  juft  no- 
tions of  policy  i  to  increafe,  by  fuch  a  number  of  ufeful  inhabi- 
tants,  the  riches  and  ftrength  of  his  kingdom.  Many  of  thefe 
people,  having  been  difperfed  in  different  parts  of  his  domi- 
nions, began  by  their  numbers  4d  create  fome  uneafinefs ;  which 
Henry  removed  by  fettling  them  as  a  colony  in  South  Wales ; 
where  he  gave  them  the  country  adjoining  to  Tenby  and  Haver- 
fordweft,  in  which  their  pofterity  remain  to  this  day* ' 

The  king  of  North  Wales,  for  fome  time  paft,  had  never 
done  homage,  nor  had  paid  tribute  to  the  crown  of  England* 
Having  lately  overcome  his  foreign  enemies,  Henry,  received 
complaints  from  the  earl  of  Chefter,  that  frequent  devaftations 
had  been  committed  on  his  territories  by  Gryffydh  ap  Cynan, 
and  by  Gronw  the  fon  of  Owen  ap  Edwyn  the  lord  of  Engle- 
field.  Similar  complaints  had  been  likewife  made  by  the  earl  of 
StrigiT,  to  whom  Henry  had  lately  given  Caerdigan;  that  Owen 
the  fon  of  Cadwgan  kept  a  number  of  retainers,  who  frequently 
plundered  and  infefted  his  country.*  On  thefe  complaints, 
Henry  fwore  in  his  anger,  that  he  would  not  leave  a  Welfliman 
alive  in  North  Wales,  or  in  Powys ;  that  he  would  exterminate 

«  Wm.  Malmfcury,   p.  ijS.     Girald.  Camb.  Itio.  lib.  1.   cap.  XL     Vcrftcgan, 
chap.  IV..  p.  loo.    Humfrey  Lhuyd's  Breviary,  p.  58. 

*  Welfli  Chron.  p.  173. 
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the  nation ;  and  would  fettle  in  each  country  new  inhabitants  out 
of  his  own  dominions.  To  execute  this  threat,  he  drew  to«- 
gether,  from  different  parts  of  his  kingdom,  a  very  confiderable 
force;  .and  Alexander  the  Fierce,  who  then  reigned  in  Scot*- 
land,  ferved  under  him  in  perfbn. 

Thi^ee  armies  were  formed;  one  of  which,  compofed  of  a 

large  body  of  Scots,  and  the  power  of  the  north,  under  the  con*^ 

duftof  the  Scottifh  king,  and-tlie  earl  of  Chefler,  was  defigned 

for  the  conquefl  of  North  Wales  j  another,  confifling  of  the 

^  ftrength  of  Cornwall,  and  a  fourth  part  of  England,  led  by 

A.  D.    the  earl  of  Strigil,  was  ordered  to  invade  thofe  parts  of  South 

1114-  .  ^  * 

14th  of     Wales  which  were  ftill  pofleflfed  by  the  natives ;  and  a  third, 

Henry  1.  .  ^  •  .  .  ' 

taking  in  the  flower  of  his  military  va^ls  in  the  middle  part 
of  his  dominions,  was  commanded  by  the  king  of  England 
himielf,  with  which  he  propofed  to  fubdue  all  Powys,  Never 
was  the  Welfh  nation,  tor  all  appearance,  in  fuch  danger  as 
at  this  period;  the  florm  gathering  from  different  quarters, 
feemcd  ready  to  burft,  and  to  overwhelm  it  in  ruin. 

« 

Intimidated  at  the  profpeft,  Meredydh  the  fon  of  Bleddyn 
ap  Cynvyn,  delivered  hunfelf  up  to  the  mercy  of  Henry  j  and 
his  nephew  Owen  the  fon  of  Cadwgan  fled  to  Gryffydh  ap 
Cynan*  The  king,  on  this  turn  in  affairs,,  changing  .his  firft  de- 
fign,  and  dire^Sting  all  his  force  againfl  North,  Wales>  advanced 
himfelf  to  Murcaflell ;  and  the  king  of  Scots,  in  concert  with 
him,  penetrated  as  far  as  Pennant  Bachwy.  The  inhabitants, 
as  ufual^  retired  to  the  mountains } .  and  by  the  prudent  orders  of 

their 


BookV.  GRYFFYDH  AP  CYNANl  253 

their  king,  having  carried  away  their  cattle  and  provifions,  fuch 
a  large  army  could  not  purfue  them  for  want  of  flibfiflence,  as 
well  as  from  the  natural  difficulties  of  the  country :  and  the 
Englifh  parties  who  attempted  to  do  it,  were  attacked  by*  the 
Welfti  in  the  d^es  of  the  mountains,  and  were  either  cut  to 
pieces,  or  repulfed  with  great  lofs/ 

Unable  to  penetrate  the  countiy^  with  fafety  to  his  troop?, 
or  with  credit  to  his  arms,  Henry  had  recourfe  to  the  arts  of 
negotiation.     The  king,  of  Scotland  was  made  the  firft  inflru- 
ipent  in  carrying  on  the  defign.     He  propofed  to  Gryfiydh  ap 
Cynan,*  that  if  he  would  appear  and  yield  himfelf  up,  he  fhould 
be  taken  into  Henry's  favour.     But  the  Welfli  king,  aware  of  * 
thb  delufive  nature^  of  fuch  a  promife,  refufed  to  lay  down  his  . 
arms.    On  the  failure  of  this  negotiation,  the  earl  of  Chefter  / 
was  then  font  to  GryfFydh  ap  Cynan,  to  procure,  if  poflible,  his  v 
fubmifliOn  to  king  Henry ;  and  in  order  more  efFeflually  to  pro- 
mote the  defign,  he  infinuated  that  Owen  ap  Cadwgan  had  already 
made  his  peace  with  the  Englifh  monarch.    Incenfed  at  the  fup- 
pofed  perfidy  of  his  confederate,  the  king  of  North.  Wales  agreed  . 
to  lay  down  his  arms;  for  they  had  taken  an  oath,  that  Neither 
party  ihould  conclude  a  peace,  or  make  fubmiffion  to  the  Englifli 
prince,  without  the  confent  of  the  other.     He  alfo  agreed  to  pay 
a  large  fum  of  money  to  king  Henry;  as  a  compenfation,  perhaps,  . 
for  the  ravages  which  had  been  lately  committed  in  Chefhire. 
At  the  (ame  time,  Meredydh,  under  the  pretence  of  treachery  in 
tbejking  of  North  Wales,   brought  over  Owen  his  nephew.  . 

>  WcUh  Cbron.  p.  175. 
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^  The  means  of  intcrcourfc  having  been  prevented  by  Meredydh, 
the  two  Welfh  princes  became  the  dupes  of  this  artifice ;  and 
each  of  them  made  a  feparate  peace  with  the  king  of  England/ 
It  gives  us  a  ilriking  idea  of  the  valour  of  the  Welfli,  and  of 
the  exceeding  difficulty  of  fubduing  their  country  by  force,  to 
fee  a  prince,  fo  potent  as  Henry  the  firft,  gloffing  over  by  a 
difhonourable  fubterfuge,  real  difgrace  and  difappointment.  For 
where  was  the  advantage  refulting  from  the  war  ?  No  homage  or 
tribute  appears  to  have  been  acknowledged  or  paid,  nor  any 
new  territory  obtained;  no  extermination  of  the  inhabitants, 
as  he  proudly  menaced ;  no  new  colonies  eftablifhed  in  North 
Wales,  or  in  Powys. 

The  bufy  theatre  of  South  Wales  prefents,  at  this  period,  a 
new  and  an  interefting  chara^cr.  Gryfiydh  the  fon  of  Rhys  ap 
Tewdwr,  who,  on  the  death  of  his  father,  had  beeri  conveyed 
for  fafety  into  Ireland,  remained  in  that  country  until  he  was 
twenty-five  years  of  age.  Defirous,  then,  of  recovering  the 
dignity  which  his  anceftors  had  poffefled,  he  came  privately  into 
South  Wales,  under  the  pretence  of  vifiting  Neft  his  fifter; 
who  fome  time  before  had  been  concubine  to  king  Henry,  and 
had  borne  two  fons  to  that  monarch.*  After  her  connexion 
with  Henry  had  ceafed,  Gerald  de  Windfor,  a  gentleman  of 
much  cftimation  for  his  valour  and  conduft,  then  governor  of 
Pembroke  caftle,  obtained  her  in  marriage;  and,  on  that  account, 

«  Welfti  Chron.  p.  174. 
*  Girald.  Cambr.   Itin.  cap.  XH.  fays   one  fon.     Brady*$  Hift.  Eng.  reign  of 
Henry  I.  p.  171,  fays  two  fons. 
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was  appointed  lieutenant  over  a  part  of  that  province.  This 
lady  was  the  fame  perfon,  whofe  beauty  had  fo  lately  excited 
Owen  the  fon  of  Cadwgan  to  the  a£l  of  violence  already  men- 
tbned.  With  his  lifter,  and  his  other  kinfmen,  Gryffydh  re- 
mained two  years.  But  Henry's  jealoufy  did  not  allow  this  prince 
to  continue  long  unmolefted.  For  fufpicions  arifing  that  he 
began  to  canyon  intrigues  with  the  Welfli,  who  regarded  him. 
as  the  reftorer  of  their  ancient  freedom,  and  that  his  fecret  de-- 
fign  was  to  recover  his  kingdom,  orders :  were  fcnt  to  have  him 
arrefted.  When  Gryffydh  ap  Rhys  had  intelligence  of  this  de- 
fign,  he  implored  the  protection  of  the  king  of  North  Wales 5 
who  aflurcd  him,  that  for  the  friendfhip  he  had  borne  to  his 
father,  he  fliould  be  cordially  received,  and  fhould  remain  in  ^ 
perfeft  fecurity  within  hi&  dominions/  At  the  fame  time, 
Howel,  the  brother  of  the  young  prince,  having  been  long  a 
prifoner,  made  his  efcape  out  of  the  caftle  of  Montgomery ;  and 
though  forely  maimed,  fled,  as  to  a  friendly  afylum,  to  the  court 
of  Gryifydh  ap  Cynan.* 

Henry,  having  heard  of  thefe  events,  and  dreading  the  efie£ls    A,  D. 

z  I  z  S* 

if  drawn  into  precedent,  of  the  prote6lion  which  had  been 
yielded  to  Gryffydh  ap  Rhys '  in  North  Wales,  fent  a  letter  to 
Otyffydh  ap  Cynan  5  expreffing  in  terms  of  courtefy  and  friend- 
fhip, a  deiire  of  feeing  him  in  England.  Pleafed  with  the  flat^- 
tcring  attention  of  fo  potent  a  monarch,  he  repaired  to  Henry *s 
court;  and  was  there  received  with  honour  and  with  much  hof- 

■  WeUh  Chron.  p.  17J.  •  Ibid,  »  Or  hero. 
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pitality,  with  the  addition  alfo  of  prefents  in  jewels,  and  other 
valuable  efFefts,  to  a  confiderable  amount.  Having  thus  given 
a  reception  to  the  Welfli  king,  which  might  flatter  his  vanity, 
or  gratify  his  avarice,  Henry,  one  day,  laid  open  his  defign ; 
reprefenting  to  him  the  evils  which  might  arife  from  givingpro- 
teflion  to  the  fon  of  Rhys  ap  Tewdwr,  whofe  ambition  was 
likely  to  difturb  the  peace  of  all  Wales ;  and  offering,  at  the  fame 
•time,  the  moft  fplendid  rewards,  if  he  would  lend  either  the 
perfon  or  the  head  of  the  young  prince  into  England/  A  mind 
4€fs  favage  than  that  of  a  barbarian  mufl  feel  fome  reluftance, 
before  it  could  refolve  to  give  up  as  a  vidim  to  the  cruel  and 
interefled  policy  of  Henry,  an  orphan  prince  who  had  fought  his 
proteftion.  But  the  facred  obligations  of  honour  and  of  juflice, 
the  ties  of  friendfhip  and  the  feelings  of  humanity,  with  every 
idea  of  prudence  and  patriotifm,  were,  on  this  occafion,  anni- 
Jiilated. 

The  friends  of  Gryifydh  ap  Rhys,  fufpefting  fome  evil  from 
the  late  lingular  proceedings,  advifed  him  and  his  brother  Howel 
to  withdraw  themfelves  ;  that  they  might  have  an  opportunity  of 
oblerving  the  condudl  of  Gryffydh  ap  Cynan  upon  his  return 
into  Wales.  On  the  arrival  of  that  prince  at  his  palace  of 
AberfFraw,  he  enquired  for  Gryffydh  ap  Rhys ;  but  was  informed 
that  he  had  retired  from  the  court.  Difcovering  the  place  of  his 
xetreat,  the  king  fent  out  a  body  of  horfemen  to  take  him 
prifoner,  and  to  condu6l  him  back  j  but  fortunately  the  young 
prince  had  notice  of  the  defign,  though  he  had  fcarcely  time 

*  WeUh  Chron.  p,  ij6. 
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to  take  fandluary  in  the  church  of  Aberdaron  j  a  privileged 
place  in  the  prefent  county  of  Caernarvon."  The  king  of  North 
Wales,  having  violated  more  facred  lav^s,  had  no  fcniple  to 
infringe  the  privileges  of  fanftuary.i  and  commanded  Giyffydh 
ap  Rhys  to  be  taken  out  of  his  afylum  by  force.  In  this  un- 
popular attempt  his  authority  had  no  v\reight ;  for  the  clergy  of 
that  country,  eager  to  defend  their  immunities,  fo  effeftually 
refifted  the  endeavours  of  his  foldiers,  that  they  were  not  able 
to  execute  his  orders.  In  the  night,  the  partifans  of  the  young 
prince  fecretly  conveyed  him  to  Strath  Towi,  a  deep  foreft  in 
South  Wales;  where  having  coUeAed  the  adherents  of  his  family, 
he  meditated  hoftilities  againft  the  Normans  and  Flemings/ 


^S7 


The  firft  enterprife  of  GryfFydh  ap  Rhys,  was  to  deftroy 
feveral  caftles  belonging  to  the  Englifh.  But,  his  forces  ihcreafing, 
he  extended  his  ravages  mto  Pembroke  %  and  even  menaced  with 
a  liege  the  caftle  of  Caermarthen,  which  Henry  had  made  the 
principal  feat  of  government.  The  Nornlan  officers,  who  had 
the  charge  of  this  fortrefs,  judging  that  their  own  ftrength  was 
infufficient  to  maintain  the  place,  fent  for  the  Welfh  chieftains 
who  were  vaffals  to  Henry ;  and,  requiring  each  of  them  to  de-- 
fend  it  by  turni  for  fourteen  days,  committed  the  caftle  to  their 
cuftody.  Owen  the  fon  of  Caradoc,  whofe  mother  was  daughter 
to  Bleddyn  ap  Cynvyn, .  was  the  firft  to  undertake  its  de^ce. 
Gryffydh  ap  Rhys,  having  fent  ipies  to  reconnoitre  the  fituation 
of  the  place,  fuddenly  invefted  it,  being  told  that  the  works  were 


A.  D. 

xil6. 


«  WeUb  ChroD*  p.  x  76. 

L  1 


Ibid. 


afTailable* 


«58  GRYFFYDH   AP   CYNAN,  Book  V^ 

ailailable.  A  ihout  which  his  troc^s  ict  up  as  they  advanced 
to  the  ailault,  gave  Owen  nodce  of  his  danger ;  upon  which^ 
that  chieftain,  depending  upon  the  fijpport  of  his  garrifon,  rufhed 
forward  to  oppofe  the  enemy ;  but  being  dcfcrtcd  by  his  foldiers, 
he  was  flain  in  the  aftion,  valiantly  fighting  upon  the  ramparts. 
The  town  was  taken  and  demolifhed ;  the  cafHe  was  only  dis- 
mantled. The  young  prince,  then,  retreated  with  confiderable 
booty  to  his  poft  in  the  foreft  of  Strath  Towi ;  from  whence 
he  frequently  iffued,  with  the  fiercencfs  of  a  tiger,  and  ravaged 
the  country  around. 

The  ^oils  his  followers  had  lately  obtained,  and  the  fame 
which  he  himfelf  had  acquired,  drew  to  his  ftandard  great  num- 
bers of  men,  whole  age  and  fpirit  were  congenial  with  his  own  ^ 
and  who,  admiring  his  a6livity  and  courage,  were  in  full  confi- 
dence that  he  would  foon  recover  his  father^s  dominions.  Thus 
reinforced,  Gryfiydh  lofV  no  time  in  purfuing  his  fuccefs,  and 
foon  made  himfelf  mafter  of  two  fortreffes  more  belonging  to  the 
Englilh ;  one  of  which  was  the  caftle  of  Gwyr,  and  the  other 
the  property  of  William  de  Londres.  After  this  enterprife,  he 
again  retired  to  his  flrong  fituatio«  with  the  cattle  and  plunder 
he  had  taken. 

« 
These  fucceflcs  had  confiderably   raifed  the  reputation  of 
GryfFydh  ap  Rhys.     In  confequence  of  which,  the  chieftains  of 
Cacrdigan  efpoufed  his  caufe,  and  fubmitted  to  his  government  ; 
looking  up  to  him  as  the  guardian  of  his  country,  and  calliag^ 
on  him  to  free  them  from  the  odious  and  ignominious  tyranny 
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of  foreigriers.  Much  pkafed  with  the  invitation  which  theie  chief- 
tains had  fent  him,  he  entered  their ,  territories,  and  was  received 
by  them  with  great  cordiality  and  honour.'  The  profperity  of 
his  arms  was  equal  to  the  rapidity  of  his  movements.  He 
fuddenly  came  to  Caerdigan  Ifcoed,  and  laid  fiege  to  a  fortrefs, 
which  the  earl  of  Strigil  had  erefted  at  Blaen  Forth  Gwithan  in 
tJiat  neighbourhood ;  and  after  a  fevere  cpnteft  and  fuftaming 
many  terrible  affaults,  though  with  the  lofs  only  of  one  of  his 
own  foldiers,  the  place  was  at  length  taken,  and  burned  to  the 
ground.  As  far  as  Penwedic  the  fame  devaftation  attended  the 
deferted  houfes  of  the  Englifti  inhabitants ;  who,  ftruck  with 
difmay,  had  fled  from  the  fury  of  the  Welfh.  He  then  laid 
fiege  to  a  fortrefs  called  Strath-Peithyll  in  Caerdigan,  belon^ng 
to  the  flieward  of  the  earl  of  Strigil ;  which  he  took  by  aflault, 
and  put  the  garrifon  to  the  fword.  Advancing  to  Glafgrigi  he 
there  encamped  to-  give  his  forces  a  day's  refl.  Near  this  place 
was  the  church  of  Llanbadarn,  one  of  thofe  fanftuaries  which 
pofleflcd  very  high  privileges ;  and  in  which  the  cattle,  feeding 
within  certain  precinfts,  were  regarded  as  facred.*  Out  of  this 
afylum  he  ventured  to  take  fome  cattle  to  refrefli  his  army  s  an 
impolitic,  though  it  might  be  a  neceiiary  meafure ;  as  it  was 
likely  to  injure  his  reputation  with  his  countrymen,  by  wounding 
their  religious  feelings.  He  then  propoTed  on  the  following  day 
to  lay  fiege  to  the  caftlc  of  Aberyftwyth.  The  govemori  ac- 
quainted with  the  defign,  fent  to  Strath-Meyric,*  a  neighbouring 
fortrefs,  for  a  reinforcement;  which  during  the  night  was  fafeiy 

*  ■ 
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conveyed  into  the  caftle/  Ignorant  of  this,  GryfFydh  ap  Rhys 
preferved  no  order  among  his  troops,  and  confident  of  fuccefs, 
appeared  before  the  place ;  but  being  drawn  into  an  ambufcade 
laid  for  him  by  the  governor,  his  forces  were  defeated  with  much 
flaughter,  and  he  himfelf  compelled  to  quit  that  province.*  He, 
however  continued  fome  time  longer  to  maintain  himfelf  in  the 
foreft  of  Strath-TowiJ  The  condufl  of  this  prince,  which 
brightened  his  early  life,  promilcd  to  open  with  ftill  greater  luftre ; 
but  the  difafter  he  had  lately  experienced,  or,  perhaps^  a  di- 
minifhed  reputation,  feems  to  have  given  a  check  to  his  career, 
and  to  have  cooled  the  ardor  of  his  enterprifing  fpirit. 


Unable  to  fubdue  this  prince  by  open  hoftilities,  Henry  had 
recourfe  to  meafures,  wicked  in  their  principles,  and  marking 
a  mean  and  narrow  policy.  He  fent  orders  to  Owen  the  fon  of 
Cadwgan,  one  of  the  late  princes  of  Powys,  to  rep^r  to  the 
Englifh  court.  On  his  arrival,  the  king  expreffed  much  confi- 
dence  in  his  fidelity  ;  and  defired  him,  on  ilrong  affurances  of 
recompence,^  to  afTaffinate  GryfFydh  ap  Rhys,  or  to  take  him 
prifoner.  That  chieftain,  whofe  favage  manners  rendered  him 
fuitable  for  fuch  an  employment,  gladly  accepted  the  commiffion^ 
Returning  into  Wales,  he  engaged  in  the  lame  odious  deliga 
Llywarch  ap  Trahaearn,  a  chieftain  of  that  country ;  and  with 
their  jpint  forces  they  marched  towards  the  foreft  of  Strath-Towi, 
to  form  a  junftion  with  Robert  earl  of  Gloucefber,.  the  natural 
ion  of  Heniy  by  Neft  his  late xoncubine ;.  whom  the  king  his 


*  WcUh  Chron.  p.  179.  *  Ibid.  p.  180. 
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fathec- 


I 


BookV.  GRYFFYDH   AP  CYNAN.  26t 

father  had  fent  to  give  vigour  to  an  enterprife,  the  defign  of 
which  was  the  murder  of  his  uncle.  The  ruffians  being  arrived 
on  the  confines  of  the  foreft,  they  bound  themfelves  in  a  folemn 
engagement^  not  to  fuffier  man,  woman,  or  child>  who  inhabited 
that  diftrift,  to  efcape  alive  out  of  their  hands.  The  people  of 
that  country,  hearing  of  this  favage  refolution,  left  their  habita- 
tions, to  hide  themfelves  in  caves,  and  amidft  rocks  and  woods; 
while  others  fought  refuge  evea  ia  the  caftles  belonging  to  the 
Normans. 

In  order  to  facilitate  their  entrance  into  the  foreft,  the  ap- 
proaches being  narrow  and  difficult,  the  chiefs  divided  their  force 
into  feparate  parties.     Owen  himfelf  at  the  head  of  about  a 
hundred  foldiefs,,  entered  the  woods ;,  and  in.  his.  way,  perceiving 
the  footfleps  of  men,,  he  purfued  and  overtook  them,  killed  fome 
of  their  numbei,.  and  difperfed  the  remainder ;  then>  feifing  on 
their  cattle,  he  returned  with  his  plunder  towards  the  main  body 
of  the  army.     At  this  moment,,  Gerald  the  governor  of  Pem- 
broke caftle,  made  his  appearance,  intending  ta  jpin  the  king's 
forces.    Meeting  the  people  who  had  fled  from  Owen,  they  com- 
plained of  the  injury  they  had  juft  received,  and  implored  his 
affiftance.     In  an  inftant  the  idea  of  reyenge  rufhed  upon  his 
mind,  for  the  infult  which  his  honour  had  received  fome  years 
before,  by  the  outrage  which  Owen  had  committed  on  his  wife. 
He  inftantly  entered  the  foreft  in  purfuit  of  that  chieftain,  who 
being  warned  by  his  followers  of  the  approaching  danger,  re- 
fufed  to  fly  -,  confident  that  his  purfuers  intended  him  no  injury, 
they,   like  himfelf,  being  vaffals  of  the  king  of  England.    A& 
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foon  as  Gerald  and  his  forces  drew  near,  they  difcharged  a  volley 
of  arrows.  Owen,  then,  finding  his  miftake,  with  much  fpirit, 
called  upon  his  men  to  fupport  him ;  telling  them,  that  though 
their  enemies  were  feven  to  one  in  number,  they  were  only 
Flemings,  affrighted  at  the  name  of  a  Welfhman,  and  were  only 
diftinguilhed  by  drinking  deep  at  caroufals.  In  the  fiiit  onfet 
Owen  ap  Cadwgan  was  flain  -,  an  arrow  having  pierced  his  heart. 
His  death  difpiritcd  his  followers,  who  fled  to  the  main  body  of 
the  army  5  and  the  tidings  of  this  outrage,  having  given  the  con- 
federates a  diftruft  of  the  king's  forces,  they  difperfed,  and  re- 
turned into  their  refpeftive  countries/  In  this  manner  died, 
fuitably  to  the  tenor  of  his  life,  this  bold  and  profligate  chieftain. 

The  princes  of  the  houfe.of  Powys  revolted,  at  this  time, 
from  their  allegiance  to  Henry,  and  making  inroads  upon  the 
Englifh  marches,  committed  there  great  depredations. 

A.  D.        '^"^  Englifh  monarch,    incenfed  at  their  revolt,  once  more 

iVikoi    marched  in  perfon  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  army  into  Wales/ 

^^nryh  nyjjgj^  j^^  arrived  on  the  confines  of  Powys,    Meredydh  ap 

Bleddyn,  and  his  nephews,  the  three  fons  of  the  late  prince 
Cadwgan  ap  Bleddyn,  implored  the  affiflancc  of  Gryffydh  the 
king  of  North  Wales.  But  this  prince,  eflranged  from  the  real 
interefts  of  his  country,  and  ftill  deluded  by  the  artifice  of  Henry, 

«  WcUii  Chron.  p.  xSs. 
•  Simon  Dunelne,  p.  245.    Holinihcad's  Chron.  p.  42.    Roger  Hovedon,  p.  477* 
John  Brompton,  p.  ipij*    Thefe  writers  fay,  that  m  this  expedition,  the  king  pene- 
trated a»far  as  Saowdua* 
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refafed  to  afford  them  any  fuccour,  or  to  allow  them  the  liberty 
of  entering  into  any  part  of  his  dominions  s  he  being  then^  aa 
he  told  thern^  at  peace  with  that  monarch* 

The  Welfh  princes,  defpairing  of  any  other  relief,  than  what 
they  might  derive  from  their  own  fpirit  and  exertions^  prepared 
for  their  defence ;  and  with  much  judgment  ftationed  bodies  of 
men  to  guard  the  diffei'ent  pafles  into  the  country.  The  Englifli 
king,  having  ordered  his  army  to  take  a  larger  circuit,  that  the 
conveyance  of  bis  carriages  might  be  rendered  more  eafy,  entered 
himfelf  with  a  few  troops  into  a  narrow  defile.  The  Welfh^ 
ftationed  in  places  of  advantage,,  began  to  fkirmifh  with  their 
arrows;  killing  fome,  and  wounding  many  of  his  party.  An 
arrow  accidentally  ftiot  from  an  unknown  hand,  ftruck  the  king 
on  the  breaft  :  he  received  little  or  no  injury  from  the  blow,^  the 
force  of  it  being  broken  by  the  excellent  temper  of  his  baiergeon^ 
or  coat  of  maiL"  It  was  uncertain  from  whence  the  ftroke  pro- 
ceeded ;  but  Henry,  the  inftant  he  felt  it,  fwore  by  the  "  death 
of  our  Lord,"  his  ufual  oath,,  that  the  arrow  came  not  from  a 
Welfh  but  an  Englifli  bow/  The  danger  he  had  fo  narrowly 
efcaped  made  him  defirous  of  ending  the  war  5  in  which  a  iinglc 
misfortune,  in  fo  wild  a  country,,  might  fully  the  renowi%  he  had 
formerly  acquired.  There  was  fomething  faftidious  in  the  idea,, 
that  the  glory  o£  Henry  would  be  tarniflied,  by  any  check  his 
arms  might  receive  from  the  Welfli;  a  people,  who,  though 
j:ude„  and  deriving  little  fplendor  from  alliances,  or  the  extent 

*  Stowe's  Chron.  p.  140,     Welfli  Chron.  p.  185.' 
«  WiUiam.Malmibury,  p.  158,  Fraockfort  ediu  Baker V  Chron*  p.  4c. 
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or  fituation  of  their  country,  had  hitherto  baffled  the  various 
attempts,  which  a  powerful  nation  like  the  Englifli,  had  made 
againfl:  their  liberties. 

The  king,  in  this  fituation,  and  under  the  fenfe  of  alarm, 
entered  into  a  negociation  with  Meredydh  the  prince  of  Powys  ; 
who  fubmitted  to  give  hoftages,  to  pay  a  thoufand  head  of  cattle, 
and  a  fmall  fum  of  money  as  a  compenfation  for  the  treafon 
committed  in  this  infurreftion  by  himfelf,  and  by  his  nephews. 
On  thefe  terms,  Henry  very  willingly  granted  them  pardon  and 
A.  D.  peace;  and  returned  into  England,  having  appointed  the  lord 
Fitz warren  to  be  warden  of  the  marches/ 


lllSt, 


A  SPIRIT  of  cruelty,  which  bordered  upon  frenzy,  and  which 
A.  D.  broke  afunder  the  ties  of  nature,  feifed  on  the  different  branches 
JX17.     of  thehoufcof  Powys ;  an  effefl  produced  by  the  cuflom  of 

gavel'ktnd^  that  fatal  fource  from  which  the  Welfti  have  tafled 

lb  deeply  of  the  waters  of  bitternefs.* 

It  fcems,  at  this  time,  as  if  Gryflydh  ap  Rhys  had  lain  down 
his  ai-ms,  and  had  been  taken  into  favour  by  the  Englifh  king . 
having  received  from  that  prince  a  diflrift  of  land,  on  which 
for  a  while  he  remained  in  quiet.  Though  given  for  the  fup- 
port  of  his  family,  or  to  fecure  his  fidelity,  this  eflate  was,  how- 
ever, taken  from  him  by  Henry,  on  a  fictitious  charge  brought 

'  Wellh  Cbron.  p*  185,  186,  187*    William  Malmibury,  p.  159. 

f  WeUb  Cbr«B«  p.  i«6, 187,  i88* 

2  againf): 
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a^inft  him' by  the  Normans,  near  whom  he  refided."    There   A.  D. 

...  1127. 

was  fomething  lingular  and  cruel,  in  thus  driving  a  prince  into  ?7^^  ^^ 

want,  dependence  and  defpair,  in  the  very  country  of  which 

he  himfelf  was  the  natural  fovereign. 

Meredydh  prince  of  Powys,  the  laft  furviving  fon  of  Bled-   A.  d. 
dyn  ap  Cynvyn,  died  at  this  time ;  who,  forfaking  the  intercfts 
of  his  native  country,  had  long  become  a  fubjed  to  the  king  of 
England.* 

Soon  after  this  event  died  alfo  Henry  the  firft,  and  Stephen  fuc-  a.  d. 

II  tc 

ceeded  to  the  Englifh  crown. 

The  news  of  Henry's  death,  arriving  in  Wales,  excited  a 
general  commotion :  a  fpirit  of  revolt  and  hoftility  was  inftantly 
diffufed.  Even  Gryffydh  ap  Cynan,  who  fo  long  had  deferted 
the  dignity  of  his  chara6ler,  deluded  by  artifice,  or  influenced 
by  a  perfonal  regard  for  the  late  king,  joined  in  the  common  caufe 
againft  the  Englifh.  The  infurreftion  began  in  the  territory  of 
Pembroke,  and  a  confiderable  body  of  Nprmans  were  cut  in 
pieces.  Animated  with  fuccefs,  the  infurgents  fpread  over  and 
ravaged  the  whole  of  that  countiy ;  putting  to  death  all  the 
foreigners  wherever  they  came.' 

To  purfue  the  revolt  with  greater  ability  and  vigour,  Gryf- 
fydh ap  Rhys  found  it  necefTary  to  go  into  North  Wales,  to 

1  Wclfh  Chron.  p.  187.  *  Ibid.  p.  188. 

3  Lord  Lyttclton*8  Hift.  Henry  11.  vol.  I.  p.  63.  taken  from  Geft.  Reg.  Step." 
p.  930,  931,  93a,  &  Continuat,  ad  Flor.  Wig.  fub  annos,  113S1  US^*  ii37* 
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procure  a  reinforcement  of  troops  from  his  father-in-law  Gryf- 
fydh  ap  Cynan.  In  the  abfence  of  that  prince,  his  wife 
Gwenlhian,  defirous  of  aiding  the  generous  defigns  of  her  huf*- 
band,  took  the  field  in  perfon  at  the  head  of  her  own  forces 
attended  by  her  two  fons.  This  lady's  fuccefs  was  not  equal  to 
her  gallant  fpirit.  Her  army  was  defeated  not  far  from  the 
cafUe  of  Cydweli,  by  Maurice  de  Londres,  an  Englifii  lord  poA 
feffed  of  great  property  in  the  country.  Morgan,  one  of  her 
fons,  was  ilain  in  the  a£tion,  and  her  other  fon  Maelgwyn  taken 
prifoner-,  and  the  princefs  herfelf,  it  is  faid,  was  beheaded  by 
the  orders  of  her  brutal  enemy/  An  a6tion  fo  favage,  without 
precedent  even  in  thefe  times,  called  loudly  for  vengeance  on  the 
ipirit  of  the  injured  princes.* 

A.  D.  Alive  to  an  injury  fo  Angular  and  atrocious,  her  brothers 
StcVJL  ^^^^  Gwynedh  and  Cadwalader,  laid  wafte,  with  infinite  fury, 
thejprovince  of  Caerdigan.'  Among  a  people,  whofe  manners 
fcem  to  have  been  fittle  refined  by  ideas  of  chivalry,  we  are 
furpiifed  at  the  appearance  of  charafters,  whofe  perfonal  quali- 
ties, and  bravery  of  fpirit,  whofe  courteous  and  gentle  demeanour, 
might  have  entitled  them  to  difpute  the  palm  with  the  ac- 
compliflied  knights  of  the  feudal  ages/    Thefe  diftinguiflied 

I  Girald.  Cambr.  Itin.  lib.  I.  cap.  IV. 
*  Giraldua  Cambrcnfis  Itin.  lib.  I.  cap.  IX.   and  alfo  Dr.  Powcl'a  notes  on  the 
iaid  chapter.    This  circumdance  clearly  contradifts  the  afTertion  of  Florentius  Monk 
of  Weflminfter,  that  Gwenlhian  wife  to  Gryffydh  ap  &hys,  by  deceitful  pradtices^ 
\uLd  been  the  caule  of  Ms  death.    See  Welfli  Chron.  p.  190. 

'  Wellh  Chr.  p.  139,  «  Girald.  C^mb.  lib.  II,  cap.  XII. 
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perfons  were  the  fons  of  Gryffydh  ap  Cynan.    As  foon  as  thefe 

* 

princes  arrived  in  South  Wales,  ieveral  chieftains  joined  their 
srmyi  and  bang  thus  remfbrced,  they  took  and  de{hx>yed  the 

« 

caities  of  Aberyftv?yth,'  Dinerth,  and  Caerwedros,  znd  two 
other  fortrei&s  belonging  to  Walter  Aipec,  and  Richard  de  la 
Mare ;  all  of  which  were  ftrong  and  well  garri((»ied.  Having 
finifhed  the  campaign,  fo  much  to  ijie  honour  of  their  fcrelings, 
die  princes  returned  into  North  Wales/ 

In  revenge,  it  is  probable,  of  the  late  devaftations,  Ranulph  A.  d. 
earl  of  Chefter  made  an  inroad  into  Wales;  but  being  on  a 
fudden  intercepted  by  the  Welfli,  it  was  with  great  difficulty, 
that  he  himfelf,  with  five  of  his  foldiers,  were  able  to  efcape; 
the  remainder  of  his  forces  having  been  put  to  the  fword.' 


On  the  clofe  of  the  feme  year,  Owen  and  Cadwalader  again 
invaded  South  Wales,  at  the  head' of  a  formidable  force  j  con- 
fifting  of  fix  thoufand  infantry,  and  two  thoufand  h 
which  were  compleatly  armed.  Gryfiydh  ap  Rhys,  who  had 
married  theu:  fifter,  and  was  ail  on  fire  for  vengeance,  befides 
many  eminent  chieftains,  joined  the  princes  of  North  Wales  • 
and  ftrengthened  their  army  by  confiderible  fuppHes.*  With  a 
violence  not  to  be  refilled,  the  confe*rate  princes  fubdued  the 


»  The  word  Aherj  which  frequently  occurs  ^n  the  IVcl/h  hiilory,  fignlfics  that 
point  where  a  Icffcr  river  runs  into  a  larger ;  c'  where  a  river  difcharges  itfelf  into 
the  Tea. 

»  WcllhChron,  p.  189,  '  Simon  Pnelme,  Continuata,  p.2cB 

♦  Wclfli  Chro  p.  190. 
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whole  country  as  far  as  the  town  of  Caerdigan  j  expelling  the 
foreigners,  and  reinftating  the  native  inhabitants.  To  repel  this 
formidable  infurreflion^  the  united  force  of  the  Normans^  the 
Flemings,  and  the  Englifh,  in  Wales  or  in  the  marches,  was 
exerted,  under  the  condu6l  of  feveral  powerful  barons ;  who  de- 
termined by  one  great  effort  to  recover  the  territories  lately 
tom  from  them. '  Thefe  were  the  two  fons  of  Gerald  de  Windfor> 
with  Robert  Fitzmartyn,  and  William  Fitz  John,  befides  Stephen 
the  governor  of  Caerdigan ;  who,  after  the  death  of  Gerald,  had 
married  Neft,*  the  widow  of  that  lord* 

The  courage  of  the  Welfh  had,  in  various  fituations,  been  ter- 
rible to  their  enemies :  on  this  occafion,  it  feems  to  have  been 
raifed  above  the  ufual  ftandard;  fired  with  refentment  at  the 
late  outrage,  and  animated  by  the  example  of  leaders,  whofc 
fpirit  and  talents  rendered  them  fo  fit  for  command.  The 
Englifh,  after  a  fevere  and  bloody  conflift,  were  defeated,  with 
the  lofs  of  three  thoufand  men  j  and  flying  to  their  caflles  for 
fafety,  were  fo  clofely  purfued,  that  many  prifoners  were  taken,, 
and  great  numbers  drowned  in  the  Teivi ;  a  bridge  acrofs  that 
river  having  broken  down,  over  which  the  fugitives  were  obliged 
to  pafs.'  Never  before  had  the  EngKfh,  in  their  various  at- 
tempts upon  Wales,  recetred  fo  terrible  a  blow.  Having  finifhed 
another  profperous  campagn,  the  two  young  princes  returned 

t  Welfh  Chron.  p.  189.         *  Lfd  Lyttclton's  Hift.  Hfnry  IT.  vol.  I.  p.  63. 
3  Wclih  Chron.   p.  189.    HiH.  Cvedir  Family,  p.  4.     Lord  Lyttelton's  Hift. 
Henry  II.  vol.  II.  p.  364. 

into 
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into' North  Wales;  carrying  with  them,  to  grace  their  triumph, 
the  horfes  and  armour,  and  the  rich  fpoils  they  had  taken/ 

In  the  courfe  of  thefe  events,  Richard  earl  of  Clare,  to  whom 
the  territory  of  Caerdigan  had  been  given  by  Henry,  was  mur- 
dered by  Jorwerth,  the  brother  of  Morgan  of  Caer-Lleon ;  as 
he  was  riding  through  a  foreflr,  enjoying  the  pleafure  of  mufic, 
and  without  fulpicion  of  an  enemy.*    His  widow  the  countcfs  of 
Clare,  and  fitter  to  the  earl  of  Chefter,  had  retired  into  one  of 
his  caftles,  on  the  murder  of  her  hufband.    In  this  fortrefs, 
during  the  late  campaign,  fhe  was  bcfieged  by  the  Wclfh.     The 
fituation  of  this  lady  was  truly  deplorable.     She  was  invefted  by 
an  irritated  enemy,  and  in  want  of  provifions  j  the  Englifti  were 
nearly  all  flain,  or  expelled  the  country  j  her  brother  was  at  a 
diftance,  and  fo  employed  in  defending  his  own  territories,  that 
he  could  not  afford  her  any  timely  relief :  and,  what  contributed 
to  render  her  fituation  ftill  more  wretched,  fhe  had  reafon  to 
expeft  every  hour  a  fate,  which  fhe  might  deem  more  cruel  than 
death  itfelf  j  the  Welfli,  like  many  other  nations,  having  ufually 
taken  their  female  captives,  even  thofe  of  the  higheft  rank,  to  be 
their  concubines.'     In  this  dreadful  flate,  Milo  Fitz  Walter,, 
who,  by  right  of  his  wife  the  daughter  of  Bernard  de  New- 
marche,  was  the  lord  of  Brecknock,  received  orders  from  king 
Stephen  to  ufe  his  utmoil  endeavours  to  fet  at  liberty  the  un- 

,  *  Britifh  Ant,  Rcviv.  by  Vaughan  of  Hcngwrt,  p.  22^ 
*  Giraldus  Cambrenfis  Itin.  lib.  I.  cap.  IV. 
3  Lord  Lyttelton's  Life  of  Henry  II.  p.  64.    Cadwalader,  one  of  thefe  prmces^, 
afterwards  married  the  daughter  of  this  counted  of  CUre^    Hifi«  Gwedir,  p.  j« 

fortunate 
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fortunate  counters.  There  wa$  £>  muck  difficulty  and  danger  in 
the  enterpiife*  Aat  its  (accsts  appeared  almoft  impoifible.  A 
generous  pity,  which  a  brave  mind  ever  feels  for  weaknefs  in 
diftrefsj  and  the  gallant  ^irit  of  chivaliy,  made  him  however 
attempt,  at  every  hazard,  to4eUver  the  lady  out  of  danger.  He 
lofl  no  time^  therefore^  in  marchingi  with  a^choien  body  of 
troops,  through  ways  which  weie  leaft  frequented;  traverfing 
along  the  tops  of  mountains  and  through  the  deep  woods 
of  the  country ;  and  at  length,  having,  had  the  good  fortune  to 
arrive  at  the  caftle,  unfeen  by  the  WeUh^  he  carried  away  the 
countefs  of  Glare,  and  all  her  letbue.'  An  a£lion  fo  gallant 
and  humane,  equals  many  of  the  fanciful  defcriptionst  which  aro 
found  in  romance,  and  proves  fiich  pidhires  to  have,  borne  fome 
refemblance  to  the  manners  of  the  feudal  ag^s. 

0 
—  I 

We  fee  not  on  this  occafion,  the  lame  gallantry  of  ^t 
in  Owen  and  Cadwalader j  nor  in  other  parts  of  their  fubfcquent 
condud;  though  thefe  princeS)  it  is  faid,  were  higlily  diilin* 
guifhed  for  humanity  and  courteous  manners/ 


A.  D. 


The  power  of  the  confederacy  againft  the  Englifh,  was.  much 
weakened  by  the  death  of  Gryffydh  the  fon  of  Rhys  ap  Tewdwr ; 
who,  clofing  with  hb  life  a  feries  of  gallant  actions,  refleded 
back  the  honours  .he  had  received  from,  a  long  line  of  illuftrious' 
anceftry.* 

«  Lord  Lyttclton's  Heary  IL  rol.  !!•  p.  64.  from  Gii«U«  Cambrcnfis.  Itin,  Cam. 
cap.  II.  lib*  L 

*  Wellb  Chiooi  p.  189^  1  Welih  Chron:  p.  Z90» 

The 


Book  V.         GRYFFtDH  AP   CYNAN. 


27? 


Th£  lame  facte,  foon  after  die  late  prosperous  campaign,   a.  d. 
attended  Gryflydh  ap  Cynan  king  of  North  Wales  5  who  died  «d  of  ^ 

Stephen^ 

at  the  .advanced  age  of  eighty-two,  and  was  buried  on  the  foufh 
fide  of  the  great  altar  in  the  church  of  Bangor/  This  prince 
had  three  ions  and  five  daughters  by  his  wife  Angharad  the 
daughter  of  Owen  ap  Edwyn  lord  of  Englcfield.  The  names  of 
the  three  fons  were  Owen,  Cadwalader,  and  Cadwallon ;  the 
youngeft  of  whom  was  Hain  before  the  death  of  his  father**  He 
had  likewife  five  other  children  by  another  woman.' 


In  fuch  a  country  as  North  Wales,  where  £0  many  caufes 
confpired  to  render  its  goveramcnt  unftable,  and  the  enjoy ftient 
of  it  often  fatal  to  the  fovercign,  that  the  late  prince  fhould 
have  been  abk  to  extend  his  reign  to  fifty  years,  was  an  extra- 
ordin^iiy  inftance  of  good  fortune,  and  a  proof  of  his  pofleffing 
confiderable  abilities.  The  love  of  freedom,  which  had  diftin- 
guifhed  the  early  part  of  his  life,  infu&d  the  fame  fpirit  into 
the  minds  of  bis  fubjefls ;  and  which  led  them  to  difdain  the 
Ignominious  yoke  impofed  on  them  by  a  foreign  power.  His; 
valour,  and  his  a^bilities,  aiding  their  returning  virtue,  delivered 
his  country  from  the  vaflalage  of  England ;  and,  in  general^ 
by  hia  conduft  with  Henry,  or  by  the  vigour  of  his  govern- 
ment,  he  preferved  his  dominions  free  from  the  invafions  of  the 
Engliih,  and  from  civil  commotions.  The  recital  of  thefe 
virtues,  which  form  the  Ihining  features  of  his  charafter,  is  na 
more  than  a  juft  eulogium  on  his  memory.    But  other  im* 

s  Vita  Griff,  fil.  Conani.       *  Welih  Chroo.  p.  191.    Hift.  Gwedirfatnily,.  p.  i. 

)  WeUhCbron.  p..i9i.. 
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preffions  are  marked  on  the  revtrfe  of  the  medal,  expreffive 
of  a  condu6t  neither  amiable  nor  great.  A  juft  policy  required 
him  to  unite  in  the  common  caufe,  as  to  one  central  point,  the 
jarring  interefts  which  prevailed  in  the  other  principalities  j  and 
the  importance  of  his  own  fituation  and  chaiader,  fhould  have 
induced  him  to  refleft,  that  he  himfelf  was  the  great  fpring, 
which  was  to  give  life  and  vigour,  and  efficacy  to  the  exertions 
of  the  whole.  He  ought  to  have  known  that  the  conqueft  of 
Wales  was  a  leading  principle  in  the  politics  of  England ;  and 
that  the  princes  of  that  country  would  never  ceafe  to  exert  every 
effort  of  fagacity  and  power,  until  their  ambition  had  been 
iatiated  by  the  conqueft,   or  by  the  entire  deftruftion  of  the 

Welfti.     Imprefled  with  ideas  fuch  as  thefe,  he  ought  to  have 

«  • 

regarded  every  offer  of  friendfhip,  made  by  the  Englifti  monarch, 
as  a  delufive  fnare  to  his  honour :  and  at  every  gift,  he  ought 
to  have  exclaimed  in  the  natural  language  of  diftruft,  Timfo 
Danaos  et  dona  ferefites.  Influence  by  a  perfbnal  regard  to 
Henry,  or  by  motives  of  a  bafer  nature,  he  was  led  to  prefer 
a  felfifh  and  folitary  peace  with  the  Englifh,  to  the  more 
generous  and  manly  condudl  of  fharing  in  the  common  danger  j 
and  of  attempting  to  preferve  the  general  freedom  of  his 
country,  by  uniting  its  ftrength*  He  was  prevented,  indeed, 
by  his  tedious  captivity  in  Chefter,  from  taking  an  aftive  part, 
in  impeding  the  conquefts  which  the  Englifh  were  making  in 
Sputh  Wales  ;  nor  is  it  candid  to  fuppofe,  in  that  period  of  his 
life^  he  was  infenlible  to  the  danger  of  that  country,  or  could 
be  cold  to  its  interefts.    The  fame  plea  will  not  juftify  another 

part 
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part  of  his  conduft,  Ihftead  of  giving  fecurity  to  Powys,  a 
barrier  of  fuch  importance  to  his  kingdom,  he  left  the  princes 
of  that  country,  on  its  being  invaded  by  Henry^  to  abide  their 
fate ;  ref ufmg,  under  a  cold  pretence,  to  afford  them  proteftion 
or  relief.  Thefe  traits  of  his  charafter,  with  a  defire  of  facri- 
ficing  to  the  jealouiy  of  the  Englifh  king  an  orphan  prince, 
who  had  fought  his  prote£iion,  and  whole  birth  and  talents 
might  have  rendered  him  the  inflrument  of  his  country's  fafety, 
evince ;  that  the  condu£b  of  Gryfiydh  ap  Cjman  was  not  en* 
tirely  direfted  by  the  principles  of  honour^  or  humanity,  or 
of  a  fblid  and  extenfive  policyt 
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FROM  THE  DEATH  OF  GRYFFYDH  AP  CYNAN  TO  THE 
ACCESSION  OF  LLEWELYN  AP  JORWERTH. 

Om  the  *leath  of  Gryffydh  ap  Cynan,  his  dominions,  agreeably 
to  the  cuftom  of  the  country,  were  divided  among  his  fons.  His     a.  d. 

II  -IT" 

cldcft  fon,  Owen,  furnamed  Gwyncdh,  under  the  newly  adopted    adofStc- 
title  of  prince^  fucceeded  as  fovereign  of  North  Wales. 

This  aftive  prince,  in  confederacy  with  his  brother,  begaa 
his  reign  by  a  third  expedition  into  South  Wales,  with  the  fame 
fortunate  iflue  which  had  heretofore  followed  his  arms  5  de- 
ftroying  in  his  progrefs  the  caftles  of  Strath-Meyric,  Stephen, 
andHumfrcy,  and  burning  to  the  ground  the  town  of  Caer* 
marthen/  Retaining  in  his^poffcfTibn  all  Caerdigan,  and  obliging 
the  inhabitants  of  Pembroke  to  pay  him  tribute,  he  returned 
into  his  own  dominions  in  high  reputation.* 

«  Welflx  Chron.  p.  193.  "  Brit.  Ant.  Rev.  fcy  V aug^an  of  I^engwrt,  p.  23. 
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The  feries  of  prolperity  which  of  late  had  attended  the  Welfh 
princes,  might  in  fome  meafure  be  owing  to  the  embarraflcd 
fituation  of  Stephen  king  of  England.  This  prince^  engaged  ia 
continual  hoftilities,  and  in  fupporting  a  doubtful  title,  had 
neither  inclination  nor  leifure  to  intereft  himfelf  in  affairs,  in 
which  he  himfelf  had  no  immediate  concern  5  and  were  tranfafled 
too  in  fo  remote  a  part  of  the  ifland.  In  confequence  of  which, 
he  concluded  a  peace  witli  the  Welfh,  and  allowed  them  to 
retain  the  territories  they  had  lately  recovered  free  of  homage  or 
tribute  s  at  leafl,  it  does  not  appear  that  either  the  one  or  the 
other  was  ever  paid,  during  his  reign,  by  any  of  the  princes  of 
Wales/ 

An  incident  arofe  at  this  time,  affording  an  example  of  favage 
manners ;  which  proved  fatal  to  the  parties  concerned,  and,  in 
the  event,  had  nearly  involved  the  flate  in  ruin.  Anarawd  the 
fon  of  Gryffydh  ap  Rhys,  had  married  the  daughter  of  Cad- 
jwalader,  the  brother  of  Owen  prince  of  North  Wales.  A  violent 
difpute  having  arifen  between  the  father  and  the  fbn,  they  de- 
cided the  contefl  by  a  fingle  combat.  In  this  rencounter  Anarawd 
A.  D.  was  flain.  Owen  was  fo  incenfed  at  this  outrage  committed  by 
his  brother,  that  he,  with"  his  fon  Howel,  invaded  the  territories 
of  that  prince ;  fet  on  fire  his  caf!le  of  Aberyflwyth,  laid  wafle 
the  country,  and  obligpd  him  to  fly  into  Ireland.  Engaging  in 
his  lervice  feveral  Irifii  chieftains,  and  a  large  body  of  forces, 
Cadwalader  landed  at  Abermenai  in  Caemarvonfhire  y  wher^  he 

'  Lord  LytttUon%  Hifl«'Of  Henry  II.  vol.  IK  p.  66. 
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was  oppofed  by  the  prince  of  North  Wales  with  a  powerful  army; 
but  before  any  action  had  taken  place^  a  peace  was  concluded 
between  the  two  brothers ;  which  fo  incenfed  the  Irifh,  that  they 
<letained  Cadwalader,  as  a  fecurity,  until  they  had  received  their- 
ftipulated  pay.  That  prince,  to  recover  his  liberty,  gave  them 
two  thoufand  head  of  cattle.  As  foon  as  the  prince  of  North 
Wales  had  heaixl  that  his  brother  was  at  liberty,  he  fuddenly 
attacked  the  Irifh ;  flew  great  numbers  of  them,  and  recovered 
the  cattle  which  had  been  given  by  Cadwalader,  with  the  prifbners  a.  r 
and  other  fpoils  they  had  taken  in  the  country/  '"^" 

After  this  expedition,  Howel*  and  Cynan,  the  ilfegitimate 
fons  of  Owen  Gwynedb,  made  another  inroad  into  South  Wales  j 
gave  the  Normans,  who  oppofed  them,  an  overthrow,  and  took 
pofleflion  of  the  town  of  Caerdigan.*  -j-  This  was  fucceeded  by 
an  attempt  which  was  made  by  Gilbert  earl  of  Clare  5  to  re- 
cover thofe  territories  which,  it  is  probable,  Stephen  in  the 
late  treaty  had  ceded  to  the  Welfli.  With  this  view  he  canre 
with  a  large  army  into  Pembroke,  and  rebuilt  the  caftle  of  Caer* 
marthen,  and  apother  fortreis.'  To  defeat  his  defign,  Cadell  the 
fon  of  the  late  GryfFydh  ap  Rhys,  laid  iiege  to,  and  made  him-» 
felf  mafter  of  the  caftle  of  Dinevawr.  Joining  then  his  forces 
with  thofe  of  his  brothers  Meredydh  and  Rhys,  they  invefted 

the  caftle  of  Caermarthen ;  which  was  foon  given  up  on  condi- 

* 

'  WcMh  Chron.  p.  197. 
*  Befidea  being  a  gallant  warrior,  prince  Howel  was  a  Bard  of  fome  eminence  ;. 
feveral  poems  of  his  being  now  extant. 

%  WclfliChro;i.  p.  198..  f  -^cruhl.  5  Welfli  Chroa,  p.  198.. 
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tion  that  the  lives  of  the  ganifon  fhould  be  fpared/  This  ad- 
vantage encouraged  them  to  appear  before  the  caflle  of  Llan- 
llephan,*  in  the  county  of  Caermarthen ;  to  the  relief  of  which 
came  a  large  body'  of  the  enemy ;  but  fuccefs  ftill  attending  on 
the  iarms  of  the  Welfh,  the  Normans  were  defeated  and  the  for- 
trefs  was  taken.  The  Normans  and  Flemings  who  inhabited 
that  country,  under  the  condudt  of  the  Tons  of  Gerald,  and  of 
William  dc  Hay,  in  hopes  of  recovering  the  caftle,  fuddenly  in- 
verted it.  Meredydh  the  fon  of  GryfFydh  ap  Rhys,  to  whofe 
cuftody  the  fortrefe  was  committed,  defended  it  with  great  valour, 
and  with  equal  ability  5  for  having  fuffered  the  enemy  to  fcale 
the  walls,  and  at  the  moment,  when  the  ladders  were  crowded 
with  foldiers,  he  caufed  them  to  be  overturned  by  the  means  of 
engines  he  had  previoufly  provided.  This  difcomfiture,  with  the 
lois  they  had  fuftained,  obliged  the  Normans  to  raife  the  fiege.* 

"  •  ft 

An  affliction  of  a  private  nature,  the  fudden  death  of  Rhun,' 
a  favourite  though  an  illegitimate  fon,  fell  at  this  time  upon 
Owen  prince  of  North  Wales.  In  the  bitternefs  of  his  forrow, 
the  afflidted  father  gave  bimfclf  up  to  folitude  and  to  tears.  But 
the  dclire  of  affifting  the  operations  fo  fuccefsfuUy  begun  in 
South  Wales,  as  well  as  the  importance  of  the  objeft,  reviving 
the  ipirit  of  an  aftive  and  a  gallant  prince,  he  determined  to  lay 
fiege  to  the  caftle  of  Mold,  in  Flintlhire.  That  fortrefs,  fituated 
on  the  Welfh  frontier,  was  exceed mgly  ftrong,  and  had  within 
it  a  numerous  garrifon  of  Englifh  j  who  frequently  fallying  out, 

'  Wclfli  Chron.  p.  198,  *  Situated  near  the  moutK  of  the  rircr  T(nvt\ 

*  Welih  Chron.  p.  19S.  ^  Ibid.  p.  zz6. 
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much  infefted  the  adjacent  country.  It  had  been  frequently  be- 
ileged  by  the  •  Wdfti  5  but  on  account  of  its  ftjrcngth  and  war- 
lUce  appointments,  every  attempt  had  hitherto  proved  uniuccefs- 
ful.  The  place  was  at  this  time  invefted  by  Owen,  and  the 
garrifon  with  great  intrepidity  fuftained  many  terrible  aflaults ; 
at  kngth,  the  Welfli,  animated  by  the  prefence  of  their  fove- 
reign,  bore  down  every  refiffance,  and  entered  the  oaftle  by 
ftorm.  Having  taken  prifoners  thofe  who  had  efcaped  the  fword, 
ptince  Owen  levelled  witli  the  ground  the  walls  of  that  fortrefs* 
In  doing  which  be  gave  no  proof  of  his  mrlitary  fagacity;  iuch 
a  place  bdng  evidently  of  importance,  as  a  check  to  the  inroadi 
of  the  Englifh  on  the  frontier  of  his  dominions^  The  glory 
of  this  ^tchievenveut  £>  elevated  the  ipirits  of  the  WeHh  prince^ 
^t  he  iboA' forgot  his  fbrrows;  and  recovered,  itheiafiiial  tone 
of  hiB  inind>  as  wdl  as  a  reEfh  for  bis  former  amufemeiids.' 

TfTE  fons  of  Oryffydh  ap  Rhys  having  kid  fiege  to  the  xraftle  • 
of  Gwys  in  Pembrokefhire,  and  finding  their  own  force  unequal 
to  the  etitci^rile,  they  defired  the  affiftance  of  HoweU  the  natural    a.  d^ 
ion  of  Owen  Gwynedh ;  whofe  talents  for  the  council  or  the    ^^^^ 
fifild'were  hi^  in  the  efleem  of  his  country,.    This  young  priQcej^ 
eager  for  glory,  joined  the  three  WeMh  lords;  and  having 
reconnoitered  the  fortrefs>  he  caufed  engines  to  be  conflruf5led 
to  batter  its  walls,  and  to  annoy  the  foldier^  by  throwing  large 
fiones  into  the<:aftie»    Preparations  fo  formidable,  and  probably 
fo  novel,  intimidated  the  g^Tifon,  who  inftantly  furrendercd  the 
fort*   After  this  exploit,  Howel  returned  into  his  own  country.* 

»  Wclih  ChroA.  p.  29^  •  Ibid.  p.  200. 
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A  DISSENSION  having  arifbn  between  Howel  and  Cynan^  the 
fons  of  the  prince  of  North  Wales,  and  Cadwalader  their  uncle, 
the  young  princes  led  a  body  of  troops  into  Meirionydh^  to 
ravage  his  territories.  The  terror  of  this  inroad  caufed  the  in- 
habitants to  ily  into  different  places  of  lanftuary.  But  the 
princes  having  proclaimed,  that  no  injury  was  intended  to  any 
perfon  who  fubmitted  to  their  authority,  the  people,  accuftomed 
to  a  change  of  mafters,  quietly  returned  to  their  own  habitations. 
They  then  invefted  the  caftle  of  Cynvael,  ercfted  by  Cadwalader, 
and  left  by  that  prince  to  the  cuftody  of  the  Abbot  of  Ty  Gwyn* 
Neither  menaces,  nor  oifers  of  rewards,  could  (hake  the  fidelity 
of  this  warlike  prieft ;  he  defended  the  place  with  great  intrepidity, 
until  the  walls  of  the  caftle  were  beaten  down,  and  all  the  garri-- 
fon  were  either  wounded  or  (lain ;  he  then  made  hts  efcape  by 
means  of  fome  friends  which  he  had  in  the  enemies  army.' 
Some  time  after,  another  of  his  fortreffes  was  taken  by  his 
A.  D.  nephew  Howel,  his  territory  wrefted  from  him,  tod  Cadwalader 
himfelf  imprifoned/ 

Animosity  againft  the  Englilh,  and  the  lame  gallantry  of 
ijnrit  which  had  diftinguiflied  the  father,  animated  the  fons 
of  Gryffydh  ap  Rhys.  Cadell,  one  of  the  fons  of  that  prince, 
having  fortified  the  caftle  of  Caermarthen,  iflued  from  thence 
with  a  body  of  troops,  and  marched  to  Cydweli,  the  country 
about  which  he  ravaged  and  laid  wafte  -,  then,  joining  his  forces 
with  thofe  of  his  brothers  Meredydh  and  Rhys,  they  entered 
into  Caerdigan,  and  fubdued  a  part  of  that  diftrift.' 

*  Wilfli  Chron.  p.  ^ox.  *  Wynne's  Hiih  Wales,  p.  i68* 
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The  incidents  of  this  reign  have  been  hitherto  confined  to 
cnterprifes  of  no  national  importance.    But  a  tranfaftion  arofe  at 
this  time,  which  in  fome  meafure  menaced  the  fafety  of  the 
ftate^  and  called  into  exercife  the  military  talents  of  the  prince 
of  North  Wales.    To  recover  the  credit  of  his  arms,  which  had 
been  loft  by  a  former  defeat  in  Wales,  Ranulph  earl  of  Cheft^r 
meditated  a  formidable  invafion  of  that  country.'    Befides  his 
own  vaflals,  he  collected  from  different  parts  of  England  a  large 
body  of  troops.    He  engaged  likewife  in  the  defign  Madoc  ap 
Meredydh,  at  this  time  the  prince  of  Powys;  who  difdaining  to 
hold  his  territories  under  the  fbvereignty  of  North  Wales,  joined 
the  arms  of  the  earl  of  Chefter  s  and  the  two  leaders,  with 
their  united  forces,  entered  the  dominions  of  Owen  Gwynedh. 
On  this  invafion,  that  prince  advanced  into  Flintfhire,  to  give 
his  enemies  the  meeting  at  Counfyllt,  on  the  confines  of  his 
kingdom.   This  movement,  as  rapid  as  it  was  bold,  infufed  a 
ipirit  into  his  army,  and  fecured  his  own  territories  from  the  de-  ^ 
vaftations  of  war.    Contrary  to  the  ufual  cuftom  of  the  Welfli, 
of  fcarcely  ever  rifquing  a  general  engagement,  or  of  attacking 
an  enemy  unlefs  in  fituations  of  advantage,    Owen,  availing 
himfelf  of  the  ardour  of  his  troops,   faced  the  Engliih  and 
offered  them  battle  5  though  their  forces  were  fuperior  to  his 
own  in  numbers^  and  had  alfo  the  advantage  from  the  nature   ^'  ^* 
of  their  arms.    The  fortune  of  the  day  decided  in  favour  of  gtc  hen 
the  Welfh ;  who  fo  entirely  difcomfited  the  Engiifh,  that  few 
remained  to  witnefs  their  difgrace;  except  thofe  who  were  taken 

■  Wclfti  Chron.  p.  197. 
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j^iifoners^  and  the  leaders  of  the  army,  v^ho  efeaped  the  fury  of 
the  purfuit  by  the  fwiftnefs  of  their  horfes.' 

Though  urged  to  a  different  conduft,  by  every  motive  of 
prudence,  Cadell,  Meredydh,  and  Rhys,  the  fons  of  Gryfiydh 
ap  Rhys,  invaded  Caerdigan,  which  was  the  property  of  Howel 
the  fon  of  the  prince  of  North  Wales ;  and  fubdued  the  whole 
of  that  territory,  except  a  fmgie  fortrcfs  in  Pengwem.  The 
lofs  of  the  braveft  of  their  foldiers,  which  they  fuftainM  at  the 
iiege  of  Llanryftyd  <;aftle,  fo  irritated  the  young  princes,  that 
when  they  gained  poffeffion  of  it,  they  put  the  garriibn  to  the 
fword.  From  thence  they  proceeded  to  the  caftle  of  Strath- 
Meyric  5  which,  after  they  bad  taken,  they  fortified  with  new 
works;  and  the  princes,  then,  difbahding  their  forcQS,  returned 
into  South  Wales,* 


A,  D.  Cadell,  the  eldeft  of  thefe  lords,  being  fond  of  the  pleafures 
of  the  chace,  engaged  in  a  hunting  party  to  amufe  himielf  after 
the  toils  of  the  late  expedition.  This  prince  had  no  fooner 
begun  his  'diverfion,  than  the  inhabitants  of  Tenby,  who  had 
conceived  fome  difpleafure  agairiil  him,  fuddenly  attacked  his 
party;  and,  unarmed  as  they  were,  cafily  put  them  to.  flighlt. 
Cadell  himfelf,  forely  wounded,  efcaped  with  difficulty  to  his 
houfe,  where  he  languiftied  a  confiderable  time.  In  revenge 
of  this  treatment,  his  brothers  Meredydh  and  Rhys,  entered  the 
territory  of  Gwyr  in  Glamorgan  j  and  having  laid  wafte  that 

*  Wclflx  Chron*  p«  202.    Hift.  Gwedir  Family,  p,  4, 

« 
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country,  they  made  themfelves  mailers  of  the  caftle  of  Aber^- 
llychwr,  which  they  levelled  with  the  ground;  they  then  re- 
turned into  their  own  territories,  enriched  with  much  plunder, 
and  rebuilt  the  caftle  of  Dinevawr,  the  anci^t  palace  of  their 
anceftors.  Some  time  after,  the  two  princes  laid  fiege  to  the 
caftle  of  Penwedic  in  Caerdigan,  belonging  to  prince  Howd, 
of  which,  after  fome  difficulty,  they  gained  poffeffion ;  then  in- 
vefting  the  caftle  of  Tenby  in  the  night,  they  took  that  fortrefs 
by  efcalade,  before  the  garrifbn  was  aware  of  any  danger ;  ob- 
taining revenge,  by  this  laft  exploit^  for  the  injury  which  their 
brother  had  lately  received/ 


283 


The  cuftom  of  Afiatic  fovereigns,  of  exterminating  the 
younger  branches  of  their  family,  was  too  frequently  adopted 
by  the  Welfti  princes;  tinging  more  deeply  their  native  bar- 
barifm,  by  a  policy  fo  mean  and  fanguinary.  Cadwallon  the 
brother  of  Owen  Gwynedh  prince  of  North  Wales,  having  been 
affaffiqated,  in  the  late  reign,  in  revenge  of  feveral  murders 
which  he  himfelf  had  cortimitted,  left  a  fon  of  the  name  of 
Cynetha,  the  undoubted  heir  to  his  territories.  To  render  his 
nepliew  incapable  of  fupporting  the  claim  •  which  he  had  to 
bis  paternal  inheritance,  Owen  had  the  barbarity  to  puU  out  his 
eyes;  and  refining  on  a  favage  and  a  detefted  policy,  he  alio 
f  aufed  him  to  he  caftrated ;  that  no  heirs  in  future  might  lay 
claim  to  his  tCjrritories,  or  might  retaliate  the  injuries  which 
this  prince  had  received.*  An  action  fo  atrocious,  and  not  to 
be  extenuated  even  by  the  rudenefs  of  thefe  times,  throws  a 


'  Welfh  Chron.  p.  20^. 
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deep  (hade  over  the  charafler  of  a  prince,  who,  in  many  refpefts, 
was  a  friend  to  his  country,  and  of  an  amiable  and  gallant  fpirit. 

A-  ^'  Cadwalader,  who  had  been  long  kept  in  confinement  by 
i6th  of  jjjs  nephew  Howel,  had  the  good  fortune  to  efcape  out  of 
prifon  5  and  flying  into  Anglefey,  he  brought  a  great  part  of 
that  ifland  under  his  fubjeftion.  The  prince  of  North  Wales, 
hearing  of  his  brother's  efcape,  and  of  the  profperous  fituation 
of  his  affairs,  fent  againfl  him  a  body  of  troops ;  which  proving 
too  formidable  to  be  refilled  by  Cadwalader,  he  was  obliged  to 
fly  into  England,  to  folicit  afliflance  from  the  relations  of  his 
wife,  a  daughter  of  the  houfe  of  Clai'e/ 

The  late  event  was  followed  by  another  of  much  greater 

importance  to  Wales,  by  the  death  of  Stephen  the  king  of  Eng- 

.         •  »•        * 

A.  D,    land ;  and  Henry  the  fecond,  a  more  formidable  enemy  to  its 
interefls,  fucceeded  to  the  throne.' 

While  the  Welfti  princes  were  wafting  the  national  force 
in  mutual  hoftilities,  the  Flemings,  who  had  fettled  as  a  colony 
in  South  Wales,  acquired  an  acceffion  of  flrength.  One  of  the 
A.  D*  firft  afts  in  the  government  of  king  Henry,  relating  to  Wales, 
>nr^  n  ^^  *^  banifli  out  of  England  the  Flemifh  foldiers,  who  had 
followed  the  fortunes  of  Stephen ;  and,  poflefSng  found  princi- 
ples of  political  wifdom,  he  gave  permiflion  to  thefe  foreigners^ 
to  fettle  among  their  countrymen  in  the  province  of  Pembroke. ' 

?  Memoirs  of  Gwcdir  Family,  p.  j.    Welfh  Chron.  p.  103.    At  this  time  (A.  D. 
1 1 53-)  died  Meredydh  the  fon  of  the  late  prince  Gryffydh  ap  Rhys  of  South  Wales* 

t  Welih  Chron*  p«  2«4«  ^  Ibid.  p.  ^05. 
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SEVERAL  caufes  confpired,  with  the  motives  of  ambition  and 
glory,  in  engaging  the  king  of  England,  to  employ  at  this  time, 
the  utmoft  exertion  of  his  power,  in  attempting  the  conqueft  of 
Wales.  Madoc  ap  Meredydh,  the  prince  of  Powys,  confcious 
of  having  joined  the  enemies  of  his  country ;  and  dreading 
the  refentment  which  that  conduct  had  excited  in  the  breaft  of 
Owen  Gwynedh,  endeavoured,  as  a  means  of  his  future  fecu- 
rity,  to  incite  the  Englifh  king  to  the  invafion  of  North  Wales. 
Cadwaiader,  likewife^  fince  the  fatal  ifllie  of  the  combat  with  his 
nephew,  having  been  treated  with  feverity  by  his  brother  Owen, 
and  by  the  fons  of  that  prince,  had  fled  into  England ;  and  in 
that  court,  had  employed  in  profecution  of  the  fame  deiign, 
his  own  folicitations,  with  the  powerful  intereft  of  the  houfe  of 
Clare.'  The  glory  to  be  acquired,  and  the  importance  of  the 
object,  with  the  apparent  facility  of  the  enterprife,  from  the  de- 
fection of  fuch  powerful  princes,  determined  Henry  to  exert  every 
means,  which  his  great  power  afibrded,  for  the  conqueil  of  the 
country. 


He    collefted  out  of  different  parts  of  England,   a   very  a.  d. 

1157. 

formidable  army,  with  which  he  marched  to  Chefter ;  then  ad-    i^  of 


vancing  into  Flintfhire,  he  encamped  his  forces  upon  a  marfh 
called  Saltney,  which  borders  upon  the  river  Dee.  Such  was 
the  mighty  preparations  which  this  prince  had  made  for  the 
conqucft  of  Wales,  that  he  compelled  every  two  of  his  military 
vallals  throughout  England,  to  find  a  foldier  to  reinforce  his 
army,  and  enable  him  with  greater  vigour  to  profecute  the 

»  WcBh  Chron.  p.  ao6. 

war^ 
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war.*    Owen,  the  prince  of  North  Wales,  with  his  ufnal  ac- 
tivity, advancing  to  the  frontiers  of  his  dominions,  took  poft  at 
Bafingwerk  near  Holywell  in  the  county  of  Flint.    In  this 
fituation  he  waited  the  approach  of  the  Englifh.    The  boldnefs 
of  the  movement  encouraged  Henry  to  hope,  that  the  Welfh 
prince  intended  to  rifque  a  general  engagement.    And  in  conse- 
quence of  which,  he  difpatched  a  chofen  body  of  troops  under 
the  command  of  feveral  barons  of  diftinflion^  with  the  delign  of 
bringing  the  WcHh  to  an  a6kion,  or  of  diflodgtng  thcai  from 
th<iir  poft.    This  party,  in  paffing  through  the  wopdy  and 
broken  country  of  Coed  Eulo,  near  Hawarden,  was  attacked 
by  David  and  Cynan  the  fons  of  Owen  Gvirynedh;  and  who, 
with  a  body  of  forces,  had  lain  in  ambufh  to  intercept  them. 
The  fuddennefs  and  impetuofity  of  the  aflault,  with  the  unufual 
difiiculties  of  their  fituation,  fo  intimidated  the  Engliih,  that 
they  fled  in  great  diforder,  and  with  much  flaughter,  to  the 
main  body  of  the  army,"     Alarmed  at  the  danger,  and  mortified 
by  the  difgrace,  the  king  of  England  broke  up  his  camp,  and 
marched  along  the  fea  fliore  to  the  town  of  Flint  -,  intending  by 
this  manoeuvre,  to  deceive  the  Welfti  prince  by  leaving  him  upon 
the  right,  and  by  a  nearer  road  to  penetrate  into  the  interior 
parts  of  the  country.    But  in  paffing  through  a  long  and  narrow 
defile  at  Counfyllt,  he  was  intercepted  by  Owen. 

*  Matth.  Park,  p.  8i,  There  were  fixty  thoufaAd  knights  fees  created  by  the 
Conqueror,  which  muft  roake  the  levy  of  Henry,  raifcd  at  this  time,  to  9mount 
to  3o;oco  men,     Hume's  Hifl.  Eng.  vol.11,  p.  2.  Appendix,  p.  141. 

»  Wellh  Chron.  p.  ao6. 
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The  defign  was  fconduftcd  with  temper  atid  judgment.  The 
Englifli  were  pierrtiittcd  to  enter  unmolefted  fo  far  into  the  ftrait, 
as  to  render  their  advance  5r  retreat  both  difficult  and  danger- 
ous. The  Weifh,  then,  rufhing  with  teirrible  outcries  from  out 
of  the  woods^  aifaulted  them  with  ftones,  arrows^  and  other 
kniflite  weapons.  Struck  with  difinay,  encumbered  with  heavy 
armour,  and  unaccuftomed  to  fight  in  Aich  Situations,  the 
Engliih  were  again  thrown  into  the  utmoft  diibrders  being 
unable  either  to  retreat,  or  to  refift  fo  unexpeded  an  onfet.' 
In  the  general  confufion,  Henry  himfelf  was  obliged  to  fly; 
Euftace  Fitz  John,  and  Robert  de  Courcy,  with  other  noblemen 

« 

of  diftinAion,  were  (lain/ 

The  few  of  the  vanguard  who  had  efcaped  the  fword,  fell  back 
upon  the  main  body  of  the  Englifti,  who  were  advancing  in 
regular  order  to  the  entrance  of  the  defile.  A  rumour  inftantly 
prevailed  of  the  death  of  the  king ;  and  the  earl  of  Effex,*  here- 
ditary ftandard-bearer  of  England,  feifed  with  the  general  terror, 
threw  to  the  ground  the  royal  ftandard;  at  the  fame  time  crying 
aloud,  "  The  king  is  flain."   The  terror  then  became  univerfal.' 

'  WelfhChron.  p.  207.     Holiniliead's  Chron.  p.  67.    Giratdus  Cambrenfis,  Itln. 
cap.  X.  lib.  IL 

*  Stowe*s  Chron.  p.  149, 
*  The  year  following,  EfTex  was  accufed  of  treafon  by  Robert  de  Montford ;  and 
being  y^inquiihed  by  him  in  a  fingle  combat,  which  happened  in  confequence,  ^e 
was  condemned  to  death  by  king  Henry ;  though  the  feverity  of  the  fentence  was 
afterwards  mitigated  by  that  prince ;  his  eftate,  however,  was  conHfcated,  and  after 
being  fhorn  like  a  monk,  he  was  confkied  during  his  life  in  a  convent.  Lord  Lyttel* 
ton's  Hifl.  of  Henry  II.  . 

'  Holinfhead's  Chron*  p.  67.    Chronica  Gervafii,  p.  13809 
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The  Welfli,  perceiving  their  diforder,  attacked  the  Englifh  with 
fuch  impetuofity,  that  a  general  rout  muft  have  enfued;  if 
at  this  moment  the  king,  at  length  extricated  from  his  perilous 
fituation,  had  not  made  himfelf  known  to  the  army,  by  lifting 
up  the  vizor  of  his  helmet.  His  prefence  in  an  inftant  changed 
the  fcene.  The  Englifh,  acquiring  frelh  ardour  from  the  gal- 
lantry of  their  fovereign,  and  who  with  alacrity  led  them  on 
to  the  charge,  gave  a  check  to  the  Welfh  forces,  and  drove 
them  back  into  the  woods*' 

The  prince  of  Wales,  after  this  flight  difafter,  retired  to  a 
poft  near  St.  Afaph,  called  from  this  event  Cil  Owen,  or  Owen's 
retreat.  On  the  nearer  approach  of  the  king,  he  retreated  to 
Bryn-y-Pin,  a  ftronger  poft  fituated  five  miles  weft  of  St.  Afaph.* 
At  the  fame  time,  by  the  orders  of  Henry,  an  Englifh  fleet, 
which  he  had  afTembled  at  Chefter,  infefted  the  coaft  of  North 
Wales.  The  king  of  England  meeting  with  no  reliftance,  ad- 
vanced to  Rhuddlan,  where  he  erefted  a  houfe  for  the  knights 
templars;'  a  new  kind  of  military  garrifoii  in  Wales,  and 
eftablifhed,  it  is  probable,  for  a  purpofe  fimilar  to  the  original 
inftitution  of  that  order  in  Paleftine.  He,  likewife,  more  ftrongly 
fortified  the  caftle  of  that  town,  with  the  fortrefs  at  Bafingwerk ; 
and  that  he  might  fecure  the  conquefts  he  had  made,  by  render- 
ing  more  eafy  the  marching  of  armies,  he  cut  down  the  woods, 
and  conftracled  new  roads  through  the  country  he  had  fubdued.* 

'  Holinihead's  Chron.  p.  67. 
*  Stowe*s  Chron.  p.  149,    A  manufcript  copy  in  Wclihof  Caradoc  of  Llancarvas. 
s  Annales  Waverleienlis,  p.  159,       ^  Matth.  Paris,  p.  81  • 
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Owen  did  not  remain  an  indifferent  fpe£lator  of  tranfa£iions  fo 
inimical  to  the  interefls  of  his  country.  He  defcended  fre- 
quently from  his  poft  on  the  hill,  to  fkirmifh  with  the  king's 
troops,  and  to  moleft  them  in  their  defigns ;'  but  no  general 
a6lion  enfued ;  the  two  princes  had  been  taught  prudence  by 
their  paft  experience,  and  did  not  chufe  to  rifque  the  fate  of  their 
feparate  armies  by  engaging  in  improper  fituations.  At  the  fame 
time,  the  Englifh  fleet  under  the  conduct  of  Madoc  ap  Meredydh 
the  prince  of  Powys,  made  a  defcent  on  the  ifland  of  Anglefey, 
ravaged  a  part  of  the  countty,  and  plundered  two  churches :  on 
returning  to  their  fhips,  the  party  was  attacked  by  the  whole 
ftrength  of  the  ifland,  and  entirely  cut  in  pieces.  Difmayed 
with  the  fate  of  their  alTociates,  the  Englifh  fleet  weighed  anchor, 
and  failed  back  to  Chefler.*  Owen  derived  little  advantage  from 
thcfe  fortunate  incidents  5  as  the  Englifh  were  in  force,  and 
ftrorigly  fortified  in  the  maritime  parts  of  Flintfhire.  The  wife 
meafure  likewife  which  Henry  had  employed  in  haying  flationed 
a  fleet  on  the  coafl  of  Wales,  gave  the  Welfh  prince  reafon  to  . 
fear  that  his  army,  cooped  up  in  the  interior  parts  of  the  country, 
might  be  in  danger  of  perifhing  for  want  of  necef&ry  fuftenance  > 
as  his  kingdom  had  been  accuflomed  to  receive  from  foreign 
countries  a-  great  part  of  its  provifions.  Thefe  motives,  cogent 
as  they  may  be,  will  fcarcely  juflify  Owen,  as  a  magnanimous 
and  independent  fovereign,  in  concluding  a  peace  with  the  king 
of  England,  upon  terms  fo  injurious  to  his  country,  and  to  his 

,  »  Manufcript  of  Caradoc,  ut  fupra.  Stow's  Cbron.  ibid. 

*  Welfli  Chron.   p.  207.    Giraldus  Cambr#  Itin.  lib.  II.  cap.  VII.    WilHam  New- 
burgh,  lib.  II.  cap«  V.  Brompton'9  Cbron.  p.  io48« 
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A.  D.    own  particular  honour  and  intcrefts.    By  this  treaty,  he  himfelf 


3d  of  and  his  chieftains  fubmitted  to  do  homage  to  Henry/  and 
'  which  ceremony  was  performed  in  Snowdun  ;*  to  yield  up  thofe 
caftles  and  diftridts  in  North  Wales,  which  in  the  late  reign  had 
been  obtained  from  the  Englifli  ;^  to  take  Cadwalader  his  brother 
into  favour,  and  to  reftore  him  his  territories/  What  con- 
tributed ftill  more  to  complete  the  humiliating  fcene,  he  was 
obliged  to  deliver  up  two  of  his  fons  as  pledges  of  his  future 
obedience/. 

Thus  have  we  feen  the  Wclfli  nation,  by  a  folemn  aft  of 
their  fovereign,  and  by  the  means  of  an  Englifli  fleet,  reduced 
again  to  a  dependence  on  the  crown  of  England.  If  the  long 
and  gallant  refijftance  which  this  people  had  made  for  freedom^ 
againft  a  power  fo  very  unequal,  excite  our  admiration  and 
wonder,  we  ftiall  be  no  lefs  furprifed  that  a  nation  like  the  Eng- 
lifli, fp  much  farther  advanced  in  political  wifdom,  fliould  not 
have  been  able  fooner  to  terminate  the  conteft* 

A.  D,.        The  year  after  this  important  event,   a  general  peace  took 

'^^  •     place  between  England  and  Wales/     The  princes  and  all  the 

chieftains  of  South  Wales  repaired  to  the  court  of  England  5 

where  Henry  granted  them  peace,  on  the  terms  of  doing  homage 

for  their  own  territories  ^   and  on  their  ceding  to  him  thofe 

'  Brompton's  Chron.  p,  1048. 
*  Probably  at  Conway,  where  the  diflrldt  of  Snowdun  began.  Matth,  Paris,  p.-Si. 

'  Annalcs  Waverleienfis,  p.  159.  4  Wclfli  Chron;  p.  208. 

5  Lord  Lyttclton's  Hift,  Hen.  II.^toU  II.  p.  79.  ♦  Welfh  Chron.  p.  208. 
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diftri£te,  which  in  the  late  reign  had  been  recovered  from  the  ' 
Englifli.' 

Rhys  the  fbn  of  Gryffydh  ap  Rhys,  the  immediate  heir  to 
the  fovereign  dignity  in  South  Wales,  was  not  included  in  the 
general  pacification* 

Animated  with  the  feme  fpirit  which  had  heretofore  diftln- 
guifhoi  his  family,  this  prince  was  not  willing  tamely  to  yield 
up  to  ambitious  foreigners,  a  fovereign  dignity,  which  had  de- 
fcended  to  him  through  a  long  line  of  anceilors.  Under  the 
juft  fears  that  Henry  would  employ  his  force  againft  him,  he  ' 
commanded  his  vafTals  to  remove  their  goods  and  cattle  into 
the  foreft  of  Towi ;  and  from  whence,  unfupported  by  any  con* 
federate,  he  made  war  againft  the  EngHfh/ 

Pleased  with  his  gallant  fpirit,  or  afraid  of  his  power,  Henry 

^  

fent  him  an  invitation  to  his  court,  under  the  alTurance  of  a 
gracious  reception.;  but  threatened,  at  the  fanie  time,-  if  he  re- 
jefled  the  friendly  overture,  that  the  whole  force  of  Wales  and 
of  England  fhould  be  employed  to  convey  him  thither.' 

The  high  fpirit  of  the  Welfh  prince  was  obliged  to  fubmit  to 

< — 

fo  alarming  a  fummons ;  and  by  the  advice  of  his  friends  he 
repaired  to  Henry's  court;  where  having  done  homage,  and 
given  up  two  of  his  fons  *  as  hoftages  for  his  fidelity,  the  diftrift 

■  Lord  Lyttelton's  Hift,  Henry  II.  vol.  II.  p.  80.  *  Welfli  Chron.  p.  208. 

3.  Welfli  Chron.  p,  208. 
4  Lord  Lyttclton*8  Hifl.  Henry  II.  vol.11.  p.8i.     The  like  fecurity  was  exa6!cd 
from  all  thc-othcr  Welfli  chieftains  and  princes. 
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of  Cantrev  Mawr,  the  ancient  demefne  of  his  family,  was 
promifed  him.'  But  contrary  to  that  promife,  the  king  gave 
him  only  a  few  lordfhips,  and  other  eftates  remote  from  each 
other,  and  intermixed  with  the  Englifli  territories  j  with  the 
defign,  no  doubt,  by  fuch  a  difpofition  of  his  property,  to  ren- 
der his  power  lefs  dangerous.  Neceffity  obliged  Rhys  to  remain 
quiet  under  fuch  unjuft  and  mortifying  treatment.* 

The  fituation  of  this  prince,  though  little  to  be  envied,  excited 
the  rapacious  fpirit  of  Walter  Clifford,  and  of  another  Englifli 
lord;  who  making  an  inroad  into  his  territories,  flew  many  of 
his  vaffals,  and  carried  away  confiderable  fpoils.  Rhys  fent  im- 
mediate intelligence  to  the  king  of  this  outrage,  defiring  fatis- 
,  faftion  for  the  injury  he  had  received.  But  Henry,  partial  to 
the  conduft  of  his  Englifh  fubjefls,  and  regarding  with  a  jealous 
eye  the  interefls  of  the  Welfh,  paid  no  other  attention  to  his 
complaints,  than  holding  out  to  him  fallacious  afTurances  of  re- 
drefs.  Incenfed  at  a  conduft  fo  faithlefs,  Rhys  threw  off  his 
allegiance;  determined  that  his  fword  fhould  do  him  that  juflice, 
which  had  been  denied  him  by  the  Englifh  king.'  He  begun 
his  revolt,  by  laying  fiege  to  the  caflle  of  Llandovery*  in  Caer- 
marthenfhire,  of  which  he  foon  gained  pofleflion.  At  the  fame 
time  Einion,  nephew  to  the  Welfh  prince,  alike  eager  to  throw 
off  the  ignominious  yoke,  flew  to  arms ;  regarding  the  oath  of 
allegiance  which  his  uncle  had  taken  as  difTolved ;  the  obligation 


'  Welfh  Ghron.  p.  208.  •  Ibid. 

3  Dr»  Powers  notes  on  Girald.  Camb.  Itin.  lib.  I.  cap.  X» 
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on  the  part  of  the  king,  of  doing  juftice  and  of  affording  pro- 
teflion,.  not  having  been  obferved.  He  invefted  the  caftle  of 
Humfrey,  which  he  took  by  ftorm,  and  put  the  garrifon  to  the 
fword.  In  this  fortrefs,  he  found  a  number  of  horfes  and  im-  . 
plements  of  war  fufficient  to  equip  a  coniiderable  body  of  men. 
Rhys,  likewife,  with  equal  rapidity' and  fuccefs,  fpread  over  the 
whole  country  of  Caerdigan  5  whicji  he  foon  brought  under  his 
fubjedion^  after  having  levelled  with  the  ground  every  fortrefs 
belonging  to  the  Englifli..' 

Henry  regarded  this  revolt  of  fufGcient  importance  to  demand   A.  i>. 

1 1 58. 

his  prefence  in  South  Wales,  and  entered  that  country  by  the  4.^1*  of 

Hcnryili 

fea  coafl  of  Glamorgan.  But  finding  all  his  efforts  inefFe6lual, 
he  was  under  the  neceffity  of  giving  up  the  enterprife,*  and  of 
leaving  Rhys  ap  GryfFydh  in  pofleflion  of  his  conquefts ;  on. 
no  other  condition  than  that  of  giving  hoftages  for  the  preferva- 
tion  of  the  peace  during  the  king's  abfence  in  Normandy, '  Thus 
did  the  prince  of  South  Wales,  deferted  by  all  his  confederates, 
baffle  the  efforts  of  a  mighty  monarch. 

His  fubfequent  conduft,  by  making  a  fudden  inroad  into 
Pembroke,  though  only  contending  for  his  hereditary  rights,  yet 
threw  fome.  flain  upon  his  honour ;  as  it  was  likely  to  expofe  the 
hoflages,*  in  Henry's  hands,   to  the  cruel  treatment  ufual  in   a.  d. 
thefe  times.    Having  laid  fiege  to  Caermarthen,   the  earl  of    "^^' 

«  WcMh  Chron,  p.iog.  *  Giraldus  Cambrtnfis,  Hb.  II.  cap.  X. 

*  Welfli  Chron.  p.  209*  4  JSrompton's  Chron,  p.  loy. 
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Briftol,  natural  fon  to  Henry,  with  the  earl  of  Clare  and  the 
Welfh  prince  Cadwalader^  liis  brother  by  marriage,  befides  two 
other  barons,  came  to  the  relief  of  that  place,  Howeland 
Cynan,  the  fons  of  the  prince  of  North  Wales,  joined  too,  in 
the  unnatural  alliance.  Unable  to  refift  fo  formidable  an  oppo« 
fition,  Rhys  retreated  to  the  mountains  of  Cevn  Refter,  in  which 
ftrong  poft  he  remained  in  fecurity.  The  confederate  army, 
encamping  for  fome  time  at  Dyn wyllir,  built  there  a  cattle ; 
after  which,  having  no  intelligence  of  Rhys  ap  Gryffydh,  they 
broke  up  their  camp,  and  returned  to  their  rei^eftive  countries.', 

A.  D.  Madoc  ap  Meredydh,  the  laft  prince  of  Powys,  dying  at 
Winchefter,  his  remains  were  removed  from  thence  and  interred 
at  Meivod  in  Montgomeryfhire,  the  ufual  burial  place  of  his 
family.  After  his  death  that  principality,  one  half  of  which, 
called  Powys  Vadoc,  he  had  held  entire,*  underwent  feyeral  di- 
vifions  by  the  cuftom  of  gavel-kind,  and  was  never  again  united 
under  one  fovereign.  This  prince  left  three  fons,  GryfFydh 
Maelor,  Owen,  and  Elis ;  befides  a  daughter,  by  Sufannah  his 

e 

wife,  who  was  the  daughter  of  GryfFydh  ap  Cynan;.  he^had, 
alfo,  Owen  Brogyntyn,  and  two  other  fons  who  were  illegitimate; 
all  of  whom  fhared,  agreeably  to  the,  cuftom  of  Wales,  the  pa- 
ternal inheritance.  Likewife,  Owen  his  nephew,  the  fon.  of 
GryfFydh  ap  Meredydh,  ftiled  Owen  Cyveilioc,  had  a  diftrid 
called  by  that  name,  which  contained  near  half  of  Powys.'  The 
fovereign ty  of  England  was  acknowledged  by  all  thefe  chieftains. 

■  WclfhChron.  p.  210.  *  Ibid.  p,2io,  2iit  '     J  Ibid. 

Henry^ 


BookVL  OWENGWYNEDH,  295 

Henry^  being  returned  from  Normaiuly,  and  having  reduced   A.  d. 

xi63. 

the  other  Welflx  princes  to  his  obedience,  turned  all  his  attention    9^^  ©f 

Henry  IT* 

to  the  afiairs  of  South  Wales  ;  and  to  the  hoftilities  lately  com* 
mitted  againft  him  by  Rhys  ap  GryfFydh.  That  prince,  ftill 
remaining  unfubdued,  had,  during  the  abfence  of  the  Englifli 
monarch,  continually  infefted  the  adjacent  country,  from  his 
ilrong  poft  on  the  mountains  of  Brecknock  5  encouraged  by  fomc 
prophecies  then  current  in  Wales,  that  the  king  would  never  re- 
turn into  England.'  Incenfed  at  the  frequent  violations  of  the 
peace,  Henry  invaded  South  Wales  ^  and  advancing  as  far  as 
Pencadaer,  received  the  fubmiffion  of  Rhys ;  who,  defpairing  of 
being  able  any  longer  to  reiift  his  power,  a  iecond  time  did  him 
homage,  and  delivered  up  hoftages  likewife  for  his  future  fidelity.* 
This  ceremony  was  alfo  performed  the  year  following  at  Wood-    A.  D, 

n  •  1 164. 

Itock  ;  where  Rhys  ap  GryfFydh,  attended  by  the  other  princes    10th  of 

,  .   ^    .        .  Henry  II. 

and  chieftains  m  Wales,  did  homage  to  the  Englifh  king,  and 
to  Henry  his  fon,' 

The  fubmiffive  demeanour  of  Rhys  ap  GryfFydh  was  of  no 
long  continuance.  His  impatient  fpii'it  was  again  fet  on  fire  by 
an  outrage ;  marking  equally  the  ferocity  of  the  times,  as  the  . 
weak,  or  partial  government  of  the  Englifh  king.  Einion,  the 
nephew  of  the  Welfh  prince,  and  a  gallant  youth,  had  been 
lately  murdered  in  his  bed  by  his  own  fervant,  at  the  infliga*- 
tion  of  the  earl  of  Gloucefler.*    Finding  no  proteflion  from  the 

I  Lord  Lyttclton's  Hifl.  Hen,  II.  vol.11,  p.  152.  *  Welfli  Chron,  p.  220f 

»  V,  Diceto.  Ymag.  Hift.  fub  Ann.  1163.     Math.  Paris,  p.  84. 
4  Wynne's  Hill.  Wales,  p.  189.    Chron,  of  Wales,  p.  220. 
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Englifli,  or  fafety  in  fubmiffion,  Rhys  once  more  determined  to 
truft  his  fortunes  to  the  decifion  of  arms.  In  his  firft  enter- 
prife,  he  obtained  pofleffion  of  the .  territory  of  Dinevawr,  and 
the  large  diftrift  of  Cantrev  Mawr,  Having  recovered  the  ancient 
demefnes  of  his  family,  he  then  invaded  the  territory  of  the  earl 
of  Gloucefter ;  deftroying  in  his  progrefe,  the  caftle  of  Aber- 
rheidol,*  and  other  fortrefles  belonging  to  the  enemy  ;  and,  at 
length,  he  reduced  likewife  the, entire  province  of  Caerdigan. 
Eager  to  recover  his  hereditary  honours,  and  receiving,  no  doubt, 
an  additional  incentive  frohi  the  place  where  he  then  refided, 
which  had  been  the  royal  feat  of  his  anceftors,  Rhys  carried  his 
arms  into  Pembroke ;  and  making  many  inroads  on  the  eftates 
of  the  Flemings,  and  ravaging  their  country,  he  returned  to  the 
caftle  of  Dinevawr,  enriched  with  ipoils,  and  high  in  the  efteem 
of  his  country.*  - 


Fired  by  his  gallant  example,  a  Ipirit  of  revolt  fprung  up  in 
Wales.  With  great  judgment  this  prince,  during  the  winter, 
«ther  by  his  deputies,  or  in  perfbn,  had  conferences  with  the 
different  Welfh  princes.  He  called  up  their  fleeping  virtue,  and 
roufed  it  into  aftion,  by  fuch  incentives  as  were  likely  to  touch 
a  warm,  free,  and  fpirited  people.  He  pointed  out  the  profpeft 
of  afferting  their  freedom,  which  had  of  late  opened  on  their 
country,  from  the  diflenfions  which  had  arifenin  England  be- 
tween  Henry  and  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury ;  and  from  the 
probability,  likewife,  that  this  prince  would  foon  be  engaged  in 


f  On  the  confluence  of  the  rivers  Rheidiol  2iVii  Tftivytb.  *  WeUh  Cbr.  p.  220. 
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a  war  with  France  j  that  country,  as  well  as  the  Pope,  having  . 
cfpoufed  the  caufe  of  Beckett 

Animated  by  his  generous  fpirit,  by  the  profperky  which 
had  attended  his  arms,  and  by  fuch  a  favourable  conjuncture, 
the  prince  of  North  Wales  and  dl  his  fons,  his^brother  Cad- 
walader  and  the  chieftains  of  Powys,  joined  Rhys  ap  GryfFydh; 
in  hopes  of  regaining  the  independency  they  had  loft,  and  of 
recovering  that  honour  which  of  late  they  had  forfeited;  At  no 
period,  had"  the  Welfh  nation  united  into  a  confederacy  like  this ; 
concentering  with  fo  much  energy  and  force,  the  various  policies 
and  interefts,  the  different  tempers  and  abilities  of  the  princes 
of  Wales.* 

The  firft  enterprife,  under  the  condufl  of  David  the  fon  of 
Ovven  Gwynedh,  was  an  inroad  into  Flintihire,  where  he  com- 
mitted moft  grievous  devastations 3  carrying  away  the  cattle  and 
inhabitants  to  the  Vale  of  Clwyd.' 


During  the  abfence  of  the  king  in  Normandy,  fome  forces 
had  been  levied  by  parliament  for  the  reduction  of  Rhys  ap 
GryfFydh.*     Henry,   on  his  arrival,  marched  with  thefe  troops    A.  D. 
into  Flintfhire,   for  the  proteftion  of  Rhuddlan  caftle;  which    mhof 
fortrefs   he  was  afraid  that  the  Welfh  would  befiege.     The 
enemy  having  retired,  and  the  king,   not  being  fufficiently  in 

»  Lord  Lyttclton's  HHl.  Hen.  II.  vol.  II,  p.  439. 
*  Welfh  Chron.  p.  220.     Britifh  Antiq.  Revived  by  Vaughan  of  Hengwrt,  p.  23, 
I  WellhChron,  p.  221.    -    4  Lord  Lyttelton's  Hift.  Hen.  IL  vol.11.  p.440e 
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forte  to  purfue  them»  ftayed  only  a  few  days  to  aogmeiit  hU 
garrifons,  and  marched  back  into  England ;  in  order^  by  r^ng 
new  levies,  to  profecute  the  war  with  greater  vigour.' 

His  Britifli  dominions,  and  the  di£Ferent  territories  he  po£- 
faffed  in  France,  fumifhed  him  with  their  choicefl  troops ;  from 
t«Ionnandy,  Anjou,  and  Gafcony,  from  Guienne,  Flanders,  and 
Britany;  and  with  this  combined  and  formidable  force  he 
marched  into  Powys,  in  the  full  refolution  of  exterminating  the 
inhabitants/ 

The  Englifli  army  entered  the  Welfh  confines  at  Ofweftry, 
where  Henry  encamped  for  ibme  time ;'  in  expe£tation  that  the 
terror  of  his  arms  might,  by  ihaking  the  firmnefs  of  the"  con- 
federate princes,  call  them  back  to  their  alle^ance  s  or  at  leaf!:, 
that  the  proteftion  which  fuch  a  power  would  naturally  afford, 
might  detach  from  the  common  cauie  the  chieftains  of  the  houfe 
of  Powys,  the  ufual  adherents  of  his  family.  It  might  have  been 
expected  that  a  confederacy  like  this,  heterogeneous  in  itfelf, 
and  forming  its  union  from  a  fudden  impulfe,  rather  than  from 
fteady  principles  of  either  policy  or  patriotifm,  would  have  fhrunk 
from  fo  formidable  an  armament.  But,  determined  to  refcue 
their  country  from  a  foreign  domination,  oi*  to  perifli  in  the 
attempt,  the  WeUh  princes  remained  firm  and  intrepid. 

>  Wclih  Chron.  p.  2zi»    Brompton^s  Chron.  fub  Ann.  1165;    Chronica  Genrafii^ 
f.  1398.    Giraldus  Cambrenfis  Itin.  lib.  II.  cap.  X. 

1  Welfh  Chron.  p.  32X. 

9  Welih  Chron,  p.  221*     Brompton^s  Chron.  fubt  Ann*  ii6f*     Chron*  Gerv* 
f .  I398»    Giraldus  Cambrenf.  Itm.  lib*  XL  cap.  Xm. 
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Thb  power  of  North  Waks  was  collefbed  under  the  command 
0^  Owen  Gwynedh  smd-  his  brother  Cadwalader ;  the  forces  of 
Soath  Wales  were  led  hj  the  gallant  Rhys  ap  GryffycDi :  thofe 
of  Powys  by  Owen  Cyveilioc  and  the  fbns  <^  Madoc  ap  Mere« 
dydh.  Wkh  diefe  troops  were  joined  the  inhabitants  of  the 
country  fkuated  between  the  Wye  and  the  Severn,  under  the 
leading  of  their  chieftmn^  the  two  iS>n6  of  Madoc  alp  Ednerth. 

Tits  combined  forces  of  the  WeUh  iSEsoihleA  at  Corwen,  i 
ftrong  coantry  in  Edeyrttion  ^  irt  which  fituation  of  advantage 
they  waited  the  approach  of  the  EngMi*    With  a  view  of  ad- 
vancing nearer  to  the  memy>  and  defirous  of  bringing  on  att 
aftion,  Henry  marched  his  army  to  the  Ceiriog ;  a  river  in  th« 
county  of  Denbigh,  and  which  runs  through  the  Vale  of  that 
name.    And  that  he  might  not  be  liable  to  the  ambufcades  of 
the  Welfti,  he  ordered  the  woods  on  each  fide  of  the  banks 
to  be  cut  down.'    It  was  probably  on  the  paflage  of  this  river, 
that  the  Engliih  monarch  was  in  imminent  danger  of  his  life. 
Attempting  to  force  a  bridge,  ah  arrow  aimed  at  him  by  the 
hand  of  a  WeWhmail,  muft  inevitably  have  pierced  his  body,  if 
Hubert  de  St.  Clare,  oonftable  of  Colchcfter,   perceiving  the 
danger,  had  not  in  a  moment  iprong  before  his  fovereign,  and 
received  it  into  his  own  bofom  -,  of  which  wound  he  inftantly 
died.* 

■  Wclfti  Chron.  p.  aaie 
*  WeUh  Chfon.  p.  323.  Holinlhesd's  Chroa>  p.  731  who  &jt,  thk  acddent  hap^ 
pened  at  the  fiege  of  Bridge  North.. 
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While  the  Englifli  were  employed  in  cutting  down  the 

woods,  a  party  of  the  Welfh,   without  any  orders  from  their 

leaders,  but  who  were  acquainted  with   the  ford,  pafled  over 

the  river;  and  made  a  fudden  attack  on  the  van  of  Henry's 

army,  compofed  of  pikemen,  who  were  confidered  as  the  flower 

of  his  troops.     A  warm  adtion  enfued ;  many  were  flain  on 

both  fides  -,  at  length  Henry  gained  the  pafTage  j  and  advancing 

ftill  farther,  came  to  the  mountain  of  Berwyn,  where,  in  order 

to  refrefh  his  forces,  he  lay  in  camp  feveral  days.     The  two 

armies,  during  this  interval,  feemed  to  ftand  in  awe  of  each 

other.   The  Englifh  were  ftationed  on  the  acclivity  of  the  hills ; 

and  ,the  Welfh,  prefenting  a  dark  and  formidable  front,  were 

pofled  upon  the  fummit  of  the  oppofite  mountains.    The  |itu- 

ation  of  Henry  foon  became  critical.    For  the  Welfh,  watching 

fevery  movement,  and  lofing  no  opportunity  of  cutting  off  his 

provifions,  reduced  his  army  to  great  diftrefs  for  want  of  viftuals. 

and  forage ;  the  foldiers  being  afraid  to  flir  out  of  the  camp. 

To  increafe  flill  more  his  danger,  there  fell  on  a  fudden  fuch 

violent  rains,  as  rendered  it  difficult  for  his  foldiers  to  fland  on 

their  feet  in  that  broken  and  flippery  country ;  fuch  torrents 

of  water,  likewife,  poured  down  from  the  hills  into  the  vale 

where  he  lay  encamped,  that  he  was  obliged  to  retire,  with 

great  lofs  of  ammunition  and  of  men,  and  to  afford  to  the  Welfh 

fo  glorious  an  occafion  of  triumph.'     Deeply  wounded  with  a 

fenfe  of  his  difgrace,  the  liberal  fpirit  of  Henry  was  thrown  off 

its  bias.    To  gratify  a  mean  revenge,  unworthy  of  a  hero. 


»  Welfh  Chrott,  p.  22Z^ 
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of  injuring  thofe  whom  his  arms  had  not  been  able  to  fubdue^ 
and  that,  too,  in  a  manner,  fo  wounding  to  fenfibility  •  he  com- 
inandcd  the  eyes  of  thofe  hoftages,  which  had  been  formerly^ 
given  him,  to  be  pulled  out.  Among  the  number  of  thefc 
unfortunate  viflinis  were  the  two  fons  of  Rhys  ap  GryfFydh^ 
and  two  fons  of  the  prince  of  North  Wales/ 
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Thus  baffled  in  his  operations  at  land,  Henry  had  recourfe 
to  the  more  efFeftual  meafure  of  attacking  the  Welfli  by  fea. 
With  this  view  he   repaired  to  Chefter;  and  remained  there 
fome  time,  until  he  had  coUefted  his  fleet,  and  had  received  a  re-    ' 
inforcement  of  fhips,  which  he  expefted  out  of  Ireland.   Having' 
finifhed    thefe  {^reparations,   he  fuddenly  gave  up  the  defrgn, 
•without  any  apparent  caufej  and  difmifled  both  his  fleet  and  his   . 
army.*     Unacquainted  as  we  are  with  his  motives,  we  can' only 
account  for  this  extraordinary  conduft,  in  a  prince  fo  wife  and 
fpirited  as  Henry,  from  a  jufl:  or  imaginary  fear,  that  his  foreign 
dominions  would  be  attacked  while  he  was  profecuting  the  wat 
in  Wales.     Whatever  were  the  motives  of  his  conduft,  it  is 
certain  that  Henry  had  tarriiflied  the  reputation  of  his  arms; 
and  of  confequence  that  the  Welfh  princes  were  more  fl:rongly 
confirmed  in  their  revolt. 


'  Holinfliead*8  Chron.  p.  73,  who  fays,  that  belides  thefc  above-mentioned,  he 
caufed  the  fons  and  daughters  of  feveral  Welfh  lords,  to  be  treated  with  the  fame 
feverity  ;  ordering  the  eyes  of  the  young  ftriplings  to  be  pecked  out  of  their  hcads^ 
and  the  cars  of  the  young  gentlewomen  to  be  fluffed.     Welfli  Chroji.  p»  222* 

*  Wclfli  Chron.  p..  121. 
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Rhys  ap  Gryffydh,  fuddenly  invcfting  the  caftlc  of  Cacr* 
digan,  gained  pofleffion  of  that  fortrefs  j  and  then  invading  the 
adjacent  country,  he  made  himfelf  mailer  of  the  caftle  of  Cilger- 
ran,*  5t  place  of  the  greatcft  importance^  which  he  levelled  with 
the  ground.  The  Welfh  prince,  then,  with  gre^t  Ipoila,  returned 
into  his  own  territories,  with  an  additional  luftre  to  his  arms. 


A.  D.  To  keep  up  the  fpirit  of  revolt,  and  divide  the  attention  of 
the  Englifh,  the  prince  of  North  Wale$  took  the  caftle  of  Ba« 
fingwerk,  lately  fortified  by  Henry,  which  be  entirely  de- 
pioliflied.' 


If  any  thing  could  have  taught  the  Wellh  the  ftrong  neceflity 
of  union,  to  counterafl  the  defigns  of  an  opprefiive  and  here- 
ditary' enemy,  it  muft  have  been  the  profperity  which  had 
attended  the  late  exertion  of  their  arms  s  and  which  had  raifed 
them  on  a  fudden  from  an  ignominious  dependence,  to  manly 
refiftance,  and  generous  fentiments,  and  to  the  attainment  of 
their  freedom.  But  a  fpirit  of  difunion,  inherent  in  their  genius ; 
contrafting  their  views,  and  governing  their  condu<5):,  precluded 
any  fyftem  of  general  policy;  and  the  public  fafety  was  left,  to 
depend  upon  rude  valour,  oh  a  country  almoft  inacceffible,  on 
the  caprice  of  accidents,  and  on  the  Iprings  of  irregular  paffions. 

Instead  of  giving  efficacy  to  their  late  exertions,  by  a  more 
clofe  and  firmer  union,  Owen  Cyveilioc,  and  Owen  Vychan, 

•  Situated  on  the  banks  of  the  Tivi  near  Caerdxgan.        •  Welih  Chron.  p.  113. 

two 
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two  of  the  lords  of  Powys,  wrefted  from  a  chieftam  of  eminence, 
the  cftates  he  poffefled  in  that  country;  alid  which  they  di- 
vided between  themfelves.    A  like  fpirit  of  rapacity  influenced 
the  other  princes  of  Wales.    Breaking  the  ties  of  a  common  in- 
tereft,  the  prince  of  North  Wales,  and  his  brother  Cadwalader 
with  Rhys  ap  Gryffydh,   invaded  and  took  polTeflion  of  the 
territory  of  Owen  Cyveiliocj"  who,  with  the  other  chieftains  of 
Powys,  had  fo  lately  joined  the  confederacy  agauiA;  Henry.    A 
part  of  this  territory  Owen  Gwynedh  retained  to  his  own  fliare  • 
the  other  parts  he  gave  to  Owen  Vychan  and  to  Rhys  ap  Gryf- 
fydh.*    But  Owen  Cyveilioc,  foon  after,  by  the  afliftance  of  ah 
Englifh  army,  recovered  his  patrimony  j  an  event  of  no  moment 
in  itfelf,  but  only  ferving  to  mark  the  little  juftice  or  wifdom 
which  directed  the  conduct  of  the  confederate  princes^' 
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Influenced  by  motives,  more  liberal  and  manly,  the  Wellh 
princes,  in  the  abferice  of  the  Englifh  monarch,  invefted  the 
caftle  of  Rhuddlan  ;  lately  fortified  by  Henry,  and  a  place  of 
importance  upon  the  Englifh  frontier.  The  garrifbn  made  a 
gallant  defence,  and  refifted,  a  long  time,  and  with  great  fpirit, 
the  utmoft  efforts  of  the  afTailants  -,  at  length,  after  a  flege  of 
two  months,  this  fortrefs  was  taken,  and  levelled  •  with  the 
ground.  With  lefs  difficulty,  the  princes  obtained  pofTcflion  of 
the  caflle  of  Preftatyn,  which  they  likewife  demolifhed^  The 
fortifications  of  Bafingwerk  having  been  lately  deftroyed,  this 


A.  IX 

n6y. 


I  Wetih  Chroa.  p<  323,  2«4. 
*  BritUb  Ant;  R«tir .  Iff  Vaughaa  of  Heof^rt,  p.  5, 6k,      t  WeUh  Cbroo.  p.  224. 
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fuccefs  gave  Owen.  Gwynedh  the  entire  poffeffion  of  the  maritime 
parts  of  Flintihire/ 

A  CONCERN  of  greater  importance  than  the  revolt  of  the 
Welfh,  had  of  late  employed  the  attention  of  Henry.  He  was, 
at  this  time,  in  Normandy,  engaged  in  a  war  with  Lewis  king 
of  France.  The  confederate  Welfti  princes,  defirous  of  en- 
tangling the  Englifti  n\onarch  more  deeply  in  foreign  difputes, 
fent,  in  conjundion  with  William  the  Lio^i^  king  of  Scotland, 
ambaffadors  to  the  French  court  •  with  an  offer  of  aid  to  carry 
en  the  war  againft  Henry.  It  does  not  appear  that  this  propofal 
was  accepted  *,  though  it  was  the  firft  attempt  we  have  fcen  of 
the  kind,  which  marked  the  growing  importance  of  the  Welfh 
princes  -,  and  the  influence  of  which,  they  were  defirous  of 
extending  to  the  continent.* 


A.  D. 
1169. 


The  riling  profperity  of  the  Welfh  was  checked,  on  a  fud- 
den,  by  the  death  of  Owen  Gwynedh  the  prince  of  North  Wales; 
He  reigned  thirty- two  years,  and  was  buried  in  the  cathedral 
church  of  Bangor.  This  prince  married,  for  his  firft  wife, 
Gwladys,  daughter  to  Llywarch  apTrahaearn  lord  of  Pembroke, 
by  whom  he  had  only  Jorwerth  Drwyndwn,  or  Edward  with 
the  brpken  nofe  j  by  his  fecond  wife  Chriftian,  daughter  of 
Gronw  the  fon  of  Owen  ap  Edwyn  lord  of  Englefield,  he  had 
David,  Roderic  lord  of  Anglefey,  Cadwallon  who  was  abbot  of 


«  Wclfli  Chron.  p.  214^ 
^  I^-d  Lyttelton's  Hift,  Henry  II.  vol.  II.  p,  534.  from  V.  Epift.  pradl6V. 
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Bardfey,  and  Angharad  married  to  GryfFydh  Maelor,     He  had 
likewife  twelve  other  children  by  different  women.' 

It  has  been  often  faid,  that  in  order  to  form  a  juft  eftimale 
of  the  happinefs  of  individuals,  we  are  to  wait  until  the  period 
of  their  lives*  It  is  in  the  fame  manner  that  we  muft  judge  of 
the  charadler  of  the  late  prince.  We  have  feen  him  in  the  early 
part  of  his  reign,  with  equal  profperity  and  valour,  refifting  the 
mighty  efforts  of  a  wife  and  powerful  monarch :  and  with  a 
patriotifm  that  reflefted  honour  upon  *his  judgment,  we  have 
feen  him,  on  various  occafions,  aiding  the  generous  defigns  of 
Rhys  ap  'GryfFydh.  From  what  motive,  then,  fhall  we  account 
for  the  change  in  his  conduct  ?  Having  gained  the  advantage 
in  the  conflidt  at  Counfyllt,  without  any  apparent  caufe,  unlefs 
it  were  the  expediency  of  the  moment,  he  himfelf,  under  hu- 
miliating circumflances,  fubmitted  to  become  the  vaflal  of  a 
foreign  prince;  and  in  the  confequence,  i-educed  the  chieftains  of 
his  country  to  the  like  difhonourable  fituation.  Inflead  of  afford- 
ing proteflion  to  Rhys  ap  Gryffydh,  which  a  jufl  policy  de* 
manded ;  we  fee  him,  at  one  time,  aiding  the  defigns  of  the 
Englifh  monarch  to  crufh  .his  gallant  coadjutor ;  and,  another 
time,  we  fee  him,  wafling  the  national  ftrength,  and  diverting 
its  force,  and  tearing  afunder  the  ties  of  union  and  of  confidence, 
by  attempting  to  conquer  the  territories  of  ^wen  CyveHioc,    In- 

I  Hift.  Gwedir  Family,  p.  3.  According  to  the  Welfli  Chron.  p.  226,  this  prince 
had  by  his  firfl  wife,  befides  his  eldcil  fon  Jorwerth;  Cynan,  Maelgon,  and  Gwcnihian ; 
and  by  diflfercnt  women,  Cynan,  Mercdydh,  Rhun,  Llewelyn,,  Ed wal,  Howel,  Cadell, 
Madoc,  Einion,  Cynwric,  Philip,  Ririd. 

R  r  fpired 
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fpired  by  tl>e  ex&mpk  of  Rhys  ap  GryfFydh,  and  j(Miied  ia  con-^ 
federacy  with  the  oth^r  Welih  ^princes,  wc  at  length  fee  him,. 
with  an  increafe  of  importance  to  his  country,  refcover  inde- 
pendency. In  this  happy  period  of  his  days,  full  of  years  and 
furrounded  by  his  cliildren,  he  relinquiflied  the  bufy  theatre  oi 
the  world  ^  and>  although  the  nud-day  of  his  life  was  clouded 
and  inglorious,  the  evening  became  ierene,  and  cloied  with 
honour  to  himfelf  and  advantage  to  his  country^ 


SO  whimficd  and  indeciiiv^  was  the  mode  of  fucceilion,  that 
as  many  fons  of  the  late  prince  laid  claim  to  the  crown,  as  were 
under  the  influence  ^  ambition^  or  of  a  fiery,^  and  turbulent 
^irit.  Jorwerth  his  eldeft  ian^  was  unanimoufly  let  ailde  oit^ 
account  of  a  blemiih  which  he  had  in  his  face  -,  and  he  appears 
to  have  refigned  himfelf  quietly  to  the  public  judgment.'  Howel^, 
a  natural  fon  of  the  late  prince,  born  of  an  Iriihwoman,  being; 
the  firft  who  ftarted  for  the  prize,  gained  for  a  time  a  precarious 
poiiefllon  of  the  throi».  David,  the  eldeft  fon  of  Owen  Gwy- 
nedh  by  a  fecond  wife,  regarding  his  own  right,  in  this  conteft^ 
as  indifputable;  and  difdaining  to^  hold  under  the  fovereignty  of 
a  brother^  illegitimate  and  born  of  a  foreign  woman,  raifed 

^  He  hikd  howerer  affigned  him  for  his  maintenance,  a  part  of  hit  father^s  inherit 
tahce;  the  catttre^s  of  Naneonwy  and  Ardudwy ;  and  redded  at  the  caflUe  of  Dol-- 
wjddelan,  fituated  in  the  county  of  Caernarvon.  Hift.  Gwedir  Family,  p.  7. — Tbit 
prince  was  afterwards  obliged  to  take  faniftuary  at  Pennant  MelangelL  in  Montgomery «- 
fhirt,  where  he  died. 
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an  mtny,  fought  a  battle  with  hU  rival,  and  flew  him  in  the  a.  i). 
action.'    By  this  vidioryj  David  obtained  the  quiet  poiTei&on 
of  the  throne  of  North  Waks.* 

MaooCi  another  fon  of  the  late  prince,  feemg  the  contention 
which  agitated  the  iiery  fpirits  of  his  brothers,  with  a  courage 
equal  to  theirs,  but  far  more  UberaUy  dire^ed,  gave  himfelf  up 
to  the  danger  and  uncertainty  of  feas,  which  had  been  hitherto 
unexplored.  He  is  faid  to  have  embarked  with  a  few  ihips  i 
failing  to  the  weft,  tind  leaving  Ireland  to  the  north,  he  traverfed 
the  ocean,  until  he  arrived  by  accident  upon  the  coaft  of  America. 
Pleafed  with  its  appearance,  he  left  in  that  country  a  great  part 
of  hit  people  i  and  returning  for  a  frelb  fupply,  was  joined  by 
many  adventurers,  both  men  and  women }  who^  encouraged  by 
flattering  defcriptions  of  advantage,  and  fick  of  the  difordert 
which  reigned  in  their  native  kingdom,'  were  defirous  of  feeking 
•n  afylum  In  the  wilds  of  America/ 


H«nry  II. 


It  {temtf  as  if  tho  death  of  the  late  prince  of  North  Wales^  a.  d. 
had  fuddeniy  diilblved  the  confederacy,  and  as  if  the  motives  for  iStb  of 
union  no  longer  fubfifted.  Rhys  ap  Gryfl^dhj  having  lately  rc- 

^  WeUh  ChroA.  p.  lay.  •  Memoir  Gwodlr  Family,  p.  7.  WdfliChr,  p.aa/, 
»  Wc  know  notbing  of  tht  reftUty  of  this  difcovory^  but  what  U  gathered  from  the 
poemi  of  Meredydb  ap  Rhys^  who  flouriflied  in  the  year  1470$.  of  Outwin  Owen  in 
1480 1  and  Cynfrig  ap  Oronwy  near  the  fame  period.  Tbefe  bardi  preceded  the  expe* 
dition  of  Columbm ;  and. relate  or  allude  to  that  of  Madoc,  ai  an  event  well  known» 
and  univerfally  received,  to  have  happened  three  hundred  years  before*  See  Jonea'a 
Mufical  Relict  of  the  Welih  Bards^  p.  19. 

^  Humfrey  Lhuyd.    WelOi  Chron.  p.  238. 

R  r  2  duced 
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duced  that  part  of  Powys,  which  had  been  the  territoiy  of  Owen 
Cyveilioc,  gave  king  Henry  the  meeting ;  while  he  purfued  his 
journey  into  Ireland-  At  this  conference,  he  was  received  inta 
the  king's  peace,  and  was  confirmed  in  all  the  poffeffions,  which 
he,  at  that  time,  enjoyed;  and  in  confideration  of  which,  he 
offered  that  monarch  a  confiderable  fupply  of  oxen  and  horfes 
towards  the  conqueft  he  was  meditating ;  and  as  a  farther  pledge 
of  his  future  fidelity,  oflfered  him  likewife  fourteen  hoftages. 
Henry,  proceeding  in  his  progrefs  through  South  Wales,  and 
having  entered  into  the  city  of  Caer  Lleon  upon  Ulkej  ejeded 
Jorwerth  the  lord  of  that  place,  whofe  fidelity  he  fufpe6led. 
Highly  incenfed  at  this  outrage,  Jorwerth,  on  the  king's  de- 
parture, fent  his  two  fons,  with  many  of  his  kindred  and  a 
number  of  their  followers,  to  recover  poflcffion  both  of  the  town 
and  the  fortrefs-  They  fucceeded  in  part;  the  town  they  took 
and  demoliflied ;  but  they  were  baffled  in  every  atttempt  which 
they  made  againft  the  caftle.  The  king,  purfuing  his  journey 
to  Pembroke,  beftowed  upon  Rhys  a  confiderable  extenfion  of 
territory ;  all  Caerdigan,  Strath- Towi,  Aruftly,  and  Elvel.  He 
likewife  vifited  that  prince  at  one  of  his  palaces,  called  the  white 
houfe,  or  Ty  Gwyn^  in  the  prefent  county  of  Caermarthen  ^ 
where  he  delivered  up  his  fon  Howel,  who  had  been  long  left 
as  a  hdftage  in  Henry's  hands ;  he  excufed  likewife  for  a  time 
the  delivery  of  thofe  hoftages .  which  had  been  lately  promifed>, 
and  remitted  alfo  the  payment  of  the  tribute  until  his  return 
out  of  Ireland/ 

*  WelfliChron,  p»  230,  231* 

The 
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The  patriotifm  of  the  Welfli  prince  funk  under  the  influence 
of  thefe  mutual  civilities.  The  gallant  and  independent  fpirit 
inherited  from  a  long  line  of  anceftprs,  and  which  had  fo 
eminently  diftinguilhed  his  own  condud:  j  all  that  the  terror  of 
Henry's  arms  and  a  feries  of  hoftilities  could  not  fliake,  was 
done  away  by  a  few  ads  of  a  well  direfted  courtefy.  Forfaking 
the  dignity  and  importance  of  his  charafter,  except  in  a  fingle 
inftance,  we  fliall  fee  him  in  future  only  as  a  fatrap  to  the  Eng- 
li(h  monarch.  .Mingling  in  the  common  mafs,'  and  lofing  for 
ever  the  ancient  honours  of  his  family,  neither  this  prince  nor 
his  defcendants,  from  this  period^"  will  retain  any  marks  of 
fovereignty.* 

On  the  return  of  Henry  out  of  Ireland,  the  expedition  having   a.  i>. 
been  rendered  fruitlefs  by  a  (icknefs  among  his  foldiers,  he  was     "'^" 
again  met  by  Rhys  ap  GryfFydh  at  Talacharn  in  Caermarthen- 
fhire  j  where  he  paid  him  the  cuftomary  duties  of  a  vaflal.^ 

So  difficult  is  it  to  eradicate  the  fentiments  of  freedom  out  of 
minds  accuftomed  to  the  ideas  of  independence,  and  fo  natural 
are  injuftice  and  cruelty  to  men  who  are  defirous  of  extermi- 
nating that  invaluable  bleffing,  that  Henry  found  he  had  not 
obtained  the  point  of  his  ambition,  by  difarming  Rhys  ap  Gryf- 
fydh.  Another  family,  ftung  with  a  fenfe  of  injury,  fprung  up 
to  avenge  their  own  private  wrongs,  and,  if  poffible,  for  a  time*, 
to  ftem  the  torrent  which  was  overwhelming  their  country. 

I  From  this  period  tfic  heads  of  this  family  were  only  diftinguilhed  by  the  title 

of  Argk\}ydbi^  or  lords.     Humfrcy  Lhuyd's  Brev.  p.  75. 

*  Humfrey  Lhuyd,  p.  76.  3  Wclfli  Chron.  p.  23a. 
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Before  Henry's  return  into  Bnglsnd  he  had  fent  a  fafc  con- 
duft  to  Jorwcrth,  the  chieftain  whom  he  had  fo  lately  Injured  i 
liefiring  that  he  hlmfelf,  his  fons,  and  all  hi?  retainers,  would 
meet  him  at  a  certain  place  on  the  Border*  j  that  he  might  con» 
elude  a  peace  with  them,  and  might  leave  that  country  in  perfe^ 
tranquillity,  Jorwerth  paid  inftant  ohedienee  to  the  king's  f«m« 
mens,  and  fent  orders  to  his  fon  Owen  to  do  the  fame,  and  alfo 
to  2w«  Wm  the  meeting  on  the  road.  The  foldiers  who  garrifoned 
the  New  Caftle*  upon  Vik^^  being  informed  that  Owen  w^ 
upon  his  Journey  in  obedience  to  his  father's  commands,  laid 
wait  for  the  young  chieftain,  whom  they* met  on  the  road,  and 
barbaroudy  murdered  {  unarmed  and  aUnoft  without  attendance, 
and  reiting  in  fecurity  on  the  prote<^ion  of  a  great  monarch.  It 
is  not  to  be  fuppofed,  that  a  magnanimous  prince  like  Henry, 
had  any  knowledge  of  a  tranik€tion  ^  cruel,  fo  faithlefs.  and 
impolitic.  Some  of  the  attendants  who  efcaped  the  mafllicre, 
carried  the  account  of  it  to  the  father  j  who,  deeply  wounded  by 
fo  poignant  an  injury,  returned  home  with  his  other  fon  Howel  j 
determined  in  future  to  have  no  reliance  on  the  faith  of  the 
EngUih,  Collefting  all  the  WeUb,  whom  be  bimfelf,  or  his 
friends  could  engage  in  his  caufe,  he  made  incurfions  into  thofe 
parts  of  Monmouth  which  were  poifelTed  by  the  Engli{b  j  laying 
A.  D.  wafte  thofe  diitri^s,  and  the  bordering  counties  of  England,  as 
'''''  far  is  the  gates  of  Hereford  and  Gloucefter.' 

Thb  Engtiih  king,  hearing  of  this  inlUrre^ion,  appointed 
Rhys  ap  Gryfi^db  chief  juitice  of  South  Wales.*   He  thought, 


*  Tbe  prefent  Newport.  '  WeUhCbron.  p.  tji. 

*  Britilh  Ant.  Rerir.  hj  VtugbaA  of  Hengwrt,  p.  13. 
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and  with  a  paietrating  mind,  that  even  the  ihadow  of  power, 
amufing  a  ^uit  capricious  and  vain^  might  concifiate  the  af* 
Icdions  of  tliis  lord  3  and  be  a  means^of  diverting  his  attention 
from  the  real  dignity  and  power^  whkh  had  been  wrefted  from 
his  family.. 

The  event  juffified  the  ideas  of  Henry.  A  civil  war  having; 
broken  out  between  that  prince  and  his  eldeft  fon,  Rhys  ap 
Gryffydh  lent  a  chofen  body  of  troops  to  the  affiftance  of  the 
Englifh  monarch.  A  far  different  fpirit  influenced  the  condufl  of 
Jorwerth  the  other  Wehh  chieftain.  Taking  advantage  of  the 
diiTenfions  which  then  prevailed  in  England^  he  laid  fiege  to  the 
city  of  Caer  Lleon,  of  which  he  was  the  natural  lord,  and  gained 
poffeffion  of  that  place  >  he  then  invefted  the  caftle,  which  foon 
forrendered  on  condition  of  giving  up  the  prifoners  he  had  taken  ^ 
and  purfuing  his  fuccefs>  he  brought  all  Gwent-Is-Coed  in  Mon- 
mouth, except  a  fingle  fortrefs,.  under  his  fubjeftion-" 

A  SPIRIT  of  rapacity  and  injuftice,  very  early  in  his  reign,   a.  d^ 
had  influenced  the  conduft  of  David  prince  of  North  Wales.    "''^' 
By  force  of  arms,,  he  took  poffeffion  of  the  ifland  of  Anglefey,. 
the  property  of  Roderic  his  brothers*  whom  he  clofely  confined 
ki  prifon^  he  likewise  fei&d  on  the  territories  of  the  reft  of  hia 
brothers,  and  his  other  kinfmen,.whom  he  alfo  banifhed  the  realm*-' 

To  fubdue  the  little  virtue  which  remained  in  the  country^ 
Henry  employed  a  new  mode  of  fedudion  $  a  fyang  that  wa8> 

*  W«iai  Cbr*  Q.  2^       ^  Memolfi  Gwedir  Faa.^  £»  8*.         1  Wtelih  Cbr.  p.  2 jL4f • 

not 


312 


DAVID   AP  OWEN  GWYNEDH.        Book VI. 


1175. 


1 

not  likely  to  fail  of  fuccefs.  He  gave  to  David  the  Wellh  prince 
A.  D,  his  fifter  Emma '  in  marriage  j  thus  difarming  an  hereditary 
enemy,  by  the  fafcinating  influence  of  ambition  and  love.*  On 
his  marriage  with  the  Englifti  princefs,  David  fent  over  into 
Normandy  a  body  of  Welfh,  a  thoufand  in  number,  to  the 
afliflance  of  the  king  his  brother-in-law  j'  Henry  being,  at  that 
time,  engaged  in  a  war  with  France. 

Such  was  the  flate  of  affairs  in  the  principality  of  North 
Wales.  The  ftream  ran  equally  in  favour  of  the  Englifli  in 
South  Wales.  The  old  king,  and  Henry  his  fon,  held  a  great 
A.  J),  council  at  Gloucefter,  for  fettling  the*  peace  of  South  Wales  and 
22d  of  of  the  Borders.  To  this  meeting  came  Rhys  ap  GryfFydh,  juft 
returned  in  the  fervice  of  Henry  from  the  fiege  of  Tutbury 
caftle;  attended  by  feven  chieftains*  of  eminence,  all  of  them 
lords  in  South  Wales,  and  connedted  with  his  family  by  blood 
or  by  alliance :  and  even  Jorwerth,  forgetting  his  injuries,  re- 
paired with  them  to  Gloucefter,  where  they  all  did  homage,  and 
made  their  fubmifllons  to  the  Englifli  monarch.*  In  confequence 
of  this,  through  the  mediation  of  Rhys,   they  obtained  pardon 

*  By  this  princcfs  David  had  a  fon  named  Owen.     Sec  Hift.  Gwcdir  Family,  p.  12. 

*  Bcnedift  Abbas,  vol.  I.  p.  205.  Hift.  Gwedir  Family,  p.  8. 
J  Holinlhead,  vol.11,  p.  93.    Welfh  Chron.  p.  235. 

*  Cadwalldn  ap  Madog,  of  Mclienydd,  who  was  couiin-german  to  Rhys  ;  Einion 
Glyd,  of  Elfel ;  Einion  ap  Rhys,  of  Gwrthrynion,  fon-in-law  to  Rhys  ;  Morgan  ap 
Caradog  ap  Jeflyn,  of  Glamorgan  ;  GryfFydh  ap  Ifor  ap  Meuryg,  of  Senghennyth  ; 
Geifyllt  ap  Dyfnwal,  of  higher  Gwent,  brother-in-law  to  Rhys ;  and  Jorwerth  ap 
Oweoy  of  Caer  Lleon. 

^  Britifli  Ant.  Reviv,  by  Vaughan  of  Hcngwrt,  p.  23. 

of 
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of  the  king  for  all  former  offences^  To  render  the  royal  favour 
more  complete,  Jorwerth  was  confirmed  in  the  poflfefiion  of 
Caer  Lleon.'  And,  to  unite  more  clofely  his  vaflils,  both 
Englifh  and  Welfti,  who  were  prefent  at  the  aflembly,  the 
king  obliged  them  to  take  an  oath,  that  if  any  bne  (hould  be 
ieparately  attacked  by  any  other  power  in  Wales,  all  the  reft 
fiiould  unite  in  his  defence/ 

It  appears,  at  this  period,  as  if  the  Icnfe  of  their  native  in-  a.  d. 
dependence,  that  invigorating  principle  of  adion,  no  longer  fub-  "'  ' 
fifted  in  the  minds  of  the  Wel(h.  David  prince  of  North  Wales, 
Rhys  ap  Gryffydh,  Owen  Cyveilioc,  and  other  chieftains  in 
Powys,  with  many  of  the  Welfti  nobility,  repaired,  upon  Henry's 
fUmmons,  to  a  parliament  which  he  held  at  Oxford  j'  a  fcene, 
flattering  to  the  Englifli  monarch,  in  which  the  fpirit  of  the 
Welfti  princes  is  feen  to  bend  under  the  influence  of  fuperior 
'  talents.^ 

The  fpirit  of  the  times,  foftered  by  deadly  feuds  and  by  na* 
tTbnal  hatred,  was  kept  alive,  and  rendered  more  ferocious  by 
a  feries  of  reiterated  injuries.  Henry  de  Hereford,  uncle  to  Wil- 
liam de  Bruce  lord  of  Brecknock,  had  been  lately  murdered  by 
Several  of  thofe  chieftains,   who,  in  the  preceding  year,  had 

*  W«lfli  Chron.  p.  2^6^ 
*  Benedict  Alphas,  p.  no.     Brotnpton's  Chron.  Tub.  Ana.  127^  p.  hoa.  • 
3  Holinihead,  p.  loi.    Benedict  Abbas,  vol.  I.  p.  iii.    Hovedon,  p.  566* 
4  At  this  parliament,  Henry  gave  Elefmere  in  the  niai:ches  to  David  prince  of  North 

Wales,  and  the  territory  of  Meirionydh  to  Rhys  ap  Gryfl^dh.    HoYodop,  p.  j66. 

*  •     •       •  • 

BenediA  Abbas,  p.  205. 

S  s  become 
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become  vaflals  to  king  Henry.    To  revenge  this  murder  on  the 

heads  of  the  perpetrators,  but  under  pretext  of  celebrating  their 

A.  D.    late  union,  William  de  Bruce  invited  to  an  entertainment  at  his^ 

cattle  of  Abergavenny,  Seifyllt  ap  Dyfnwal,  Geofiiy  his  fon,  and 

many  other  chiefs  of  the  mott  confiderable  dittia£tion  in  Gwent. 

In  the  midft  of  their  feflivity,  with  a  view  of  inflaming  theisr 

minds,  and  of  ^ving  fome  colour  to  the  bafenefs,  of  his  de(ign» 

he  informed  the  WeHh  chieftains,  that  in  future  they  fhould 

not  travel  armed  either  with  their  fwords  or  their  bows ;  and  he 
< 

inttantly  required  them  to  take  atv  oath  for  the  due  performance 
of  the  fame.  It  is  eafy  to  imagine  in  what  manner  a  fiery  and' 
high-fpirited  nobility  would  relifh  fo  imperious  a  command, 
which  they  would  only  confider  as  a.  badge  of  their  flavery.  It 
was  univerjfally  rejedted.  On  a  fignal,  then,  being  made,  a  num-- 
ber  of  armed  fbldiers,  who  had  been  ftationed  ia  tlie  cattle  foe 
this  purpofe,  ruflied.  into  the  hall,  and  maflacred  the  WeKb 
lords/  Not  fatisfied  with  the  blood  which  he  had  already  (hed^ 
Bruce,  attended  by  his  ruffians,  proceeded  to  the  hou(e  of 
Seifyllt,  at  no  great  diftance,  which  he  let  on  fire }  then,  feizing 
the  wife  of  that  chieftam^  and  murdering  in  her  prefence  her  in- 
fimt  fwi,  he  carried  away  the  wretched  mother  to  the  cattle 
of  Abergavenay.*  As  the  juftice  of  Henry  did  not  ftverely 
punifh  this  outrage,  which  every  law  of  prudence  and  humanity 
demanded^  we  have  the  liberty  of  thinking,  that  even  that  great 
prince  knew<,  when  to  relax  its  ufual  vigour  and  firmnefs. 

'  Matth.  FariSy  p.  no. 
*  Wel&Cliron*  F«^  A361  257.    Wynne's  ISft   oi  Wales,  p^  204. 
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RoDERic,  who  had  been  lately  imprifoned  by  his  brother  the 
prince  of  North  Wales,  broke  out  of  his  cpnfinement,  and  fled' 
into  Anglefey ;  where  he  was  univerfally  received  by  the  people 
as  their  fovereign ;  David,  the  reigning  prince,  having  rendered 
himfelf  odious  by  his  cruelty,  and  having  grown  bold  in  the 
exercife  of  tyranny,  by  bis  alliance  with  the  EngHfli  king. 
David,  unable  to  oppofe,  thought  it  prudent  to  withdraw  from 
the  ftorm,  and  retired  for  fecurity  to  the  Englifti  fide  of  the 
Ccttiway }'  retaining  in  his  pofleflioti  only  the  caftk  df  Rhuddlan> 

* 

and  the  territories  adjacent,  winch  he  held  by  the  affiftance  p( 
mn  EngliOi  garrifon.*  the  young  prince  Llewelyn,  the  fon  of 
Jorwerth  Drwyndwn,  was  at  this  time  under  the  protcftion 
-of  his  uncle  Rod^ric,  and  refided  in  his  court.' 


3^5 


Cadwalaber,  the  brother  of  Owen  Gwynedh,  having  been 
forced,  by  the  ^verity  of  that  prince,  to  refide  fome  time  in 
England,  and  to  folicit  th6  jafTiftaace  of  Henry  i  was  at  this  time 
murdered  by  the  En^(h  on  his  journey  into  Wales,  ^hiie  he 
was  travelling  under  the  fafe  condufl:  of  the  king.  This  breach 
of  public  faith  ibon  met  with  exemplary  puniihment.  All  the 
perfons  concerned  in  the  murder  were  condemned  to  the  gibbet.^ 
Such  an  a£t  of  juftice,  politic  to  the  laJd  degree^  throws  a 
luftre,  in  this  inftance^  &n  the  wifdom  and  humanity  of  Henry's 
government.' 

t  Wellh  Chron.  p»  aj6,  437.        *♦  tHH/Oikitr  Fftimly,  p.  B.        J  Ibid.  p.  9.  * 
^  Math.  Paris,  p.  xi6.  fays  Chdwiillotfi  but  he  was  flatn  before  the  death  of  hii 

•iathcr.    See  Memoirs  of  Grwedir  Family,  p,  i.    WelOi  Chron.  p.  238. 

5  This  prince  was  the  Lord  of  Caerdi|;an,  and  ufually  re&ded  at  the  caftle  of 

Abcryftifryth;    Mfeihoirs  of  Owedir  Family^  ?•  6,  7* 

S  s  2  Ths 
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A.  D.       The  fword  of  jufticc,  however,  a  few  years  after,  was  taken 
1184.  .  . 

up  by  the  Welfti  themfelves,  enforced  by  the  fpirit  of  revenge; 

a  fpirit  of  all  others  the  moft  potent  in  uncultivated  minds.     It 

feems,  th^t  Ranulph  de  Poer  the  fheriffof  Gloucefter,  had  been 

concerned  with  William  de  Bruce  in  the  maflacre  committed, 

feven  years  before,  in  the  caftle  of  Abergavenny.     And  it  is 

with  rclu6lance  we  are  obliged  to  relate,  that  this  infamous 

tranfaftion  appears  to  have  been  perpetrated  through  the  fecret 

influence  of  the  Englifh  king,"^    The  nephews  and  the  fons  of 

Seifyllt  ap  Dyfnwal,  and  of  the  other  chieftains  who  had  fallen 

in  the  late  fcenc  of  barbarity;  having  by  this  time  arrived  at  a 

e 

manly  age,  were  ftrongly  incited  to  revenge  on  the  Enghih^ 
the  murder  of  their  kinfmen  and  parents.  In  purfuit  of  this  de^ 
fign,  early  in  the  morning,  they  aflaulted  the  caftle  of  Aber- 
gavennyi  and  ha>dng  fcaled  the  walls,  took  pofleffion  of  that 
fortrefs,  and  burning  it  to  the  grourtd,  they  carried  away  pri- 
ibners  the  governor  and  his  wife,  with  all  the  garrifon.  The 
young  chieftains,  not  having  met  with  the  objefts  of  their 
vetfgeance,  ftormed  another  fortrefs  lately  erefted  by  Ranulph 
de  Pocr,  near  Monmouth;  the  garrifon  of  which,  unable  to 
refift  their  fury,  was  driven  down  into  the  foffes  of  the  caftlfe, 
and  flain  by  the  launccs  of  the  enemy.  Ranulph  de  Poer,  with 
nine  of  the  moft  diftinguifhed  perfons  in  Monmouth,  perifhed 
in  the  general  carnage ;  and  William  de  Bruce,  himielf,  forely 
wounded,  and  ovei-wbdmed  in  t^e  foffe,  was  with  difficulty 
refcued,  and  fcarcely  efcaped  with  his  life.* 

'  Giraldus  Cambrenfis  Itin^  lib.  I.  cap^IV. 
*  Ginddus  Cambrenfisy  ItiA.  Ub.  K  cap.  I V.    Roj^^Uoyedoo,  P..617. 

In#- 
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Incensed  at  this  outrage,  the  "king  of  England  advanced  with   A«  D. 

1184. 

a  large  army  to  Worcefter,  with  the  defign  of  puniihing  the    wh  of 

Hearyll. 

revolters.  His  refentment  however  was  appealed  by  Rhys  ap 
Gryffydh ;  who  repairing  to  that  city  took  frefli  oaths  of  alle- 
giance, and  promifed  to  deliver  up,  as  pledges  for  the  peace 
pf  the  country,  his  fon  and  his  nephews/  But  the  young 
men,  having  in  memory  the  fate  of  thofe  hoftages,  fo  lately 
the  viftims  of  Henry's  refentment,  abfolutely  refufed  to  place 
themfelves  in  the  fame  perilous  fituatiom^ 

The  views  of  the  Englifh  monarch  were,  at  length,  nearly 
accomplifhed ;   the   unremitting  eflPorts  of  his  power  and  bis 
policy,  had  fubdued  the  ipirit,  or  had  ieduced  from  their  viitue^ 
a  difunited  and  improvident  people.    The  fate  of  this  nation    a.  d, 
was,  however,  fu^nded,  by  the  death  of  its  formidable  enemy  j^th  year  of 
Henry  the  fecond*    His  eldeil  ion  Richard  fucceeded  to  the    *"*^*' 
throne  of  England^^ 

The  pages  of  the  Welfh  annals  are  difcoloured  at  this 
period  by  hideous  pictures  of  favage  manners.  Influenced  by 
the  "  fpirit  of  the  firft  born  Cain,"  a  brother's  arm  is  raifed 

*  Holmihead^  p.  io8*    Benedi£l  Abbas,  toLII.  p.  411.    Welfh  Chjon.  p«240. 

*  Holiniheadi  p.  io8.    Benedict  Abbas,  toL  II.  p«  41  z.     Welih  Cbron,  p.  240. 

3  This  event  was  followed  by  the  death  of  Gryffydh  Maelor,  the  fon  of  Madoe 
ap  Meredydh  the  fon  of  Bieddyn  ap  Cynvyn*  He  was  buried  at  Mivod,  and  was 
lord  of  the  two  Bromfields  and  Mochnaut-Is-Rha!der|^  and  left  one  fon  named 
•Madoc,  which  he  had  by  Angharady  daughter  of  Owea  Gwynedh,  to  fucceed 
to«  thai  part  of  hii  iathcr's  inheritance  which  was  called  Powys  Vadoc.  Welih 
Chron*  p«  242. 

\  .  .      in 
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in  horrid  fucceffion  againft  a  brother;  the  parent*  and  his 
children  by  a  courfe  of  injuries  are  engaged  in  mutual  hof- 
tilities^  tearing  afunder  the  ties  of  afieftion  and  of  nature/ 
Scenes,  fuch  as  thefe,  fo  cxpreffive  of  horror,  difguft  the  eye  of 
humanity;  and  as  the  objects  which  they  prefent,  are  only 
of  a  private  nature,  and  do  not  relate  to  great  or  to  public 
concerns^  it  is  with  pleafure  that  ^e  turn  to  the  more  agreeable 
prolpefts,  which  are  opening  to  our  view,  of  order,  and  juftice, 
of  freedom  and  naticmal  importance. 

'  Rhys  ap  Gryffydh.  *  Welih  Chron*  from  gage  2j^  to  250* 


H  I  S  T  O  pfV 


3*9 


H  I  S  TO  R  y      OF      WALES 


BOOK    VII. 


FROM  THE  ACCESSION    OF  LLEWELYN  AP  JORWERTH,  TQ, 

THE  DEATH  OF  DAVID  AP  LLEWELYN. 


Jos-WERTH  the  ion  o£  Owen  Gwynedh,  on  his  fat^er'^ 
deceafe»  had  been  ict  afide  from  the  fucceilion  of  North  Wales> 
on  account  of  a  perfonal  blemifh.    His  fon  Llewelyn,  by  this 
time,  arrived  at  years  6i  maturity,  and  defirous  of  affcrting 
his  indubitable  right  to  the  throne^  folicited  the  afliftance  of 
his  friends  in  Pdwys  j  his  mother  being  the  daughter  of  Madoc 
the  chief  of  that  family.    With  the  aid  which  he  obtained  from 
thence>  and  what  he  received  from  his  own  kinfmen  in  Ncrth 
Wales^  he  demanded  #ie  crown  in  preference  to  David  his 
vncle.     The  claim  of  the  yoimg  prince>  affifted  by  his  popular 
talents,  was  allowed*    In  this  eafy  manner  was  Llewelyn  ap     a»  d« 
Jorwerth,  as  the  right  heir  to  the  crown,  placed  in  the  fove-  . 
reignty  of  North  Wales.     His  uncle  David,  the  late  reigning 
prince,  retained  in  his  pofleffion  only  a  few  fortreffes  whicli 
were  garrifoned  by  the  Engliflu' 

>  Welih  CliroB.  p»  ^4$» 
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A-  D.        Richard  king  of  England,  returned,  at  this  time,  into  his 
\^%  °  d      ^^^  dominions ;  having  engaged  four  years  before  in  a  croifada 
to  the  Holy  Land ;  led  away  Ijy  his  own  romantic  fjArit,  and 
the  epidemic  frenzy  of  the  age. 

A.  C.  During  the  abfence  of  the  Englifh  monarch  in  France, 
the  archbiftiop  of  Canterbury  was  appointed  jufticiary  of  the 
realm  •,.  and  repairing  to  the  Welfti  Borders '  with  a  large  army, 
he  laid  fiege  to  the  caftle  of  Pool,  the  property  of  Gwen- 
t^rynwyn  the  fon  of  Owen  Cyveilioc.  But  finding  his  endeavours 
to  take  the  place  by  ftorm  not  fucceisful,  he  began  to  undermine 
the  walls ;  which  the  garrifon  perceiving,  yielded  up  the  fortrefs,, 
on  ccmdition  that  they  (hould  he  allowed  to  depart  with  their 
arms.  The  works  of  the  caftle  being  ftitngthened,  and  aii 
Engliih  garrifon  placed  in  it,  the  archbifhop  returned  into 
England.  On  his  departure,  it  was  retaken  by  the  original  pro- 
prietor, on  the  iame  conditions  on  which  it  had  been  given  up 
befoiie.* 


A  SERIES  of  hoftilities  with  his  fons,  had  of  late  years  im- 
bittered  the  peace,  and  had  marked  ttil  conduct  of  Rhys  ap 
GiyfFydh.'  Having  at  length  ended  the  unnatural  conteft,  by 
furprifing  two  of  his  fons,  and  fecuring  their  perfons  in  prifon, 

'  Roger  Hovedon,*  p.  775.  \  Welih  Chron.  p.  348. 

'  In  tbe  firft  year  of  king  Richard's  reign,   Rhys  ap  Gryffydh  came  into  Eng- 
land as  far  as  Oxford,  condu6ted  by  the  elrl  of  Moreton.    And  becaufe  the  king 
would  not  perfonally  meet  the  faid  Gryfiydh,  as  his  father  had  done,  he  fell  into 
paffion  and  returned  into  his  own  country.    See  Brady's  Hift.  £ng.  p.  459. 

he 
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be  revoked  from  his  allegiance  to  king  Ridiard ;  being  defirous 

of  enlarging  his  territories,  or  touched  by  a  fenfe  of  returning 

« 

irirtue.  The  abfeiure  of  the  Englifli  prince,  during  his  lefidenco 
in. foreign  countries,  might  encourage  the  moft  fanguine  hopes ; 
and  afforded  to  Rhys  a  favourable  opportunity  of  accompliihing 
his  defigns.  The  revolt  opened  by  laying  fiege  to  the  town  and 
cattle  of  Caermarthen,  of  which  he  eafily  gained  poffeflion; 
then,  after  laying  wafte  the  a<|acent  country,  he  led  his  army  ^  ^^ 
into  the  marches^  and  inveflcd  the  cattle  of  Clun;  which,  after  '^^S* 
a  long  iiege^  and  many  terrible  ai&uhs,  he  made  himfeif  matter 
of,  and  entu'dy  demoliihed.  From  thence  he  proceeded  to  Rad«* 
nor,  which  fortrefs  he  likewiie  obtained.  To  the  defence  of 
this  place  Sir  Roger  Mortimer  carae  with  a  confideiable  body  of 
well  armed  and  veteran  troops,  which  were  oppofed  by  the  raw 
and  alraoft  unarmed  foldiers  of  the  Welih  prince ;  who,  fallying 
from  the  cattle,  drove  the  EngUtti^  after  a  bloody  adion,  out  of 
the  field  He  then  proceeded  to  Payne  cattle  in  Elvel,  which 
having  reduced,  he  delivered  it  back  to  William  de  Bru<;e  on 
certain  conditions.' 

The  late  entcrprifes,  which  had  given  a  luftre  to  iifs  declining   A.  D, 
day,  clofed  the  career  of  Rhys  ap  GryfFydh ;  and,  in  a  little 
time  after,  he  quitted  this  world,  on  the  ftage  of  which  he  had 
exhibited  uncommon  verfatility  of  charadler/    If  there  had  been 

'  Wclfh  Chrou.  p.  247,  248. 
'  He  was  interred  in  the  Abbey  of  Strata  Floiida  {lyrat^  F^ur)  in  the  county  of 
Caerdigan,  which  he  himfelf  had  erected  ;  and  which  became  the  burial  place  of  the 
fucceeding  lords  of  his  family.     Mnnufcript  of  Edward  Lhvyd  in  Sir  John  SeabrightS 
coUeflion.    Brit.  Aat.  Rer.  by  Vaughan  Ucngwrt,  p.  it^.   WdHi  Chr.  p.  247,  148. 
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lefs  of  caprice  in  his  condu£^>  if  his  valour,  his  patriotifm,  and 
other  talents  for  command,  had  been .  dire£led  by  a  fteady  and 
uniform  principle,  the  name  of  this  prince  would  have  appeared 
with  the  higheft  glory  in  the  annals  of  his  country ;  the  honour 
and  the  liberties  of  which,  he>  at  times>  defended^  with  fo  much 
zeal  and  fuccefs. 

^  jy  David,  the  lately  depofed  prince  of  North  Wales,  afCfted  by 
>i97-  an  army  of  Englifh,  and  a  body  of  Welfli  who  ftill  adhei^  ta 
his  fortunes,  made  an  attempt  to  recover  the  fovereignty  he  had 
loft.  But  the  enterprife  was  eafily  difconcerted  by  the  rapidity 
of  Llewelyn ;  who,  advancing  to  give  his  uncle  the  meetings 
defeated  his  forces,  took  him  prifoner,  and  lodged  him  in  con^ 
finement/ 

Although  by  the  combined  influence  of  policy  and  power,, 
the  Englifh  had  at  length  obtained  the  afcendency  in  South 
Wales;  individuals  were  frequently  hurried  into  revolt,  by  the 
perfidious  and  inhuman  condu6l  of  the  lords  of  the  marches : 
but  the  ineffeftual  efforts  of  this  miferable  people  to  recover 
their  liberties,  or  to  avenge  their  wrongs,  as  they  afted  only 
from  the  fpur  of  their  feelings,  without  conceit  or  prudence,' 
ferved  only  to  rivet  more  ctofely  their  chains.   Trahaearn  Vychan, 

*  At  the  clofe  of  thh  year  Owen  Cyveilioc  died,  Icaying  the  higher  Powys  to  his. 
fon  Gwcnwynwyn ;  which  territory  in  future  was  called  by  the  name  of  that  chief- 
tain, to  didinguiili  ij  from  Powys  Vadoc,  the  other  divifion  of  that  country.     Thi%^ 
prince  was  a  Bard  of  fome  eminence  i  a  few  poems  of  his  are  extant  at  this  day, 
A.  D.  1 197.     WeUh  Chron.  p.  250,  251.     Humfrey  Lhuyd's  Breviary,  p.  70. 

a  chief- 
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a  chieftain  of  diftindion  in  Brecknock^  as  he  was  repsdring  to 
Langors  to  confer  on  bufinels  with  William  de  Bruce  lord  of 
that  country,  was  arrefted  by  order  of  the  Englifli  baron  j  tied 
to  a  horfe's  tail,  and  in  that  ignominious  manner  dragged 
through  the  town  to  the  gallows,  where  he  was  beheaded,  and 
his  body  fufpended  by  the  feet  three  days/ 

In  revenge  of  this  outrage,  Gwenwynwyn  laid  fiege  to  the 
caflle  of  Matilda*  in  Elvel,  the  property  of  William  de  Bruce;   A.  d. 
declaring  that  after  he  had  gained  poiTefnon  of  that  foitrefs,  he   qth  oit 
would  (et  fire  to  all  the  country  as  far  as  the  Severn ;  a  £icrifice 
which  he  owed  to  the  manes  of  Trahaeam  Vychan  his  kinfman.    . 
Not  having  any  miners  in  his  army,  or  battering  engines,  the 
Welfh  chieftain  lay  three  weeks  before  the  caftle ;  which  delay 
gave  time  to  William  de  Bruce  to  fend  into  England  for  fuccour* 
Geoffry  Fitz  Peter,  judiciary  of  England,  inftantly  came  to  his 
relief,  having  joined  to  his  aitny  the  different  powers  of  the  lords 
of  the  marches;  and  as  the  event  of  war  was  uncertain,  he  was 

w 

defirous  of  terminating  the  difpute  by  concluding  a  peace  with 
Gwenwynwyn.  The  offer. was  rejefted  with  difdain.  The  Welfh 
declared  their  firm  refofutioft  of  avenging,  in  tliis  enterprife,  the 
ancient  wrongs  of  their  country.  The  Englifh,  then,  releafed 
out  of  confinement  Gryffydh,  the  fon  of  the  late  Rhys  ap  Gryf- 
fydh ;  between  whom  and  Gwenwynwyn  they  knew,  at  this 
time,  fubfiftcd  a  deadly  feud ;  and  being  joined  by  the  forces 
raifed  by  that  chieftain,  they  advanced  to  the  relief  of  the  caflile 

»  Wclfli  Chron.  p.  ijo,  251.    Humfrey  Lhuyd's  BrevUfy,  p.  70, 

*  In  the  prefcnt  county  of  Radnoxt 
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el  Mat3da,  Confident  of  his  ftrcngth,  Gwenwynwyn  faced  the 
Englilh  in  an  open  plain  *,  though  experience  might  have  con- 
vinced him  of  the  prudence  of  a  different  conduft.  In  this  a6lioi> 
the  Wellh  were  defeated  j  if  that  can  with  propriety  be  called  an 
aflion,  in  which  no  other  loi^  was  fuftained  by  the  Englifh  army,, 
than  that  of  a  frngle  fotdier,  and  even  that  foldier  flain  by  a 
random  arrow  from  his  own  party.  Beftdes  the  wounded  and 
the  prifoners>  many  of  whom  were  of  confiderablc  note,  three: 
thoufand  and  feventy  of  the  WeWh  wereJcft  dead  on  the  field/ 
It  is  not  eafy  to  account  for  die  facility  with  which  the  EnglUh 
obtained  this  viftory.  The  rafhnefs  of  the  Welfh  kader  was 
probably  the  caufe  of  his  defeat  i  in  fighting  on  the  <^n  plain,, 
with  fuch  troops  as  his  own,  undifciplined  and  flightly  armed^ 
againft  a  firm  and  well  appointed  body  like  tlie  Engliflu 

j^  jy^       At  this  time  Richard  king  of  England  was  ilain  at  the  ficge 
» »99^    of  Chalons,  an  inconfiderable  town  m  Limofin.  John  his  brother 
iiicoeeded  to  the  throne* 

Deeply  eng^ed  in  foreign  concerns,  the  Englifli  prince,  on 
his  accefilon,  fent  Hubert  de  Burgh  his  chamberlain,  with  one 
hundred  knights,  to  prote£l  the  nuirches  on  the  confines  of 
Wales.*  A  treaty  of  peace  was^  likewife,  concluded  between 
Llewelyn  ap  Jorwerth.  prince  of  North  Wales,  and  the  earl  of 
Eflex  jufticiary  of  the  realm^    la  this  treaty,  Llewelyn,  with  the 

'  Matth.  Paris,  p.  162.   Holinfliead;  p.  i{4..    Welfh  ChroD.  p.  252,  fpeaks  of  the 
defeat,  but  t«ot  of  the  number  flaiD, 

*  Roger  H^edoo,  p.  919,     HolijDflieiKl,.p.  163, 

6  prindpsU 
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principal  chieftains  of  his  realm,  fwore  to  the  obfervance  of  the 
following  articles.    To  maintain  perpetual  fidelity  to  king  John,, 
in  the  fulnefs  of  feudal  idea^«    To  receive  at  the  hands  of  the 
^ufticiary  of  England  livery  and  feifin  of  his  territories ;  which 
he  was  to  hold  in  fecurity  until  the  king's  return.     On  the 
arrival  of  the  Englifh  king,,  when  fummoned  to  appear,  he  fhould. 
come  and  pay  homage  to  him  as  to  his  liege  lord  j  but  when  that 
duty  was  performed,  he  was  to  return  into  his  own  country  ia. 
perfeft  fecurity ;  only  liable  to  pay  a  ftrift  obedience  to  any 
fummons  of  the  like  nature.    In  confideration  of  this,  the  king, 
was  to  pardon  all  offences  committed  prior  to  the  day  of  pacific- 
cation  ;  but  if  any.  complaints  fhould  arife  in  future,  it  was  to' 
be  in  Llewelyn's  choice,  whether  the  caufe  fhould  be  tried  by 
the  laws  of  England,  or  by  thofe  of  Wales-*    If  he  chofe  that 
the  merits  of  his  caufe  fhould  be  tried  according  to  tlie  Englifhi 
law,  a  court  was  to  be  appointed  in  England  ;  where  judgement 
ihould  be  given,  agreeably  to  the  laws  of  that  country.     If  the 
prince  was  defirous  that  the  Welfh  laws  fhould  determine  the 
controverfy,  and  it  were  found  on  inquiry  that  he  had  a  right  to 
take  cognifance  of  fuch  a  matter,  the  caufe  fhould  then  be  decided! 
in  his  own  court ;  but  if  it  were  found  otherwife,  the  king,  in 
that  cafe,  was  to  fend  fome  of  his  own  fubjefts,  eminent  for  their 
wifdom,  into  the  territory  of  Llewelyn,  and  where  the  matter 
was  in  controverfy;  before  whom  the  caufe  fhould  be  tried,  ahdi 
judgement  given  by  a  certain  number  of  Welfhmen,  felefted  from* 
places  at  a  diftance,  as  being  on  that  account  not  liable,  to  the. 
fofpicion  of  partiality  j  and  their  award  was  to  be  finaL .   If  after, 
the  ratification  of  the  peace,  any  injury  fhould  be  done  by  Lie- 

v^lyn^ 
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-welyn  to  the  king,  or  to  any  of  his  fubjefts,  reparation  fhould 
be  made  agreeably  to  the  award  of  fome  of  the  Englifli  nobility, 
particularly  mentioned  for  that  purpofe.  But  it  was  alfo  required 
from  thofe  arbitrators,  that  they  ftiould  adminifter  judgement 
with  juftice,  to  the  honour  of  God  and  of  the  king.  If  any 
injury  was  done  in  the  Englifh  territories,  and  the  offenders 
fhould  efcape  into  the  dominions  of  Llewelyn,  and  the  perfons 
iuffering  the  damage,  or  others,  purfuing  them  into  the  faid 
dominions,  that  Llewelyn  (hould  caufe  the  plunder  to  be  reftored, 
and  execute  juftice  on  the  malefaftors.  If  the  offenders  fliould 
have  cfcaped  into  the  territories  of  Llewelyn,  or  concealed  them- 
felves  therein,  that  prince,  then,  engaged  to  do  all  in  his  power 
to  obtain  fatisfaftion,  as  if  the  injury  had  been  done  to  himfelf. 
A.  D.  This  peace  was  figned  by  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  and  by 
id  of     the  fon  of  the  judiciary  of  the  realm ;  who  fct  their  feals  to  the 

John* 

writing  as  a  fecurity  for  the  due  obfervance  of  the  treaty,  until 
it  fhould  be  ratified  by  the  king  on  his  return  into  England. 
The  tenor  of  this  treaty,  though  in  general  formed  on  the  princi- 
ples of  juftice,  was  fo  fully  expreffive  of  vaflalage,  that  it  feems, 
^s  if  the  independency  of  Wales  was  annihilated/ 

The  peace  with  England  afforded  Llewelyn  the  opportunity  c^ 
exerting  the  native  vigour  of  his  mind.  Some  time  before,  he 
had  confifcated  the  eftates  of  Meredydh  his  coufm,*  and  had 
baniflied  him  the  realm  upon  a  fufpicion  of  treafon/  He  thought 

*  Rymcr*8  Fcedcra,  p,  123. 
*  The  Cantrcvs  of  Llun  and  Evionydd,  fituatcd  in  the  South  Weft  parts  of  C aer- 
narvonfliire.  Hift.Gwcdir  Family,  p,  40,  *  Hift.  Gwedir  Family,  p.  20. 

an 
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an  interval  of.  leifure  could  not  be  more  ufefully  employed,  than 
in  attempting  to  reflore  the  ancient  conftitution  of  his  country  i 
a  rude  though  venerable  fabric ;  which,  having  Jong  remained  a 
monument  of  its  priftine  grandeur,,  had  fallen  into  decay  in  the 
lapfe  of  ages« 

The  WeHh  princes,  by  the  laws  of  Roderic  the  Great,  ancT 
by  thofe  of  Howel  Dha,  though  independent  in  their  own  terrU 
tories,  yet  acknowledged  the  fovereignty  of  North.  Wales.  Tq 
connect  the  loofe  and  feparated  parts  into  one  fyibm  of  govern-* 
ment,  Llewelyn  convened  an  afTembly  of  all  the  chieftains 
throughout  Wales.  Thefe  nobles,  fenfible  of  the  advantage  of 
union,,  and  of  adhering  to  ancient  forms,  took  the  ufual  oaths 
of  fealty.'  Gwenwynwyn,  alone,  the  lord  of  the  higher  Powya^ 
refufed  to  attend  the  meeting,  or  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance. 
His  rcfuTal  being  known  to  the  afTembly,  tliey  declared,  that 
he  ought  to  be  compelled  to  the  performance  of  his  duty,  or  to^ 
forfeit  bis  territories^  as  a  part  of  the  feudal  obligation.  One 
chieftain^  alone,  of  the  name  of  Elis,  refufed  his  confent  to  any 
mode  of  compulfion,  and  fuddenly  withdrew  from  the  meeting; 
Deeply  interefled  in  thei  event,  Llewelyn  did  not  fuffer  the  feeds, 
of  difobedience  to  mature  by  time  into  flronger  refiflance.  He- 
led  an  army  into  Powys ;  but  that  force,  by  the  mediation  of 
feveral  perfons  in  eflimation  for  wifdom  in  the  country,  was^ 
rendered  unneceffary ;  and  Gwenwynwyn  made  his  fubmiffion  to 
thp  prince  of  Wales,  which  he  confirmed  by  the  ufual  formali- 
ties.    Refenting  the  condud:  of  Elis,  Llewelyn  took  pofTeffion 

»  BritUh  Am,  Rev.  hy  Vaughanof  Hcngwrt,  p.  23, 

of 
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4Df  his  eftates,  and  obliged  him  to  fly  out  of  the  country ;  but 
that  chieftaioj  foon  afterwards^  yielding  himfelf  up  to  his  mercy, 
had  a  ca{Ue»  with  fome  land,  affigned  him  for  his  maintenance. 
"A.  D.  jf  aving  fo  happily  fini&ed  this  important  meafuret  Llewelyn  rc^ 
turned  into  North  Wales.' 

The  Englifli  king,  having  loft  a  great  part  of  his  territories 
in  France*  returned  into  England^  On  his  arrival^  he  gave  Joan» 
a  daughter,  which  he  had  by  a  lady  of  the  houle  of  Ferrers,  in 
marriage  to  Llewelyn ;  as  a  reward  fbr  the  due  obfervance  of  the 
late  treaty,  or  as  a  means  of  fecuring  thoie  advantages,  which 
he  might  think  would  naturally  refute  from  fuch  an  alliance. 

A.  D.    With  this  lady,  was  given  as  a  dower,  the  lordihip  of  Elelmere 

jth  of   m  Shropihire.* 


John, 


P&iNCB  Llewelyn,  in  his  youth,  had  married ' Tangwyftl, 
daughter  of  Llywarch  Goch  the  lord  of  Rhos ;  by  whom  he  had 
a  fon,  very  brave,  called  Gryffydh  ap  Llewelyn ;  who,  as  heir 
apparent,  had  the  Cantrevs  of  Englefield,  Rhos,  Rhyvonioc,  and 
DyfFryn  Clwyd  given  him  by  his  father,  being  the  country  ad- 
joining to  England ;  in  order  that  the  young  prince^  might  be 
induced,  by  a  clo(er  motive  of  intereft,  to  defend  his  own  terri- 
tories, from  the  common  enemy  the  Englifh.  He  married,  during 
his  father's  life^  Sina  daughter  of  Caiiadoc  ap  Thomas.^'  ^ 

■  Welfli  Chron.  p.  257,  258, 

*  Hid.  Gwedir  Ftmily,  p.  22.  fays  (I)e  was  a  legitimate  daughter.     Fabian,  in  his 
reign  of  John  fays«  that  (he  was  a  natural  one.    Welih  Chron*  p.  2  j9« 

♦  Ap  Rodcric  ap  Owen  Gwyaedh.     J  Hift.  Gwedir  Family,  p.  24.    Britiih  Ant. 
Rcvir.by  Vaugban  of  Hcngwrt,  p.  29. 

David, 
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David,  the  depofed  prince  of  North  Wales,  having  been  fet 
at  liberty  by  his  nephew,  fled  into  England ;  and  procured  in 
that  country  an  army  to  affift  him  in  recovering  the  throne. 
The  aiterprife  failed  of  fuccbTs;*  he  was  met  on  his  march  by 
Llewelyn,  and  his  army  defeated;'  and  fome  time  after,  that 
unfortunate  prince,  with  his  fon  Owen,  were  flain'  afe  Conway/ 

r 

GwENWYKWYN,  the  chief  of  the  higher  Powys,  having  re- 
paired to  Shrewibury,  that  he  might  confer  with  the  lords  of  the 
council,  was  arrefled  by  their  order,  and  detained  a  prifoner;' 
without  any  apparent  caule,  unlefs  to  extort,  as  conditions  of 
obtaining  his  liberty,  the  following  conceffions.  That  he  fhouM, 
hx  die  ufual  forms,  become  a  vaflal  to  the  king  of  England; 
that  he  fhould  ferve  him  faithfully  as  holding  under  him  his  life 
and  territories ;  that  he  (hould  abide  the  juflice  of  his  courts 
whenever  fummoned  to  attend;  that  he  (hould  deliver  up 
twenty  hoftages  for  the  due  performance  of  the  treaty ;  and 
ihould  remain  in  cuftody  until  thofe  hoftages  were  all  given 
up.    At  the  fame  time  the  king  bound  himfelf  to  take  his   A.  D. 

laoS. 

territories  under  his  prote£tion,  and  to  be  refponfible  fot*  any 
injury  which  they  might  receive.* ' 

In  this  fituation  of  Powys,  Llewelyn  invaded  the  territories 
of  the  imprifbned  chieftain,  and  gained  pofleffion  of  all  his 
caftiei  and  towns ;   he  then  marched  into  South  Wales^  and ' 

«  WeMhChron.  p.  259  *  Hift*  Gwedlr  Fam.  p.  13. 

*  WcUh  Chron.  p.  260.  ♦  Rymer'i  Focdcra,  toI.  !•  p.  tjx. 

U  u  after 
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after  fome  flight  fuccefles^  returned  into  his  own  country/ 
The  fame  year,  however,  in  confequence  of  Llewelyn's  fub* 
mtifion,  as  appears  by  his  letters  directed  to  the  king  at  Briftd^ 
a  full  pardon  was  granted  him  by  that  monarch,  for  the  depra-- 
dations  he  had  lately  committed  On  the  territories  of  Gwenwyn«» 
wyn,  while  under  his  protedlion  ;*  which  pardon  appears  alfo  to 
A.  D.  have  been  confirmed  the  year  following;  as  the  Welfli  prince 
did  homage,  either  in  perfon  or  by  proxy,  to  the  king  at  W6od* 
flock.* 

The  earl  of  Chefter,  having  made  an  inroad  into  North 
A.  D.    Wales,  rebuilt  the  caftle  of  Diganwy  upon  the  water  of  Con-^ 

12100  ^  o  'f        M,         . 

way,  which  had  been  lately  demdilhed  by  Llewctyn  j  he  like- 
wife  more  flrongly  fortified  the  cafHe  of  Holywell.*  The 
prince  of  Wales,  in  return,  invaded  the  earFs  territories,  defo- 
lated  a  great  part  of  them,  and  carried  away  OHifiderable 
plunder.* 

Incensed  at  this  incurfion,  and  breach  of  fidelity,  Johit^ 
A.D.     aflemUed  a  large  army  at  Ofweflry,   upon  the  Borders  of 


I2IZ- 


io?  ^^    Wales.    He  was  there  joined  by  many  of  the  Welfh  chieftains 

his  vafTals;  the  mofl  conliderabk  of  whom  were  Madoc  ap 

> 

1  WclfliChroft.  p.«6i.  *  Rymcrt  Foedera,  vol.  I.  p.  iji.     * 

'  Matth*.  Paris,  p.  191.  who  fly«,  that  thi«  w»  the  firft  homage  which  had  ever 

bf«ft  heanl  of,  attd  that  fueh  jouraiei  weire  Tcry  oppreffire  both  to  tha  rich  and:  poor. 
*  Tr^^uMff .*— A.  D,  xaio.   ThU  year  died  Maud  de  Bruce,  wife  to  Oryfiydh 

ap  Rhyi,   and  was  buried  ift  a  monk*l  cowl,  at  Strata*Floridfl,   by  her  huiband. 

WeUhChron.  p.a64» 

ft 

*  WeUh  CbroB.  p.  atz, 

GryfFydh 


Ik 
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Gryffydh  ]VIa^^r>  ai^^Gweawynwyn^  who  cm  this  cccy^n 
was  reftored  to  his  liberty ;  befides  the  two  fons  of  Rhys,  the 
late  prince  of  South  Wales.  With  this  formidable  army  he 
marched  to  Ch^eri  ^a  the  full  refblution  of  exterminating  the 
people  cif  Noi:th  Wales.' 
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Llewslyk,  unable  to  rciift  a  force,  compofed  not  only  of  a 
foragn  enemy,  but  of  his  own  vaflals^  who  had  baiely  deferted 
their  }9te  engagepients,  thought  it  prudent  to  withdraw  from 
the.  ftorm  i  and  he  ordered  the  inhabitants  of  the  inland  country,* 
to  remove  with  their  goods  and  cattle  to  the  mountains  of 
Snowdun.  The  Englifh  army,,  advancing  along  the  fea  coaft, 
came  to  Rhuddlan  s*  and  from  thence  to  the  ca(Ue  of  Djganwy,' 
oppoiite  tathe  coimtry  of  Snowdun^  where  they  remained  for 
ibme  time.  But  Llewelyn  fo  continually  infefted  the  roads  with 
his  light  parties^  that  John  and  his^  forces  were  reduced  to  the 
greateft  difficulties.  By  cutting  off  their  proviiions  as  they  arrived 
out.  of  England,  the  army  was  reduced,  to  the  neceility  of  feed- 
ing upon  the  flefh  of  horfes;  and  thefoldiers,  whenever  they 
ftirred  from  the  camp,  were  Uable  to  be  cut  in  pieces;  the  W«Kh, 
from  a  knowledge  of  the  country,  and  from  beidg  pofted  on 
eminences,  had  ufually  the  advan^jrge  in  .every  ikirmifh.  Frf  m 
this  fituation,*  John  thought  it  prudent,  after  the  lofs  he  had 


*  Welfh  ChroD.  p.  264.  f  .Part&  of  Denbighihiro  Mni  Flintfhlre. 

*.  Red  Banks ;  and  which  flight  probably  uke  its  name  from  the  appearance  of 
the  country ;  or  from  the  battle,  fo  fatal  to  the  Welih,  which  was  fought  ufK>n 

Rhuddlan  marlb. 

s  Annates  deMajfgan,  p.  15.    Welfli  Chr.  p.  464*  ^ 
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fuft^ed,  to  retreat  into  England,  ftung  with  difgrace,   and 
breathing  the  fpirit  of  revenge.' 

A.  D.  Hav  I N  G  augmented  his  army,  a  few  months  after»  the 
12th  of  king  came  again  to  Ofweftry;  and  being  there  joined  by  the 
Welfh  chieftains'  who  were  his  valTals,  he  advanced  to  the 
Conway;  which  having  pafled,  he  encamped  his  forces  upon 
the  banks  of  that  river.  He  then  difpatched  a  detachment  of 
his  army,  attended  by  proper  guides,  to  bum  the  town  of  Ban- 
gor. The  defign  was  executed  with  fpirit  and  fuccels;  the 
place  was  fet  on  fire,  and  Rotpert  the  bifhop  of  that  dioceie 
taken  prifbner,  though  afterwards  ranfomed  for  two  hundred 
hawks.  Llewelyn,  fedng  the  {k)wer  of  Wales  and  of  England 
combined  agalnft  him,  and  that  power,  too,  commanded  by  an 
Englifh  monarch,  who  had  penetrated  far  into  his  country; 
and  feeing  alfo  that  he,  himfelf,  was  confined  within  the  ex- 
treme verge  of  his  dominions,  thought  it  more  prudent  to  fue 
for  peace,  at  the  expence  of  fome  important  conceffions,  rather 
than  to  hazard  the  whole,  by  carrying  on  fo  unequal  a  conteil. 
As  he  had  in  his  own  perfon  fo  little  pretenfion  to  the  king's 
clemency,  having  lately  violated  the  probable  conditions  of  his 
pardcHi,  Llewelyn  thought  it  m<H:e  wife  to  negociate  by  the 
mediation  of  his  wife.    This  princefs  fo  powerfully  interceded 

*' Asntles  de  Margan,  p.  15.    WeHh  Chron.  p.  264* 
^  Howcl  tp   Gryfiydh  tp   Cynan   ap   Owen  Gwynedh;    Madoc   ap  Orytfydh 
Haelor,   Lord  of  Bromfield,  Chirk   and  Tale;  Meredydh  ap  Rotpert,   lord  of 
Cydewen ;  Qwenwynwyn,  lord  of  Powyt ;  Maelgon  and  Rbyt  Vychan,  the  ions  of 
.j^tince  Rbyt  of  Soath  Wales«~WeUh'  Chroau  p.  264. 

with 
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with  her  fether,  that  he  was  willing,  on  certain  conditions,  to 
take  Llewelyn  into  favour.    Hoftages  were  fent  to  that  prince» 
that  he  might  with  fafety  repair  to  the  Englifh  camp;  where 
having  done  homage,  a  peace  was  concluded  on  the  conditions 
of  giving  forty  horfcs,  and  twenty  thoufand  head  of  cattle, 
towards  defraying  flie  expences  of  the  war  j  he  likewife  ceded 
to   the   king   for  ever   the  inland  parts  of  his   dominions. 
Twenty-eight  hoftages  were  given  by  Llewelyn,  as  a  fecurity 
for  the  obfervance .  of  the  treaty.    After  this  fortunate   ex- 
pedition,  king  John  returned  into  England.*    Refenting  the  con- 
duft  of  thofe  military  viflals  who  had  not  ferved  him  in  the   a.  d* 
late  expedition,  he  exafted  from  every  knight,  a  fcutage  of  two 
marks  of  lilver/ 

Thus  was  the  remnant  of  the  Britifh  empire,  after  many 
and  gallant  ftruggles  for  freedom,  driven  almofl  to  the  verge 
of  the  ocean.  But  the  profperity  of  this  injured  people,  though 
deeply  clouded  for  the  prefent,  was  not  extinguifhed  for  even 
Their  native  fpirit,  confined  in  narrow  limits,  and  fet  on  fire  by 
the  agency  of  various  caufes,  burft  through  every  reftraint; 
and,  like  the  irruptive*  violence  of  a  volcano,  poured  down  de- 
vaftation  and  vengeance  upon  the  heads  of  their  hated  op- 
preffi>rs« 

The  wild  diforder  in  the  conduft  of  the  king  of  England, 
happily  for  pofterity,  had  convulfed  every  part  of  his  domi- 

■  Annalcs  Margao,  p.  1 5.  fay«  thirty-two  hoflages*  Wclfli  Chroo.  p.  ^65*    Thomaa 
W>ke8,  p.  36.    Chron.  Walter  Hcmingford,  p.  556. 

^  Mattlh  Paris,  p.  193, 194. 
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nions;  and>  aidtd  by  fuperitition,  had.loofened  «very  fpri^g 
of  government,  and  every  tie  of  duty  or  affeftion  whkh  binds 
the  fubjeft  to  the  prince.  The  Pope,  at  this  time,  releaied 
Wales  from  the  interdict  under  which  that  country  had  lain; 
and  aUb  abfolved  Llewelyn  from  the  oaths  of  homage  and 
allegiance  which  he  had  taken  at  the  late  peace.' 

A  CONJUNCTURE  fo  favourahlc  determined  Llewelyn,  if  pof- 
fible,  to  refcue  his  country  from  the  vafTalage,  into  which  it 
had  fallen  by  die  neceility  of  affairs,  and  the  difunion  of  its 
chieftains.  He  convened,  for  this  purpofe,  Gwenwynwyn,  and 
Madoc  ap  GryfFydh  Maelor,  the  lords  of  Powys ;  with  Maelgwyn 
ap  Rhys  from  South  Wales,  and  Meredydh  ap  Rotpert  from 
A.  D.  Cydewen.  To  thefe  chieftains,  he  reprefented  the  miferablc 
fituation  of  their  country,  owing  to  their  own  want  of  virtue, 
in  having  bafely  deferted  its  interefts;  he  afliired  them,  that 
even  now,  by  their  fpirit  and  united  exertions,  inftead  of  living 
voluntary  and  abjeft  vaflals  under  the  preflure  of  a  foreign  yoke, 
they  might  ftill  enjoy  their  ancient  liberties  under  the  do* 
minion  of  theu'  native  princes.  Superftition,  or  the  force  of  his 
reafoning,  or  the  mingled  cflfeft  of  both,  imprefled  on  the 
minds  of  thefe  capricious  chieftains,  a  momentary  gleam  of  pa- 
triotifm.  They  once  again  took  the  oaths  of  allegiance  to 
the  prince  of  North  Wales.  Being  joined  by  their  feveral  powers, 
Llewelyn  commenced  hoftilities  j  fcifing  all  the  fortrefles  which 
the  Engliih  poflfeffed  in  his  dominions,   and  putting  to  the 

"  Matth.  Parisi  p.  194.    Annales  WaverleieBlisi  p.  174.    Brltiih  Anu  Reviv.  b/ 
Vaughan  of  Heogwrt,  p«  26. 

9  fword^ 
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fvrord^  with  a  barbarous  rage,  all  the  knights  and  foldiers  who 
defended  them/  In  the  courier  of  this  inroad,  he  fet  on  fire 
many  villages,  and  carried  away  very  confiderable  plunder.* 
Not  being  able  to  make  any  impreilion  on  the  cafUe  of  Rhudd- 
lan,  and  on  the  ftrong  fortrefs  of  Diganwy,  he  fell  with  great 
fury  upon  Powys,  and  invefted  the  caftle  of  Mathraval,  lately 
fortified  by  Robert  Vepont ;  but  the  ftrength  of  that  fortrefi^ 
ddaying,  fomc  time,  his  operations,  gave  John  an  opportunity 
of  coming  to  its  relief.  On  his  approach  the  confederates  retired. 
Having  cauied  this  fortrefs  to  be  demolifhed,  king  John  re^- 
turned  into  England,  more  important  objefls,  iii  his  own  do- 
minions, demanding  his  attention.  Llewelyn,  on  the  king'» 
departure,  again  rendered  the  marches  a  fcene  of  defolation.^ 


335 


As  foon  as  John  heard  of  thefe  incurfions,.  of  the  ravages 
which  Llewelyn  had  made,  and  of  the  cruelties  he  had  cxercifed 
on  his  priibners,  he  advanced  to  Nottingham,  with  a  great  army 
cf  infantry  and  horfe^  in  the  full  refolution  of  chaftifing  the 
rcvolters,  by  exterminating  the  inhabitants  of  the  countiy.  So 
Solent  was  his  anger,  that  the  moment  he  arrived  at  that  town, 
ke  commanded  the  hoftages,  twenty-eight  in  number,  to  be 
inftantly  hanged  i  and  he  refufed  to  take  any  refreshment  until  yti*  of 
the  execution  was  over.*  The  moft  cruel  of  the  Roman  tyrants^ 
thofe  fcourges  of  the  human  race,  had  furely,  at  this  inftant, 
infufed  his  infernal  fpirit  into  the  foul  of  the  Englifh  monarch. 

»  Wellh  Chioxi.  p.  166.        *  Matth.  Paris,  p.  194.        ^  Wcllh  Chron.  p.  267- 

4  Matth.. Pari8|  p.  194^ 
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Thcfe  innocent  viftims/  delivered  up  to  John  at  th^  late  peace, 
were  all  of  them  very  young,  and  allied  to  the  moft  diftinguiftied 
families  in  Wales.*  This  tragedy  being  finiflied,  while  he  was 
yet  at  table,  meditating  vengeance  on  the  Welfh,  he  received 
two  letters  ;  one  of  which  was  from  the  king  of  Scotland, .  and 
the  other  was  from  his  daughter,'  the  wife  of  prince  Llewelyn* 
Thefe  letters,  though  proceeding  from  different  quarters,  con- 
veyed to  him  the  fame  alarming  intelligence,  that  a  dangerous 
confpiracy  was  forming  againft  his  life.  This  information 
threw  the  Englifli  monarch  into  the  deepeft  difmay;  he  fliut 
himfelf  up  in  the  caftlc  of  Nottingham,  where  he  continued 
a  fortnight  in  a  fullen  and  gloomy  iblitude ;  fcarcely  any  perfon 
whatever  being  admitted  into  his  prefence.  Having  made  no 
farther  difcovery  in  the  affair,  time  at  length  difperled  his  fears  \ 
and  perfifling  in  the  defign  of  fubduing  the  Welfh,  be  advanced 
to  Chefter.  He  once  more  received  in  that  city,  from  the 
princefs  his  daughter,  intimations  of  the  fame  dangerous  im« 
port ;  that  if  he  advanced  any  farther,  his  ruin  was  inevitable  % 
as  he  would  certainly  be  either  murdered  by  the  nobility  ir^ 
his  own  army,  or  be  betrayed  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy; 
The  king's  firmnefs,  and  his  defire  of  revenge,  gave  way  to 
thefe  repeated  alarms  \  fear  and  diflruft  took  pofleflion  of  bis 
mind }  and  hearing,  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  Pope  had  dif-* 

* 

*  At  the  fame  time  Robert  Vepont  hanged  Rhys  the  fon  of  Maelgwyo,  a  chil4 
not  feven  yean  old,  at  Shrewlbury.    Welfh  Chron.  p.  267* 

•  Annales  Margan,  p.  15.    Holinfhead,  p.  176.    Welfli  Chron.  p.  267, 

'  Wellh  Chrom  p.  267. 
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folved  the  allegiance  of  his  fubjedts^  he  difmiiied  his  army  on  a 
fudden,  and  returned  to  London  ' 


The  animofity  which  is  natural  to  men,  who  had  juft  broken 
afunder  their  fetters,  and  who  were  eager  to  recover  thdr  liberty, 
was  heightened  ftiU  more  by  the  fpirit  of  enthufiafm.    The 
Welfh  had  not  only  been  releafed  from  the  oaths  which  they  had 
taken  to  John,  but  the  Pope  had  likewife  denounced  his  bittereft 
curfes,  if  they  did  not,  under  the  banners  of  the  church,  rife  up 
to  fulminate  its  vengeance  ^  by  attempting  the  utter  deftru6ti<m 
of  a  prince  who  had  prefumed  to  contemn  his  authority.    In- 
fluenced by  thefe  powerful  motives,  the  inhabitants  of  the  inland 
country,  which  at  the  late  peace  had  been  ceded  to  John,  ac^ 
knowledged  the  fovereignty  of  Llewelyn/  He  foon  after  obtained 
pofieffion  of  the  caftles  of  Diganwy  and  Rhuddlan ;  places  of 
great  importance  on  the  frontier  of  his  kingdom.^    Thus  were     a.  d, 
the  Englifh,  by  a  fudden  turn  in  afiairs,  entirely  driven  out  of 
North  Wales.*    The  diflenfions,  at  this  time,  prevaiHng  in  Eng- 
land, favoured  the  generous  defigns  of  Llewelyn.  But  that  prince, 
inilead  of  checking  the  current  of  his  fortunes,  took  advantage 
of  the  tide  which  was  flowing  in  his  favour-,  and  preffing  forwards 
with  an  eager  fpirit  after  glory,  extended  the  circle  of  his  con- 
quefts,  and  added  frefli  reputation  to  his  arms. 


■  Matth.  Paris,  p.  194.    Brady's  Hift.  England,  p.  48^    Annales  Waverleienfis, 
f.  173*    Thomas  Wykes,  p.  37.    Holinfhead,  p.  176. 

*  Annales  Wayerletenfis,  p.  174*    Welfh  Chron.  p.  268,  270.  •    s  Ibid. 

^  Annales  Margan,  p.  I5« 
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The  barons  of  England,  having  renounced  their  allegiance  ta 

king  John,  on  his  refufal  to  confirm  their  conftitutional  rights, 

entered  into  a  confederacy  with  Llewelyn  prince  of  Wales.'     It 

feems,  as  if  this  alliance  had  given  great  alarm  to  the  Englifh 

A.  D.    monarch,  as  he  fent  an  order  to  Llewelyn  to  meet  his  com- 

i^th^of   miffioners  at  Griffin's  Crofs  j  that  the  Welfli  prince  might  confer 

^'     with  them  on  matters  of  importance,  which  related  to  his  honour 

■ 

and  his  interefts.*  With  a  verfatility  of  conduct,  which  infultcd 
the  common  fcnfe  of  mankind,  the  Pope,  at  this  time,  excom- 
municated Llewelyn  and  all  his  adherents ;  for  having  made  war 
upon  a  prince,^  recently  the  objeft  of  his  vengeance,  but  who 
of  late  had  been  admitted  into  the  bofom  of  the  church ;  a  privi- 
kge  he  had  meanly  purchafed  by  conceilions,  d^rading  to  the 
dignity  of  princes,  as  well  as  injurious  to  the  rights  of  fads 
people,  and  the  imperial  crown  of  his  anceftors.  In  defiance  of 
this  anathema,  Llewelyn  made  an  incurfion  into  Powys,  and,^ 
with  much  eafe,  gained  pofleflion  of  the  town  and  caftle  of 
Shrewfbuay  5  no  longer  intimidated  by  cenfures  fo  fcandaloufly 
proftituted,  nor  by  oaths  of  allegiance  from  which  he  had  been 
lately  abfolved, 

A.  D.        ^^  ^^^  return  into  his  own  dominions,    and  in  order  ta 
"*^*    ftrengthen  the  intereft  of  his  family  by  a  powerful  alliance^ 
Llewelyn  gave  his  daughter  in  marriage  to  Reginald  de  Bruce» 
an  Englifli  lord  of  great  eminence,  in  South  Wales.* 

'  Wclfh  Ghron.  p,  270*    Axmales  Waverlcifenfis,  p,  iSt. 
*  Rymer,  p.  i96»  *  Annales  Waverlcienfis,  p.  182.  Welfh  Chron-  p.  iji^ 

*  Welih  Chroiu  p.  »73* 
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SiNKJN<i  under  the  cenfures  of  thtf  Churchy  Giles  de  Bntcc^ 
an  Englifh  baron,  deferted  die  confederacy,  and  made  his  peace 
wkh  the  Englifh  king.  Llewelyn,  firm  to  his  engagements,  and 
a£tive  in  fupport  of  the  common  caufe,  inftead  of  (hrinking  from 
the  danger,  inveftcd  with  a  conliderable  force  the  caftte  of  Caer- 
marthen ;  which,  after  a  refiftance  of  five  days,  he  made  himfelf 
mafter  of,  and  levelled  with  the  ground.  The  fame  fate  attended 
the  fortrefies  of  LlanAephan,  St.  Clair,  and  Talacham.  To  keep 
alive  the  fpirit  of  his  troops,  he  marched  into  the  diftrift  of 
Caerdigan,  and  gained  the  cafUes  of  Emlyn,  Cemaes,  and  New- 
port s  then  clofing  the  campaign  by  the  redudion  of  the  caftlea 
of  Cacrdigan  and  Cilgerran,  he  returned  into  his  own  dominions. 
In  this  expedition,  he  was  attended  by  all  the  confederate  chief- 
tains, whofe  attachment  to  his  interefls  he  had  hitherto  fecured, 
by  the  vigour  and  wifdom  of  his  conduct/ 

Xhe  late  fortunate  campaign  having  given  to  the  Welfh  prince 
a  great  part  of  South  Wales,  he  came  again  into  that  country 
as  the  lord  paramount  $  to  arbitrate  ibme  difputes  which  had 
arifen  in  the  family  of  the  late  Rhys  ap  Gryffydh.  Having  ad-  a.  d. 
jufted  the  feveral  claims  by  a  divifion  of  the  country  in  difputc, 
as  he  was  returning  into  his  own  dominions,  he  received  intelli- 
gence that  Gwenwynwyn,  the  lord  of  the  higher  Powys,  had  re- 
nounced his  allegiance,  and  was  again  become  a  vailal  to  the 
Englifh  king.  This  information  gave  Llewelyn  the  grcateft  un- 
cafinefs  -,  he  faw  the  evil  that  would  arife,  if  a' chieftain  of  fuch 

«  Wclfc  Chron.  p.  173.    Hift.  Gwcdir  Family,  p.  26. 
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influence  and  power,  fhould,  at  a  jun6):ure  like  this,  defert  the 
confederacy  5  when  fortune  had  hitherto  fo  happily  favoured  tho 
united  exertion  ,of  their  arms.  Defirous,  by  the  mildeil  means^ 
of  drawing  him  back  to  a  fenfe  of  his  honour  and  duty,  Lle- 
welyn fent  to  him  ieveral  bifhops  and  abbots  to  remonftrate  on 
the  nature  of  his  conduct.  The  prelates  pointed  to  the  oaths  he 
had  violated,  (hewed  him  the  very  deed  fubfcribed  by  himfelf, 
and  which  he  had  given  as  a  pledge  of  his  fidelity  5  the  clemency 
alfo  of  the  prince  he  had  offended,  and  the  danger  of  expofing 
to  the  refentment  of  Llewelyn  the  hoftages  which  were  left  in 
his  hands.  Thefe  confiderations  were  urged  in  vain.  Gwcn- 
wynwyn  was  obftinate,  and  would  liften  to  no  terms  of  recon- 
jciliation.  That  his  juftice,  then,  might  punifh  the  delinquency 
*  of  a  vaf&l,  whom  his  mildnefs  had  not  been  able  to  reclaim, 
Llewelyn  inftantly  invaded  Powys,  laid  wafte  with  fire  and  fword 
the  territories  of  that  chieftain,  and  obliged  him  to  fly  for  pro* 
te£tion  into  the  dominions  of  the  earl  of  Chefter,' 


The  confederacy,  of  late,  had  received  a  fan6^ion  and  a 
ilrength,  by  the  acceffion  to  their  party  of  Lewis  the  Dauphin 
of  France.  Defpair,  and  the  dread  of  a  tyrant,  had  fuggefted 
the  wretched  alternative,  and  had  hurried  on  the  dangerous  ex« 
pedient.  Unable  to  refift  the  malecontent  barons,  increafing 
both  in  power  and  importance,  the  Englifh  king  retreated  to 
Hereford ;  arid  from  thence,  fent  to  folidt  the  aid  and  prote(ftion 
of  Reginald  de  Bruce,  and  of  his  fon  in  law  the  prince  of  Wales* 
Neither  ties  of  affinity,  nor  the  emotions  of  pity,  had,  however, 

*  Wclfti  Chrou,  p.  374* 

any 
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any  influence  on  the  conduct  of  Llewelyn.  On  juft  prin/ciples 
of  policy,  hd  rejected  the  folidtations  of  the  unfortunate  monarch. 
Experience,  and  the  ftrength  of  his  mind  would  inform  him,  that 
no  confidence  ought  to  be  placed  in  a  prince  fo  weak  and  ca- 
pricious }  that  the  afcendency  which  his  arms  had  lately  ob- 
tained over  England,  was  principally  owing  to  the  diftradted  ftate 
of  that  Idngdom  ;  and  that  it  was  his  duty,  as  the  guardian  of 
tlie  public  weal,  to  foment  its  diflenfions ;  the  liberties  and  even 
the  fafety  of  his  own  countiy  depending  upon  the  weaknefs,  or 
inteftine  divifions  of  the  Englifh. 

Resenting  this  conduct  in  the  Welfli  prince,  John  demoliihed 
the  calUes  of  Radnor  and  Hay  5  after  which,  proceeding  farther 
into  the  marches,  he  fet  fire  to  the  town  of  Ofweftry/  But,,  in 
a  little  time  after,  difgrace  and  misfortunes  flill  purfuing  his 
conduA ;  a  viftim  to  fatigue,  to  ficknefs  and  a  broken  fpirit, 
this  weak  and  miferable  prince  ended  his  days.  His  fon,  Henry  a.  d 
the  third,  yet  an  infant,  fucceeded  to  the  crown  of  England. 

On  his  acceffion  to  the  throne,  Reginald  de  Bruce,  who  had 
lately  married  Llewelyn's  daughter,  returned  to  the  allegiance 
which  he  owed  to  the  Englifh  monarch ;  deierting  in  a  moment 
of  caprice  the  folemn  engagements  which  he  had  made  to  the 
prince  of  Wales.  It  ieems  in  thefe  miferable  ages,  as  if  oaths, 
and  the  other  facred  ties  of  fociety,  had  loft  all  their  power  of 
binding  the  confcience. 

f  WcUh  Chron,  p.  ^75. 
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Resenting  the  dcfeftion  of  fuch  a  powerful  baron^  fo  cldely 
ynited  to  his  family,  Llewelyn  made  an  incurfion  into  the  terri- 
tory belonging  to  Bruce  5  and  invefted  Brecknock*  its  principal 
town.  But  the  inhabitants,  imploring  his  merCy,  he  confented 
,  to  raife  the  fiege,  on  condition  of  receiving  five  hoftage^,  and  one 
hundred  marks.  Purfuing  his  march  towards  Gwyr,  and,  paffing 
over  the  black  mountains  in  Glamorgan,  he  had  the  misfortune 
to  lofe  many  of  his  carriages.  While  his  army  lay  encamped  at 
Llangruc,  Reginald  de  Bruce  came,  attended  by  fix  knights,  to 
implore  the  clemency  of  his  father  s  a  favour  which  he  eafily  ob- 
tained ;  being  not  only  received  in  the  mildeft  manner^  but  hav- 
ing alfo  a  fortrefs  delivered  up  to  him,  as  an  additional  proof  of 
that  prince's  confidence.  Having  regulated  the  affeirs  of  that 
province,  Llewelyn  continued  his  route  into  Pembroke  j  and  at 
Cevn  Cynwarchan,  he  received  propofals  of  peace  from  the 
Flemings  who  were  fettled  in  the  country.  He,  ^t  firft,  refufed 
to  liften  to  any  terms  of  accommodation  ;  and  part  of  his  army 
having  paffed  the  river  Cledheu  in  order  to  attack  the  Flemings, 
the  bifhop  of  St.  David,  attended  by  hus  clergy,  repaired  to  the 
prince  of  Wales  -,  in  hopes  that  his  own  folicitations,  and  the  in- 
fluence of  religion,  might  foften  his  refcntment.  The  intercefllon 
of  the  bifhop,  at  length,  prevailed  j  and  a  peace  was  concluded, 
on  the  conditions,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Rhos  and  Pembroke 
fhould  be  fubjeft  to  the  prince  of  North  Wales ;  and,  as  their 
liege  lord,  (hould  hold  of  him  their  eftates,  under  the  duties  of 
homage  and  fealty;  that  they  fhould  pay  him  one  thoufand 
marks  towards  defraying  the  charges  of  the  war,  and  fhould  like- 

9 
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wife  deliver  up  twenty  hoftages^  of  the  firft  note  in  their  country,^ 
as  a  pledge  of  their  future  fidelity. '  By  the  a£livity  of  his  fpirit 
mid  the  vigour  of  his  condu6l,  Llewelyn  had  made  himfelf  almoft 
the  entire  mafter  of  Wales.  And,  as  neither  ferocity  nor  injufticc 
had  directed  his  arms,  he  returned  from  the  l^te  campaigns, 
encircled  with  more  folid  glory  than  could  be  derived  from  con^ 
quefts,  which  are  only  illuftrious  from  the  wide  fweep  their 
ravages  hav6  taken. 

The  ardour  bad  fubfided,  with  which  the  Englifh  barons  had 
jit  firft  engaged  in  the  caufe  of  Lewis  the  Dauphin  of  France. 
The  duplicity  of  his  charafter,  and  the  infolency  of  his  fpirit, 
had  rendered  him  the  obje£t  of  diftruft  and  of  hatred.  The 
great  talents  of  the  earl  of  Pembroke  feifed  the  fortunate  mo^ 
rntnt.  Guided  by  ientiments  of  the  pureft  patriotifm,  he  drew 
back  to  their  allegiance  the  revolted  barons ;  and  fettled  the 
diftraAed  ftate  of  the  kingdom  on  principles  the  moft  humane, 
liberal,  and  wife.  In  this  treaty,  equally  with  the  king  of  Scot- 
land, Llewelyn  was  included ;  on  condition  that  he  (hould  re- 
ilore  all  the  places  which  he  liad  feifed  during  the  war/ 

It  is  probable,  on  this  occafion,  that  the  prince  of  Wales 
received  a  fummons  to  repair  with  the  chief  of  his  nobility  to 
Hereford;  as  an  order  was  fent  to  Hugh  Mortimer,  that  pro-» 
Tided  Llewelyn  came  to  that  city,  and  was  ahfolved  from  the 
lentence  of  excommunication,  he  ihould  efcort  him  to  Northamp* 

J  WcUh  Chron.  p.  xj9.  *  Rymcr^i  Foedeja^  vol.  I.  p^ajjr* 

> 

ton  J 


344  LLEWELYN  AP  JORWERTH-        Book  VIL 

ton ;  where  he  and  his  attendants  were  to  do  homage  to  the 
king/  It  does  not  appear  that  Llewelyn  paid  any  regard  to  this 
fummons ;  as  at  this  time,  the  earl  of  Pembroke,  by  force  of 
arms,  took  poiiieffion  of  the  city  of  Caer  Lleon  i*  and  in  the 
A.  D.  following  year,  the  Welfti  prince  received  a  fimilar  order  to  ap- 
istof     pear  before  the  king  at  Gloucefter,  there  to  perform  his  homage, 

!Hfiii  III 

'  in  prefence  of  the  council  and  of  the  Pope's  legate.  To  this 
fummons  Llewelyn  thought  proper  to  pay  obedience.  Being 
abfolved  by  the  legate,  he  ratified  by  oath  the  conditions  of  the 
treaty  j  promiiing  to  reftore,  with  their  refpciStive  territories,  the 
caftles  of  Caermarthen  and  Caerdigan ;  as  well  as  all  other  lands 
and  fortrefles  which  had  been  taken  during  the  war  from  Henry's 
vaflals  in  South  Wales.  Under  the  like  folemn  engagements,  he 
promifed,  1^  every  means  in  his  power,  that  all  the  nobility 
in  Wales  fhould  do  homage  to  Henry,  as  to  their  liege  lord  j 
that  none  of  his  enemies  (hould  be  allowed  proteftion  in  Wales; 
and  that,  whatever  injuries  the  king  might  receive,  he  would 
revenge  them  as  if  they  had  been  done  to  himfelf  J 

In  fo  profperous  a  ftate  of  his  affairs,  we  are  at  a  lofs  to  ac- 
count for  a  change,  fo  fudden,  in  the  condufl:  of  Llewelyn.  The 
wifdom  and  vigour  of  Pembroke's  adminiftration,  or  the  dread 
of  fpiritual  anathemas,  afting  upon  his  own  fuperftition,  or  on 
that  of  his  people,  might  have  fhaken,  at  length,  the  firmnefs 
of  his  mind.  If  we  confider  his  condu6^,  as  only  derogating  from 
the  dignity  of  an  independent  fovereign,  the  idea  of  difhonour  is 

■  Rjm^r's  Fcedera,  vol.  I.  p.  22$.  *  Wclih  Chron.  p.  17a* 

I  Rymer,  rol.  I.  p«22S» 
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loft  in  the  nature  and  habits  of  a  feudal  government.  Even  the 
king  of  Scotland,  the  year  before,  had  performed  the  fame  duty 
at  Northampton.  But  the  homage  which  was  paid  by  that 
prince,  was  due  by  mutual  agreement,  for  the  fiefs  he  pofiefled 
in  England ;  whereas  the  duties  impofed  upon  Llewelyn,  had 
been  extorted,  at  various  times,  without  any  equivalent.  .  As  it 
is  opinion  alone  that  gives  dignity  to  princes  and  energy  to 
government,  thefe  claims  of  the  Englifti,  affuming  a  royal  jurif- 
di£lion  over  Wales,  and  rifing  every  day  into  precedent,  were 
highly  dangerous  to  its  freedom,  and  were  eventually  the  means 
of  fapping  the  foundation  of  its  power.  A  tacit  acquieicence  in 
claims  fucceflively  made,  in  length  of  time  conftitutes  a  rights 
The  habit  of  feeing  the  Welfh  princes,  paffing  as  vaf&ls  through 
England,  at  the  will  of  an  arbitrary  lord,  would  naturally  pro- 
duce, in  the  minds  of  the  Englifh,  contemptuous  ideas  of  an 
enemy,  whom  hitherto  they  had  only  heard  of  at  a  diftance,  or 
had  feen  fpreadin^  terror  and  conflagration  through  the  frontiers 
of  their  country.  The  Welfli,  too,  muft  lofe  much  of  that 
veneration  which  they  themfelves  had  beea  accuftomed  to  feel 
for  their  princes ;  when,  inftead  of  feeing  them  at  the  head  of 
armies,  afferting  the  public  freedom,  they  faw  them,  on  every 
call  which  pride  or  policy  fuggefted,  deierting  the  dignity  T>f 
their  ftations;  and  like  obiequious  vaflals,  falling  at  the  feet 
of  a  faftidious  monarch,  the  hereditary  foe  of  their  nation. 
In  the  habit  of  confidering  their  country  as  a  fief  of  the  crown 
of  JEngland,  a  fond  attachment  to  its  interefts,  a  fenfe  of  na- 
tional  glory,  and  all  manly  ideas  of  patriotifm,  would  lofe  their 
energy  and  force,  and  would  fink   at  length  into  a  cold  in- 

Y  y  difference 
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difference  to  its  fate.  Having  neither  empire  nor  freedom  to 
contend  for,  their  valour  and  their  mountains  would  be  equally 
ufelefs,  and  no  longer  fed  from  its  parent  fource^  their  native 
^irit,  eager  for  liberty,  and  impatient  of  controul,  would  na* 
turally  fubfidc  into  a  tame  and  hereditary  fubmiflion. 

In  confequence  of  thcfe  important  conceffions,  the  king  lent 
to  acquaint  Llewelyn,  that  feveral  of  the  Welfh  nobility  had 
pad  their  homage ;  and  enjoined  him  to  give  them  poflcffion  of 
their  eftates  j  he  likewife  required  that  the  remaining  chieftains 
fhould  be  fent  to  perform  their  ftipulated  duties.'  Agreeably 
4.  D.  to  this  injunftion,  Llewelyn  fent  Rhys  ap  Gryffydh,  an  eminent 
2d  of      chieftain  in  South  Wales,  to  do  homage  to  Henry.    But,  with 

Henry  IIL  ^  •' 

an  incoDfiilency  of  condud,  accounted  for  only  by  the  levity  of 
the  times,  he  placed  new  levies  of  fbldiers  in  the  caftles  of  Caer- 
xnarthen  and  Caerdigan,  inftead  of  delivering  them  up  in  con- 
formity to  his  late  engagements.*  With  a  view  of  extending 
his  interefi  ftill  farther  among  the  Englifh  nobility,  Llewelyn 
gave  one  of  his  daughters  in  marriage  to  John  de  Bruce,  a 
powerful  baron.'  And  fi>me  time  after,  he  likewife  married 
another  of  his  daughters  to  a  Scots  lord,  who  was  nephew  and 
heir  to  the  earl  of  Chefter.^ 

A.  D.  The  Flemings  haying  feifed  by  force  on  rfie  caftle  of  Caer- 
digan,  Llewelyn  marched  into  that  country;  and  regaining, 
poflefiion  of  it,  he  razed  the  fortrefs,  and  put  the  garrifon  to 

«  Rymcr's  Fadera,  p.  227.  *  Welfh  Chron.  p.  479. 

*  Welih  Chroa.  p.  ^79.  *  Holinfhead,  p.  zo^. 
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the  fword.    Advancing  into  the  territory  of  Gwys  m  Pembroke,   A.  D. 
and,   likewife,  deftroying  that  caille,   he  iet  fire  to  the  town; 
then,  penetrating  farther,   he  continued  his  ravages  into  the 
country  adjoining  to  Milford  Haven ;'  and  as  far  as  the  caftlc 
of  Ha verford  weft .  * 

In  confequence  of  this  inroad,  Henry  difpatched  a  letter  to 
Llewelyn,  complaining  of  the  late  violation  of  the  peace,  of 
his  negleft  to  appear  at  Oxford,  and  afterwards  in  London, 
agreeably  to  the  different  fummonfes  which  he  had  received ; 
enjoining  him,  at  the  fame  time,  to  repair  to  Worcefter  on  a  cer- 
tain day,  to  anfwer  the  charges  which  might  be  brought  againft 
him.^  The  prince  of  Wales  did  not  pay  obedience  to  this  fum- 
mons.  Inftead  of  obeying  the  mandate,  he  laid  fiege  to  the 
caftle  of  Buellt,  the  property  of  Reginald  de  Bruce  j  who  fending 
to  the  king  intelligence  of  his  danger,  that  prince  came  to  his 
relief/  Llewelyn,  feeing  his  fcnrces  iiiferioi'  to  the  Englifh, 
railed  the  fiege.  The  king,  then,  on  his  return  towards  the  A.  D. 
marches,  rebuilt  the  caftle  of  Montgomery,  in  a  filuation  which    cth  erf 

Henry  III» 

he  thought  impregnable  ^  and  as  a  check  to  the  incurfions  of  the 
Welfli/ 

Amidst  the  anxieties  which  attended  Llewelyn  in  his  publie 
fituation,  his  private  peace  was  embittered  by  the  turbulent 
fpirit  of  his  eldeft  fon  Gryffydh»    That  young  prince  had  feiftd 

V  The  cantrevs  of  Rlios  and  Dauglcdheu,  or  two  fwords*       *  Welfli  Chron.  p.  2yg% 
I  Rymer*s  Fadcra,  p.  249.  4  Rymcr,  p.i6i.  WeUh  Chron.  p.  280. 

5  Matth.  Paris,  p.  «62.  * 

Yy  2  on 


3+8  LLEWELYN  AP  JORWERTH.        Book  VIL 

A-  D-  oh  the  Cantrev  of  Meirionydh ;  and  affcfted  to  hold  it  indepen- 
dently of  his  father's  authority.  Not  of  a  temper  tamely  to  bear 
fuch  an.  infult,  the  prince  of  Wales  commanded  his  fon  to 
appear  before  him.  GryfFydh  refufed  to  obey  his  commands. 
Refenting  this  undutiful  demeanour,  Llewelyn  fwore  that  he 
would  take  ample  vengeance  on  his  fon,  and  on  all  his  adherents, 
for  the  difhonour  which  they  had  thrown  upon  his  charadler 
as  a  fovereign  and  a  father  s  and  with  this  defign,  he  marched  a 
confiderable  force  into  Meirionydh.  Gryffydh,  determining  to 
abide  the  iffue  of  arms>  raifcd  his  followers,  and  met  Llewelyn  in 
the  field.  But  during  the  adlion  which  enfued,  an  accommoda- 
tion took  place ;  and  the  fon,  yielding  himfelf  up  to  the  mercy 
of  his  father,  and  imploring  his  forgivenefs,  was  reGeivod  into 
favour.  But  though  Llewelyn,  amidfl:  the  conflict  of  arms, 
indulging  the  tender  feelings  of  a  parent,  had  thought  proper 
to  pardon  his  fon,  he  did  not  entirely  forget  the  offence j  but 
with  a  jufl:  feverity,  deprived  him  of  that  diftriiSl,  which  had 
bf  en  the  caufe  of  fo  flagrant  a  failure  in  his  duty  J 

Under  the  influence,  of  chagrin,  refpefting  a  divifion  of  pro- 
perty^  Rhys,  the  fon  of  the  late  Gryffydh  ap  Rhys,  joined  the 
party  of  the  earl  of  Pembroke ;  who,  at  this  time,  was  in  arms 
againft  the  Welfti.  Ta  punifli  the  defeftion  of  his  vaffal,^ 
though  he  had  been  lately  fent  to  do  homage  in  the  court  of 
England,  Llewelyn  took  poffeflion  of  the  caflle  of  Aberyftwyth 
and  all  its  dependencies.  The  Welfh  chieftain,  upon  this,  re- 
paired to  Henry,  to  complain  of  the  injury,  "and  to  Iblick  hi^ 

•  WcUh  Chrt)©,  p.  280.  *  Ibid,  p.  281,  282. 
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proteftion.  The  Englifti  king  commanded  Llewelyn  to  appear 
before  him  at  Shrewfbury  5  and  that  prince  obeying  his  order, 
the  difputc  was  amicably  fettled/ 

In  the  abfence  of  the  earl  of  Petnbrdce,  at  this  time  m 
Ireland,  the  prince  of  Wales  laid  wafte  his  territories,  and  took 
two  of  his  caftles  j  and  then,  with  a  favage  fpirit,  cutting  off  the 
heads  of  the  foldiers  he  had  found  in  thefe  fortrefles,  and  placing 
garrifons  in  them  out  of  his  own  army,  he  made  good  his  re- 
treat.* In  order  to  chaftife  Llewelyn  for  this  cruel  tranfadion, 
Heniy  came  with  an  army  into  the  mai'ches;  but,  without 
performing  any  military  exploit,  he  foon  returned  into  England  5 
the  earl  of  Chefter  having  interceded  in  behalf  of  the  Welfh 
prince,  and  having  engaged  for  him  that  he  fliould,  by  a  certaia 
day,  make. full  reftitution  for  the  injuries  he  had  committed • 
But,  Llewelyn  feeing  the  danger  had  pafled  over,  was  not  very 
attentive  to  fulfil  the  engagements 

The  earl  of  Pembroke,  hearing  of  the  ravages  committed  on 
his  territories,  landed  with  a  ftrong  body  of  forces  at  the  city 
of  St.  David;  and  having  recovered  the  caftles  of  Caermarthen 
and  Caerdigan,  he  retaliated  on  the  Welfh  garrifons  the  like  cruel 
treatment    which   his  own  ibldiers   had   lately  received  from 

»  WclOi  Chron.  p.  281,  282. 
*  Chr.  Tho».  Wykcs,  p.  41.     Chronica  Waltcri  Hemingford,    p.  564.     Mattlu 
Weftm.  p.  86.  Matth.  Paris,  p.  267. 

3  Chronica  Waltcri  Hemingford,  p.  564. 
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Llewelyn/  To  preferve  his  dominions  in  South  Wales,  which 
his  enemies  were  deftroying  with  terrible  devaftations,  the  Welfti 
prince  fent  his  eldeft  fon  GryfFydh  with  an  army  of  nine  thoufand 
men.  Having  advanced  to  Cydweli,  intimations  were  given  to 
the  young  prince,  that  the  inhabitants  intended  to  betray  him 
to  the  enemy  j  upon  which,  in  refentment  of  their  perfidy,  he 
laid  the  town  and  all  the  churches  in  afhes.?  The  earl  of  Pem- 
broke then  pafled  the  Towi  at  Caermarthen,  and  an  a6Vion  im- 
mediately  enfued.  It  was  fought  with  great  valour  and  with 
doubtful  fuccefs ;  but  in  the  evening  each  party  retired  from  the 
field  of  battle,  the  river  forming  a  line  between  the  two  armies. 
In  this  fituation,  they  lay  feveral  days  oppofite  to  each  other; 
at  length  the  Welfli  prince,  in  want  of  provifions^  was  obliged 
to  break  up  his  camp,  and  to  return  into  North  Wales.' 

The  carl  of  Pembroke  proceeding  to  Cilgerran,  began  to 
ereft  a  fortrefs ;  but  receiving  an  order  from  Henry  to  come 
up  direftly  to  court,  he  left  the  work  to  be  completed  by  his 
foldiers.*  At  the  fame  time  a  fummons  was  font  to  Llewelyn, 
that  he  (hould  appear  before  the  king  at  Shrewfbury,  attended  by 
his  wife,  his  fon  GryfFydh,  and  the  chief  of  his  nobility;  the 
Englifli  prince  expefting  that  by  the  force  of  his  authority 
alone  he  fhould^  be  able  to  terminate  the  difpute/  A  truce 
however  was  only  obtained ;  and  each  party,  intending  to  renew 

■*  Welfh  Chron.  p.  282.    Matth.  Paris  fays,  that  the  earl  marflial,   in  the  courfe 
o£  this  campaign,  ikw  and  took  prifoners  nine  thoufand  men.    P.  267, 
■^  Wclfli  Chron.  p.  282.         1  Wclfli  Chron.  p.  282.        4  Welih  Cbron.  p,  282. 

5  Rymer's  Toedera,  toI.  I.  p.  287. 
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hbftilities,  returned  to  their  refpeftive  territories.  The  defign  of 
the  earl  of  Pembroke^  who  had  been  joined  by  the  forces  of 
other  Englifli  lords^  of  marching  into  Pembroke,  was  defeated  A.  D. 
by  tlic  rapid  movements  of  Llewelyn ;  who  difpatched  his  foa 
Gryffydh  to  take  poffeffion  of  the  pafs  at  Carnwyllion ;  whilft 
he  himfelf  took  poft  at  Mabedryd*  The  openings  into  the 
country  being  thus  obftrufted,  the  earl  of  Pembroke  retired  into 
England,  and  the  prince  of  Waks  into  his  own  dominions.'  The 
archbiihop  of  York^  on  this  occafion>  excommunicated  Llewelyn  ^ 
and  his  dominions  were  laid  under  an  interdid:>  until  he  had 
made  latisfaftion  to  king  Henry ;  which  if  not  performed  within 
fix  months>  his  fubjefts  were  then  to  be  abfolved  from  their 
oaths  of  allegiance/ 

Few  incidents  worthy  of  notice  occur^  £ov  fbme  years,  in  the 

hiftoiy  of  thefe  times.     A  trivial  circumftance  produced  an  event    a.  n. 

1*228' 
of  fome  national  importance.     The  foldiers  belonging  to  tlie  12th  of 

W*»nrir  TFT 

caftle  of  Montgomery,  affifted  by  the  natives  of  the  country, 
attempted  to  open  a  road  through  an  adjoining  foreft;  a  deep 
and  extenfivc  cover  of  fifteen  miles  in  length,  which  had  long 
a£forded  to  the  Welih  a  fecure  retreat  ^  and  who  ifTubg  from 
thence,  frequently  pillaged  and  murdered  the  pafflbngers*^  While 
the  workmen  were  thus  employed  in  cutting  down  the  woods» 
they  were  fuddenly  attacked  by  a  body  of  the  Welfh;  who,, 
with  great  flaughter,  obliged  them  to  fly  into  the  caftle  y  which 
tiiey  invefbd,  and  laid  fiege  to  in  a  regular  manner.    In  this^ 

"'  WcHk  Chron*  p.  283^  ^  Rymer^  toI.  L  p.  z9u 
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extremity,  the  garrifon  fent  into  England  for  afliftancej  and 
Henry,  attended  by  Hubert  de  Burgh,  on  whom  the  caftle  of 
Montgomery  had  been  lately  conferred,  came  to  its  relief  with 
all  poffible  difpatch.  On  the  approach  of  the  Englifti  king 
the  Welfh  raifed  the  liege/  Having  received  a  reinforcement, 
Henry  ventured  to  penetrate  the  receflcs  of  the  foreft.  With 
infinite  difficulty  he  opened  a  paflage  for  his  army,  by  fetting 
fire  to  the  woods;  and  at  length  arrived  at  a  folitary  place 
called  Cridia,  of  the  Carmelite  order,  an  abbey  belonging  to  the 
white  friars.  Having  been  informed  that  this  religious  houfe 
had  been  ufed  by  the  Welfti  as  a  place  of  retreat,  he  laid  it  in 
afhesj  and  its  fituation  being  judged  impregnable,  Hubert  de 
Burgh,  with  the  king's  confeiit,  laid  the  foundation  of  a 
caftle/ 

In  the  middle  'of  a  deep  foreft,  in  an  enemy's  countiy,  and 
furrounded  by  their  flying  parties,  the  fituation  of  the  Engljfti 
monarch  was  exceedingly  perilous.  Three  months  did  Henry 
employ  his  whole  army,  and  expofe  it  to  various  dangers,  in 
attempting  to  build  an  infignificant  fortrefs.  In  the  courfe  of 
which  time,  the  Welfh,  watching  every  movement,  intercepted 
his  convoys,  and  frequently  cut  in  pieces  his  foraging  parties. 
William  de  Bruce,  whofe  ferocious  manners  we  have  often  re- 
cited, having  been  fent  into  the  country  in  fearch  of  provifions, 
was  taken  by  Llewelyn  and  thrown  into  prifon.  Provifions  at 
length  grew  exceedingly  fcarce.     To  heighten  his  diftrefs,  Henry, 

'  Matth.  Paris,  p.  29$.  ^  Mattb.  Paris,  p.  295* 

,  too, 
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too,  had  much  caufe  to  fear  that  treafbn  had  pervaded  his  camp ; 
as  ieveral  of  the  Englifh  lords  in  the  intereft  of  Llewelyn,  had 
lent  that  prince  intelligence  of  each  occurrence,  and  had  afiifted 
him,  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power,  in  obfi:ru£):ing  and  defeating 
the  enterpriie.  In  a  fituation  fo  critical,  the  pride  and  refblu- 
tion  of  Henry  gave  way  to  a  fcnfe  of  danger.  He  found  it 
expedient  to  give  over  his  deiign,  and  to  conclude  a  peace  with 
Llewelyn  5  on  the  condition,  of  levelling  with  the  ground  the 
caftle  he  had  lately  finiflied ;  in  the  building  of  which  he  had 
wafted  fo  much  time,  and  treafure,  as  well  as  the  blood  of  his 
fubjefts.  The  prince  of  Wales  on  his  part,  agreed  to  pay  Henry 
three  thoufand  marks,  towards  defraying  the  charges  of  the  war;' 
and  alfo  that  the  right  owner  of  this  territory  ihould  hold  it  as 
a  fief  of  the  crown  of  England.'  He  alfo  made  his  appearance, 
in  the  Englifh  camp,  to  pay  his  refpefts  to  king  Henry ;  but  in 
no  meafure  on  the  footing  of  a  fubordinate  prince  to  do  him 
homage.'  In  this  manner  ended  the  campaign,  inglorious,  it 
is  true,  to  the  Englifli  monarch,  yet  reflefting  little  luftre  on 
the  military  talents  of  Llewelyn ;  who  furely  might  have  ob- 
tained  better  terms  from  an  enemy,  furrounded  with  difficulties, 
and  entangled  like  a  lion  in  the  toils. 

To  inure  ftill  more  the  Wellh  to  ideas  of  vaflalage,  Henry 

fent  a  fafe  conduft  to  his  nephew  to  repair  to  his  court ;  where   A-  D. 
/  1229, 

David  the  fecond  fbn  of  Llewelyn  received  a  penfion  of  forty 

■  Matth.  Paris,  p.  295.  *  Matth.  of  Wcftminftcr,  p,  94.  Horinfliead,  p.iio. 

3  Wclfli  Chron.  p.  284. 
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pounds  a  year,  until  a  better  provifieit  couikl  be  glveti  him ; 
having  £rft  done  homage,  and  fworn  to  hold  his  l?ev<effioaary 
dignity  as  a  fief  under  the  crown  of  England/  The  little  rsdue 
of  the  bribe,  compared  with  the  objeft,  is  a  proof,  tteit  tt  this 
period,  fcarcely  an  idea  of  diflionour  was  annex:ed  to  vafl^age. 

Llewelyn  had  yet  another  blow  to  fuftain,  which  was  an 
injury  of  all  others  the  moft  poignant.  William  de  Bruoe,  taken 
prifoner  at  the  affeir  of  Montgomery,  on  paying  a  ranfom  *  of 
tht'ee  thoufand  marks,  had  been  releaied  from  his  captivity  the 
following  year.  He  foon  after,  by  furplrife,  fell  again  into  the 
fame  fituation;  and^  as  it  is  faid,  having  been  difcoveved  m 
carrying  6n  an  amour  with  the  Welfti  princcfs,  the  fitter  of 
A.  D.  Henry  and  the  wife  of  Llewelyn,  he  fufSsred  an  ignominious 
death  by  the  command  of  the  injured  hufband/  Whether  the 
crime  for  which  he  fufiered  was  real,  or  only  in^puted  to  him 
as  a  pretext  for  vengeance ;  his  fate,  however,  was  juftly  due  to 
the  tenor  of  a  life,  deeply  tinged  by  perfidy,  and  marked  by  the 
bloody  traces  of  a  fpirit  the  moft  cruel  and  ferocious* 

« 

.  To  account,  it  is  probable,  for  the  late  tranfaclion,  three  of  the 
Welfh  clergy  were  fent  by  Llewelyn,  under  a  iafe  conduft  inta 

»  Rymcr,  p.  311* 

*  Wclfh  Cliron.  recites,  that  he  offered  the  cantrev  of  Buellt^  bcfidcs  a  large  fuin 
of  money.    Page  284. 

*  Matth.  Weftm.  p.  97,  fays,  with  other  Englifti  writers,  that  he  was  put  to  death 
without  reafon,  Henry  de  Knyghton  de  Event #  Angl.  p.  2431.  Chron.  Waltcrl 
Hemingford,  p.  572.  Annalet  Waverleienfis,  p»  193,.  PoU  Virgil,,  p.  298.  Matth* 
Paris,  p.  307, 

9  England » 


BooKVa        LLEWELYN  AP  JORWERTH.  35^ 

Englaivl.  The  prince  of  Wales,  himfelf,  received  a  Tummons  to 
appear  before  the  king  at  Shrewsbury  s'  who  Teemed  to  refent 
the  murder  of  the  £ngli(h  lord^  or  the  ftrdce  of  juftice  which 
had  lately  taken  place.  Infiead  of  obeying  this  order,  Llewelyjoi 
led  an  army  into  the  marches ;  and,  flill  purfuing  his  revenge, 
laid  wafte  the  territory  lately  belonging  to  Bruce  s*  and  then,  with 
the  fame  fury  continuing  his  progrefs,  no  place  firarcely  upon 
the  £ngli(h  Borders  was  left  free  from  his  devaftations.' 

To  cheek  thefe  ravs^es,  Henry  came  with  great  celerity  into 
the  confines  of  Wales.  On  tiie  jcing'f  apprx>ach^  Llewelyn  retired 
to  the  mountains.  Finding  his  prefence  no  longer  neceffary,  the 
Euglifli  prince  left  Hubert  de  Burgh,  with  a  detachment  of  his 
army,  to  preferve  the  peace  of  the  Borders.*  A  different  body 
q£  the  WeKh,  hearing  that  the  king  had  retired,  made  an  incur* 
fion  into  the  land  adjoining  to  the  caftle  of  Montgomery.  On 
Ae  return  erf  this  party,  the  Englifli,  having  taken  pofleffion  of 
a  poft  which  cut  off  their  retreat,  fuddenly  attacked  the  Welfh  j 
and  putting  to  the  fword  the  greater  part  of  their  numbers,  the 
reminder  were  brought  into  the  caiUe  as  prifoncrs.  The  cap- 
tives were  inilantly  beheaded  at  the  command  of  Hubert  de  Burgh 
the  judiciary  -,  and  the  heads  of  thefe  unfortunate  men  were  fent   a.  d* 

as.a  prefent  to  king  Henry.^    The  Welfli  already  began  to  tafte  i«*h of 

Hen.  in. 

t  Matth.  ParU,  p.  ,5x0.    Holiafliead,  p*3X3* 
*  He  was  brd  of  Brecknock  mi  South  Wales,  and  of  Pembre  in  Suflex.    See 
Edward  Lhuyd's  MSS.  in  colledtion  of  Sir  John  Seabaj^ht* 

3  Rymefi  vol.L  p«3^7*    Matth.  Paris,  p.  310.  4  Matth,  Paris,  p.  310. 

^  Matth*  Paris,  p.  ji*.    PoUdore  Virgil,  p.  300. 
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the  bitter  fruits  which  they  themielves  had  produced,  by  a 
voluntary  furi'ender  of  thdr  rights ;  and>  mdeed,  by  tamely  fub-» 
mitting  to  be  confidered  as  the  vaiials  of  a  foreign  prince>  they 
gave  fome  colour  of  juftice  to  the  cruel  (pint  of  their  enemies. 

It  was  not  in  the  nature  of  the  times  to  enter  into  fubtle 
diftin6Hons,  or  into  a  cool  difculBon  of  rights,  which  the  timidity 
or  weakneis  of  the  Welfh  princes  had  often  brought  into  contro- 
verfy ;  it  was  more  fuited  to  the  feelings  of  men,  warm,  irafcible, 
and  vindiftive,  to  determine  their  merits,  or  to  punifli  their 
infringement,  by  the  more  prompt  decifion  of  amis. 

Llewelyn,  having  heard  of  the  outrage  lately  committed  on 
his  fubje£is,  again  laid  wafte  the  Englifh  Borders.  Befides  other 
adts  of  ferocity,  which  in  this  incurfion  marked  his  progrefs, 
fi>me  ladies  of  diftin£tion,  venerable  for  their  years,  and  virgins 
of  a  tender  age>  having  taken  fan£luary  in  one  of  the  churches 
which  was  fet  on  fire,  perifhed  in  the  flames,  the  indifcriminate 
victims  of  his  fury.'  In  the  general  confternation  Hubert  de 
Burgh  fled  into  England.  The  prince  of  Waks^  bearing  down 
all  oppofition,  took  by  aflault  the  caftle  of  Montgomery,  the 
icene  of  the  late  tranfa^ion  ^  and»  making  him&lf  mafter  of  the 
different  fortreflcs  of  Radnor,  Brecknock^*  and  Rhaiadigwy,  he 
invefted  Caer  Lleon.  After  fuflaining  confiderable  lofs  in  at- 
tempting in  vain  to  reduce  the  caftle,  that  city  was  taken ;  and, 
with  the  church,  reduced  to  afhes.  The  fame  fate  attended  the 
caftlcs  of  Nethf  and  Cydweli.     And,  with  a  barbarity  difgrace- 

<  Matth.  Paris,  p,  340.  ♦  Mtrhonddu^  f  In  Glamorjanfliirc. 
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fill  to  Llewelyn,  the  folders  who-  had  defended  tfaeie  fortrei&s» 
all  perilhed  in  the  flames*' 

This  outrage^  or  aft  of  rctaliative  juftice^  being  reported  to 
king  Henry,  he  applied  to  the  Pope  for  his  fpiritual  aid  ^  and 
that  Pontiff,  ever  fond  of  weaving  his  own  interefts  into,  the 
concerns  of  temporal  princes,  excommunicated  Llewelyn,  and 
all  his  adherents/  Henry,  alfo^  commanded  his  vafTals  in  Ire- 
knd,  to  co-opeiate  with  his  arms  in  the  cnterprife  which  he  ha4 
formed  againft  Wales ;  offering  them  at  the  fame  time  the  alluring 
reward  of  pofiefling  fuch  eflates  as  they  might  by  their  fwords 
obtain  from  the  Welfh J  He  convened  at  Oxford,  an  affembly  a.  di 
of  his  military  tenants,  and  the  principal  clergy  in  his  kingdom.; 
and  drawing  from  thence  an  army  of  confiderable  force,^  he 
marched  to  Hereford^.^ 

The  army  of  Llewelyn  was,  at  this  time,  encamped  in  a 
meadoWf  at  a  little  diflance  from  the.  cafUe  of  Montgomery, 
lately  recovered  by  the  Englifh ;  in  a  part  of  which  field  was  a 
morafs.  Near  to  this,  place  was  an  abbey  called  Cymer,  of  tlic 
Cijlercian  order ^  A  friar  of  this  houfe,  was  diredled  by  the  Welfh. 
prince,^  to  convey,  if  poffible„  falfe  inteligence  to  the  garrifbn. 
The  foldiers  in  the  caflle,  feeing  the  friar  pafling  with  that  defig^ 
under  the  walls,  entered  into  converfation  with  him,  and  feemed 
defirous  of  being  informed  of  Llewelyn's  fituation.  He  told, 
them,  that  the  prince  of  Wales  lay  encamped  in  a  certain  meadow 

ft  Annidet^Margaii,  p.  i8;    WeUh  Chron,  p,  287-  *-  Matth.  Parii,  p*  3>o.. 

'  Rymer's  Foedcia>  toI.  I.  p.  jiSv.  ^  Matth,  Parisi  ;•  3xx. 
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at  no  great  diftance,  attended  only  by  a  fmall  body  of  men, 
waiting  for  a*  reinforcement ;  and  that  he  had  broken  down  a 
bridge,  which  kept  the  communication  open,  for  fear  of  a  fudden 
'^  attack.  They  inquired  then  if  a  body  of  horfe  could  fafely  pafs 
the  morafs,  the  bridge  being  demolilhed ;  he  told  them,  that 
they  might  not  only  pafs  with  fecurity,  but  might  alfo  defeat 
their  enemies,  or  put  them  to  flight,  with  an  inconfiderable  fbirc* 
Being  thus  informed,  a  party  of  the  garrifon  fallied  out  on  horfe- 
b^ck.  Their  approach  being  perceived,  the  Welih,  feemin^y 
with  great  precipitation,  retreated  into  a  wood.  This  apparent 
flight  animated  the  Englilh  to  purfue  them  with  cagernefs ;  and 
deceived  by  their  intelligence,  the  advanted  party  plunged  deep 
into  the  morafs ;  mapy  of  which  were,  in  an  inftant,  either 
fufibcated  or  drowned.  The  WeWh,  at  this  momeirt,  perceiving 
their  diforder,  rufhed  out  of  the  wood,  and  with  their  Ipears 
cafily  •  put  to  death  the  remainder ;  who,  encumbered  with  their 
horfes  and  armour,  and  entan^ed  in  the  morafs,  were  incapable 
of  making  any  defence.'  This  difafter  accelerated  the  Tapproach 
,of  the  Englifli  army ;  and  as  it  pafled  by  the  abbey,  Idng  Henry, 
in  reJTentment  of  the  friar's  treachery,  fet  fire  to  the  grange  or 
farm ;  and  proceeding  to  do  the  fame  by  the  monaftery  itfelf,  the 
abbot  faved  it  from  deftruftion;  by  paying  as  a  ranfom  three 
hundred  marks.  Having  no  other  employment  for  his  army,  he 
A.  D.  rebuilt  with  flone  the  cafHe  of  Matilda  j  which  had  in  former 
wars  been  demolifhed  by  the^WeUh*     In  this  manner  ended 

>  Matth.  Paris,  p.  311. 
^  Camden's  Brit.  Gibfon's  edit.  p.  ^8  j,  built  by  Matilda  wife  to  William  de  Bruce 
lord  of  Brecknock.   Matth.  Paris,  p.  3 1 1.  • 
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a  campaign,  which,  amGdenn%  the  migh^  ^£^^  ^mj^ycslj 
feemed  to  saeaace  diis  anclenl;  peo^  with  wievitahle  iw. 

Im  the  -mean  time,  Lkwelyn  thought  prosper  to  conient  to 
a~  ihort  truce;'  on  terms  oif  recipii^al  advont^e,  ^Qd»  in  fome 
ineaflure,  on  the  footing  of  tbadiBpen^eat  Aalies* 


SoM  E  infra£ti<ms  of  the  peace  having  beoi  made  on  the  part 
of  the  Englifli,  Llewelyn  jcnt  c<nnplaints  to  king  Henry,  thiit 
no  iatisfa£tion  had  been  given  him,  though  he  himfelf  bad  ,been 
willing  to  make  rq)aration  for  any  injury  done  by  his  fiibjefts. 
Henry,  in  return^  acquainted'  the  Welfix  prince^  that  his  own 
avocations  at  prefent^  did  not  allow  hitQ  to  aittqnd  to  bis  com- 
plaints ;  but  that  he  would  in  a  {eafonoi  more  leifure  come  iQto 
the  marches,  and  there  render  him  full  reftitution  for  any  injuries 
which  he  might  have  fuftained/  A  conference  having  been  agreed 
on  by  the  two  princes,  Llewelyn,  under  a  fafe  condud,  came  to 
ShrewfburyJ  At  this  meeting;,  the  commiffioners^  appointed  by 
either  party,  agreed  to  the  following  ftipulations,^.  which  were 
immediately  ratified  by  Henry.  That  a  mutual  reftitution  ftiould 
take  place  of  fuch  eftates  which  had  been  obtained  in  th^e  coi^fe 
of  the  war  :  That  the  commiffioners  fhould  fix  the  value  of  the 
damage,  and  determine  by  whom  the  reparation  was  to  be.  made : 
That  if  any  new  matter  of  complaint  fhould  arife  during  the 
truce,  the  point  in  difpute  fhould  be  finally  decided  by  the  com- 
miffioners ;  each  prince  engaging  to  abide  by  their  award..    In 


A.  Dv 

17th  ot 
Hen.  IIL 


■  Rymcr,  vol,  I,  p.  J19.    Brady^sHift*Eng.  p^SSJ» 

*  Rymcr^  p»  12^ 


*  Rymer,,  p,  320* 
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<iiis  treaty,  Llewelyn  was  obliged  to  renew  his  homage,  and  to 
give  fccurity  for  preferving  the  peace  of  the  Engliih  realm/ 

A.  D.  The  violent  condu6l:  of  Henry  and  his  minifters  had  at  length 
"^^*  driven  many  of  the  Englifh  barons  into  open  revolt.  Of  the 
moft  confiderable  note  were' the  lord  Pembroke  earl  marefchal, 
Gilbert  Baflet  and  his  brothers,  Richard  Siward,  and  Walter  de 
ClifF6rd.  Thefe  lords,  withdrawing  from  the  danger  which 
threatened  them,  retired  into  Wales ;  and  entered  into  a  fina 
league  with  Llewelyn ;  engaging  each  other,  by  the  moft  folemn 
tics,  not  to  form  any  treaty,  or  conclude  a  peace,  but  with  the 
^common  confent  of  the  confederacy.*  Alarmed  at  this  revolt, 
rendered  formidable  by  an  union  with  the  Welfli  prince,  Henry 
convened  bis  military  tenants  to  meet  him  at  Gloucefter.' 

Iv  the  mean  time,  the  confederates  laid  defolate  the  marches, 
conveying  away  the  cattle  and  other  provifions/  They  likewife 
received  an  acceffion  of  ftrength  on  being  joined  by  Hubert  de 
Burgh  *  the  jufticiary  of  England ;  who,  having  been  perfecuted 
to  the  utmoft  peril  of  his  life,  had  efcaped  out  of  prifon,  and 
fled  into  Wales.*  Henry  advanced  into  the  enemies  territories, 
as  far  as  Hereford ;  but  finding  that  country  entirely  laid  wafte, 
and  fearing  left  his  army  might  perilh  for  want  of  necefTary 

t  Rymcr,  p.  327.  *  Matth.  Paris,  p.  iih*  Polidorc  Virgil,  p.  301. 

3  Ibid.  p.  326.  ^  Ibid.  p.  328. 

*  Among  other  frivolous  crimes  obje6ted  againil  this  minifiery  he  was  accufed  of 
purloining  from  the  royal  treafury  a  gem,  which  hati  the  virtue  of  rendering  the 
wearer  invulnerable,  and  of  fending  this  valuable  curioiity  to  the  prince  of  Wales. 
ASatthp  Paris,  259*  5  Matth.  Paris,  p.  328. 
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fuflenance,  he  made  good  his  retreat,  and  remamed  Tome  days 
in  the  caftle  of  Grofmont.    The  Englilh  army,  which  Jay  en- 
camped in  the  open  field,  was  attacked  in  the  night  by  the  earl 
marelchal  s  who,  finding  no  difcipline  in  the  camp,  eafiiy  fur- 
prifed  it  $  taking,  beiides  other  plunder,  five  hundred  horfes,  and 
obliging  the  cotifufed  and  terrified  foldiers  to  fly  with  precipita- 
tion wxthin  the  walls  of  that  caftle.    He  had  likewife  the  good 
fortune  to  take  pofleilion  of  the  money,  provifions,  carriages, 
and  other  furniture  belonging  to  the  king's  army.    Pembroke, 
in  this  critical  moment,  did  not  purfue  his  fuccefs.    He  gave 
an  exalted  proof  of  moderation  and  duty.    Out  of  refpcft  to 
his  fovereign,  confined  in  the  caftle,   he  offered  no  further 
hoftilities ;  but  retired  before  break  of  day  to  a  fecure  fituation, 
enriched  with  the  fpoils  of  the  Englifh  camp.    Many  of  Henry's 
courtiers,  havmg  loft  their  military  equipments,  left  the  army 
on  this  difafter,  and  returned  into  England.    The  king  himllelf, 
amazed,  aftiamed,  and  confounded  at  this  fudden  and  diigraceful 
blow,  having  firft  reinforced  with  foreign  foldiers  all  his  caftles 
upon  the  Englifti  confine,  retreated  to  Gloucefter ;  in  which  city 
he  paffed  the  Chriftmas  holidays,   in  hopes  that  his  prefencc    A.  D.    ' 
upon  the  Borders  might  be  a  means  of  keeping  the  malecontents   i7t^h  iV 
m  awe.  * 

The  aflive  i^t  of  the  earl  marefchal,  no  longer  reftrained 
by  Henry's  prefence,  formed  the  defign  of  laying  fiege  to  Mon- 
mouth.   Baldwyn  de  Guiihes,  a  knight  of  great  valour,  and 

V  Mattli.  Paiit,  p.  318.    Polidore  Virgil,  p.  301. 
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a  native  of  Flanders,  was  then  in  the  town ;  having  been  left  by 
Henry  with  a  ftrong  body  of  foreign  troops*  to  protect  the 
marches.  Seeing  the  carl  of  Pembroke  deeply  engaged  in  re- 
connoitcring  the  walls,  attended  only  by  one  hundred  knights, 
)m  ialKed  out  of  the  caftle  at  the  head  of  a  confidcrabic  part  of 
the  garrifon.  Pembroke  had  time  to  retire  j  but  his  high 
courage  difdained  to  avoid  the  danger.  A  terrible  conflidt  en- 
fued)  and  though  the  earl  marefchal  exhibited  extraordinary 
proofs  of  valour  and  prowefi,  yet  fuch  was  the  fuperidr  number 
of  the  enemy,  that  he  was  very  near  being  carried  oflF  prifbner ; 
if  at  that  inftant,  Baldwyn  de  Guifnes  had  not  himfelf  received 
a  wound;  which  being  deemed  mortal,  the  attention  of  his 
troops  was  diverted  to  the  £ifety  of  their  general,  and  gave  an 
opportunity  to  the  confederate  army  to  come  to  the  relief  of 
the  marefchal.'  Nothing  decifive  taking  place,  the  eaii  of  Pem- 
broke in  veiled  C^ermarthen ;  but  the  town  being  gallantly  de- 
fended,  he  lay  three  months  before  it,  being  incapable  of  making 
any  imprefSon ;  and  at  length,  a  fupply  of  provifions,  and  a 
reinforcement,  being  thrown  into  the  place  by  ica»  he  was 
obliged  to  raiie  the  fiegt.* 

To  divert  the  enemy's  attention,  during  thefe  operatbns> 
Llewelyn  made  art'  inroad  into  the  country  of  Brecknock,  dc- 
ftroying  all  the  towns  and  fortrefles  belonging  to  that  terri- 
tory ;  he  then  invefted  the  caftle  of  that  name,  and  lay  before 
it  a  month  s  but,  all  his  efforts  proving  fruitkfs^  he  raifed  "the 

*  From  Flander$  nnd  Poi£lou.  *  Matth.  Paris,  p.  329. 

*  VVellh  Chron,  p.  2%^. 
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fiege  J  and,  fetting  fire  to  the  town,  purfued  his  route  into  the 
marches.  In  the  courfe  of  which,  conflagration  and  ruin  ftill 
marking  his  progrefs,  he  burned  the  town  of  Clun,  demolifhed 
Rcdde  caftle  in  Powys,  and  laid  Ofweftry  in  afhes./  It  fecms, 
as  if  a  treaty  of  peace  had  been  in  agitation  during  the  late 
tranfaftions ;  as  Henry,  in  a  letter  to  Llewelyn,  complained 
that  his  commiffioners,  agreeably  to  appointment,  had  repaired 
to  Colewent,  but  had  not  there  met  the  deputies  out  of  Wales. 
In  anfwcr  to  which,  Llewelyn  informed  the  Englifh  king,  that 
his  commiffioners   had  been  prevented  from  coming  to  that 

» 

place,  by  the  floods  and  by  other  impediments;  declaring  in 
the  mean  time  that  he  himfelf  would  prderve  the  peace  of  the 
Borders,  and  requiring  that  Henry  on  his  part  fhould  perform 
the  fame/    It  is  fomewhat  extraordinary,  that  a  negotiation  of   A.  D« 

«  «  A  A 

fo  mild  a  nature  (hould  be  carried  on  amidft  the  fliock  of  arm^ 
and, under  the  irritation  of  deep  and  reiterated  injuries. 

To  o^pok  a  confederacy,  rifing  into  importance  by  the  daily 
acccflion  of  the  Engliih  nobility,  John  lord  of  Monmouth, 
diflinguiflied  for  his  valour  and  military  talents,  was  appointed 
warden  of  the  marches.  That  he  might  open  the  campaign  with 
credit  to  his  arms,  he  entered  the  confines  of  Wales  with  a  A.  D. 
confiderable  body  of  foreigners  j  in  hopes  that  by  a  fudden 
and  vigorous  impreflion  he  might  furprife  the  earl  marefchal; 
or  that,  by  taking  him  ofl^,  he  might  ftrike  at  the  root  of  the 
revolt.    He  fo  direfted  his  operations,  as  to  be  enabled,  as  he 

t  WeUh  Chron   p.  aS8.  *  RTmer,  vol.  I.  p.  328,  329* 
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thought,  to  aflail  his  enemies  during  the  filence  and  darknefs 
of  the  night.  The  fpies  of  the  earl  of  Pembroke,  having  giveo 
him  intelligence,  that  the  royal  army  was  on  its  march  to  fur- 
prife  him,  that  general  laid  an  ambufcadc  to  counteraft  the  de^ 
fign ;  by  pofting  his  troops  under  the  cover  of  a  wood,  adjoinin|^ 
to  a  road  which  the  enemy  were  obliged  to  pafs.  In.  this  (ituatioa 
he  waited  their  approach.  The  Englifh  troops  under  Monmouth^ 
marching,  as  they  thought,  in  fecurity,  and  little  fufpe^ng  a 
furprife,  was  befet  on  a  fudden  by  a  part  of  the  earl'j  forces^ 
who,  rufhing  out  of  their  cover,  eafily  put  their  enemies  t^ 
flight,  confounded  by  the  darknefs  of  the  nighty  and  the  loud 
ihouts  of  their  aflailants.  Numbers  were  flain  on^thc  field ;  and< 
many  flying  into  the  wood^  were  cut  in  pieces  by  the  troops 
/^  which  had  been  flationed  there  by  the  marefchal  to  intercept 
the  fugitives.  John  lord  of  Monmouth  their  general,  wiili  a 
few  of  his  attendants,  f^ved^  themfelves  by  a  precipitate  flight*,* 
Purfuing  his  fuccefs,  the  earl  marefchal  made  fevere  reprifals 
pn  the  eftates  of  the  king's  foreign  counfellors  which  lay  upon 
the  Borders}  and  with, keener  animolity,  laid  wafte  thelord(hip« 
which  were  the  property,  of  the  lord  of.  Monmouth ;  deflroyin j 
feveral  of  his  houfcs  and  villages/ 

Flushkei  with  this  fuccefs,  Llewelyn  and  the  earl  marefchal, 
baving^  united  their  forces  a  few  months  after,  made  another  in- 
road into  the.  Englifti  marches  j  and  having  rendered  all  that 
country  a  fcene  of  devaftation,  they  concluded  their  fiery  career 
by  laying  part  of  the  town  of  Shrewfbury  in  afhes.* 

»  Poiidore  Virgil,  p.  301.    Matth.  Paris,  p.  332-     * Ibid«.     J  Matth*  Paris, p.  nu 
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DuRiNG  the  time  that:  the  confederates  were  mafters  of-  the    a«  d. 
field,  and  had  ibread  horror  and  conflaeration  through  the  ;?^^^^^„, 

*  *»  o  .  Henry  Ilu. 

Borders  of  England,  Henry  remained. at  Gbucefter,  timid  and 
laaAives  as  though  he  had  been  an  indifferent  fp.e£tator  of 
theicene*.'.  The  pr^tes»  on  this  occafion^  and  the  .few  Englifh 
lords  whailill  preierved  their  allegiance, .  urged  Henry  to  ac«- 
commodate  the.  difpute  with  the  maleoontent  barons»  In« 
flead  of  liftening  to  this  faliitary>advice>  that,  prince,  equally 
vehement  and  weak,.. removed  his  court  to  Wincheiler$.  declaring 
diat  he  would  >mahe  no  peace  with  :the  earl  mareichal^  unlefs  he 
came  with  an  halter  about  his  neck,  and  on  his. knees  before. 
the/tlu:(Hie, .  ihould  acknowledge  lum&lf  to  be.  a  traitor*  BeOH 
broke  rgefledthe.  pjcopoial  %with  dLfdain*! 

Henry's  mihifters,  in  deipair  of  fubduing  that  lord  by  any 
odier  means  than  by. treachery,  excited* his  vailals  in  Ireland  to 
revolt;  under  the  pretence  that  all  his  eftates  were  forfeited  to 
die  crown*  Informed  of  the^  machinations  of  his  enemies,  the 
earl  of  Pembroke  pafled  over  into  that  kingdom,  attended  only 
by  fifteen  knights*  In  this  country,  by  the  perfidy  of  one  of 
his  own  vafials,  he  was  taken  prifoner  in.  an  action,  after  having 
maintained  a  long  and  unequal  fight,  and  having  given  extra-* 
ordinary  proofs  of>his: valour;  his  horie  being  hamftrung,  and 
he  himfelf  difinounted  and  wounded  in  the  back*  This  gallant 
warrior  languiihed  in  confinement  fourteen  days,  and  at  laft 
died  by  the  treachery  of  an  Irifti  forgcon.* 

s  Matth.  Pari8>  p.  332»  *  Ibid.  ^  Matth,  Paris,  p.  333^^  335,  340*. 
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A.  D.       The  violence  in  the  Englifli  adminiftradon  had  rifen  to  a 

1JJ4. 

crifis.  The  prelates  of  the  realm,  joined  by  the  temporal 
lords,  being  aflembled  in  parliament  at  Weftminfter,*  called 
loudly  upon  the  king  to  redreft  their  grievances^  and  to  fettle 
the  diftradted  ftate  of  the  Idngdom*'  Neccffity  oMigiftg  him  to 
liften  to  the  voice  of  his  people,  Henry  difmiiTed  his  foreign 
xninifters;  and  difpatched  the  prelates  of  Chefter,  Rocbefter^ 
and  Canterbury,  into  Walesa  to  treat  with  Llewelyn^  and 
the  Englifh  barons  in  confederacy  with  him  $*  the  king  him&tf 
repairing  to  Gloucefter,  to  be  ready  to  forward  their  negotiatiom. 
The  prince  of  Wales  was  exceedingly  avcrfe  to  enter  into  terms 
of  accommodation.  To  induce  diat  [xince  to  comply  with 
their  wiihes,  the  prelates  ventral  to  mingk  threats  with  their 
other  perfuafionss  by  informmg  him,  that  if  he  refufed  their 
ofi^s  of  peace  he  would  certainly  draw  upon  his  head  the  ven* 
geance  of  the  church*  To  dus  menace^  Llewelyn  replied,  that 
he  was  more  influenced  by  the  piety  of  king  Henry  and  by  the 
alms  which  he  gave,  than  1^  the  terror  of  his  arms  though 
aided  by  the  whole  power  of  his  clergy.  He,  at  length,  con<» 
fented,  that  a  peace  fhould  be  fettled  upon  the  bafis  of  integrity 
and  juftice ;  and,  as  an  eflential  article  of  the  treaty,  he  pro* 
vided,  that  all  the  Engliih  barons,  who  were  confedei'ate  with 
him  in  the  war,  fhould  be  taken  into  Henry's  favour,  and  be 
re-eflablifhed  in  their  honours  and  eftates.  Tbefe  conditions, 
however  humiliating,  were  ratified  by  the  Englifli  king ;  who 

*  Ad  Colloquium  ap  Wdftmon* 
i  JBitcth.  Paris,  p.  333.    Brady's  Hift.  England^  yoI.I.  p,  559. 
*  Brady's  Hift.  England,  rohl*  p.  33  j. 
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ient  letters  to  the  makccmtent  lords  to  repair  to  hini  at  Oloa- 

cefter ;  wha«  they  received  the  kifs  of  peace  from  Henry  as  « 

pledge  of  his  grace,  and  were  likewife  reinftated  in  their  rights 

and  inheritances/     At  the  fame  time»  it  is  probable,  to  adjuft 

fi>me  particulars  left  unfinifhed  in  this  treaty,  a  iafe  condiMft 

was  ient  to  the  deputies  of  Llewelyn  to  come  into  En^ai^a/ 

With  the  juftice  which  is  due  to  hiftorical  truth,  w^  have  fre-   A.  D. 

1234. 

quently  cenfured  the  charafter  of  Llewelyn;  it  is  now  with 
pleafure  that  we  contemplate  a  c«ndu6t  which  was  Juft  and 
manly,  liberal  and  wife }  and  which,  at  the  fame  time  that  it 
gave  to  his  country  unufual  importance,  placed  him  in  the 
rank  of  the  moft  diftinguUhed  of  its  princes. 

Thb  pleafure  which  the  late  event  muft  have  afforded  a.  IX. 
Llewelyn,  no  doubt,  dilated  his  heart,  and  fdPtened  his  feelings 
in  favour  of  his  eldeft  fon  Oryffydh ;  whom,  at  this  time,  after 
fix  years  confinement,  he  releafed  out  of  prilbn.'  We  are  not 
acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  d&nce,  by  which  Gryffydh 
had  again  incurred  his  father's  difpleafure.  But  there  was  a 
rigour  interwoven  into  the  deftiny  of  this  gallant  prince,  which 
difcoloured  the  whole  tenor  of  his  life,  and  has  marked  him  the 
child  of  adverfity.* 

1  Welfh  Chron.  p.  292.    PoUdore  Virgil,  p.  30J.     Matth.  Paris >  p.  340. 
'  Rymer's  Fcedera,  p.  332.  '  WcUb  Chron.  p.  292* 

4  At  this  period  (A.  D.  2236.)  died  Madoc  ap  GryQrdli  Maelor,  lotd  of  the 
Lower  Powya,  or  Powys  Vadoc ;  be  was  buried  in  the  abbey  of  Llaii  Egweill^ 
or  the  Vale  of  Crucis,  near  Lla]ip>lleD  in  DenUghihire,  whi<;h  he  himfelf  had 
ereAed ;  and  left  a  fon  named  Orylfydh  to  fiicceed  to  his  territories*  Welib  Chron* 
p.293i 

^  Llewelyn 
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Llewetlyn  having  fent  complaints  to  the  EngUfh  king,  that 

the  earl  of  Pembroke  had  ieifed  a  caftle  belonging  to  Morgan  of 

Caer  Lleon,  and  had  taken  his  property  and  wafted  his  territories  i 

that  prince  exprefTed  his  difapprobation  of  the  injury  which 

fiad  been  done  to  the  Welih  chieftain,  and  appointed  impartial 

perfons  to  arbitrate  in  the  difpute.    He  had  already  cited  the 

^rl  marelchal  to  appear  before  his  commiilioners  i  and  he  alfo 

fummoned  the  Welfh  prince  to  attend,  either  in  peribn  or  by  his 

deputies/     In  confequence  of  which,  a  truce  for  one  year 

longer  took  place  at  Tewkibury,  on  the  following  conditions; 

that  fuH  reftitution  ihould  be  made  to  Morgan  of  Caer  Lleon 

for  the  injuries  which  he  had  received  fince  the  commence* 

ment  of  the  late  peace ;  that  the  fubjeds  of  both  kingdonos 

ihould  retain  all  thdr  rights  and  eftates  of  which  they  were 
then  in  pofTeilion}  that  on  fufiicient  proof  of  any  injury  having 

been  fuftained,  reftitution  ihould  be  made  to  either  party,  the 
^damage  not  being  prior  to  the  truce  >  that  neither  of  the  princes 
{hould  receive  into  his  proteftion.  the  fubjcfts  belonging  to  the 
other;  and  that  no  new  cafliefliould  be  creftcd,  or  any  old 
one  repaired  in  the  marches,*  In  confequence  of  this,  a  fafe 
A.  D.  conduA  was  fent  by  the  king  to  Llewelyn's  commiflioners  to 
aot'h  of'  repair  to  Shrewft)ury,  and  there  to  fwear  to  the  conditions  of 
the  truce ;  and  alfo  to  name  arbitrators,  who  were  to  ad  on 
the  part  of  the  Welfh  prince  with  the  Englilh  commiilioners  j 
<with  whom  refted  the  final  decifion.' 

*  Rymer's  FQedcra»  p.  3  $}# 
*  Budy*$  Hift»  Eng.  p.  564.    Rymcr's  Fttden,  p^  368« 

^  Rymer's  Foedenii  p*  369. 

This 
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This^  year  (Red  Joan  the  wife  dt  prince  Llewrfyn  5  afnd,  agriee- 
ably  to  her  oWn  defire,  was  bnried  npon  the  fea-fhore  at  Lhhvaes 
ih  Anglefey.  To  da  honour  to  her  brother  the  king  of  England, 
or  as  a  tender  memoria!  of  regard,  Llewelyn  erefted  over  the 
grave  of  this  princefs  a  monaftcry  of  bare-footed  friars ;  a  tefti- 
mony  of  relpeS  to  her  memory,  which  renders  at  leaft  doubtful 
the  criminal  part  of  her  condtift ;  and  ma^,  in  fome  degree,  take  a.  d. 
away  the  ftain  which  hiftbry  has  caft  u]pon  her  fame." 


1237. 


The  tranquillity  o{  the  ttihes  afFoided  leifure  to  Llewelyn, 
having  with  fa  much  dignity  fettled  hia  foreign  concerns,  to  pay 
fonie  attention  to  the  interior  government  of  his  own  kingdom, 
by  fixing  before  his  death  the  order  of  fucceflion.  He  convened, 
for  thi&  purpofe,  aH  the  chieftains  in  Wales  to  meet  him  at 
StrajCa-Plorida  ;*  where  they  renewed  their  oaths  of  allegiance, 
and  likewife  did  homage  to  David,  his  fon  by  the  princefs  of 
England,  in  prefcFence  to?  his  eldeft  brother  Gryffydh.*  So  alive 
was  Henry  to  the  dependency  of  Wakis,  that  he  even  regarded 
with  a  jealous  eye  the  late  homages,  which  had  been  paid  to  the 
young  prince  his  nephev^ ;  and  in^  confequence  lie  lent  him  a 
iummons  to  repair,  Under  a  fkfc  conduft,-  to  Worceftcr.  About 
the  iame-  time,  the  peace  w^cbatinued  for  a  year  longer  oit  a.  d, 
principles  of  reciprotal  juftiCCi' 

Llewelyn's  glory,    which  has  appeared  with  {o  bright  a 

luftre,  refembles  the  laft  effort  of  the  vital  ipirit ;  which  acquiring 

« 

■  Wclfh  Chr.  p.  293.  See  note  in  Hift.  of  Gwedir  Fam.  p*  ly  •  Tflrad  FJitir. 

*  WcUh  Chron.  p»  ^7«   BritilK  Ant,  RcV.  bjr  Vauglian  of*  Hengwrt,  p.  23.' 

*  Rymcr's  Foedera,  vol.  !•  p.  371,  373, 
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force  in  the  moment  of  its  extinction,  and  exerting  a  tranfient 
vigour,  is  exhaufted  on  a  fudden,  /  and  finks  into  diflbludon* 
Worn  out  with  cares  and  inceflant  a^ion,  Llewelyn  was  novir 
grown  old,  infii'm,  and  paralytic*  In  this  melancholy  cloie> 
haftened  no  doubt  by  his  late  violent  exertions,  he  feems  to  have 
loft  the  native  vigour  of  his  mind ;  by  giving  up,  in  a  moment 
of  weaknefs,  the  great  objedi:  for  which,  during  a  long  reign, 
he  had  contended  with  fo  much  valour  and  fiTccefs.  The  deiire 
of  repofe,  with  the  eager  wifh  of  eftablifhing  his  favourite  fbn 
David  in  the  fucceffion,  by  thus  infuring  the  protection  of  the 
Englifli  king,  were  perhaps  the  motives  which  influenced  his 
condu^.    Whatever  his  motives  were,  he  gave  notice  to  Henry, 

4 

that  being  in  years,  and  defirous  of  peace,  he  was  willing^  to 
put  himfelf  under  his  protection,  and  to  hold  his  dominions 
in  future  as  a  fief  of  the  Englifh  crown ;  offering  at  the  fame 
Henry  ui.  ^^^  ^j^^^  whenever,  the  necelfities  of  England  fhouki  call  for 
afliftance,  he  would  be  ready  to  fumifh  troops,  and  to  givt 
other  aids,  agreeably  to  the  duties  of  a  vafial/ 


A.  D. 
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The  bifhops  of  Chefter  and  Hereford  were  employed,  on  the 
part  of  Henry,  in  the  negotiation  of  this  important  concern.' 
So  little  of  public  virtue  remained  in  the  country,  that  many  of 
the  WeUh  nobility  were  defirous  of  an  union  with  England, 
although  the  independency  of  their  nation  funk  in  the  fcale. 
Some  nobler  ipirits  rgeCted  the  idea  with  dilHain ;  not  inclined 


*  Matth.  Paris,  p.  369.  *  Welfh  Chron,  p.  297* 

s  Brady's  HiA.  Eog.  p.  567.   Matth.  Paris,  p*  369. 
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to  gratify  their  Ibvercign's  inclination,   or  to  indulge  his  in- 
^njitics,  at  the  expence  of  the  freedom  of  their  country,* 

The  archdeacon  of  St.  Afaph,  on  the  fame  concern^  was  cm- 
ployed  to  negotiate  the  interef^s  of  the  prince  of  Wales.  When 
he  arrived  at  the  Englifh  courts  it  appeared,  'that  he  was  not. 
poflTeiled  of  inftrudions  or  power  fufficient  to  bring  to  a  con- 
clufion  fo  important  a  bufinefs.  Upon  this  occafion,  Henry  dif- 
patched  letters  to  the  lords  of  the  marches,  highly  complaining 
of  the  homages  which  Llewelyn  had  caufed  his  ion  David  to  re- 
ceive i  and  commanding  thdr  attendance  in  Oxford,  the  truce 
with  Wales  being  nearly  expired.  The  king  likewiie  fent  a  letter 
to  the  Welfh  prince,  expreffive  of  refentment  for  his  late  con- 
du£l  in  regard  to  his  fon ;  and  acquainting  him^  that  if  he  was 
defurous  of  a  lafting  peace,  he  fhould  fend  deputies  to  meet  the 
council  at  Oxford ;  prohibiting  him,  moreover,  under  the  penalty 
of  forfeiture,  from  fufFering  his  fon  to  receive  any  more  homage, 
until  he  had  firft  performed  that  neceflary  duty  to  himfelf,  as 
his  fovereign.  So  highly  alarmed  was  Henry  upon  this  point, 
that  he  wrote  to  the  young  prince  his  nephew,  not  to  prefume 
to  receive  any  more  homage  until  he  himfelf  had  paid  that  duty. 
The  negotiation  for  peace  extended  no  farther  than  to  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  truce  for  another  year^  which  was  afterwards 
ratified  by  Llewelyn.* 

Taking  advantage  of  his  father's  infirmities,  or  rendered 
tyrannical  by  his  favour,  David  ieifed  on  a  great  part  bf  the 

*  Welih  Chron.  p.  298.    Mattb.  Paris,  p.  369.   Miatth.  Weftm.  p.  i  to. 

*  Rymer't  Foedera,  vol.  {.  p.  379,  380. 
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territories  belonging  to  Gryffydh  his  broths ;  leaving  him  only 
in  pofleilion  of  the  cantrev  of  Lleyn  in  the  county  of  Caemarvoa. 
This  aft  of^  rapacity  raifed  diflenfions  in  the  country ;  as  Giyf- 
fydh  poflefled  many  qualities,  which,  among  a  people  like  the 
Wel{h>  were  held  in  high  eftimation ;  being  brave  in  war,  tall 
and  comely  in  his  perlbn,  and,  as  the  ddeft  Ton  of  Llewelyn^ 
was  heir  apparent  to  the  crown/ 

To  allay  the  feraient  which  was  produced  by  this  divifion  of 
interefts,  the  bifhop  of  Bangor  propofed  a  conference  between 
the  two  princes.  In  confequence  of  this  mediation^  Gryfl^dh 
began  his  journey^  with  the  defign  of  giving  his  brother  the 
meetings  but  though  he  travelled  in  the  company  of  that 
pi'date,  and  under  the  ian£):ion  of  his  charadter,  he  was  arrefted 
on  the  road  by  David;  who  ccmfined  him  in  the  caflle  of  Cricieth^ 
a  fortrefs  lituated  on  the  verge  of  the  fea  in  Caernarvonfhire/ 

The  treatment  of  this  popular  prince  excited  the  greateft 
commotion.  The  adherents  of  his  perfon  and  family  rofe  up 
in  aims ;.  relenting  the  many  injuries  which  had  been  done  by 
David  to  his  brother,  whom  they  confidered  as  the  rightful  heir 
to  the  crown ;.  and  whofe  fpirit,  manners  and  interefls  were  con- 
genial  with  thofe  of  his  country.    Another  party  of  the  Welfli 

it.  D.    elpoufing  the  caufe  of  David,   a  civil  war  ipread  through  the 
1240* 

24th  of    country  j  and  in  which>  native  ferocity  naingling  in  the  contcft 

Henry  IIL  '  #  •-#      w 

'  Britilh  Ant.  Rcviv.  by  Vaughan  of  Hengwrt,  p.  29. 
^  Wclft  Qkfx>iv«  p,  294,    Matth«  Paris,  p.  470. 
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an4  hQigbteotflg  its  fmy>   North  W8ks>  for  &iBe  time^  wna 
4duge4  wit]^  the  ]>lood  of  iier  owb  jcitizens/ 

In  this  ftate  of  affairs^  the  evenrng  of  his  days  beuig  imblttered 
i>y  domeftic  and  public  c^amity^  died  Llewelyn  ap  Joi'werth^ 
after  a  reign  of  fifty-fix  years*  He  left  twp  chiWr^i  by  Tang*- 
wyftl  his  firil  wife>  GryfFydh,  and  a  daughter  called  iGlwadys> 
married  to  Sk  Ralph  Mortimer  s*  by  his  iecond  wife  Joan»  the 
princefs  of  England,  he  had  David>  who  fucceeded  to  his  father's  A.  D. 
dominions.'  The  remains  of  this  prince  were  interred,  with 
much  honour  to  his  memory,  in  the  Abbey  of  Conway •♦ 

In  taking  a  furvey  of  the  late  period,  fo  full  of  the  viciflitudcs 
of  fortune,  Llewelyh  ap  Jorwerth  appears  upon  the  ftage  a 
diftinguifhed  character.  Pofiei^d  of  many  qualities  which  are 
requifite  for  a  warrior,  and  to  form  the  great  prince ;  we  may 
alfo  difcern  him,  through  the  ^Iimmeriag>of  the  times,  drfplaying 
many  of  the  ibfter  traits  of  humanity;  Ibme  of  thofe  finer 
iprings  which  conftitute  in  prii^ate  life,  whatever  is  jui^,  tender, 
and  amiable.  But  in  the  characters  of  men,  tiie  moft  en^inent 
for  their  talents  and  their  virtues,  we  fhall  ftiU  meet  wath  fhades 
of  human  infirmity^  The  defe6b  of  Llewel^,  Ariking  as  they 
were,  may  be  <:onfidered  as  the  vices  of  the  age  in  which  he  livedo 
more  juftly  than  his  own.    A  few  adls  of  ferocity,  with  too  fre-^ 

V  M»tt)i.  WeAm*  p«  I'lB*  PoHdorc  Vir^l,  ^  30;.  HoUnlhead,  p.  226.  M«tth« 
Paris,  p.  479.  *  Memoirs  of  Gwcdir  Family,  p,  24^  refpc6Hng  Gryffydh. 

*  Brit.  Ant,  Revived  by  Vaughan  of  Hcngwit,  p.  27,  in  the  polTeffioii  of  tlie 
Rey.  Mr.  Uoyd  of  Caecwyj,  Flintlhite*  4  WciUb  Cluog.  p.  a^S* 
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quent  a  violation  of  treaties^  and,  at  times,  a  want  of  firmnefs 
in  his  condudl,  may  in  fome  degree  injure  his  fame  and  throw 
a  fhade  upon  his  virtues,  but  cannot  deprive  him  of  that  folid 
glory,  which  is  due  to  a  patriot  prince ;  and  which  he  obtained 
from  a  grateful  people,  for  afferting  the  rights  of  his  injured 
country,  through  a  long  life  employed  in  its  defence.  Hiy 
talents  and  his  virtues,  with  the  fortunate  direftion  of  both,  have 
given  to  this  prince  the  iUuftrious  title  of  Llewelyn  the  Great, 


m 


Several  cauies  conlpired  to  promote  the  fuccefiion  of  David 
to  the  throne  of  North  Wales,  in  preference  to  Gryffydh  his 
ddeft  brothen  The  partiality  of  Llewelyn  to  this  favourite  fon, 
had  fecured  the  allegiance  of  the  Welih  nobility ;  the  Engliih 
king,  too,  as  the  uncle  of  David,  would  naturally  fupport  his 
caufe,  rather  than  that  of  his  brother  i  a  prince  of  a  brave  and 
active  difpofition,  and  popular  in  the  country ;  but  what  gave 
the  deciiive  turn  in  his  favour  was,  that  Gryffydh,  the  rival  of 
his  crown,  was  a  prifoner  at  his  mercy,  clofely  confined  in  a 
fblitary  fortrefs. 

A.  D.       Within  a  month  after  his  acceflion,  David,   attended  by  all 

"*^*   the  chieftains   in  Wales,  wdted  on  the  king  at  Gloucefterj 

where  having  done  homage,  a  peace  was  concluded  on  the  foU 

lowing 
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lowing  conditions :  That  David  Ihould  furrender  hi«  right  to 
the-  independency  of  North  Wales,  as  well  as  to  fuch  territories 
yvhich  had  been  claimed  by  feveral  of  Henry's  vaflals,  excepting 
thofe  of  Montalto  or  Mould ;  arid  which  he  was  at  prefent  to 
retain  agreeably  to  what  had  been  fettled  between  him  and  the  ' 
fenefchal  of  Chefter.  In  order  to  adjuft  all  matters  in*  difpute 
which  in  future  might  arife,  arbitrators  on  both  fides  were  to 
be  appointed  j  over  whom  the  Pope's  legate,  as  long  as  he  refided 
in  England,  was  to  prefide  ;  and  who  was  likewife  to  have  the 
power  of  punifhing  by  ecclefiafdcal  cenfures,  any  infraftion  of 
the  peace.  Before  David,  or  any  of  *his  vaflals,  could  be  liable 
tp  fuch  cenfures,  they  had  a  right  to  juftify  themfelves  before 
the  legate,  in  any  fecure  place  upon  the  Borders ;  and  to  which 
place  they  were  bound  to  appear  whenever  they  were  cited,  or  to 
be  deemed  contumacious  if  they  neglefted  the  fummons,  unlefs 
they  fhewed  a  fufficient  reafon  for  fuch  a  negleft.  If  the  legatine 
funftion  fhould  ceafe,  then  the  fame  power  of  cpercion  by  eccle- 
fiaftical  cenfure,  fliould  be  veiled  in  the  archbifhops  of  Canter- 
bury fucceffively.  The  peace  was  concluded  upon  thefe  terms, 
and  a  general  remiffion  alfb  took  place  of  oiFences>  which  dther 
party  at  any  time  had  committed/ 

Soon  after  this  treaty,  David  received  a  fummons  to  appear 
before  the  king  in  London,  attended  by  the  Welfli  commiffioners ; 
in  order  to  proceed  before  the  legate  in  the  bufinefs  of  arbitra- 
tion»*    The  Wellh  prince,  in  no  hafte  to  have  the  arbitration 

*  Rymer,  p.  389,  390.  Brady,  vol*  I.  p.  575.  *  Rymer,  vol.  I.  p.  39x«  » 
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proceed,  or  to  name  the  r^recfr,  (lighted  lJ*  iumnwhs.  He 
foon  after  received  another  order  from  Kfenry,  to  appear  himfeff 
at  Sbrewfbury,  or  to  fend  hi6  deputies.'  To  this  fummon^ 
he  thought  proper  to  pay  obedience ;  and  he  fent  cbtnmifliotier^ 
accordingly  to  that  place^  where  new  arbitrators  were  appointed, 
and  a  certain  time'  fixed,  when  didir  deciiion  wasr  to  take  place/ 

The  fubmiffion  of  David  was  only  to  gain  dme.   He  had  con-* 
ceived  the  defign  of  fhaking  ofF  his  dependence  oh  the  crown  of 
England.    For  he  had  lately  formed^  an  alliance  with  the  brothers 
of  Gryffydh  ap  Madoc^  lord  of  the  Lower  Powys  5  having,  fe*. 
duced  thoie'  chieftains  from  their  allegiance,  as  well  as  others  of 
the  Welfli  tenants  belonging  to  the  Engliih  crown.    The  firft 
zSt  of  his  revdit,  was  to  lay  wafte  the  territories  of  Sir  Ralph 
Mortimer,  and  others  of  Henry's  feudatories ;  he  alio  retained 
in  his  own  hands  the  eflates^  of  Hugh  Vaughan  and  his  n^hews, 
contrary  to  the  award  of  a  late  arbitration ;  and  he  likewife  feiied 
a  vefTel,  cm  its  voyage  to  Chefter,  loaded  with  wheat  and  other 
provifions.     Henry,  upon  thefe  outrages,  fent  to  the  prince  of 
Wales  a  peremptory  letter,  enumerating  the  grievances  above 
related,  and  enjoining  him  to  perfuadethe  revolted  chieftains  to 
return  to  their  duty  j  and  alfo  that  he  (hould  make  reftitution 
for  all  the  injuries,  which  the  king's  fobjefts  had'  received  during 
the  late  infringement  of  the  peace.' 

IiaprtfENcSD  by  motives  of  pity  and  affeaiori,  thebifhop  of 
Bangor  interefted  himfelf  in  the  fafety  of  GryfTydh,  whom  his 

*  Br^)5  vol.  I.  p.  57fl,  fayis  WorcelUr. 
»  Rymer,  p.  392.    Brady,  vol.  I.  p.  579.  3  Rymcr,  p.  395. 
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biTothtt  David  AiU  kept  in  ccMifinement.  He-  was  alfo  affifled  in 
his  genrroiis  defigity.  by  Ralph  lord  Mortimer  of  Wigmore^  who 
had  marned  Glwadys  the  fifter  of  the  captive  prince/  With 
much  eamcft  felicitation  they  requeued  that  he  might  be  r&- 
leafed  out  of  prifim ;  but  idl  in  vain  ;  David  did  not  dare  to  let 
look  among  the  people;  a  fpirk  like  hi&  brotJier's,  popudar  and 
brav^  and  fuU  of  refentment  for  former  ii^uries.  The  bifhop 
of  Bangor,  on  this  rcEa&U  excommunicated  David,  and  with* 
drew  into  England,  Repairing  to  the  Engliih  king,  he  laid,^.^^ 
bc£dK  him,  the  barbadty^  and  injuftice  of  his  nephew's  con<^ 
dnft;  and  eameftly  implored  that  monarch  to  exert  his  au« 
thority,  iJKit  Ais  unfortunate  prince  might  be  reftored  to  his 
liberty^^  He  likewife  fent  his  complaints  to  Rome,  and  had 
intereft  fufficient  with  the  Pope,  to  obtain  a  confirmation  of 
the  late  ientence,  and  alfo  to  lay  the  dominions  of  the  prince 
of  Wales  under  an  interdict.' 

Thb  party  was  at  this  time  increafed  which  had  been 
formed  in  favour  of  Gryffydh,  who  was:  become'flill  more  dear 
to  the  people ;  the  injuries  he  had  received,  and  his  wretched 
fituation,  having  rendered  him  an  objeft  of  their  pity.  His  wife 
Sina^  a  woman  of  fpirit  and  addreis,  confederate  with  the  biihop 
of  Bangor,  and  with  many  of  the  Wclfh  nobility,  entered  into 
a  treaty  with  Henry,  in  hopes  of  interefting  that  prince  in  the 
canfe  of  her  unfortunate  hufband/    The  negociation  was  fup- 

§ 

'  Birt,  Ant,  Rcviv.  by  Vaughan  of  HengwFt,  p.  27*        »  Matth*  Paris,  p.  506* 

f  Welfli  Chron.  p.  300,    Brady,  vol.  L  p.  578. 
^  Matth.  Paris,  p.  506.    Brady,  p.  578, 
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ported  with  fuch  powerful  perruafions*  that  Henry,  inclimng 
to  their  intereft*  fent  an  order  to  David  to  releafe  his  brother 
out  of  captivity.  This  order  was  attended  by  the  following 
admonition ;  that  by  purfuing  fuch  a  condu6l^  he  would  recover 
the  honour  of  his  chara6):er9  and  that  it  would  be  alio  the 
means  of  his  receiving  abfolution  from  the  Pope.'  This  man- 
date  the  Welfti  prince  peremptorily  refuled  to  obey^  alledging 
in  his  excufe,  that  if  Gryffydh  was  let  at  liberty,  fuch  was  his 
Ipirit,  and  the  ftrertgth  of  his  party,  that  he  would  raife  the 
greateft  commotions  throughout  Wales.*  The  king,  refenting 
his  nephew's  difobedience,  commanded  his  military  tenants  to 
meet  him  at  Gloucefter,  and  from  thence  he  proceeded  with  a 
large  army  to  Shrewsbury. '  He  had,  alfo,  been  previoufly  en- 
couraged* to  this  undertaking,  under  aiTurances  of  aid,  by  Gryf- 
fydh ap  Madoc,  the  lord  of  the  Lower  Powys.  During  the  king's 
refidence  at  Shrewfbury,  which  was  fifteen  days,  many  Welfh 
and  Englifh  lords,  his  valfals,  gave  him  the  meeting;  all  of 
them  friendly  to  Gryffydh,  and  who  came,  in  concert  with 
his  wife,  to  fupport  the  negociation.* 

With  a  tendemefs  and  energy  of  fpirit,  which  mariced  a  fine 
and  juft  fenfibility,  that  lady  ftipulated  with  the  king  for  the  en- 

■  Matth.  Paris,  p.  506.    Brady,  p.  578.  *  Wdfli  Chroa.  p.  3po# . 

3  Matth.  Paris,  p^  506. 
4  Ralph  lord  Mortimer  of  Wigmorc,  Walter  CBfford,  Roger  de.  Mont  Alto 
lleward  of  Chefter,  Maelgon  ap  Maelgon,  Meredydh  ap  Rotpert  lord  of  Cydewen, 
Gryffydh  ap  Madoc  lord  of  Bromfield,  Howel  and  Meredydh  the  fons  of  Cynan  ap 
Owen  Gwynedh,  and  Gryffydh  the  fon  of  Gwenwynwyn  lord  of  the  higher  Powys. 
WellhChron^  p.  3011 
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largement  of    her  hufband,   on    the   following    terms;   that 
Gryflydh  fliould  pay  to  the  king  fix  hundred  marks,  on  con- 
dition that  he  caufed  Gryffydh  and  Owen  his  fon  to  be  delivered 
out  of  prifon ;  and  that  they  (hopld  ftand  to  the  judgment  of 
the  king's  court,  whether  by  law  they  ought  to  have  been  im- 
prifoned.    That  Gryffydh  and  his  heirs  ftiould  alfo  ftand  to  the 
judgment  of  the  king's  court,  concerning  that  portion  of  the 
inheritance  of  Llewelyn  his  father,  which  of  right  appertained 
unto  him :  the  faid  Sina  undertaking  f®r  Gryffydh  and  his  heirs, 
that  they  fliould  pay  yearly  for  that  territory,  the  fum  of  three 
hundred  marks ;  whereof  the  ^ne  third  part  fliould  be  paid  in 
money,  the  lecond  in  cattle,  and  the  third  in  horfes,  by  the 
eftimation  of  impartial  men ;  and  that  the  fame  fliould  be  paid 
at  Michaelmas  and  Eafter,  by  even  portions,  into  the  hands  of 
the  flieriff  of  the  county  of  Salop.     Sina  farther  undertook  for 
Gryffydh  and  his  heirs,  that  they  fliould  obferve  the  peace  with 
David,  and  fuffer  him  quietly  to  enjoy  fuch  portions  of  his 
father's  inheritance  as  to  him  fliould  be  found  to  be  due.     She 
filfo  undertook  for  her  hufljand  and  his  heirs,  that  in  cafe  any 
Welfliman  fliould  hereafter  rebel  againft  the  king,  they  at  their 
own  charges,  fliould  compel  the  offender  to  make  fatisfaftion/ 
For  the  performance  of  thefe  conditions,  flie  engaged  to  deliver 
tip  as  pledges  to  the  king,  David  and  Roderic  her  fops  f  but 
with  this  reftriaion,  that  if  either  Gryffydh  or  Owen,  fliould 
happen  to  die  before  his  delivery  out  of  prifon,  i^  fliould  be  law- 
ful for  Sina  to  have  one  of  her  fons  releafed,  the  other  remaining 


»  Brady,  vol.1,  p.  579.    Matth.  Paris,  55Q. 
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With  the  king  as  an  hoft^.  She  likewiie  fwoiie  upon  the  ho\f 
EvangeMs>  diat  Gryfiydh  and  his  heirs,  fhould  pun6hially 
perform  all  thefe  premiies;  and  fhe  farther  undertook,  that 
Gryfiydh  on  his  delivery  out  of  pnfon,  fhould  take  the  £une 
oath.  Sina»  in  the  name  of  her  huiband,  fubmitted  her&lf. 
as  to  the  obfervance  of  the  premiies,  to  the  jurifdiftion  of  the 
reverend  fathers  the  bifhops  of  Hereford  and  Litchfield.;  ta 
the  end  that  thofe  bifhops,  or  either  of  them,  at  the  kill's  re*- 
quefl,  fhould  compel  Gryfiydh  and  his  heirs  to  obierve  thefe  con- 
ditions, on  pain  of  excommunication  on  their  perfbns,  and  in-' 
terdi6lion  on  their  land ;  and  laflly,  that  her  hofband  fhould 
deliver  this  inflrument  in  writii^  to  the  king  in  the  form 
aforefaid.  To  this  compa6t:  both  parties  &t  their  feak  ;  Gryf* 
fydh  and  Slna  to  that  part  which  remained  with  the  king,  and 
the  king  to  that  part  which  remained  with  Sina.  In  ratification 
of  this  treaty,  the  lords  before-mentioned,  fwore  fiealty  to  the 
king,  and  pledged  themfelves  for  thepundhial  performance  o£ks 
feveral  articles.' 

A  DEEP  cloudy  at  this  period,  hung  over  David,  and  menaced, 
his  fafety.     The  king  of  England,  advancmg  towards  Chcflef, 
at  the  head  of  a  large  army,  had  entered  the  frontiers  of  his 
country  j*  many  of  the  Welfh  nobility  were  in  confederacy 

>  Appendix,  No»I.    Matth.  Paris,  p«55i*   WeUhChron.  p.  303.    Brady,  vol.  L 

*  The  approaches  into  Wales,  this  fummer,    had  been  rendered  Ycry  afy  by  a 
long  drought;  which,  havii»g  contiiMied  four  moatbsy  had  dried  up  t)ic  marflies. 
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agsdnft  hmii  in  favour  of  his  rival  and  the  ol^ed  .of  bis  .cruelty ; 
but  the.  ciirumftence  above  all  others  moft  likely  to  excite  his 
tWTor,  was  the  cehfure  of  the  church ;  which  hanging  over  his 
head,  like  a  fword  fuipended  in.  the  air,  left  him  only. .a  pre-*- 
carious  pofTeflion  of  his  throne/  :David  faw  Ae  ftorm.as  it  ga- 
thered round  him;  and  his  refolution  failing,  he  fent  an  offer  to  - 
Henry  to  rekafe  his  brother  out  of  prifon  ;  provided  that  he 
himfelf  might  be  taken  into  favour^  under.all  the  fecurity  whicli 
hoftages,  and  other  ties  could  give  for  his  future  fidelity.* 
'Henry  agreed  to  grant  his  nephew  pardon  and  peace  upon  the 
-terms  he'himfelf  had  cJfiered,  but  to  which  he  added  the  fol- 
:k)wing  conditions :  That  David  fhould  deliver  up  his  brother 
>'Gryfiydhiand  his  fon  Owen  to  the  king :  That  he  fhould  Aand 
to  the  j udgmcnt  of  the  king's  court,  whether  Gryffydh  ought  to 
be  imprifoned ;  and  alfo  for  the  portion  of  his  father's  inhe-*^ 
ritance,  which  he.  claimed  according  to  the  cuftom  of  Wales, ;, 
and  fhould  hold  that  land  of  the  king  in  capite  :  That  he  fhould 
deliver  up  to  Roger  de  Mont  Alto  fie  ward  of  Chefler,  his  land/ 

in  the  lordfhip  of  Mould,  with  all  its  appurtenances :  That  he 

« 

fhouldreflore  to  the  barons  all  fiich  land,^  lordfhips,  and. caflles, . 
which  had  been  taken  from  them  fince  the  commencement  of 
l:he  wars,  between  king  John  and  his  father  Llewelyn;  That  he : 
fhould  defray  all  the  charges  of  Henry  in  the  lafl. expedition-: 
That  he  fhould  make  fatisfadlion  for  all  the  injuries  done  by^ 
Kbn,  or  his  fubjefts,  .to  the  king  oc  his  peoples  That  he  fhould  > 
reftore  unto  him  all  the  homages  wliich  king  John  had  re- 
ceived, or  ought  to  have  received,  efpecially  from  the  noblemen . 

•  Mattb.  Paris,  p.  506.  »  Ibid, 
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;cf  Wales  :  That  the  lordftiips  of  Elefmere  and  Englefield  Ihould 
be  conveyed  to  the  king  for  ever :  That  he  fhould  not  receive 
any  of  the  king's  fubjefts  within  the  dominions  of  Wales,  who 
were  outlawed  or  banifhed :  And  laftly,  under  the  obligation  of 
giving  hoftages,  and  the  penalty  of  forfeiture,  that  he  fhould 
enter  into  the  moft  folemn  engagements,  that^he  would  never 
recede  from  Henry's  fervice,  that  he  would  obferve  all  his  com- 
mands, and  would  ftand  to  the  law  in  his  courts/ 


A.  D, 


As  a  pledge  of  his  fincerity,  that  he  really  intended  to  prefervc 
the  peace  according  to  this  treaty,  the  Welfh  prince  confented 
that  the  archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  the  biftiops  of  London,  Ely, 
Hereford,  and  Coventry,  ihould  be  arbitrators  between  him 
and  the  king ;  and  :that  he  himfelf  fhould  be  liable  to  their 
ecclefiaflical  cenfures,  if,  on  his  part,  any  of  the  articles  were 
violated.* 

A  PEW  months  after  the  peace  was  concluded,  David  re- 
paired to  the  Englifti  court ;  ^nd  having  performed  homage  to 
Henry,  and  given  him  the  flrongefi:  aflurances  of  his  fidelity, 
even  under  the  penalty  of  forfeiture  if  he  fhould  again  revolt, 
he  returned  with  a  fafe  condudl  into  Wales.'  The  Welfh  na- 
tion, at  this  difhonourable  period,  was  reduced  to  the  lowefl 


I  This  treaty  was  (igned  on  the  part  of  David,  by  the  bifhops  of  St.  Afaph  and 
Bangor,  at  Alnet  on  the  river  Elwy  near  St.  Afaph,  Wclfli  Chron.  p.  306,  Matth. 
Paris,  p.  552,     Brady,  vol.  I.  p.  580.    Rymcr,  p.  396,  397,  398. 

^  Welfh  Chr.  p.  306.    Brady,  p.  580.    M.  Paris,  p.  552, 
3  Welih^Chrom.  p.  307.     Matth.  Paris,  p.  506, 

ebb 


ffoaKVir;  DAVID  A P  LLEWELYN.  ^^ 

ft 

d^b  of  their  fortunes;  their  independency  gone,  their  prince* 
liie  acknowledged  vafTal  of ^  England,  and  ia* appearance  every* 
%ark  of  public  virtae  extinguiflied. 

Though r  the  treaty  had  been  ratified,  David  was  not  entirely* 
divefted  of  his  fears.  He  fent  privately  to  Henryv  defiring,' 
that  being  his  nephew,  he  might  continue  to:  enjoy  the  princi*^ 
pality  of  Wales  in  preference  to  GryfFydh",  who  was  not  related^ 
to  the  kinga  He  likewife  infmuated,  that  by  fetting  Jiis  brother 
at  liberty,  he  let  loofe  a  fpirit  that  would  raife  divifions  ia 
the  country,  and  adminifter  caufes  for  continual  wars."  Coin- 
ciding but  too  well  with  the  wifhes  and  interefted  views  of 
Henry,  the  reafohs  which  were  offered  by  the  Welfh  prince  de». 
dded  the  fate  of  his  brother.  Having  received  him  from  tho 
hands  of  David,:  the  king  fent  the  unfortunate  Gryffydh,  and 
the  hoftages  lately  given  up,  to  London,  in  the  cuflxxiy  of  Sir 
John  de  Lexington,  with  orders  that  that  prince,  and  his  eldell  A.  p. 

I  J4'» 

fon  Owen,  fhould  be  confined  in  the  tower:*  a.  conduA  full  of 
meannefs  and  duplicity^  and  unworthy  of  a  great  monarch. 
The  king  likewife  ordered  a  noble. a  day  to.  be. allowed  him 
foe  his  maintenance. ' 

* 

Though  deferted  by  the  world,*  and  in  the  power  of  his  ^ene^ 

« 

mies,  one  friendly  bofom  was  flill .  alive  to  his  interefls.  His  < 
faithful  adherent  the  bifhop  of  Bangor  came  again  to  the  £ng«  - 

■  Welfh  Chr.  p.  307.  M.  Paris,  p.  $06.   Bradx,  p.  578. 
*  Matth.  Paris,  p.  506*    Welfh  Chron.  p.  ^07. 
^  JMattht^Parii,  p.545,    Hotifi^^ead,  p.  a^S.  . 
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liih  court,  to  intercede  mih  the  king  for  tb«  enlargement  of 
^Gryffydh ;  but,  humanity  and  juftice  not  mingling  m  Henry's: 
xouncils,  he  rge£led  every  follcitation  which  was  made  in  his 
favour.    Languifhing  two  years  in  confinement,  and  defpairing 
of  any  other  relief,  this  miferable  prince,  at  kngth,  attempted 
to  make  his  efcape ;  thinking  any  danger  preferable  to  A  fitua^ 
lion  fb  wretched,,  as  that  of  being  confiined  in  a  foreign  priibn, 
during  his  life^  die  vi£)im  of  ftate  policy.    One  night,  having 
deceived  his  keepdrs^  he  got  out  of  the  window,  and  with  a 
Mnt  which  he  had;  made  by  fafteniitg  together  pieces  of  the 
tapeflry  of  his  chamber;  the  fheets  belonging  to  his  bed^  and 
the  napkins  that  covered  his  tabk,  he  attempted^  to  let  himfelf 
down  from  the  tower,  in  which  he  was  confined.    But  beisng 
^ry  corpuledt,  after  he:  had  defcendcd  a  little  way,  his  we^ht 
broke  the  line,  and  he  fell  into  the  ditch  with  fach  violence, 
that  his  head  amd  neck  vrefe  nearly  driven  into  his  body  j  in 
which  fituition  hfe  was  found  in  the  morning;'     HTis  (on  Owen^i 
and  Sina  his  wife!,  who  had  fhared  in  Ms  tedious  captivity,  vwrt 
A.  D.     the  witnefles  of  this  melancholy- fpe^ldcle/   Thiedifafter,  infteid 
ift^of     of  raifing  Henry'^  pity,  was  a  reafon  witfe  that  piince  for  titeat- 
28th  of    ing  his  fon  with  greater  rigour,  by  rendering  hiu  confinement 
^^'^     '  more  clofe.'    The  reader  will  feel  an  emotion  of  forrow  at  the 
fate  of  this  gallaM  prince ;  who,  in  a  fort»gii  counts^,  and  im- 
pelled by  the  firft  law  of  nature,  ftll  a  viaim  to  the  defigns  of 
ah  ambifiovis'  brothel,  to  the  perfidious*  conduct  of  Henry,  and 
iiis  interefted  policy. 

»  Matth.  Par?s,  p»  J45.    Store's  Chron.  pr.  i86# 
*  Matth.  ?ari5,  p.  545*  »  Ibid. 
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To  ftrengthen  the  maritime  parts  of  Flintfliire,  the  Englifli 
king  repaired  the  fortifications  of  the  caftle  of  Diferth.  He  like- 
wife  exercifed  the  right  he  had  lately  acquired  as  the  fovereign  over 
Wales,  by  giving  to  Gryfiydh  the  fon  of  Gwenwynwyn,  his  in- 
heritance in  Powys ;  and  to  the  fons  of  Cynan  ap  Owen  Gwy- 
nedh,  their  territories  in  Meirionydh.' 

A  NEW  fcene  now  opens  to  our  view.  The  veil  is  drawn 
afide  which  had  of  late  concealed  from  the  Welfh  princes  the 
defigns  of  the  Englifh  monarch.  They  had  vainly  thought,  - 
though  reduced  to  a  ftate  of  vaffalage,  that  they  fliould  be  able  • 
to  ret^n  the  appearance  of  royalty,  and  fome  femblance  of  their 
ancient  grandeur.  They  did  not  rcfledl,  that  having  loft  the 
fubftance  of  power,  its  attendant  fhadow  would  foon  difappear. 
That  the  Wellh  might  no  longer  be  deluded  by  even  the  femblance 
of  freedom,  Henry,  already  in  poffeflion  of  the  fovereignty,  gave 
to  his  eldeft  fon  Edward  the  title,  of  prince  of  Wales/  The 
death  of  GryfFydh,  the  real  heir  to  the  crown,  though  it  could 
not  juftify  the  conduft,  might  give  it  a  colourable  pretext.*  At 
this  intelligence  David  revolted  from  his  allegiance,  alive  at  laft  ^-  P* 
to  a  fenfe  of  fhame  for  his  own  difhonour,  and  for  the  igno- 
minious fituation  of  his  countiy. 

> 

In  hopes  of  fecuring  his  fubjeds  from  the  various  and  in- 
creafing  oppreffions  of  the  Englifli  government,  David  folicited 

■  Wdih  Chron.  p.  308. 
*  Camden's  Brit.  Gibfon's  edit.  p.  695.  Polidore  Virgil,  p.  3 1  x  •   BiitUh  Ant.  Rev* 
by  Vaughan  of  Hengwrt,  p.  «9,  30.    Wclfli  Chron.  p.  309, 
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ihe  Pope's  prote£lion  ;  offering  to  hold  his  dominions  under  him 
as  a  fief  of  the  holy  fee/  and  to  pay  likewife  an  annual  tribute 
of  five  hundred  maiks  ;*  concluding,  that  if  he  and  his  peopk 
muft  be  the  vaffals  of  a  foreign  prince,  it  was  his  wifeft  couriie  to 
yield. obedience  to  a  power  which  was  fuperior  to  all  the  fove- 
reigns  in  Europe.  The  Pope,  acceding  to  the  propoGil^  apd 
having  received  a  large  fum  of  money  from  the  Welfli  prince> 
Yefled  the  abbots  of  Cymmer  and  Conway,  with  full  powers  to 
fit  as  a  court  of  inquiry ;  whether  David  was  under  the  influence 
of  terror  or  of  force,  at  the  time  he  confented  to  do  homage, 
and  to  be  tied  down  to  the  late  arbitrations.  If  an  improper 
influence  was  found  to  have  been  the  cafe,  they  were  then  to 
abiblve  him  from  the  oaths  and  the  other  engagements  which 
he  had  taken.  In  the  fulnel^  of  fpiritual  importance,  the  WeQh 
abbots  fiimmoned  king  Henry  to  appear  before  them  at  Caer- 
wys  i*  and  in  the  church*  of  that  town,  to  anfwer  the  com- 
plaints which  David  might  alledge  againft  him.  This  indignity 
was  highly  refented  by  the  king,  and  all  the  barons  of  England/ 
But  the  negociation  with  Rome  did  not  in  the  event  produce  any 
ufeful  effeft.  Henry,  acquainted  with  the  venality  of  that 
court,  and  that  he  might  not  be  bafiled  by  a  prince  fo  infig-* 
nificant  as  David,  made  larger  oflers ;  which,  agreeably  to  the 

A.  D.    verfatile  and  unprincipled  conduft  of  Rome,  turned  the  fcale  ia 

"*^'    favour  of  the  Englifh.* 

*  * 

'  Matth.  Paris,  p*552« 
•  Matth.  Wcftmin.  p.  139.    Matth.  Paris,  p.  5^0,  573.    Brady,  p.  592. 
s  Matth.  Paris,  p..  573*    Brady,  p,  592.    Welfli  Chron  p.  309,  fays  at  Creythynw 
•  Guflefind*  4  Matth.  Paris,  p.  573.    J.  Roffi,  Antiq.  Warwicenfis,  p.  i6a, 

^  Welfli  Chron.  p.  309.  Rymer,  toI.  L  p.  435,  430. 
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In  the  mean  time,  nnder  the  proteftion  of  the  Pope,  and  en- 
,  couraged  by  fo  potent  an  alkance,  David  had  made  an  incur- 
Hon  into  the  marches,  and  had  ravaged  the  eftates  of  the  Englifh 
lords.  Henry  was  at  this  time  in  Scotland ;  but,  during  his  ab« 
fence,  he  had  appointed  the  earl  of  Hereford,  the  earl  of  Clare, 
Thomas  de  Monmouth,  Roger  de  Mont  Alto,  and  others  of 
the  lords  marchers,  to  make  head  againft  the  Welfli,  and  to  check 
tiieir  depredations.'  Incurfions  continuing  to  be  carried  on  with 
terrible  devaftations,  the  king,  on  his  return  into  England,  fent 
Herbert  Fitz  Matbew,  with  three  hundred  horfe,  to  co-operate 
with  the  lords  of  the  marches.*  Before  hi^  arrival,  the  Welfli 
prince  had  routed  the  forces  of  the  earl  of  Hereford,  and  Ralph 
de  Mortimer ;  the  former  lord  having  in  fome  meafure  been  the 
caufe  of  this  infurreflion, ,  by  detaining  from  David  a  certain 
diftrift  of  land,  which  had  been  the  property  of  his  wife,'  and 
who  was  fifter  to  that  nobleman.  Thcfe  difafters  alarmed  king^ 
Henry,  and  created  great  indignation  among  the  Englifli.  But 
his  finances  were  fo  much  exhauftcd,  and  his  credit  fo  low,  that 
the  parliament  refufed  him  the  means  of  carrying  on  the  war  ;♦ 
thinking,  it  is  probable,  that  the  Welfh  were  neither  much  to 
be  blamed,  nor,  if  allowed  to  remain  unmolcfted,  were  they 
much  to  be  feared. 

Unchecked  by  any  national  force,   boftilities,  which  were    a.  D. 
carried  on  with  various  fuccefs,  continued  to  defolate  the  Borders.  loth'^of 


^ 
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»  Matth.  Paris,  p.  562.  Polidorc  Virgil,  p.  308,  fays,  that  in  this  entcrprife  David 
loft  the  greater  part  of  his  army,  and  that  he  repaired  to  Scotland,  to  incite  the  Scots 
prince  to  turn  his  arms  againft  Henry. 

*  Matth.  Paris,  p.  569,        J  Ibid.  4  Brady,  vol.  I.  p.  592.  M.  Paris,  p.  572. 
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In  the  courfe  of  which,  a  party  of  the  Welfh  had  been  drawn 
into  an  ambufeade  by  the  conftable  of  Montgomery  caftle,  and 
three  hundred  of  them  cut  in  pieces.'  To  revenge  this  lofs, 
David  fell  with  great  fury  on  the  eftates  of  the  Englifli  lords. 
This  inroad  was  oppofed  by  Herbert  Fitz  Mathew>  at  the  head 
of  the  militia  belonging  to  the  marches.  But  that  general^ 
breathing  the  fpirit  of  revenge,  and  unacquainted  with  the  coun- 
try, foon  led  the  Englifh  army  into  a  difficult  fituation;  in 
which  they  were  fuddenly  attacked  by  the  Welfh,  who  were 
potted  upon  the  heights  adjacent,  and  from  thence  much  annoyed 
their  enemies  by  a  fliower  of  ftones,  arrows,  and  darts*  In  this 
rude  encounter,  Herbert  Fitz  Mathew  was  killed  by  a  large  ftone 
rolled  down  from  the  mountains.  The  Englifh,  difpirited  by 
the  lofs  of  their  leader,  retreated  with  precipitation  out  of  the 
country.  This  fuccefs  animated  the  Welfh  to  purfue  their  de* 
^aftations  with  increafed  vigour  and  fury.  But  they  foon  after 
fuftained  the  lofs  of  two  hundred  men  in  another  ambufeade 
near  the  caftle  of  Montgomery.  Incenfed  at  this  difafter,  and 
taking  advantage  of  the  general  confternation,  the  prince  of 
Wales  laid  liege  to  the  caftle  of  Mold,  which  he  took  by  ftorm> 
and  put  all  the  garrifon  to  the  fword ;  the  governor,  Roger  de 
Mont  Alto^  having  efcaped  the  danger,  he  not  being  in  the  for- 
trefs  at  the  time  it  was  taken.  Thefe  bloody  events  heightened 
the  fiercenefs  of  the  war,  and  it  was  henceforwaid  carried  oa 
with  a  favage  and  unrelenting  fury ;  neither  of  the  parties  fparing 
&e  age>  nor  fex>  nor  condition  of  their  enemies** 

*  Matth.  Paris,  p.  575.  *  Ibid.  p.  576. 
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David  was  now  fummoned  to  appear,  with  all  the  barons 
of  Wales,  in  the  king's  court  at  Weftminfter,  to  do  homage,  and 
to  anfwer  for  the  depredations  winch  they  had  lately  committed^ 
About  twenty  of  the  Welfti  nobility  made  their  appearance.  In- 
ftead  of  obeying  the  fummons,  the  prince  of  Wales  appears  to 
have  amufed  the  Englifh  court  by  a  treaty ;  which  having  mif- 
carried,  the  moft  formidable  preparations  were  made  by  Henry 
for  the  entire  conqucft  of  the  country/ 


38? 


The  revolt  now  wore  a  moft  ferious  afpef^.  The  Englifh 
parliament  therefore,  not  only  gave  the  neceffary  fupplies,  but 
thought  proper  tliat  the  king  fhould  in  pcrfon  go  into  Wales  5 
to  give  an  early  check  to  David's  career, '  and  to  punifh  the  re- 
bellion of  an  infolent  vaflTal.  It  was  on  this  occafion,  that  an 
extraordinary  afleffment  of  forty  fhillings  took  place  for  every 
knights  fee,  called  the  fcutage  of  Gannock/  Summonfes  were 
fent  to  all  the  barons  and  others  who  held  of  the  king  by  knights 
fervice  and  feijeantry  to  be  ready  to  march  into  Wales,  or  to 
fend  thither  their  fervices.*  Orders  were  likewife  fent  to  Henry's 
jufticiary  in  Ireland,  that  a  diverfion  fhould  be  made  from  thence 
on  the  ifland  of  Anglefey  ;*  and  for  that  purpofe  he  was  to  pro- 
vide  the  choiceft  of  his  foldiersj  he  was  alfo  to  furnifh  the 
neceffary  provifions  for  the  army  which  was  to  be  employed 
in  the  Welfh  expedition/ 


A.  D. 

June 


■  Rymer,  p.  4^7'"4$»' 
^  Carte's  Hift.  England,  toI.  IL  p.  82,  from  Rotul.  Pip.  30  Hen.  IIL  Ozon. 
3  Rymer,  p.  433*    Brady,  vol.  !•  p.  591.     Matth.Paris^  p.  580* 
4  Welih  Chrottf  p*  310*  ^  Rymer^  p.  j^u 
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It  was  about  the  middle  of  Auguft  that  Henry  entered  the 

confines  of  Wales.     By  that  time,  the  Irifh  had  made  a'defcent 

A.  D.     upon  Anglefey,  and  had  dreadfully  ravaged  that  ifland  j '   but 

"^^*     not  being  properly  fupported  by  the  Englifti  king,  who  had  been 

too  flow  in  his  movements,  they  were  alTailed  by  the  inhabitants, 

when  loaded  with  plunder,  and  were  driven  back  to  their  ftiips.* 

The  Englifli  army  was  too  powerful  for  David  to  refifl:  in 
the  open  field  j  he  therefore  retired  to  the  mountains  of  Snowdun, 
leaving  Henry's  march  open  and  unmolefted,  until  he  had  ad- 
vanced to  the  arm  of  the  fea,  which  is  oppofite  to  Conway.  Not 
daring  to  pafs  that  river,  and  enter  into  the  mountainous  recefies 
<rf  the  country,  the  enemy  xmkea  and  in  flying  parties  hovering 
around  him,  Henry  halted  his  troops;  though  determined  that 
the  expedition  fliould  not  be  rendered  entirely  fruitlefs.  On  the 
point  of  a  promontory  which  projefts  into  the  fea,  were  the 
ruins  of  an  ancient  fortification;  once  a  Roman  ftation,  and 
which  had  been  afterwards  a  fortrefs  belonging  to  the  Welfli, 
called  Diganwy,  and  an  occafional  refidence  of  their  earlier 
princes.  Thinking  this  a  proper  fituation,  the  king  b«^an  to 
rebuild  this  cattle  j  the  garrifbn  of  which  might  be  able  to  inter- 
cept the  enemies  parties  whenever  they  made  incurfions  into 
England. '  But  the  Welfti  did  not  remain  unconcerned  fped:ators 
of  a  tranfaftion  of  fo  hoftile  a  nature  j  and  which,  if  fuflFered  to 
be  completed,  would  prove  the  deadly  dart,*  which  would  remain 
and  fetter  in  the  bofom  of  their  country. 

»  Matth.  Paris,  p.  599.  *  WelA  Chron.  p-  310. 

3  Mrinh.  Paris,  p.  597.  Henry  de  Knyghton  de  Eventibus  Anglia,  p.  i443*  Wclfti 

3  J  I.  4  Matth.  Paris  fays,  S/Jina  in  oculo. 

During 
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During  the  ten  weeks  which  Henry  had.  employed  in  ereOing 
this  fortrefs,  his  army,  which  lay  encamped  in  the  open  field, 
was  expofed  to  many  inconveniencies.  The  weather  growing 
exceedingly  cold  towards  the  cloie  of  the  fummer,  the  foldiers 
fufFered  much  by  being  thinly  dad,  and  by  having  no  other 
covering  than  tents  made  of  linen ;  the  troops,  likewifc,  weie,  at 
times,  reduced  to  great  diftrefs  by  a  fcarcity  of  provifions,'  re- 
ceiving only  a  precarious  fupply  from  Chefter  and  Ireland ;  they 
were  alio  much  harrafibd,  and  their  numbers  reduced^  by  the  in«- 
ceflant  attempts  which  the  Welih  made  in  the  night,  to  cut  d£ 
their  ftraggling  parties,  and  to  florm  their  camp»* 

In  this  perilous  ftatc,*  a  veflel  loaded  with  provifioHB,  arrived 
out  of  Ireland,  and  had  been  fuffered  to  run  aground  on  the 
Ihore  adjoining  to  Snowdun,  at  the  ebb  of  the  tide,  by  the 
negligence  of  the  mariners.  The  Welfh  did  not  n^ledl  this 
fortunate  occurrence,  but  ran  to  take  pofleffion  of  the  prize, 
by  this  time  laid  dry  on  the  flrand.  In  attempting  which,  they 
received  a  check  from  Sir  Walter  Biilet ;  who,  with  great  fpirit 
and  conduft,  defended  the  vefiel,  until  a  reinforcement  of  Welfh- 

'  The  bread  which  was  ufually  fold  for  one  farthing  now  fold  for  five-pence, 
a  hen  for  eight-pence ;  and  the  Engliili  had  in  their  camp  only  one  caik  of  wine, 
one  ox,  9nd  one  quarter  of  corn,  worth  twenty  fliillings. — Matth.  Paris,  p.  $98.— 
But,  perhaps,  a  refervation  was  made  for  a  due  fupply  of  provifions  for  the  caiU« 
of  Gannock ;  which,  it  appears,  was  completely  furiuihed  with  every  necefTary,  on. 
the  king's  departure, 

*  In  one  of  thefe  conflifts,  the  Englifh  having  the  advantage,  they  brought  ia 
triumph  to  their  camp,  the  heads  0  f  fiearly  one  hundred  WtUhmen.  See  Matth*  Paris, 
p.  598. 
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men,  who  were  Henry's  vaffals  in  the  marches,  had  crofled  the 
river,  and  had  come  to  his  relief.  Having  driven  off  the  aiTailants, 
the  Englifli  party  purfued  them  with  great  flaughter,  fix  miles, 
up  into  the  country ;  and,  on  their  return,  fluftied  with  fuccefs, 
pillaged  of  its  books  and  filver  cups,  the  abbey  of  Conway ;  a  re- 
ligious houfe  of  the  Ciftercian  Order.  They  then  fet  fire  to 
all  the  offices.  With  a  rage  that  bordered  upon  frenzy,  the  Welfh 
ran  down  from  the  mountains  to  preferve  that  venerable  pile, 
the  obje£t  of  their  piety,  and  which  had  lately  become  the  mau^ 
folaum  of  their  princes.  Finding  the  Englifh  overloaded  with 
fpoils,  they  flew  great  numbers,  and  wounded  others ;  many  alfb 
were  taken  prifoners ;  and  the  remainder,  to  avoid  the  fury  of 
the  Welfli,  plunged  into  the  Conway,  and  pcriflied  in  the  water. 
Befides  thofe  who  were  drowned,  feveral  gentlemen  of  rank,  and 
about  one  hundred  common  perfons,  fell  by  the  fword.  In  this 
day's  aflion,  the  fame  number  were  flain  on  the  fide  of  the  WeUh. 
The  foldiers  who  were  taken  alive,  were  at  firft  only  lodged  in 
confinement ;  but  the  Welfh,  being  informed  that  their  enemies 
had  lately  put  to  death  fome  lords  of  their  nation,  ordered  all 
the  prifoners  to  be  hanged ;  then,  cutting  off  their  heads,  and, 
with  a  barbarous  rage,  tearing  their  dead  bodies  in  pieces,  they 
threw  their  mutilated  limbs  into  the  Conway  water.'  Some 
colour  of  juftice,  indeed,  was  given  to  this  aft  of  ferocity;  many 
of  the  prifoners  being  Welihmen,  who,  under  the  command  of 
the  lords  of  Powys,  had  joined  the  enemies  of  their  country. 

>  Matth.  Paris,  p.  597,  598,  599.    This  account  is  given  by  an  Englifh  lord  ferring 
At  that  time  in  Henry's  army. 

■ 


•  • 


BookVIL  DAVID  AP   LLEWELYN. 

The  vcflcl  before-mentioned,  which  was  ftill  aground,  was 
again  violently  ailaulted,  and  as  bravely  defended,  until  mid- 
night, by  Sir  Walter  Biflet ;  when,  on  the  flowing  of  the  tide, 
and  the  fhip  being  afloat,  the  Welfh  were  obliged  to  retire. 
During  the  night,  the  party,  commanded  by  Sir  Walter,  was 
rcleafed  from  their  poft,  and  leaving  the  fhip,  efcapcd  to  the 
Englifli  camp.  In  the  morning,  it  bdng  then  low  water,  the 
Welfh  returned  to  the  veflel,  to  make  further  depredations  on 
their  prize;  and  finding  her  deferted,  carried  away  almoft  all 
the  wine,  and  the  remainder  of  the  cargoe.  Having  fo  far  fe- 
cured  this  valuable  prize,  a  part  of  which  confided  of  fifty- 
three  tons  of  wine,  they  fet  fire  to  the  fhip,  and  made  good  their 
retreat.  Seven  tons  only  were  faved  by  the  Englifh,  who  drew 
them  out  of  a  part  of  the  vefTel  which  had  not  been  confumed 
fey  the  fire/ 

Having,  at  length,  finifhed  the  important  fbrtrdfs  of 
Diganwy,*  in  the  face  of  the  Welfh,  and  agamfl  all  the  efforts 
they  had  ufed  to  prevent  it  j  Henry  left  in  that  caftte  a  nu- 
merous garrifbn,  well  fumifhed  with  viftuals  and  all  military 
implements ;  and  being  unable  to  continue  any  longer  in  this 
fituation,  his  provifions  being  exhaufled,  and  the  winter  being 
near,  he  returned  at  the  end  of  Oftober,  with  the  remainder  a.  d. 
of  his  army,  into  England.'  ^^'^^^ 

'  During  thefe  tran&^^ionsy  David  the  prince  of  Wales,  being  fick  and  oppreiled 
^ith  cares,  {requently  rttired  to  his  camp  at  Tintaiol^  to  refrelh  himfelf,  and  re- 
cover from  the  fatigues  of  war.    M atth«  Paris,  p.  599* 

*  Called  Cannock  hj  the  Englifli.  >  M atth*  Paris,  p.  $99* 
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Many  caufes  confpired  to  render  deplorable  the  fituation 
of  the  Welfh.  No  party  of  theirs  could  move  towards  the 
Chefhire  frontier,  but  they  were  liable  to  bc-cut  off  by  the  gar- 
rifon  of  the  new  fortified  caftle  of  Diganwy.  Anglefey,  the 
granary  of  Wales,  had  been  fo  entirely  laid  wafte  by  the  Irifh, 
that  no  advantage  could  be  derived  from  thence;  nor  could  they 
be  fupplied  with  provifions  from  other  parts,  as  orders  had 
been  given  by  the  Englifh  king  in  the  marches  and  in  Ire- 
land, that,  on  pain  of  death,  no  merchandize  whatever,  or 
viftuals'  fhould  be  carried  into  Wales-*  He  had  likewife  or- 
dered all  the  fait '  works  to  be  deftroyed  in  the  country.* 
What  heightened  ftill  more  the  public  diftrefs,  the  territories 
of  the  Welfli  prince  were  reduced  within  the  limits  of  Meirionydh, 
and  the  prefent  county  of  Caernarvon,  and  to  the  barren  parts 
of  the  adjoining  country ;  and,  it  is  probable,  too,  that  befides 
the  ufual  inhabitants,  thofe  mountains  were  at  this  time 
crowded  with  people,  who  had  fled  out  of  the  valleys  for  pro- 
teflion/  In  fuch  a  fituation,  the  Welfh  had  no  alternative  but 
famine,  or  fubmiflion  to  Henry's  authority. 

In  this  feafon  of  qommon  calamity,  the  rage  of  contending 
parties  was  fufpended ;  and  all  the  chieftains  of  Wales,  retain- 

I  By  this  prohibitioii  of  the  Englifh  king,  fuch  was  the  fcarcity  of  provifions, 
that  a  famine  had  nearly  taken  place  in  Chefler,  and  in  the  adjacent  country.  Matth. 
Paris. 

*  Rymer,  vol.  I.  p«  440.     Matth.  Paris,  p.  599. 
Puteoi  Salinarum  de  ffltz.  Matth.  Paris.  4  Matth,  Paris,  p.  599. 

i  Ibid.  p.  6oo. 

ing 


Book7IL         DAVID  AP  LLEWELYN,  395 

ing  no  longer  their  animofities,  and  uniting  in  a  generous  con^ 
federacy,  gave  to  their  fovereign  the  moft  folemn  affurances  of 
perpetual  allegiance/  But  their  oflFers  of  aid,  or  their  vows  of 
fidelity,  had  no  power  of  affording  relief  to  David ;  the  miferies 
of  his  country,  and  the  profpeiSl  which  was  opening  before  him, 
had  broken  his  fpirit ;  and,  a  few  months  after,  finking  under 
the  weight  of  forrow,  lamented  by  his  fubjefts,  and  rifing  in 
their  efleem,  he  died  *  at  Aber,  a  palace  in  which  he  ufually  a,  d. 
refided,  upon  the  fea  coafl  in  Caernarvonfhire.  This  prince  left  joth^of 
no  ilTue,  and  was  buried  in  the  abbey  of 'Conway.'  ^^^^ 

We  have  now  feen  the  Welfh  nation  fubjeft  to  the  mofl  dif- 
tant  extremes  of  fortune.  Their  annals,  in  rapid  fucceflion,  are 
marked  with  flriking  viciffitudes.  Influenced  by  fudden,  and 
often  by  hidden  fprings,  we  have  feen  them,  by  uniting  their 
flrength,  and  exerting  its  force,  rifing  up  to  the  height  of  prof- 
perity;  and  then,  from  caufes  which  were  equally  capricious, 
falling,  in  a  moment,  into  difunion  and  vafialage. 

*  Wynne's  Hift.  Wales,  p.268t        *  Matth.  Paris,  p«6o8,  6io. 

^  Wynne's  Hift.  Wales,  p.  26S. 
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BOOK    VIII. 


FROM  THE  ACCESSION  OF  OWEN  AND  LLEWELYN  THE 
SONS  OF  GRYFFYDH  AP  LLEWELYN  AP  JORWERTH,  TO 
THE  DEATH  OF  LLEWELYN  AP  GRYFFYDH. 


On  the  death  of  the  late  prince,  the  WeKh  nobility  ele£ted-  A.  D. 
Owen  and  Llewelyn  joint  fovcreigns  of  North  Wales.    Thefe 
young  princes  were  the  fons  of  Gryfl^dh  ap  Llewelyn,  who 
fome  years  before  had  been  killed  by  attempting  to  efcape  out  of 
the  tower  of  London,' 

Owen  had  Aiared  in  the  captivity  of  hb  father,  but  was  af-- 
terwards  taken  into  Henry's  favour,  and  appears  to  have  been 
highly  carefled  in  the  Engliih  court.  Receiving  intelligence  of 
the  late  events,  he  fuddenly  withdrew  out  of  England,  and. 
fbrtunateiv  effefted  his  efcaoe  into  Wales.^    The  voune  orince 


I  Welfh  Chron.  p.  3i4« 
I 


'^  Mitth»  Fans,  y.  6o8« 


Llewelyn, 
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Llewelyn,  before  his  acceffion  to  the  throne,  had  refided  at 
Maefmynan  near  Caerwys  in  Flintfliire ;  and  poffeffcd,  as  the 
patrimony  which  he  had  received  from  his  father,  the  cantrevs 
of  Engleficld,  Dyffryn-Clwyd,  Rhos,  and  Rhy vonioc  $  all  of 
which  he  had  held,  during  the  late  reign,  in  oppofition  to  his 
uncle  David,  and  the  Englifti  monarch.' 

Oppressed  by  the  hated  laws  of  England,  the  Welfh,  at  this 
period,  had  neither  opportunity  nor  fpirit,  to  carry  on  commerce, 
nor  to  cultivate  their  land,  and  in  confequence  were  perifhing 
by  famine :  they  were  likewife  deprived  of  the  ufual  pafturage 
for  their  cattle :  and,  to  recite  the  words  of  an  old  writer, 
expreflive  of  their  bondage,  "  the  harp  of  the  churchmca  is 
*^  changed  into  forrow  and  lamentations :  the  glory  of  their 
^^  proud  and  ancient  nobility  is  faded  away/'  * 

In  this  ftate  of  their  country,  the  Welfti  princes  thought  it 
prudent,  upon  their  acceffion,  to  conclude  a  peace  with  the 
Englifli  king,  •  on  the  following  fevere  conditions  ;  of  yielding 
up  for  ever  the  cantrevs  of  Rhos,  Rhyvonioc,  DyfFryn-CIwyd, 
and  Englcfield,  being  all  the  country  from  the  frontier  of 
Oiefhire  to  the  water  of  Conway.'    They  were  likewife  obliged 

'  Htft.  Gwedir.Familyy  p.  28. 
*  The  billiop  of  St.  David,  ts  faid,  at  this  time,   to  have  died  of  grief,  and  the 
biihop  of  Llandaff  to  have  been  ftrickcn  blind :   the  bifhops  of  Bangor  and  St. 
Afaph,  likewife,  on  their  bilhopricks  being  entirely  ruined,  were  under  the  neceffity 
9      €){  fupplicating  alms,  as  a  means  of  fubfiftence.    Vide  Matth.  Paris,  p.  642. 

3  Cynvy  or  CbUf  Waters 

to 
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to  ferve  in  Wales,  or  in  the  marches,  with  one  thoufand  foot 
and  twenty-four  horfe,  armed  and  well  appointed  at  their  own 
expence,  whenever  they  were  called  upon ;  but  with  five  hun- 
dred infantry  only,  when  the  fervicc  fhould  require  that  duty 
to  be  performed  in  any  other  place :  The  homage  and  fervicca 
of  all  the  barons  in  Wales  were  to  remain  with  the  kingS:  of 
England  for  ever :  If  there  (hould  be  any  infringement  of  the 
peace  on  the  part  of  the  Welfh  princes,  an  entire  forfeiture  of 
their  territories  was  to  be  the  confequence.  For  thefe  conceffions, 
after  the  two  princes  had  performed  theirhomage,  Henry  granted     A.  Di 

I  i  A-t  * 

them  a  full  pardon,  and  the  enjoyment  of  the  refidue  of  North-    3^^  o( 

Henry  lllu 

Wales,  to  be  held  under  the  crown  of  England  for  ever.' 

The  country  from  Chefter  to  the  river  Conway,  which  had 
been  given  by  Henry  as  an  appennage  to  his  fon  prince  Ed- 
ward, was,  at  this  time,  let  out  to  farm  to  Alan  de  Zouch,  an 
Englifh  baron,  for  eleven  hundred  marks.*     He  fuperfeded  John    A.  D- 
de  Grey,  who  was  to  have  held  it  for  the  leffer  fum  of  five  hun-    35th  of 

(][enrv  111- 

dred.'  The  Welfh,  likewife,  early  tailed  another  bitter  fruit  of 
their  fubjedtion  j  a  talliage  having  been  laid  upon  all  that  territory 
which  had  been  lately  ceded  in  Wales,  to  defray  the  expence 
of  Henry's  intended  expedition  into  the  Holy  Land/ 

I  Rytner,  p.  443*  About  this  time,  the  abbots  of  Strata-Florida  and  Conway  pro- 
cured from  the  EngUfii  king  the  body  of  the  late  Gryffydh  ap  Llewelyn,  which 
they  fafcly  conveyed  to  the  abbey  of  Conway,  where  the  remains  of  that  prince 
were  honourably  interred.    Welfh  Chr.  p.  319. 

*  Brady,  vol.  I.  p.  605.  J  Matth.  Paris,  p.  705. 

4  Carte's  Hift.  Eng.    Inter,  CommuAia,  Trin.  Term.  36  Hen.  III.. 

For 
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For  fome  years  the  Welfh  nation,  difpirited  and  inaftivc,  had 
loft  with  their  freedom  every  trace  of  their  national  chara6ter ; 
until  the  demon  of  difcord,  reviving  their  fpirit  and  genius, 
roufed  it  once  again  into  a6):ion. 

A.  D.  Owen,  the  eldeft  of  the  reigning  Welfh  princes,  not  endur- 
ing a  partner  in  the  throne,  drew  in  David  his  younger  brother, 
to  engage  with  him  in  hoftilities  againft  Llewelyn.  The  two 
brothers,  in  purfuance  of  their  ambitious  defigns,  took  the 
field  with  a  confiderable  force ;  and  fighting  with  Llewelyn,  their 
army  was  routed,  after  a  long  and  bloody  engagement,  and 
they  themfelves  taken  prifoners,  and  iecured  in  confinement; 
leaving  to  that  prince  the  fole  pofleffion  of  what  remained  of 
this  mutilated  kingdom/ 

The  eyes  of  the  Welfli  nobility  were  at  length  opened  s  a 
feries  of  injuries  had  awakened  them  into  a  fenfe  of  their  loft 
condition.  Actuated  by  one  common  fpirit,  the  chieftains  of 
Wales  reforted  to  Llewelyn  i  and  complained  of  the  grievances 
which  they  had  long  endured  from  prince  Edward,  and  from 
the  lords  of  the  marches ;  that  their  eftates  had  been  taken  from 
them  by  force,  without  any  colour  of  juftice;  and  that  they 
were  alfo  treated  with  feverity,  whenever  they  committed  the 
fmalleft  ofFente;  but  that  they  themfelves  could  obtain  no  re- 
drefs,  for  any  injury  which  was  done  them  by  the  Englifti.* 
In  the  moft  folemn  manner,  and  with  an  afHidled  though  manly 

9 

«  Wtlfli  Chron»  p,  319,  Anaalcs  Burton,  p.  386.       ^  Wclih  Chro»«  p.  3^0. 

fpirit^ 
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ipiiit,  they  declared ;  that  they  would  rather  die  in  the  field  iiv 
defence  of  their  natural  rights,  than  be  fubjeft  any  longer  to 
fo  cruel  and  oppreffive  an  enemy,  Neceffity,  virtue,  and  defpair, 
influenced  Llewelyn  to  fecond  their  ardour.  They  all  deter- 
mined to  refcue  their  country  from  its  vile  dependence  upon  A.  D. 
England,  or  bravely  to  perifh  amidft  the  ruins  of  its  freedom/ 

When  men  meet  to  deliberate,  and  form  a  rcfolution  to  revolt, 
a  decifive  condu6l  fhould  then  take  place  of  feeble  and  tempo- 
rifing  meafures.  The  conduft  of  Llewelyn,  on  this  important 
occafion,  was  equally  rapid  and  decifive.  He  recovered  Meiri-^ 
onydh,  and  the  inland  country  of  North  Wales  which  had  been 
lately  ceded  to  Henry  j  and  alfb  fuch  territories  in  Caerdigan, 
as  were  in  the  poflefiion  of  prince  Edward  ;  and  the  diflri£t  alio 
of  Gwrthrynion,  the  property  of  Sir  Roger  Mortimer.* 

The  fummer  following  he  made  an  incurfion  into  Powys,  and 
fubdued  a  great  part  of  the  territory  which  belonged  to  Gryfiydh 
ap  Gwenwynwyn ;   to  revenge  the  bafenefs  of  his  condudl  in    A.  d. 

I2C6. 

taking  part  with  the  Englifli  king.'   With  a  fpirit,  which  marked   40th  of 

Hen.  Ill, 

a  liberal  and  penetrating  mind,  the  prince  of  W  ales  divided  among 
the  chiefs,  his  aflbciatcs  in  th^  war,  the  eftates  he  had  conquered.* 
It  was  certainly  a  right  conduft  in  Llewelyn,  having  put  his 
life  and  his  crown  to  tlie  hazard,  to  fccure  the  attachment  of 
interefted  chieftains,  by  fuch  an  aflf  of  princely  munificence* 

'  Matth.  Paris,  p.  Ho6.  *  Wtlfli  Chron.  jp.  320. 

'  Itfatth.  Pan5,  ^.  806,  *^  W^lfli  Chron.  p.  320* 

F  f  f  Alarmed 
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Alarmed  at  a  revolt,  direfted  by  a  common  fpirit  of  union, 
Henry  fent  a  large  army  by  fea  to  Cacrmarthen,  to  the  afliftance 
of  his  vaffals  in  5outh  Wales ;  which,  having  laid  fiege  to  the 
caftle  of  Dinevawr,  was  defeated  by  the  forces  of  Llewelyn,  with 
the  lofs  of  two  thoufand  men*  After  this  viftory,  the  Welfh 
army  laid  wafte  the  country  of  Pembroke,  deftroying  in  its 
march  the  caftles  of  Abercorran,  Llanftephan,  Maenclochoc,  and 
A.  p,  'Arberth;  and  then  returned,  with  the  fpoils  which  had  been 
taken  from  the  enemy,  into  North  Wales." 


1256, 


It  is  not  to  be  fuppofed,  that  Edward,  a  prince  of  the  age 
of  feventeen,  full  of  fire  and  ambition,  would  fee  without  emo- 
tion the  progrefs  of  Llewelyn,  and  the  many  valuable  territories, 
which  that  prince,  his  rival  in  glory,  had  lately  torn  from  him/ 
His  father  being  unwilling,  or  wliat  is  more  probable,  unable  to 
aflift  him  with  money,  the  young  prince  applied  to  his  uncle  the 
carl  of  Cornwall;  who  lent  him  four  thoufand  marks  to  carry  on 
the  war.  But  the  heavy  rains  which  fell  during  the  winter, 
A.  D.  raifed  the  rivers  fo  much,  as  to  overflow  the  marfhes ;  whence  the 
progrefs  which  he  made  againft  the  enemy  was  very  inconfiderable, 
and  bore  no  proportion  to  his  fpirit,  or  his  thirft  after  fame.* 

The  Wclfli,  cxpofed  to  the  rapacity  of  a  Farmer  General,  and 
their  countiy  often  fold^  to  the  beft  bidder,  experienced  another 
fevere  caufe  of  complaint.    Sir  GcofFry  de  Langley '  had  been  ap*- 

* 

1  Welih  Chroo.  p.  320,  yai.  *  Matth.  Paris,  p.  805. 

3  Brady,  p.  721,  810,    It  is  probable  that  he  fucceeded  Alan  de  Zouch,  who  bad! 
brought  into  England  much  treafurc  ia  carts  out  of  WaUs. 

pointed 
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pointed  to  fupcrintend  that  diftridt  which  lies  between  Chefter 
and  the  water  of  Conway,  and  to  colleft,  in  behalf  of  prince 
Edward,  his  revenue  j  the  payment  of  which  had  been  lately  im- 
pofed  upon  the  inhabitants  of  that' country.'  The  rigour  with 
which  he  exacted  this  talliage,  had  excited  among  the  Welfh 
the  higheft  diiguft.  Againft  every  principle  of  true  policy  and 
juflice,  Edward  alfo  attempted  to  introduce,  on  a  fudden,  the 
Englifh  laws  into  this  part  of  Wales  j*  and  in  order  to  give  them 
proper  force  and  efFedl,  he  endeavoured  to  eflablifh  courts  of 
juftice  in  every  hundred,  and  in  every  county,'  The  defign  fpread 
a  general  alarm.  Horror^  and  the  keeneft  indignation  were  ex- 
cited, when  the  Welfh  faw  an  odious  and  foreign  jurifdi6tion 
rifing  into  a  fyftem  on  the  ruins  of  their  native  laws ;  objefts 
which  they  loved  with  a  tender  afFeftion,  and  revered  with  a  pious 
enthufiafm ;  as  the  types  of  their  ancient  glory,  and  as  almoit  the 
only  veftige  which  remained  of  the  Britifh  empire.  Private  injury 
and  partial  oppreilion  had  hitherto  met  with  partial  refentment. 
But  there  is  a  degree  of  oppreflion,  which  will  urge  into  refiftance 
even  men  who  are  cowards  by  nature,  and  who  are  loft  to  every 
fentiment  of  virtue.  What  efforts  then  might  not  be  expefted 
from  the  Welfh;  a  people,  brave  and  ii-afcible,  and  who  were 
bred  upon  their  mountains  the  indigenous  children  of  freedom  ? 

Such  was  their  fenie  of  injuries  and  irritated  fpirit,  that  the   a.  d. 
Welfh  joined  Llewelyn  in  fuch  numbers,  that  he  foon  raifed  a    40th  of 

Henry  III. 

t  Matth.  Paris,  p.  805.   Brady,  p.  620.  *  Brady,  p.  6o(« 

3Xartc's  Hift.  Eiigland,  vol,  IL  p.  1x0,  from  Chron.  Dunftaple,  p.  321. 

F  f  f  2  very 
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very  formidable  force,  equipped  in  all  points,  and  armed  agree* 
ably  to  the  cuflom  of  the  country.  For  the  greater  eafe  of  pro- 
curing provifions,  he  divided  it  into  two  bodies,  each  of  which 
confided  of  thirty  thoufand  men  j  attended  likewife  by  a  fquadron 
of  five  hundred  horfe,  elegantly  appointed  and  entirely  covered 
with  armour.  With  this  formidable  force,  the  Wellh  prince  laid 
wafte  the  frontier,  on  each  fide  of  the  river  Dee  to  the  gates  of 
Chefter.*  The  prince  of  England,  unabk  to  refift  the  violence 
of  fuch  a  multitude,  and  which  by  its  own  weight  had  borne 
down  all  oppofition,  retreated  to  his  uncle  the  king  of  the 
Romans :  by  whofe  afliftance,  having  augmented  his  forces,  he 
returned  into  Wales ;  but  was  ftill  too  weak  ta  encounter,  or 
even  to  give  any  check  to  the  prbgrefs  of  the  Welfh  army ;  al* 
though  Edward  had  been  lately  joined  by  Gryfiydh  ap  Madoc^ 
the  lord  of  the  Lower  Powys/ 

The  natives  of  South  Wales,  animated  with  the  fame  generous 
Ipirit,  had  joined  in  the  common  caufe.'  In  fupport  of  this 
union,  Llewelyn  made  an  inroad  into  that  country,  and  making 
himfelf  mafter  of  two  caftles,  and  of  feveral  difl:ri(fts  belonging 
to  the  enemy,  he  returned  towards  North  Wales  j  but  was  inter- 
cepted  in  the  courfe  of  his  march  by  the  prince  of  England.  In 
A.  D.  attempting  to  oppofe  the  progrefs  of  the  prince  of  Wales,  Ed- 
41ft  or  ward  received  a  confiderable  check  in  the  Marches,  and.  was 
obliged  to  retire  before  the  Welfh  army.*    Purfuing  his  route> 

«  Chron.  ThomaB  Wyke^  p.  50.     Matth.  Paris,-  p.  805,  806,  8ro. 
*  This  chieftaiA  refided  in  the  caflle  of  Dinas-Bran,  near  Llangollen  in  Denbigh* 
fliire.    Welih  Chron.  p.  321. 
)  Holinihead,  p«255.  4  Matth.  Paris,  p»8io«   Welfh  Chron.  p.  321,  328^ 

Llew- 
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Lkwelyn  then  laid  waftc  the  territories  of  GryfFydh  ap  ^ 
in  refentment  of  liis  late  coadu£^/ 
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The  vanity  of  Edward  was  wounded  by  the  difgrace  which 
his  fame  as  a  foldier  had  lately  fuilained ;  an  affront  which  he 
never  forgave ;  and  if  his  fpirit  and  ambition  prompted  him  to 
the  conqueft  of  the  country,  he  was  equally  fpurred  on  by  prid# 
and  refentment  againfl  Llewelyn,  his  rival  in  arms  and  his  com* 
petitor  for  glory.  In  the  fituation  of  the  two  princes,  it  was 
not  likely  that  the  difpute  would  be  of  long  continuance^  it 
muft  foon  ceafe  by  the  ruin  or  by  the  death  of  one  of  the 
competitors^ 

The  king  of  the  Romans,  defirous  of  mediating  between  the 
two  hoftile  powers,  fent  a  letter  to  the  prince  of  Wales ;  mildly    j^^  j^ 
requefting,  that  he  would  defifl:  from  making  any  farther  depre-    ^f^^^ 
dations.     But  Llewelyn,  taking  advantage  of  the  rainy  feafon,  ^^*  ^^^" 
and  knowing  that  the  marihes  were  inacceflible,*  inftead  of  re- 
tiring from  the  field,  laid  fiege  to  the  caftle  of  Diganwy ;  on 
the  poffeffipn^  of  which  he  muft  know,  that  thte  fate  of  his  coun^ 
try  would  in  a  great  meafure  depend.'     Alarmed  for  the  fafcty 
of  thii  important  fortrefs,  Henry,  who  had  been  hitherto  aa 
unconcerned  fpeftator^  refolved  to  go  into  Wales  ;  and  in  perfoa 
to  condu^k  a  war,  which  had  proved  fo  unprofperous  under  the^ 
condu6l  of  his  fon.  He  difpatched  orders  to  his  vaflals  in  Ireland^, 
to  make  a  defcent  upon  the  iQand  of  Anglefey^  that  by  defpoiling, 
that  country,   he  might  dry  up  the  Iburce  from  whence  the 


»  Msutb,  Paris,  9, 8o6t 


»  Ibkl  s*  8iOt 


3  WdibCliKm.  F.3ar. 

Wclih 


4o6  LLEWELYN    AP    GRYFFYDH.        Book  VIIL 

Welfh  had  ufually  received  a  great  part  of  their  fuftenance.  He 
fummoned  all  his  military  tenants  in  the  north,  and  in  the  middle 
of  England,  to  meet  him  on  the  eleventh  of  Auguft  at  Chefter ; 
he  likewife  appointed  thofe  of  the  weft  to  aflemble  at  Briftol, 
with  orders  to  invade  South  Wales,  under  the  command  of  the 
carl  of  Gloucefter.  He  was  in  hopes,  that  by  entering  the  coun* 
try  in  feveral  places,  and  in  different  divifions,  he  might  diftraft 
the  attention  of  the  enemy,  and  divide  their  force,' 

On  the  advance  of  the  Engliih,  Llewelyn  r^fed  the  fiege;  and 
retired  acrofs  the  river  to  Snowdun ;  having  firft  taken  the  pre- 
caution to  break  down  the  bridges,  to  obftruft  the  roads,  to 
plow  up  the  meadows,  to  render  the  fords  impaflable,  and  to  re- 
move the  women,  children,  and  cattle,  with  all  the  provifions, 
out  of  the  adjacent  country.*  Henry  did  not  dare  to  penetrate 
that  formidable  barrier ;  though  he  was  enabled  to  remain  in  his 
poft  until  Michaelmas,  by  means  of  a  fleet  belonging  to  the 
Cinque  Ports,  which  fupplied  his  army  with  provifions.  His 
meafures  had  been  wifely  planned,  and  this  campaign  might  have 
given  the  fatal  blow  to  the  independency  of  Wales,  if  Henry's 
orders  had  been  obeyed  with  fidelity.  The  Englifti  army  in 
-  South  Wales,  inftead  of  making  a  diverfion  in  his  favour,  had 
remained  inadive ;  not  without  fufpicion  of  treafon  falling  on 
the  earl  of  Gloucefter  the  general.'  Llewelyn  no  fooner  heard 
of  the  intention  of  the  Irifh  of  making  a  defcent  upon  Anglefey, 
than  he  difpatched  fomc  veffels  to  intercept  them^   by  which 


«  Wcldi  Chron.  p.  32a.    Matth.  Paris,  p. '817.    Rymer,  p.  636. 
»  Matth.  Paris,  p.  817.  ^  Chron.  DunfUplc,  p.  325,  326. 
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their  fleet  was  defeated,  and  forced  back  into  Ireland.'  The 
winter  coming  on,  and  having  fufFcred  much  by  a  furious  attack 
which  the  Welfh  had  made  from  the  mountains,  Henry  once 

again  relinquifhed  the  field  to  Llewelyn ;  and,  initead  of  punifh-   A.  n. 

1257% 

ing  a  revolting  vaflal,  he  himfelf,  with  the  broken  remains  of 
his  army,  was  obliged  to  make  a  precipitate  and  inglorious  retreat 
to  Chefter/ 


Such  was  the  defpair,  which  the  late  dlfgraceful  campaign 
had  imprefjed  upon  the  mind  of  prince  Edward,  that  he  was 
fully  determined  to  relinquifh  his  territories  in  Wales ;  and  alia 
to  renounce  his  new  fubjefts  the  Welfh ;  as  a  people,^  who  were 
neither  to  be  fubdued,  nor,  by  any  means  in  his  power,  reduced 
to  fubmiffion.' 

If  difgrace  and  difcomfiture  attended  Henry's  retreat  inta 
England,  Llewelyn  had  likewife  his  ihare  of  difappointmentr 
He  had  been  flattered  with  the  expeftation  of  receiving  fupport 
out  of  Scotland ;  a  party  in  that  kingdom  having  engaged  by 
treaty,  that  as  foon  as  the  Welfli  were  in  the  field,  they  would 
make  a  diverfion  in  their  favour,  by  invading  the  northern  bor- 
ders of  England/  This  defign  being  defeated,  by  a  fudden  and 
decifive  meafure  of  the  Englifh  kirig,^  the  prince  of  Wales  found 
himfelf  left,  unfupported  by  any  confederate^  to  fuflain  the  iuk 
equal  preflure  of  the  war. 

■  Matth.  Paris,  p.  Srj.    Wclfli  Chron.  p.  322. 
*  PoUdorc  Virgil,  p.  313.  Matth.  Paris,  p,  819.^  *  Matthr  Paris,  p.  Sxy^ 

♦  Brady,  vol.1,  ^.62^*  9  Jbij, 
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Sensible  of  his  danger,  and  refledling  on  the  miferable  ftate 
of  his  dominions,  as  well  as  on  the  injury  which  had  arifen  to  his 
fubje£%s,  from  their  having  been  of  late  deprived  of  commerce, 
Llewelyn  was  induced,  as  the  father  of  his  people,  to  put  an 
end  to  their  calamities  by  a  peace  with  England ;  which  (hould 
be  grounded  upon  reafonable  conceffions.  With  the  confent  of 
A.  D«  his  chieftains,  he  made  propofals,  that  if  a  peace  was  concluded, 
and  if  the  Welfli  were  reftored  to  their  ancient  laws,  to  give  a 
fum  of  money  to  king  Henry,  and  to  acknowledge  his  fove- 
reignty  •,  but  utterly  rejefled  the  idea  of  allegiance,  as  a  duty 
which  he  owed  to  prince  Edward.  The  Englifh  king  did  not 
accede  to  the  propofal.*  It  was  not  likely  that  the  young  prince, 
afiairs  having  taken  a  more  favourable  turn,  would  be  inclined 
to  relinquifli  fuch  valuable  territories,  and  the  royal  dignity  with 
which  he  had  been  lately  invefted.  The  peculiai-  reluftance  which 
the  Welfli  exprefled  to  the  fovereignty  of  Edward,  amidft  other 
motives  of  conqucfl:,  may  account  for  the  cruel  and  vindiflivc 
ipirit,  with  which,  in  the  fubfequent  periods  of  his  life,  he  pur- 
fued  this  unfortunate  nation. 


On  this  refufal,  hoftilities  continued  through  the  winter. 

1 

Having  fummoned  to  his  aid  all  ,the  chieftains  in  South 
Wales,  who  were  his  military  vaflals,  Llewelyn  came  into  the 
marches  and  took  poiTeflion  of  Powys.  He  baniftied  out  of  that 
country  Gryffydh  ap  Gwenwynwyn,  one  of  its  chieftains ;  and 
received  the  fubmiffion  of  the  other,  Gryffydh  ap  Madoc  the 

<  Matth.  Paris,  p«8i9.    Brady,  p.  622. 

r  8  lord 
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lord  of  Dinas^Bran;  who  perceiving  the  fortunes  of  England 
finking  in  the  fcale,  thought  it  prudent  to  return  to  the^  duty 
which  he  had  long  deferted^  and  to  court  the  prote£lion  of  his 
natural  fovereign/  Llewelyn  then  fell  with  great  fuiy  upon 
the  eflatts  of  the  earl  of .  Gloucefter,  gained  feveral  caftles  be* 
lon^ng  to  that  nobleman;'  and  overthrew,  with  confiderable 
lois,  a  party  of  Englifh  who  ventured  to  oppofe  him/ 

To  crufti  this  revolt,  now  raifed  to  a  formidable  head, 
Henry  once  again  came  in  perfon  againft  Llewejyn ;  but  as  if 
difgrace  and  misfortune  attended  his  bamiers,  having  only  pene- 
trated a  little  beyond  Chefter,  he  was  obliged  to  retire  with  lofs 
into  England ;  obtaining  no  other  fruits  in  this  inglorious  ex- 
pedition, than  the  fatisfaftioa  of  deftroying  the  corn  as  he 
marched  through  the  country.' 

Early  in  the  fpring  a  confederacy  had  been  formed  by  all 
tlie  nobility  in  Wales;  who,  having  fwom  fealty*  to  Llewelyn, 
renewed  their  engagements,  under  the  moft  folemn  ties,  to  vin- 
dicate at  every  peril  their  injured  liberties  and  laws.  By  this  ad. 
'  enidn,  princes  may  be  taught  the  danger, .  of  tearing  up  by  the 
roots  thofe  habits  which  are  gf  own  venerable  by  time,  and  which 
by  long  ufage  are  become  dear  to  a  people.  * 

m 

The  kte  events  had  given  a  fortunate  turfi  to  affairs.    The 
prefetit  prosperity  of  th«  Wel(b,  the  fpoife  they  had  taken  froni 

I  ^^clfh  Ctron.  p.  322.     Matth.PkiTs,'  p.  818.  *  Ibid, 

i« MAuh«  Ptrie,  p. 8*9,  829.       ♦  Brit.  Ant^Rer.  by  Vaughan of  Hcngwrt,  p. ^3.* 

.  <  j!tttttl»,Pa*,  p*»i>.    WeWtCJurop.  pw.3^3,^  ^-     ' 
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the  enemy,  the  general  confederacy  which  had  been  lately  re- 
newed, and  the  return  of  GryfFydh  ap  Madoc  to  his  allegiance, 
had  diffufed  through  every  bofom  the  hopes  of  better  days. 
To  raife  thefe  hopes  into  pious  confidence,  Llewelyn  addrefled 
his  followers  in  this  confolatory  and  animating  language^ 
Thus  far,"  faid  he,  "  the  Lord  God  of  hofts  hath  helped 
us ;  for  it  mufl  appear  to  all  that  the  advantages  we  have  ob<* 
tained  are  not  to  be  afcribed  to  our  own  ftrength,  but  to  the 
favour  of  God,  who  can  as  eafily  fave  by  few  as  by  many. 
How  fhould  we  a  poor,  weak,  and  un warlike  people  C091* 
pared  with  the  Englilh,  dare  to  contend  with  fb  mighty  a 
power,  if  God  did  not  patronife  our  caufe  ?  His  eye  hath 
feen  our  afiUfHont  not  only  thofe  injuries  we  have  fufiered 
from  Geoffiy  de  Langley,  but  diofe  alfo  which  we  have  received 
from  other  cruel  inftruments  of  Henry  and  of  Edward.  From 
this  moment  our  all  is  at  ftake*  If  we  fall  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy,  we  are  to  expe£l  no  mercy.  Let  us  then  ftand 
firm  by  each  other.  It  is  our  union  alone  which  can  render 
us  invincible.  You  fee  in  what  manner  the  king  of  Eng* 
land  treats  his  own  futje6b,  how  he  fcifes  their  eftates, 
impoverifhcs  their  families,  and  alienates  their  minds.  Will 
he  then  ipare  m,  after  all  the  provocations  we  have  given  him, 
ahd  the  farther  aAs  of  hoftility  and  revenge  which  we 
meditate  againft  him  ?  No,  it  is  evidently  his  intention  to 
blot  out  our  name  from  under  the  face  of  heaven.  Is  it  not 
^ter  then  at  once  to  die,  and  go  to  God,  than  to  live  for  a 
1  time  at  the  capricious  wiU  of  another,  and  at  laft  to  fofier 

r 

*  iQine  ignominious  death  affigndi  at  bj  an  infehing  enony  T* 
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Ammated  by  tiiis  oiation,  the  Wdfli  infefted  t&e  EngUfli 
Borders  mtb  inoeflant  inroads  $  in  the  courle  of  thdr  ravages, 
by  fire»  by  the  fword,  and  by  plunder,  they  rendered  the  frontier 
in  icene  of  desolation.' 


411 


In  the  courie  of  thele  hoftilities^  the  confederates  made  an 
inroad  into  Pembroke,  and  laid  wafte  that  country;  they  like  wife 
had  the  good  fortune  to  meet  with  fait,  a  convenience  they  had 
much  wanted  ever  fince  their  brine  works  had  been  deftroyed  by 
king  Henry/ 

m 

Though  profpeiity  had  of  late  attended  the  arms  of  Llew- 
elyn, and  a  generous  ipirit  had  arifen  among  the  chieftains  in 
Wales,  yet  fuch  was  the  miferable  ftate  of  his  country,  that  the 
Welfli  prince  was  ftill  inclined  to  renew  his  propofals  for  peace. 
The  Engliih  king  acceded  jto  the  terms  which  were  offered  by 
Llewelyn,  and  agreed  to  a  truce  for  one  year. '    His  own  fitua- 

^ 

tion  rendered  a  peace  equally  neceflary  to  him.    He,  at  this 
time,  was  deeply  entangled  in  difputes  with  his  barons :  the     ^^^^ 
country,  too,  along  the  marches  of  England,  had  been  ruined 
by  the  ravages  of  war :  the  whole  confine  was  become  a  defert, 
without  buiklings,  cattle,  or  bihabitants.^ 

It  may  raife  our  furprife,  that  a  piince  like  Llewelyn,  pof- 
ieffing  vigour  of  mind  and  dedfion  in  conduct,  at  a  time  when 
England  was  weak  and  internally  convulied,  did  not  take  ad- 

*  Matth.  Paris,  psBiq.       *  Welfli  Chron.  p.  523.        i  Rymeri.Tol.  I.  p.  65s* 

4  MatthtP'arii,  p.S2s.   Holinihcad,  p*257. 
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vantage  cl  this  fortunate  jundure,  and  .of  tl^e  rifiifg  fpuit  of 
his  country,  to  fix  upon  a  permanent  bails,  hj  wiiib  aaeafurcs 
and  decifive  operations,  its  ntM/ly  recovered  independence.  The 
fpirit  of  a  people,  however  ardent  at  firftj,  ai)d  rifing  fronj  the 
fpur  of  oppreffion,  will  infenfibly  die  away,  if  not  kept  alive  by 
a  courfe  of  aflhrity  and  enterprife  j  3nd  he  might  have  known, 
that  in  this  perilous  crifis,  the  decline  of  that  generous  fpirit, 
like  the  extinftion  of  the  Veftaljire^  would  be  the  omen  of  his 
country's  ruin. 

The  ties  of  union  thus  loofened,  and  the  hurry  of  a6lion  no 
longer  engaging  an  eager  or  capricious  fpirit,  Meredydh  ap 
Rhys,  an  eminent  chieftain  in  South  Wales,*  not  regarding  the 
oath  he  had  lately  taken,  revolted  from  the  Welfh  confederacy, 
and  efpoufed  the  interefts  of  the  Englifh  king/ 

In  order  to  confirm  or  enlarge  the  late  truce,  or  to  con- 
clude a  peace  upon  a  lafting  bafis,  prince  Edward  fent  Patrick  de 
Canton,  attended  by  the  late  revolted  chieftain,  into  Wales  s  to 
confer  on  that  bufinefs,  with  the  Welfh  commiflioners,  at  Em- 
lyn,  in  the  prefent  county  of  Caermarthcn.  David,  the  brother 
of  the  prince  of  Wales,  who  had  been  lately  releafed  out  of 
prifon,  appeared  at  the  head  of  the  deputies  in  behalf  of  Llew- 
elyn. The  Englifh  commiffioner,  having  underftood  that  his 
own  followers  were  fuperior  in  number  to  the  Welfli,  could 

m  ■     ■ 

*  This  chieftain  was  the  fon  of  Rhy&  ap  Rhys,  and  was  the  grandfon  of  Rhys  ap 
(grryffydh,  tbe.  l%{t  pruKC  of  SoiUh  Waif  8. 

*  Wdii  CfaffPO*  p«  3i)« 

not 
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not  refrain,  on  this  opportunity,  from  indulging  the  innate  de* 
teftation  in  which  he  held  that  nation.  To  gratify  this  fpirit, 
he  ftationed  his  party  in  a  convenient  fituation  upon  the  road ; 
and,  fuddenly  aflaulting  Llewelyn's  commiffioners,  put  many  of 
them  to  the  fword ;  the  chiefs  only  efcaping  the  perfidy  of  the , 
Englifti  by  a  precipitate  flight.  Fired  with  refentment,  David, 
with  the  chieftains  who  attended  him,  having  raifed  the  pow^r 
of  the  country,  feverely  revenged  this  perfidious  conduA,  by 
cutting  in  pieces  Patrick  and  a  great  number  of  his  followers/ 
This  tranfaflion  ftrongly  marks  in  the  Englifh  an  inveteracy  <£ 

ipirit ;  and  marks  aHb  the  feeble  hold  which  the  claims  of  die 

« 

Wellh  had  upon  the  juftice  of  Henry  5  when  we  fee  that  prince^ 
inftead  of  vindicating  the  honour  of  his  crown,  by  puni(hing 
fo  flagrant  a  violation  of  naticmal  faith,  afleding  ta  fliew  re* 
fentment  againft  Llewelyn,  for  an  aft  c^  retaliation  ib  natural 
and  juft. 

Such,  however,  was  the  defire  of  the  WeMh  prince  for  peace^ 
or  fuch  the  fituation  of  his  afiairs,  that  he  once  again  re- 
newed  his  propofals  to  Henry  for  a  truce ;  Mid  more  dFeftuaUy 
to  conciliate  his  favour,  he  oflered  to  give  that  king  four  thoo- 
fand  marks,  three  hundred  to  his  ion  Edward,  and  two  hundred 
to  the  queen/  The  late  afiair,  with  a  fenfe  of  former  lofles^ 
had  fo  exafperated  Henry,  that  he  at  firft  rcfufed  to  enter  inta 
any  terms  of  accommodation.'    At  length  a  truce  was  fettled  foe 

■  Wclfli  Chron.  p.  324»    Matth.  Paris,  p»8^8.         *  Matth.  Paris,  P.84U 

■  Matth*  Paris,  p.  84jt» 

a  year». 
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A.  D.    a  year,  and  ratified  i^  the  commiflioners  of  the  two  prmces  at 
43d  of    the  Ford  of  Montgomery/ 

Henry  III/ 

Thb  ^irit  of  patriotifin  which  had  fo  lately  animated  every 
bofom,  and  had  afforded  a  ray  of  hope  that  the  fuflerings  q( 
thb  injured  people  would  at  length  find  a  period,  appears,  at 
diis  dme»  to  be  nearly  extinguifiied.  The  bifhop  of  Bangor, 
at  the  defire  of  the  Wdfli  nobility,  was  fcnt  by  the  prince  of 
Wales  to  folicit  peace  from  king  Henry ;  and  to  ofibr  that 
monarch  fizteen  thou(and  pounds  weight  of  filver,  provided 
that  his  fulge£ts  might  enjoy  their  ancient  cuiloms  and  law^, 
and  might  have  all  thdr  difputes  heard,  and  legally  determined 
at  Chefter/  In  this  negociation,  nothing  farther  was  concluded, 
A.  D.  than  the  continuation  of  the  truce  for  one  year,  which  was 
ratified  by  the  commiflioners  of  the  two  princes  at  Oxford.' 

Sir  Roger  Mortimer,  governor  of  the  caftle  of  Buellt,  which 
he  held  under  prince  Edward,  attended,  in  purfuance  of  a  fum- 
mons,  his  duty  in  the  Englifh  parliament,  tender  the  alledged 
reafon,  that  contrary  to  his  oath  that  nobleman  had  fupported 
the  Englifh  caufe,  Llewelyn  furprifed  in  the  night  his  fbrtrefs, 
in  breach  of  the  truce  then  fubfiiiing ;  and  continuing  his  route 
into  South  Wales,  committed  in  that  country  great  depredations/ 
Infinuations  on  this  account  having  been  thrown  out  againfl 
the  conduct  of  Sir  Roger  Mortimer,  who  was  a  near  relation 

■  WeUh  Chron.  p.  3A4«    Rymer,  p»  684. 

*  Mattli.  Weftm.  p«i48t    Welih  CJiron.  p*izi*   Holinihead,  p.  261, 

I  Rymer,  p.  708*  ^  WeUh  Chn>D«  p.  315.    Rymcr,  p.  705. 
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to  Llewelyn  J  it  was  thought  neceffary  that  an  inquiry  fliouW 
be  made  into  that  affair.  Accordingly  he  was  called  before  the 
Englifh  council,  where  he  was  fully  acquitted}  though  very 
much  to  the  diffatisfaftion  of  prince  Edward,  who  formally 
entered  his  proteft  againft  the  decifion  of  that  aflembly . ' 

To  check  this  rifing  fpirit  of  revolt,  and  to  chaftife  the 
Welih  for  the  late  infraftion  of  the  peace,  fummonfes  were 
lent  to  the  earls  of  Hereford  and  Gloucefter,  to  aflemble  with 
their  followers  on  a  certain  day  at  Shrewfbury.  The  like 
notices  were  alfo  fent  to  all  the  tenants  who  held  of  the  king^ 
in  capite ;  in  the  feveral  counties  of  York,  Lancafter,  Rutland, 
Northumberland,  Cumberland,  and  Weftmordand  -,  of  Lincoln, 
Leicefter,  Nottingham,  Derby,  andWaifwickj  to  form  a  junc- 
tion at  Cheftcr,  and  from  thence  to  aflift  in  carrying  on  the 
war.  The  thunders  of  the  church  were  likewife  pointed  at  the 
head  of  Llewelyn.  That  prince  was  excommunicated,  and  hi 
u^^Ar^m  niifr  iindpr  an  interdi£t;.  in  default  of  immediate 


tution  and  reparation  of  damages.*  This  formidahk  army  was 
commanded  by  Simon  de  Montford  carl  of  Leicefter.  That 
general,  finding  the  fummer  too  far  advanced  to  purfoe  hi» 
operations,  or,  what  is  more  probable,  influenced  by  a  fecret  in- 
clination to  the  enemy's  caiufe,  advifed  the  court  of  England  to 
grant  a  peace  to  Llewelyn;  he  likewife  did  not  prevent  the 
Welfh  prince  at  the  fame  time  from  committing  d^OKlations  in 
South  Wales.* 

I  RTiner,  p.  706,  707,  708*  *  Rfmer,  p.  708;  - 

>  Rraier,  T0I.I.  p.  7091  710,  jiu   Gstbiie't  Si^^HM.  p.  m» 

It 
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It  is  aflcrted,  that  Llewelyn  difperfed  the  lifmg  ftorm,  .by 
difavowing  the  fad  which  gave  occafion  to  the  war,  and  by 
employing  the  bifliop  6f  Bangor  to  folicit  a  renewal  of  the 
truce/  It  is  certain,  however,  that  a  truce  ^as  fettled  for  one 
year  longer  between  the  two  princes  at  the  Ford  of  Montgomery. 
In  this  treaty,  the  conditions  of  peace  concluded  at  Oxford  were 
ratified  :  That  each  party  fhould  keep  poffeflion  of  their  eftates, 
vaiTals,  and  caftles :  That  the  fords  (lioiild  not  be  flopped, 
nor  any  other  communication,  nor  the  woods  be  cut  down  j 
and  that  the  cafUes  of  Diganwy  and  Diferth,  then  in  the  pof- 
feflion of  the  Englifh,  fhould  be  fupplied  with  provifions  as 

A*  D.     occafion  nftght  require.*     It  is   worthy  of  remaik,  that  two 
1261. 

4Sth  of    lets  of  commiffions  were  iffxxed^  to  the  fame  effeft,  and  in  the 

Henry  HI. 

feme  words ;  except  that  in  the  one,  the  name  of  prince.Edward 
was  joined  to  that  of  his  father  j  but  in  the  other  commiffion  his 
name  was  omitted.  This  was  probably  owing  to  an  idea,  that 
as  the  Wjelfh  had  conceived  much  jealoufy  of,  and  diflike  to  the 
young  prince,  the  infertion  of  his  name,  as  a  contrading 
partyi  might  be  fbmc  impediment  to  the  treaty.' 

■  4 

A  PARTY  of  the  Wellh,  under  the  dire6lion  of  their  prince, 
and  in  violation  of  the  late  treaty,  having  fuddenly  taken  and 
demofifhed  the  caftle  of  Melienyth  in  the  county  of  Radnor,  a 
fbrtrcfs,  belonging  tx>  Sir  Roger  Mortimer  -,  that  nobleman  came 
to  its  relief,  attended  by  a  great  body  of  lords  and  knights^  and, 
finding  no   enemy  to  oppofe  his  defign,  he  flationed  himfelf 

■  Kymef)  Tolil.  p.718.  *  Rymer,  vol.  I.  p. 718. 

*  Cailte%  Hiil*  England*    Guthrie't  HiiU  England* 

*  I  within 


■*•■ 


widim  iti  ttuMi    la  tiusifitwtion^.lM  wot  fi^^BiMjr  inye^,  by^  a.  d. 
LWelytii    FiisAm^  lot  y^kvliaim^ 
WeUh  pFin€<&  for  licence  toeracuatethettcoftie.    I|  W9s^ih'ai)g9 
requeft'  for-  ani-open'^neiny,.  or  »  fuTpoEted  traitor  to.  make*. 
With  a  gallantry,  of-  fpiiit>  which  :migl}tl|aTe'bB9n  ds4ve(l<fro^ 
thepureft  ideas -(^  cb&vakj^  Llivtuefyn  albwed  thim  to.d^ait.out 
of  the  difmantled  fortrefs  without  any  moleftation.    The  primcQ 
of  Wales  then  proceeded  to  Brecknock,  at  the  requeft  of  the 
inhablt^ts  cf  that.country  j  and  hjiving  received  their  oaths^  of 
fidelity;  he.  returned:  to  Aber,  fituated  under  Penmen  Mawr,  a 
palace  betweea  CcnxwKf  and  Bangor,  in  whidi  he  occaiio^ally         - 
ipefldod.' 


I , 


Il62r 


I 

The  trace  appears  to  have  bow  continued  -  batoristea  the  two 
nations  upon  principles  of  equal  jpftice,  and,  in  fome  degree^ 
upon  the  footing  of  independent  ftates/  Thele  tri^ties  fuo^ef^  a.  d:; 
fivety  renewed,,  did  not  refult  fo  much:  from  any  ipoderatipn  in 
the  politics  of:  England^  is  frogi  t^e  necefllties  of  Henty,  and 
from  the  nature  of  his  gpveramenl:,  which^  was  weak  and  0Tongly 
f^vulfed. 

4 

At  this  time  Henry  was  fick  in  France  The  earl  of  Leicejt 
ler,  then  att^iding  the  Engliih  king,  and  who  had  been  deeply 
engaged  in  oppofition  to  that  prince,,  taking  advantage  of  his» 
indifpofition,  palled  over  into  England  -,.  to  reanimate  his  party,, 
and  to  take  meafures  for  renewing  the  troubles  of  the  nation^' 

>  WeUhChron.  p*  32$,  326*    Camdeja**  Brit.  Gibfon^  edit.  p^jSj. 
»  Rymer,  p.739>7S<^  ^  Matth.Wcfim.  p..x49. 
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Though  the  earl  did  not  remain  long  in  the  country,  he  iibems 
then  to  have  formed  the  confederacy,  which  long  after  Tub- 
Med  between  lumfelf  and  the  prince  <^  Wales.'  The  immediate 
effeds  refulting  from  this  treaty  were  of  confiderable  advanU^e 
to  the  interdts  of  Wales ;  though  of  leis  importance  than  nught 
have  been  expe6ted,  if  Llewelyn  had  waited  until  time  had  fully 
ripened  the  enterprife. 


A.  D.       The  Chriftmas  holidays  were  fcarcely  over,  when  the  prince 

126}. 


H 


4,th  of  of  Wales,  with  three  hundred  horfe,  and  thirty  thoufand  infantiy, 
*••  "'*  fell  upon  the  marches  of  England  j  and  having  ravaged  the 
country  as  far  as  Wigmore,  gained  pofleffion  of  two  caftics,  the 
property  of  Sir  Roger  Mortimer/  Though  Mortimer  was  not 
ikble  to  oppole  the  main  body  of  the  enemy,  he  was  not  wanting 
to  himfelf  on  this  occafion ;  but  calling  to  his  affiftance  the  lords 
of  the  marches,  he  attacked  the  detached  parties  of  the  WeUh, 
killing  great  numbers  of  them  in  various  rencounters.'  For  thefe 
lodes  the  prince  of  Wales  took  ample  revenge,  having  had  the 
good  fortune  to  cut  off  a  like  number  of  the  Englifh/  It  does 
not  appear  that  Llewelyn,  in  this  expedition,  committed  any 
ravages,  but  on  thofe  eftates  which  belonged  to  Sir  Roger  Morti- 
mer,  and  to  other  lords  who  adhered  to  the  king's  caufe.  Having 
wafted  their  territories  with  fire  and  fword,  he  marched  his  forces 
into  the  earldom  of  Chefter,  to  make  the  like  depredations  in 
Edward's  dominion  s  *  ^ 


"  Matth.  Paris,  p.  851. 
^  Holinlhcad,  p.  263.  *  Ibid. 


Rymcr,  p.  754. 
5  Matth,  Paris,  p.  H^jr. 
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■  The  war  becoming  now  alarming,  Henry,  who  was  returned 
into  his  own  kingdom,  fent  an  order  to  his  fon  to  come  imme- 

;  diatdy  into  Engird  j  the  young  prince  being  at  this  time  in 
France,  araufing  himfelf  in  Joujs  and  tournaments^  agreeably  to 
the  tafte  of  this  military  age.'  Edward,  placing  no  confidence  in 
the  Englifh  nolnlity,  engaged  in  his  fervice  one  hundred  fov^gn 

.  knights ;  who,  deferting  the  femblance  of  war,  were  defirous  of 
iignaliiing  them&lves  in  more  perilous  encounters. 

On  his  arrival  in  England,  Edward  lofl:  no  time  in  marching 
againft  Llewelyn.  His  prefence  was  highly  necefliry  to  check 
that  prince'^s  career.  For  befides  the  dreadful  devaftations  he  had  a.  Di 
committed  on  the  territories  of  Edward,  through  which  he  had 
marched,  the  prince  of  Wales  had  already  taken  the  caftle  of 
Di&rth,  and  the  important  fortrefs  of  Diganwy.*  Thefe  pofts 
were  immediately  deftroyed.  The  latter  had  been  of  the  utmoft 
value  to  the  Englifh,  and  highly  dangerous  to  the  (afety  of 
Wales.  Situated  on  the  coaft,  it  was  open  to  receive  a  continual 
fupply  of  proviiion  and  foldiers  ^  and,  commanding  one  of  the 
principal  pafles  into  Wales  over  the  water  of  Conway,  its  garri-- 
ion  was  enabled  to  cut  off  the  excuriionary  parties  of  the  Welfh; 
and^  b^g  likewile  a  place  of  great  ftrength,  in  point  of  iitua* 
lion  and  ftrufture»  it  afforded  to  the  Engliib  a  iecure  retreat 
upon  any  diiafter* 

On  die  approach  of  the  Englifh  prince,  Llewelyn  pa^  the^ 
Cbliway,  and  ihdtered  l^iclf  amidfl  die  mountains^of  &iowdttn. 

1  Rymeri^p.  7$s«        *  J.  Roffit  Aau  p.  i6i.  M«  Padi,  p.  8ji.  M.  Wcit.  p.  149. 
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There  was  no  attacking  the  enemy  in  fo  difficult  a  poft ;  and, 
fortunately  for  Edward,  as  his  piide  might  have  been  wounded 
by  the  ilTue  of  the  campaign,  he  was  recalled  by  his  &ther  on 
an  affair  of  importance/ 

The   caftle  of  Mold,   another  place  of  ftrength  upon  the 

*  frontier,  and  ufually  in  the  polTeffion  of  the  Engliih,  was  taken 

A.  D,    and  demolished  by  GryfFydh  ap  Gwenwynwyn,  at  this  time  re- 
1263. 

turned  to  his  allegiance  to  the  prince  of  Wales.*     Thefe  three 

caftles  being  taken,  the  Engliih  confine  was  rendered  almoft  de- 

fencdefs.    The  rcdu<aion  of  thefe. fortreffes,  ftrong  by  art  and 

.  nature,  lying,  upon  the  frontier,  and  (Ituated  near  the  fea,  was 

an  event  glorious  to  Llewelyn,  and  of  the  utmofl  importance 

a 

to  his  country.  And  if  this  nation  had  not  been  finking  into  rum 
with  a  force  too.  powerful  to  be  refifted,  it  might,  by  thefe  im- 
.  portant  fucceffes,  have  continued  fgme  ages  longer  an  illuftrious 
.  monument  to  the  world,  of  what  men  arc  capable  of  performing, 
whofe  native. fpirit  is  ftiivpened  by  injuries,  and  who,  amidft  the 
recefles  of  their  mountains,  are  contending  for  freedom. 

The  difcpn  ten  ted  humours,  which,  had  been  long  forming 
among  the  Englifh,  were  now  come  to  a.  head ;  and  under  the 
guidance  of  Simon  de  Montford  the  earl  of  Leicefter,  had  broken 
out  into  a  dangerous  rebellion.  The  two  fons  of  Montford  were 
'di^tched' by  their  father  with  it  ftrqngbpdy  of  forces,,.  ;tp  co- 
.r  Pirate" wklv.Ll^vKelyn  in  hi?  ray^ges-ca  ii;be.3orders.'  .TJbue.,c9n- 

'  Holinflicad,  p.  264.    J<  Roffi.  Ant.  Warw.  p<  162. 
*  Wdfli  Chron.  p;  516.  '        '      »'CarlcVHiff.  England,"  rol.  I.  -p.  141^  ' 

■      '  c  •!  '^ .  1  federate 
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federate  armyj  for  a  time,  made  a  dreadful  progrelsj  though 
oppoied  by  Mortimer  and  other  Lords  of  the  marches,  and  at 
length  took  the  cattle  of  Radnor,  and  burned  it  to  the  ground/    A.  D, 
As  foon  as  Edward  was  informed  of  thefe  hoftilities,  he  made  a    47th  ©f 
hafty  march  from  London  to  the  aiSftance  of  Mortimer,  then 
invetted  by  the  enemy  in  the  cattle  of  Wigmore.    That  fortrefs 
was  foon  after  taken  by  the  Welfti,  but  not  before  Mortimef 
had  made  his  efcape;  who  fled  for  prote£tion  to  prince  Edward, 
then  arrived  at  Hereford.*  Purfuing  his  route,  the  Englifli  prince 
took  the  catties  of  Hay,  Huntington,  and  Brecknock;  the  cuftody 
of  which  he  committed  to  Sir  Roger  Mortimer.'   The  operationii 
on  both  fides  were  fuddenly  interrupted  by  a  truce ;   dunhg, 
which  time  a  treaty  was  to  be  carried  on  between  the  king  and 
the  barons,  in  the  prefence  of  the  French  ambaflador.*    In  this 
treaty,  a  remiffion  of  offences  took  place,  in  which  Llewelyn  was   A,  d. 
included  as  the  confederate  of  Simon  de  Montford.* 

The  chance  of  war  at  the/battle  of  Lewes,  had  thrown  the   A.  d. 
king  of  England  and  his  fon  Edward,  into  the  hands  of  the  earl  4Bth  of 

Hen  III 

of  Leicefter.*  To  fubdue  the  only  enemies  which  were  now  able 
to  refift  his  arms,  that  general  marched  towards  the  Borders  of 
Wales,  and  carried  Henry  with  him  as  a  pageant  of  ftate; 
thinking  that  the  prefence  of  his  fovereign  would  give  a  fanciioa  . 
to  his  own  proceedings,  and  contribute  to  the  credit  and  fupport 
of  the  confederacy.    Sir  Roger  Mortimer,  and  the  other  lords  ;: 

'  Holinlhead,  p.  266.     Stowe's  Chron,  p.  igj.  ^  Ibid.  -• 

}  HoUniliead,  p,  i(>6*    Stowe's  Chron,  p.  i93»«  Matth.  PariSi  p.  851. 
4  Rymcr,  p.  77S»  7^^*  *  l^cl.  p.  782,  783,784.         ^  Matth.  Paris,  p.  853. 

en* 


422  LLEWELYN   AP    GRYFFYDH.        Book  VIIL 

engaged  in  the  royal  caufe,  expefting  to  be  attacked  by  Simon 
de  Montford,  had  broken  down  the  bridge  at  Worcefter^  and 

ft 

having  deflroyed  the  feriy-boats  on  the  Severn,  they  encamped 
on  the  oppofitc  banks  of  the  river/  Thefe  precautions  prevented 
the  earl  of  Leicefler  from  penetrating  farther  tlian  Worcefter, 

^  The  entrance  into  the  country  was  foon  opened  by  Llewelyn^ 
his  friend  and  his  ally ;   who>  by  a  fudden  inroad  upon  the 

.  Englifh  Borders,  diverted  the  attention,  and  weakened  the  opera- 
tions of  the  lords  of  the  marches.* 

The  confederate  army,  under  the  command  of  the  two  leaders, 
:   havmg  left  prince  Edward  a  prifoner  in  the  city  of  Hereford, 
ravaged  the  eftates  of  Sir  Roger  Mortimer ;  and,  taking  the  caftles 
A*  D.    of  Hay  and  Ludlow,  proceeded  to  Montgomery,'    An  admoni* 
tory  bull  was  iffued  by  Ottobani  the  le^te  to  the  Welffi  prince; 
requiring  him  to  reftore  the  caftles  which  he  had  taken,  and  ta 
.   withdraw  from  the  confederacy.    This  mandate  did  not  produce 
the  defired  cSkd:.    The  lords  of  the  marches,  therefore,  yielding 
to  a  fuporior  force,  and  defirous  of  obtaining  the  liberty  of  Ed- 
ward, fubmitted  to  the  earl  of  Leicefler.    They  agreed  to  furren* 
der  to  him  their  eftates  and  their  caftles,  and  to  relinquifti  the 
A.  D.    realm  ibr  one  year.^    Soon  after  this  treaty,  a  general  peace  was^ 
concluded  between  Llewelyn  and  the  earl  of  Leicefter,  at  a  con- 
ference which  they  hekl  for  that  purpofe  at  Hereford.^ 

^^ChroiMcaj  T.  Wykcs,  p.  68. 
*  Brady,  p*  64s.    AnnaK  Waverleienfit,  p«  22O0 
^  Matfib  PaAf  p.  8s4«  ♦  Brady,  p,  64«»  *  Rymcr,  p.  814. 
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In  the  courle  of  the  late  tranfadtions,  David  the  brother 
of  the  prince  of  Wales,  deierting  the  duty  which  he  owed  to  his 
Sovereign,  had  fled  into  England,  and  had  engaged  in  the  interefts 
9f  Henry.  And  taking  an  a6tive  part  againft  the  confederates, 
in  conjunction  with  lord  Audley,  and  with  other  barons  in  the 
Marches,  he  was  defeated  at  Chefter  with  coniiderable  lofi.". 
Though  levity  of  temper  and  a  turbulent  fpirit,  have  hitherto 
directed  the  condu£l  of  this  prince,  and  difgraced  the  tenor  of  his 
life,  a  ray  of  returning  virtue  will  brighten  its  declining  period. 

Dissatisfied  no  doubt  with  the  late  peace,  prmce  Edward, 
who  fince  his  captivity  had  refided  in  the  Englifh  coart  at 
Hereford,  efcaped  out  of  the  power  of  the  earl  of  Ldcefter.* 
The  young  prince  was  inftantly  joined  by  the  lords  of  the 
Marches }  who  recovering  the  poiTeflion  of  Adr  ovra  fortrefl^s, 
made  themfelves  mafters  of  all  the  country  between  Hereford  and 
Chefter.'  By  a  fuddeti  and  rapid  movement  of  the  enemy,  Lel- 
cefter  found  himfelf  furrounded  by  different  bodies  of  troops. 
In  thb  fituation,  he  had  no  other  refource,  than  to  throw 
himfelf  into  the  arms  of  Llewelyn.  That  prince,  refblvtng  to 
make  every  advantage  of  the  prefcnt  conjunfture,  demanded,  as 

«  * 

the  only  condition  of  affording  him  proteftion,  a  full  reftitu- 
tion  to  the  inheritance  and  the  dignity  of  his  anceftors.  Under 
the  fanftion  of  the  king's  name,  the  fovereignty  of  Wales  was 
reftortd  to  Llewelyn,  with  the  homage  of  all  the  Welfh  barons ; 
he  received  a  grant  alfo  of  the  lordlhip  of  Whittington*  and  the 

•  WclihChron.  p.  326.  •  Chron.  Thomas  Wykcs,  p.  67. 

!  Matth,  Paris,  p.  855.    Rymer,  p.  8io, 
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A.  D.  hundred  of  Elefmeie;  witK  the  caftles  of. Matilda,  H'awarden 
49th  of  and  Montgomery.'  To  ftrengthen  the  union,  and  to  render  it 
more  lafting,  the  earl  of  Leicefter  made  an  offer  to  the  prmce 
of  Wales  of  his  daughter  Eleanor.  This  alliance  coincided 
too  well  with  his  prefent  and  future  views  to  be  rejected  by 
Llewelyn.* 

There  is  often  a  turn  in  human  affairs,  arifing  fromfudden 
Contingencies,  which  neither  fagacity  can  fbrefee,  nor  power  can 
prevent}  and  which,  if  taken  up  with  ipirit  and  wifely  conduded^ 
leads  on  to  profperity,  and  marks  in  the  agent  a  .confiderable  de* 
gree  of  political  wifdom.  Thus  Llewelyn  obtained  in  a  fortunate 
moment,. by  his  own  ipirit  and  judgment,  a6iing  on  the  nice  and 

*         * 

peculiar  iituation  of  Henry,  the  fovereignty  of  Wales,  ahd  an 
cxtcnfion  of  territory ;  objefts  which  many  of  his  anceftors,  the 

i 

moSt  able  and  brave,  had  negociated  and  fought  for  in  vain. 

\ 

In  confequence  of  this  treaty,  Llewelyn  made  an  inroad  into 

Glamorgan,  the  territory  of  the  earl  of  Gloucefter ;  he  likewifc 

fcnt  a  body  of  Welfh  to  form  a  junction  with  Leicefler,  to 

enable  him  to  extend  his  quarters,  or  to  force  his  way  through 

the  enemy.'    Leicefter  reaped  no  advantage  either  from  the 

diverfion  made  in  his  favour,  or  from  the  Welfh  forces  which 

had  joined  him.    Having  retired  to  Newport,  he  was  there  in* 

vefted  by  Edward  >  and  was  fo  powerfully  aflaulted  by  that  prince, 

I  Aymer,  p.  8x4.    Aunties  Waverlcienfis,  .p.  219. 
*  Chfonica  de  Mailrot,  p.  2)4.    Anxulet  Wavcrleienfii,  p.  2x9^ 
'  TbomM  Wyket,  p.  68,  69.    Annalcs  WaTcrkien&t,  p.  2x9. 
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that  his  ruin  muft  have  been  inevitable,  had  he  not  ftokn  away 
with  his  army  in  the  dead  of  night  j  which,  being  very  ftormy, 
favoured  the  enterprife.  He  had  the  good  fortune  to  efcape 
from  the  enemy,  and  to  arrive  within  the  territories  of  Llewelyn,. 
The  manner  of  living  to  which  the  Welfh  were  accuftomed, 
chiefly  on  flefh  and  milk,  and  without  much  bread,  not  agreeing 
with  his  fbldiers,  his  army  daily  cohlumed  away.  To  preferve 
the  remainderj  Leicefter  was  forced  to  relinquiih  the  country ; 
and  traverfing  through  woods  and  mountainous  roads,  he  at 
length  with  much  difficulty  made  good  his  retreat,  and  regained 
his  former  iituation  at  Hereford.' 

The  viftory  obtained  by  prince  Edward  at  the  battle  of  a.  d. 
Bvefham,*  gave  liberty  to  Henry  his  father,  and  reftored  the  Vsth^of 
tranquillity  of  England.  But  the  death  of  Montford,  the  en- 
livening fpirit  of  the  whole,  was  a  fatal  blow  to  the  confederacy. 
After  fome  flight  refiftance,  the  malecontent  barons  laid  down 
their  arms,  and  fubmitted  to  king  Henry;  their  fpirit  being 
entirely  fubdued,  or  foftened  down  by  the  moderation  of  his 
condudl.  The  Englifli  monarch  h*i  now  leifure  to  look  back 
on  the  part  which  had  been  a6ted  by  Ll6welyn.  He  had  ken 
with  a  jealous  eye  that  prince,  through  the  courfe  of  the  war, 
ably  fomenting  the  difcontents,  and  powerfully  aflifting  the 
arms  of  the  revolted  lords ;  and  it  was  now  determined,  before 

'  Chron.  Thomas  Wyktt  p.  69. 
*  The  Welfl],  who  had  reinforced  the  army  of  the  earl  of  Leiceiler,  accuHomed 
to  a  more  defultory  kind  of  war,  fled  very  early  from  the  field  of  battlci  and  were 
purfucd  with  great  Daughter,    Henry  de  Knyghton,  p.  1453  • 

I  i  i  1^  the 
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the  army  was  4iibaiu]ed|  that  the  prince  of  Wales  (hookl  feel 
the  whole  weight  of  Henry's  refentment/ 

In  purfuance  of  this  deiign>  the  king  of  England  came  with 
an  army  to  Shrewfbury.  Llewelyn»  without  an  ally  to  fuppprt 
him^  was  not  able  to  refift  fo  formidable  an  enemy ;  and  rather 
than  to  hazard  his  crown,  the  lufke  of  which  he  had  lately 
rdftoredj  upon  an  iiToe  fo  precarious  and  unequal,  he  thought  it 
more  prudent  to  appeaie  Henry's  reienlxaent  by  an  early  fub- 
million/ 

A,  D.  A  TREATY  iTi  confequcncc  took  place,  by  the  mediation  of 
Ottobani  the  legate  j  which  marked  the  mild  tenor  of  Henry's 
temper,  and  was  nK>re  favourable  to  Llewelyn's  interefts,  thati 
might  have  been  expedled  from  a  fovereign,  warm  with  rcr 
fentment,  and  giving  law  to  a  rebellious  vaflal,  and  a  fuppliant 
enemy.  The  conditions  of  the  treaty  were  the  following :  That 
all  lands  fhould  be  reftored  cm  both  fides,  and  that  the  laws 
or  cufloms  of  the  marches  ihould  ftill  be  preferv^d;  That 
Henry  fhould  grant  u<nto  Llewelyn  and  to  his  heirs,  the 
principality  of  Wales ;  that  they  (hould  always  be  Ailed  the 
princes  of  Wales,  and  ihould  receive  the  homage  and  fealty  of 
all  the  Welfh  barons,  who  were  to  hold  thdr  eftates  of  them 
•in  capite  s  except  the  homage  of  Meredydh.  ap  Rhys  of  South 
Wales,  which  the  king  referved  to  himfelf  and  his  heirs.  The 
king  likewife  granted  to  Llewelyn  the  four  inland  cantrevs,  to 

>  Brady,  p*  66j«    Matth*  fans,  p.  Sj;*  *  Ibid* 
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hold  thetn  in  as  abfolute  a  manner  as  ever  the  Idng.  and  his  heirs 
had  paileired  them.  For  thefe  privileges,^  Llewelyn^  and  his 
fucceffors,  were  to  fwear  fealty ;  to  do  homage,  and  to  perform 
the  ulual  ftrvices,  due  to  the  king  and  his  heirs,  as  they  had^ 
befen  paid  at  any  time  to  the  crown  of  England ;  and  he  was 
4l(b  t«quif6d  to  pay  to  the  king  twenty-five  thoufand  marks/ 
The  peace  wds  concluded  at  the  caftle  of  Montgomery,  and  a.  d. 
ratilied  by  the  king  in  perfon ;  and  it  likewife  received,  at  the 
hands  of  the  legate,  the  lanftion  of  the  Pope's  authority.* 
It  is  with  pleafure  that  we  furvey  this  gallant  nation,  fo  long 
the  Iport  of  fortune  and  the  victims  of  ambition,  recover,  in 
fbme  degree,  the  importance  of  their  ftation;  and,  freed  at 
length  from  the  arms  of  a'  potent  enemy,  left*  to  enjoy  their 
freedom,  for  a  fealbn,  in  the  bofbm  of  their  native  mountains* 

The  ftale  <^  afiairs  in  England  no  longer  requiring  his   a.  d* 
prefence,  prince  Edward  engaged  in  a  croifade  to  the  Holy    "   ' 
Land ;  hurried  along  by  that  fatal  tide.  Which  had  for  ^Imoft 
two  centuries    deluged   the  eaft.    On  that  elevated  ftage  his 
fplehdid  talents  Enabled  him  to  perform  a  graceful  and  diftin- 

« 

guiflied  part.  And  during  the  tiiiw  that  this  prince  was  em- 
ployed in  Syriai  irt  a  roitunuc  purfuit  after  glor/i  the  WeUb 
nation  enjoyed  a  (asSon  of  um^ual  tranquillity  $  a  ddufive 

I  »  P  »  a 

% 

I  Hen.  «le' Kny^htiMi  <te  £vot.  Aiif,  p»  H^^^  Maftfli.  Weftnu  p.  164.  Rjrner, 
p.  843,  944.    Matth.  Paris,  p.  857,  fey3>C3«>oo<>«    WclfliChron.  p.  327.       »  Ibid. 

In  this  year  [A.  D.  1170]  died  Gryffydh  the  lord  of  Dinas^Brao,  and  was 
buried  in  the  abbey  which  his  father  had  ere£led  in  the  Vale  of  Crucis  near 
LlaogoUen.    Welih  Chnm.  p.  327. 

J  i  i  2  calm 
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calm»  which  was  no  more  than  the  prefage  of   impending 
calamities. 

Having  compofed  the  inteiHne  divifions  which  had  long 
A.  D.    convulfed  his  kingdorn^  and  in  the  bofom  of  peace,  died  Henry 

I  2*9  2 

56th  year  of  the  third,  king  of  England.    His  eldeft  fon  Edward,  at  this 
time  fighting  in  Paleftine,  fucceeded  to  the  throne. 


his  reign. 


1273 


1274 


On  the  death  of  the  late  king,  a  fummons  was  immediately 
difpatched  by  the  regency  of  England  to  Llewelyn  prince  of 
Wales,  with  orders  for  him  to  repair  to  the  Fwd  of  Mont- 
gomeiy ;  and  there  to  take  the  oaths  of  fealty  and  allegiance  to 

A.  D.  the  abfent  king,  Llewelyn  thought  proper  to  pay  no  obedience 
to  the  fummons.'  And  fome  time  after,  the  Englifh  monarch 
himfelf,  matured    in  the  arts  of  policy,   and   renowned  for 

A.  D.  exploits  in  arms,  returned  into  his  own  dominions ;  where  he 
early  entered  upon  that  career  of  glory,  fo  beneficial  to  his  own 
empire,  but  fo  fatal  to  Wales.^ 

.  Soon  after  the  arrival  of  that  prince  in  London,  he  was 
fblemnly  crowned  at  Weftminfter.  The  king  of  Scotland,  as 
the  feudatory  of  Edward,  did  homage  to  the  Englifh  monarch ; 
and  with  the  duke  of  Bretagne,  graced  the  coronation  with 
his  prefence.'  To  perform  the  like  duties  of  homage  and 
fealty,  the  prince  of  Wales  received  a  fummons  to  appear  im- 
mediately at  Shrewfbury  i  but  he  refufed  to  quit  his  dominions, 

*  Kytuttt  Tol.  II.  p.  a,  3.       *  Matth.  Wcftn.  p>  171*  *  Ibi4> 

and 
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and  to  venture  his  fafcty  in  the  territories  of  a  monarch,  fo 
hoftile  to  him,  unlefs  hoftages  were  given  for  the  fecurity  of  his 
perfon.  The  pledges  he  demanded  were  Edmund  the  king's 
brother,  the  earl  of  Gloucefter,  and  the  chief  juftice  of  Eng- 
land." This  refufal  was  rendered  ftill  more  difagreeable  to 
Edward,  as  he  was  likely  to  be  deprived  of  another  fruit  of 
vaflalage ;  for  Llewelyn  feemed,  at  this  time,  determined  to 
folemnife  his  marriage  with  Eleanor  de  Montford,  though  he 
had  not  obtained  the  king's  confent.*  The  Pope,  likewife,  ap- 
peared fo  fenfible  of  the  juftice  of  his  plea,  that  he  inhibited 
the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury  from  ifluing  any  papal  cenfure 
againft  Llewelyn.'     When  the  nature  of  his  fituation  is  con-  / 

fidered,  the  caution  of  the  Welfli  prince  was  juftificd  upon  the 
principle  of  felf-prefervation.  In  the  bofoms  of  the  two  princes, 
jealoufy  and  hatred  had  long  mingled  with  the  love  of  glory 
and  the  defire  of  dominion:  David  and  Roderic  the  younger 
brothers  of  the  prince  of  Wales,  were  entertained  in  the  court 
of  England :  many  Welfh  chieftains,  alfo,  who  had  fled  from 
the  juftice  of  their  country,  were  under  the  protedion  of  Ed- 
ward; and,  influenced  by  every  motive  of  hope  and  defpair, 
muft  have  been  anxious  to  promote  thedeftrudtion  of  their  fove- 
reign:  Llewelyn,  likewife,  too  well  remembered  the  fate  of  his 
father  Gryfiydh,  to  place  any  confidence  in  the  proteftion  or 
honour  of  the  Englifli/  He  furely,  then,  when  intereft  and 
hatred  confpired  his  ruin,  would  have  been  guilty  of  folly  and 

>  Rymcr,  p.  41.    J.  Rbffi.  Ant.  Wane.  p.  162. 

*  Hen.  de  Knyghton  4e  Event.  Ang.  p.  2462,     Welih  Chron.  -p.  338. 

s  Rj^mer,  tdU  II*  p*35*    Mattb.  Weflm.  p.  x;!.        ^  Rymery.Tol.IL  p.  35. 

rafhnefs 
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rafhnefs  in  the  extreme;  if  he  had  hazarded  a  life,  of  fuch 
importance  to  his  country,  on  no  better  iecurity  than  the 
courteous  ideas  of  the  ^ge,  or  the  flufhiiting  principles  of 
political  integrity. 

The  king  of  England  was  now  in  a  delicate  fituation;  he 
was  unwilling  to  relinquifh  his  claim  of  vaf&lage,  and  yet  was 
not  at  prefent  fufficiently  prepared  to  enforce  it  by  arms.  But 
his  genius  dire6):ed  him  to  purfue  a  wife  and  a  middle  line  of 
conduft.  He  repaired,  late  in  the  year,  to  Chefter,  and  fum* 
moned  Llewelyn  to  do  homage  at  Shrewfbury  j  but  the  Welfh 
prince  ftill  continued  firm  in  his  refufal  to  appear  without  a 
fafe  conduA,  and  hoflages  for  the  due  obfervance  of  it. '  Early 
A.  D.  in  the  next  year,  a  parliamertt  was  held  at  Weflminfler,  and  the 
prince  of  Wales  was  again  fummoned  to  ihake  his  appearance 
in  that  aflbmbly,  and  to  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance.*  He 
refuied  alfo  to  pay  obedience  to  this  fummons,  on  the  grounds 
which  he  had  hei'etofore  alledged.' 

EKcy^GED  in  corrcfling  the  diforddrs  of  the  kingdom,  and 
inflitufing  falutary  laws,  Edward,  for  the  prefent,  affeded  to 
diflemUe  his  refentknent  againf):  Llewelyn  i  and  repairing  to 
Chefter,  he  again  fummohed  the  WcUh  prince  to  do  homage,* 
who  ftill  refufed  his  iDompliahce.  Ife  likewife  r^e6led  thvct 
other  mandates  of  the  like  ilaiure  i  one  of  which  was  dated  vk 
6(ftober  in  the  fame  year/ and  tlie  two  others  very  early  in 

*■  J.  Rofli.  Ant.  WarW,  p.  i6y.    Hymer,  vol.  It.  p.  5^.  *  Ibid, 

5  Hx)liAlhcad,  p.  xjS, .  4  Rymcr,  tol.  II.  p.  57. 
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the  year  following.'  To  juftify  ihefe  refufds  flill  more,  to 
the  clergy  and  to  the  world,  he  ient  a  memorial  by  the  abbots 
of  Conway  and  Strata-Florida,  to  be  delivered  into  the  hands  of 
the  archbiihops  of  York  and  Canterbury,  and  of  other  bifhops 
who  were  then  aflembled  in  convocation/  There  is  a  native 
Simplicity  which  runs  through  the  whole  of  this  memorial,^ 
reciting  his  grievances  and  juftifying  his  condud,  which  pleads 
more  ably  the  cauie  of  the  Wel(h  prince,  than  could  have 
been  ef{e6ted  by  the  exercife  of  the  fined  talents*  . 

The  tenor  of  Edward's  conduct  with  refpeft  to  Llewelyn, 
did  not  delude  the  fagacity  of  that  prince.  He  faw,  that  a 
J^low  was  meditating  by  the  Englifti  king,  which,  though 
fufpended  for  a  time,  would  be  the  more  fevere,  and  would 
fall  with  greater  weight  upon  his  country,  from  the  coolnefs, 
the  delay,  and  increafing  power  of  that,  firm  and  fagacious 
monarch. 

Llewelyn,  therefore,  thought  it  prudent,  at  this  time, 
to  fulfil  an  engagement  which  he  had  formerly  made  i  and  to 
enter  into  an  alliance  with  a  family,  which  might  yield,  him 
fupport  againft  the  formidable  power  of  his  rival.  In  the ' 
courfe  of  the  late  war,  he  had  been  betrothed  to  Eleanor  the 
daughter  of  Simon  de  Mon^tford,  and  niece*  to  king  Henry  5 

'  Kymer,  yoI.IL  p.  p.  68. 
•  Wynne's  Hiftory   of  Wales,  p.  280.     Wclfli  Chron.  p.  329,  no. 

)  See  Appendix,  No.  II. 
*  Her  father  Simon  de  Montford,   efpoufed  Eleanor,   dowager  of  William  carl 
of  Pembroke,  and  filler  to  Henry  the  third.    Matth.  Paris,  p«  314* 

and 
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and  who,  at  that  time,  it  is  probable,  was  too  young  to 
foldmnize  the  marriage.  On  the  death  of  her  father,  the 
young  lady  had  retired  into  the  monaftery  of  Mpntargis  in 
France,-  In  this  court  her  mother  the  counted  of  Leicefter, 
and  her  brother  the  heir  of  the  family,  lived  in  great  i^lendour/ 
The  adherents  of  the  houfe  of  Montford  were  ftill  powerful 
in  England;  and  the  fame  of  the  Englifh  monarch,  had  made 
him  the  object  of  jealoufy  with  the  French  king.  To  unite 
the  views  of  the  two  parties  in  fupport  of  his  intereft,  or 
ftruck  with  the  reputation  of  her  charms,  now  rifing  into 
full  beauty,  the  prince  of  Wales  demanded  of  the  king  of 
France  the  daughter  of  the  late  earl  of  Leicefler.  Philip  with 
much  facility  granted  his  requeft ;  and  Llewelyn  waited  in  im- 
patient expe6lation  of  his  bride.*  But  the  pleafmg  ideas,  which 
the  profpeft  of  his  approaching  nuptials  afforded  to  Llewelyn, 
were  on  a  fudden  imbittered  by  difappointment,  and  loft  in  the 
ruder  a\'ocations  of  war. 

A.  D.  Early  in  this  year,  the  young  lady,  who  was  coufm  to  the 
Englifh  king,  attended  by  her  brother  Amaury,  a  clergyman, 
fct  fail  for  the  coaft  of  Wales  to  folemnize  her  marriage  with 
Llewelyn ;  but  near  the  ides  of  Scilly  fhe  had  the  misfortune 
to  be  taken  prifoner  by  four  (hips  from  the  port  of  Briftol,  and 
was  conveyed  to  the  court  of  England.  Inftead  of  yielding  up 
this  lady  into  the  hands  of  her  lover,  which  the  ideas  of  the 
age  might  have  fuggefted,  and  which  prudence  too  as  well  as 

■  -^  Polidore  VirgH,  p.  321.    Matth.  Weft,  p.  171,    Chron.  T.  Wykes,  p.  104. 

»  Ibid. 

the 
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the  laws  of  chivalry  demanded^  ihe  was  detained  in  the  Englifh 
court  in  an  honourable  attendance  on  the  queen.*  Her  brother, 
likewife,  was  kept  in  confinement  many  years  in  the  caftles  of 
Corfe  and  Sherburn  ^  nor  did  he  at  length  obtain  his  liberty, 
until  demanded  by  the  Pope  as  his  chaplain ;  and  after  he  had 
taken  an  oath  that  he  would  relinquifh  the  realm,  and  would 
never  be  concerned  in  any  commotion  in  the  kingdom/ 


433 


After  fo  decifive  a  condufl,  as  the  detention  of  Eleanor  de 
Montford,  all  lenient  meafures,  and  the  arts  of  expediency  were 
weak,  deluiive  and  fruitlefs.  Edward  now  determined  to  exert 
every  effort,  which  his  power  and  his  talents  afforded,  to  obtain, 
what  had  long  been  the  objedt  of  his  ambition  or  policy,  the 
entire  conqueft  of  Wales.  Before  meafures  were  taken  to  carry 
this  defign  into  execution,  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  with 
other  prelates  and  lords  of  the  realm,  defired  Edward,  that  as 
the  laft  expedient,  he  would  afford  to  Llewelyn  one  other  oppor- 
tunity of  acknowledging  the  fovereignty  of  England,  and  of 
yielding  to  its  orders  unconditional  obedience.  With  this  defign, 
the  archdeacon  of  Canterbury  was  ient  into  Wales,  with  an 
injunftion  to  the  Welfti  prince,  that  he  fliould  appear  in  the 
Englifh  court,  and  fhonld  there  perform  the  cuftomary  duties  of 
a  vaflaL'  But  at  this  time  Llewelyn  was  in  arms,  and  had 
ravaged  the  Englifh  Borders  5  refenting  the  late  condufl  of  Ed- 
ward,  and  alive  to  the  feelings  of  an  injured  prince,  deeply 
wounded  by  the  captivity  of  his  much  loved  Eleanor/ 

i  Annaks  WaverleienfiS|  p.  231,132k  *  kyhicr,  vol.  IL  j>.  T44,  193,  197, 

'  Rymcr,  vol.  IL  p.,  W*  -  *  Polidore  Virgil,  p-j^ix**  Holinfhead,  p.  278, 
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The  archdeacon  of  Canterbury  was  ordered  to  make  his  report 
to  the  parliament  enfuing,  which  was  to  be  held  on  the  thirteenth 
A.  D.  of  Oftober,  In  the  mean  time  the  prince  of  Wales  fent  letters 
to  the  king,  fignifying  that  be  would  come  either  to  Montgomery 
or  Ofweftry  to  perform  his  homage ;  provided  a  fafe  conduft  was 
allowed  him,  under  the  fanflion  of  the  archbifhop  and  archdeacon 
of  Canterbury,  the  bifhop  of  Winton,  and  five  other  Englifh 
lords.'  He  likewife  demanded  that  the  king  fhould  confirm  the 
articles  of  peace  which  had  been  concluded  between  Henry  the 
third  and  himfelf  j  and  that  he  fliould  deliver  into  his  hands 
Eleanor  de  Montford,  the  lady  to  whom  he  was  contrafted,  as 
well  as  her  retinue ;  all  of  whom,  he  afierted,  had  been  detaine4 
in  cuftody  contrary  to  the  faith  of  nations.*  Thefe  juft  and 
fimple  demands  excited  in  the  Englifh  parliament  a  general  in- 
dignation. They  granted  a  fifteenth  of  moveables  to  enable  the 
king  to  reduce  Llewelyn  by  force  of  arms ;  the  prelates,  like- 
wife,  gave  him  a  voluntary  fubfidy  j  though  their  zeal  in  this 
ijiftance  did  not  rife  above  their  prudence ;  as  they  made  a  pro* 

_  • 

vifion,  that  in  future  it  fliould  not  be  drawn  into  precedent. 
In  the  prefence  of  the  Englifli  monarch,  fitting  in  his  court, 
with  the  lords  of  his  council,  the  judges,  and  a  great  number  of 
biihops,  earls,  and  barons,  the  whole  procefs  was  read  on  Novem- 
A.  D.  ber  th9  twelfth ;  and  fentence  was  pronounced  upon  Llewelyn 
for  contumacy,  for  violation  of  the  peace  between  him  and  the 
late  king,  and  for  the  hoftilities  which  he  had  lately  committed 
in  the  marches.  It  was  there  determined  to  proceed  againfl  him 
as  a  contumacious  vafial,  and  as  a  traitor  to  his  fovereign.    It 

>  JR^ymcr,  yoU  IL  p.  69.  *  Ibid. 
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was  likewife  refohred  in  the  fame  afiembly,  that  all  the  mititary 

■ 

tenants  of  the  crown  fhould  be  fummoned  to  appear  at  Worceftcr, 
on  the  midfummer  following,  with  horfes  and  arms,  fuitably: 
equipped  for  an  expedition  into  Wales  j  that  in  the  mean  time, 
the  marches  fhould  be  well  guarded, ,  and  the  forts  fupplied  with 
ammunition ;  that  the  king  fhould  prohibit  all  Kis  fubjeds  in 
England,  Ireland,  and  Guicnne,  from  holding  any  correfpondence 
with  Llewelyn,  or  his  adherents ;  from  giving  them  any  aflift- 
ance,  or  fupplying  them  with  any  provifions  j  and  whoever  vio-* 
lated  this  prohibition,  was  to  be  adjudged  an  adherent  to  the 
public  enemies  of  the  king  and  kingdom,  and  to  fuflfer  ac* 
cordingly.* 

The  authority  of  the^  church  of  Rome  was  not  lilent  on 
this  fblemn  occafion.  In  this  inftance  the  prince  of  Wales  ex- 
perienced the  verfatility  of  her  conduft.  The  archbifhop  of 
Canterbury  fent  a  letter  to  Llewelyn,  and  threatened  him  with 
the  fevereft  cenfures  which  the  clergy  were  able  to  inflidb  j  and  a 
few  months  after,  his  perfon  was  excommunicated,  and  his  do*- 
minions  laid  under  an  interdict.* 

In  the  late  negociation,  the  prince  of  Wdles  had  offered  to 
the  Englifh  king  a  large  fum  of  money  as  a  ranfom  for  Eleanor 
de  Montford.   Edward,  on  his  part,  refufed  to  reflore  her,  unlefs 

■ 

the  Welfh  prince  would  reinllate  the  former  proprietors  in  the 

* 

'  Hen,  dc  Knyghton  Erent.  Ang,  p.  2462.  Carte's  Hift.  Eng.  volt  II,  p.  185,  from 
Pat.  4,  Ed,  I.  m.  &•    Rymcr,  yol.  11.  p.  72 — 75. 

»  Rymcr,  vol.  II.  p.  71,  79. 
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poffcffion  of  thofe  eftates  which  he  had  lately  taken  from  them, 
and  would  alfo  repair  the  caftles  he  had  demoliftied.*  However 
ardent  his  defire  of  obtaining  poffeffion  of  the  lady  might  be, 
the  duty  which  he  owed  to  his  country  prevailed,  and  Llewelyn 
^  rejefted  tlie  propofal  with  difdain.  Upon  which,  the  two  princes 
proceeded  in  their  preparations  for  war. 

« 

A.  D.  Ea«ly  in  the  fpritig,  Edward  had  fent  into  the  marches  a 
ad  V  detachment  of  three  hundred  horfe  well  appointed,  to  check  the 
incurfions  of  the  WelHi,  and  to  guard  the  confine.*  He  likewiie 
made  Sir  Roger  Mortimer  general  of  his  forces  in  the  counties 
of  Salop  and  Hereford,  and  in  the  adjacent  countries.  He  ap* 
pointed  the  firft  day  of  July  for  his  military  tenants  to  afTemble 
atWorceften' 

The  experience  of  paft  ages  had  proved  to  the  Englifli  kings, 
that  a  want  of  public  virtue  in  its  chieftains  had  been  the  vulnerable 
part  of  Wales.  To  feduce  them  from  their  duty  at  this  crifis, 
was  of  too  much  importance  to  be  neglected  by  Edward.  With 
a  view  to  encourage  a  defe6tion  among  the  Welfh  lords,  orders 
were  given  to  the  earl  of  Warwick,  and  to  Payen  de  Chaworth, 
the  one  commander  in  Chefhire,  and  the  other  in  South  Wales, 
to  receive  into  favour  fuch  of  Llewelyn's  adherents,  as  were 
willing  to  fubmit  to  the  authority,  and  become  the  vafTals  of ' 
the  king  of  England.*    The  policy  of  Edward  fatally  prevailed. 

>  Matth.  WefliQ.  p«i72.  Annates  Waverlcienfis,  p.  231  • 
»  Ibid.  ,p,  171.    Ibid.  p%  231.  •  Rymer,  toI.  II.  p.  71. 

♦  Rymcr,  p.  7a,  81. 

I  Rhys 
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Rhys  ap  Meredydh  the  lord  of  Dinevawr,  defccnded  from  the 
ancient. princes  of  South  Wales,  fet  the  example  of  difloyalty; 
on  the  only  condition  of.  holding  his  territory  immediately  from 
the  king,  and  not  being  fubjeft  to  any  other  lord/  The  de- 
feftion  of  fo  eminent  a  chieftain  as  Rhys  ap  Meredydh,  had  a 
fatal  influence  in  the  country;  all  the  lords  in  South  Wales 
followed  his  example ;  and,  as  a  voluntary  fruit  of  their  fub- 
miffion^  the  flrong  fortrefs  of  Stratywy  was  given  up  to  the 
.Englifti ;  who,  for  the  better  defence  of  the  coimtry,  ercfted  a 
caftle  at  Aberyftwyth.'. 
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The  acra  is  now  at  no  gi'eat  diftance  which  is  to  mark 
the  clofe  of  the  ancient  Britifh  empire.  And  confidering  tlie 
weak  and  difunited  ftate  of  the  Welfh,  •and  their  unequal  re*- 
fources,  the  operations  of  Edward  In  condu6ting  the  war,  planned  # 
in  wifdom  and  carried  on  with  vigour,  muft  in  the  nature  o£ 
things  enfure  its  fuccefs. 


Soon  after  Eafter,  Edward  left  London  to  regulate  the  meafurea 
of  the  enfuing  campaign,  in  the' full  refdlution  never  to  return 
until  he  had  entirdy  fubdued  the  Wdfh  nation.  He  dircded  » 
fleet  from  the  Cinque  Poit^  to  cruize  on  the  coaft  of  Wales; 
with  a  view  of  intercepting  the  commerce  of  the  eneiny,  and  of 
reducing  the  jlland  of  Anglefey  i  that  the  Welfh^  by.fuch  mcans» 
might  be  deprived  of  their  ufual  refources  of  procuring  pro- 
vifions.'     At  the  fame  time  he  fent  a  body  of  troops  into  South. 


•'  Rymer,  p.  81 


*  Welfli  Chr,  p.  334, 336.   J.  Roifi.  Ant.  Warw.  p.  i6j. 
J  Brady,  ToL  If.  p.  7» 

Wales, 


# 
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Wales,  to  reinforce  the  army  under  the  command  of  Payen  dc 
Chaworth  s  in  order  to  diftraft  the  enemies  attention,  and  reduce 
that  country  to  a  perfeft  fubmiffion  to  the  Englifh  government/ 
Each  of  thefe  manceuvres  produced  the  defired  efFe6l.  That  the 
adminift ration  of  juftice  might  not  be  delayed,  by  the  abfence  of 
Edward,  and  the  length  of  the  war,  he  removed  the  court  of 
exchequer,  and  the  court  of  king's  bench,  to  Shrewfbury.* 

A.  D.  These  meafures  being  taken,  tlie  king  of  England,  on  the 
Midfummer  following,  advanced  at  the  head  of  a  laj-ge  army 
into  Chefhire ;  intending  to  penetrate  the  enemies  country, 
through  that  part  of  the  frontier  which  borders  upon  the  Dee, 
His  forces  were  likewife  increafed  by  numbers  of  country  people 
lAfho  joined  him  in  the  marches  $  and  who,  it  is  probable,  were 
ufcfully  employed  as  pioneers  to  the  army ;  in  opening  roads 
.through  a  deep  foreft,  which  in  general  extended  from  the  con- 
fines of  Chefhire  to  the  mountains  of  Snowdun.'  During  this 
tedious  operation,  Edward  encamped  his  forces  upon  Saltney 
Marfh,  near  Cheftcr/  While  he  remained  in  this  fituation,  he 
rebuilt  the  caftle  of  Flint,  and  more  ftrongly  fortified  Rhuddlan 
caftle ;  to  fecure  the  country  which  he  had  already  fubdued,  and 
to  afford  his  army  a  fafe  retreat^  in  cafe  he  fhould  meet  with 
any  difafler.^  The  roads  at  length  being  finifhed,  and  no  enemy 
appearing  to  molefl  them,  the  Englifh  advanced  through  the 

»  Welfli  Chron,  p.  324,  *  Matth.  Weftm.  p.  172, 

3  Thomas  Wykc,  p.  105.     Brad/,  voLII.  p.  7. 

♦  Brady,  vol,  II.  p.  7.     Guthrie,  vol.  I.  p,  888. 

*  Hen,  de  Knyghton  Event.  Ang.  p.  2462.     Thomas  Wykes,  p.  105. 

level 
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level  part  of  the  country  to  Gonway.  The  prince  of  Wales, 
unable  to  refill  a  powerful  enemy,  preffing  on  by  flow,  cautious, 
and  decifive  operations,  retired  to  the  mountains  of  ^nowdun*' 
The  Englifli  monarch,  not  choofing  to  enter  the  recedes  of  that 
difficult  country,  calmly  waited  the  refult  of  his  policy. 

With  a  fatality  which  had  ufually  attended  the  princes  of 
his  family,  Llewelyn  had  trufted  the  fafety  of  Wales  to  the  chance 
of  war,  and  to  the  natural  ftrength  of  the  country ;  which  had 
fo  often  baffled  the  armies  of  England,  unable  to  fubfift.long  in 
a  region,  broken  by  rocks  and  rivers,  woods,  and  barren  moun-^ 
tains.  Not  preparing  for  contingencies,  nor  obferving  the  mea- 
fures  of  the  Englifti  king,  nor  the  efFedts  already  produced,  he 
had  neglefted  to  furnifli  with  neceflary  fupplies  of  provifion  an 
important  poft,  to  which  he  and  his  people,  in  their  deepeft 
diftrefs,  might  be  forced  to  retire/  The  experience  of  paft  ages 
flight  have  taught  him  the  wifdom  of  a  different  conduft*  Had 
he  purfued  fuch  meafures  which  the  nature  of  his  fituation  re- 
quired,,  he  might  have  feen  the  Englilli  army  ^wafting  away ;  and, 
at  the  approach  of  winter,  abandoning  all  its  conquefts,  and 
leaving  him  once  more  in  pofleflion  of  his  country.  The  talents 
of  Llewelyn,  at  this  perilous  crifis,  funk  under  the  genius  of 
his  rival.  There  might  be  ftrong  reafons,  however,  of  which 
the  annals  of  the  times  are  lilent,  to  excufe  in  the  Welfti  prince^ 
z,  conduft  fo  fatal  to  his  interefts, 

«  Matth.  Wcftm,  p.i73.    Thomas  Wykc,  p»  105, 
»  ThonMis  Wykf,  p,  105, 

The 
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The  profpeft  which  opened  to  Llewelyn,  upon  the  mountains 
of  Snowdun,  was  dreary  and  defolate.  His  enemies  were  mafters 
of  the  country  below,  and  feemed  determined,,  by  their  perfe- 
verance,  to  ftarve  him  into  fubmiflion.  The  ifland  of  Anglefey, 
his  ufual  refource  for  provifions,  was  then  poffeffed  by  the  Eng- 
lifh.'  No  diversion  could  be  made  in  his  favour  in  South  Wales 
or  in  England,  as  the  former  country  had  lately  fubmitted  ta, 
Edward'5  authority ;  and  in  the  latter,  the  adherents  of  the  houfe 
of  Montford*  were  fatisfied  by  having  ha<f  their  forfeited  eftates 
reftored.  The  diftrefs  of  Llewelyn  was  heightened  ftill  more  by 
die  proipe£t  of  an  immediate  famine.' 

■ 

Thus  furroimded  by  dangers,  he  had  no  better  alternative  than 
to  implore  the  mercy  pf  the  Englilh  king*  A  magnanimous 
prince,  like  Llewelyn,  the  freedom  of  his  country  being  loft, 
would  fcarcely  have  wilhed  to  furvive  its  ruin ;  if  the  fufierings 
of  his  people,  crowding  around  him,  and  perifhing  by  famine, 
had  not  claimed  his  pity,  and  inclined  him  to  hazard  his  own 
mterefts  and  perfonal  fafcty  from  a  tender  regard  to  theii-s.  It  is 
poffible,  too,  the  Welfti  prince  might  hope,  that  in  the  event  of 
fome  future  day^  he  might  again  rife  upon  the  wheel  of  foitune. 

In  this  ftate  of  his  affairs,  the  prince  of  Wales  fent  to  pro- 
pofe  an  accommodation  with  the  king  of  England*  There  was 
little  generolity  or  pity  to  be  expefted  in  the  terms  which  would 

»  • 

be  offered  by  Edward.     As  a  firft  and  neceflary  condition  of  the 

«  Thomaa  Wykc,  p,  105;  *  Guthrie^s  Hift.  Eng.  vol.  I.  p.  887. 

'  Thomas  Wykc,  p.  io5* 

peace, 
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peace,  it  was  required  of  Llewelyn,  that  he  fhould  fubmit  to 
the  mercy  of  the  conqueror.'  On  this  bafis,  the  peace  was 
concluded  on  the  fallowing  terms ;  and  afterwards  ratified,  at 
Conwayi  in  the  abfence  of  the  king,  by  the  commiffioners  of 
the  two  princes/  It  was  agreed,  that  all  prifoners  who  were 
confined  by  Llewelyn,  for  adhering  to  the  Englifh  caufe,  (liould 
be  fet  at  liberty.  That  the  prince  {hould  pay  to  the  king  fifty 
thoufand  marks,  as  a  compenfation  for  the  injuries  which  had 
been  committed,  and  for  being  received  into  favour.  That 
four  cantrevs  Ihould  be  given  up  to  the  king,  and  remain  with 
him  and  his  heirs  for  ever.^  That  the  adherents  of  the  Englifh 
king  fhould  be  reflored  to  all  the  eftates  which  they  had  poifefled 
before  the  war.  That  the  Welfh  prince  fhould  continue  to 
hold  the  ifland  of  Anglefey,  and  fhould  pay  for  that  privilege 
the  annual  fum  of  one  thoufand  marks ;  but  if  he  fhould  die 
without  ifTue,  the  ifland  was  then  to  revert  to  the  king  and 
-his  heirs  for  ever.*  That  all  the  barons  in  Wales  fhould 
hold  their  territories  immediately  of  the  king,  except  the  five 
barons  in  Snowdun,  who  Should  acknowledge  the  prince  as 
their  lord  during  his  life.  That  Llewelyn  fhould  come  into 
England  every  Chriflmas  to  do  homage  to  the  king.  That 
he  fhould  repair  to  Rhuddlan  as  foon  as  he  was  abfolved  from 

»  Rymer,  vol.  II.  p.  88,  95,  97.  *  Ibid. 

'  J.  Roffi.  Aat.  Warw.  p.  163.  Matth.  Wcftm.  p.  873  !  Anuales  Warcrlcienfis, 
p.  232. — Thcfe  were  the  cantrev  of  Rhos,  in  which  ftpod  the  caftlc  of  Diganwy ; 
the  cantrer  of  Rhyvonioc,  the  chief  place  of  which  was  Denbigh ;  the  cantrev 
of  Tegcngl,  where  ftood  the  caftle  of  Rhuddlan;  the  cantrev  ofDy&yn  Clwyd,  in 
which  were  crcfted  the  town  and  caftle  of  Ruthyn.     Welfli  Chron,  p.  334. 

4  Chron.  T.  Wykes,  p.  106, 
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the  cen&res  of  the  church,  to  take  the  cuftomary  oath  of 
fealty  to  the  king;  and  likewiTe  that  he  fhould  perform  the 
fame  duty  in  London  on  the  day  appointed  for  that  purpofe. 
That  he  fhould  injoy,  duiing  his  life,  the  title  of  prince  of 
Wales;  and  that  after  his  death,  the  five  barons  of  Snowdun 
fhould  hold  their  eflates  of  the  EngUfli  king.    That  for  the  per- 
formance of  thefe  articles,  the  prince  fhould  deliver  as  hofl:ages 
ten  of  the  moft  eminent  chieftains  in  Wales.    That  Llewelyn  • 
■fhould  fend  every  year  twenty  chieftains  out  of  North  Wales, 
who,  with  himfelf,  fhould  take  their  oaths  for  the  due  per- 
formanc€  of  thefe  article*.    If  tke  prince  fhould  infringe  any  of 
them 9  and  on  being  admonifhed^  fhould'  refufe  to  redrefs  the 
fame,  they  were  then  obliged  by  their  oaths  to  forfake  his  caufe, 
and  to  take  part  with  his  enemies/     As  a  perfonal  humiliation 
to  Llewelyn,  he  was  like  wife  obliged  to  reflore  to  his  brother 
Owen  the  eflate  he  had  forfeited  s   and  to  pay  Roderic  an 
annuity  of  one  thoufand  marks,  and  five  hundred  to  David.* 
©wen  by  this  treaty  was  alfo  delivered  from  the  confinement 
in  which  he  had  been  long  kept  by  Llewelyn,    His  brother 
Roderic  had  lately  efcaped  out  of  prifbn,  and  had  fled  into  Eng- 
land*    David,  whom  we  have  heretofore  mentioned,  was  at  this 
time  in-  the  fervice  of  the  "Englifli  king,  who  had  made  himr  a 
knight,  contrary  to  the  cuftom  of  the  Welfh ;  and  had  given  him 
likewife   in   marriage  the  daughter  of  the  earl  of  Derby/  a 


1  Aimales  Wavcrlcicnfis,   p,  232.     J.  Roffi.  Ant,  Warvy;  p.  163,  164.     Rymer, 
voh  II.  p.  88)  90,  91. 

*  Ry4ncr,  voLII,  p,88«-»95« 

handfome: 
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handfbme  widow,  and  of  the  iqueen's  bed-chamber,*  whofc 
huiband  was  lately  dead.  He  had  been  appointed  the  fenefchai, 
and  keeper  of  all  the  caftles.  in  Wales ;  and  received  alfo  from 
the  king  the  caftles  of  Denbigh,  and  of  Frodfham  in  Chefhire, 
with  land  to  the  yearly  Value  of  one  thoufand  pounds.* 


443 


The  terms  agreed  upon   at  this  treaty  in  favour  of  the 
prince  of  .Wales  wefe  as  follows :  That  if  he  fhould  lay  claim 
to  eftatcs  which  were  occupied  by  any  other  perfon  than  the 
king,  out  of  the  limits  of  the  four  ceded  cantrevs,  juftice  fhould 
in  that  cafe  be  adminiftered  according  to  the  laws  and  cuftoms 
of  thofe  parts  where  fuch  eftates  Ihould  lie.     That  all  injuries 
and  faults  committe^'on  cither  fide  fhould  be  entirely  remitted, 
and  fhould  receive  a  full  pardon.     That  all  tenants  holding 
land  in  the  four  cantrevs,  and  in  other  places  in  the  holding 
of  the  king,  fhould  pofRfs  fuch  as  freely  as  they  formerly 
had  done,  and  ihould  enjoy  fuch  cuftoms  and  liberties  which 
appertained  to  diem'  before  the  late  wars.    AH  controverfies 
arifing  between  the  prince  of  Wales  and  any  other  perfon  fhould 
be  decided  by  the  laws  of  the  marches,  if  taking  their  rife  in 
thofe  parts;  and  any  difpute  originating  in  Wales,  fhould  be 
determined  by  the  laws  of  that  country.    That  the  advantage 
arlfmg  out  of  wrecks,  on  his  own  territories,  fhould  belong 
to  the  Welfh  prince;  and  all  other  cuftoms  fhould  be  con- 
firmed to  him  which  had  been  enjoyed  by  his  anceftors ;  and 
akhpu^  the  prince  had  thus  fubmitted  entirely  to  the  'kingV 

"  Hen.  dc  Knyghton  dc  Event.  Ang.  p.  2463,  3464« 
^  AVclih  Chron,  p.  33.5.    Ryiner,  p.  89.    Amwles  Wayerlcicnfis,  p.  ^32. 

L 1 1  2  , '  raercy^ 
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mercy,  it  was  agreed,  that  no  injury  fhould  be  committed,  nor 
any  demand  ever  made  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  the  peace.' 
The  Englifh  king,  it  is  true,  relaxed  in  fome  degree  from 
die  feverity  of  the  treaty,  and  remitted  to  Llewelyn  the  fifty 
thoufand  marks,  which  he  was  to  have  paid  as  a  compenfation 
for  the  ravages  committed  in  the  late  war ;  he  alfo  remitted  the 
yearly  tribute  of  one  thoufand  marks  which  he  had  exaded 
from  the  Welfti  prince,  for  the  privilege  of  holding  during  his 
fife  the  ifland  of  Anglefey.* 

Having  thus  in  the  late  fortunate  campaign  completed,  as 
he  might  thipk,  the  entiie  conqueft  of  Wales,  Edward  returned 
into  England  amidft  the  applaufes  of  his  fubjefts.  His  pride,, 
no  doubt,  was  gratified,  and  his  triumph  received  additional 
luftre,  by  the  attendance  which  Lliewelyn  gave  him  to  the 
Englifh  court ;  where  the  Welfh  prince  did  homage  and  fwore 
fealty  to  him  on  Chriftmas  day,  in  the  prefence  of  many  pre- 
lates and  of  all  the  nobility  of  England  J  But  an  incident,, 
of  no  moment  in  itfelf,  refulting  from  the  late  event,  and 
a£ling  with  other  caufes,  produced  a  change  in  affairs  of  the 
higheft  importance  to  Wales. 

The  barons  of  Snowdun,  with  other  chieftains  of  the  moft 
confiderable  families  in  Wales,  accompanying  their  prince  to 

*  WcUh  Chroa.  p.  346,  347,  348*. 
■  Rymer,  vol.  !!•  p.  91,  92.    But  it  appears  from  Holinfhead,  p.,  2y7,  that  Ed- 
ward, during  his   reiidence  at  Rhuddlan,  received  from  the  prince  of  Wales  two 
thoufand  marks. 

3  Ryracr,  vol.  U.  p.  96,    Matth.  Wcftm.  ?•  1 73.    Chron*  T.  Wyk«,  p.  106. 

^4  '    London^ 
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London,  had  brought  with   them  large  retinues,  as  was   the 
Guftom  of  their  country,   who  were  lodged  in  Iflington,  and 
in  the  adjacent  villages.     Many  caufes  confpired   to  make  their 
fituation  difagreeable.     Thefe  places  did  not  afford  a  fufficiency 
of  milk  for  fuch  numerous  trains  :  and  they  reliflied  neither  the 
wine  nor  the  beer  of  London.     Though  entertained  with  plenty, 
they  were  not  pleafed  with  their  new  manner  of  living,  which 
fuited  neither  their  tafte,  nor  perhaps  their  cortftitutionsi    They 
were  ftill  more  difpleafed  with  the  crowd  of  people  whd  at- 
tended   them   whenever  they    came    out    of   their  quarters; 
eying  them  with  the  utmoft  contempt  as  favages,  and  laugh- 
ing at  their  foreign  garb  and  unufual  appearance."     To  be 
made  the  fubjeft  of  derifion,  and  to  be  pointed  at  by  the  finger 
of  fcorn,  in  their  variops  joumies  through  England,   at   the 
will  of  an  arbitrary  lord,  could  not  be  pleafing  to  a  people^ 
proud  and  irafcible  j  and  who,  though  vanquiflied,  were  ftill 
alive  to  injury  and  infult,  to  a  fenfe  of  their  own  valour,  and  to 
the  fond  idea  of  their  native  Independence.     Relenting  this 
treatment,  and  feeling  their  difhonoured  fituation,  they  privately 
entered  into  a  refolution  to  revolt  on  the  firft  opportunity; 
determined  to  die  in  their  own  country  as  freemen,  rather  than 
to  come  any  more  as  vaflals  into  England,  to  be  the  Iport  of 
a  haughty  and  contemptuous  nation  • 

It  was  now  manifeft  that  Edward  intended,  on  the  death 
of  Llewelyn,  to  unite  to  the  Englifti  crown  the  countiy  which 

I  Carte's  Hid.  £ng.  yol.  II.  p.  191.   from  MS.  No«  391  inter  MSB..  Thomas- 
Moftyn,  baronetti,  p«3i5» 

he 
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he  had  lately  fubdued.  A  popular  delufion  Aood  in  the  way  of 
his  vievsrs.  An  idea  had  been  fondly  kept  up  in  the  imagina* 
tions  of,  the  Welfli,  that  the  celebrated  Arthur  was  ftill  alive, 

that  he  was  one  day  to  return,  and  reftore  to  the  remnant  of 

« 

the  ancient  Britons  the  empire  of  their  fathers.    To  fet  afide 

this  idle  fancy,  cherifhed  by  the  vulgar,  and  which  might  have 

A.  D.    been  fatal  at  this  junfture,  Edwatd  and  Eleanor  his  queen, 
1278 

early  in  the  year,  undertook  a  journey  to  Glaftonbury,  where 

the  remains  of  that  venerated  hero  lay  interred.*    Under  colour 

of  doing  honour  to  this  Britifh  king,  and  affording  his  bones 

a  more  magnificent  interment,   Edward  ordered  the  body  of 

Arthur  to  be  taken  out  of  its  coffin,  and  with  the  remains  of 

Gweniver  his  queen,  to  be  expofed  to  public  view.     They  were 

then  repofited  near  the  high  altar  5  with  an  infcription  on  the 

coffin, . fignifying,  that  thefe  were  the  remains  of  Arthur;  and 

that  they  had  been  viewed  by  the  king  and  queen  of  England, 

in  prefence  of  the  earl  of  Savoy,  the  ele^  biftipp  of  Norwich, 

befides  feveral  other  noblemen  and  clergy.*     It  is  eafy  to  difcern 

the  policy  of  .this  prince  even   in  the  imaller  traits  of  his 

chara(5ter. 

During  the  king's  refidence  at  Glaftonbury,  a  parliament 
was  held  in  that  place;  at  which  meeting  Llewelyn  was  fum- 
moned  to  appear;  with  die  probable  defign,  that  he  and  his 

1  Malmtbury  de  Antiq.  Glafton.  Ecclefiae,  p.  306.    Gales  Scriptores. 
*  Carte's  Hift.  England,  ^ol.  IL  p.  187.  from  Rcgift, 'Glaftonbury,  pcn?s  Dom. 
Weymouth,  p.  93.    Annales  Waverleienfis,  p.  233.   Stowc's  Chron.j).  200.  Guthrie'a 
Hifb.  England,  vol.  I.  p.  889. 

retinue. 
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retinue,  having  feen  the  late  ceremony  exhibited,  might  not 
carry  into  their  own  country  the  leaft  hope  of  advantage, 
from  fo  vain  and  whimfical  a  fancy.  To  this  fummons,  how* 
ever,  the  prince  of  Wales  did  not  think  proper  to  pay  obedience/ 
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It  is  eafy  to  conceive  that  Edwiard,  alive  to  his  rnterefts  and 
jealous  of  his  power,  would  be  eager  to  check  the  contumacy 
cf  a  vaflal  in  Llewelyn's  fituation.     To  enforce  his  obedience, 
the  king,  attended  by  Eleanor -his  queen,  repaired  to  Worcefler; 
from  whence  he  fent  an  order  to  the  Welfh  prince  to  appear  at 
his  court,  and  to  account  for  his  late  conduct-   The  rigor  af 
this  fummons  was  foftened  by  an  invitation  to  a  royal  feaft 
which  was  to  be  held  in  that  city ;  with  an  aflurance,  too,  that 
he  fhould  6e  treated  with  honour,  and  that  the  lovely  Eleanor  de 
Montford  fhould  be  the  reward  of  his  obedience.*     There  was. 
a*  decifion  in  this  mandate,  which  love  would  not  fufFer  him 
to  evade,  nor  prudence  to  difobey,   and  which  foon  brought 
Llewelyn  to  the  Englifh  court;  where  a  fcene  was  exhibited, . 
from  which  every  eye  muft  turn  with  difdain,  that  is  diredled . 
by  a  feeling  and  liberal  Ipirit.     The  prelude  to  this  fcene  was 
the  performance  of  a  rigorous  ceremony.    Being  introduced  into 
ihc  prefence  of  Edward,  the  prince  of  Wales  fell  upon  his  knees 
at  the  feet  of  that  monarch,  and  yielded  himfelf  up  to  his  mercy ; 
he  was  then  commanded  to  rife,  and,  in  confideration  of  his . 
dutiful  demeanour,   the  king  was  pleafed  to  pardon  his  de- 

'  Carte's  Hift.  Eng.  vol.  II.  p.  187.  from  Regift.  Glaft.  penjM  Dom.  Weymouth, . 
p;  93. . 

»  WclftiChron.  p.  348. 

Imquency } , 
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linquency ;  at  the  fame  time  declaring,  that  if  he  again  pre- 
fumed  to  rebel,  he  fhould  be  punilhed  with  the  utmoft  leverity/ 
Relying  on  the  honour  of  a  great  monarch,  and  duped  by  his 
artifice,  we  fee  Llewelyn,  a  prince  of  a  gallant  fpirit,  and  the 
brave  defcendant  of  a  line  of  independent  fovereigns,  become 
amenable  to  ufurped  power.* 

Having  now  fucceeded  in  his  views,  and,  as  he  thought^ 
having  rendered  Llewelyn  docile  in  the  duties  of  vaffalage,  Ed- 
ward gave  him  back  the  hoftages  which  he  had  lately  received  j 
and  alfo  delivered  up  to  him  Eleanor  de  Montford,  with  the 
eftate  which  had  been  the  property  of  her  father.'  On  this 
occafion,  Llewelyn  engaged  to  appear  twice  in  the  year  before 
the  Englifh  parliament/  The  marriage  was  celebrated  on  the 
A-  ^-  tliirteenth  of  06lober,  the  expence  of  which  was  defrayed  by 
Edward ;  and,  as  a  farther  mark  of  his  favour,  the  ceremony 
was  graced  by  the  prefence  of  the  king  himfelf  and  his  queen/ 
But  on  the  very  day  that  the  marriage  was  to  be  folemnifed, 
and  in  confequence,  as  Llewelyn  and  his  bride  were  going  to 
liear  mafs,  the  Englifh  king  required  of  that  prince  that  he 
fhould  enter  into  a  covenant,  never  to  proteft  any  perlbn  what- 
ever contrary  to  his  pleafure.  The  rigid  fentiments  of  duty, 
put  to  fo  fevere  a  trial,  were  too  weak  to  fubdue  in  the  bofom 

*  Henry  de  Knyghton  de  Event.  Angl.  p.  2462.  *  Welfh  Chron.  p.  348. 

5  Rytner,  vol.11,  p.  125.    Henry  de  Knyghton  de  Event.  Angl.  p.  2462. 

♦  Henry  de  Knyghton,  p.  2462. 
*  Holinflicad,   p.  277.     Thomas  Wyke,   p.  107.     Mills's  Catalogue  of  Honour, 
p.  310* 
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of  the  Wellh  prince  the  feelings  of  nature.  Alive  to  love  and 
its  keen  fenlibilities,  and  in  fear  no  doubt  for  his  liberty  or  life, 
the  firmnefs  of  the  gallant  Llewelyn  funk  under  their  influence. 
The  enamoured  prince,  befides  conceding  to  other  requifitions, 
figoed  a  covenant  j  which  loofened  every  tie  of  confidence,  and 
which  might  in  future  give  up  to  the  refentment,  or  to  the  in* 
terefted  views  of  Edward,  the  moft  faithful  adherent  to  his 
interefts.*  It  is  only  from  a  motive  of  perfonal  diflike,  for  it 
could  not  have  arifen  from  any  juft  principle  of  policy,  that  we 
are  able  to  account  for  the  infult  which  was  offered  to  Llewelyn  ; 
in  detaining  this  lady  fo  long  in  the  Englifh  court,  and  im- 
peding the  views  of  honourable  love.  In  thefe  traits  of  Edward's 
chara6):er,  we  fee  no  traces  of  heroifm ;  no  refemblance  of  the 
courteous  manners,  which  dillingujfhed  the  moft  cultivated  period 
of  the  feudal  ages. 

As  foon  as  the  ceremony  was  finifhed,  Llewelyn,  with  his 
amiable  wife,  returned  into  Wales ;  to  foothe  the  afperity  of 
adverfe  fortune  in  the  enjoyment  of  domeftic  felicity. 

Few  incidents  occur  at  this  period  in  the  national  concenis  of 
Wales.  The  fpirit  of  the  people,  prefled  down  by  the  rigour  of 
a  foreign  government,  wanted  its  ufual  aftivity.  Regretting  the 
freedom  they  had  loft,  but  too  weak  to  recover  it,  they  were 
fdcnt  and  dcjefted.  But  the  fpirit  of  the  Welfti,  though  depreffed 
and  rendered  inaftive  for  a  time,  urged  by  defpair  into  manly 
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»  Wclfli  Chron.  p.  348. 
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efforts,  will  foon  recover  its  native  Ipring ;  and,  armed  with  its 
wonted  terrors,  will  exert  itfelf  agjun  in  the  fields  of  war. 

The  calamities  of  a  public  nature,  which  furrounded  Llewelyn, 

were  rendered  more  bitter  by  domeftic  forrow  j  in  the  fevcre  lofi 

which  he  fuftained  by  the  death  of  his  wife  Eleanor  de  Mont- 

A.  D.    ford ;'   who  at  this  time  died  in  child-bed.    It  feems  as  if  this 
1280* 

lady,  through  her  influence  with  the  hofHle  princes,  and  by 
fbotbing  their  angry  fpirits,  had  gi^en  a  check  to  the  ravages^  and 
had  Tufpended  the  horrors  of  war/  Her  death  loofened  the  only 
tie  of  union  fubfifting  between  the  two  nations. 

We  have  already  noticed,  that  the  deepeft  difguft  had  been 
excited  in  tha^breafts  of  thofe  chieftains  who  had  attended  Llew- 
elyn  into  England ;  and  that  in  confequence  they  had  determined 
to  throw  off  their  allegiance.  As  foon  as  thefe  chieftains  re- 
turned, they  diffufed  this  fpirit  throughout  Wales,  and  it  became 
the  common  caufe  of  the  country.  Other  motives  of  a  nearer 
and  more  efiential  concern,,  aflifted  to  fix  more  deeply  that  fpirit. 
The  Welfh,  in  the  newly  fubdued  country,  had  early  began  to 
tafte,  in  the  conduft  of  their  mailer,  the  bitter  fruits  of  fiib- 
miflion.  It  was  the  defign  of  that  prince,  by  one  decifive  blow^ 
to  leave  tliem  not  a  trace  of  their  ancient  jurifjprudence.  When 
Edward  heretofore  poffeffed  thefe  countries  by  the  grant  of  his 
father,  he  had  thrown  them  into  difl:ri£ls  like  thofe  of  the  countiea 
of  Englaad ;  had  appointed  fheriflos  with  power  to  hold  courts^. 


/ 


*  Mills's  Catalogue  of  Honouri  p.  310. 
^  H<ar^  de  Koyghton  dci  Erent.  Ang.  p.  2\hi%   Baker's  Chron.  p*^95* 

had 
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had  inftituted  other  officers,  and  had  ient  Englifh  judges  to 
adminifler  juftice.  On  the  recent  fubmiffion  of  the  Wellh,  he 
revived  thefe  inftitutions.  It  is  ftrange  that  a  wife  prince  Ihould 
urge  on  fb  violent  a  conduft,  before  the  lenient  power  of  time 
had  foftened  their  Ipirits,  For  to  tear  up  old  habits  which  are 
dear  to  a  people,  is  often  an  enterprife  of  danger.  And  when 
laws  are  impofed  at  the  point  of  the  fword,  they  are  always  re- 
ceived with  hatred,  and  muft  be  maintained  by  force.  The  Welfh, 
as  was  natural,  furveyed  the  defign  with  indignation  and  horron 
Attached  to  the  cuftoms  of  their  fathers,  they  determined  to  re- 
ceive neither  laws  nor  manners,  judges  nor  juries,  nor  any  infti- 
tutions which  were  derived  from  the  Englifh/ 

The  prince  of  Wales,  in  his  own  perfon,  had  caufe  to  com- 
plain of  injuries  the  moft  humiliating  and  poignant  /  of  which 
the  following  was  an  inftance.  There  was  a  fuit  depending  be- 
tween him  and  Gryfiydh  ap  Gwenwynwyn,  refpefting  an  eftate 
which  he  held  of  the  king,  and  lying  in  the  marches.  He  was 
highly  difpleafed  with  an  order  he  had  received  from  the  judges, 
to  attend  the  hearing  of  that  fuit  at  Montgomery  5*  contrary  to 

a  cuftom 

»  Carte's  Hift.  Eng.  vol.  U.  p.  191,  from  MS.  No.  39,  inter  MSB.  Roger  Moflyn, 
baronetti,  P*  3i5-  *  Welfli  Chron.  p.  346,  Sec.  See  Appendix,  No.  III. 

•  It  appears  that  Llewelyn  was  fumrnoned  by  king  Edward  to  repair  in  perfon  to 
different  places,  in  order  to  receive  judgment  refpe6^ing  the  above-mentioned  fuit. 
Welfli  Chron.  p.  346.  And  it  is  highly  probable,  during  this  time,  that  the  follow- 
ing remarkable  circumftance  took  place.  Edward  being  at  Aufl  Ferry  on  the  Severn, 
and  knowing  that  the  prince  of  Wales  was  on  the  oppofite  fide,  fent  him  an  invitation 
to  come  over  the  river,  that  they  mi^ht  confer  together  and  fettle  fome  matters  in 

M  m  m  2  difpute.  ^ 
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a  cuftom  e/lablifhcd  in  Wales  and  in,  the  marches,  that  all  caufes 
of  this  nature  ihould  be  tried  on  the  very  land  which  was  the 
fubjeft  of  difpute.  The  tenor  of  the  late  treaty,  likewife,  jufd- 
fied  Llewelyn's  refufal.  Though  thfe  judges  fent  down  were  men; 
of  honour  and  integrity,  he  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  re- 
pair  to  Montgomery;  concluding  that  fuch  a  meafurc  would 
yield  up  an  ef&ntial  article  of  the  peace,  and  would  derogate  from 
his  dignity  as  a  fovercign  prince/ 

The  idea  that  this  demand  might  in  future  be  drawn  into 
precedent,  awakened  at  laft  prince  David  to  a  fenfe  of  his  own 
fituation,  who  might  hope  to  fiicceed  to  the  fovereignty  of  Wales 
upon  the  death  of  his  brother.  He  had  himfelf  already  experi- 
enced many  caufes  of  complaint)  of  fear,  and  of  jealoufy,  re- 
ipe£ling  the  property  which  he  held  under  Edward.'  He  was; 
fued  by  William  Venables,  an  Englifhman,  before  the  judiciary 
of  Chefter,  for  the  villages  pf  Hope  and  Eftyn ;  contrary  to  the 
cuftom  of  Wales,  and  the  Ipirit  of  the  agreement  under  which 
he  had  held  them  of  the  Englifh  king.  That  officer  likewife  had 
cut  down  his  woods  of  Lleweny,  with  thofe  about  Hope,  and 
had  fold  the  timber  and  carried  it  into  Ireland.  He  was  alio 
threatened,  when  Reginald  de  Grey  the  other  jufticiary  came 

difpute.  Thb  being  refufed  by  Llewelyn,  £dward  threw  himfelf  into  a  boat,  and 
croifed  over  to  the  Welih  prince ;  who,  firuck  with  the  gallantry  of  the  action,  leaped 
into  the  water  to  receive  him ;  telling  the  king,  at  the  fame  time,,  that  his  humility 

had  conquered  his  own  pride,  and  that  hU  wifdom  had  triumphed  over  his  own  folly. 

* 

See  Tour  through  Great-Britain,  vol.11,  p.  30$.  London  printed,  i753* 
»  Rymer,  vol.  II,  p.  171.  Leges  Walliae,  p,  534.      '     *  See  Appendix,  No»lV.. 

inta 
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into  the  country ,  that  the  caftle  of  Hope^  fhould  be  taken  from 
him,  and  that  his  ehikiren  fhould  be  lecured  as  pledges  of  his 
fidelity  in  future.'  Many  chieftains,  the  moft  eminent  in  tht 
country,  had  likewife  much  reafon  to  complain  of  injuries  which 
they  themfelves  had  received. "^  The  rigorous  exaftions  of  the 
Englifh  officers  in  Wales,  partial  and  oppreffive,  and  repugnant 
to  the  manners  of  the  people,  heightened  their  fufFerings  to 
an  infuppor table  degree.' 

« 

In  this  feafon  of  national  mifery,  when  their  common  fate  de-    a.  d. 
pended  folely  upon  a  virtuous  union,  the  Wclfh- chieftains  be-     "^'' 
fought  prince  David,  that  he  would  be  reconciled  to  his  brother 
Llewelyn ;  calling  on  him  by  every  incitement  which  might  aft 
upon  a  brave  or  an  angry  fpirit,  to  defert  the  caufe  of  a  mercilefs 
ravager,  to  retrieve  the  honour  he  bad  loft,  to  return  to  the 
duty  which  he  owed  His  country,  and  to  ihield  her  in  the  hour 
of  her  danger.    The  fentiments  of  David  were  agreeable  to  the 
wilhes  of  his  countrymen,  and  his  prefent  views  congenial  with 
their  own.    Feeling  for  th9fe  miferies  which  in  fome  meafure, 
he  himfelf  had  produced,  and  a  ray  of  patriotifm  fpringing  up 
in  his  bofom,  he  confented  to  be  reconciled  to  his  brother,  and 
to  engage  in  the  common  caufe.*     Senfible  of  the  peril  which 
awaited'him,  if  fuccefs  did  not  juftify  the  revolt;  or  too  fufpicious 
of  Llewelyn  to  confide  in  his  firmnefs,  he  required  from  that 
prince  an  affurance  that  he  would  never  again  yield  obediedce 
to  the  Englifh  king,  nor  would  ever  relax  in  his  enmity  againft. 

»•  WelflrChr.  p.  3J0,  351.  *  We'lfhCbron.  from  p.  jji  to  363. 

»  MMth.  Paris,  p.  805.    WeUh  Cbron.  p.  336.  4  Welflj  ChroB.  p.  337. 

« 

him*. 
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him.'  This  condition  being  agreed  to  by  Llewelyn,  prince 
D0i^id  withdrew  privately  from  the  court  of  England,  and  arrived 
with  fafety  in  Wales.* 

A.  D.  The  concert  being  made  for  a  general  infurreflion,  David 
8th  of  opened  the  campaign  by  a  gallant  exploit,  which  was  performed 
late  in  the  evening  of  Palm  Sunday.  In  the  night,  which  was 
dark  and  ftormy,  he  took  by  furprife  the  caftle  of  Hawarden ; 
the  governor  of  which,  Roger  de  Clifford,  and  who  was  alfo  the 
jufticiary  of  Wales,  was  taken  in  his  bed;  and,  mortally  wounded, 
was  carried  away  prifoner  in  chains  to  Snowdun^  feveral  knights 
refiding  in  the  fortrefs,  though  unarmed,  were  put  to  the  fword 
in  the  fury  of  the  ftorm.  After  this  aftion,  the  two  brothers 
Llewelyn  and  David,  having  joined  their  forces,  invefted  the 
caftles  of  Flint  and  Rhuddlan ;  the  only  fortreflcs  which  were 
then  in  the  poffeffion  of  the  Englifti.'  Thefe  exploits  were  re- 
garded  as  the  fignals  of  revolt.  The  Welfh,  rifing  from  every 
quarter,  in  a  moment  were  in  arms.  The  fpirit  of  their  fathers 
feemed  to  animate  every  bofbm.  Rhys  ap  Maelgwyn  and  Gryf- 
fydh  ap  Meredydh  furprifed  the  caftle  of  Aberyftwyth,  and 
ravaged  the  prefent  counties  of  Caerdigan  and  Caermarthen.  i 
Many  chieftains,  likewife,  obtained  pofTeinon  of  other  fortreflcs 
in  South  Wales.  Numerous  parties  of  the  WeUh,  all  on  fire 
for  revenge,  poured  on  a  fudden  upon  the  marches  of  England ; 
and,  like  the  inundations  of  their  native  rivers,  in  rapidity  and 
violence,  fj^read  all  around  devaftion  and  ruin. 

*  WcKhChron.  p.  337.         *  Grafton's  Chron.  p.  165.     Polidore  Virgil,  p*323« 
>  Hen.  de  Knyghton  de  Event.  Ang.  p.  1464,  fays,  that  they  (lew  all  the  mafons, 
carpenters  and  other  workmen  employed  in  thefe  fbrtrefles. 

At 
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At  this  time  the  king  of  England  was  at  the  Devizes,  where 

« 

he  was  keeping  his  Eafter;*  not  fufpeSing  the  event  which  had 
happened,  nor  fearing  the  efforts  of  an  irafcible  people,  whofe 
feelings  had  been  urged  into  a  dangerous  extreme.  The  revok 
of  the  WeUh  princes  determined  the  conduft  of  the  EngHlh 
monarch.  Inftead  of  waiting  the  (low  iflbe  which  time,  or  luxury, 
or  mildnefs  might  produce,  he  once  more  determined  to  make 
an  entire  conqueft  of  Wales ;  and  totally  to  extinguiih  that  ipiric 
of  freedom,  which,  rifing  at  times  into  dangerous  exertion,  not 
all  the  efforts  of  his  policy  and  power  had  as  yet  been  able  to 
fubdue.  All  other  concerns  were  now  laid  afide ;  the  credit  of 
Edward,  his  talents,  and  the  flrength  of  his  kingdom,  were 
rendered  fubfervient  to  this  great  defign«. 

Pretious  to  his  military  operatbns  he  di^atched  letters  to 
the  two  archbifhops,  commanding  them  to  iffue  ipiritual  cen- 
fures  againft  the  Wel£h  pnnce,  and  all  his  adherents.*  John 
Peckham  archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  before  he  proceeded  to  ex- 
tremities, unknown  to  the  king,  as  it  is  £ud,  and  apparently  in 
the  true  fpiiit  of  benevolence,  undertook  a  journey  into  Wales  ^i 
tt>  endea(vour  to  re^al  Llewelyn^  and  the  WeUh  chieftains,  to  a 
ienfe  of  their  duty  J 

In  the  mean  time,  Edward  fcnt  a  part  of  his  forces  ta  the  ^    *   ^** 

relief  of  thofe  caffles,  ta  which  the  Welfli  pcinces  had  laid  fiege ;  ^  *   *^ 

and  he  alfo  iffued  out  orders  that  his  military  tenants  fhouM^     ^ 


*  Thomfts  Wykes,  p.  no.  Holinfliead,  p.  281.  *  Rymer,  vol.  11.  p.  rSS*. 

3^  Polido]?e  Virgil,  p.  323*    Holinihead,  p»a8i«    WelibChron.  p*338.^ 

affemble 
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A 
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ailemble  at  Wonxllery  on  the  ieventeenth  of  May.'  He  obtained 
from  the  nobility  and  prelates  a  promife  of  a  fifteenth  of  their 
moveables,  and  afterwards  a  thirtieth.*    The  clergy,  likewife, 

m 

gave  him  a  twentieth  of  their  temporalities',  to  enable  him  to 
cariy  on  this  popular  war  J  As  tliefe  aids  could  not  be  railed  {o 
/aon  as  thejicrvice  mi^t  require,  he  borrowed  money  of  all  the 
trading  tdwns  in  England,  which  was  to  anfwer  his  prefent 
neceffities ;  and  he  defired  a  like  loan  out  of  Ireland  from  tlie 
merohahts,  the  prelates,  and  nobility  of  that  kingdom/  Such 
was  the  eftecm  in  which  Edward  was  held,  that  Gafton  de  Bern ' 
defired  to  have  the  honour  of  ferving  in  the  Welfh  expedition ; 
and  even  the  Scots,  on  this  occafion,  offered  their  fervices ;  little 
thinking  that  they  themfelves  would  foon  become  the  victims  of 
that  prince's  ambition/     The  barons  of  the  exchequer,  and  the 

m 

judges  of  the  king's,  bench  repaired  to  Shrewibury,  with  orders 
to  hold  their  courts  in  that  tQwn  during  the  continuance  of  the 
war/  A  natbn  like  the  Welfh,  fmall  in  extent,  and  fcattered 
over  a  few  barren  mountains,  rife  into  importance  as  we  view 
theie  mighty  preparations. 

A.  D.        As  foon  as  he  had  concerted  his  meafures,  the  king  of  England 

8th  of    began  his  march,  at  the  latter  end  of  April,  for  the  confines  of 

Wales.    Finding  that  the  war  was  likely  to  become  more  difficult 

I  Bradjy  voL  II.  p.  6.   Grafton's  Chu  p.  16$.    Chr^.T^  Wlykes,  p.  no.    Rjiner,- 
Tpl.IL  p.  189.  *  Bra4y,  p»  I  r,' 96*         '    .  .       ,    '       . 

3  Carte's  Hift.  Eng.  p.  192,  from  Chron.  Dunftaple* 
^  Rymer,  vol.  II.  p.  aao.  5  I)>2d,  p.  206. 

^  Guthrie,  voLI,  p.  895.  7  AAAalesWaverleienfis,  p^^JS* 
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than  he  had  at  firft  conceived,  he  iffued  out  fummonfes  from 
Worcefter,  that  all  his  military  tenants  fhould  meet  him  at 
Rhuddlan  in  the  enfuing  month  of  June ;  the  prelates  of  Eng- 
land, and  twenty-four  abbots  holding  of  the  crown,  were  alfo 
included  in  thefe  orders  to  fend  thither  their  fervices." 

Edward,  on  his  march  to  Chefter,  was  joined  by  the  country 
:  people  who  inhabited  the  Borders,  and  whom  he  employed  as 
before,  in  opening  roads  through  the  enemies  country.*  After 
flaying  a  fortnight  in  Chefter  to  reffefli  his  troops,  he  invefted, 
about  the  middle  of  June,  the  caftle  of  Hope.  This  fortrefs, 
which  for  fome  time  had  been  in  David^s  pofleffion,  was  yielded  up 
to  the  king,  almoft  as  foon  as  he  appeared  before  it.*  On  the 
approach  of  Edward,  the  Welfti  princes  raifed  the  fiege  of  Rhudd- 
lan caftle,  and  retreated  flowly  towards  Snowdunj  thinking  it 
more  prudent  to  feife  every  opportunity  of  cutting  oflF  his  de- 
tached parties,  than  with  unequal  force  to  fight  him  in  the  open 
field.*.  The  retreat  of  Llewelyn,  for  the  prefent,  was  of  little 
advantage  to  the  enemy ;  like  that  of  a  lion,  it  Was  flow, 
.  fallen,  and  full  of  danger.  Seifmg  a  favourable  opportunity, 
he  put  to  flight  a  detachment  of  the  Englifli  army  i  fourteen 
enfigns  were  taken  in  the  aflion ;  the  lords  Audley  and  Clifford., 
the  fon  of  William  dc  Valence,  Richard  de  Argenton,^  with 
many  others  were  flain ;  and  the  king  himfelf,  defeated  and  in 

■  Rymer,  vol.  IT.  p.  i88,  199.  *  Ibid.  p.  267. 

*  Cartc'o  Hift.  England,  vol.  II.  p.  193,  from  Ann«2cs  Ccftrenfis. 
*  Wclfh  ChrojQ.  p.  337.  *  Chj;on«  T.  Wjkes,  p.  1 10. 
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ilifgrace,  was  obliged  to  retire  for  protection  into  Hope  caftlc, 
the  fortrefs  he  had  lately  taken/ 


It  was  not  until  the  latter  end  of  autumn,  that  Edward  was 
able  to  perform  any  a£lion  of  moment.  In  the  middle  of  July 
that  prince  reiided  in  the  caftle  of  Rhuddlan ;  and  ifTued  orders 
from  thence  to  the  iheriffs  of  the  neighbouring  counties,  to 
iend  him^  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  each,  a  number  of 
hatchet  men ;  who  were  ta  cut  down  the  woods,  and  open 
paflages  for  his  army,  b^ore,  it  could  advance  smy  farther 
with  convenience  or  fafety.*  He  alfo  gave  grants  to  feveral  of 
the  EngliOi  barons,  of  land  in  the  four  cantrevs,  the  late  ceded 
country ;  adding  the  incitement  of  intereft  to  the  national  zeai 
in  his  iervice.' 

DuiUNG  thefe  trania£tions^  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury  had 
come,  a  fecond  time,  into  Wales;  and  bad  fent  a  monitory 
letter  to  Llewelyn  and  to  all  his  adherents ;  in  which  he  reproved 
them  for  their  late  revolt,  urged  them  to  return  to  their  alle- 
giance, and  defired  that  they  would  point  out  their  grievances ;, 
for  all  of  which,  if  juftly  founded,  he  would  endeavour  to  ob- 
tain them  redrefs*  At  the  feme  time  he  held  out  a  menace,, 
that  in  cafe  of  contumacy,  they  would  draw  upon  themfelves  the: 


*  WcMh  Chron.  p.  37a,  from  Thomas  Walfingham.    Camdcn'i  Brit,  p.  688*. 

*  Guthrie's  Hiflw  £ng.  voKI.  p.  895. 
»  AnnalcaWftverieicflfi»,  pt23$.  WcUh  Chron.  ^ •  ^04,1 
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fcvereft  cenfurcs  of  the  church,  befides  all  the  power  of  ah 
irritated  nation." 

In  anfwer  to  this  lettefi  Llewelyn^  afliAed  by  his  council^ 
thought  proper  to  fend  a  memorial  dated  from  Aber»*  in  the 
latter  end  of  Oftoben*  In  a  ftrain  of  eloquence,  mild  afid 
perfuafive,  and  which  might  do  honour  to  a  more  polifhed 
age,  he  recited  the  various  evils  wluch  h&  himielf  and  his 
country  had  fuftained  from  Edward's  aibbition,  and  th0  rajHnc 
of  delegated  power  -,  and  with  a  fimmefs,  foftened  by  piety  and 
meeknefs,  he  demanded  that  juftice^  from  the  rights  of  nature^ 
and  from  the  fpirit  of  the  treaties  fubfifting,  which  die  king 
of  England  had  hitheito  denied  him«^ 

The  like  memorials  were  fent  by  David  the  brother  of  the 
Welfh  prince,  by  the  men  of  Rhos,  by  Rhys  Vychan  of  Strath*-^ 
Towi,  by  Llewelyn  and  Howel  the  fons  of  Rhys,  by  the  fons 
of  Meredydh  ap  Owen,  by  the  chieftains  of  Strath*Alyn,-f* 
by  the  men  of  Penlhyn,  by  Gronw  ap  Heilyn,  and  by  the 
nobles  of  Engleficld.*  It  was  likewife  declared  by  Llewelyn 
and  his  council,  that  if  their  grievances  were  redrefled,  if  their 
native  laws  and  rights  were  preferved,  and  if  their  fafety  in 
future  might  depend  upon  the  tenor  of  the  late-  treaty,  that  they  ' 
were  willing  to   enter  into  a   lafting,  peace  with   England,* 

I  J- Roffi.  Ant,  Warw.  p*  165.  Chron.  T.  Wykcs,  p*  1 16»   Welfh  Chr.  p»338r-34J» 
SeeAppendix^  No»V. 

*  Garth  Celyn^         *  Sec  Appendix,  No,  VI.         «  Wellli  Chron.  p- 540—350. 

t  TJlradAlun.  4  See  Append.  No.  VII— XV.  WcW»  Chr.  p.  3  JO— 364* 

»  Welfli  Chroa.  p.  343*  taken  from  the  Records  of  Cantcrbuiy. 
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There  is  a  force  in  thefe  recitals,  thus  arranged  and  authen- 
ticated, expreffive  of  the  wretched  fituation  of  the  Welfti ;  all  of 
them  complaining  of  injuries,  of  the  violation  of  treaties,  and 
of  the  power  of  the  mighty  over  the  'weak. 

As  foon  as  Llewelyn  and  the  Welfh  chieftains  had  delivered 
thefe  memorials,  iti  juftification  of  their  revolt,  the  archbifhop 
returned  to  the  king ;  and  urged  that  prince  to  attend  to  theijf 
complaints,  and  to  redrefs  their  wrongs  ;  or  at  leaft,  he  defired, 
that  the  idea  of  thefe  complaints  being  juftly  founded  might  in 
fome  meafure  extenuate  their  faults.  The  anfwer  returned  by 
the  Englifli  prmce,  was,  that  though  there  was  no  excufe  to  be 
found  for  their  conduft,  yet  he  was  ftill  defirous  of  doing  juftice 
to  their  complaints.  Availing  himfelf  of  an  anfwer,  which  car- 
ried  with  it  the  appearance  of  mildnefs,  the  archbiiliop  requefted 
the  king  that  the  complainants  might  have  free  accefs  to  his 
prefence,  to  unfold  their  griefs,  and  to  plead  their  own  caufe. 
The  reply  which  Edward  made  was  dark  and  evafive,  and  un- 
worthy of  fo  great  a  prince  i  he  f^d,  *^'  that  they  might  freely 
'*  come,  and  depart,  if  it  fhould  appear,  that  m  juJHce  they* 
**  ought  to  return  in  fafety." '. 

On  the  ftrength  of  this  anfwer,  arbitraiy  as  it  was,  and  the 
deepeft  danger  lurking  within  it,  the  archbifhop  repaired  again 
to  Snowdun,  to  renew  the  negotiation  with  the  prince  of  Wales ; 
in  hopes  of  prevailing  on  him,  by  proper  fubmiffion,  to  avail- 

himfelf 
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himfelf  of  what  that  prelate  conceived  to  be,  or  might  wifti 
to  reprefent  as  the  gracious  difpofition  of  the  king/  Llewelyn 
and  his  council  were  not  caught  in  the  fnare  which  was  laid 
for  their  fafcty.  They  clearly  faw  into  the  defigns  of  the 
Englifh  monarch.  They  faw,  at  this  moment,  all  that  was  dear 
to  men  and  to  citizens  at  flake ;  their  lives,  their  families,  their 
country,  its  liberties  and  laws,  with  the  cuftoms  of  their  fathers : 
and  they  faw,  too,  that  this  was  the  crifis  for  manly  refiftance. 

Impressed  with  fuch  fentiments  as  thefe,  it  was  not  likely 
that   any    argument,   delufive  or  friendly,   which  was  in  the 
power  of  the  archbifliop  to  offer,  could  accomplifh  his  views, 
or  could  fhake  the  firmnefs  of  Llewelyn  and  his  council.    After 
much  conference  on    the  fubje6l,   debated  with  a  fpirit  and 
ferioufnefs  fuited  to    its  importance,   he  was  defired  hy  the 
prince  of  Wales  to  return  to  his  fovereign ,  with  this  generous 
and  manly  declaration ;  "  that,  as  the  guardian  of  his  people's 
"  fafety,  his  confcience  alone,  fhould  direft  his  fubmiflion ;  nor 
**  would  he  confent  to  any  compliance  which  might  derogate 
**  from  the  dignity  of  his  flation."     We  eafily  conceive  that 
the  pride  of  Edward  was  wounded,  and  his  indignation  excited 
by  a  reply,  fo  little  expeded,  though  fo  worthy  of  a  patriot 
prince.     On  its  being  reported  to  the  Englifh  king,  he  de- 
clared 5  "  that  no  other  terms  fhould  be  in  future  offered  to 
•*  the  Welfh,  than  the  entire  and  unconditional  fubmiflion  of 

5*  Llewelyn  and  his  people/'  t 

■     .  •  \ 

»  WcUh  Chron.  p.  3^4.  *  Weab  Cbron.  p.  ^^^ 

Sensible 
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Sensible  that  the  prmce  of  Wales  would  never  recede  from 
the  refqlution  he  had  formed^  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury 
interceded  with  the  king,  that  on  a  fubjefl;  of  fuch  weighty 
concern^  he  might  have  a  conference  with  thofe  noblemen,  who 
at  that  tim^  were  prefent  in  the  Engliih  army.  Edward  con- 
&nted  that  fuch  a  conference  ihould  be  held ;  the  refult  of  which 
was,  that  three  feparatQ  propofals  fhould  be  fent  to  the  Welib 
princes,  and  to  their  cou,ncilj  as  the  only  bafis  on  which  any 
peace  could  be  eftablftied. ' 

During  this  negociation,  the  prince  of  Wales  remained  in 
liis  palace  at  Aber ;  and  the  Welfli  army,  it  is  moft  probable, 
.  .    was  ftationed  on  the  heights  above  upon  Penmaen  Mawr/  . 

The  firft  pf  thefe  propofals,  which  was  ordered  to  be  read  in 
public,  before  the  two  princes  and  the  chieftains  affembled  in 
council,  fignifieds  that  no  treaty  whatever  could  take  place  re- 
fpe6l:ing  the  ifland  of  Anglefey,  the  four  cantrevs,  and  the  eftates 
which  were  already  granted  by  the  king  to  the  Englifh  lords ; 
tha  if  the  tenants  of  thofe  cantrevs  fliould  think  proper  to 
fubmit  to  theic  fovereign,  they  fhould,  in  that  cafe^  be  treated 
in  a  manner  becoming  the  majejiy  of  the  king.  In  refpeft 
to  Llewelyn,  no  terms  whatever  were  offered  to  him  5  he  was 
to  yield  himfelf  up  without  any  condition.' 

«  Wclfli  Chron.  p-  364. 
•  It  was  confidcrcd  as  the  flrongcft  fortification  which   the  Wclfli  poiTeflcd    in 
the  mountains  of  Snowdun,  and  capable  of  containing  dO,ooo  men.     Sec  Camden's 
Britan.  Gibfon'g  edit.  p.  673, 

3  S»e  AppendU,  K^,  3£VZ,  W«Uk  Ghron*  p.  364,  365* 
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The  fccond  proposal  was  to  be  prefented  in  fecret  to  th*  , 
prince  of  Wales,  and  was  no  doubt  intend^sd  a(s  a  fnare  to  Kii 
honour/  It  was  there  propofed,  that  he  fhould  yield  himfelf  up/ 
to  the  raerty  of  Edward,  and  Ihould  quietly  relinquiiK  thd 
pofieflion  of  Snowdun;  as  a  cordis,  however^  io  be  thrown: 
JOto  the  Ktter  cup,  the  Englifh  nobility  pronaifed  to  prevail,  if 
poflSble,  with  the  king,  that  he  fhould  provide  for  Llewelyn^s? 
daughter  fuitably  to  her  ftation  5  that  he  fhould  aDow  him 
one  thoufand  pounds  a  year,  and  a  refpeftable  county  in  Eng* 
land.  If  that  prince  fhould  siarry  agaiti,  and  fliould  have  heirs 
male,  they  promiied  to  entreat  the  king,  that  this  annuity,  and* 
die  faid  county,  fhould  be  fettled  on  thofc  heirs  for  ever  y  arid 
that  the  king  ihould  alfo  provide  iot  the  adherents  of  the  Welfht 
prince,  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  their  eftates  and  conditions/. 

The  thu'd  propofal  was  intended  to  feduce  or  to  intimidate 
David  from  his  duty ;.  and  was  ordered,  that  in  the  like  manner,, 
it  Ihould  be  read  to  that  prince  in  fecret.'  If  he  wouki  confent  to 
take  the  Crofs^  and  to  go  into  the  Holy  Land,  he  fhould  have  a 
provifion  made  for  him  agreeable  to  his  quality^  on  the  con«^ 
dition^  however^  that  he  fhould  «W(fr  retum  from  thence  unlejfe 
he  fhould  be  recalled  by  the  king;  and  as  a  farther  inducement,, 
the  negociators  alfo  pronufed  to  entreat  their  fovereign,  that 
he  fhould  provide  in  a  fuitable  manner  for  his  daughter/ 

The  conceffions  expefted  fVom  Llewelyn,  the-  fingular  lei 
quifition  made  to  prince  David,  and  the'  geiieral  fubmiilion  de* 

■  Appendix,  No.  XVII.         *  WcUh  Chron.  p.  345*    See  Appcnduc,  Nx),  XVL 
3.  See  Appendix^  No.  XVUJU  f  WtUh  Chron.  p.  366.. 
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manded  from  all,  were  enforced  by  the  terror  of  ecclefiaftical 
cenfures ;  and  in  cafe  of  difobcdience,  a  menace  was  thrown 
out,  that  the  Welfti  nation  fhould  be  entirely  exterminated.  Such 
were  the  conditions  of  peace  propofed  by  an  interefted  nobility ; 
and  wanting  as  they  did  the  fandlion  of  Edward,  though  imnie- 
diately  formed  under  his  influenccj  they  were  mean,  perfidious, 
and  arbitrary ;  or,  at  leaft,  they  carried  with  them  a  dark  and 
fufpicious  alpeft. 

It  was  not  in  the  nature  of  Llewelyn,  when  the  dearcfl: 
concerns  of  his  people  were  mijiglcd  with  his  own,  to  entertain 
an  idea  of  intereft  exclufive  of  theirs,  or  to  engage  with  the 
common  enemy  in  any  fecret  intercourfe,  or  partial  negociation* 
The  propofals  fent  by  the  archbifhop,  were  openly  difcufled  in 
the  prefence  of  Llewelyn,  of  his  brother  David,  and  of  the 
chieftains  who  compofed  his  council.  The  refult  of  which  was, 
that  three  different  memorials  fhould  be  returned  to  that  prelate, 
which  would  declare  their  fentiments  of  the  terms  which  had 
been  offered ;  and  would  convey  to  the  EngUfli  monarch  their 
laft,  folemn,  and  decifive  determination. 

In  a  ftile  of  fimplicity  which  might  have  carried  conviiSlion 
to  the  mind,  the  prince  of  Wales  informed  the  archbifhop  j' 
that  the  terms  he  had  brought,  were  neither  honeftly  intended, 
nor  could  they  be  fafely  confided  in  j  that  though  he  himfelf, 
through  weaknefs  or  intereft,  fliould  be  inclined  to  liften  to  the 
fcparate  advantage  propofed,  his  people  and  all  the  chieftains  in 

*  See  Appendix,  No.  XIX. 

Wales, 
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Wales,  aware  of  tl^e  mifchicvous  tendencf*  would  refufe  their 
confcnt ;  as  not  being  bound  to  yield  up  their  rights  to  any  meait 
compliance  in  their  prince :  He  defired  likewife,  as  the  means 
of  eftabliftiing  an  honeft  and  durable  peace,  that  the  archbifliop' 
would  have  refpeft  to.  the  memorials  which  were  then  fent  by" 
himfelf  and  by  his  council:.  He  faid  too,  that  it  wouM  have 
been  more  honourable  to  the  Idng,  and  more  agreeable  to  reafon». 
if  he  had  been  permitted  to  continue  on  the  land  of  his  fathers,., 
rather  than  that  his  territories  (hould  be  wrefted  from  him,,  anck 
ftiould  be  given  to  foreigners/ 


4^^ 


With  a  force  of  reafcnihg,  refulting  from  a^  manly  and  dis- 
cerning fpirit,*  the  Welfti  chieftains  who  formed  the  princets^ 
council,  declared  ;  that  no  peace  could  be  made,  unlefs  the  four 
cantrev3  were  included  in  the  ti-eaty ;  as  they  had  always  be- 
longed tp  the  princes  of  Wales  from  the  earlieft  period  of  their 
hiftory  j  and  were  alfo  confirmed  by  the  fonftion  of  the  Pope^. 
and  by  the  treaty  with  Henry  the  third.     The  tenants  of  thofe- 
cantrevs  likewife  declared,^  that  they  did  not  dare  to  fubmit  to  the 
king;   as  he  had  neither  kept  covenant,  nor  oath,  grant,^  nor 
charter,  with  the  prince„nor  with  his  people,   Llewelyn's  councils 
told  the  archbifhop,  that  they  themfclves,  far  thefe  reafons,  were 
afraid  to  come  into  the  prefence  of  the  king ;   much  lefs  would* 
they,  fuffer  their  prince  to  hazard  his  perfonal  fafety :  They,  re- 
jefled  alfo  the  annuity  of  one  thoufand  pounds,  as  being  offered 
by  men,  who  were  attempting  to  wreft  from  Llewelyn  his  heredl- 

O  o  o  tary 
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tary  dombions,  and  which  they  were  defirous  of  enjoying  them- 
'  felves  :  They  feid,  that  it  would  neither  be  confident  with  pru- 
dence nor  his  duty,  for  their  fovcreign  to  relinquifli  his  native 
demefiies,  and  to  accept  of  other  territories  in  England;  un- 
acquainted as  he  was  with  its  laws  and  cuftoms,  its  language 
and  manners :  That  he  muft  likewife  hold  thofe  eftates,  fituated 
^amidft  his  enemies,  on  a  very  precarious  tenure :  They  added, 
^likewife,  that  it  was  not  probable,  that  the  king,  defirous  of  taking 
from  him  his  barren  inheritance  in  Wales,  would  long  allow 
him  to  enjoy  the  cultivated  land  of  England :  They  declared, 
that  they  would  not  fufFer  their  prince  to  give  up  to  the  king 
the  pofleffion  of  Snowdun,  appertaining  to  his  fovereignty  from 
the  earliefl:  times,  and  meanly  to  accept  of  what  might  be  thought 
*an  equivalent  in  England :  The  people  of  Snowdun,  alfo,  de- 
clared;  that  though  Llewielyn  fhould  relinquifh  his  own  rights, 
that  they  themfelves  would  never  do  homage  to  foreigners,  with 
^whofe  habits  of  life  they  were  entirely  unacquainted ;  4cfl:  they 
^fliould  be  as  cruelly  treated  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  four  cantievs 
lidd  Lcen ;  a  recital  of  whofe  injuries  had  already  been  fent  to 
that  prel?rte.'     The  fpirit  of  a  free  conftitution,   in  reftraining 
the  will  of  the  fovcreign,  is  difFufed  thi'ough  the  whole  of  this 
intercfting  memoriaL 

'There  is  fomething  peculiarly  touching  in  the  memorial  fent 
by  prince  David.*  He  faid,  that  when  he  felt  himfelf  dilpofed 
to  vifit  the  Holy  Land,  his  motives  flioidd  be  pure  and  voluntaiy; 

$ 

•  Welfh  Chron,  p.  368,  369,     $••  Appendix,  No;  XX, 

•  Appendix,  No«XXf« 
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influenced  by  a  fpirit  of  piety^  and  not  enforced  by  the  arbitral^ 
will  of  another.  Devotion  that  is  forced,  he  faid,  is  difpleafing. 
to  God ;.  and,  if  ever  he  fhould  undertake,  fuch  a  journey,  lus^ 
pofterity  fhoukl  be  rather  rewarded  for  their  father's  piety,  than* 
that  they  ihouldjr  on  that  account,  have  their  inheritance  takeaN 
from  them.  It  was  not  the  Welfh,  he  faid,  who  were  the  movers » 
of  the  war ;;  no  lull  of  avarice,,  no  rage  for  conqiaeft  on  their 
part  began  it  5  they  had  only  defended  their  own  country.,  their 
liberties  and  laws,  againfi  the  avarice,  the  cruelty,  and  hatred  o^ 
the  Eiiglifh  king  and  his  people.  For  rfie  truth  of  which,  he* 
iblemnly  appealed  to  God;  calling  on  him  to  avenge  their  wrongs^, 
and  to  vindicate  their  caufev  He  forbad  the.  archbiihop  to  fulmi^ 
nate  his  cenfures  againft  any  but  thde  who  had  been  thefaufe  of 
thefe  enormities  v  and  as  the  Welfh  had.fu&red  fiich  evils  at  the: 
hands  of  the  king's  officers,  he  hoped  that  they>  fhould  receive: 
at  his  hands  remedy  and  comfort.  "  Very  many  do  marvel/*; 
faid  he^  "  that  you  do  coun&l  us  to  leave  our  own  land,  and  go^ 
^'  to  other  men's  lands  among  our  enemies  to  live ;.  for  as  we 
"  cannot  have  peace  in  our  own  country,,  what  reaibn  have  we 
to  hoj^e  that  we  fhall  remain  in  quiet  in  that  of  our  enemies  J^ 
Though  it  be  hard  to  live  ia  war  and  danger,  it  is  (till  nu)re: 
hard,'*  faid  he,  "  to  be  utterly  deftroyed>  and  be  brought  to- 
nothing.  The  fear  of  death,  the  fear  of  imprifonment,.  the: 
fear  of  having  our  eftates  torn  from  us^  no  keeping  of  jMomife^ 
covenant,  grant,  or  charter,,  in  fliort,  a  raoft  tyrannical  do- 
minion, are  among  the  many  caufes  which  urge  us  to  war,"* 
To  the  remedy  of  thefe  evils  he  defired  of  the  archbifhop  his; 
pious  and  charitable  aid.     He  concluded  this  moving  addrefs,  by/ 

laying^ 
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'laying,  **  If  any  perfon  in  England  offends  the  king,  his  eftate 
is  not  taken  away ;  if  one  of  our  own  people  ihould  commit 
a  fault,  let  him  be  punifhed  agreeably  to  juftice,  but  not  en- 
"  tirely  to  his  ruin.  As  we  truft  in  youy  we  pray  you,  holy 
*'  father,  to  labour  to  this  end.  If  they  lay  to  our  charge  that 
"  it  is  we  who  have  broke  the  peace,  it  is  evidently  clear,  from 
"  fafts,  that  it  is  they,  and  not  we,  that  are  in  fault  j  they  who 
"  never  kept  promife,  or  covenant,  or  order,  or  made  any  fatis- 
"  faftion  for  trefpaffes,  or  remedy  for  our  complaints." '  It  is 
with  pity  and  admiration  that  we  fee  a  band  of  heroes  and 
patriots,  ftationed  upon  their  only  mountain,  cdmly  and  with 
firmnefs  aflerting  their  rights,  and  making  their  laft  flruggle  for 
freedom.  Theicene  is  folemn  and  interefling;  and,  in  many 
points  of  refeipblance,  prefents  the  image  of  Lepnidas  in  the 
-Straits  of  Thermopylae. 

All  conference  was  now  at  an  end ;  the  late  negoclation  had 
clearly  fhewn  that  the  fentiments  of  the  two  powers  were  en- 
tirely incompatible.  No  longer  purfuing,  in  the  fpirit  of  benevo- 
lence, the  rights  of  this  injured  people,  the  archbifhop  of  Canter- 
bury pronounced  them  accurfed,  and  thundered  againft  them  the 
w^hole  force  of  ecclefiaftical  judgments.* 

During  thefe  tranfaffions,  the  roads  being  opened,  and  his 
reinforcements  arrived,  Edward  about  the  firft  of  November  left 

«■  Thcfc  memorials  .were  taken  from  the  Records  of  JoKn  Peckkftm  archbilhop  of 
Caateiburjr,  who  was  Edwaid's  ambaifador  on  this  occaflon.     Welih  Chron.  p.  371* 

*  J.  Roffi,  Ant,  Warw.  jp.  165.    Wellh  Chron.  J.  3,71. 

Rhuddlan, 
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Rhuddlan/  and  advanced  to  Conway^   near  which  town  he 
ftationed  his  army  in  advantageous  (ituations.    His  horie  were 
encamped  on  the  plains  which  lay  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains 
of  Snowdun  5  with  a  view  of  fecuring  the  avenues  of  the  coun- 
try to  the  eaft  and  to  the  fouth  ^  and  the  infantry  were  pofted 
on  the  fides  of  the  hills  under  cover  of  the  woods.*     The  treaty 
being  ended^  -and  not  able  to  bring  the  enemy  to  a£lion,  Edward 
t)rdeFed  a  Arong  detachment  of  marines  and  other  forces,  in  the 
veflels  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  to  take  pofiefiion  of  Anglefey.    The 
manoeuvre  was  wifely  planned ;  the  fuccefs  of  which  would  not 
only  deprive  the  Welfh  of  the  advantage  of  that  iiland^   as  a 
iburce  of  provifions,  but  would  alfo  confine  them  in  narrower 
limits;  and  by  dividing  their  attention,   would  facilitate  his 
entrance  into  the  country.     This  fervice  was  performed  with  al! 
imaginable  fuccefs ;  the  ifland  was  eafily  taken ;  the  chief  perfons 
in  it  having  fupported  the  interefts  of  Edward,  agreeably  to  the 
oaths  which  they  had  taken  at  the  late  peace.'     With  a  view  of 
obtaining  pofiieffion  x)f  the  mountains  upon  the  rear  of  the 
enemy,  or  of  forming  a  jundion  with  the  other  part  of  the  army, 
in  the  very  heart  of  their  country ;  preparations  were  made  to 
pafs  the  water  of  Menai,  which  runs  between  Anglefey  and  the 
coaft  of  Caernarvon. 

TiiERE  is  a  point  of  land,  neai^y  oppofite  to  £angor,  called 
Moel-y-donn,  where  the  water  is  much  narrower  than  in  other 
parts  of  the  Straits.  Prom  this  place,  the  Englifli  formed  a  bridge 

*  Chron.  T.  Wykc,  p.  i  lo.  *  PoKdorc  Virgil,  p.  323  Holiafliead,  p.  481. 

*  Welfti  Chron.  p.  371.   T.  Virgil,  p.  344,    J.  Roffi.  Aat.  Www.  p.  i^. 
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of  boats  which  were  chained  together,  and  over  which  ^  platform 
of  boards  was  raifed,  wide  enough  for  flxty  men  to  march  in 
front/  To  counteraft  this  defign,  the  Welfli  threw  up  entrench- 
ments>  at  fome  diftance,  on  their  fide  of  the  river ;  to  check  the 
enemies  advance,  and  to  fccure  the  pafles  into  their  mountains-.^ 
Before  the  bridge  was  entirely  finifhed,  a  party  of  Englilh,  at- 
tended by  the  Gafcon  lords^  wbo^  with  a  body  of  Spahifli  troops^ 
were  then  in  the  fervlce  of  Edward^  dtfpi£ng  the  Welfli  for 
the  eafy  conqueft  of  Anglefey,  pafled  over  the  Mei^ai  at  low- 
water,  with  a  coniiderable  force ;  to  reconnoitre  their  works,  or 
to  give  a  difplay  of  their  own  valoiH*.  Richard  ap  Walwyny 
who  commanded  in  thefe  poils,  knowing  that  the  tidd  would 
Jbon  tioWj  and  cut  off  the  enemies  retreat  to  the  bcidge^  re-* 
maintfd  quiet  within  his  entrenchments;  and  neither  oppo&d 
their  pafiage,  nor  molefted  their  advance  up  into  the  country..^ 
As  foon  as  the  Menai  had  rifen  fo  high,  as  to  prevent  any  com« 
munication  with  the  ifland^  the  WeUh  in  great  multitudes  ruihed 
down  from  the  mountains  ;  afiaulted  the  enemy  with  loud  out- 
cries, and  purfued  them  with  great  flaughter  into  the  water ;.  in 
which  many  were  drowned,  encumbered  with  the  weight  oi  their 
armour.  Fifteen  knights,  thirty-two  efquires,.  and  one  thoufand 
common  foldiers  were  flain,  or  periflied  in  the  Menai.  Among 
others  who  fell  in  tliis  day's  difafter,  were  Lucas  de  Taney  the 
leader  of  the  foreign  troops,  William  de  Dodingefeles^  and  Wil- 

»  Welfh  Chr»  p.  372.  Holin(hcad,.p.  j8u  AnnalcsWaTcrlcicafis,  p.aji-  Polidore 
Virgil,  p,  324.    Hen,  de  Knyghton  de  Etcm.  Ang.  p.  1464. 

*  Carte,  vol.1,  p.  193, 
'  WeUh  Chron.  p.  J7a.    Guthrie,  vol.1,  p.  896,.  from  Liber  Petorborgi. 
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liam  de  la  Zouch.  The  lord  Latimer,  who  commanded  the  Eng- 
lifh  in  this  detachment,  had  the  good  fortune  to  recover  the 
bridge,  by  the  ftoutnefs  of  his  horfe.* 


This  difafter  was  a  fevere  check  to  the  views  of  Edward, 
His  fituation  v(^as  now  become  critical,  humiliating,  and  dan- 
gerous? Befides  the  lofs  he  had  fuftained,  the  winter  was  in 
advance :  his  two  armies  could  have  no  communication  by  land  j 
the  defign,  likewife,  of  a  diverfion  was  rendered  imprafticable. 
The  Welfli,  high  in  fpirits,  and  mafters  of  the  defiles,  were 
ftrongly  entrenched  on^  their  mountains ;  the  caftle  of  Snowdun 
was  filled  with  foldiers,  and  furniflied  with  plenty  of  provifions  j* 
and  they  had  feen,  too,  that  even  Edward  and  his  foreign  troops^ 
with  all  their  ftratagems  of  war,  were  not  invinciblci.  This  fuccefs 
they  regarded  as  a  prefage  of  future  profpcrity.  Their  hopes 
began  to  revive,  and  their  views  to  extend;  which  were  heightened 
ftill  more  by  a  prophecy  of  Merlin,  long  chcriihed  among  the 
Welfh ;  that  Llewelyn  ftiould  one  day  wield  the  fceptre  of  Brutus, 
the  fuppofed  founder  of  their  empire.'  It  is  poffiblc,  too,  that 
the  Wdfti. prince,  himfelf,  might  indulge  the  iame  hopes,  from 
a  like  delufive  fource,  the  prediftion  of  a  foothfaycr.  When  he 
firfl  began  the  revolt,  he  confulted  an  aged  woman,  who  was 

*  Holinfhead,  p.  281,  fays  that  only  two  kundred  foot  foldiers  pertihodi  Guthrie*« 
litft.  £ag.  p.  8969  from  Liber  Petprburgi.  We4ib  ChFoa.  p,  372^  PaUdore-. Virgil, 
p,  324«  Hen,  dc  Knyghton  Event*  Aug.  p.  2464.     MattK.  Wcflm.  p*  176. 

*  Hcn«  de  Knyghton  de  Event,  Ang.  p.  2464^     GraftoaS  Chron.  p,  ^65* 

5  Polidorc  Virgil,  p.  324,  Brady,  voh  11.  p.  9.  Matth,  Wc&m.  p.  176,  -Annalct 
Waverleienfis,  p.  235^ 

«  reputed 
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a  reputed  prophetefs,  rcfpefting  the  iflbc  of  the  war ;  who  ad- 
vifed  him  to  purfue  the  enterprife  with  fpirit,  and  alTured  htm 
alfo,  that  in  the  event  he  would  ride  through  Cheapiide  in 
London  with  a  crown  upon  his  head/ 

In  this  flate  of  things,  unable  to  advance,  ^nd  too  proud  to 
relinquifh  the  defign,  Edward  retired  to  Rhuddlan/  From  this 
A.  D,  place,  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  November,  he  ifTued  out  fum- 
monies  to  the  (heriffs  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  to  the  following 
cfFe<a.  "  Whereas  Llewelyn^  the  fon  of  Gryffydh,  and  other 
'*  WeUhmen  his  accomplices,  our  enemies  and  rebels,  have  fo 
"  often,  in  the  times  of  Us  and  our  progenitors,  difturbed  the 
*'  peace  of  England,  and  do  flill  continue  in  the  fame  courfe  ^ 
*•  and  for  that,  by  the  advice  of  our  great  men,  and  the  whole 
***  community  of  the  land,  we  propound  finally  to  reprefs  their 
•*  rebellion  and  inflability,  fo  as  it  fhall  not  be  in  their  power 
"  to  diflurb  the  peace  of  the  nation  when  they  pleafe,,  although 
"  that  it  feems  to  be  a  very  great  charge,  and  a  moft  dijSicult 
".  undertaking :  We  therefore  command  that  you  caufe  to  come 
"  before  us  on  the  twentieth  of  Januaiy,.  at  Northampton,,  or 
"  before  our  commiffioners,  all  thofe  of  your  bailiwic  that  have 
*'  tweaty  pounds  a  year,  and  upwards,  who  are.  able  and  fit  to 
"  bear  arms,  and  who  are  not  prefent  with  us,  in  our  expe- 
"  dition  againfl  the  WeHh  j  and  four  knights  of  each  county> 
"  for  the  community  of  the  fame  counties,  having  full  power 
"  from  them;  and  alfb  of  every  city,  borough,  and  market  town^ 
•*  two  men  for  the  conunons  of  the  fames  to  hear  and  do 

'  Htlu^ead,  p.  aSit  *  Brady,  toU  II.  p.  lo. 

^  things^ 
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"  things,  which,  on  our  behalf,  we  (hall  caufe  to  be  fliewn 
unto  them."  The  like  precept  was  fent  to  the  (herifF  of  every 
county  in  England ;  with  this  difference  only,  that  the  people, 
{o  ordered  by  the  writs  of  the  counties  of  York,  Cumberland, 
Weftmoreland,  Northumberland,  and  Lancafter,  were  to  aflem- 
ble  at  York.  The  clergy  and  prelates  of  England  were  alfo  re- 
quired to  perform  their  fervices,  in  carrying  on  this  ncccf&ry 
war.'  The  nature  of  thefc  precepts,  and  the  warlike  appoint- 
ments fo  extenfive,  mark  the  eager  fpirit  of  Edward,  as  well  as 
the  idea  which  that  prince  entertained  of  the  difficulty  and  im-  ' 
portance  of  the  enterprife.  But  an  event  happened  (bon  after, 
fodden  and  unforefeen,  which  doled  with  glory  the  life  of 
Llewelyn,  and  decided  the  fate  of  the  Welfh  nation. 

The  carl  of  Gloucefter,  affifted  by  Sir  Edmund  Mortimer, 
had  been  fent  with  an  army  into  South  Wales,  to  reduce  that 
country  5  and  to  ch6ck  the  depredations  of  Rhys  ap  Maelgwyn, 
and  Gryfl^dh  ap  Meredydh,  "the  two  chiefs  who  had  taken  up 
arms  in  fevour  of  Llewelyn,  and  had  ravaged  the  prefent  counties 
of  Caerdigan  and  Caermarthen.  Thefe  chieftains,  a  little  time 
before,  had  been  defeated  by  the  tarl  of  Gloucefter,  near  to 
Llandeilo-Vawr,  with  the  lofs  only  on  the  enemies  part,  in 
perfons  of  note,  of  five  knights,  and  of  William  de  Valence, 
coufin  to  the  Englifh  monarch.* 

'  Brady,  toI*  IL  p.  lo. 

« 

*  J.  Roffi.  Ant.  Warw.  p.  165.    Wclih  Chron.  p.  372.    Humfrcy  Lhuyd's  Brcv. 
p.  6o« 
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The  late  fuccefs  of  the  Welfh,  in  the  a£tion  of  the  Menai, 
had  fet  on  fire  their  enthufiaflic  fpirit)  they  confidered  it  as 
a  miracle  which  had  been  wrought  in  their  favour.  Confident, 
on  the  faith  of  the  ancient  prophecies,  that  in  the  perfon  of 
Llewelyn,  the  empire  of  their  fathers  would  be  reftored  j  they 
urged  that  prince  to  a6l  with  intrepidity,  to  feife  this  fortunate 
moment,  and  to  affault  the  Engliih  in  their  turn,  feparated 
and  difpirited  by  the  lofs  which  they  had  lately  fuftained/ 
Llewelyn  thought  this  an  cnterprifc  of  too  much  importance^ 
to  engage  in  it  without  farther  reinforcements  5  which  he  was 
not  without  hopes  of  receiving,  as  he  had  entered  into  a  large 
correfpondence  with  many  of  Edward's  fubjedts  in  the  marches, 
and  in  South  Wales.*  In  hopes,  by  thefe  means,  of  drawing 
together  a  great  body  of  troops,  to  enable  him  to  ftrike  fo  de- 
cifive  a  blow;  or  by  his  prefence  to  re-animate  his  party,  he 
determined  to  go  into  South  Wales.  Thinking  the  quarter  of 
Snowdun  fafe  for  the  winter,  he  left  his  brother  David  to 
guard  the  paffes  of  thofe  mountains ;  and  the  prince  of  Wales 
himfelf,  with  a  body  of  forces,  marched  to  the  aid  of  his  ad- 
herents who  favoured  his  caufe  in  that  country;'  where,  having 
overrun  the  territories  of  Caerdigan  and  Strath-Towi,  he  ravaged 
the  eftates  of  Rhys  ap  Meredydh/ 

I  Matth*  Weftm.  p.  176.     P.  Virgil,  p.  324.     Brady,  toI.II.  p«9» 

•  Guthrie's  Hift.  Eng.  p.  897. 

^  Ibid»    AnnaU  Wavcrlcicnfis,  p.  335.    PoKdorc  Virgil,  p.  324.    Matth^  Wcftm.. 
pci76, 

•♦  J.RoiS.  Ant,  Warw.  p.  165.    Wclih  Chron#  m* 
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The  king,  having  intelligence  of  the  fudden  movement  of  the 
Welfli  prince,  difpatched  orders  to  Oliver  de  Dineham,  and 
other  noblemen  in  the  weft,  to  pafs  over  the  mouth  of  the 
Severn  to  Caermarthen,  and  to  give  their  fupport  to  his  generals 
in  that  country/ 

Llewelyn,  having  fo  far  fucceeded  in  his  enterprife,  pro- 
ceeded with  his  forces  to  the  cantrev  of  Buellt;  where,  by 
agreement,  he  was  to  hold  a  conference  with  fome  of  the  lords 
of  that  diftrid/  As  he  had  not  any  thing  to  fear  from  the 
fouthem  quarter,  his  only  anxiety  was  to  fecure  the  principal 
pafs  into  the  country,  that  no  danger  might  ariie  from  the 
north.  With  this  defign,  having  pofted  the  main  part  of  his 
army  on  the  fummit  of  a  mountain,  near  the  river  Wye ;  he 
ftationed  a  body  of  troops  at  a  bridge,  called  Pont  Orewyn, 
which  commanded  the  paflage  over  that  river.'  Having  thus 
fecured  himfelf,  as  he  thought,  from  the  fudden  attack  of  any 
enemy  j  the  prince  of  Wales,  unarmed,  and  attended  by  his 
efquire  alone,  proceeded  into  the  valley,  where  it  had  been  agreed 
upon  that  the  conference  (hould  be  held/  There  is  every  reafon 
to  fuppofe  that  the  defign  was  betrayed  by  the  very  lords  whom 
Llewelyn  had  appointed  to  meet/  In  a  moment  after  his  de- 
parture, the  bridge  was  attacked  by  John  GifFord,  and  Sir  Ed- 
mund Mortimer,  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  men  who  were  natives 
of  Buellt;  the  latter  nobleman,  or  his  father,  being  lord  of 

1  Rymcr,  vol.  IL  p.  223.  •  Welfli  Chroa.  p.  373. 

'  Ilolinfliead,  p.  281.  ♦  Hen.  dc  Kayghton  dc  Event.  Ang»  p,  2^64. 

5  Hurafrcy  Lhuyd,  p.  59.    Wclflx  Chroo.  p.  373% 

Ppp  a  that 
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that  country.'  The  poft  was  maintained  with  fuch  fpirit  by 
the  Welfh,  that  the  Englifli  lords  were  not  able  to  make  any 
impreffion,  until  Hclias  Walwyn,  who  was  probably  a  native 
of  the  country,  decided  the  conteft;  by  pointing  out  to  the 
enemy  a  paffage  through  tbe  river,  though  fomewhat  dangerous^ 
which  lay  below,  at  a  little  diftance  from  the  bridge.*  A 
detachment  was  ient  under  the  conduct  of  Walwyn,  to  ford 
the  river ;  and  with  ibme  difficulty  they  made  good  their  paflage. 
Aflaulted  in  the  front  and  rear,  the  Welfh  relinquifhed  their 
pofl  t  and  the  remainder  of  the  £ngli(h  army  pai^  over  the 
bridge.  * 

The  prince  of  Wales,  all  this  time,  was  waiting  in  a  fmall 
grove,  the  place  which  had  been  appointed  for  the  meeting  of 
thofe  chieftains,  with  whom  he  was  to  hold  the  conference. 
On  the  enemies  firft  aflault,  his  efquire  came  to  inform  him  that 
he  heard  a  great  outcry  at  the  bridge.  The  Wellh  prince  enquired 
with  eagemefs  if  his  ibldiers  were  in  pofleilion  of  that  poft; 
and  being  informed  that  they  were,  he  calmly  replied,  <'  he  then 
••  would  not  ftir  from  thence^  though  the  whole  power  of 
^  England  was  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river."  This  confi- 
dence^  not  improperly  placed^  lafled  only  for  a  moment;  the 
grove  being  in  an  inftant  furrounded  by  the  enemies  horfc.* 
Befet  on  every  fide,  and  cut  off  from  his  army,  Llewelyn  en- 
deavoured, as  fecretly  as  he  could,  to  make  good  his  retreat^ 
and  to  join  the  troops  which  he  had  flationed  on  the  mountain ; 

■ 

>  WcUh  Chron.  p.  373,  »  Holinfiiead,  p.  aSi.   Wclfh  Chroa.  p.  373* 

•     *  Ibid.  ♦  Wclfli  Chron.  p.  374. 

9  who. 
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who,  drawn  up  in  battle  array,  were  eagerly  expecting  the 
return  of  their  prince.  In  making  this  attempt,  he  was  dif- 
covered,  and  clofely  purfued  by  Adam  de  Franfton,  an  Englifh 
knight;  who,  perceiving  him  to  be  a  Welfliman,  and  not  know- 
ing his  quality,  plunged  his  fpear  into  the  body  of  the  prince 
of  Wales,  being  unarmed  and  incapable  of  defence*'  This 
being  done,  regardlefs  of  the  perlbn  he  had  wounded,  Adam 
de  Franflon  inftantly  joined  his  own  army,  which  was  then 
afcending  the  mountain  to  diflodge  the  enemy  from  their  poft/ 
The  Welfh,  on  this  occafion,  were  fteady,  and  afted  with  great 
fpirit;  neither  animated  by  the  prefence  of  their  prince,  nor 
difpirited  by  a  knowledge  of  his  fate.  They  poured  upon  their 
enemies,  as  they  advanced  up  the  mountain,  a  (hower  of  arrows 
and  darts ;  but  the  Englifh,  having  placed  bodies  of  archers  in 
the  intervals  of  their  horfe,  annoyed  them  in  their  turn,  and 
at  length  obtained  the  fummit.'  The  adlion  continued  doubtful 
for  more  than  three  hours,  and  was  maintained  on  both  fides 
with  great  refolution  and  valour,*  until  at  length  the  Welih 
were  obliged  to  give  way,  were  entirely  defeated,  and  left  two 
thoufand  men,^  a  third  of  their  number,  dead  on  the  field,  a.  d. 
This  aftion  happened  on  the  tenth  of  December.^  8th  of 


Edw.  I. 


*  Henry  de  Knyghton,  p.  2464.    Humff ey  Lhuyd^s  BreT«  p.  60.    Welih  Chroa. 
p.  374*  Holioiheftd,  p«a8i. 

•  Ibid. 
'  Hen.  de  Knyghton,  p.  2464.    Welih  Chron.  p.  374.    HoUnfliead,  p.  281. 

4  Polidore  Virgil,  p.  ^i^* 

A 

'  Carte's  Hift.  England,  vol.  H.   p.  194,  from  Cbron.  Dunflaple. 

•  Polidore  Virgil,  p.  324. 

All 
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All  this  time  Llewelyn  had  lain  upon  the  ground,  faint  and 
almoft  expiring.  He  had  juft  life  enough  remaining  to  afk  for 
a  priefts  and  a  white  friar,  who  chanced  to  be  prefent,  admi« 
niftered  to  the  dying  prince  the  laft  facred  duties  of  his  office/ 

The  hurry  of  the  aftion  having  ceafed,  Adam  de  Franfton, 
now  at  leifure,  returned  into  the  valley  to  ftrip  the  perfon  he 
had  wounded.  On  viewing  the  body,  which  was  ftill  breathing, 
it  was  found,  to  the  great  joy  of  the  Englifh  army,  that  the 
dying  perfon  was  no  other  than  the  prince  of  Wales.*    Upon 

»  Rymcr,  vol.  IF.  p.  224. 
*  Hen.  dc  Knyghton,  p.  2464.  Guthrie's  Hift.  Eng.  p.  S97.  Welih  Chron* 
p.  374.— The  followiDg  is  the  account  preferved  by  tradition  amongft  the  inhabit* 
tants  of  Bucllt  rcfpedbing  this  event.  Llewelyn  had  pofted  his  army  on  a  hill  near 
Mochryd,  a  village  about  three  miles  below  Buellt,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  Wyc- 
Onthe  north  iide  of  the  river,  two  miles  belowBuellt,  the  prince  had  a  houfe  called 
Aberedwy,  to  which  he  came  for  the  purpofe  of  conferring  with  fome  chieftains  of 
the  country.  During  his  flay  there,  he  was  alarmed  with  the  approach  of  fome  Eng* 
liili  troops,  who  probably  had  intelligence  of  his  fituation.  The  prince,  to  extricate 
himfelf  from  the  danger  that  threatened  him,  caufed  his  horn's  flioes  to  be  re- 
Tcrfed,  to  deceive  his  purfuers,  as  the  fnow  was  on  the  ground  :  but  this  circum- 
flance  was  made  known  to  the  enemy,  through  the  treachery  of  the  fmith ;  and 
they  followed  fo  clofely,  that  Llewelyn  had  but  jufl  time  to  pafs  the  draw-bridge  at 
Buellt,  which  being  drawn  up  fecured  his  retreat.  In  the  mean  time,  the  Englifh 
troops  polled  at  Aberedwy,  had  information  of  a  ford  a  little  lower  down,  called 
Cefn  Twm  Bacb^  w^hich  they  crofTed,  and  by  that  means  came  between  Llewelyn  and 
his  army  Rationed  at  Mochryd.  The  only  means  of  fafety  that  now  offered  was 
to  fecrete  himfelf.  But  the  enemy  were  fo  diligent  in  the  piirfuit,  that  the  Wclfh 
prince  was  foon  difcovered  in  a  narrow  dingle,  in  which  he  had  concealed  himfelf, 
three  miles  north  of  Buellt,  and  about  five  miles  from  his  army ;  and  which  place, 
from  this  event,  was  called  Cwm  Llewelyn.  After  Llewelyn  was  killed,  they  cut  off 
his  head,  and  buried  his  body  near  the  fpot ;  and  at  fome  fubfequent  period  a  houfe 
was  erei^ed  over  his  grave,  which  is  called  Cffn^y^Bedd^  or  the  top  of  the  grave. 

ftripping 
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ftripping  Llewelyn,  there  were  found  in  his  troufers  his  privy 
feal,  and  a  paper  that  was  filled  with  dark  expreflions^  and  a 
lift  of  names  which  were  written  in  a  kind  df  cypher  -,  a  letter 
or  two  was  difcovered  at  the  fame  time,  all  of  which  evidently 
proved  he  had  engaged  in  a  confederacy  with  feveral  lords,  who 
were  Edward's  fubjeds  in  the  marches."     A  tranfcript  of  tliefe 
was  fent  by  Sir  Edmund  Mortimer  to  the  archbifhop  of  Can- 
terbury, who  was  then  in  Pcmbrokelhire;  and  who  tranfmitted 
them  immediately  to  the  king,  as  a  neceffary  precaution  to  guard 
againft  their  defigns.    But  that  prince  thought  it  not  prudent  to 
make  any  farther  inquiries ;  being  defirous  of  not  adding  to  a 
flame,  which  he  thought  muft  now  die  away  of  itfelf,*    No 
iboner  had  Llewelyn  expired,  than  his  head  was  cut  off  by  Adam 
de  Franfton ;  and,  as  a  gift  of  high  value,  was  prefented  to 
the  king,  who  at  this  time  refided  in  the  abbey  of  Conway.' 
The  body  of  the  prince  of  Wales  lay  unburied  for  (bme  time  5 
though  his  friends  were  very  felicitous  that  it  might  be  interred 
in  confecrated   ground.     The    lady    Matilda  Longefpee    alfo, 
among  others,  interefted  herfelf  for  a  decent  interment.    This 
indulgence,  fmall  as  it  was>  was  not  allowed ;  until  the  dead*  body 
of  the  Welfli  prince  had  received  abfolution  from  the  archbifhop 
of  Canterbury,  under  the  pretext  that  he  had  fhewn  ftgns  of 
penitence,  by  havmg  deiired  the  afliftance  of  a  prieft  in  his  laft 


moments. 


4 


■  Rymcr,  yoK  II.  p.  224.  *  Ibid. 

3  Hen.  de  Knyghton,  p.  2464.    Welih  Chron.  p.  374. 

4  Rymer,  toLII.  p.  224. 

THUS 


480  LLEWELYN  AP   GRYFFYDH.      Book VIII. 

THUS  died  Llewelyn  ap  Gryffydh,  after  a  reign  of  thirty-fix 
years,  leaving  only  one  daughter/  The  hiftorians  of  the  times 
are  filent  refpefling  the  charafler,  or  the  perfonal  qualities  of 
this  prince.  But  the  conduA  of  his  life  was  the  bed  illuftration 
of  his  charafier.  And  if  the  valour  of  Llewelyn,  his  talenjts^ 
and  his  patriotifm,  had  been  exerted  upon  a  more  fplendid  theatre, 
on  the  plains  of  Marathon,  or  in  the  Straits  of  Thermopylae, 
his  name  would  have  been  recorded  in  the  claflic  page,  and 
his  memory  revered,  as  an  illuftrious  hero,  and  as  a  gallant 
afiertor  of  the  rights  of  nature.  But  no  trophies  have  been 
railed  to  celebrate  his  fame.  The  vindictive  fpirit  or  policy  of 
his  conqueror,  found  an  intereft  in  burying  amidft  the  ruins  of 
freedom,  almoft  every  trace,  or  monumental  record,  which 
might  prefcrve  the  memory  of  this  prince,  or  perpetuate  his  glory. 
Gratitude,  however,  could  pay  no  tribute  fo  expreffive,  as  the 
tears  which  his  country  poured  upon  the  tomb  of  their  fallen 
ibvereign.  An  elegy  compofed  by  a  Bard  who  lived  in  his  court, 
in  wild  and  in  plaintive  notes,  and  with  a  ieemingly  prophetic 
^irit,  finely  exprefles  their  forrow  and  defpair.     *'  The  voice 

V  It  appears,  that  tbe  daughter  of  Llewelyn,   and  the  daughter  of  hb  brother 

DaTid,  were  confined  in  a  nunnery  in  England ;  as  an  order  was  fent  by  Edward, 

feren  years  after  the  death  of  their  parents,  to  Thomas  de  Normanviile,  to  enquire 

^  minutely  into  the  ftate  and  fafe  cufiody  of  the  (aid  princefl*e8.     Rymer,  rol.  II. 

p.  429.  This  daughter  of  Llewelyn,  ana  of  Eleanor  de  Montford,  called  Cathfirine 
Lackland,  was  fent  by  Edward,  attended  by  her  nurfe,  to  be  educated  in  England. 
She  was  afterwards  married  to  Malcolm  earl  of  Fife*  Llewelyn  is  alfo  faid  to  have 
had  a  fon  of  the  name  of  Madoc ;  but  he  muft  certainly  have  been  illegitimate, 
as  that  prince  had  been  only  once  married.  Milb's  Catalogue  of  Honour,  p.  310. 
It  is  rooft  probable,  that  David's  daughter  remained  in  England,  and  died  a  nun. 

"*of 
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"  of  lamentation  is  heard  in  every  place,  as  heretofore  in 
"  Camlan.' — The  copious  tears  ftream  down  every  cheek;  f  o 
**  Cambria's  defence,  Cambria's  munificent  lord  is  fallen. — Oh 
''  Llewelyn,  the.lofs  of  thee  is  the  lofs  of  all. — At  the  though 
of  thee  horror  chills  my  blood,  exhaufts  my  fpirits,  ahd  con- 
fumes  my  flefh. — ^Behold  how  the  courfe  of  nature  is  changed ! 
**  How  the  trees  of  the  foreft  furioufly  rufh  againft  each  other ! 
'*  — See  how  the  ocean  deluges  the  earth !  How  the  fun  deviates 
"  from  his  courfe  !  How  the  planets  ftart  from  their  orbits  ! — 
^*  Say,  ye  thoughtlefs  mortals,  do  not  thefe  things  portend  the 
**  diflblution  of  nature? — And  let  it.be  diffolved, — Let  kind 
*'  heaven  haften  the  grand  cataftrophe. — ^Let  a  fpeedy  end  be  put 
to  the  incurable  anguiih  of  our  fpirits :  fince  now  there  is  np 
place  to  which  we,  miferable  men,  may  flee :  no  ipot  where  we 
can  iecurely  dwell :  no  friendly  couniel :  no  fafe  retreat :  no 
"  way  by  wliich  we  can  efcape  our  unhappy  deftiny /'  * 

I  The  place  where  the  great  Arthur  was  (Iain. 
*  Gryffydh  ap  yr  Ynad  C6ch  wrote  the  poem  from  which  this  paflage  is  extrafled ; 
and  if  it  were  poiGble  for  a  tranflation  to  transfufe  half  the  excellence  of  the  original, 
it  would  fliew  that  the  Bard  was  equally  infpired  with  the  true  fpirit  of  poetr}%  as 
affefted  by  the  fate  of  his  beloved  prince. 


€< 
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FROM  THE  ACCESSION  OF  DAVID  AP  GRYFFYDH  TO  THE 
ENTIRE  CONC^EST  OF  WALES.  AND  THE  FINAL  DEPAR- 
TURE OF  EDWARD  OUT  OF  THAT  COUNTRY. 

•  ^^ 
k 

The  dofing  fcene  of  the  laft  book  prciented  an  interefting 
ipeftacle.  We  there  iaw  a  gallant  and  a  patriot  prince,  after 
mzny  efforts  to  preferve  the  freedom  of  his  country,  fidling  in 
the  conflift,  and  finding  an  honourable  grave  hi  its  ruins. 

As  foon  as  the  head  of  Llewelyn  was  brought  by  Adam  de  > 
Franfton  to  the  Englllh  king,  that  prince  ient  it  to  London ;    a.  d. 
and  that  he  might  feaft  the  eyes  of  his  fubjef^s  with  a  norel  and    sth  of 
a  favage  fpeftacle,  it  was  ornamented  with  a  filver  circle,'  and 
placed  upon  the  pillory  *  in  Cheapfide ;  in  ridicule  of  the  prophecy 
of  Merlin,  that  Llewelyn  would  one  day  wear  the  crown  of 
Brutus.   In  contempt  alfo  of  the  late  prediftion  of  the-foothfayer, 
that  this  prince  would  ride  through  Cheapfide  crowned  with  a 

'  lien,  de  Knyghton  de  Erent.  Angl.  p.  3464.  *  Guthrie,  vol.  L  p.  897. 

Q^q  q  2  filvcr 
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filver  diadem,'  his  head  wais  encircled  with  a  wreath  of  ivy  ;* 
and,  being  fixed  on  the  point  of  a  fpear,  was  carried  through  the 
ftreets  by  a  horfeman  ;  it  was  then  placed  upon  the  bigheft  turret 
in  the  Tower  of  London,  where  it  continued  for  a  long  time.' 
To  infult  the  remains  of  a  fallen  enemy,  and  a  fovcreign  prince, 
by  devices  which  were  mean  and  vindidive,  and  more  fuited  to 
the  leader  of  a  tribe  of  Arabs  than  a  great  monarch,  denotes  a 
mind  in  Edward  infenfible  of  true  greatnefs,  and  a  fpirit  little 
foftened  by  civilized  manners,* 

The  late  prince,  as  the  central  fpring,  had  drawn  into  ope 
point  the  ilrength  of  the  nation,  had  direfted  its  movemeitfs, 
and  had  given  them  force  and  energy ;  but  the  Ipring  being 
bfolcen,  all  the  parts  became  difunited,  without  motion,  fpirit, 
or  efficacy.  There  is  a  kind  of  palfy  which  for  a  moment  feifes 
upon  the  mind,  when  the  hand  of  affliction  ftrikes  deep,  and 
the  blow  comes  unexpe£led.  Before  the  Welih  had  time  to 
emerge  out  of  that  ftate  of  infenfibUity  into  which  they  had  funk 
on  the  death  of  Llewelyn,  the  king  of  England  ordered  his  forces 
to  make  a  farther  advance,  and  to  furround  them  more  clofely« 
His  own  army  invefted  Snowdun  on  the. fide  of  Conway j*  his 
troops  in  Anglefey,  not  having  hitherto  dared  to  make  good  their 
pafiage  over  the  Menai,  had  now  leifure  to  finiih  the  bridge, 

^  Heo.  de  Knyghton,  p.  2465.        ^  Matt.  Weft.  p«  176^        ^  Holiniheady  p.  281^ 
^  This  firi^ture  is  not  defigoed  to  be  applied  in  general  to  the  charader  of  £d« 
ward ;  it  is  only  intended  to  mark,  and  with  merited  juftice,  the  animofity  and  re» 
Tcngef  ul  fpirit,  with  which,  to  the  lafi,  he  parfued  the  gallant  but  unfortunate  Llewelyn* 

♦  Polidorc  Virgil,  p.  324,     IJolinfliead,  p.  282.    • 

and. 
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and  to  penetrate  the  country  on  the  fide  of  Caernarvon ;'  a  body 
of  forces,  alfo,  under  the  command  of  the  earl  of  Pembroke, 
completed  the  inveftiture  on  the  quarter  towards  South  Wales/ 

David,  all  this  time,  in  poffeflion  of  the  caftles  and  ftrong  a.  d. 
holds  of  the  country,  not  chufing  to  rifque  a  general  engage- 
ment, remained  quiet  within  his  ports.  Regarding  himfelf  as 
the  fovereign  of  North  Wales,  on  the  death  of  his  brother,  he 
fummoned  the  Welfh  chieftains,  his  fubjefts,  to  meet  him  at 
Denbigh  ;*  where  he  intended  to  hold  a  confultation,  on  the 
common  interefts  of  his  country,  at  this  dangerous  crifis.  He 
afterwards  renewed  hoftilities  againft  tjie  Englifli,  and  appeared 
fully  determined  to  vindicate  his  rights.'  There  was  a  fortrefs, 
called  the  cartle  of  Bere,  very  ftrong  by  art  and  nature,  and 
which  was  fituated  in  Snowdun,  in  the  midft  of  a  morafs ;  was 
acceflible  only  by  a  fingle  caufeway,  and  not  to  be  approached 
but  through  narrow  and  rugged  defiles.  This  fortrefs  David 
had  provided  with  a  ftrong  garrifbn/  But  fb  funk  in  defpair 
were  the  Welfli,  as  if  all  hopes  of  retrieving  their  fortunes  had 
died  with  Llewelyn,  that  even  this  caftle  was  furrendered  to  the 
king,  after  it  had  been  ctofely  invefted  for  fome  time/  No  farther 
refiftance  was  made;  every  other  fortrefs  was  immediately  yielded 

»  Humfrej  Lhuyd^s  Breviary,  p.  59.    J.  Roffi.  Ant.  Warw.  p.  i6f. 
*  CartCi^  YoL  IL  p»  194.  &om  Chr.  Dunfiaple,  Ann.  Ceflrenfia^ 
*  Dinheeb^  the  prefent  town  of  Denbigh*. 
)  Hen.  deKnyghton  de  Event..  Ang.  p.  2465.. 
*  This  foptreis  was  probably  the  cafile  which  U  fituated  near  the  Lake  of  *Llan:. 
Beris^  the  ruins  o£  which,  ftill  renudn,   and  is  called  Cailell  Dolbadarn«    Thomas^ 
li^yke*!  Chroo.  p.  iri.  »  HoUnihead,  p.  t^z. 
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up.*  The  WeUhj  confounded  and  in  difinay,  fled  on  every  0de, 
to  flidter  themielves  in  caves,  within  the  recedes  of  rocks,  and 
in  the  deep  woods  of  their  country/ 


A.  D. 


The  pafTes  being  now  left  unguarded,  Edward  ftationed  his 
horfe  at  the  foot  of  the  hills ;  and  leaving  in  each  defile  a  body 
of  troops  to  cut  off  the  enemy  as  they  attempted  to  elcape,  he 
himfelf,  with  the  remainder  of  his  anhy,  penetrated  the  recefles 
of  the  mountains.  In  riiis  fervice  he  was  much  aflifted  by  the 
foreign  troops  in  his  army;'  who,  having  been  accuflomed  to 
ferve  in  a  mountainous  country,  advanced  with  greater  facility, 
fet  £re  to  the  houfes,  and  flew  great  numbers  of  the  Welfh,  dif- 
covered  in  the  fecret  recedes  of  the  countiy,  or  flying  to  fuch 
places  for  concealment/ 


The  people  who  inhabited  the  Snowdun  mountains  bdng  now 
entirely  fubdued,  Edward  colle6ted  his  fcattered  army,  and  fpread 
over  the  more  level  parts  of  the  country,  of  which  he  eaiily 
made  himfelf  mafter  ^  and  the  miierable  natives,  m  delpair  and 
unrefifting,  were  flaughtered  without  mercy.  More  than  three 
tboufand  periflied  in  the  carnage.'  Prince  David,  unable  to  make 
any  reflflance,  was  carried  along  the  torrent  which  overwhelmed 
his  country ;  and  he  was  obliged  to  conceal  himfelf  and  his  family 

*  J.Roffi.  Ant.  Warw.  p.  165.    Matth.  Weftm.  p.  176.    Carte,  p.  194^  from  Chr. 
Dunftaple,  and  Annales  Cedrenfis,  p.  282. 

*  PoUdorc  Virgil,  p.  324.  HoUnfhead,  p.  282.         '  Hen.  do  Knyghton,  p,  1464. 

♦  Polidore  Virgil,  p,  324.     Holihfhead,  p.  282. 
5  HoGnfhcad,  p.  29i.     Polidore  Virgil,  p.  324, 
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in  woods  and  marflies,  and  m  other  places  of  fecurity.'    He  re-    ' 
mained  fome  months  in  this  fituation,  almoft  fiamiftied  through 
the  want  of  provifions ;  during  which  time,  urged  by  fti'ong  ne- 
ceflity,  he  frequently  iffued  out  to  make  depredations/ 

In  this  (late  of  confternation,  all  union  having  been  difTolved 
by  the  conqueft  of  their  country,  the  Wclfh  no  longer  reiifted 
the  incitements  which  were  offered  to  private  advantage,  or  to 
perfonal  fafety.  It  was  therefore  an  eafy  matter  for  Edward  to 
corrupt  fbme  of  David's  retainers.  Thefe  are  fuppofed  to  be 
JBineon  ap  Ivor,  and  Gronw  ap  David,  with  their  fons ;  who, 
in  the  night  of  the  twenty-firft  of  June,  furprifed  the  Welfli 
prince  and  his  family  in  a  morals,  into  which  they  had  fled  for 
fecurity.^  The  unfortunate  David  and  his  wife,  his  two  fons 
and  feven  daughters,^  were  brought  prifbners  to  Rhuddlan  caflle, 
where  the  long  then  refided.^  When  that  piince  was  taken,  a 
relic  was  found  upon  him,  called  the  Crojfeneych^^  fuppofed  to  be 
a  part  of  the  real  Crofs^  highly  venerated  by  the  princes  of 
Wales ;  and  which  was  delivered  to  the  king,  with  pther  relics, 

*  Thomas  Wyke*8  Chron.  p.  iii. 

*  Aanalee  WaTerkienfit,  p«  238.    Carte,  from  Annalet  Cefirenfit*    Chron*  Dun- 
ftapk,  p.  104. 

*  Rymcr,  voL  n.  p.  247.  Annalet  WaTerldenfis,  p.2  38.  Thomas  Wykey  p.  iii« 
4  It  is  probable  that  all  thefe  children  were  illegitimate,  excepting  one  daughter* 
'  Matth.  WeAm.  p.  177.    T.  Wyke^s  Chron.  p.  11  a,  fays  only  his  wife  and  two 

fons.    HoUnfliead,  p.  i8a. 

*  This  relic,  St.  Neots  had  brought  into  Wales  from  the  Holy  Land,  and  was 
wlonttrily  delivered  up  to  the  king  by  a  fecretary  of  the  late  prince* of  Wales. 
J.  RoC  Ant.  Warw.  p.  aof. ' 
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by  one  of  the  above-mentioned  chieftains.'  David  requefted  that 
he  might  be  admitted  into  the  king's  prefence.  This  indulgence 
was  denied  him.*  Inflexible  in  the  defign  he  meditated,  Edward 
ref afed  his  repeated  folicitations  j  unwilling  that  his  own  firmnefs 
fhould  be  put  to  the  teft,  which  the  recoUeftion  of  former 
ihtercourfe  might  foften ;  or  afraid  left  he  might  be  melted  into 
pity,  and  in  confequence  his  juilice  be  diiarmed,  by  an  interview 
with  a  captive  prince,  who  had  fallen  in  the  hobleft  caufe,  in 
the  defence  of  the  rights  of  his  country. 

The  Welfh  prince  was  confined  a  clofe  prifoner  in  Rhuddlan 
caftle,  and  foon  after  fent  in  chains  to  Shrewfbury.'  On  the 
captivity  of  David,  Rhys  Vychan,  an  eminent  chieftain  in  South 
Wales,  furrendered  himfelf  and  his  followers  to  the  earl  of  Here- 
ford, who  delivered  them  up  to  the  king ;  by  whofe  orders  Rhys 
was  ient-to  London,  and  loaded  with  chains,  was  imprifoned  in 
the  Tower/  All  the  other  Wclfh  chieftains,  following  his  ex- 
ample, yielded  up  their  caftles,  and  fubmitted  to  the  Englifh 
king/  One  vi6lim  remained  to  feel  the  weight  of  Edward's 
fevereft  vengeance. 

« 

As  David  had  been  made  a  baron  of  the  realm,  Edward  de- 
termined  to  proceed  againft  him  as  a  fubjcft  of  England.   With 

I  Befides  the  above  relic,  the  crown  of  the  celebrated  king  Arthur,  with  many 
predous  jewels,  were  about  this  time  prefented  to  Edward.  See  Annates  Wavedeienfis, 
p*  238.    Rymer,  rol.  II.  p.  247. 

•  J,  Roffi.  Ant,  Warw.  p.  166.    Annates  Waverlcienfis,  p.  238. 
3  J*  Roffi.  Ant.  Warw.  p.  i66.    Annates  Waverleienfis,  p.  238. 
c  ♦  Wykc,  p.  iiu    WelfhChron.  p«  374. 

^  I  ^  Hen.  de  Knyghton,  p.  2465.    J.  Roffi.  p.  i66, 
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this  view,  he  fummoncd  eleven  carls  and  one  hundred  barons, 
to  open  the  procefs  at  Shrewlburjr  on  the  thirtieth  of  Septeitt- 
bei',  and  to  fit  in  judgment  at  his  trial ;  the  king  himfelf  pre- 
fiding  in  perfon/  By  this  court  the  prince  of  Wales  v^ras 
doomed  to  die  as  a  traitor  ;•  a  fenfe  of  intereft,  and  the  defire 
of  pfeafing  their  fovereigil,  influenced  the  decifion  of  the  judges, 
and  filenced  the  claims  of  juftice  and  humanity.  There  wis 
fbmething  lingular  in  the  fentence  pronounced  againft  him  by 
John  de  Vaus'  the  chief  juftice  of  England.  He  was  con- 
demned to  five  different  kinds  of  punifhment.  To  be  drawn 
at  the  tails  of  horfes  through  the  ftreets  of  Shrewfbury  ,to  the 
place  of  execution,  becaufe  he  was  a  traitor  to  the  king,  who 
had  made  him  a  knight.  To  be  hanged,  for  having  murdered 
Fulk  Trigald,  and  other  knights  in  the  caftle  of  Hawarden. 
His  heart  and  bowels  to  be  burned,  becaufe  thofe  murders 
had  been  perpetrated  on  Palm  Sunday.  His  head  to  bQ  cut  off. 
His  body  to  be  quartered,  and  to  be  hung  up  in  four  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom  ;*  becaufe  he  had  conlpired  the  death  of 
the  king  in  feveral  places  of  England.*  Thisf  fententre,  cruel  in 
the  extreme,  the  rigour  of  which  had  refined  into  novdty,  was  . 
executed  in  all  its  feverity.  Such  was  the  pleafure  which  the 
death  of  David  gave  to  the  Englifh,  that  the  citizens  of  Yoric 
«md  Winchefler  contended,   with  a  favage  eagernefs,  for  the 

1  Rymer,  toI.  11.  pt247,  248.    Matth.  Weftm.  p*  X77«     Annalcs  Warerleieniisy 
p.  238. 

*  Wykc,  p.  III.    MattH.  Wcflm.  p.  177.    J.  Roffi.  Ant.  Warw.  p.  166. 

« 

s  Guth.  Hift.  England,  p.  898.  4  See  Annates  Waverleienfis,  p.  238. 

« 

5  Carte,  p«  19$*  from  Chron.  Dunftaple. 
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right  (houlder  of  this  unfortunate  prince.  That  honour  was 
decided  in  favour  of  Winchefter ;  and  the  remaining  quarters 
were  fent,  with  the  utmoft  difpatch,  to^  the  cities  of  York  and 
Briftol,  and  to  the  town  of  Northampton/  To  feaft  ftili  more 
the  eyes  of  the  people,  his  head  was  fent  to  the  tower  of 
A.  D.  London,  and  being  fixed  on  a  pole,  was  placed  near  to  the 
head  of  his  brother  Llewelyn/  Every  generous  idea,  and  liberal 
fentiment,  feem  to  have  been  extinguifhed  in  national  hatred, 
and  in  the  frenzy  o(  joy  which  had  feifed  on  the  £ngli(h. 

The  death  of  David  clofed  the  only  fovereignty  which  re- 

* 

mained  of  the  ancient  Britifh  empire ;  an  empire,  which  through 
various  changes  of  fortune,  had  oppofed  the  arms  of  imperial 
Rome$  and,  for  more  than  eight  hundred  years,  had  refifted 
the  utnvoft,  efforts  of  the  Saxon  aiid  Norman  princes* 

The  fall  of  nations,  diftinguifhed  only  by  misfortunes^  or 
only  illuftrious  for  conquefts,  may  raife  for  a  moment  a  figh 
of  pity,  or  the  tranfient  efFufions  of  applaufe.  But  a  people 
like  tlie  Welih,  fatisfied  with  their  mountains,  who  had  been 
forced  into  a  long  and  unequal  conteft,  in  defence  of  their 
native  rights,  with  few  other  refources  than  their  valour  and  a 
fond  attachment  to  thdr  liberties,  though  falling  in  the  ruins 
of  their  country,  will  have  a  claim  on  the  efteem,  and  excite 

'  Annales  Waverleienfisi  p*  238. 
♦  Matth,  Wcflm.  p.  177.     T,  Wykc,  p.  111.    J.  Roffi,  p.  166.    Aonales  Warcr- 
Icieofis,  p«  238* 

the 


Book  IX. 


DAVID    AP   GRYFFYDR 


the  admiration  of  the  world,  as  long  as  manly  fentimcnt  and  • 
freedom  fhall  remain. 
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But,  in  refl^fling  on  the  hiftory  of  this  nation,  with  a  juft 
and  difcriminating  fpirit,  we  have  been  frequently  led  to  furvey 
its  manners  and  national  charafter,  with  the  oppofite  emotions 
of  pleafure  and  difguft.  We  are  not,  however,  to  eftimate  that 
charafter,  too  nicely,  by  the  (tandard  of  civilized  judgement. 
It  is  true,  there  were  traits  in  the  genius  of  that  people, 
marking  in  their  manners  the  deepeft  ferocity ;  it  is  true,  that 
caprice  and  levity  and  the  fpirit  of  difcord,  too  often  decided 
in  their  councils,  and  governed  their  condud;  and  it  is  alfo 
true,  that  ftriking  defedls  may  be  traced  in  their  policy  and  laws, 
ruinous  to  themfelves,  and  difgraceful  to  a  lefs  cultivated  period. 
But  the  vices  of  an  uncivilized  people,  are  in  fome  degree 
foftened,  and  even  balanced  by  their  virtues.  A  fpirit  unfubdued 
by  danger  and  misfortunes^  hofpitable  manners  and  eager  friend- 
ihips,  a  high  relifh  for  the  arts  of  muiic  and  of  poetry,  with  a  ^ 
principle  of  juftice  inherent  in  their  laws,  are  qualities  to  be 
thrown  into  the  oppofite  fcale.  And  no  doubt  the  influence  of 
thefe,  blending  the  lighter  with  the  darker  (hades,  foftened  the 
afperity  of  ruder  features,  and  tempered  into  a  milder  mafs  the 
colouring  of  the  whole.  But  the  fpirit  of  freedom  and  an 
ardent  love  of  their  country,  were  the  diftinguiftiing  traits  in 
their  character.  Thefe  were  the  animating  ^rings  of  their 
genlus>  and  enabled  that  people  to  fuftain,  through  a  long  fuc- 
ceflion  of  ages,  the  moft  ftriking  reverfes  of  fortune ;  and  it  is 

Rrr2  the 
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the  collifion  of  fuch  viciflitudes,  by  calilng  into  exertion  public 
virtue  and  heroifm,  which  gives  dignity  to  the  cliaraifter  of  man, 
and  conftitutes  the  trae  glory  of  a  nation. 


\ 


EDWARD  having  at  length  obtdned  the  point  of  his  am- 
hition,  by  the  entire  conqueft  of  Wales,  annexed  that  country 
to  the  crown  of  England*  As  the  leading  principle  in  the  politics 
of  Edward,  we  have  feen  him  purfue  this  obje6l:,  with  that 
vehemency  of  ipirit,  and  unremitting  ardour,  which  fo  highly 
diftinguifhed  his  character.  The  features  of  the  Englifh  mo- 
;narch,  we  canfefs,  liave  hitherto  appeared  harfh>  fevere,  and 
diigufting ;  but  then,  we  have  only  feen  them  at  the  moment,, 
when  they  were  inflamed  with  anger,  or  roughened  by  op-< 
pofition.  The  conteft  being  ended,  and  the  Welfh  no  longer 
refifting  his  power,  the  violence  of  his  ipirit  began  to  fubfide ; 
and,  except  a  few  ftarts  into  natural  fiercenefs,  we  fhall  fee 
him  in  future,  with  a  milder  influence^  bringing  into  adlioa 
the  great  talents  which  he  really  poilefied^ 

To  iecure  ihe  obedience  of  the  newly  fubdued  countiy,  and 
to  fix  its  government  upon  the  folid  bails  of  equal  laws,  and  the 
participation  of  common  rights^  Edward  at  this  time  intro- 
duced 
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duced  into  Wales  the  whole  fyftem  of  EnglUh  )urirprudenae/ 
He  divided  North  Wales  into  counties  f  he  appointed  fherifist 
coroners,  and  other  officers  in  each  ;*  the  county  courts  to  be 
held  once  a  m<»th»  and  thofe  of  the  flieiiffs  twice  in  the  year  3 
he  fettled  alfo  the  forms  of  writs,  with  the  methods  to  be 
u(ed  in  law  proceedings,  which  were  to  be  carried  on  and  6fs^ 
cided  within  the  prindpdity ;  it  being  exprefsly  provided  that 
the  Welih  fhould  not  be  fued  for  debts  and  tre%a(^  in  any 
town  of  England*'  With,  this  defign,  Edward  took  up  his  re- 
iidence  at  the  caftle  of  Rhuddlan,  where  he  initituted  a  body  of  A.  o. 
laws  under  the  title  of  the  Statute  of  Rhuddlan/  From  hence 
he  ifiiied  out  a  procIamati(»i  to  all  ibc  inhabitants  of  Wales, 
that  he  would  receive  them  under  his  protection ;  ^vk^  iliemt 
affurances,  at  the  fame  lime,  of  enjoying  dieir  eftates,  their 
Hberties,  and  f^operties ;  and  that  they  fhould  alfb  hold  them 
under  the  hmt  tenures  as  they  had  heretofore  hdd  diem  under 
thdr  native  princes^^  This  liberal  ofier  wa&  carried  into  imrne* 
diate  execution.    The  king  of  England^  vrith  much  moderation 

t  Brady,  vol.  II.  p*  zx.    Matth»  Wefim.  p«  177* 
*  Baker^s  Chrom  p.  zon.   J.  Roft.  Ane.  Wanr.  p.  v66w 
'  Leges  WaUi»,  p.  531—536^  Apf>eadizw 
4  Ibid*  p.  542.    W«Uh  Chroiu  p.  376. 
^  See  Hift.  Gwedir  FamHy,  p.  33.    This  ralUable  memoiri  befides  being  tEEehiSorjfr 
of  a  private  family,  not  only  dtduces  with  greater  accuracy  Ae  pedigrees  of  fereraS 
of  their  princes,  but,  Itkewife,  illuftrates  the  manners  of  the  Welfh,  as  well  as  the 
miferable  fituation  of  that  people,  during  the  dark  period  which  fucceeded  the  con«^, 
queft*    Tlds  work  was  wxitten  by  Sir  John.  Wynne  of  Gwedu>  a.  natire  o£  Meiri- 
onydh^  and  defcended  from  the  Roy4d  Hbufe-  of  North-  Wales.    The  world  is  in-- 
debted  for  its  publieation,  and  the  ingenioov  notO'  annexed  to  tha  work)*  fio  the. 
learned  and  judicious  antiquary^  the  Hon«  Dames  Barrington« 

and 
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and  wifdom,  referving  to  himfelf  only  the  fame  rents,  duties, 
and  fervices,  which  had  always  belonged  to  the  princes  of  .Wales. 
Inquifitions  were  made  into  thefe  rights  by  an  order  of  the 
kine;  their  particular  nature  was  afcertained,  and  determined 
by  me  verdi£ts  of  juries  who  were  compofed  entirely  of  Welfh- 
men.  The  rents  which  had  been  heretofore  paid  by  the?^in- 
habitants  of  Anglefey  were  much  reduced  in  confequence;  as 
they  had  formerly  yielded  one  thoufand  marks  annually  to 
Llewelyn,  but  afterwards  only  paid  four  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  a  year  to  the  Englifh  princes/ 

The  country  being  thus  fubdued,  as  a  check  to  any  future 
incurfions  of  the  Welfti,  Edward  erc6Ved  the  caftle  of  Con- 
way,* on  the  fcitc  of  the  ancient  monaftery  j- the  religious  of 
which,  a  fodety  of  white  monks,  he  removed  to  an  abbey 
which  he  founded  at  Maenan  near  Llanrwft ;  and  whom  he 
afterwards  traiifplanted  to  Vale  Royal  in  Chefhire,  where  he 
built  an  abbey  of  the  Ciftcrcian  order,' 

The  archbifhop  of  Canterbury  alfo  came  at  this  time  into 
Wales,  with  a  view  of  conciliating  the  minds  of  the  Welfh 
<^l^rgy5  hy  redreffing  their  grievances,  and  by  repairing  the 
churches  which  had  been  damaged  in  the  diforder  of  the  late 
times/ 

'  Carte's  Hift.  Eng«  vol.  II.  p.  196.  *  Matth.  Weftm.  p.  177. 

)  Hoiinihead,  p.  28a. 

4  HcD.  de  Knyghcon  de  EyencAng.  ^92465*     Rymer,   toI.  II.  p.  177,  279, 

Welih  Cbron.  p*  374* 

The 
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The  Englifli  king  had  alrwdy  built  a  ftrong  fortrefs  at 
Conway ;  ainl  as  a  farther  check  to  inforre^tigiis  which  might 
laiife  in  the  quarter  of  Snowdun^  he  erected  the  caftle  of  Caer- 
narvon ;  fupplying  each  of  thofe  fortreflfes  .with  fuitable  ^- 
riibns/  With  the  fame  view  of  curbing  the  Wel(h»  and  as  a 
.reward  to  the  Englifh  nobility  who  had  ferved  him  in  the  war» 
he  now  gave  the  lordfhip  of  Denbigh^  or  he  might  confirm  what 
he  had  formerly  granted,  to  Henry  Lacy  earl  pf  Lincoln ; 
and  the  lordfhip  of  Ruthin  to  the  lord  Reginald  de  Grey ;  he 
gave  eftates,  likewife^.to  many  of  the  other  Englifh  barons.^ 
He  erected  Rhuddlan,  Caernarvon,  Aberyftwyth,  and  other 
towns  into  corporations;  granting  them  great  privileges,  to 
encourage  trade,  and  to  allure  the  Welfh  from  their  moun- 
tains and  wild  habits,  into  a  more  fociabb  manner  of  living* 
He  would  likewife  have  removed  the  See  of  St.  Afaph  to 
Rhuddlan,  if  he  could  have  obtained  the  Pope's  cbnient.' 

w 

The  fudden  introduflion  of  Engliih  cuftoms  into  Wales^ 
though  foftened  by  lenient  meafures  and  directed  by  a  liberal 
ipirit,  was  not  likely  to  fuit  the  inclinations  of  a  people,  who 
were  lore  with  injuries,  and  highly  incenfed  at  the  late  trani^ 
a£tions.  An  event  followed  foon  after,  which  had  no  tendency 
to  foothe  the  fpirits  of  the  Welih,  or  to  conciliate  their 
afiedions. 

*  Hcni  de  Knyghton  de  Evetit.  An; •  p.  i46$«     Rjrmer,  voU  IT*  p»  177,  279* 
Wellh  Chion.  p.  374* 

N, 

*  Welih  Cbron*  p»  377*  ^  Carte,  toU  L  p*  196* 
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Amon<&  other  cauies  of  that  ardent  fpirit,  with  which  this 
people  had  fo  long  maintained  their  independence,  the  Engliih 
king  muft  have  known  that  thdir  Bards  had  been  the  principal 
flings  of  a£lion.  To  filence  that  voice  which  might  revive 
andent  ideas,  and  rekindle  in  the  Welfli  their  love  of  freedom 
and  native  fire;  Edward  commanded  that  all  the  banis  in 
Wales  (houkl  be  hanged  by  martial  law,  under  pretence  that 
they  had  incited  the  people  to  (edition.  Tlus  edi6V,  more  cruel 
than  the  profcriptions  of  the  Roman  triumWrate,  continued  in 
all  its  rigour  to  the  end  of  the  reign  of  Henry  the  fourth  ;• 
during  which  period,  intereft  and  hatred  confpiring  its  ruin, 
this  ancient  and  celebrated  Order  was  nearly  exterminated.*  In 
this  tranfaiftion,  however,  no  claim  to  originality  is  due  to  Ed- 
ward.  Phifip  of  Maccdon,  when  treating  with  the  Athenian  ftatc, 
demanded  as  a  condition  of  peace,  that  all  the  orators,  the  pro- 
moters of  the  war,  fhould  be  delivered  into  his  hands.  An  im- 
partial recital  of  events,  however  it  may  fully  the  fame  of  an 
illuftnous  chara6^er,  is  a  juftice  which  we  owe  to  truth,  and 
to  the  manes  of  an  injured  people. 


IT  may  not  be  improper,  at  this  period  of  their  decfine,  to 
open  to  the  reader  a  fliort  hiftory  of  the  Bards ;  a  race  of  men, 
who  poffeffcd,  for  many  ages,  fo  great  an  influence  over  the 

»  Sututci  at  large,  4  Henry  FV.  Cap.  27.       *  Hift.  Gwedir  Fajpily,  p.  63. 
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genius  of  the  Wclfli  nation;   infpiring  them  with  ho^itable 
manners^  and  with  the  fentimcnts  of  freedom  and  of  glory. 


The  bards  derived  their  origin  from  remote  antiquity,  and 
were  ever  held  in  high  eftimation.  Mankind  have  been  early 
led  to  poetical  compofitions.  Agreeable  founds  would  ftrike  at 
firft  every  ear,  but  poetry  was  neceffary  to  give  thofe  founds 
a  lafting  effeA.  Verfe  was  made  ufe  of  to  preferve  the  memory 
of  remarkable  events  and  great  a£tions.  The  religious  ceremonies 
of  nations,  their  manners,  and  rural  labours,  were  alfo  recorded 
in  numbers.  Hence  it  was  that  Greece  could  boaft  of  a  Homer, 
a  Hefiod,  and  of  many  other  poets,  feveral  ages  before  an  hifto- 
nan  had  written  in  profe.  Among  the  Gauls  alfo,  and  other 
Celtic  nations,  there  were  poems  compofed  on  various  futje^ls 
from  the  earlieft  ages.' 

It  is  difficult  to  fix  the  etymology  of  the  nafne  beirdb^  unlefs 
derived  from  bdry  which  fignifies^ry ;  and,  no  doubt,  has  fome 
analogy  to* that  poetic  fury,  or  enthufiafm,  with  which  the  poets  • 
fancied  then'ifelves,  or  might  feign  to  be  infpired.*  Diodorus  * 
Siculus  is  the  firft  author  among  the  ancients,  who  makes  men- 
tion of  the  bards,  as  compofers  of  verfes ;  which  they  fung  to 
the  harp  and  other  inftruments  of  mufic  5  celebrating  the  prailes 
of  heroes,  or  chaftifing  vicious  charadlers  with  fattrical  inve6lives.' 
Acnmianus  Marcellinus  fays,  it  was  the  province  of  the  bards 

«  Mallet's  Northern  Antiquities,  vol,  I.  p.  384. 
*  Richard's  Wel(h  Diftionary,  from  Feftus.  Baxter's  Gloflary,  p.  34,     Evan  Evans 
DiiTeitatio  de  Bardis.  '  Ibid. 

S  s  s  to 
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tK>  £ng,  in  hjeroic  yerfe  iet  to  mu^a^  ¥K>tiW  o^  1^  h^rpi  tiyt 
atchieyements  of  illuAriouS;  m^tu  Tb^'e  is  s»  pa&gjs^  ^  Po^^^ 
nius,  cited  by  Athen«us>  which  dcfcribcs  the  Celtic  princes  going; 
to.  war^  having  bards  in  tbicir  traiA ;  who  cekl;>nttedi  th^  praifes 
of  their  chifeftains  in  verfe^  which  they  fi^u^g  to  this  people^' 

G&BAT  refpect  was  paid  by  all  tibe  northern  nation^  to  thplr 
Wds ;  ^s  they  not  only  publiihed  their  cenown  to,  this  worlds 
but  configoed  their  fanie  to  poflerity.  It  is;  &idy  U^it  this  Orjer^ 
Qf  men  were  never  guUty  of  fiattery^  and  never  layifhed  their 
praifes  on.  h^oes,,  nor  even  oa  kings  themielves,  wikfk  dei^rved 
by  theii;  gallant  exploits/ 

TuojfQH  the,  Or^r  of  the  bards  was^  common  to,  the  Celtic 
nations,  no  veftige  of  them  remains  but  among  the  Welih,  the 
Irifh,  and  the  defcendants  of  the  ancient  Caledonians,. 

On  the  invafion  of  the  Pi^s^  the  Scots^  and  .the  Saxons,  and 
on  the  decline  of  the  Britifh  empire^  many  poetical  compofitiong: 
were  dcftroyed^^  with  other  ancient  records ;  hence  the  writings 
of  the  bards,  and  thoie  of  the  early  hiftorians  are  exceedingly 
iqaf ce.  Ncnnius,  who  wrote  in  the  ninth  century,  and  in  the 
reign  of  prince  Mei-vyn^  is  the  firft  of  the  Britiih  hiftbrians,. 
who  mentions  the  bards«  He  fays,^  that  Talhaiam  was  famous 
for  poetry  j  that  Aneurin>  and  Taliefin,  Lly warch-hen  and  Chian„ 
flourifhed  in  the  fixth  century •    Of  thefe  bards^  the  works  only 

>  Evan  Evans  Diflcrtatio  de  BardU*  J«  Lelandi  Commentarii  de  Scrip toribus  Bri- 
taanicU,  p.  ^.  *  Mallet,  voU  t.  p.  ^84^ 
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of  three  are  extant ;  thofe  of  Atieutin,  of  Tallefin,  an^  Lly- 
ihrarch-hen.'  The  writings  of  the  other  bards  being  loft,  We 
can  oftly  bring  Nennius  as  an  evidence  iii  their  praife;  who 
aflerts,  that  the  bards  of  his  age  were  men  of  excellent  genius/ 
The  poems  which  are  extant  contain .  many  things  deferving  of 
notice,  and  throw  a  great  light  upon  the  hiftorical  events  of  that 
age.     At  the  fame  time  they  are  difficult  to  bt  underftood, 

owing  in  part  to  the  carelejQhefs  of  tranfcribers,  and  in  part  to 

» 

the  language  itfdf,  become  obfolete  frt)m  its  very  great  an- 
tiquity. Aneurin,  to  whom  his  country  gave  the  honourable 
diftinftion  of  Mycbdeim-Beirdb^  or  monarch  of  the  bards,  in  a 
poem  entitled  Gododin,  relates  that  he  had  been  engaged  in  a 
battle  againft  the  Saxons.  Taliefin,  called  likewife  Pen-Beirdb^ 
or  the  prince  of  the  bards,  refided  at  the  Courts  of  Maelgwyn 
Gwynedh,  and  Urien  Reged  prince  of  Cumberland.'  Llywarch- 
hen,  or  the  aged,  w/ho  was  kinfman  to  the  laft  mentioned  prince, 
had  been  himfelf  a  fovereign  in  a  part  of  Cumbria,  and  had  paffed 
his  youthful  days  in  the  court  of  king  Arthur.*  There  are  extant 
fbme  manufcript  poems  of  his,  wherein  he  recites  that  he  was 
driven  by  the  Saxons  into  POwys ;  that  he  had  twenty-four  fons, 
all  of  whom  were  diftinguifli'ed  by  golden  torq^uefes,  and  thaf 
they  all  died  in  defence  of  their  country.  Befides  thofe  already' 
mentioned,  there  were  other  bards  who  flourifhed  during  this 
period ;  the  moft  eminent  of  whom  was  Merddin  Wyllt,  who 
compoftd  a  poem  called  Afallehau^  or  the  Orchard.^ 

*  Eyans  Diifertatio  d«  Bardis.  *  J.  Lelandi  Comment,  de  Script;  Britan.  p.  4. 

'  Evan  Emails  Dlffertatio  de  Bftrdis. 
^  Mufical  and  Poetical  Relics,  by  Jones,  p.  6u  ^  Evans  DIlTcrtatio  de  Bardis. 
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From  the  iixth  to  the  tenth  century  it  is  difficult  to  meet 
with  any  of  the  writbgs  of  the  bards,  owing,  it  is  probable,  to 
the  deyaftations  of  war,  and  to  the  civil  dilTenfious  among  the 
Welfh. 

Such  was  the  refpeft  in  which  the  bards  were  held ;  that  it 
was  enadted  by  a  law  of  Howel  Dha,  that  whoever  ihould  ftrike 
any  one  of  this  Or^fr,  muft  compound  for  the  offence,  by  paying 
to  the  party  aggrieved  one  fourth  more  than  was  neceflary  to  be 
paid  to  any  other  perfon  of  the  fame  degree.  The  eledion  of 
the  bards  was  made  every  year,  in  an  aflembly  of  the  chief- 
tains  and  princes  of  the  country ;  in  which  they  were  afligned 
precedence,  and  emolument  fuitable  to  their  merit;  but  the 
bard  moft  highly  diftinguiihed  for  his  talents  was  folemnly 
chaired,  and  had  likewife  a  badge  given  him  of  a  filver  chair/ 
This  congrefs  of  the  bards  was  ufually  held  at  the  three  royal 

4 

refidences  of  the  princes  of  Wales  j  the  fovercign  himfdf  pre- 
fiding  in  that  aflembly.^ 

There  were  three  different  clafles  of  tliis  order  in  Wales* 
The  firft  was  called,  Beirdbsy  and  were  the  compofers  of  verfes 
and  odes  in  various  meafures  s  it  was  neceffary  that  thefe  ihould 
pofiefs  a  genius  for  poetry,  and  alfo  that  their  genius  (hould  be 
tindlured  with  a  high  degree  of  enthufiafm.  They  were  likewife 
the  recorders  of  the  arms  of  the  Welfh  chieftains,  and  the  re- 
pofitories  alfo  of  the  genealogies  of  families.    This  clafs  was  ac- 

■ 

*  Evan  Evans  I>iflbrtati#  dc  Bardit.  *  Joatt*t  Mufical  Remains,  p.  14. 
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counted  the  moft  honourable,  and  was  high  in  the  public  efti* 
mation.  The  fecond  clafs,  called  Minftrels^  were  performers  upon 
inftruments,  chiefly  the  harp  and  the  crwth.'  The  third  were 
thofe  who  fung  to  mufical  inftruments  in  general^  and  were  called 

Datgeiniaid.^ 

•  •  •' 

In  the  reign  of'Gryffydh  ap  Cynan,  a  law  was  enafted  to 
afcertain  the  privileges  of  the  minflrels  and  bards,  and  to  ^  re- 
ftrain  their  licentious  manners.  This  ftatute  prefcribed  the 
emoluments  each  was  to  receive,  as  well  as  the  perfons  on  whom 
fuch  emoluments  were  impoied.  It  was  likewife  enabled,  that 
neither  the  minflrels  nor  the  bards  fhould  lead  the  lives  of  vaga- 
bonds, nor  fhould  fing  verfes  in  houfes  of  public  refort ;  that 
they  fhould  not  be  intoxicated  with  liquor,  nor  be  quarrelfome 
perfons,  nor  be  addicted  to  women;  and  that  they  fhould  neither 
be  thieves  themfelves,  nor  fhould  be  the  companions  of  fuch ; 
they  were  prohibited  likewife  from  entering  into  any  houfe,  or 
making  fatirical  fongs  on  any  perfon,  without  the  licence  of  t|ie 
parties  concerned.  If  a  minflrel  or  a  bard  fhould  violate  thcfe 
reflraints  on  their  conduft,  by  a  fingular  and  unexampled  fe- 
verity,  every  man  was  made  an  officer  of  juflice  i  and  was  autho- 
rifed  not  only  to  arreft  and  to  punifh  difcretionally,  but  to  feife 
upon  whatever  property  the  offender  had  about  him.  This 
iiatute,  the  feverity  of  which  in  fome  degree  points  out  its  ne-- 

■  The  mufical  inftruments  in  ufe  among  the  Welfh  were  the  tetyn  or  harp,  the 
crwtb  or  crowd,  xYitpihgom  or  pipe,  the  tahwrdd  or  tabrct,  and  the  corn  huelirt^  cornet 
Hf  bttglft  hom.    See  Joneses  Mufical  Remains,  p.  41* 

*  WeUh  Chron.  p,  iqz.. 
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ceflity,  has  been  frequently  put  in  force  by  the  reigning  authority 
of  the  country,  as  appears  by  feveral  commiffions  diredting  the 
better  regulation  of  the  Orders 

From  this  time,  under  the  au(picious  proteftion  of  the  WeMh 
princes,  many  excellent  bards  arofe.  Meilir,  who  was  the  bard 
of  Gryflfydh  ap  Cynan,  was  alfo  employed  in  a  military  charac- 
ter, and  was  fent  by  that  prince  to  tranfa^l  a  negociation  in 
England.  Gwalchmai  the  fon  of  Meilir,  in  a  poem  entitled 
Gorboffeddy  fays  with  much  exultation,  that  he  had  defended  the 
marches  of  Wales  againft  the  Englifh.  Cynddelw  Brydydd* 
Mawr^  or  Cynddelw  the  Great  Bard,  was  a  perfon  eminent  for 
his  valour,  and  lived  in  the  court  of  Madpc  ap  Meredydh  the 
prince  of  Powys* 

From  this  period,  to  the  death  of  that  great' prince  the  laft 
Llewelyn,  feveral  bards  flouriflied  of  diftinguiftied  talents ;  the 
moft  eminent  of  whom  was  Llywarch-Prydydh-y-Moch,  who 
has  celebrated  in  many  odes  the  vi£lories  of  Llewelyn  the  Great ; 
likewife  Dafydh  Penfras,  Daniel  ap  Llofgwrn  Mew,  and  Llew- 
elyn Fardd  ap  Cyward.  Cotemporary  with  thefe  flouriflied  Philip 
Brydydh,  who  was  an  eminent  bard  in  Caerdigan/ 

t  Wclfli  Chron.  p.  192. 
*  About  the  year  11 76  Rhys  ap  GryfFydh,  defcended  from  the  royal  houfe  of 
South  Wales,  made  a  gceat  feaft  in  the  caflle  of  Aberteivi  during  the  Chriflmas  holidays ; 
which  feafl  he  had  caufed  to  be  proclaimed  throughout  Britain  a  long  time  before. 
Agreeably  to  this  invitation,  many  ihrangers  reforted  to  his  cadle,  and  were  entertained 
by  him  with  much  honour  and  courtefy*    Befides  deeds  of  arms,  and  other  amufe* 
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The  talents  of  tKe  Welib  bands,  weiie.  nq^  fM^-  employed  in 
preferving  the  defcents  q£  feoulksk.  vk  tim  praile  q£  heroes,  or 
in  recording  their  illuftrious  adtkmsL'  Tt^  foflmdmffs/m  plaintive 
numbers  mourned  over  the  tomb  of  the  falien  vrarribr. 

We  offer  to  the.  reader,  as  a  fpecxmen  cf  tlus-  kind  of  poetry, 
the  following  tranflation  of  aci  Elegy  whicK  was  written  by  Lly- 
warch-hen,  a  Britifh  bard  of  the  fixth  century »  on  the  death  of 
Cynddylan  prince  of  Powysv 

Come  forth  and  fee>  ye  Cambrian  dames^ 
Fair  Pcngwcrn'^s*  royal  roofi  in  flames  I 
The  foe  the  fatal  dart  hath  flung 
(The  foe  that  fpeaks  a  barbVous  tongue,]^ 
And  pierc'd  Cynddylan^s  princely  kead> 
And  ftretch^d^your  champion  with  the  dead* 
His  heart,  which  late>  with  martial  fire^ 
Bade  his  lov'd  country's  foes  expire 
(Such  fire  as  wafles  the  foreft  hill) 
Now  like  the  winter's  ice  is  chilL 

Cer  the  pale  corfe  with  boding  cries 
SadArgoed's'  cruel  eagle  flies ;. 

nefitSy.  Rhys  had  caufed  all  the  bards  in  Wales  to  repair  to  the  meeting  ;  and  placing 
them  on  chairs  ia  the  hall  of  the  caftle,  he  ordered  them  to  exercife  their  feveral 
talents  in  oppofition  to  each  other,  appointing  great  rewardt  to  thofe  who  excelled  ia 
their  feveral  profeflions*  In  this  contefl,  the  bards  of  North  Wales  carried  away  the* 
prize,,  and  the  muficians*  of  Rhys's  own.  houfehold  were  adjudged  to  have  excelled. 
kt  the  powers  of  harmony.     See  Welih  Chion.  p..  237. 

*  J.  Lelandi  Conmu  de  Scriptoribus  Britann.  p*.  5. 
*  Now  Shrewlbury,  thea  the  chief  refidence  of  the  princes  of  Powp* 

2  The  ancicAt  name  of  Powys* 
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He  flies  exulting  o'er  the  plain^ 
And  fcents  the  blood  of  heroes  flain. 
Dire  bird  1  this  night  my  frighted  ear 
Thy  loud,  ill-omen'd  voice  (hall  hear : 
I  know  thy  cry,  that  fcreams  for  food. 
And  thirfts  to  drink  Cynddylan's  blood. 

No  more  the  manGon  of  delight, 
Qnddylan's  hall  is  dark  to-night; 

Nor  more  the  midnight  hour  prolongs  '^ 

With  fires,  and  lamps,  and  feftive  fongs. 
Its  trembling  bards  afflided  fhun 
The  hall,  bereav'd  of  Cyndrwyn's  fon.". 
Its  joyous  vifitants  are  fled  -, 
Its  hofpitable  fires  are  dead  : 
No  longer,  rang'd  on  either  hand 
Its  dormitory,  couches  ftand : 
But  all  above,  around,  below, 
Dread  fights,  dire  founds,  and  fhrieks  of  woe. 

Awhile  ril  weep  Cynddylan  flain. 
And  pour  the  weak,  defponding  drain ; 
Awhile  rU  foothe  my  troubled  breaft : 
Then,  in  eternal  Clencc  reft/ 

*  Cynddylan  was  the  fon  of  Cyndrwyn. 
*  This  Elegy  was  tranflated  iiito  Englifli  vcrfc  by  the  Rev.  John  Walters,  inafier 
of  Ruthin  fchool,  and  late  fellow  of  Jefus  College,  Oxford,  to  whofe  elegant  tafte, 
and  judicious  knowledge  of  the  Welfh  laws,  the  author  has  been  much  indebted. 
The  like  acknowledgement  is  due  to  the  Rev.  John  Lloyd,  re6lor  of  Caerwaes,  from 
whole  friendly  attentions  this  work  has  received  very  confiderable  advantage*  This 
gentleman,  who  poiTelTes  a  critical  judgement  in  the  antiquities  of  his  country,  as  well 
as  an  eztenfive  knowledge  of  its  hifioryi  is  lineally  defccuded  from  the  princes  of  the 
boufi:  of  Pov  ys* 

Tyranny 
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Tyranny  having  erefted  her  banner  in  Wales,  by  the  cruel 
policy  of  Edward,  in  the  maffacre  of  the  bards ;  that  ancient 
feat  of  mufic  and  of  poetry  was  deferted  by  the  mufes ;  and  in 
confequence  was  deprived  of  thofe  fafcinating  arts,  which  foften- 
ed,  at  the  fame  time,  that  they  invigorated  the  genius  of  the 
people. 

During  the  Ipirited,  and  for  a  while,  the  profperous  in- 
furreftion  of  Owen  Glendwrdwy,-  the  mufes  revifited  their  native 
feats;  encouraged  by  the  munificence  of  that  leader,  and  ani- 
mated by  the  tranfitory  ray  which  had  dawned  upon  freedom. 
Among  the  number  of  thofe  bards  who  appeared  at  the  court 
of  Glendwrdwy,  was  Jolo  Goch,  who  celebrated  in  a  high 
ilrain  of  eulogy,  the  magnificence  and  the  viiStories  of  his 
patron.  At  the  fame  time  flourifhed  Dafydh  ap  Gwilim,  a 
native  of  Caerdigan. 

The  Welfli,  having  made  the  laft  effort  for  their  expiring 
freedom,  funk  into  a  ftate  of  flavery,  the  moft  deep  and  fevew. 
The  bards  were  prohibited  by  law  from  making  their  annual 
progress,  and  from  holding  public  affemblies  i  which  privileges 
were  called  by  the  natives  ciem  and  €ymbortba.  During  this 
dark  period,  and  the  conteft  between  the  houfes  of  York  and 
Lancafler,  the  genius  of  poetry  was  nearly  extinguiftied,  or  was 
only  employed  in  foothing  the  mifery  of  the  times^  by  obfcure 
prediftions  of  more  profperous  days/  * 

*  Evan  Etum  Difl*ertatio  de  Bardii. 

Tt  t 
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A  BRIGHTER  profpcft  Opening  on  this  nation  in  the  reign 
of  Henry  the  feventh,  a  feries  of  bards  from  that  time  arofe; 
who,  being  fupported  in  the  families  of  the  Wclfli  chief  tains, 
afcertained  and  preferved  their  genealogies;  and,  the  cauies  of 
reciting  warlike  exploits  having  ceafed,  they  celebrated  the  civil 
virtues  of  their  patrons,  their  magnanimity,  their  hofpitablc 
fpirit,  their  talents,  and  the  graces  of  their  perfons.  They, 
likewife,  amidft  other  duties,  had  the  mournful  office  of  com- 
pofing  an  elegy  on  the  death  of  the  chieftain  in  .whofe  family 
they  redded ;  which  was  fung  to  the  furviving  relations  in  ho- 
nour of  the  dead ;  reciting  the  noble  families  from  which  the 
deceafed  had  Iprung,  and  the  great  adtions  performed  by  himfelf 
or  his  anceflors. 


Since  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  there  has  not  been  any 
regular  aflembly  of  the  bards.'  The  motives  to  emulation 
having  ceafed,  and  the  fpirit  of  ancient  freedom  being  extin- 
guiflied,  the  poetic  fire,  for  which  this  nation  had  been  ib  re- 
nowned,  gradually  declined.  But  a  fpark  of  that  ancient  fire 
yet  remains  in  the  genius  of  the  Welfhj  which,  in  their  (eafons 
of  feftivity,  breaks  out  into  a  fingular  kind  of  poetry,  called 
PennyllC  and  which,  as  a  native  art,  may  long  furvive,  though 

time^; 

*  Evatt  Evans  Differtatio  At  Bardis.  Jones's  MuficaT  Remains,  p.  30» 
*  Even  at  this  day  fome  Tein  of  the  ancient  minflrelfy  furvives  amongft  oujr 
mountains.  Numbers  of  perfons  of  both  fexes  aflemble  and  fit  round  the  harp, 
finging  alternatively  Ptnnillion  or  ftanzas  of  ancient  or  modern  compofitions.  The 
young  people  ufually  begin  the  night  with  dancing,  and  when  they  are  tired,  aflume 
this  fpecies  of  relaxation.    They  alternately  fing,  dance,  and  drink,  not  by  hours, 

but 
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time,  or  the  influence  of  Englifh  manners,  fliould  erafe  every 
other  original  trait. 


THE  union  of  Wales  with   the  crown  of  England,   not 
having  proceeded  from  mutual  inclination,  was  received  by  the 

but  by  days  and  weeks ;  and  meafure  time  only  by  the  continuance  of  their  mirth 
and  pleafure.  Often,  like  the  modern  Improvifatore  of  Italy,  they  ling  extempore 
verfes  ;  and  a  perfon  converfant  in  this  art,  readily  produces  a  pennill  oppofite  to 
the  lad  that  was  fung.  Many  have  thrir  memories  flored  with  feveral  hundreds, 
perhaps  tboufands  of  pennillioti^  fome  of  which  they  have  always  ready  for  anrwer» 
to  every  fubje<5t  that  can  be  propofed,  or  if  their  recolledion  ihould  ever  fail 
them,  they  have  invention  to  compofe  fomething  pertinent  and  proper  for  the 
occafion.  The  fubjedb  afford  a  great  deal  of  mirth  ;  fome  of  thefe  are  jocular, 
others  fatirical,  but  moft  of  them  amoroue ;  which,  from  the  nature  of  the  fubjefl, 
are  beft  preferved.  They  continue  finging  without  interroifEon,  never  repeatiftg 
the  fame  ftanza,  (for  that  would  forfeit  the  honour  of  being  held  firft  of  the  fong) 
and,  like  nightingales,  fupport  the  contcft  through  the  night.  The  audience  ufually 
call  for  the  tune ;  fometimes  a  few  only  fing  to  it,  and  fometimes  the  whole  com- 
pany. But  when  a  pajty  of  capital  fingers  glTemble,  they  rarely  call  for  the  tune, 
for  it  is  indifferent  to  them  what  tune  the  harper  plays.  Pariihes  arc  often  op- 
pofed  ag^ft  pariflies,  and  even  counties  contend  with  counties.  Thefe  rural 
ufages  are  beft  preferved  in  the  mountainous  counties  of  Meirionedh  and  Caer- 
narvon.-*«Jones*s  Mufical  Remains,  p,  30.  See  alfo  Mr.  Pennant's  Journey  to 
Soowdun.  The  world  13  indebted  to  (his  Gentleman  for  many  valuable  publica- 
tions refpe^ing  Wales.  The  countenance  which  they  have  already  received  from 
the  public,  on  account  of  the  agreeable  defcriptions  given  of  that  country,  and  their 
^eep  and  extenfivc  refearches  into  its  antiquities,  renders  any  eulogium,  on  our  part, 
«Qoeoeflary* 
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Welfh  with  the  deepeft  reluftaiice.  It  was  an  union  which 
they  confidered  in  no  other  light  than  as  a  fyftem  of  flavery. 
Foreign  laws  and  cuftoms  had  been  forced  upon  them;  which, 
though  better  than  their  own,  and  more  fuited  to  their  advances 
into  civilization,  were  ftill  the^-Iaws  of  a  conquering  nation, 
with  vyhich,  on  the  footing  of  equality,  they  had  fo  long  con- 
tended. The  rigour  alfo  exercifed  by  Edward's  officers  in  Wales, 
alienated  them  dill  more  from  an  Englifh  adminiflration;  and 
they  yet  retained  a  fond  attachment  to  the  memory  of  their 
native  princes* 

To  all  the  propofals  made  to  them  by  Edward  of  fettling 
their  government,   they  gave  him   the  fame  deciiive  anfwer* 
They  faid,  that  they  were  willing  to  be  governed  by  a  chieftain 
of  their  own  country,  or  by  the  king  in  perfon  ;  but  firmly  de- 
clared that  they  would  yield  no  obedience  to  any  perfon  who  was 
not  a  native  of  Wales,  or  who  did  not  refidc  there.     The  idea 
ftruck  the  Englifh  monarch.     He  difpatched  orders  to  queen 
Eleanor  to  come  inflantly  into  Wales.     At  this  time  fhe  was 
big  with  child,  and  it  was  now  the  depth  of  winter.     At  this 
feafon  of  the  year,  and  in  her  delicate  fituation,  that  prineefs 
travelled  privately  on   horfeback,  through  the  roads  of  thofc 
times,  out  of  England  to  Caernarvon.     A  few  days  before  the 
queen  was  delivered,  the  king  lent  orders  to  the  Welfh  chieftains 
to  meet  him  at  Rhuddlan,  and  to  take  into  their  confideration 
the  public  concerns.    Edward  delayed  for  fbme  time  to  call 
them  into  council.    At  length,  having  heard  that  Eleanor  vfifi 

delivered 
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delivered  of  a  fon*  on  the  25th  of  April,  he  commanded  the 
attendance  of  the  Wclfh  chieftains  s  and  told  them,  that  as 
they  had  frequently  defired  he  would  appoint  them  a  foverei^, 
he  would  now  indulge  them  in  their  requeft,  provided  they 
promifed  to  yield  to  the  perfon  he  (hould  name  a  propel  obe- 
dience. They  affented  to  the  terms  he  propofcd,  in  cafe  that 
perfon  (hould  be  a  native  of  Wales.  The  king,  then,  informed 
them,  that  their  intended  prince  was  born  in  their  own  country, 
that  he  could  not  fpeak  a  word  of  Englifh,  and  that  his  life 
was  free  from,  every  ftain.  It  is  not  eafy  to  fuppofe,  that  the 
Welfli  chieftains  would  have  been  the  dupes  of  fo  Ihallow  an 
artifice.  They  eagerly  aflented  to  acknowledge  fuch  a  perfon  for 
their  fovereign.  The  king  then  informed  them  that  their  future 
prince  was  his  infant  fon  Edward,  born  in  Caernarvon  caftle 
a  few  days  before.  It  is  natural  to  conceive,  that  the  Welfh 
chieftains,  though  furprifed  at  l^eing  thus  caught  in  the  fnarc, 
would  confole  themfelves  with  the  hopes,  that  the  young  prince, 
as  a  native  of  Wales,  would  ufually  refide  in  thdr  country.* 
On  the  magnanimity  which  was  (hewn  in  this  tranfaftion  the 
reader  will  make  his  own  comments.  But  to  (Irike  out  advan- 
tage from  the  prejudices,  or  peculiar  attachments  of  the  Welfh ; 
and  to  render  fuch  fubfervient  to  his  own  ^views,  and  dire6l 
tfaem  to  their  ultimate  benefit,  was  a  point  of  nice  addrei^  in 
the  Englifh  king,  and  did  credit  to  his  talents. 

^  This  intelligence  was  brought' to  the  kiirg  hj  Sir  Gryffydh  Llwyd,  who 'on 
that  account  was  knighted  by  the  Englifh  prince*  Annates  Waverleienfis,  p,  231. 
Hen.  do  Knyghton  de  Event.  Angl.  p.  146  5.       , 

*  WeUhChron.  p.  377.    Stowc?s  Chron.  p.aoa. 

Having 
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Having  finifhed  the  affairs  of  North  Wales,  Edward,  to 
gratify  a  martial  nobility,  and  to  amufe  or  flatter  his  new  fub* 
•jefts  by  a  fpedtacle  unknown  to  the  Welfli,  gave  orders  that  a 
tournament  fhould  be  held  at  Nevyn,  a  town  in  Caemarvon- 
fliire,  and  fituated  on  the  Irifli  channel.'  This  joufl:  was  in 
imitation  of  that  fpecies  of  military  entertainment  fuppofed  to 
be  inftituted  by  king  Arthur;  and  which  was  called  the  Round 
Table ^  from  the  knights  who  reforted  to  thefe  martial  cxercifes 
being  feated  at  a  table  of  that  form/  A  great  number  of 
knights,  as  well  Englifli  as  foreigners,  came  from  different 
countries  to  (hare  in  this  fplendid  and  military  entertainment.' 
And  here  the  Englifh  king  had  an  opportunity  of  ihcwing 
his  Welfh  fubjefts  that  he  was  not  inferior  to  Arthur  their 
celebrated  warrior,  in  feats  of  arms,  and  in  knightly  accom* 
plifhments.  This  diverfion  being  ended,  he  made  a  progrefs 
through  Caerdigan,  where  he  remained  a  month  to  fettle  the 
affairs  of  South  Wales;  from  thence  he  proceeded  into  the 
county  of  Glamorgan,  on  a  vifit  to  the  earl  of  Glouccfter,  to 
whom  that  country  belonged ;  and  having  been  nobly  enter- 
tained by  that  lord,*  he  arrived  at  Briflol,  in  which  city  he 
remained  during  the  Chriftmas  holy  days/  On  the  fecond  of 
^'284!  J^i^uary,  he  ifTued  a  writ  from  thence,  of  a  conciliatory  nature ; 
by  which  the  inhabitants  of  Rhuddlan,  Conway,  Caernarvon, 

I  Matth.  Wcftm.  p.  178, 
*  This  cuflorn,  it  is  faid,  had  alfo  been  in  ufe  among  the  Gauls  and  the  ancient 
Britons.     Camden's  Brit,  p.  664.     Gibfon's  edition. 

^  Matth.  Weilm.  p.  178.    Camden's  Brit.  p.  664.    Gibfon's  edition. 
4  Carte,  vol.11,  p.  197*  5  Chron.  T*  Wyke,  p«  ix«.    HoUnfhead,  p«  aSi. 
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and  other  towns,  were  declared  to  be  free  from  paying  talliagcs 

for  ever.'     King  Edward  then  returned  to  London,  after  an     A.  D. 

.....  "«S* 

abfence  of  nearly  three  years.*     On  his  arrival  in  his  capital, 

he  rode  in  great  folemnity  through  London  to  Weftminfter, 

attended  by  the  archbifhop  of    Canterbury  and  his  fuffragan 

bifhops,   drefled  in  their  iacred  veftments,  befides  an  infinite 

multitude  who  attended  the  proceffion.     The  king,  on  this  oc- 

cafion,  carried  a  part  of  our  Lord's  Crofs  which  he  had  brought 

out  of  Wales,  which  was  gilded,  and  ornamented  with  precious 

ftones,  apd  placed  it  upon  the  great  altar  in  Weftminfter  abbey. 

The  joy  which  Edward  would  naturally  feel  on  the  prof- 
perous  iffue  of  his  affairs,  had  beeri  highly  imbittered  by  the 
death  ofAlphonfo'  his  eldeft  fon,  a  youth  of  no  more  than 
twelve  years  of  age,  who  died  on  the  nineteenth  of  Auguft 
in  the  preceding  year ;  a  prince  much  admired  by  the  Englifh 
for  his  beauty,  valour,  and  fpirit.  By  his  death  the  young 
prince,  Edward  of  Caernarvon,  became  heir  apparent  to  the 
Englifh  crown.* 

The  idea  of  that  prince  being  a  native  of  Wales,  and  the 
expeflation  that  he  would  be  accuftomed  to  fpeak  their  language 

« 

■  Rjmer,  vol.  11.  p.  2B4.  *  Annales  Waverleicnfis,  p.  238. 

'  A  few  months  before  his  death,  coining  to  Wefiminiler,  he  oifered  up  at  the 
fhrine  of  Edward  the  ConfeiTor,  precious  ilones,  and  a  piece  of  gold  which  had 
been  the  property  of  Llewelyn  the  late  prince  of  Wales,     See  Annales   Waver-  - 

Mcfifis,  p»^38. 

*  ChnT.Wyke,  p^i  12.     Polidore  Virgil,  p.  3  2 J. 

and 
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and  to  refide  in  their  country,  were  the  only  ties  which  fecured 
-the  fidelity  of  the  Welfti  nation  to  the  Englifh  government, 
Thefe  bands  being  loofened,  ajid  the  only  motives  to  union 
having  ceafed,  every  part  of  the  newly  fubdued  ftate  fell  again 
into  diforder:  a  fpirit  of  refiftance  revived  in  the  Welfli,  not 
under  the  fole  guidance  of  any  diftinguifhed  perfon,  nor  upon 
any  plan  of  concerted  operation,  but  only  as  chance  or  caprice, 
private  ambition,  or  national  hatred  directed. 

At  this  time  the  king  of  England  was  in  Guienne,  and  had 

left,  during  his  abfence,  the  earl  of  Cornwall  regent  of  the 
.  -  • 

realm.  In  the  late  conqueft  of  Wales,  Rhys  ap  Mcredydh  had 
been  aflive  in  the  fervice  of  Edward ;  and  in  confequencc  of 
that  fervice  had  been  made  a  knight,  and  flattered  with  tlie 
hopes  of  receiving  from  the  hands  of  that  prince  ftill  farther 
honours.  Inilead  of  his  expeflations  being  realized,  it  feems  as 
if  he  had  been  left  in  that  cold  negleft,  which  is  frequently 
the  juft  reward  beftowed  upon  wicked  and  interefted  men,  when 
their  fervices  are  no  longer  neceflary.  He  was  cited  to  appear 
in  the  county  courts,  with  other  Wclfh  noblemen,  by  Robert 
<ie  Tibetot,  and  Alan  Plucknet,  the  one  jufticiary  of  South 
Wales  and  governor  of  feveral  cafties  adjoining  to  the  territory 
of  Rhys  ap  Meredydh,  and  the  other  the  king's  flcward  in 
Wales/  Incenfed  at  this  fummons,  the  Welfh  chieftain  refufed 
his  compliance.  It  was  too  mortifying  to  Rhys  fo  eafily  to 
xelinquilh  his  rights,  derived  from  a  long  train  of  princely  an- 


<  Welih  Chron.  p.  379,    Henry  dc  Knyghton  de  Event.  An{«  p.  z^^i* 
ihead,  p.  28^ 

ceflors ; 
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ceftors ;  or  to  fee  them  mingle  in  the  common  ruin  of  ancient 
cufloms.  Legal  meafures  were  taken  to  enforce  his  obedience. 
During  the  proccfs,  frequent  hoftilities  occurred  between  the 
retainers  of  the  two  parties,  to  the  great  annoyance  of  the 
country;  at  length  the  diforder  rofe  to  fuch  a  height,  as  to 
make  it  neceflary,  by  an  order  of  the  Englifli  king,  for  the  earl 
of  Cornwall  to  come  in  perfon  into  Wales  with  an  army,  and 
endeavour  to  check  the  infurredion.  At  the  fame  time  Ed- 
ward himfelf  wrote  to  Rhys  ap  Meredydh,  to  defire  that  he 
would  ceafe  from  hoftilities ;  alluring  him,  that,  on  his  return, 
the  evils  he  complained  of  fhould  be  redrefled,  and  that  all 
reafonable  juftice  ihould  be  done  him/  Rhys  thought  the  king's 
abfence  a  fair  opportunity  of  roufing  the  fpirit  of  the  Welfh  na- 
tion, as  yet  not  reconciled  to  fubjeflion,  and  of  mounting  the 
throne  of  his  anceftors.*  In  purfuance  of  this  defign,  and  that 
his  followers  might  have  no  hopes  of  lafety  but  in  their  own 

valour,  he  took  the  caftles  of  Llandovery  and  Dinevawr,  and    a.  d. 

1287. 
likcwife  fet  fire  to  fcveral  towns.' 

The  earl  of  Cornwall,  defigning  at  the  fame  time  to  attack 
the  rebel  chieftain  in  feveral  quarters,  fummoned  the  military 
tenants  of  the  crown  to  rendezvous  at  Gloucefter,  Llanbadernvawr, 
and  Monmouth,  ready  to  march  under  his  own  command,  or 
under  the  earl  of  Gloucefter,  who  was  appointed  general  in  this 

I  Wclfli  Chron.  p.  379.   Hen.  dc  Knyghton  dc  Event.  Ang,  p.  2465.    Molinflidiid, 
p.  283.  *  Polidorc  Virgil,  p.  326. 

»  Rjrmer,  vol.  II.  p.  343,  344,  345.    Guth.  Hift.  Eng.  vol.  I.  p,  905. 

U  u  u  expe- 
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expedition/  This  appointment  hawever  was  fuperfeded  by  Corn- 
wall himfelf,"  who,  marching  into  Wales,  obliged  Rhys  and  hia 
followers  to  retire  into  the  faftnefles  of  the  country  j  which  gave 
that  nobleman  an  opportunity  of  taking  and  demolifliing  the 
caftles  of  the  Wellh  chieftain.  One  of  thefe  was  the  caftle  of 
Ruflin.  It  was  ufual  in  thofe  days,  in  the  ficge  of  a  fortrcfs, 
to  undermine  the  walls  by  fmkhig  a  mine,  and  to  fupport  it 
with,  timber  until  the  befiegers  were  ready  to  begin  the  attack ; 
they  then  fet  fire  to  the  props^  and  the  mine  finking  in  confe- 
quence,  the  walls  fell  to  the  ground,  and  the  afifault  immediately 
took  place.  During  this  operation,  in  the  fiege  of  this  fbrtrefs 
the  lord  Stafford,  and  William  de  Monchency,  attended  by  many 
knights  and  efquires,  came  to  reconnoitre  the  works  s  but  the 
miners,  unfkilful  in  that  fervice,  had  fupported  the  mine  fa 
weakly,  that  the  walls  fuddenly  falling  in,  they  all  periihed  under 
the  ruins.  Though  the  cafUe  was  taken,  the  expedition  was 
rendered  of  little  advantage,  by.  the  earl  of  Gloucefter  having 
remained  inactive;  owing,  it  is  probable,  to  his  having  been 
fuperfeded  in  the  command,  or  to  fbme  fecret  inclination  he 
might  feel  to  favour  the  enemy*s  caufeJ  The  earl  of  Cornwall^ 
imable  to  force  Rhys  ap  Meredydh,  and  the  feafon  of  the  year 
advancing  into  winter,  was  obliged  to  relinquifh  the  enterprife„ 
and  to  grant  him  a  truce/ 

»  Rymcr,  vol.  11.  p.  343,  344,  345.    Guth.Hift.Eng.  voLI.  p.  905. 

*  Ibid. 
»  HoUnfhcad,  p.  ^84.   Matth.  Wcftm.  p.  179.    T.  Wykc^  p.  1 1 5^  Annalcs  Waver* 
kieafsy  p»  240»  ^  Ibid. 
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The  regent  had  no  fooner  arrived  at  Weftminfter  fearly  in  No- 
vember, than  the  Wdfli  chieftain  renewed  hoftilitieS,  and  laid 
fiegc  to  the  caftle  of  Emlyn/  On  this  breach  of  the  treaty  the 
juftictary  iet  a  price  upon  his  head,  and  alfo  proclaimed  him  a 
traitor :  fummonfes  were  likewife  ifTued  by  the  earl  of  Cornwall 
for  the  Englifli  nobility  on"  the  borders  of  Wales  to  take  up  arms 
againft  the  rebels/  The  Mortimers,  and  other  lords  of  the 
marches,  taking  arms  under  Robert  de  Tibetot,  gained  pofleffion 
of  a  ftrong  fortrefs  belonging  to  Rhys ;  and  fo  effeftually  checked 
his  defigns,  that  having  no  fecurity  in  his  own  territories,  he  took 
refuge  in  thofe  of  the  earl  of  Gloucefter,  by  whofe  means  he 
afterwards  efcaped  into  Ireland*'  * 

Having  remained  inaftive  three  years,  in  this  retreat,  Rhy» 

ap  Meredydh  came  again  into  South  Wales ;  and  raiiing  a  new 

infurreftion,  the  judiciary  oppofed  him  with  the  few  forces  which 

on  a  fudden  he  was  able  to  raife.     Informed  that  his  own  troops 

were  more  in  number  than  the  Englifh,  the  Welfh  chieftain,  with 

great  confidence,  marched  to  give  them  the  meeting.   The  levies     a.  d, 

1 290. 
which  he  had  brought  into  the  field  were  compofed  of  young  and 

raw  foldiers :  accuftomed  to  no  difcipline,  they  did  not  preferve  any 

order  in  their  ranks,  but  with  great  fury  attacked  their  enemies  in 

front,  flank,  and  rear,  expe£ting  on  the  firll  onfet  to  break-their 

array.    The  Englifh  troops,  forming  into  a  clofe  body,  prefented 

■  Ryiner,  rol.IL  p.  3 $4*  * 

*  T.  Wyke,  p.  iij.     Ryiber,  roLlL  p.  344,  345. 

'  HoKnihead,  p.  284,  Matth.  Weflm.  p.  179.   T.  Wyke,  p«  115.  Annalcs  Wstver* 
Icicnfis,  p.  3^o,    -  *'  * 
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a  front  on  every  fide  to  the  aflailants.  The  aftion  continued  for 
fome  time  warmly  difputed :  the  Welfti  repeating  their  onfets  with 
'  much  bravery,  and  the  Englifh  as  bravely  beating  them  back :  at 
length,  the  affaults  of  the  Welfti  growing  more  weak,  the  Eng- 
lifti  made  an  effort  to  break  through  the  main  body  of  the  enemy» 
which  they  eafily  accomplifhed.  The  Welfh  troops,  confufed 
and  in  difmay,  were  beaten  down  on  every  fide.  Four  thoufand 
of  them  were  flain  in  this  engagement.*  Their  leader  Rhys  ap 
Meredydh  was  taken  prifoner  s  and  a  little  time  after,  on  the 
departure  of  the  king  into  Scotland,  he  was  executed  at  York^ 
agreeably  to  the  new  mode  of  punifhment  3  by  being  drawn  at 
the  tails  of  horfes,  and  afterwards  hanged  and  quartered.*  After 
his  deatli,  the  cafUes  and  territories  of  the  Welfh  chieftain  were 
given  to  Robert  de  Tibetot^^ 

The  king  of  England^  at  this  time,  was  engaged  in  adifpute 
with  the  French  monarch  j  and  other  means  having  proved  in- 
effefhial,  he  determined  to  do  himfelf  juflice  by  force  of  arms. 
In  this  defign^  he  was  affifjied  by  his  Englifh  fubjefts,  who 
granted  him  very  liberal  fupplies;  and  he  now  attempted  to. 
make  an  experiment  of  taxation  on  his  new  fubjefts  the  Welfh^ 
He  appointed  Roger  de  Puleflon,  a  man  of  great  eminence  in 
the  country,  and  who  was  high  in  his  favour^  to  colle6t  a  fifteentk 
of  their  moveables.*  As  yet  little  inured  to  the  habits  of  aforeiga 

*  HolinlDleady  p.  2^4,     Hen.  deKnyghton,  p.  246$'. 
*  Polkfore'Vifg.  p.  326,  327.   Matt.  Weil.. p.  i84,fayt  hewMCxecutad  atBerwick*. 

'  Rymer,  yoI.  IF.  p.  4S2. 
«  WeUhChcoo.  p«38o»  CartCi  toI.  IL  p«236t  from.WalfiDgham^Chn.DunfUpIt». 
,9m.  2z  E.  I.  m.  28. 
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government,  the  ^irit  of  the  Welib  was  fet  on  fire  wherever 
this  tax  was  attempted  to.  be  enforced ;,  an  aflent  to  which  they 
confidered  as  forming  a  precedent  in  future  for  impofitions  of 
the  like  nature^ 

Three  infurreflibns  iprungup  in  Walies,  in  different  places, 
and  nearly  at  the  fame  time  r  though  it  does  not  appear  that 
they  were  direded  by  any  common  principle  of  union*. 

The  natives  of  Weft  Wales '  rofe  up;  in  arms,  under  the: 
leading  of  Maelgwyn  Vychan,  and  plundered  the  counties  of 
Pembroke  and  Caerdigan%  The  people  who  inhabited  Glamor^- 
gan  and  the  ibuthern  parts>  alfo  revolted  under  the  condu£l:  of  a 
chieftain  of  the  name  of  Morgan,,  defcended  from  the  ancient 
lords  of  that  coimtry ;.  and  being  joined,  by  the  principal.  vaiTals. 
ef  the  earl  g£  Gloucefter,  they  drove  that  nobleman,  out  of  his 
territories,  and  reftored.  to.  the  Welfti  chieftain  the.  inheritancasi  of 
his  anceftorsk  Madoc,  an  illegitimate  fon.  of  the.  late,  gallant 
Llewelyn,*  and  who  had  himfelf  aflumed  the  title  of  prince,,  waif; 
at  the  head  of  the  infurgents  in.  North  Wales.? 

The  revolt  opened  with  aft  a  of  hoftility,.  which  marked  an 
inveteracy  of  fpirit,  and  a  firm  refolution  in  the  Welfh,  that  the 
fword  alone  fliould  i^cure  their  fafety,  and  determine  the  difpute- 
Seifing  on  Roger  de  Pulefton,  they  caufed  him  to  be  hanged,  and 
afterwards  cut  off  hi&,hcad  y  the  fame  fate  attended  all.his  aflb- 

1  Popbyrpkcflureii  ^  AliHs's  Catalogue  of  Honour,  p«3io. 

^•Mattbt  Wejdmt  f.  199,  i^x*    WeUh  Cbron.  p.  380..   Holinihead,  p.  293. 
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dates  who  were  concerned  in  collefting  this  odious  tribute. 
About  the  middle  of  July,  Madoc  proceeded  to  Caernarvon, 
at  this  time  crowded  with  the  Englifti,  who  had  affembled  there 
on  account  of  a  great  fain  Thefe  unarmed  people  were  all 
flaughtered :  the  town  was  plundered  and  fet  on  fire,  and  the 
^caftle  of  Caernarvon  taken  :'  the  fortrefs  in  Snowdun,  likewife, 
fell  into  the  hands  of  Madoc,  and  who  foon  after  gained  poffeffion 
o^Anglefey.* 

A  REVOLT  fo  widely  fpread,  and  which  had  opened  with  fuch 
daring  infults,  determined  Edward  to  fufpend  his  intended  views 
on  the  continent ;  and  to  recall  his  forces,  at  that  time  ready 
to  embark  under  the  command  of  his  brother  the  earl  of  Lan^ 
cafter,  and  of  Hfenry  Lacie  lord  of  Denl)igh  and  earl  of  Lincoln. 
The  latter  nobleman,  with  a  view  of  preferving  the  caftle  of 
Denbigh,  advanced  before  the  king  into  North  Wales ;  and  pro* 
ceeding  in  his  route  under  the  walls  of  that  fortrefs,  on  the 
eleventh  of  November,  was  fuddenly  encountered  by  the  Wclfti ; 
who,  encouraged  by  the  fituation  of  the  Englifli  army,  were 
defirous  of  hazarding  their  fortunes  upon  the  iffue  of  a  fingle 
battle.  The  event  was  glorious  to  the  Welfti ;  the  Englifh  forces 
were  defeated  and  forced  to  retire,' 

The  revolt  in  Pembroke,  under  the  conduft  of  Maelgwyn 
Vychan,  had  not  proved  fo  fuccefsful ;  as  that  chieftain,  about 

>  Matth.  Weftm.  p.  190,  191.    Welfli  Chron.  p.  580.     Holinfheady  p.  2934 
*  Carte,  vol.  II.  p.a37»  from  T,  Walfingham.  Pat.  22  E.  I.  m.  28. 
)  Hen.de  Knjghton,   p.  2471.    Polidore  Yirgily  p*332*     Welih  Chron.  p.  380. 
Holiniliead,  p.  293. 
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I 

this  time,  was  taken  prifoner ;  and  being  conveyed  to  Hereford, 
he  was  in  that  city  drawn  at  the  tails  of  horfes  to  the  place  of 
execution,  and  hanged  with  two  of  his  accomplices/ 

The  earl  of  Warwick  had  already  obliged  Morgan,  the  other 
chieftain  who  had  revolted  in  South  Wales,  to  fubmit  himfelf  to 
the  royal  mercy,  with  feven  hundred  of  his  retainers.*  That 
chief,  and  others. of  the  Welfh  nobility,  who  were  vafials  of  the 
earl  of  Gloucefter,  difgufted  with  the  pride  of  that  nobleman^ 
and  his  arbitrary  condu£t,  had  entered  into  a  refblution  never  to 
fubmit  to  his  authority ;  but  o^red  to  yield  themfelves  up  to 
the  king,  provided  they  might  hold  their  eftates  of  the  crown 
of  England.  Being  indulged  in  this  requeft,  Morgan  and  the 
other  Welfh  chieftains  laid  down  their  arms,  did  homage  to  Ed- 
ward,  and  delivered  hoftages  for  then:  fiddityJ  At  this  time  the 
Englifh  king  was  in  South  Wales,  attempting  in  perfon  to  quiet 
the  diforders  of  that  country.  He  had  been  deceived  into  the 
expeflation  that  the  county  of  Caerdigan  would  have  followed 
the  example  of  the  people  of  Glamorgan ;  but  this  fuhmidion 
at  prefent  not  taking  place,  the  Englifh  prince,  in  refentroent  of 
the  deception  which  had  been  offered  him  by  the  abbot  of  Strata-^ 
Florida,  fet  fire  to  that  abbey.* 

Alarmed  at  a  revolt  which  was  now  rifing  into  importance^ 
and  which  menaced  the  fafety  of  his  new  dominions,  Edward 
came  into  Noith*  Wales  to  conduft  the  war  in  perfon.     Having 

■  Mattl*.  Wcftm.  p.  191,  calls  hire  Chanaa.  ^  Guthrie's  Hift.  Eng»  p.  gig^ 

J  Matth.  Wcftm.  p.  191.  '  Cart^,  voL  L  p.  237.  4  Guthrie,  vol.  I.  p.  gn)^ 
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proceeded  in  his  march  to  the  Conway,  he  crofled  that  arm  of 
the  fea  with  a  part  of  his  forces ;  and  retiring  into  the  caftle, 
waited  for  the  remainder  of  his  army  to  follow.  In  his  paffagc 
he  loft  many  waggons  and  other  carriages  loaded  with  vi£hialsy 
which  had  been  intercepted  by  the  Welfh ;  who  in  great  multi- 
tudes came  down  from  the  mountains,  and  invefted  the  caftlc 
on  the  fide  of  the  land,  A  fudden  rife  in  the  Conway,  prevent- 
ing his  troops  from  paffing  the  river,  and  affording  him  any 
•  afliftance,  rendered  Edward's  fituation  exceedingly  alarming  j  he 
was  in  great  want  of  provifions,  was  cut  off  from  his  army, 
and  was  furrounded  on  every  fide  by  water  and  the  enemy.  The 
diftrefs  of  the  garrifon  was  fo  great  with  refpedt  to  provifions, 
that  Edward,  in  common  with  the  foldiers,  was  obliged  to  eat 
felted  meat,  and  the  coarfe  bread  which  was  found  in  the  caftle, 
and  to  ufe  water  likewife  for  his  drink  mixed  with  honey.  A  fingle 
flaggon  of  wine  only  remained  in  the  fortrefs,  which  being  re- 
lerved  folely  for  the  king's  ufe,  that  prince  could  not  be  pre- 
Tailcd  upon  to  tafte  it  5  but  caufing  it  to  be  mingled  with  water, 
be  ordered  the  liqiior  to  be  diftributed  among  the  garrifon  ;  de- 
claring, with  a  manly  fpirit,  that  he  would  fliare  every  extremity 
with  the  meaneft  foldier.'  In  this  perilous  ftate,  when  any 
moment  might  have  been  fatal,  Edward's  ufual  good  fortune  at- 
tended him.  The  Conway  fuddenly  fubfiding,  his  forces  were 
enabled  to  crofs  the  water  and  come  to  his  relief.  The  Welfli, 
then,  abandoned  the  fiege  and  retired  to  the  mountains  of  Snow- 
dun*  The  Englifti  king,  on  the  enemies  retreat,  pafled  the 
Chriftmas  holidays  without  moleftation  in  the  caftle  of  Conway.' 

*  Hciu  dc  Knyghton,  p.  2473.  •  Holinllicad,  p.  293,  WcUh  Chron.  p.  380. 
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TijE  earl  of  Warwick,  having  received  intelligence  that  a  largp 
body  of  the  enemy  was  encamped  in  a  valley,  which  was  inclofed 
on  each  fide  by  a  wood,  fele£led  for  this  fervice  a  iquadron  of 
horjfe,  with  a  detachment  of  crofs-bow-men  and  archers  j  and 
with  this  force,  marching  filently  in  the  night,  he  fuddenly 
furrounded  the  WeUh,  little  fufpefting  an  affault.  With  much 
^oolneis,  however,  the  Wdfti,  fixing  their  fpears  in  the  ground, 
luid  prefenting  a  dangerous  front,  kept  off  the  Englifli  horfe. 
Not  able  to  make  any  impreflion,  the  eaii  of  Warwick  placed  a 
crofs-bow-man  or  an  archer  in  every  interval  between  two  horfe- 
men ;  who,  thus,  fighting  at  a  diftance,  flew  great  numbers  with 
their  fliQt  and  arrows;  then  charging  the  remaining  body  with 
his  horfe,  the  Welfli  phalanx  was  broken,  and  was  foon  entirely 
routed  with  great  flaughter/  After  this  aflion,  Edward,  finding 
no  enemy  to  refift  him,  croffed  over  the  Menai  into  Anglefey ; 
where  he  erefted  a  ftrong  fortrefs,  which  he  called  Beuraarifh,* 
as  a  check  to  the  natives  of  that  ifland.  Then  having  laid  the 
country  more  open,  by  cutting  roads  through  the  woods,'  and 
having  feverdy  puniihed  thofe  perfons  who  had  been  concerned 
in  the  murder  of  Rog^  de  ^ulefton^  he  returned  with'  his 
army  into  England.^ 

Aj,L  this  time,,  the  gallant  Madoc,  giving  way  to  the  ftorm, 
though  fliU  unl^roken  in  his  ipirit,  had  retired  into  a  place  of 
fecucity.    The  young  chieftain,  no  doubt,  orx  his  firft  fuccefs> 

'  J.  Rofn.  Ant.  Wanv.  p.  i66.    Hol^fhead,  p«294.t 

*  Camden*6  Brit.  p.  675.  Giblb&'s  edit. 

3  Holinlhesid,  p*  2941    Welfli  Chsoo.  p.  38i.  4  Matth,  Weflia.  p.  191. 
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had  flattered  himfelf  with  the  hopes  of  reftoring  his  country 
to  its  ancient  freedom/  Incited  by  this  fond  idea,  the  Wellh 
in  great  numbers  ftill  eagerly  joined  lits  ftandard.  On  the 
king's  departure,  Madoc  invaded  the  Englifh  borders.  Having 
reduced  Ofvsreftry,  and  ravaged  the  adjacent  country,  he  de- 
feated the  lord  Strange  near  Knocking  j  then  again  defeating 
a  body  of  Englifli  in  another  engagement,  he  proceeded  towards 
Shrewsbury ;  but  during  his  progrefs,  his  forces  were  routed  by 
the  lords  of  the  marches,  and  he  himfelf,  after  a  long  -re- 
fiftance,  was  taken  prifoner  upon  the  hills  of  Cefn  Digolh  not 
far  from  Caurs  caftfe.*  Madoc  was  fent  up  to  London,  and 
doomed  by  king  Edward  to  perpetual  imprifonment  in  the 
Tower.' 

*  ■ 

On  this  difafter,  all  the  WeUh  chieftains  laid  down  their 
arms  and  fubmitted  to  the  Englifh  monarch}  whofe  conduft 
on  this  occafion  was  politic,  and  tempered  in  fome  degree  with 
lenity.  No  viftim  was  facrificed  to  the  feverity  of  his  juftice : 
he  gave  to  the  heirs  of  the  rebellious  chieftains  their  forfeited 
cftates  3  requiring  only  a  compcnfatiou  for  the  damages  which 
he  had  fuflained  in  the  war,  with  an  aflbrance  likewi(e  of 
implicit  obedience  for  the  future.  Left  the  moderation  of  his 
conduft  might  again  incite  them  to  revolt,  he  affured  them, 
^-  ^  that  he  would  entirely  exterminate  their  nation,  if  they  again 
prefumed  to  refift  his  authority.*    The  moft  eminent  of  the 

>  Holinfhcad,  p.  294. 
^  It  18  faid  by  otherSy  that  Madoc  waa  delivered  up  to  Edward  by  bis  own  army* 
'  Welik  Chron.  p.  sSx*  *  Carte's  tM.  £ng.  p.  237. 
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WeUh  nobility  were  confined  in  different  caftles  of  England, 
where  th^y  remained  ibme  years,  during  the  wars  of  Edward 
in  Scotland;'  that  prince,  nodoubt,  regarding  their  confinement 
as  the  only  fure  pledge  of  their  fidelity.  The  greater  number  of 
thefe  chieftains  were  imprifoned  in  the  Tower  of  London. 
To  foothe  their  minds  during  this  folitary  confinement,  baniihed 
from  their  country  and  their  friends,  the  Welfh  chieftains  foli- 
cited  the  favour  that  their  manufcripts  might  be  fent  to  them 
out  of  Wales.  They  were  indulged  in  this  reafonable  requeft. 
And  as  it  is  natural  to  conclude,  that  they  made  a  free  ufe  of  this 
indulgence,  in  pfocefs  of  time  the  Tower  became  the  principal 
repofitory  of  Welfh  literature.  This  valuable  coUeftion  is  faid 
to  have  been  committed  to  the  flames  by  one  Scolan,*  a  perfon 
who  is  only  known  to  the  world  by  having  perpetrated  fo  in- 
famous an  a£lion  i  and  who  might  have  been  inftigated  to  it 
by  the  fame  motive,  which  impelled  Heroftratus  to  fet  on  fire 
the  temple  of  Diana. 


THE  infurreftions  already  recited,  with  the  revolt  of  Sir  . 
GryfFydh  Llwyd,  and  the  rebellion  of  Owen  Glendwrdwy,*  were 
the  laft  efforts  which  the  Welfli  made  to  recover  the  freedom 
they  had  loft.  Their  wild  fpirit  of  independence,  and  their 
cnthufiafm  for  liberty,  from  this  period  gradually  declined.  The 
blood  of  their  beloved  princes  was  nearly  extinft;  and  their 

I  Hen.  de  Knighton  de  Event.  Ang«  p.  247a.    Holinlhead,  p.  294.    WeUh  Chron. 
p. 382. 
*  Jones's  Mufical  and  Poetical  Relics  of  the  WeUh  Bards^  p.  x.      *  Glyndyfrdwry. 
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native  bravery  was  fubdued,  or  rendered'  inefi^dual,  by  their 
intefline  diviiions,  and  by  their  repeated  misfortunes.  When 
fierce  valour  and  unregulated  freedom  are  oppofed  tO'dircipline, 
to  enlarged  views,  and  to  found  policy,  the  conteft  is  very 
unequal ;  it  is  not  therefore  furprifing  that  the  genius  of  Eng* 
land  at  length  obtained  the  afcendency.  It  was,  indeed,  an  in- 
terefting  fpedacle,  and  might  juftty  have  excited  indignation 
and  pity,  to  have  feen  an.  ancient  and  gallant  nation,  falling 
the  viftims  of  private  ambition,  or  fmking.under  the  weight  of 
a  fuperior  power.  But  fuch  emotions,  which  were  then  due  to 
that  injured  people,  have  loft,  at  this  period,  their  force  and 
their  poignancy.  A  new  train  of  ideas  arife,  when  we  fee  that 
the  change  is  beneficial  to  the  vanquifhed:  «when  we  fee  a  wild 
and  precarious  liberty  fucceedcd  by  a  freedom,  which  is  fecured 
by  equal  and  fixed  laws :  when  we  fee  manners  hoftile  and  bar- 
barous, and  a  fpirit  of  rapine  and  cruelty,  foftened  down  into 
the  arts  of  peace,  and  the  milder  habits  of  civilized  life :  when 
we  fee  this  Remnant  of  the  ancient  Britons,  uniting  in  interefts, 
and  mingling  in  friendfhip  with  their  conquerors,  and  enjoying 
with  them  the 'fame  Conftitutional  Liberties;  the  punty  of 
which,  we  truft,  will  continue  uncorrupted^  as  long^  as  the  Britifhr 
Bmpirefhall  be  numbered  among  the  nations  of  thfe  earth.^ 
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THE    UNION    OF    WALES    WITH 

ENGLAND. 

f 

AFTER  the  conqueft  of  Wales  by  Edward  tht  firft,  the 
concerns  of  that  country,  cOftfidered  in  a  national  light,  arfe 
entit-dy  uhiriteriefling  5  as  the  inhabitants  of  which,  until  the 
reign  of  Henry  the  feventh,  were  red.uced  to  a  itate  of  .bondage 
the  moft  deep  and  fevere.* 

Actuated  by  few  other  IpringS  than  their  paffiorts,  re-' 
ftrained  by  no  regular  police,  no  longer  animated  by  thie  prefence 
of  their  princes,  nor  their  minds  foftened  by  the' influence  of 
^  liative  arts,  the  manners  of  the  Welfh  nation,  for  a  lon^ 
period,  degenerated  into  the  deepeft  ferocity.  Unemjdoyed  iA 
the  arts  of  peace,  little  civilized  by  focial  iiitercourfe,  and  etijby-' 
ing  only  a  narrow  and  partial  hofpitality,  their  eager  fpirit,  nd 
longer  directed  againft  a  potent  and  hereditary  enbniy,  naturally 
funk  into  deadly  feiids,*  or  Was  deeply  ehgaged  in  the  plda^* 
fares  of  the  chace. 


Though  the  policy  of  Edward  the  firft  hdd  allowed  the 
Wellh  nation  to  enjoy  their  liberties,  and  to  hold  their  eftates 
under  ancient  tenures,  they  had  much  reafon  td  complaili  of 
the  exceffive  rigour  which  had  been  exercifed  over  them  by  the 

•  See  Sututes  refpefting  Wales  in  the  reigns  of  Henry  the  fourth,  and  Henry 
the  fixth,  » 

*  Hlft.  Gwcdif  Family,  p.  78,  79,  &c.   * 
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officers  of  jufticc,  and  of  the  rapacity  of  the  Englifti  barons 
who  had  fettled  in  Wales.' 

The  powers  of  the  lords  marchers  were  ftill  in  their  full 
force,  and  had  been  exercifed  with  fuch  feverity  upon  the  WeUh, 
as  to  render  an  a6l  of  parliament  neceiTary  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
the  dghth.  The  ftatutc  is  to  the  following  purpofe  5  "  Whereas 
"  many  robberies,  murders,  and  other  evil  pradices  have  been 
"  daily  committed  in  the  county  palatine  of  Chefter,  and  Flint-. 
*'  (hire  in  Wales,  and  alfo  in  Anglefea,  Caernarvon,  Meirionydh, 
^^  Caerdigan,  Caermarthen,  Pembroke,  and  Glamorgan ;  becaufe 
^^  juftice  is  not  adminiftered  ther«  in  fuch  form  as  in  other 
"  places  of  this  realm :  for  the  remedy  of  this,  it  is  enatfled, 
"  that  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  England,  or  Keeper  of  the  Great 
*'  Seal,  (hall  nominate  and  appoint  juftices  of  peace,  juftlces  of 
^  the  quorum,  and  juftices  of  the  goal-delivery  in  the  faid 
•*  counties,  and  that  they  {hall  have  like  power  and  authority 
^  as  thofe  in  England."  This  ftatute  in  fome  meafure  leflened 
the  evils  complained  of;  as  it  was  the  means  of  keeping  of- 
fenders in  awe,  they  not  being  able,  as  before,  to  efcapc, 
and  to  flee  from  one  lordftiip  marcher  to  another^  it  alfo 
placed  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  on  a  more  ftable  foundation. 

Another  evil  had  likewife  arifen,  which  ftrongly  marked 
the  oppreflion  of  the  times  ^  to  the  remedy  of  which  a  fucceed- 
ing  ftatute  was  judged  neceflary,  and  was  to  the  following  efFefl: 

'  Hiil.Owedir  Family,  p.  30,  31,  34^ 

,  **  Whereas 
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"  Whereas  in  Wales  and  in  the  Marches,  there  are  many 
forefts  belonging  either  to  the  king  or  to  the  lords  marchers, 
wherein  fundry   aftions   have   been  committed  for  a  kng 
"  time,  contrary  to  the  law  of  God  and  nian ;  infomuch,  that 
**  if  any  perfon  entered  the  faid  forefts  without  a  token  given 
*^  him  by  any  of  the  forefters,  as  a  licence  to  pafs,  or  unlefs 
"  he  was  a  yearly  tributer  or  chenfer^  he  was  forced  to  pay  a 
"  grievous  fine  \  and  if  he  fhould  chance  to  be  found  twenty- 
"  four  feet  out  of  the  highway,  he  was  then  to  forfeit  all  the 
"  gold  or  money  which  was  found  on  his  perfon,  and  likewife  a 
^  joint  of  one  of  his  hands,  unlefs  he  was  fined  for  the  offence 
"  at  the  difcretion  of  the  forefter,  or  farmer  of  the  fame.    And 
"  whereas  likewife,  if  any  cattle  ftrayed  into  the  faid  forefts, 
"  it  was  the  cuftom  of  the  forefters  to  mark  them  for  their 
**  own,  with  the  mark  of  the  foreft/*    By  this  ftatute,  it  was 
cnafted,  that  people  fhould  be  allowed  to  pafs  through  thefe 
forefts  as  freely  as  in  other  places;  and  that  ftrayed  cattle, 
within  a  year  and  a  day,  fhould  be  reftored  to  the  right  owners,, 
they  only  paying  a  compenfation  for  the  herbage. 

These  ftatutes,  reftraining  the  powers  of  the  lords  marchers, 
were  fome  years  after  fucceeded  by  another  aft  of  Parliament^ 
which  rendered  thofe  lords  no  longer  the  objedls  of  terror, 
and  entirely  deftroyed  their  juridical  authority.  It  was  to  the 
following  efFcft  :  "  Whereas  by  the  gifts  of  the  kings  of  Eng- 
'*  land,  many  of  the  moft  ancient  prerogatives  and  authorities 
"  of  juftice  appertaining  to  the  imperial  crown  of  this  reafm, 
*^  have  been  fevered  and  taken  from  the  fame;  it  was  then 

•*  enadtcd,. 
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^  enadled,  that  no  perfon  fhoju^d  have  power  and  authority 
**  to  pardon  or  to  remit  treafons,  murders,  njan-flaughters,  or 
"  any  felonies,  or  their  acceflaries  in  any  part  of  England, 
"  Wales,  or  in  the  inarches  of  the  iame :  That  likewife'  no 
**  perfon  fl)puld  makejuftices  of  oyer,  juftices  of  afljze,  juftices 
"  of  peace,  or  juftices  of  goal-delivery;  but  they  fliould  in 
future  be  made  only  by  the  king's  letters  patent :  And  that 
all  original  writs,  judicid  wnts,  and  all  manner  of  indi6l* 
ments  for  treafon,  felony,  and  trefpafs,  and  all  manner  of 
procefs  fhould  be  only  made  in  the  king's  name ;  and  that 
all  offences  committed  againf^  the  ppace,  fhould  be  conftdered 
^^  as  an  offence  conunitted  agsdnft  the  king,  and  not  againft 
**  the  peace  of  any  other  perfon."  Thefc  exceffive  powers, 
which  had  been  anciently  vefted  in  thofe  perfons  who  enjoyed 
counties  palatine,  and  jura  regalia  in  lordfhip  marchers,  being 
thus  taken  away,  a  more  regular  and  uniform  courfe  of  juftice 
was  eflablifhed  j  and  in  confequence,  the  diforders  continually 
occurring  within  thofe  precintfts  were  in  a  great  mcafure 
prevented. 

Though  thefe  humane  and  falutary  ftatutes  had  relieved  the 
Welfh  from  many  of  their  fufferings,  the  line  ^  diftinftion 
was  ftill  prcferved,  and  they  yet  remained  as  a  feparate  people ; 
a  diftinftion,  contrary  to  all  juft  ideas  of  government,  and 
which  could  only  fervc  to  keep  alive  their  national  prejudices. 
But  the  Welfh  themfelves,  and  it  may  be  recorded  to  their 
honour,  folicited  Henry  the  eighth  that  he  woul^  extend  bis 
liberal  defigns,  and  would  give  them  a  ftill  more  falutary  e&^« 
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The  petition  itfelf,  which  they  fent  to  that  monarch,  will  beft 
explain  their  •  cxtenfive  views  and  manly  Ipirit,  as  well  as  the 
nature  and  juftice  of  their  claims. 

'^  May  it  pleafe  your  Highnefs." 

"  We,  on  the  part  of  your  Highnefs's  fubjefts,  inhabiting 
that  portion  of  the  ifland  which  our  invaders  firft  called  Wales, 
moft  humbly  proftrate  at  your  Highnefs's  feet,  do  crave  to 
be  received  and  adopted  into  the  fame  laws,  and  privileges, 
which  your  other  fubjeds  enjoy:  Neither  fhall  it  hinder  us 
(we  hope)  that  we  have  lived  fo  long  under  our  own.  For  as 
they  were  both  enabled  by  authority  of  our  ancient  law-givers, 
*'  and  obeyed  for  many  fucceflions  of  ages,  we  truft  your  High- 
"  nefs  will  pardon  us,  if  we  thought  it  neither  eafy  nor  fafc 
"  fo  fuddenly  to  relinquifh  them.  We  fhall  not  prefumc  yet 
*'  to  compare  them  with  thefe  now  ufed,  and  lefs  fhall  we 
**  conteft  how  good  and  equal  in  themfelves  they  are.  Only  if 
"  tlie  defence  of  them  and  our  liberty  againft  the  Romans, 
^*  Saxons,  and  Danes,  for  fo  many  hundred  years,  and  laftly 
againft  the  Normans,  as  long  as  they  pretended  no  title  bu# 
the  fword,  was  thought  juft  and  honourable  ;  we  prefume  it 
**  will  not  be  infamous  now ;  and  that  all  the  marks  of  rebellion 
**  and  falfliood,  which  our  revilers  would  faften  on  us,  will  fall 
*^  on  any,  fooner  than  thofe  who  fought  for  fo  many  years,  and 
with  fo  different  nations  for  our  juft  defence  :  Which  alfo  is 
fo  true,  that  our  beft  hiftories  affirm  the  chriftian  religion  to 
have  been  preferved  only  by  us  for  many  years  that  the  Saxons 

(being  /heathens)  either  attempted  or  poffefTed  this  country. 
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"  May  your  Highnefs  then  gracioufly  interpret  our  aftions,  while 
''  we  did  but  that  duty  which  your  Highnefs  would  have  now 
done  by  all  your  fubjefls  on  like  occafion ;  for  when  any 
fhould  invade  this  country  henceforth,  we  know  your  Highnefs 
'*  would  have  us  to  behave  ourfelves  no  otherwife.  Befides, 
*'  had  not  the  afTailers  found  fome  refiftance,  they  might  have 
•'  defpifed  a  country,  that  brought  none  forth  able  enough  to 
"  aflert  it  j  fo  that  we  crave  pardon,  Sir,  if  we  fay  it  was  fit  for 
"  the  honour  of  your  dominions  that  fome  part  of  it  fliould 
"  never  be'  conquered.  We  then  in  the  name  of  whatfoever  in 
"  your  Highnefs 's  pofleflion  hath  in  any  age  held  out  againft  all 
**  invaders,  do  here  voluntarily  refign,  and  humble  ourfelves  to 
"  that  fovereignty,  which  we  acknowledge  fo  well  inverted  in 
"  your  Highnefs.  Nor  is  this  the  firft  time ;  we  have  always 
**  attended  on  occafion  to  unite  ourfelves  to  the  greater  and 
"  better  parts  of  the  iiland; 

'*  But  as  the  kings  of  this  realm,  weary  of  their  attempts  in 
**  perfon  againft  us,  did  formerly  give  not  only  our  country  to 
If  thofe  who  could  conquer  it,  but  permitted  them  Jura  regalia^ 
^\  within  their  feveral  precinfts;  fo  it  was  impoffible  to  come  ta 
"  an  agreement,  while  fa  many  that  undertook  this  work,  " 
**  ufurped  martial  and  abfolute  power  and  jufiffllftion  in  alt 
*'  they  acquired,  without  eftablifiiing  any  equal  juftice..  And* 
''  that  all  offenders  flying  from  one  lordfhip  marcher  (for  fo 
"  they  were  termed)  to  another,  did  both  avoid  the  punifhmcnt 
*'  of  the  law,  and  eafily  commit  thofe  robberies,  which  formerly 
"  tainted  the  honour  of  our  parts.     So  that  until  the  rigorous 

'*  lawS"<K 
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**  laws,  not  only  of  the  feveral  conquerors  of  England^  but  the 
"  attempters  on  our  parts,  were  brought  to  an  equal  modera- 
^*  tion,  no  union,  how  muchfoever  affefted  by  us,  could  enfue. 


*•  Therefore,  and  not  fooner,  we  fubmitted  ourfelves  to 
Edward  the  firft,  a  prince,  who  made  both  many  and  equaller 
laws  than  any  before  him ;  therefore  we  defended  his  fon  Ed- 
ward the  fecond,  when  not  only  the  Englifh  forfook  him,  but 
ourfelves  might  have  recovered  our  former  liberty,  had  we 
*'  defired  it.  Therefore  we  got  viftories  for  Edward  the  third, 
and  flood  firm  during  all  the  diflenfions  of  this  realm  to  his 
grandchild  and  fucceflbr  Richard  the  fecond.  Only  if  fome 
^*  amongfl  us'  refifted  Henry  the  fourth,  your  Highnefs  may 
better  fuppofe  the  reafon  than  we  tell  it,  though  divers  foreigners 
openly  refufing  to  treat  with  him  as  a  fovereign  and  lawful 
prince,  have  fufficiently  publifhed  it.  We  did  not  yet  decline 
a  due  obedience  to  Henry  the  fifth,  though  in  doubtful  times, 
we  cannot  deny,  but  many  refraftory  perfons  have  appeared. 
Howfoever,  we  never  joined  ourfelves  with  the  Englifh  rebels, 
or  took  oceafion  thereby  to  recover  our  liberty,  though  m 
Richard  the  fecond's  time,  and  during  all  the  civil  wars  be- 
**  tvvixt  Lancafter  and  York,  much  occafion  was  given.  For 
**  adhering  to  the  houfe  of  York,  which  we  conceived  the  better 
^*  title,  we  conserved  our  devotion  ftill  to  the  crown,  until  your 
Highnefs's  fathers  time.,  who  (bearing  his  name  and  blobd 
from  us)  was  the  more  chearfully  afSfled  by  our  predeceffors 
in  his  title  to  the  crown,  which  your  Highnefs  doth  prefently 
*/  enjoy.    And  thus,   Sir,   if  we  gave  anciently  proof  of  a 

Y  y  y  2  "  generous 
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■ 

"  generous  courage  in  defending  our  laws  and  country,  we  have 
"  given  no  lefs  proof  of  a  loyal  fidelity  fince  we  firft  rendered 
"  ourfelves.  In  fo  much,  that  we  may  truly  affirm,  that  after 
"  our  acceptance  of  the  condition  given  us  by  Edvvard  the  firft, 
"  we  have  omitted/ no  occafion  of  performing  the  duty  of  loving 
"  fubje6ls.  Neither  is  there  any  thing  that  comforts  us  more> 
'*  than  that  all  thofe  controverfies  about  fucceffion  (which  fo 
"  long  wafted  this  land)  are  determined  in  your  Highnefs's 
*'  perfon,  in  whom  we  acknowledge  both  Houfes  to  be  happily 
"  united. 

**  To  your  Highnefs  therefore  we  offer  all  obedience,  defiring 
"  only  that  we  may  be  defended  againft  the  infults  of  our  malig- 
**  nant  cenfurers :  for  we  are  not  the  offspring  of  the  run-away 
Britons,  (as  they  term  us)  but  natives  of  a  country,  which> 
befides  defending  itfelf,  received  all  thofe  who  came  to  us  for 
"  fuccours.  Give  us  then  (Sir)  permiffion  to  fay,  that  they 
wrong  us  much,  who  pretend  our  country  was  not  inhabited 
before  them,  or  that  it  failed  in  a  due  piety,  when  it  was 
fo  hofpitable  to  all  that  fled  thither  for  refuge  :  which  alfo  will 
be  more  credible,  when  it  fhall  be. remembered,  that  even  our 
higheft  mountains  furnilh  good  beef  and  mutton,  not  only  to 
"  all  the  inhabitants,  but  fupply  England  in  great  quantity. 
We  humbly  befeech  your  Highnefs  therefore,  that  this  note 
may  be  taken  from  us.  As  for  our  language,  though  it  feem 
harfti,  it  is  that  yet  which  was  fpoken  anciently,  not  only  in 
this  ifland,  but  in  France :  fome  dialcfls  whereof  therefore  re- 
"  main  ftill  amongft  the  Bas-Bretons  there,  and  here  in  Corn* 

'*  walk 
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«  wall.    Neither  will  any  man  doubt  it,   when  he  fliall  find 

# 

**  thofe  words  of  the  ancient  Gaulifh  language  repeated  by  the 
**  Latin  authors,  to  fignify  the  fame  thing  amongft  us  at  this 
"  day ;  Nor  fliall  it  be  a  difparagement  (we  hope)  that  it  is 
**  fpoken  fo  much  in  the  throat;  fince  the  Florentine  and  Spaniard 
•*  afFedl  this  kind  of  pronunciation,  as  believing  words  that 
**  found  fo  deep  proceed  from  the  heart.  So  that  if  we  have 
'*  retained  this  language  longer  than  the  more  northern  inhabit 
•'  tants  of  this  ifland  (whofc  fpeech  appears  manifeftly  to  be  a 
"  kind  of  Englifh,  and  confequently  introduced  by  the  Saxons) 
"  we  hope  it  will  be  no  imputation  to  us ;  your  Highnefs  will 
"  "have  but  the  mare  tongues  to  ferve  you  :  it  fliall  not  hinder 
V  us  to  fl:udy  Englifli,  when  it  were  but  to  learn  how  we  might 
**  the  better  ferve  and  obey  your  Highnefs :  to  whofe  laws  we 
**  moft  humbly  defire  again  to  be  adopted;  and  doubt  not, 
'*  but  if  in  all  countries  the  mountains  have  afforded  as  eminent 
"  wits  and  fpirits  as  any  other  part,  ours  alfo,  by  your  High 
"  nefs's  good  favour  and  employment,  may  receive  that  efteem." 

The  king  of  England,  having  confidered  the  loyalty  of  his 
Wtlfli  fubjefls,  and  the  reafonable  nature  of  their  claim,  ordered 
a  fl:atute  to  be  enafted   in  parliament,    which  entirely  united' 
Wales  with  his  Englifli  dominions ;  regarding,  no  doubt,  fuch 
an  union  as  an  objeft  of  found  policy. 

The  (latute  is  to  this  effedl. 

*'  That  as  the  dominion,  principality  and  country  of  Wales 
*•  is  a  member  and  part  of  the  temporal. crown  of  this  realm, 

g  **  whereof 
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^*  whereof  therefore  the  king  is  head  and  ruler ;  yet  as  it  hath 
^\  divers  rights,  ufages,  laws  and  cuftoms  very  different  to  the 
laws  and  cuftoms  of  this  realm,  and  becaufe  the  language  of 
that  country  is  different  from  that  which  is  Ipoken  here,  and 
*'  that  many  rude  people  hereupon  have  made  diflinftion  and 
diverfity  betwixt  his  Highnefs's  other  fubjefts,  and  them,  to 
the  caufing  of  much  difcord  and  fedition ;  his  Highnefs  there- 
*  fore,  out  of  his  love  and  favour  to  his  fubjefts  in  Wales,  and 
for  reducing  them  to  his  laws,  doth  by  advice  and  confent  of 
his  parliament  ordain  and  enaft,  that  Wales  fhall  be  united 
and  incorporated  henceforth  to  and  with  his  realm  of  Eng- 
land ',  and  that  his  fubjeds  in  Wales  fhall  enjoy  and  inherit 
all  fmgular  freedoms,  liberties,  rights,  privileges  and  laws  which 
his  Highnefs's  fubjefls  elfewhere  enjoy  and  inherit.  And 
*'  therefore  that  inheritances  fhall  defcend  after  the  manner  of 
"  England,  without  divifion  or  partition,  and  not  after  any 
"  tenure  or  form  of  Welfh  laws  or  cuftoms.  And  forafmuch 
as  there  are  divers  lordfliips  marchers  within  the  faid  country 
or  dominion  in  Wales,  being  no  parcel  of  any  other  fhires 
where  the  laws  and  due  correftion  is  ufed  and  had,  and  that 
in  them  and  the  countries  adjoining  manifold  murders, 
"  robberies,  felonies,  and  the  like,  have  been  done,  contrary  to 
all  law  and  jufli^e,  becaufe  the  offenders,  making  their  refuge 
from  one  lordfhip  marcher  to  another,  were  continued  without 
punifhment  and  correftion  :  Therefore  it  is  enadled  that  the 
**  faid  lordfhips  marchers  fhall  be  united,  annexed,  and  joined 
"  to  divers  fhires  fpecified  in  the  faid  a6l/' ' 

'  This  account  of  the  abolition  of  lordfhips  marchers,  and  of  the  petition  of  the 
'  Welfli  to  Henry  the  eighth,  has  been  taken  from  lord  Herbert  of  Cherbury,  in  his 
hifiory  of  the  reign  of  that  monarch. 
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This  ftatute  was  put  into  immediate  execution.  The  utility 
of  which  has  been  fully  juftified  by  the  experience  of  nearly 
three  centuries.  During  this  time,  the  genius  of  the  Welfh 
nation  has  taken  a  different  turn,  has  compofed  itfelf  to  rational 
obedience,  and  has  been  directed  to  tho/e  purfuits^  which  tend  to 
pplifti  their  manners,  to  enlarge  their  views,  and  to  cultivate 
their  minds  j  and,  by  confequence,  to  promote  the  happinefs  of 
individuals,  as  well  as  the  befl  interefts  of  the  public. 
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INTRODUCTION    and    PROGRESS 


O   F 


CHRISTIANITY 


I   N 


BRITAIN     AND     IN     CAMBRIA. 


THE  Saxons  having  deftroyed,  with  barbarous  rage,  the 
ancient  monuments  of  the  Britifli  hiftory,  it  is  difficult  to  de- 
termine, at  this  time>  whether  Chriftianity  was  eftabliflied  by  the 
divine  miffion  of  the  apoftles  and  their  firft  difciples,  or  by  the 
pious  labours  of  fucceeding  rtiiffionaries/  This  event,  from  the 
want  of  authentic  records,  forms  a  doubtful  part  of  hiftory.; 
bemg  nearly  loft  in  the  darknefs  of  thofe  times,  and  enveloped 
amidft  the  legendary  fables  of  the  monks.  It  is  however  allowed, 
^,  D^  that  chriftianity  was  introduced  about  the  middle  of  the  firft 
century;  having  been  perhaps  in  fome  degree  favoured  by  an 
edi£l  of  the  emperor  Claudius,  which  had  been  iflued  to  exter- 
minate the  Druidical  religion.*     But  though  the  chriftian  faith 

m 
t 

'  Moflteim's  Ecclefialiical  Hift.        *  Whitaker's  Hift.  Manchefier,  vol.  JI.  p.  187. 

had 
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had  been  thus  early  planted  in  the  ifland,  it  does  not  appear 
to  have  taken  root,  pr  to  have  (pread,  until  the  time  of  Lucius, 
who  is  faid  to  have  reigned  in  Britain  about  the  end  of  the 
fecond  century/     Soon  sifter  the  converfion  of  this  prince  from 
paganifm,  he  ient  amb^i&dors  to.  Eleulherius,  the  biihop  of 
Rome,  to  iblicit  the  afliftance  of  pious  and  learned  men;  by 
whofe  labours  hb  own  faith  might  be  confirmed,  and  chrif* 
tianity  esctended  through  the  nation.    By  the  induftry  and  zeal 
Q^'tbofe  who  in  confequence  were  fctit  by  that  prelate,   the 
Britons  were  in  general  converted  i  and  the  Britifh  church  re- 
ceived at  that  period  a  coniidetable  degree  of  ilrength  and  of ' 
union,  by  being  reduced  into  a  r^ular  eftabliihment/    This    ^/g^* 
prince  is  (aid  \o  havo.  converted-  the  heathen  temples  into  places  * 
of  chriftian  worihip;  and^to  have  divided  the  national  church 
into  three  ecclefiaftical  provinces,  each  of  which  was  a  me^ 
tropolitan  fety  and  the  refidence  of  an  iarchbifliop.     The  firft  fee 
was  fixed  at  London,  arid  contained  •within  its  province  the 
fouth  of  England.    The  fecond  was  fettled  at  Cacr  Lleon  upon 
Ulke  in  Monmouthfhire,  and  held  within  its  jurifdidtion  Cambria^ 
or  Wales.    The  tliird  fee  was  eftabliihed  at  York,  which  ex* 
tended  its  ecclefiaftical  power  over  the  northern  parts  of  the 
ifland.'.    Befides  three  archbifhops,  there  were  twenty-height  fuf- 
fragan  biihops  y  the  whole  being  equal  to  the  number  of  Arch* 

I  Veitigany  in  hU  Epiftle  to  the  EnglUb  Nacioa,  p».a«    Flor*  Wigl^orne.  Mar.  > 
Sabcllicus.  Godwin's  Englifii  Bifliops. 

*  Archbiiliop  Uiher,  cap.  vUi,  4.    Mo&eim,  vol.  h  f.  itu    Godwm'l  Englifli 
BUliops.    Geoffry  Monmouth.  - 

3  Rowland's  Mona  Aatiq^  P*  t4^« 

TiZz  fiamens 
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flanoeiu  aad-Plametis,  who  had  prefided or«r  the Pa§^  hierarchy 

I 

in  Briton.'  At  the  fame  time  that  cbriitianity  acquired  this 
degree  of  regulaiity^  a  £:hool  for  religiow  learning  was  e(la« 
bUihed  at  Bangor^is^Coed  in  Flintihire,  lyhich  aftemanls  became 
the  great  ftminary  of  knowledge  for  the  |)irQvinee  0f  Cambria/ 


z' 


To  decide  upon  the  credit  which  is  ddw  ta  thi»  l^vA  is  a 
difficult  point  to  the  hiftocMn,  siaoy  learned  wrifiers  having 
held  ^ikt&A  opinions  with  r6ip«£t  ta  the  r^l  ejd0;eace  of 
Lugiust  on  the  autbent&cii^  of  which  is  founded  di^  fiadxic 
of  the  early  Britiih  church.  The  evidimco  of  TertuUian  and 
Origen,  who  lived  ahojiit. the  fefond  century^  and  of  St.  ChryioiV 
tqme  anil  other  £atii|srs  of  a  later  period>.  he^r  te(timoriy  to 
the  early  intipdpflion  of,  chriftUni^  intO:  t|ie  iflvK^  as  well  aa 
to  the  falutary  effects  which  it  had  produped  upon  the  mannera 
of  the  Britons.'  The.  Bdtiih.  t^ihops  s^ip.appe^:  to  have  at^ 
tained  a  degree  of  prercamtoencys  in  the^  public  councils  of  the 
churchy  on  account  of  thsr  chriftian  faitb  having  been  earlier 
ei^bUihed  in  Britain  thftu  in  any  of  the  weftern  parts  of 
Europe/ 


The  flames  of  periecndon,,  which  under  ieveral  emperc^a 
had  raged  in  various  parts  of  the  Roman,  empire^  had  not  ex- 
tended into  Britain  before  the  reign  of  Dioclefian;  and  from 
the  firft  eftabEfhment  of  the  church  under  Lucius  to  this 

*-  Qodwin's  EngKih  btfhopi,.  p.  157*    Geofiy  Monnoutk.    Specd^s  Chrcn.  p.  79^ 
*  Howland't  Moxu,  p.  x43*  '  Speed^t  Chron.  p.  769  77. 

4:.RoiHa&d*t  Hoxui  p.  138.. 

period^ 
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period,  it^'d^ic^^  :aii  w^verfal  thuqaUfity/  Put  the  rapid 
progreA  of  ^Hdlaflky  ftkrdsed  tlie  hddthen  pr isfts  j  Who  were 
afraid  left  their  power,  together  with  Polytbetfmy  would  fink 
under  that  a&oidency  -winch  the  netv  reUgi<m  w^s  acquiring 
ov<dr  the  inind^  of  meHi  I^deneed  By  thefe  mtftives,  tbejr 
^fiailed  t&e  fe^rs  of  Dibekfidtf  wkll  «nJ4]eft  ilce<ir{ltk)b»  a^in^ 
th<i  chriiiiam;  iinfpofihg  on  hifn;  fi£tifia«M  oraclei,  iiid  other 
lhfidk>is»  artsf  whieh  .iA#u^cie-  the  tin^  and  ^erjftitioiis.* 
Afiier  fbme  refidahee,  the  zeal  oi  thijf  pfiiu^eWas  iriflam6d  by  aA 
iAtcl«A«d  prieiUiood,  atnl  a  cr&el  porftdttdok  elMbed  j  which 
was  of  fb  long  continuance,  that  it  had  hearty  ptoved  fatal  t6 
the  chriftian  caufe.'  The  church  of  Britain  fliared  in  the  general 
calafiufy;  for,  during  its  progrefe,?  the  'fifdxfd  ^«difit$^  wei%  de- 
i!ioy<sd,  the  pnefts,  w«#e  me^^KxtAf  and  the  po6pie  weredth^ 
fctHed,  or  obliged'  fo  ab$«lf6  fhdr  religion.  The  firft  perfon 
who  fealed  with  martyrdom  his  iiaith  in  the  religion  of  Chrift, 
was  Alban,  of  the  dty  Verulamium,'  Who  wias  behead^  upon 
the  fite  of  the  pTefent  town  of  St.  Albah'sj*'  and  at  the  famb 
time,  and  near  the  fame  place,  fuflbred  Amphibalus,-  who  had 
converted  •  that  father  to  «hriftranity.*  ^The  next  iftattyrs  of 
eminence  were  Aaron  and  Jcffius",^  wh6  Were  put  to  deiath  at 


.  '-     '  * 


"  Godwin's  EnglUhBifliops,  I. 57,'   Speed's  Chron.  p.  79, 
*  Moiheim's  Ecclef.  Hiu,  vol.  L  p»  256.    Godwin's  £ng.  Biihops,  p«  1^7, 

s  Moiheim's  Ecclef.  Hifi.  vol.  I.  p^i^S. 
*  In  honour  of  this  Saint,  Offa'kiA^  dJ^t&d^Bferciks;  built' the  montltiy  o/St. 
Ethan's. 

5  Speed's  Chron.  p.  79.  from  BeHe.    Godwin's  Biihopsi  p«  257.    Carte,  vol.  L 

j>.  136,  .  - 

-  Zzz  2  Caet 


A.  D. 

284. 
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Caer  Lleon  upon'  Uikes  and;  at  Lritciifiel4  a  jthou^Hidxhiiftiin^ 
are  faid  to  have  f;^len  the  victims  of  this  cruel  perfectiibon.* 

■  • 

•  ■  f 

So  kte  as  about  this  period  tho  druidical  rt^fffM .tpnMUfici' 
in  Scotland,  apd  in  the.  adjacent  iilands } .  |>ut.  Cntyhjfithf^  a; 
king  of  ^t  country;  opit  of .  zeal  for  chrii(tiamty,  b^^  hj? 
mgji  by  the  expulfion  of  the  Druids ;  and  having  driven  then^ 
out  of  the  Ifib  cif  Man,*  wihich  .wa«  the  pcefidei^cy  of  the  Ori((!r^ 
and  apart  of  bis.domkuopls,.  hfi  ^reded.the^  4  ft^tdy  (;hurc)i» 
to  the  honour,  of ^  Chrift,,  which ,  he  qan^ed  Sodaret^  Fanta%.,  or 
our  Saviour's  Church/ 

I 

.    THg^e.K'.th^fiinitJttioit  of  the  Brijti(k..(hurch«  duiing  thr 

■Jate:  pe^le^lioni  was  ttuly  ^ikinttpiis,  .he^  fuffining^  wece.aUet' 

^  oP*  via^ed  hy  the  fhprtnc^  of  thoi'  duration  j .  for  Caraufius»  and  after 

|»      him  Alledus,^  when  jth^  uiurped  the  fbvereignty  of,  the  ifland, 

had  too  much  poUcy  to  ircitate  their  fub|e£ts,  by  urging  the  fury 

of  the  Impeiial  edidis.    And  when.  Confhntius  prefided  oyer 

Gaul  and  Britain  in  the  quality  of  Caeiar^  he  had  delertcd  the 

i;eligion  of  his .  anceftors ;.  and  he  pr^ervcd  in  fafety  the  pcof- 

tin^es  under  his.own  govequnont^  amidA   the  violence   of 

thofe  ftorms  v^hich  defolated  the  other  parts  of  the  chriftiaa 

world/    Afterwards  when  that  prmce  had  fucceeded   to  the 

%  Ginddus  Canriircafii  Iten»  lilul*  ^q*  V.    GtaSrj  MoxiipQUth*  .  Bc4e«    Caite^ 
W^I«  pt  136* 

•OtJIAtu 

,.  .  r  1  •  ' 

*  Rowland,  p..xo8.  «  Carte,  vol  I^^p.ije,  146.. 
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l^rpk  as  Emperor  of  the.W^fl:,  <he  paflcd  the  fmall  rcimaiilder  a.  d. 
of  his<}ays  in  Britain ;  and  befides^the  zeat  which  was  natural 
to  a.  convert,  he  had  an  additional  motive  for  fhemng  favour 
to  the  church,  by  having  married  in  his  youth,  Helena,  wh» 
*vas  ^  ehriif&n  princefs  of  the  ifland/  But  under  the  aujpices 
^of  Cbuftantine  tire  Greats,  whofe  elevated  quaHties  had  feated  htm 
"Without  a  rival  on  the  Imperial  ^throne,  chriftianity  became 
the  eftabliflied  religion  of  the  empire/  A  lumdnpus  appearance 
of  a  crofi  feen  in  the  air  at  noon  day  by  Conftantine,  as  he 
was  marching  towards  Rome  to  attack  Maxentius,  with  the 
ififeription  upon  it  of  Hoc  figoo  Vimes^  is  attefted  by  an  ancient 
writer'  as  the  caufe  of  this  prince's  converiion/  But  whether  a.  Di 
this  event  was  owing  to  inch  an  interpofitioa  of  heaven,  or  to 
ithe  iame  appearaxice  being  exhibited  in  a  dream^  or  to  motives 
of  human  policy,  muft  be  left  at .  this  day,  amidft  a  variety 
of  opinions^  doubtful  and  undedded. 

*  » 

The  ipirit  of  pcrfecution  having  ceafed,  and  Paganifm  having 
.funk  under  the  influence  of  the  mild  or  decifive  qualities  of  thefc 
emperors^  though  under  the  direftion  of  a  higher  and  fujperior 
influence,  the  Britifh  church  began  to  attain  fome  degree  of 
liability  and  eminence  i.  the  places  of  divine  worlhip,  which  had 
been  demoliihed  in  the  late  troubles,  were  rebuilt :  and  new 
ones  were  ere6^ed  to  the  honour  of  thofe  martyrs  who  had 
fufiered  in  the  chrifdaa  cai^fe.  < 

I  • 

'  I  •  .  •  • 

A  Carte,  toLI.  p»x4t*    Specd^s  Chfon.  p.  156.    Verflegan,  in  his  EpiAlc  to  tlje 

•  •  •  •    .   .  ■ 

l^liik Natjon»  p. 4-  .,   ^ 

*  Moflieim^  Tot.  I.  p.  262,  266.  '  Eufebius*. 

^k^Moflieimi,  vol.  !•  p«  263,  2641  2661  s  Speed's  Cbron^  p.  79. 

Con- 


« 


• ' 
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CoifSTANTiNB  the  Gfei»4  ^iRviiig  ftfl^od  th«  fiiproitie  di- 
ie6tian  of  the  Catholic  or  ufuverftl  icliiircb.  fippqiiited  ^,0^^ 
of  importance,  and  whato^er  related  to  the  general  inte^iib  d 
cfihiiitianity,  tp  be  decided  |n  public  Coumih  j  which  were  to  he 

cornpo^  of  delegates  from  the  di^ent  ^hbrches  iA  the  vbs^ 

A-  D-  :Plre.'    The  ficft  aCembly  of  this  }imA  w^^  %t  Arises  3  ta  whkh 

314. 

fynod  the  Biitifli  b^ho|i8  in  common  with  the  other  depotifls 
were  coi^viencd,  to  examine  iqto  and ,  to  decide  xxfgAi  the  a^ik 
of  the  Domdils.*  The&  prelates  are  fiippofcd  toehavt  beea  ^ 
archbi&ops  of  London^  York  and  Caer  Lkoo.'  The  do^ne 
of  Arius  having  made  gseat  progrefa  in  the  chwcb,  and  occtt- 
iloned  great  difijuietudes  among  the  chiiftians,  the  council  of 

A.  D.  Nice  was  aflembkd  to  determine  upon  that  cddnsted  coiMtgn 
vofy ;  in  which  the  Britifh  deputies  affiAed»  and  ggave  ^gntait 

A.  D.  againft  the  Arian  opinions/  A  few  years  after  they  were  &LVBh- 
moned  to  the  fecond  council  of  Arles^  to  give  their  fiiffivgoe 
to  reinftate  Arius  .and  his  followers  in  the  privileges  and  com* 

A.  D.   munion  of  the  church.*    Soon  after  this  event  died  Confbii)tine 

t 

the  Great*    His  fon  Conftantius  fucceeded  to  a  great  pait  of  the 

empire,  and  to  his  predile6jtion  for  the  Arian  opinions.^    During; 

A.  D.   ;thc  reign  of  this  prince  a  council  was  held  at  Ariminiiqi.  in 

^  '  ■ .     \  ;>•••' 

*  Mofheinif  vol.  I.  p.  28i«  *  Carte,  toL  L  p.  282. 

•  Rapiny  VoU  I.  p.  29*  ■  • 

4  Mbiheim,  voh  I.  p.  336.    Speed,  p.  79^-  R4ipiA,  toU  I.  pt  jg^ 

i  A  council  was  held  at  Tyrt^  in  the  fame  year,  for  the  above  purpofe  of  refioriag 

Ariia.   Moflieim.    Speed,  p.8o« 

^   *  Molheimi  rolt  L  p«  340* 

favour 
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fanmr  of  that  /<S?>  where  we  find  that  the  Britifli  KfJiops  * 
iiad  the  &iiine&  to  ghie  the'rr  faffrages  againft  the  Imperial 


Ui 


From  the  decline  of  the  Roman  poWer  to  the  filial  eftabUfh- 
nent  of  the  Saacoiis  on  die  ]flani!>  the  Britifh  church  exhibited 
a  icene  of  defblation.  The  u^urpati^  of  IVfaxunus  atid  other 
fimilar  events ;  the  precarious  audiority  of  the  Roman  edi£ls> 
ihetr  troops*  having  been  gradually  withdrawn  out  of  the  ifland  j^ 
the  devaftation  occafioned  by  the  ftfts  and  Scots,  with  the 
fierce  contefts  between  the  Britons  ^d  the  Saxoils^  had  conijpired 
to  render  the  ftate  of  chriftianity  deplordbleJ  In  the  courfe 
of  this  period  the  Britifh  churches  were  demoiiihed ;  immenie 
numbers  of  chriftians  were  put  to  death  by  the  Saxons,,  who 
ftill  adheced  to  the  Pagan  theology ;  the  body  of  the  people  were 
funk  into  a  ftate  of  ignorance  for  want  of  proper  culture  ^  a 
remifihefs  of  difcipline  prevailed,  and  a  general  profligacy  wa» 
introduced  among  the  clergy.^  « 


PuRiNG  this  fcsSon  of  eonfufiott  the  opinions  of  Pelaglus 

« 

had  taken  root,  and  had  made  confiderable  advances  in  the 
Britifh  •  church.    This  perfbn  was  a  native  of  the  iiland,  and 

■  Tli€  Britifli  prelates,  wkh  thofe  of  France,  traYcllcd  at  their  own  expence,. 
^ying  rcfufed  the  offer  made  to  them  by  .the  emperor  of  payttig  the  charges  of  their 
journey. 

^  Speed's  ChiiOR.  p.  79*    Du  Pio,.  toL  I,  p»  z6y 
*  Bede'k  £celef^Hift.  lab.  I.  cap..  14.  p.  52. 
^  Meflieiafs  EceMV  Hift»  toI».L  p»  362.     Raptn,  vcX.  I.  p»  tg>     Ckrte,  to1«  L 
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had  been  educated  in  the  monaftery  of  Bangor  about  the  middle 
of*  the  fourth  century/  The  Britifh  clergy  being  alarmed  ^t 
the  growth  of  his  doflrines,  and  unable,  perhaps,  for  want  of 
learning,  to  withftand  their  force  or  fubtilty,  implo/ed  the 
afliftance  of  the  Gallican  church ;  who  deputed  St.  Germain  die 
bifhop  of  Auxerre,  with  Li^us  the  bijSiop  of  Troyes,  to  come- 
over  into  Britain,  and  to  pi^event^  if  poflible^  thdr  farther  pro-* 
A.  D.  grefs/  .A  folemn  conference  being  held  at  Verulamium,  be-- 
tween  the  eftablifhed  clergy  and  the  Pelagians;  the  learned 
biihops,  are  faid,  to  have  defended  the  caufe  of  their  miffion 
with  fuch  ability,  as  to  convert  many  of  thofe  fe£laries  from  the 
fuppofed  error  of  their  opinions/ 

Though  the  feeds  of  chrlflianity  had  been  ibwed  in  Ireland 
by  Palladius  and  a  fellow  miifionary,  they  afterwards  arrived 
at  maturity  under  the. long  and  pious  labors  of  St.  Patrick; 
who  having  converted  the  Iriih  to  the  chriftian  faith,  prefided 
over  their  church  for  more  than  half  a  century.* 


4^^* 
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The  opinions  of  Pelagius  ftiU  prevailing  after  the  return  of 
the  miffionaries,  a  counciJ  of  Gallican  biihops  deputed  St.  Ger- 
A.  D.  main  to  come  over  a  fecond  time  into  Britain ;  who,  defpairing 
of  conquering  the  evil  by  mildnefs  or  conviction,  made  ufe  of 
a  more  compulfbry  argument ;  and  put  in  force  the  edidl  of 
Valentinian,  wbich  had  ordained  the  penalty  of  banifhment  to 

I  Ra|dn,  vol.  I.  p.  19.    Rowland,  p«.i83. 
^ pco& Monmoutlu    Rapia,  vol.  I.  p.^9*        'Ibid.     .  ^  R«piB,  vqLI.  p;'43. 
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hercticks  who  could  not  be  reclaimed.'  The  zeal  of  the  Britifh 
clergy  in  this  early  period  of  chriftianity,  indicates,  in  fomc  de- 
gree, a  deficiency  in  liberal  and  enlarged  (entiments. 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  the  Britifli  church  when  St.  Germain 
came  upon  his  fecond  miffion.  Regarding  ignorance  as  the 
£:>urce  of  herefy  and  of  the  general  depravity  of  manners,  he 
inftituted  feminaries  of  learning  s  particularly  for  the  uie  of  thoie 
perfons  who  were  intended  for  holy  orders.^  But  the  reformation 
of  Cambria  appears  to  have  been  the  obje^  of  his  peculiar  at« 
tention,  where  he  principally  reiided  during  his  abode  in  Britain; 
the  inhabitants  of  that  mountainous  region  being  not  yet  entirely 
emerged  out  of  a  ftate  of  idolatiyJ 

To  remedy  thefe  evils,  and  to  render  permanent  this  work  of 
converfion  ;  with  an  extenfion  of  liberal  policy  equal  to  his  zeal, 
St.  Germain  inftituted  many  fchools  and  colleges  for  the  inftruc- 
tion  of  youth,  and  for  a  regular  fupply  of  learned  men  in  the 
miniftry  of  the  church.  In  thefe  feminaries  were  educated  many 
illuftrious  perfons,  who  afterwards  fuftained  the  caufe  of  chrifti- 
anity in  the  moft  difficult  and  perilous  feafons/ 

w 

*The  two  moft  eminent  of  thefe  fchools  were  eftabliflied  at 
Henllan  and  Mochros,  places  fituated  on  the  banks  of  the  Wye, 
in  South  Wales,  under  the  immediate  direction  of  Dubricius ; 
who  became  afterwards  fo  very  famous  for  his  learning  and 

'  Rapin,  vol.  !•  p.  29,  *  Rapin,  vol.  I,  p.  43.     Carte,  vol.  I.  p.iS^. 

J  Carte,  vol.  I.  p.  185.  ♦  Rapin,  vol.  I.  p.  43.     Carte,  vol,  I.  p.  185. 

4  A  piety. 
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piety,  that  he  ufually  had  under  his  tuition  a  thoufand  fcholars, 
who  reforted  to  him  from  every  part  of  the  ifland/  Another 
.  perfon  of  eminence,  called  Iltutus/  was  ordained  prcfbyter  by 
St.  Germain ;  and  he  likewife  was  placed  at  the  head  of  feveral 
fchools  which  were  in  great  repute,  and  filled  with  the  fons  of 
the  Britifh  nobility.  Ampng  the  number  of  his  difciples  was  the 
famous  Gildas '  the  hiftorian,  and  Daniel,  afterwards  bifliop  of 

» 

Bangor/  Paulinus,^  another  difciple  of  St.  Germain,  fettled  a 
fchool  at  Whiteland*  in  Caermarthenfhire ;  under  whom  ftudied 
for  ten  years  the  celebrated  St.  David/  Another  fchool  was  like- 
wife  eftablifhed  at  Llancarvan  near  Cowbridgc.^  Thefe  feminaries,, 
with  the  improvement  of  the  great  monaftery  of  Bangor  in  Flint- 
Ihire,  are  monuments  of  the  pious  labours  of  St,  Germain,  during 
his  abode  in  Cambria,  and  on  his  fecond  miffion  into  Britain. 

It  has  been  already  obferved,  that  a  metropolitan  fee  had  been 
eftablifhed  many  years  at  Caer  Lleon  upon  Ufke  in  Monmouth- 
fliire.  At  this  period  St.  Germain  confecrated  Dubricius-f-  to 
the  fee  of  LlandafF;  but  he  was  foon  after  appointed  archbifhop 
of  Caer  Lleon,  and  primate  of  all  Wales/  This  father  of  the 
Cambrian  church,  was  a  perlbn  of  eminent  learning  and  integrity; 
and  diftinguifhed  himfelf  againft  the  Pelagian  do6lrines,  in  a 

•  Carte,  vol.  I.  p.  iSj.   '  *  EllfyJ. 

^  Son  of  Caw^  a  northern  Briton,  who  having  loft  Vi%  territory  entered  into  a  re* 
ligious  life.  ^  Carte,,  vol.1*  p.  186. 

5  His  original  name  was  Rhun.     He  was-  fon,  of  Urien  Reged^  a  prince  of  adiftrift 
in  the  north  of  England.  *  Ty  Givjn  ar  Daf. 

•  Carte,  vol.  I.  p.  186.  7  Ibid.  +  Bufrig. 

<  Rapin,  vol.  I.  p.  43*  Godwin's  £ng«BilhopS)  p.4i3. 
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fynod  which  he  held  at  Brevi*  in  Caerdiganftiire.'  After  having 
lived  to  crown  Uthur  Pendragon,  and  the  great  Arthur,  re- 
ipedlively  kings  of  Britain,  he  refigned  to  St.  David  the  primacy 
of  Wales ;  and  retired  to  the  ifland  of  Bardfey ;-}-  where  he  died, 
having  refided  in  that  place  many  years  as  a  religious  reclufe.^ " 

The  manner  of  endowing  the  fee  of  LlandafF  with  land  when 
it  was  firft  founded,  marks  the  degree  of  freedom  which  pre- 
vailed in  thpie  early  times.  This  land  was  given  to  Dubricius 
by  Meiric  the  firft,  a  prince  of  Glamorganfhire>  in  a  general 
council  of  his  nation ;  and  with  the  confent  of  the  nobility,  the 
clergy,  and  laity ;  the  iame  mode  of  procedure  prevailing  in  every 
grant  which  was  made  to  the  church,  down  to  the  Norman 
conquefl:.' 

There  was  fomething  diftinguifhing  in  the  birth,  and  in  the 
perfonal  qualities  of  David,  the  national  £unt  of  Wales,  and  the 
brighteft  ornament  of  its  church.  This  celebrated  perfon  was 
uncle  to  king  Arthur,  and  was  the  fon  of  a  prince  of  that 
country. J  He  was  tall  of  ftature,  and  of  a  comely  perlbnage ; 
was  a  man  of  learning  and  eloquence,  and  of  great  aufterity  in  his 
life  and  manners.*  By  the  induftry  and  zeal  of  St.  David,  the 
opinions  of  Pelagius  were  eradicated,  and  the  moft  eminent  pro- 
feffors  of  his  dodtrines  were  converted  to  the  orthodox  faith.  * 

*  Llanddewi  Brefi.  '  Rapin,  vol.T.  p.  43.  Godwin's  Eng.  Bifliops,  p«  413. 

f  Or  the  Bards  Ifle«  on  the  coaft  of  Caernarvonlhire. 

*  Godwin's  Eng.  Bifliops,  p.  413.  Rapin,  yqI.  I.  p.  43,         '  Carte,  vol.  I.  p.  x86. 
X  Dewi  Sant  fib  CeJig  ab  Caredig  ah  Cynedda  Wltdig.     Bonedd  y  Saint,  a  very 

ancient  Britifli  MS.  ^  Godwin's  Eng.  Biihops,  p.  414.  ^  Ibid. 

4  A  2  With 
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With  the  confent  of  king  Arthur,  he  rempved  the  metropolitan 
fee  from  Caer  Lleon  to  Mene\'ia;*  which  place  ever  fince  has  been 
called  Ty  Dewi  by  the  Welfli,  and  St.  David  by  the  Englifti. 
The  noify  intercourfe  of  a  populous  city  like  Caer  Lleon,  being 
ill  adapted  for  contemplation,  was  not  fuited  to  his  folitary  cafl: 
of  mind,  and  rigid  fentiments  of  piety ;  and  on  that  account  he 
removed  the  fee  to  Menevia,  as  to  a  more  fequeftered  fituation.* 
After  being  feated  in  the  fee  of  St.  David  fixty-five  years,  and  hav- 
ing  built  twelve  monafteriesj  after  having  been  exemplary  in  the 
piety  of  thofe  days,  this  holy  perfon  died  at  a  moft  advanced 
pdriod  of  human  life ;  having  attained,  as  it  is  faid,  to  the  age 
of  one  hundred  and  forty-fix  years.  He  was  buried  in  the  ca- 
thedral church  of  St.  David ;  and  many  hundred  years  after 
was  canonized  by  Pope  Califtus  the  fecond.*  The  fuppofed 
power  of  working  miracles,  which  a  fuperftitious  age  had  afcribed 
to  St.  David,  was  probably  owing  to  the  great  length  and  to  the 
extraordinary  fanftity  of  his  life.  After  his  death  no  memorable 
tranfaftion  occurred  for  many  years  in  the  archiepifcopal  fee  of 
St.  David.  In  the  time  of  Sampfon,  who  was  the  twenty-fixth 
bifliop  in  fucceflion,  there  were  kwtn  fufFragan  biftiops,  who 
belonged  to  that  fee,  and  were  fubjeft  to  his  authority;  namely^ 
thofe  of  Exeter,  Bath,  Hereford,  Llandaff,  Bangor,  St.  Afaph> 
and  Femes  in  Ireland.'  This  bifhop  having  fled  into  Britany 
on  account  of  a  contagious  diftemper  which  raged  in  his  own 
country,  he  carried  with  him  the  archiepifcopal  pall  of  St. David; 
and  from  this  circumftance,  or  from  their  poveity  or  negligence^ 


*  Hen  Fynyvj.  "  Godwin's  Eng.  Bifliops,  p.  414.  *  Ibid. 

^  Godwin,  p.  417.   Giraldus.    Humfrcy  Lhuyd*s  Breviary,  p.  76,  77. 
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the  title  of  archbilhop  was  loft  ever  after  to  the  fucceflbrs  of  Samp- 
{on.  But  they  long  retamed,  beyond  this  period,  that  authority 
which  had  been  ufually  annexed  to  the  archiepifcopal  dignity ; 
and  they  acknowledged  no  dependency  on  the  fee  of  Canterbury, 
:imtil  the  time  of  king  Henry  the  firft^' 

It  is  reported  of  Morgeneu,  the  thirty-third  bifhop  of  St. 
David,  that  having  prefumed  to  cat  flefh'contrary  to  the  auftere 
habits  of  the  primitive  fathers,  he  was  afterwards  murdered  by 
piiratesj  and  this  was  regarded  by  the  fuperftitious  Giraldus  as 
the  punifhment  of  heaven  for  fo  heinous  an  offence.* 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  the  firft,  the  fee  of  St.  David  fell  under 
the  jurifdiftion  of  Canterbury  -,  the  archbifhop  having  confecrated 
to  this  fee  one  Barnard,  a  Norman,  and  chaplain  to  Henry  the 
firft,  without  the  confent  of  the  clergy  of  Wales  -,  in  whom  had 
uniformly  remained  the  power  of  elefting  their  bifliops.'  The 
biftiopric  of  St.  David  was  valued  in  the  exchequer  at  jC4^6  :  2  :  i> 
and  in  the  Pope's  books  at  1500  ducats.* 

There  is  no  mention  of  any  bifhop  of  Llandaff  preceding 
the  time  of  Dubricius  ;  who  was  confecrated  to  that  fee  by  St. 
Germain/  But  that  prelate  was  foon  fucceeded  by  St.  Teilaw ; 
he  himfelf  being  tranflated  to  the  fee  of  St.  David.  St.  Teilaw, 
the  fecond  bifhop,  was  a  perfon  of  noble  birth,  and  was  educated 

«  Godwin,  p.  41 7.   Giraldus.   Humfrcy  Lhuyd's  Breviary,  p.  76,  77.  *  Ibid. 

J  Welfh  Chron.  p.  175.     Godwin V  Eng.  Bifliops,  p.  418,422.         4  Ibid.  p.  423* 

f  Godwin's  Eng.  Bifliops^  p.  423, 
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in  one  of  thole  feminaries  which  had  been  inftituted  by  St.  Ger^ 
main  ;  he  was  ilain  by  a  nobleman  in  his  own  cathedral,  where 
he  was  buried  3 '  and  which  church,  after  him,  took  the  name 
of  Llan  Deilaw.'  The  dependency  of  this  fee  on  the  archbifhop 
of  Canterbury  is  implied,  by  St.  Dunftan's  having  CQnfecrated 
Godwinus  bifhop  thereof  about  the  year  nine  hundred  and  eighty- 
two/  This  bifhopric  was  valued  in  the  exchequer  at  jC^  54  •  H  •  ^» 
and  paid  to  the  Pope  for  firil-fruits  700  ducats.^ 

j^.  j)^       About  this  period  a  prpvincial  council  was  held  in  Britain 
^^^'     for  the  reformation  of  religion,  and  for  repairing  the  ruined 

churches ;  both  of  which  the  marriage  of  Vortigern  with  a  pagan 

princefs  had  contributed  to  bring  into  decay/ 

At  this  time,  the  eftablifliment  of  the  gofpel  among  the  Rds 
A.  D.    and  Scots  was  confiderably  advanced,  by  the  zeal  and  pious  la* 
hours  of  St.  Columba,  an  Irifh  monk.* 

Daniel,  the  fon  of  Dynothus*  the  laft  abbot  of  Bangor  in 
Flintfliire,  having  founded  a  fchool  in  Caernarvonftiire  for  the 
inftruftion  of  youth,  gave  to  that  place  the  name  of  Bangor  ,^ 
which  fome  time  after  was  erected  into  a  bifhopric,  and  was  en- 
dowed with  lands  and  franchifes  by  Maelgwyn  Gwyncdd  the 
king  of  North  Wales.^  Daniel  was  confecrated  to  that  fee  by 
Dubricius  the  archbifhop  of  St.  David.* 

'  Godwin's  Englifli  Bifhops,  p*  423.  *  Ibid.  p*425.  '  Ibid.  p.  429. 

♦  Ibid,  p.  429.  5  Moflieim's  Eccl.  Hlft.  vol.  I.  p.  430,  *  DiacetL 

*  Rowland's  Mon  Ant.  p,  184.  7  Ibid.  p.  xSy,  *  Ibid.  p.  184, 

9  St. 
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St.  Kentigern*  abbot  of  Glalgow,  and  fbn  to  a  princefs 
of  the  Pidls,  having  been  obliged  to  quit  Scotland,  obtained 
licence  to  build  a  college  at  Llan  Elwy  in  Flintftiire;'  at  which 
place  he  inftituted  a  bifhop's  fee ;  and  on  his  return  into  his 
own  country,  he  appointed  Afaph,  his  difciple,  to  fucceed  him  t  A.  D* 
who  gave  his  name  to  the  prefeftt  fee  of  St.  Afaph.* 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  clergy,  in  thefe  early  times,  had 
any  diftinft  cures  or  parijhes  where  they  refided ;  but  they  lived, 
together  with  their  bifhops,  on  the  emoluments  of  the  church, 
in  collegiate  bodies ;  in  the  fame  manner  as  at  the  great  monaftery 
of  Bangor.  In  thefe  colleges,  the  clergy  were  habituated  to  the 
exerciles  of  reading  and  prayer  >  and  were  obliged  to  perform  the 
offices  of  their  funftion  in  thofe  diftrifls  to  which  they  were  allotted 
by  their  bifhopsJ  But  during  this  period  we  do  not  find  that 
there  were  many  churches  in  the  ifland ;  the  places  appointed  for 
divine  worfhip  were  chiefly  a  few  fcattered  cloiflers  and  oratories ; 

» 

where  the  minifter  of  the  diftridl:  came  at  ftated  times  to  read,, 
and  to  preach  the  word  of  God,  and  to  adminifter  the  facra- 
ments  to  the  people.*  It  is  probable  likewife  that  the  nobility 
had  chapels  joined  to  their  manfions,  for  the  benefit  of  their  own 
families  and  their  furrounding  dependents.^ 

The  church  of  Cambria  had  hitherto  preferved  her  indepen- 
dency on  Rome/  and  though  the  fpirit  of  innovation  had  been    ' 

•  Cyndeyrn  Garthwys*  ■  Godwin's  Eng.  Bifhops,  p.  542.  Rapi^,  vol.  I.  p.  43. 

*  Camden's  Britannia.  ^  Rowland's  Mon  Ant.  p.  143.  ^  Ibid. 

5  Ibid,  p,  144.  *  Ibid.  p.  149,    .  ^ 

longer 
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longer  oppofed  by  the  Britt^  than  it  had  been  by  the  EngltJB 
clergy,  yet  in  the  end,  the  Romifh  fuperftitions  prevailed.  There 
was  one  injunftion,  however,  the  celibacy  of  the  clergy,  which 
was  refifled  with  a  fuccefsfiil  and  an  uniform  firmnefs;'  as  a 
fource*  of  profligacy,  as  innovating  on  the  rights  of  nature,  and 
as  violating  the  deareft  interefts  of  humanity. 


IT  has  been  already  obferved,  that  the  Saxons,  during  their 

conteft  with  the  Britons,  and  for  fome  time  after  they  had  efta- 

4  blifhed  their  dominion,    adhered  to  the  religion  of  their  an- 

ceftors  J  and  that  chriftianity  prevailed  in  very  few  places,  except 

in  thofe  which  ftill  remained  unfubdued  by  that  fierce  people. 

During  the  reign  of  Ethclbert,  the  converfion  of  the  Saxons 
was  undertaken  at  the  inftigation  of  Gregory  the  biftiop  of 
Rome,  by  St.  Auftin  or  Auguftine.*  The  fupreme  authority 
over  the  Britifh  church  having  been  given  to  St.  Auftin  by 
Gregorys  and  having  received  at  his  hand  the  Pall,^  as  the 
enfign  of  his  patriarchal  dignity;  that  miflionary  refolved  to  make 
an  experiment  of  its  virtue,  by  attempting  to  exert  a  controuling 
power  over  the  bifhops  in  Cambria.*  There  was  a  difference  fub- 

*  Rowland's  Mon.  Ant.  p.  149.  *  Verflcgan,  chap.  v.   p.  142. 

3  The  Pall  was  a  rich  robe  of  flate,  very  magnificent,  and  hanging  down  to  the 
ground ;  it  was  a  part  of  the  imperial  habit,  and  allowed  to  the  biiliop  of  Rome  by 
the  favour  of  one  of  the  Roman  emperors.  The  Fall  was  ufually  given  to  the  patriarchs 
when  that  fyftem  of  government  firft  took  place  in  the  church. 

^  Carte,  vol.1,  p.  223,  224.   GcofiVy  Monmouth.   Godwin's  £ng.  Bidiops,  p.  6. 
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iiftin^  at  this  time  between  the  Cambrian  church  and  that  of 
Rome ;  in  the  obfervance  of  the  facrament  of  baptifm,  and  of 
the  ceremony  of  l^eeping  Eafter.    To  produce  an  uniformity 
in  worihip,  and  to  eftablifh  his  own  fapremacy,  St.  Auftin  ob« 
tsdned  a  meeting  with  fome  of  the  Britiih  clergy  at  Auft-Cliffe 
in  Gloucefterfhire/    But  not  bdng  impowered  to  concede  to 
bis  demands,  or  remaining  unconvinced  by  his  arguments,  the 
clergy  referred  the  decifion  of  the  points  in  diipute'  to  another 
more  general  conference/    To  this  afiembly,  which  loon  after 
enfued,  were  convened  feven  Britiih  biihops,  and  many  learned 
men  frcHn  the  monaftery  of  Bangor.    St.  Auftin  likevi^ife  ap- 
peared there,  in  all  the  pomp  of  fpiritual  infolence  and  pride ; 
being  ufliered  into  the  aflembly  by  a  iing^g  proceflion,  and 
with  his  banner  and  his  crofs  6i£pbjedJ  .  The  Britifh  deputies^ 
before  they  came  to  the  ailiembly,  had  confiilted  an  anchorite', 
whether  they  Ihould  fubmit  to  the  fpiritual  dire£tion  of  St. 
Auftin,  ov  ftiould  preferve  their  native  independency.    This  holy 
perfon  adviied  them,  if  St.  Auftin  fcdlowed  the  example  of  his 
Majier^  and  condu£ted  himfelf  by  a  meek  and  huisble  ipirlt; 
that  they  fhould  obferve  his  rules,  and  fubmit  to  his  authority ; 
but  if  he  demeaned  himfelf  with  haughtinefs,  and  deipi/ed  dieir 
modeft  appearance,  that  they  fhould  then  (hew  an  equal  difdain 
for  him  and  his  councils.^    Agreeably  to  this  advice,  the  deputies 


*'  Verfiegan,  chftp.v.  p.  142*.  *  Verftegan,  chftp.  ▼•  p.  X41V 

V  Carte^  toU  I..  p«  223,  224.    GeoSiry.  Monmouth.    Oodwia\  Engriflf  BUhopi^ 

p.  6. 
^  Archbiihop  Uflier,  cap..  III.    Godwim*i  Eog.  Biflu>ps,^p.  5,^     Geoff.  Mon*- 

mouth.  .  Vj,        , 
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<w2ated  until  St.  Auftiii  hod  taken  hisiibtt  :in'tbe  affimbly ;  and 

'when  they  midt  their  ^ppearuice,  tkebaughty.  prelate  netther 

.rdfe  from  his  place,  nor  gave  tfaem  ^any '  kind  ef  {alutadon* 

'  Affronted  at^hts  arrogance  and  dffefbed  fftiper]Onty>ithe(Bi/ita& 

^de{xcrties.£iixilyoppo(dd'hiin*ili  every  point  of  iittiawtioA ;  r&nd 

^Id  htnif  that  tho^g4)  ^  his  i^piniiMis  were  gixxiadod  encttt  au*- 

^4liority  of  Gr^ory,  fhdr  dofhines  had  i^ng  fiace  c^ 'equal 

:iati6tion  nn  the  apfprobation  Of  >Eleta£faer<u% ;  that  th^y  ^^roUki 

yitkl  dDSdience to, their  own  acchhiihopwho  refided at ^t.  Davki, 

but  would  neftrer  fuhtait  to  one  t  v^hofe  peHon  and .  language .  vmve 

as:  much  ^unknown  to  them  as  virere  his  &nthnents  andiioflrines/ 

Whoi*  &t.  :A,uftin  found  he  could  not  gain  upon  the  tfirmncis 

;«f  tbeclet^,  <herrelaxed  from.  Ms  han^tine& ;  and  ddGired. that 

they  would  admiaifter  baptiim,  and  would  ofaferve  the  ceiiemony 

af  keeping   Eafter  after  the  Romifli  manner;  and  that  they 

wouM  likewise  affift  him  to  complete  the  convei&)n  6f  the 

Saxons/    But  the  Britifli  deputies  continuing  firm  in  their  refufal 

on  any  terms  to  join  with  St/Auilin^  he  folemnly  denounced 

agauiift  them  the  judgment  of  God;  predicted  an  impending 

.calamity;  and  confidently  aflUred  them,  that  as  they  would  not 

laccept  of  peace  with  their  ChrilHan  brethren,  diey  would  foon 

have  war  with  their  Pagan  enemies;  and  that  they  would  fbon 

find  death  by  the  fwords  of  tbo/e,  to  whom  they  had  now  refufed 

to  preach  the  word  of  life.'    Thefe  threats,  denounced  by  a 

•■  -  ■        . 

> ' AFchbiibop  Ujber,  eop.  HI*    Godwin's  Eng.  BUhops,  p.  ;,  6*   .GkfsflT^.Moft* 
mouth. 

t  Geoir«*Montxu>u€h.    God  wan  V  Eng.Sifbops,  p*  j;,  6* 
^  Rowland's  Moni  Ant.  p«  i5i.    Geofft  Monmouth. 
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mortified  and 'initBtedprdate,  were  ibon  afhr  accomplifhed ;  by 
die' invafion  of  l^thelfrid/ and  by  the  defeat  of  the  fidtcms  at 
t!ie  battle  of  Chefler  y  with  the  ma(&cre  of  eleven  hundjied  smd 
fifty  reiigiota  who  xtfided  in  the  great  monafteiy  of  Btagor/ 

Thougit  this  How  had  nearly  proved  fatal  to  the  rdigiouk 
order t  it  was  eventually  a:  permanent  advantage  Ma  the  chuFcH  y 
having  been  the  original  caufe  of  produdng  the  inftitution  of 
pariflies,  and  of  the  refidence  of  the  clergy  wiihinthofe  Plotted 
dJftrias.  The  feminary  of  Bangor  having  berJl  entirely  deftnaypd J 
after  this  defeat  of  the  Britons  j  and  the  Saieonf  having;  made 
theb  hoftile  advances  to  tte  banks  of  the  Dee,  it  became  ne*' 
ceflary  to  provide  for  the  iafety  •  of  the*  dei»gy,  by-  placinj 
at  a  greater  diftance  from  danger,  in.  the  interior:  parts-' 
country.*  The  uigencyof  the  times  contributed  likewife-  ta 
this  fklutary  meafuit.  A  more  immediate  intercourfe  between 
Ihe  clei]gy  and  the  people,  and  a  keener  vigilance  in  their  paftors^ 
became  neceflkry,  when  7i/w^/?w«  vm$- innovating  upon  the 
purity  of  the  church,  and  was  cHffhfing^  its  orora  with  a  z&alba» 
and  perftveringinduftry.' 

On  the  diiperfion  of  the  clergy  from  the  monastery  of  Ban- 
gor,  the  greateft  part  of  them  had  fettled  in  North-  Wales ; 
and  the  remainder  are  fuppofed  to  have  ferved;  as  a  fupply  in. 
the  miniflry  of  the  church,  in  South  Wales  and  in  Armories.^ 

'.HuBifrey  Lhaydl  Bievkry,  p«  36,.  ftys  two  tboufand^oiHu* 
^  Rowland,  p.  1 51.-   Geoff.  Monmouth.  '  Rowland,. p.  151.. 

'*  Ibid*-p.  I52*-  Matth.Wefin).  p.  150.. 
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The  bifhopS)  and  other  men  of  eminence  in  the  Cambrian 
ohurchj  with  great  induftry  and  zeal^  travelled  through  the 
country^  exhorting  the  princes  and  the  nobility  to  aflift  them 
in  ere6ling  cells  and  cloiflers  for  the  purpofes  of  divine  wordiip ; 
in  which  places  they  fixed  ^e  fubordinate  clergy,  who  were  to 
perform  the  funflions  of  religion  in  their  particular  diftri£ts/ 
This  was  the  origin  of  refidentiary  tares. 

TflXRE  is  reafon  to  flippofe  that  the  cells  of  thefe  times,  were 
originally  ere^ed  equally  for  the  dwellings  of  the  priefts,  as 
for  the  purppfes  of  religion ;  but  at  the  fame  time  they  ac« 
quired  a  facred  eftimation  by  being  dedicated  to  the  worfhip  of 
God.  The  fitesof  the  moft  ancient  Wclflx  churches  feem  tq 
fiivour  this  opinion ;  being  ulually  found  in  defolate  and  un- 
frequented fituations;  and  as  fuch  were  more  calculated  for  the 
£>litary  abode  of  ^fcetics^  than  for  the  general  convenicncy  of 
religious  aflemblies.*  To  thefe  churches,  ivakes  or  anniverfary 
ftaji  days  were  appointed,  to  the  honour  of  the  faints  to  whom 
they  were  dedicated.  Thefe  feftivak  were  ufually  celebrated 
either  on  the  Sunday  preceding,  or  on  that  immediately  after  the 
Jainfs  day.' 

About  this  period  three  hundred  and  eleven  parifhes  were 
eftabliihed  in  North  Wales ;  in  the  ifland  of  Anglefey  there 
were  feventy-four^  in  Caemarvonfhire  fixty-eights  in  Mont« 

■  Rowhmd,  p«  i^i.         *  RowlaaJ,  p*  158.        s  Ibid*  p*  Z59» 
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gomeryiliire  forty •fevch ;  in  Denbighfhire  fifty-fcvcn ;  in  Flint* 
IJ^jre  twenty-eight;-  and  in  Merioiiethihire  thirty-feven/ 

DuxiNG  the  eSbrts  of  St.  Auftin  to  deftroy  the  independency 
of  the  Cambriaii  church,  the  clergy  were  colleAed  into  dif- 
ferent ^ofiven fuaJ  haJiesy  p^rhzps  a  veftige  of  the  druidical  efta- 
biifliment^  undei^  the  diredHon  of  their  peculiar  bi/hops.*  Jn  this 
ieafoh  of  danger,  while  an  ambitious  priefthood  were  attempting 
to .  eftabltih  a  fpiritvial  tynmlty  upon  the  weaknefs'  of  humati, 
reaibn/  all  orders  of  people*  tpok  the  alarm.  The  nobility  and 
the  bards  exerted  their  zeal  on^  this  occafion;  and  Taliefin^^ 
who  flourifhcd  in  that  period,  exercifed  his  genius  in  poetry,  tO;  A.  ft. 

excite  the  vigilance  anU  iv^.  onla^ctv  ilic  ;6CdI  uX*  ihc  D^Ulfli  clcrgj.* 

The  innovating  fpirit  of  Rome  made  no  progrefs  as  long  as J^ 
was  oppofed  by  their  united  exertions*    But  after  the  mailacne 
of  the  monks  at  Bangor,  when  the  moft  diftinguiihed  of  that;  A.  D.^ 
body  were  (lain,  and  the  remainder  were  diQ)etfed  through,  the    ^^^  - 
country;  the  fences  of  ^he  Cambrian  church  beipg  deferted 
pr  weakened,  it  became  expofed  to  a  feries  of  evjU^^  wider  wi^ch 
it  fuffeied  for  many  centuries*^ 

•  '    ..  . 

,--*•  «  •  •      *  •  ...»  •« 

The  €lei|;y«  wluk  th^  lived  in  cpU^s  and  were  fontt^, 
into  cohventml  bodies,  were  fupported  hytytbes  and  the  yoUintftry 
oblations  of  the  people.  But  when  the  pious  zeal  of  the  l^fhops^- 
co-operating  with  the  munificence    of  the  nobles,  had  efta-* 

T 

"  Rowland,  p.  tj2.  *Ibid-  p*  I49>  'S^*  s  iVid. 

^  SeTeral  of  the  poems  of  this  bard  are  now  extant  in  MS9l 

$  RowUmmI,  p.  i49|  I  j9t 
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Uiflied  thefe  r^idinttary  cures-,  it  was. then  neceflaty  that  the^ 

fame  rightft  and  advants^es  fliould  become  a;  diftin&  properly 

and  fhould  be  applied  to  the  u(es  of  particular  pariihes,  as  they 

had  been  heretofore  claimed  for  die  gennral'  fervice  of:  die 

church/    The  ckrgy  being  thus  eftabliihcd  in. their  itTpeftive 

cells^  the  people^  who  inhabited:  the  nog^bouring.  divifiona  ofi 

bods  and  trevs^  into  which  the  country  wa»  at  that  timr  broken^ 

afibciated  under  the  ipirituaLgaidana^  of:  dieirpecoiiar  miniffer;. 

and  afllgned  for  his  particular  maintenance^  and  as  an^endaw^ 

iMnt  in  fbtnrey  the  tyihctoli  their  land>  and'odier  ecdefia^caft 

emoluments/    This-union  of  fevtral  townfhips,  when  s^bdatod 

Ibr  the  purpofes  of  religion^  and  of  forming  a^  regular  efta- 
bfifiiment  for  the  maintenance  ot  tne  cnurcb,  origtni^y  con*' 

ftituted  Z'parijhi '    But  the  fenrour  of  pious  munificence  abadng 

in  procefsh  of  time^  the  tythes  alone  were  found  infufficient  for 

die  decent  maintenance  di  diedergy;  and  it  became  nece(&iy 

to 'confolidite  feveral  parifhesi^  with  their*  churches,  into  ono> 

refidSntinryycurc  y  under  the  d&c6fion  of  a  ilhg^  [meft  or  in«- 

cumbcnt.    By^  this  ^iteratlbni  the  clfergjr  were-enabled  to  obtain^. 

or  to  purchafe  glebes  as  the  property  of'  die-  relpe^ve  incum*^ 

bent ;  to  attend  with  greater  leifure  the  ^iritual  concerns  of* 

llk&r  parifhes,  to  build- faoujft»  for  th^  parttcular  habitations^. 

:(0d'  to--  ifeidrve   the  ohttrcHesr  fon  thae^  ibia  ufibs<  of:  cdigiouai 

worfliip^'- 

9 

It  is  reafonable  to  fuppofe  from  dieie  pious  estertions,  diat 
the  parochid  ckrgy  were  untainted  with  the  general  depravity^ 

»  Rmbad^  ?•  iS9*  VIbid;  '  Ibid;  4  Rowland^,  p.  15^- 

« 

3  which 


•vfhiih  is  dmiged'by^Giklas  ^upbn 'the '^o^ini»teAi«f  «ii^i,  with 
« '  Begree  df  'tnonaftk  Teverity.  ttskitd'>it  was  not  eafy  'for  ibe 
»dei^t«f  cf^k^te -bodies^  ifrein  )^ir -fFsqusiit  intercouHe  wfth 
ttmndttnd,  «rid'lieii(giidi^iblllm'tliejfjiiiitie&x)f  'prt^^  to  ardid 
tche JcQnlE^l^s^::i«ftunioe 'ittf  lumpjr.  '  Buti tiM&klangeroiiscfilm- 
ttioifs,  amd  tbor  ^lUe^u^t  pr^AigaGy  of  ^inaiinttis,  ooxild  ^harve 
•'iioiifl^'  upon  *  tbe  ^>refifientiaty  fni^.  %  -.vt^  nxfisdiog .  in :  ibUtary 
abodes,  fequefteitdfl  ^lh»i  the  inn(tr  or  ipiKifiarsSiZ>f.lhe>)vvaiU, 

ft 

pafled  their  lives  in  the  auf^re^pieQr  and  mortified  habits  of  re^ 
ligious  reclufes,* 

The  right  of  patronage  of  the  bifhoprics  in  Wales,  ori^nally 
belonged  to  the  princes  of  Wales ;  upon  the  feudal  idea  of  the 
fovereign  being  the  loird  paramount  of  landed  property;  and 
afterwards,  when  the  different  principalities  became  united  by 
conqueft  to  the  Englifh  government,  the  patronages  of  the 
WeUh  bifhoprics  were  then  annexed  to  the  crown  of  England/ 

« 

* 

The  clergy  of  Wales  had  hitherto  preferved,  with  great  firm-^ 
nefs,  an  independency  of  the  Romifh  churbh.  About  this 
period,  however,  they  fufiered  Elbodius  to  be  appointed  by  the  A.  D. 
Pope,  archbifhop  of  North  Wales  j  who  fbon  brought  them  to 
zdi  in  conformity  to  the  Romifh  obfervance  of  Eafter ;  a  point 
on  which  the  two  churches  had  hitherto  divided  in  opinion. 
The  Britons^  imitating  the  Afiaticsy  celebrated  their  Eajier  from 

*  Rowland's  Mob»  Ant.  p.  1609  161. 
^  Stara^  Xccleiiaffiical  Law,  -hoX*  T,  p.  177,  from  Cokt'a  lAilitutes* 

the 
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the  fourteenth  to  the  twendeA  day  of  the  months  but  the 
Romans,,  agreeably  to  the  Nicene  Council,  kept  that  feftival 
from  the  fifteenth  to  the  twenty-firft.'  Thus,  at  lengtli,  ^ 
.  the  cfariftkin  wodd  fink  under  the  tyranny  of  the  church  of 
Rome;  and,  through  a  loi^  facceffion  of  ages,  the  arts  of  an 
interefted  prkftfaood,  1^  controuHng  the  exertions  of  human 
genius,  weakened  the  extenfion  of  its  powers,  debaied  its  fiurit^ 
and  abnoft  annihilated  its  dignity  and  freedom. 

• 

*  Humfrej  LhujdU  BrcTuryf  ^  68* 
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No.  L 

Ommbus   hoc  Jcripum  vifuris   Rogerus  de  monte  alto  Senejcallus   Cejiria 
Salutem :   Sciatis  quod  ego  me  conjiitui  plegium,  &?r. 

TO  all  and  fingalar  to  whome  this  writing  (hall  come,  Roger  de  monte  alto 
Steward  of  Chefter  fendeth  greeting:  Know  yee  that  I  haae  conftltated  my  ^elfe 
pledge  for  Senena  the  wife  of  Gruffyth  the  fonne  of  Lhewelyn^  fometimes  prince 
of  Northwalesy,  and  haae  vndertaken  for  hir  to  our  fouereigne  lord  Henrie  king  ^of 
England^  that  the  faid  Senena  fhall  accomplish  and  performe  all  and  fingular  thofe 
couenants  and  articles,  agreed  vpon  betweene  our  faid  fouereigne  lord  and  the  faid 
Senena,  for  and  concerning  the  deliuerance  of  the  faid  'GrufFyth  hir  hufband  and 
Owen  his  fon  out  of  the  prifon  of  Dauid  his  brother,  and  the  portion  of  inheritance 
due  vnto  the  faid  Gruffyth,  which  the  faid  Dauid  keepeth  from,  him  by  force.  In 
witncfTe  whereof  to  this  prefent  writing  I  haae  pat  my  feale.  Dated  at  Salop,  the 
mundaie  before  the  feaft  of  the  Aifumption  of  the  blefTed  virgin  Marie,  in  the  25.  yearc 
pf  the  reigne  of  the  faid  King; 


No.  II. 

Reuerendiffimis  in  Cbrifto  patribus  ac  D.  D.  BMberto  Dei  gratia  Arcbi" 
epifcopo  Cantuar.  tctius  Anglic  Primati,  tf  Arcbiepifcopo  Eborum,  ac 
eorum  Suffraganeisy  tfr.  t 

TO  the  mod  reuerend   fathers  in  Chrifl  and  Lord,  Robert  by  the  grace  of  Go4 
Archbifiiop  of  Cantorburie,  primate  of  England^  and  the  Archbiibop  of  Y^cke,  and 

4  C  thea 
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their  Soffiraganes,  being  now  togither  at  London  in  councell:  their  deaout  (bnne 
Lhewelyn  Prince  of  Wales  and  lord  of  Snoudon,  greeting  with  due  obedience,  reaerence, 
and  honor  in  all  things.  Be  it  knowen  to  yoar  reaerend  Fatherhoods^  that  where 
heretofore  contention  and  difcord  (whereof  warre  followed  and  long  continued}  arofe 
betwixt  the  king  of  noble  memorie  Hcnrie  king  of  England  of  the  one  partie^  and 
vs  of  the  other  partie :  the  fame  contentions  and  ftrife  were  at  the  lall  appeafed  by 
the  aathoritie  of  the  fea  Apoftolike,  and  meanes  of  the  reaerend  father  lord  Oto« 
bonus.  Deacon  and  Cardinall  of  S.  Adrian  Legate  into  England :  as  it  appeareth  in 
the  forme  of  treatoe  and  peace  betwixt  the  faid  king,  and  Edward  his  firft  begotten 
fon,  lord  Edward  now  king  of  England,  and  their  fucceilbrs  on  the  one  partie:  and  vs 
and  our  fuccefTors  on  the  other  partie,  by  the  corporall  othes  of  both  parties  aflured*. 
Which  forme  of  peace  was  committed  to  writing  by  the  (aid  Legate,  with  the  feale  of 
the  faid  king,  and  the  feale  of  the  faid  lord  Edward  now  king,  and  with  our  feale 
alfo.  In  the  which  peace  it  is  conteined  amongft  other  things  (which  you  doo  well 
know  as  we  beleeue)  that  we  and  our  fucceflbrs  fhould  hold  of  the  king  and  h'a 
fuccefTors  the  principalitie  of  Wales.  So  that  all  Welfli  Barons  (hould  hold  their 
Baronies  and  lands  of  vs  and  our  fucceffors  in  Capice,  and  fhould  doo  homage  and 
lea] tie  to  vs  and  to  our  heires  (one  Baron  excepted),  for  the  which  we  and  our  (iic- 
cefTors  fhould  doo  homage  and  fealtie  to  the  lord  the  king  and  his  fucce/Tcrs.  It  Is 
further  conteined  in  the  fame  peace,  that  neither  the  faid  king  nor  his  fuccefTors, 
fhould  receiue  anie  of  our  enemies,  nor  anie  running  awaie  from  vs,  or  our  fuccefTors, 
nor  fhoufd  heipe  ormaintaine  anie  fueh  againA  vs  or  our  fuccefTors.  The  which  all  are 
conteined  in  the  forme  of  peace,  the  tenor  whereof  the  reueiend  Fathers  of  Strati 
Florida,  and  Aberconwey  bearers  hereof  can  (hew  you. 

But  fee  reuerend  Fathers,  the  lord  Edward  now  noble  king  of  England,  after 
the  faid  peace  taketh  into  his  hands  certeine  Barons  lands  of  Wales,  of  which  they 
and  their  anceflors  haue  beene  long  poflefTed,  and  keepeth  a  Baronie  in  his  hands  which 
fhould  be  ours  by  the  fo^me  of  peace :  other  Barons  of  our  land  being  from  vs  fugitiues,. 
running  to  him,  he  keepeth,  helpeth  and  mainteineth;  as  Dauid.ap  Gruffyth,  and 
Gruffyth  ap  Gvvenwynwyn,  who  purpofed  our  death,  and  deftrudlion..  Notwith (landing 
that  fmce  their  departure  they  haue  robbed  within  our  land,  committed  flaughter, 
and  burning  of  houfes,  and  doo  flill  dailie  commit  the  like  againfl  the  peace  afbrefaid  : 
and  although  we  haue  often  fent  our  greefes  and  complaints  by  our  folemne  mef- 
fenger?,  to  the  faid  noble  lord  Edward,  as  well  before  he  was  king,  as  fince,  yet  vnto» 
this  daie  he  neuer  did  anie  redreiTe  therein.  Alfo  that  which  is  more  perilous,  he- 
called  vs  vnto  a  place  (not  to  vs  fafe)  amongfl  our  deadlie  enemies,  our  fugiciues  and 
Melons  and'their  fpies  and  murderers,,  to  doo  him  homage*  and  fealtie :  to  the  which  placet 
we  can  no  waies  come  without  danger  of  our  bodie:  efpeciallie  feeing  our.  enemies 
abouefaid  be  in  that  place  at  the  king's  table,  and  fomctime.in  counfell,  and  opealie  brag 
themfelves.  And  though  lawfuil  and  reafonable  excufes  were  alledged  by  our  mef- 
£bngers,  before  the  king  and  his  councell,  why  the  place  was  not  fafe  nor  iudifferenr, 
yet  he  refufed  to  allow  or  appoint  anie  other  place  indifferent  for  vs  to  doo  oiir  homage. 
»nd  fealtie:  whkh  we  were  and  are  readic  to  doo  vnto  him,  in  anie  fafe  place  bjt 
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Lim  to  he  appointed,  if  he  will  appoint  anie  :  and  to  performe  the  other  articles  of 
the  peace  concluded  and  fvvorne.  And  for  that  it  pleafed  him  not  to  come  to  anie 
place,  where  we  could  with  fafetie  do  him  homage,  we  were  fuiters  tohim,  to  fend  anie 
from  him  to  receiue  our  oth  and  homage,  vntill  it  pleafed  him  to  appoint  a  place, 
where  we  fliall  doo  our  homage  to  him  perfonallie,  the  which  thing  he  vtterlie  de* 
nied  to  doo. 

VVe   therefore  befcech  your  Fatherhoods  earnefllie,  that  it  pleafe  you  to  confider 
what  danger  fhould  happen  to  the  people  both  of  England  and  of  Wales,  by  reafon  of 
the  breach  of  the  coucnants  of  peace  aboue  faid :  if  now  warres  and  difcord  fhould 
follow,  which  God  forbid :  attending  and  calling  to  remembrance  the  prohibition  of 
the  holie  father  the   Pope  lacelie  in  the  councell  at  Lions,  that  no  warre  (hould  be 
mooued  amongft    Chriflians  :  leafl  thereby   the  aiFaires   of  the  holie  land   fhould    be 
oegleded :  that  it  would  pleafe  you  alfo  to  helpe  with  your  couofell  with  the  lord  and 
king,  that  he  would  vfe  vs  and  order  vs  according  to   the  peace  agreed  vpon,  the 
which  \\T  will  no  waie  infringe.     And  if  he  will  aoc  harken  to  your  counfell  therein 
(which  God  forbid)   that  you  will  hold  vs  excufed,  for  we  will  no  waies  as  much  as 
in  vs  Heth  procure  the  trouble  or  difquietnes  of  the  Realme.     And  if  it  may  pleafe 
you  to  giue  credit  to  our  meffengers  (which  we  doo  fend  to  the  king  at  the  daie  by       "^ 
iiim  vnto  vs  appointed)  to  alledge  our  lawful  excufes  in  thofe  things,  which  they  by 
mouth  fhall  on  our  part  fhew  vnto  you :  refling  to  doo  your  will  and  pleafure,  if  it  pleafe 
you  to  write  againe.    Dated  at  Talybont  the  6.  daie  of  O^ober;  An.  127^. 


Na  IIL 

Certeine  greefes  Jbit  from  Lhewelyn^  tc  ihe  Arcbbijhop:  tranjlated  Word  by 

JVord  out  of  the  Records  of  the /aid  Archbifhop. 

WHERE  that  it  is  conteined  in  the  forme  of  the  peace,  concluded  as  followeth. 

I  If  the  faid  Lhewelyn  willclaime  anie  right  in  anie  lands  occupied  by  anie  other 
than  by  the  lord  the  king,  without  the  faid  foure  Cantrcds,  the  faid  lord  the  king  fhall 
doo  him  full  iuHice,  according  to  the  lawes  and  cuftomes  of  thofe  quaiters  or  parts, 
where  the  faid  lands  doo  lie.  Which  article  was  not  obferoed  in  the  lands  in  Aruflly, 
and  betwixt  the  waters  of  Dyui  and  Dnlas,  for  that  when  the  faid  Lhewelyn  claimed  the 
faid  lands  before  the  lord  the  king  at  Ruthlan,  and  the  king  granted  him  the  caufe  to 
be  examined  according  to  the  lawes  and  cuftomes  of  Wales,  and  the  aduocates  of  the 
parties  were  brought  in,  and  the  ludges  which  vulgarlie  they  call  Ynnayd,  before  the 
king,  to  iudge  of  the  faid  lands  according  to  the  lawes  of  Wales.  And  the  de- 
fendant appeared  and  anfwered  fo,  that  the  fame  daie  the  caofe  ought  to  haue  beene 
fallic  determined  according  to  the  appointment  of  our  lord  the  king.    Who  at  his  being 
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at  Glocefter,  had  afligned  the  pardes  the  faid  daie  :  and  though  the  fame  eaafe  was  in 
diaers  places  often  heard  and  examined  before  the  luftice,  and  that  the  lands  were  in* 
Northwales^  and  neuer  lodged  but  by  the  laws  of  Wales,  neither  was  it  lawfull  for  the 
king  but  according  to  the  lawes  of  Wales  to  proroge  the  caufe ;  all  that  notwithflanding 
he  proroged  the  daie  (of  his  owne  motion)  contrarie  to  the  faid  lawes.  And  at  the 
laft  the  faid  Lhewelyn  was  called  to  diuers  places,  whither  he  ought  not  to  haue 
beene  called  :  neither  could  he  obteine  iuftice,  nor  anie  iudgement,  vnlefTe  it  were 
according  to  th^  lawes  of  England,  contrarie  to  the  faid  article  of  the  peace.  And 
the  fame  was  doone  at  Montgomery,  when  the  parties  were  prefent  in  indgement,  and 
a  daie  appointed  to  heare  fentence,  they  proroged  the  faid  daie  contrarie  to  the  fore- 
faid  lawes :  and  at  the  laft  the  king  himfblfe  at  London  denied  him  iuitice,  vnlefTe  he 
would  be  indged  according  to  the  Engliih  lawes  in  the  faid  matter. 

2  All  iniuries,  trefpaifes  and  faults  on  either  part  doone,  be  clearelie  remitted  vnto 
this  prefent  daie.  This  article  was  not  kept ;  for  that  as  foone  as  the  lord  Reginald 
Gray  was  made  luflice,  he  mooued  diuers  and  innumerable  accufations  again fl  the^ 
men  of  Tegengl  and  Ros,  for  trefpaifes  doone  in  the  time  of  king  Henrie  :  when  they 
bare  rule  in  thofe  parties,  whereby  the  faid  men  dare  not  for  feare  keepe  their  owa- 
houfes. 

3  Where  as  it  was  agreed  that  Rees  Vachan  ap  Rees  ap  Maelgon  ihall  enioie  his 
pofleiEons,  with  all  the  land  which  .^le  now  holdeth,  &c.  After  the  peace  concluded 
he  was  fpoiled  of  his  lands  j>f  Geneu'rglyn  which  he  then  held,  with  the  men  and 
cattell  of  the  fame. 

4  A^so  ouV  lord  the  king  granteth,  that  all  tenants  holdisg  lands  in  the  fonre 
Cantreds,  and  in  other  places  which  the  king  holdeth  in  his  owne  hands,  ihall  hold 
and  enioie  the  fame,  as  freelie  as  they  did  before  the  time  of  the  warres,  and  ihall  vfr 
the  fame  libertips  and  cuiiomes,  which  they  vfed  before.  Contrarie  to  this  article,  the 
lord  Reginald  Gray  hath  brought  manie  new  cuflomes  againft  the  forme  of  peace 
aforefaid. 

5  All  controneriies  mooued,  or  to  be  mooued  betwixt  the  Prince  and  anie  other, . 
ihall  be  decided  after  the  lawe  of  the  marches  (if  they  haue  their  beginning  in  the 
marches)  and  after  the  lawes  of  Wales,,  fuch  as  in  Wales  have  their  beginning.  Con-p 
trarie  to  this  article,  the  king  dooth  and  fendeth  lu^ces  to  Anglefey,  who  prefume 
to  iudge  there  the  men  and  fubjefls  of  the  Prince :  fetting  fines  vpon  them,  con- 
trarie to  the  lawes  of  Wales,  feeing  neither  this  nor  anie  like  was  euer  heard  in  times 
pail;  imprifoning  fome,  outlawing  others,  when  the  Prince  is  at  all  times  readie  to 
doo  iuflice  to  all  men  that  coroplaine  vpon  anie  of  his  men. 

6  Where  it  is  in  the  peace,  that  GrufFyth  Vachan  ihoald  doo  homage  to  the  kin^ 
for  the  land  in  Yale,  and  to  the  Prince  for  the  land  in  Edcrneon,  the  kings  iudices 
brought  the  ladie  of  Maylor^  into  all  the  faid  lands  of  Edeyrneon.     The  knowledge 
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of  which  caufe  onelie  pertained  to  the  Prince,  and  not  to  the  faid  laftices :  and  yet 
ibr  peace  fake,  the  Prince  did  toUerat^  all  this^  being  at  all  times  readie  to  minifler 
hiftice  to  the  fatd  ladie. 

7  And  though  the  faid  Prince  fubmitted  himfelfe^  vnto  vs  and  our  will,  yet  we 
neuerthelefs  will  and  grant,  that  our  will  in  no  cafe  goo  furder,  than  is  conteined  in 
thofe  articles.  Contrarie  to  this  article,  gold  was  exaded  for  the  Queenes  workes  at 
cverie  paiment  made  to  the  king :  which  gold  was  neuer  demanded  in  time  of  king 
Henrie,  or  anie  other  king  of  England.  Which  gold  yet  for  quietnes  fake  the  Prince 
paid,  though  it  were  not  fpoken  of  or  mentioned  in  the  peace.  And>  now  further 
it  is  exacted  for  the  old  Queene  the  kings  mother,  that  now  u  (for  the  peace  con- 
cluded with  king  Henrie)  2000  marks  and  a  halfe :  and  vnleiTe  it  be  paid,  the  king 
threatncth  to  occupie  the  goods  and  lands  of  Lhewclyn  and  his  people,  which  he  could 

£ud  in  his  realme ;  and  fell  men  and  bcafts  vntill  the  faid  Aimme  were  paid. 

* 

g  Item- when  the  king  rnuited  the  Prince  to  his  feaft  at  Worcefter,  promifing  with.  • 
uerie  fair  words,  that  he  would  giue  his  kinfewoman  to  him  to  wife,  and  enrich 
him 'with  much  honour:  nenerthekfle  when  he  came  thither,  the  felfe  fame  daie  they 
ihould  be  married  before  Maffe,  the  king  required  a  bill  to  be  fealed  by  the 
Priiife;  conteining  amongft  other  things  that  he  would  neuer  keep  man  againft  the 
kings  will,  nor  neuer  mainteine  anie,  whereby  it  might  come  to  pafTe,  that  all  the 
Princes  force  fhould  be  called  from  him.  The  v^hich  Ifctter  fealed,  he  deliuered  the 
king  by  iuft  feare,  which  might  mooue  anie  conftant  man  ;  yet  was  not  this  conteined 
in  the  peace,  whereas  the  conclufion  of  the  peace  was,  that  the  king  fhould  require 
nothing  that  was  not  conteined  in  the  fame. 

n  Item  where  in  the  faid  peace  all  cuftomes  be  confirmed  to  the  faid  Prince,  as  his 
anceftors  of  long  and  dailie  obferued  cuftome  haue  receiued  to  their  owne  vfe,  all 
wrecks  happening  vpon  his  owne  lands  :  the  luftice  of  Chefter  tooke  a  diftrefle  of  the 
Prince  for  goods  of  (hipwrecke  receiued  by  him  before  the  warres,  contrarie  to  the 
forme  of  the  faid  peace.  By  the  which  all  trefpaffes  of  either  fide  were  remitted; 
and  contrarie  to  the  cuftomes  before  faid :  and  if  in  cafe  it  were  forfeited,  yet  he  tooke 
fnch  a  diftreffe,  fifteene  pounds  of  honie,  and  manie  horffcs,  and  imprifoned  his 
men.  And  this  he  tooke  of  the  Princes  owne  proper  goods,  and  further  tooke  booties 
of  Bagiers  which  came  to  Lyrpoole  with  merchandize,  and  neuer  redeliuered  the  fame, 
untill  he  had  taken  fo  much  monie  for  the  fame,  as  it  pleafed  him. 

lo  Item  when  certeine  men  of  Gcneurglyn   had  taken  cerieine  goods  of  fomc  of 

their  neighbours  of  Geneurglyn,  when  they  were  in  the  dominion  of  the  Prince  in 

Meyreon,  the  kings  men  of  Lhanbadarn  did  take  awaie  the  faid  goods  out  of  the  faid 

dominion  of  the  Prince :  and  when  the  prince  his  men  came  thither,  and  afked  the 

caufe   why  they  tooke  the    faid   preie :    the   kings    men   killed  one    of  them,    and 

wounded  other,   and   the  reft   they  did  imprifon,  neither  could  the  prince  get  anie 

iuflice  for  the  faid  goods  to  this  daie« 

11  And. 
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II  And  where  it  is  conteined  in  the  peace,  that  all  things  committed  in  the 
.Marches,  (liould  be  redrefTed  in  the  Marches  ;  yet  the  kings  men  would  no  where 
heare  the  princes  men,  but  put  them  in  the  caftell  of  Lhanbadarn :  which  is  againft 
the  peace  aforefaid.  In  thefe  articles  and  diuers  others,  the  king  Aandeth  fworne  to 
the  prince,  and  to  his  people.  And  although  the  prince  as  well  by  himfelfe  as  by  his 
people,  haue  often  rcquefted  the  king  to  caufe  the  faid  peace  to  be  kept,  yet  was  it  in 
no  point  kept,  but  dailic  ihe  kings  luflices  doo  mere  and  more  heape  iniuries  and  ' 
griefs  vpon  the  people  of  thofe  pans.  So  that  it  can  not  be  blamed,  if  the  Prince  did 
aiTent  to  them  that  iirft  began  tlie  wars,  feeing  the  oth  which  the  lord  Robert  Typtoft  ' 
fware  for  the  king,  was  kept  in  no  point:  and  cheeflie  feeing  the  prince  was  fore- 
warned, that  he  ihould  be  taken  fo  foone  as  the  king  came  to  Ruthlan,  as  he  had 
beene  in  deede  if  the  king  had  come  thither  after  Chriilmaife,  as  he  purpofed. 


No.  IV.  &  VIL 

Thefc  grc^/es  folowing  were  done  by   the   King  and  his   Ojfficers,   to  the 

Lord  Dauid  ap  Gruffyth. 

WHEN  the  faid  Dauid  came  to  the  lord  Edward  then  earle  of  Chefter,  and  did 
liim  homage,  the  faid  lord  Edward  did  giue  by  his  letters  patents  to  the  faid  Dauid» 
two  Cantreds,  DyiFryncluyd,  and  Ceinmeyrdh,  with  all  the  appurtenances  :  afterward 
when  he  was  made  king  he  confirmed  the  faid  gift  to  the  faid  Dauid,  and  gaue  him 
pofTeilion  of  them.  Then  afterward  Guenlhian  Lacy  died,  who  held  fome  townes  in  the 
faid  Cantreds  for  terme  of  life:  which  after  hir  deceafe  appertained  to  Dauid,  by 
force  of  the  forefaid  grant,  which  townes  yet  the  king  tooke  from  him,  contrarie  to  hit 
.letters  patents. 

2  Item,  when  the  faid  Daaid  did  hold  of  the  lord  the  king  the  villages  of  Hope 
and  Ellon  in  Wales,  of  the  which  he  ought  to  anfivere  no  man,  but  according  to  the 
lawes  of  Wales,  yet  the  luilice  of  Cheder  caufed  ihe  faid  Dauid  to  be  called  to 
Chciler,  at  the  fute  of  one  William  Venable  an  Englifh  man  :  to  anfwere  for  the  title 

'of  the  faid  villages.  And  although  the  faid  Dauid  did  often  and  inftantlie  defire  him 
the  faid  luftice  not  to  proceed  againft  him  iniuriouflie  in  the  countie  of  Cheiler,  where 
he  was  not  bound  to  anfwere  by  the  forme  of  the  peace :  yet  he  pkinlie  denied  him  to 
be  iudged  either  in  Wales  or  after  the  lawes  of  Wales. 

3  Item,  the  faid  luftice  of  Chefler  to  the  iniurie  of  the  faid  Dauid,  did  cut 
downe  his  wood  of  Lhyweny,  and  his  woods  at  Hope,  as  well  by  the  dwellers  of 
Ruthlan,  as  others :  and  yet  the  faid  ludice  had  no  iurifdi£lion  in  thofe  parts.  And 
not  being  contented  to  get  timber  there,  for  building,  as  well  for  Ruthlan  as  other 
places  in  the  countrie,  but  alfo  deilroied  the  faid  woods^  fold  it,  and  carried  it  into 
Ireland. 

4  Itbm, 
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4  Itbm,  where  the  faid  Dauid  tooke  certaine  outlawes  and  rouers  in  the  woods, 
and  caafed  them  to  be  hanged:  yet  the  faid  luftice  accufed  Daaid  to  the  king,  for  fuc* 
coring  and  mainteining  the  theeues  aforefaid :  which  was  not  like  to  be  true  feeing  h« 
caufed  them  to  be  hanged. 

5;  Item,  it  is  prouided  in  the  peace,  that  all  WeKhmen  in  their  caufes  (hoald  be 
iudged  after  the  lawes  of  Wales.  This  was  in  no  point  obferned  with,  the  faid  Dauid 
and  his  people.  Of  thefe  forefaid  greefs  the  faid.  Dauid  required  often  amends,  either 
*  according  to  the  lawes  and  cnftomes  of  Wales,  or  of  ipeciall  fauour :  but  he  could 
better  obteine  anie  of  them  both  at  his  hands.  Further,  the  faid  Dauid  was  warned 
in  the  kings  court,  that  afToone  as  Reginald  Gray  fhould  come  from  the  court,  the  faid 
Dauid  fhould  be  taken  and  fpoiled  of  his  caftell  of  Hope,  his  woods  fhould  be  eat 
downe,  and  his  children  taken  for  pledges :  who  feeing  he  had  taken  much  painet 
and  peril!  for  the  king  in  all  his  warres  as  well  himfelfe  as  his  people,  both  in 
England  and  in  Wales,  and  had  loft  therebie  the  molt  part  of  the  nobilitie  of  his 
countrie,  and  yet  neuertheleffe  could  obteine  neither  iuftice,  amends,  nor  fauour  at  his 
hands,,  hauing  fuch  «great  wrongs  ofFred  vnto  him,  and  fearing  his  owne  life  and  his 
childrens,  or  elfe  perpetuall  prifon,  being  enforced,  as  it  were  againft  his  will,  began 
«>  defend  himfelfe  and.  his  people. 


No,  Y. 

Articles  Jent  from  the  Archbifiop  of  Canturburiey,  to  be  intimated  to  IJbewelyn^ 
Prince  of  Wales ^  and  the  People  of  the  fame  Countrie. 

B  EC  AUSE  we  came  to  thofe  parts  for  the  Ipirituall  and  temporall  health  of  them 
whom  we  haue  euer  Ibued  well,  as  diuers  of  them  haue  knowne. 

2  That  we  come  contrarie  to  the  will  of  oar  Lord  the  king,  whom-  our  faid 
comming  (as  it  is  faid)  dooth  much  offend.. 

3  That  wedcfire  and  befeech  them,  for  thebloud'of  our  lord  lefus  Chrift,  that  they 
would  come  to  an  vnitie  with  the  Englifh  people,  and  to  the  peace  of  our  lord  the  king; 
which  we  intend  to  procure  them  fo  well  as  we  can. 

4  We  will  them  to  vnderfland>  that  we  cannot  long  tarric  in  thefe  quarters. 

5  We  would  they  confidered,  that  after  our  parting  out  of  the  conatrie,  they  fhall 
not  perhaps  find  anie  that  will  fo  tender  the  preferring  of  their  caufe,  as  we  would  doo^ 
i^  it  pleafed  God  (with  our  mortall  life)  we  might  procure  them  an  honefl,  ftable  and 
inae  peace. 

6  That; 
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6  That  if  they  doo  contemne  our  petition  and  labour,  we  intend  foortkmch  t9 
iigniiie  their  flubbernes  to  the  high  biihop,  and  the  court  of  Rome:  for  the  enormitie 
that  maoie  waies  hapneth  by  occafion  of  this  difcord  this  date.  ^ 

7  Let  them  know,  that  vnleiTe  they  doo  quicklie  agree  to  a  peace,  that  warre 
•  ihall  be  aggrauated  againft  them,  which  they  fhall  not  be  able  to  fuflaine,  for  the  kings 

power  increafeth  dailie. 

The  greater  8Let  them  vnderdand  that  the  realme  of  England  is  vnder  the  fpeciall  pro- 

U^^^^  "^'^  tcaion  of  the  fea  of  Rome:  that  the  fca  of  Rome  loueth  it  better  than  anic  other 
kingdome. 

9  That  the  faid  fea  of  Rome  will  not  in  anie  wife  fte  the  ftate  of  the  realme  of 
England  quaile,  being  vnder  fpeciall  protedUon. 

.lo  That  we  much  lament  to  heare  that  the  Welfhmen  be  more  cruell  then  Sara- 
cens :  for  Saratens,  when  they  take-  chriflians  they  keepe  them  to  be  redeemed  for 
monie.  But  (they  faie)  that  the  Welfhmen  by  and  by  doo  kill  all  that  they  take, 
and  are  onelie  delighted  with  blood,  and  fometime  caufe  to  be  killed  them  whofe  ran* 
fbme  they  haue  receiued. 

II  That  whereas  they  were  euer  woont  to-be  efteemed,  and  to  reuerence  God  and 
:  EcdefiafUcall  perfons,   they    feeme  4nuch   to   reuolt    from    that  deuotion :    moouing 
feditlon   and  warre,    and    committing   flaughter,    and   burning .  in  the  holie  time. 
'Which  is  great  iniurie  to  God,  wherein  no  man  can  excufe  them. 

•12  Wb  defire,  that  as  true  chriflians  they  would  repent,  for  they  cannot  long  con- 
vtinue  their  begun  difcord,  if  they  had  fworne  it. 

13  Wb- will  that  they  fignifie  vnto  vs,  how  they  will  or  can  amend  the  trouble  of 
the  kings  peace,  and  the  hurt  of  the  common  wealth. 

14  That  they  figni£e  vnto  vs  how  peace  and  concord  may  be  efbiblifhed :  for  in 
yaine  were  it  to  forme  peace,  to  be  dailie  violated. 

1-5  If  they  faie  that  their  lawes  or  conenants  be  not  obferued,  that  they  doo  iignifie 
vnto  vs  which  thofc  be. 

16  That  granting  it  that  they  were  ininred,  as  they  faie,  (which  we  no  waies  doo 
know)  they  which  were  Judges  in  the  caufe  might  fo  haue  fignified  to  the  king's 
Jnajcflie. 

17  That  vnlefle  they  will  now  come  to  peace,  they  fhall  be  refifte^  by  decree  and 
xenfure  of  the  church,  befides  warre  of  the  people. 

No.  VI. 
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Tp  the  mofi  reuerend  Father  in  Cbrijl,  the  Lord  lobn  hy  Gods  grace  Arcl^ 
bijhop  of  Canturburie^  Primate  of  all  England,  his  Humble  and  deuout, 
Sonne  Lhewelyn  Prince  offTales  and  Lord  of  Snowdon  fendeth  Greeting. 

WITH  all  reuerend  fubmiffion  and  honor  we  yeeld  our  molt  humble  and  hartie 

thanks  vnto  your  fatherhood,  for  the  great  and  greeuous  paines  which  at  this  prefent 

for  the  loue  of  vs  and  our  nation  you  haue  fuflained :  and  fo  much  the  more  we  are 

beholden  vnto  you>  for  that  befides  the  kings  pleafure  you  would  venture  to  come 

vnto  vs.    In  that  you  reqaeft  vs  to  come  to  th'e  kings  peace*  we  would  haue  your 

holinefle  to  know  that  we  are  moft  readie  and  willing  to  the  fame,  fo  that  our  lord  the 

king  will  duelie  and  trulie  obferue  and  keepe  the  peace  towards  vs  and  ours.     Nfore- 

ouer«  although  we  would  be  glad  of  your  continuance  in  Wales,  yet  we  hope  there  (hall 

not  be  any  delaie  in  vs  but  that  peace  (which  of  all  things  we  moft  defire  and  wifli 

for)  may  be  forthwith  eftabli(hed,  and  lather  by  your  tranell  and  procurement  than 

by  any  other  mans :  fo  that  it  Hiall  not  be  needefuU  to  complaine  vnto  the  Pope  gf 

our  wilfttlnes :  neither  do  we  defpife  your  fatherhoods  reqnefls  and  painefull  traueU* 

but  with  all  hartie  reuerence  according  to  our  dutie  do  accept  the  fame*     Neither  yet 

ihall  it  be  needefull  for  the  lord  the  king  to  vie  anie  for^e  )igaiiift  vs,  feeing  we  are 

redie  to  obeie  him  in  all  things,  our  rights  and  lawes  (as  aforefaid)  referued.     And 

although  the  kingdome  of  England  be  vnder  the  ipeciall  protedion  of  the  fea  of  Rome, 

and  with  fpeciall  loue  regarded  of  the  fame :  yet,  when  the  lord  the  Pope  and  the  court 

of  Rome  (hall  vnderftand  of  the  great  damages  which  are  done  vnto  vs  by  the  Engliih- 

men,  to  wit,  the  articles  of  the  peace  concluded  and  fwome  vnto,  violated  and  broker « 

the  robbing  and  burning  of  churches,  the  murthering  of  ec:lefia(licall  perfons,    as 

well  religious  as  Ocular ;  the  flaoghter  of  women  great  with  child,  and  children  fucking 

their  mothers  brefls:  thedeflrolengof  hofpitals,  and  houfes  of  religion,  killing  the  men 

and  women  profcfled  in  the  holie  places,  and  euen  before  the  alters :  we  hope  that  your 

fatherhood,  and  the  faid  court   of  Rome  will  rather  with  pittie  lament  our  cafe, 

than  with  rigour  of  punifhment  augment  oisr  forrow.    Neither  (hall  the  kingdome  of 

England  be  in  anie  wife  difquieted  or  molefled  by  our  meanes  (as  is  affirmed)  fo  that 

we  may  haue  the  peace  dnlie  kept  and  obferued  towards  vs  and  our  people.     Who 

they  be,  which  are  delited  with  blood flied  and  warr^,  is  manifeftlie  apparant  by  their 

deedes  and  behauiour ;    for  we  would  liae  quietlie  vpon  our  owne  if  we  might  be 

fullered,  but  the  Engliihmen  comming  to  our  countrie  did  put-  all   to  the  fword, 

neither  fparing  fex,  age  or  ficknefle,  nor  any  thing  regarding   churches  or  facred 

places,  the  like  whereof  the   Wellhmcn  neuer  committed.     Thai  one  hailing  paid 

his  ranfome  was  afterward  flaine,  wee  are  right  forie  to  heare  of  ic,  neither  do  we 

maintaine  the  offender,  who  efcaping  our  hands  keepeth  himfclfe  as  an  outlaw  jn  (he 

woods  and  vnknown  places.     That  (omft  bfgan  the  warre  in  a  ^ime  not  ipeete  and 

4  D  conuenienti 
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conueoient,  that  vnderHood  noc  we  of  vntiU  now;  and  y^t  tjity  which  did  the  fame  do 
affirme,  that  in  cafe  they  had  not  done  as  they  did  at  that  timei  they  had  beene  flaine 
or  taken  therofelues,  being  not  in  fafetie  in  their  owne  hoafes^  and  forced  con- 
tinuallie  for  fafeguard  of  their  lines  to  keepe  themfelues  in  armour :  and  therefore 
to  deliuer  themfelues  front  that  feare,  they  tooke  that  enterprife  in  hand.  Concerning 
thofe  things  which  we  commit  againfl  God  :  with  the  aiiftance  of  his  grace,  we  will 
(as  it  beeommeth  Chrinians)  repent  and  turne  vnto  him.  Neither  fl^iU  die  war  on. 
our  part  be  continued,  fo  that  we  be  (aued  harmleife  and  may  Hue  as  we  ought  n 
bttt  before  we  be  dtfioherited  or  flaine  we  mdk  defend  our  lehies  aa  welTas  we  may. 
Of  all  injuries  and  wrongs  done  by  vs,  we  are  moft  willing  and  readie  (vpon  due 
examination  and  triall  of  all  trefpaifes  and  wrongs  committed  on  both  fides)  to* 
make  amends  to  the  vttermoft  of  our  power:  fo  that  the  like  on  the  kings  fide  be 
performed  in  like  manner  towards  vs  and  our  people :  and  to  conclude  and  ftabltfli  a 
peace  we  are  moft  readie :  but  what  peace  can  be  eUablifhed  when  as  the  kings  charter 
.  fo  folemnlie  confirmed,  is  not  kept  and  performed?  Oar  people  are  dailie  opprefled 
with  new  exaftipns :  we  (end  vnto  yon  alfo  a  note  in  writing  of  the  wrongs  and  iniories 
which  are  done  vnto  vs  contrarie  to  the  forme  of  the  peace  before  made..  We  hane 
put  our  ielues  in  armour,,  being  driucn  therevnto  by  neceffitie ;.  for  we  and  our  people 
were  fo  opprefled,  troden  vnder  foote,  fpoiled,  and  brought  to  ilauerie  by  the  kinge 
officers,  contrarie  to  the  forme  of  the  peace  concluded  againfl  inflice,  none  otherwise 
tKa'n  if  we  were  Saracena  or  lewes :.  whereof  we  haue  often  times  complained  vnto  the 
king  and  neuer  could  get  anie  redreflie :  but  alwaies  thofe  officers  were  afterwards  more 
fierce  and  crueJl  againfl  vs.  And  when  thofo  officers  through  their  ranine  andex«- 
tortion  were  enriched,  other  more  hnngrie  than  they  were  fent  a  frefli  to  flea  thofe 
whom  the  other  had  fliorne  befose:  fo  that  the  people  wiflied  rather  to  die  than  line 
in  fuch  oppreffion.  And  now  it  fliall  not  be  ncadeful  to  leuie  anie  armie  to  war  vpoa. 
vs,  or  to  mooe  the  prelats  of  the  church  againfl.  vs,  fo  that  the  peace  may  be  ob- 
fe^ued  duelie  and  tmlie,.  as  before  is  exprefled.  Neither  ought  your  hoUe  fatherhood, 
to  giae  credit  to  all  that  our  aduerfaries  de  allege  againfl  vs :.  for  enen  as  in  their 
deeds  tliey  haue  and  do  oppreflc  vs.  fo  in  their  words  they  will  not  flicke  to  flander 
V5,  laiengto  oar  charge  what  likech  them  befl.  Therefore,  £ar  afmoch  as  they  are- 
p  alwaies  prefent  with  you,  and  we  abfent  from  you^  they  oppreffing,.  and  we  Opprefled^ 

we  are  to  defijre  you  euen  for  his  fake  from  whom  nothing  ir  hid,  not  to  credit  mena> 
words  but  to  examine  their  deeds.  Thus  we  bid  your,  holines  iarewelL  Dalod  at 
tiatth  Celvn,  in  the  feafl  of^S.  Marline. 


Na.  virr- 

Creefs  and  Ihluries  offered  hy  the  King  and  his  Officers  to  the  Men  of  Ros^ 

THIS  is  the  forme  of  peace,  which  the  king  of  England  did  promife   the  men 
of  Res  before  they  did  him  hpmage,  which  he  promifed.  them  to  obferue  inuiolal)lie. 

That 


y 


N      D 
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Tluit  is  to  £de,  tke  kipg  ihoold  grant  .to  euene  of  jthem  their  r^ht  and  iarlfdi^n, 
tf '  they  had  in  xime  of  kupg  dearie,  i^ccordii^  as  the  fttd  4Qen  doo  report  that  they 
had  in  the  time  of  king  Henrie. 

r  2  IteMj  the  lord  the  king  did.promife  the  did  men,  that  they  fliould  haue  iuftice  ia 
their  fates:  after  granting  of  the  which  articles,  the  faid  men  did  homage  to  the  king. 
And  then  the  king  promifed  them  With  his  owne  mouth  faithfullie  to  obierae  the  faid 
articles.  This  notwithHanding,  a  certeine  noble  man  pafling  by  the  kings  hie  waien 
with  his  wife  in  the  kings  peace,  met  certaine  Englifh  laborers  and  mafons  going  to 
Ruthlan  where  they  di;i  then  worke :  who  attempted  by  force  to  take  awaie  his  wife 
from  him,  and  while  he  defended  hir  as  well  as  he  coQid,  one  of  them  killed  the  wife, 
and  he  who  killed  hir  with  his  fellowes  were  taken :  and .  when  the  kinred  of  hir 
which  was  flaine  required  lawe  at  the  Jafllce  of  C.heiicrs  hands  (for  their  kinfwoman) 
they  were  put  in  prifon,  and  the  murtherers  were  deliuered. 

3  Item,  a  certeine  man  killed  a  Gentleman  who  had  killed  the  fonneof  Grono 
ap  Heiiyn  and  was  taken  :  but  when  certaine  of  the  kinred  required  iuftice  before  the 
Juftice  of  Chefter,  certeine  of  them  were  imprifoned,  the  ofiender  fet  ac  libertie,  and 
iuUice  denied  to  the  kinred. 

« 

4  Itbm,  certeine  Gentleman  claimed  fome  lands,  and  offered  the  king  a  great 
peece  of  monie,  to  haue  iuftice  by  the  irerdiA  of  good  and  lawfull  men  of  the  countrie 
(then  the  lands  being  adiudged  to  the  claimers)  Reginald  Gray  tooke  the  Ifame 
lands,  come,  goods,  and  all  vpon  the  ground,  fo  that  ihey  loft  their  lands,  monie, 
corne  and  cattell. 


m^ 


5  Itsm,  it  is  our  right  that  bo  Granger  fliould  oit  our  woods  without  our  leaue : 
yet  this  notwithftanding  there  was  a  proclamation  at  Ruthlan,  that  it  fliould  be  lawfuU 
for  all  other  men  to  cut  downe  our  woods,  but  to  vs  it  was  forbiddea. 

6  Itbm,  where  diuerfe  honeft  men  had  lands  ^  the  gift  of  the  iaid  Danid,  the 
juftice  uketh  the  faid  mens  lands  awaie. 

•  > 

7  Item,  when  anie  commeth  to  Ruthlan  with  aierchandiee,  if  he  refofe  whatfoeuer 
anie  Englifli  man  oftertth,  he  is  forthwith  fent  to  the  caftell  to  prifon,  and  the  buier 
hath  the  thing,   and  the  king  hath   the  price :  then  the  foldiours  of  the  caftell  firft 

/    fpoile  and  beate  the  panic,  and  then  caufe  him  to  pay  the  porter,  and  let  him  go. 

'8  Item,  If  anie  Welihmen  buie  anie  thing  in  Ruthlan,  and  anie  £<iglilh  man  doo 
meet  him,  he  will  take  it  from  him,  and  glue  him  lefte  than  he  paid  for  it. 

<9  Item,  the  king  contrarie  to  his  promife  made  to  the  men  of  Ros,  hath  giuen  the 
•fterritorie  of  Maynan,  Penmayn,  and  Lhyfuayn. 

4  D  a  la  Item, 
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le  Item»  Certelne  Gentlemen  of  the  Can  tied  of  Rot  booght  certeine  offices, 
and  paid  their  monie  for  the  fame :  yet  the  luftice  of  Chefter  tooke  the  faid  officer 
from  them  without  caafe. 

Sec  thjs  Article      II  Item,  Grono  ap  Hetlyn  tooke  to  farme  of  Godfrey  Marliaey,  the  territorie  of 

****"' f*  577*  j^aynan  and  Lhyfuayn,  for  the  tcrme  of  foore  yearcs:  yet  RoBert  de  Cniqaer  with 

horfes  and  armes  and  foare  and  twentie  horflemen,  came  to  vexe  the  faid  Grono, 

^  that  he  had  no  fafe  going>  neither  to  Ruthlan  nor  Chefter,  widioat  a  great  garriftn* 

of  his  kindred  and  freends. 

12*  Item,  certeine  Gentlemeit  were  arrefted  for  trefpafles  done  before*  the  warres 
and  imprifoned,  and  conld  not  be  delinered  vntill  they  had  paied  xvi.  market,  whidr 
was  contrarie  to  the  peace  concladed^ 

13  Item,  oar  caufes  ought  to  be  decided  after  the  caftome  of  oar  lawes;  bat 
our  men  be  compelled  to  fweare  againft  their  confciences,  elft  they  be*  not  differed  to 
fveare :  furthermore  wefpent  three  hundreth  markes  in  going  to  the-  king  for  iuftice  iir 
the  forefaid  articles.  And' when  we  beleeved  to  recoaer  full  inftice,  the  king  (ent-to 
our  parties  the  lord  Reginald  Gra^»  to  whom  the  king  hath  fet  all  the  lands  to  iktm^^ 
to  handle  the  men  of  the  faid  Cantredt  a3  it  pleafeth  him :  who  compelled  ts  to 
^'fweare  in  hit  name,  whereas  we  (hould  fweait  in  the  kings  name.  And  where  the 
kings  cro/Te  ought  to  be  ereded,  he  caufed  his  croffe  to  be  ereded,  in  token  that  he 
is  the  verie  true  lord :  and  the  faid  lord  Reginald  at  his  firft'  comming  to  thofe 
parts  of  Wales,  fold  to  certeine  feruants  of  the  king^  offices  for  Ix.  markes,  which 
the  faid  feruants  bought  before  of  the  king  for  xxisij.  markes  :  whichoffices  ought  not 
to  be  fold  at  the  choife  of  the  lord. 

14  Item,  the  king  gaue  Meredyth  ap  Madoc  a  csptainefliip  fbr  hjs  ieniicei. 
Reginald  Gray  taoke  it  from  him:  neither  could  he  get  anie  remedie  at  the  kings 
hands  for  the  fame. 

15  Item,  one  of  the  coancfll  of  the  faid  Reginald,  Cynwric  Vadhan  told  vs  by 
mouth,  that  as  foone  as  the  faid  Reginald  Gray  returned  to  Wales  he  would  take 
?(xiiij.  men  of  everie  Cantered,  and  either  behead  them  or  imprifon  them  perpetuallie. 

16  Item,  whereas  we  paid  our  taxes  and  rents  in  old  monie  half  a  yeare  beP:)pe 
the  comming  of  new  moQie,  they  inforced  vs  to  paie-new  rooaie  for  the  old.. 

These  grcefes  and  the  like,  the  faid  Reginald  offered  v$,  and  threatned  that  if  we 
would  fend  anic  to  the  king  to  complaine  he  would  behead,  them  :  and  when  we  fens 
anie  to  the  king,  he  could  neuer  fpeake  with  the  king,  but  fpent  vs  much  monie  in 

*  To  fweare  by  his  hand|  whcr^s  w«  (hould  fweaie  by  the  hand  of  the  kln^.' 

vaine. 
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▼sine.    For  which  gredet  we  beleeue  our  fcloci  fiee  before  God,  fiom  the  oth  which 
we  haae  made  to  the  king. 


No.  IX. 

Theft  Grerfes  folowing,  the  King  and  bis  luftices  (ffered  to  Rees  Vacham 

of  Straiywy. 

AFTER  that  the  faid  Rees  gaae  the  king  his  caftell  of  Dyneoowr»  fithence*  t&r 
hft  pcace^  the  faid  Rees  then  being  in-  the  tent  of  the  lord  Payne  de  Gaderiey,  at  the 
fame  time  there  were  flaine  fixe  Gentlemen  of  the  fiud  Reefim  oen^  for  whom  they 
nener  had  amends^  which  was  to  him  great  greefe  and  lofle^r 


X  Item,  lohn  Gifford  claimed  the  faid  Reefts  inheritance  at  Htruryn,  and  the  faid- 
Kfees  reqtxefted  the  lawe  of  his  coontiie  of  the  king^  or  the  lawe  of  the  countie  of 
Caermardhen,  in  the  which  countie  the  anceftors  of  the  faid  Rees  were  woont  to 
haae  lawe :  when  they  were  of  the  peace  of  the  Engliflimen,  and  vnder  their  regiment ;. 
bat  the  faid  Rees  coald  haae  no  lawe»  hot  loft  all  his  lands*  They  would  haae 
had  him  to  anfwer  in  the  countie  of  Hereford^  where  none  of>  his  anceftors  eoer 
anfwered.  Farther  in  the  lands  of  the  faid  Rees  were  fuch  enormities  committed, 
which  doo  moft  apperteine  to  the  ftate  ecdefiafticall :  that  is  to  fide  in  the  charch  of 
S«Dauid^  which  they  call  Lhangadoc»  they  made  ftables^  and  plaid  the  harlots,  and 
tooke  awaie.all  the  goods  of  the  faid  church,,  and  burning  all  the  houies,  wounded  the 
preeft  of  the  iaid  church  before  the  high  altar,  and  left  him  there  as  dead* 


3  Iteu>  in  the  fame  countrie  they  fpoiled  and  burnt  the  churches  of  Dyngadj 
Lhantredaff,  and  other  churches  in  other  part^ :  they  fpoiled  their  chalices,  books, 
mid  allu>ther  ornaments  and  goods- 


No.  Xr 

Thefi  Se  the  Greefe s  which  the  King  and  his  hiftice gave  to  Ebewelynap 

Rees  and  Uowel  ap'  Rees. 

AFTER  that  a^ forme  of  peace  was  concluded,  betwixt  Henrle  then  king  of  £n^ 
land,  and  the  prince  of  Wales,  the  faid  king  granted  and  confirmed  by  his  charter  to 
the  faid  Prince  the  homage  of  the  faid  noble  men,  fo  long  at  they  ftood  freends  with 
the  prince,  according  to  the  faid  gift  and  confirmation :  but  Edward  now  king 
difherited  the  faid  Gentlemen  of  their  lands,,  fo  that  they  could  not  haue  their  owne 
lands,  neither  by  law  nor  by  fauouri 

No.  XL- 
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No.  XI. 

fbe/e  he  the  Greefes  dime  hy  the  Englijbmen,  to  the  Sonnes  of  Meredjtb 

dp  Owen. 

A^^YlBH  that  the  lUng  lad  gimted  the  QvndeiiieB  their  xmnc  inheritance  of 
Genenrgiyn  and  Creuthyn,  he  contrarie  -to  'xhejpt^ce  diflierited  the  faid  Gentelmen  : 
deoieng  them  all  lawes  and  cuftomei  of  Wales^^and  of  the  countie  of  Caermardhyn. 

s  Tin  fiod-klbg  !ii  tis^dilnrie  erf  Caerdigan  by  his  fiudiaftices  compelled  the  faid 
'C^ntetm^n  lo  give  iui^mont  vpon  thdmfehiei :  where  their  predeceflbrs  neuer  fuiieied 
the  like  of  Englifhmen* 

« 

'3  1*H^  faifl  IttfUees  of  the  king  haite  taken  awaie  the  conrtes  of  the  noblemen 
In  W«l08»  nnd  <dnpelM  the  'people  to  fatislie  -before  them  for  trtfpafles :  when  at 
thby  otf^ht  to  hane  fatitfied'by  the  faid  nobles. 

^,  Wiftftf  a  wrecke  Ihapneth  vpon  anie  of  the  grovads  of  the  noble.  men»  whoie 
Ismceilbcs  'hfad  ^recke^  *they  fliould  have  tke  fame :  jet  the  king  fotbiddeth  them»  and 
Hie 'faid 'king  by  <f6lor  of  that  fliipwrreeke  contrarie  to  their  caftome  and  lawe  did 
condvmnethem  in  eight  markes,  and  tooke  away  all  the  goods  of  the  fliipwztcke. 

5  THii?T  none  of  our  men  of  the  comitie  of  Caerdigan  dare  come  amongft  tha 
Bngliihmen,  for  foaie  of  imprifenment ;  and  if  it  had  not  beene  for  feare  of  hurt,  the 
nobles  would  nener  haae  ftirred. 


No.  XII. 

!Tbe  complaints  of  the  noble  Men  of  StrataJyn,  of  the  TVrongs  and  Greefes 
doone  to  them,  by  Roger  Clifford,  and  Roger  Scrocbill  Deputie  to  the 
faid  Roger  Clifford :  contrarie^  to  the  Priuilege^  lujiice  and  Cuftome  of 
the  faid  noble  Men^  as  they  fate  andprooue. 

WHEN  the  faid  Roger  compelled  the  faid  men  of  Stratylyn  to  glue  them 
(to  hane  their  cnftomes  and  privileges)  twentie  marks  flarling,  and  after  the  paiemenc 
of  the  monie,  they  brake  by  and  by  after  this  fort^  to  put  vpon  tweluemen  according  to 
the  lawes  of  England,  which  was  nener  the  manner  nor  cnHome  of  the  faid  countrie. 

n  Item,  Madoc  ap  Blethyn  was  condemned  in  foure  markes  vniuftlie,  contrkrie  to 
th^  lawes  and  vfe  of  the  countrie. 

8  3  Itiis^ 


3  Inu,  GiOtto  Goch  wai  likasile  condtmud  U  fine  iMvka  m4  fiKfdi^  leafo* 
contrarie  to  the  caftome  of  the  conntrie. 

4  Itim»  the  faid  Roger  tooke  the  kii4<  of  the  iqaii  of  Ae  cowKrie  i»  liirifit: 
and  for  one  fbote  of  a  ftag  found  la  a  dog3  mooth,  thrff  oea  wejPf  %oiM  of  M  Ihit 
they  had« 

5  It£m^  Ithel  ap  Gwyfty  «as  condenmed  ia  a  gceat  fiim  of  amk,  &r  the  liitft  o£ 

his  father  done  fouxtie  yeares  before. 

» 

6  Item,  the  faid  Roger  laid  rpon  va  tlie  ^i^diag  Oif  *aU  th^  S&gUih  fpldioffn^ 
whereof  before  there  was  bat  one  halfe. 

* 

7  Item,  we  were  giaen  to  maifter  Maurice  de  Crany^  and  were  fold  to  Roger 

ClLSord :  which  was«aeoer  ieene  ia  oitrpareats  tiiae* 

8  Item,  the  widow  of  Robert  of  the  Mowld  aiked  of  the  king  the  third  part  of 
the  land  ia  the  Mowld  in  ward  i  whereas  it  was  iudged  before  the  king^  that  the 
£ud  lands  were  neuer  giuen  in  ward. 


N<K  XIIL 

fbefe  he   the  Articles    of  Greefes  doone  to    the  Men  of  Penlhyrty  ly  the: 
Conjiable  of  Heme  Cbamhers  of  the  white  Abhie^  and  his  Men. 

CYNWRIC  AP  M4D0C  was  fpoiled  by  then^  in  jtime  pf  pf;ace,  of  pgl^f. 
pounds  foure  oxen,  come  the  worke  of  one  ploagh  i^  twp  yeare#^  apd  to  the  valpf 
of  three  pound,  of  three  of  his  men,  and  they  had  the  worth  of  xvi.  jK>and  for  the 
(aid  eight  pound,  and  did  beate  him  befides  t  which  was  more  wrong,  fbr  then  he  was 
the  princes  confiable  at  Penlhyn.  And  all  the  caufe  that  they  pretended  to  make  tUs 
%oile,  was  onelie  that  they  faid  they  had  found  fbure  and  tweatie  fheafes  of  tyth  i» 
the  houfe  of  a  feraaat  of  the  faid  Cynwric* 

a  Item,  Adam  Criwr  was  condemned  in  eight  ihillings  eight  pence,,  and  a  mai«^ 
price  twentie  ihillings,  and  was  taken  and  beaten,  for  that  he  had  taken  the  ilealeit 
of  that  mare,  and  brought  him  bound  with,  him,  the  which  theefe  was  forihwitlL 
deliuered. 

5  Iretr,  foFwerthr  ap  Gorgenea  was  condiemned  in  fbure  pound,  for  that  he  had. 
feaped  out  of  their  prifon  in  time  of  the  warres,  and  was  found  in  the  faid  towne  in* 
the  time.of  peace^  and  this  is  dire&lie  againit  the  peace  concluded  betwixt  the  king. 

and  the  Pcinct. 

4  lTaM> 
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4  Item,  CaAaan  Dha  ferutnt  to  the  coaftable  of  P^nUiyn  was  condemned,  bicauie 
ke  would  not  receiue  the  old  monie  for  new. 

5  Item.  Graflfyth  ap  Grono  the  Pnnces  man  was  fpoiled  of  an  oxe,  price  eleiiea 
killings  eight  pehCe,  and  after  that  the  conftable  had  plowed  with  the  faid  oxe  feaea 
monthes,  he  paid  to  the  faid  Gruffyth  for  the  faid  oxe,  three  fliiilings  foore  pence. 

6  Item,  two  feraants  of  one  named  Y  Bongam  were  fpoUed  of  two  poand$»  for 
that  they  tooke  a  theefe  that  robbed  them  by  night,  and  yet  the  theefe  was  deliuered. 

7  Item,  Eneon  ap  Itliel  was  taken,  beaten,  and  fpoiled  of  two  oxen,  price  foare 
and  twentie  (hillings  and  two  pence,  for  this  caufe  onelie,  that  the  faid  oxen  went  from 
one  ftreete  to  an  other  in  the  towne. 

8  Itbm,  Guyan  Mayftran  waa  fpoiled  of  his  monie,  becanfo  a  certeine  merchant 
of  Ardodwy  owed  them  certeine  things,  and  yet  the  faid  merchant  was  not  of  their 
baiUwicke. 


No.  XIV, 
Tb€  Greefes  of  Grono  ap  Heifyn. 

A  TENANT  of  Grono  ap  Heilyn  was  called  to  the  kings  conrt  withoat  anie 
caufe :  then  Grono  came  at  the  date  appointed  to  defend  his  tenant,  and  demanded 
.  iuftice  for  him,  or  the  law  which  the  men  of  his  countrie  did  vfe :  all  this  being  denied, 
the  fiud  tenant  was  condemned  in  feaen  and  twentie  pound,  i.  .4.  ob.  Then  the  faid 
Grono  went  to  London  for  iuftice,  which  was  promifed  him,  but  he  could  neuer  haue 
anie,  where  he  fpent  in  his  ionrnie  fifteene  markes. 

a  A  CEftTEiNE  Gentleman  was  flaine,  who  had  foftered  the  fonne  of  Grono  ap 
Heilyn,  and  he  that  killed  him  was  taken  and  brought  to  Rothlan  caftell :  then  the 
iaid  Grono  and  the  kindred  of  him  that  was  flaine  aiked  iuflice,  but  fome  of  them 
were  imprifoned,  and  the  killer  difcharged.  Then  Grono  went  agaioe  to  London  for 
iuftice,  which  the  king  did  promife  him,  but  he  neuer  had  anie,  but  fpent  twentie 
markes. 

3  Tbb  third  time  Grono  was  faine  to  go  to  London  for  iuftice  in  the  premiftes: 
where  he  fpent  xviij.  markes,  vj.  s.  viij.  d.  And  then  likewife  the  king  promifed  htm 
that  he  fhould  haue  iuftice:  but  when  he  certeinelie  beleeued  to  haue  iuftice,  then  Re- 
ginald Gray  came  to  the  countrie  and  faid  openlie,  that  he  had  all  doings  in  that 
counuie  by  the  kiogs  charters :  and  tooke  away  all  Bailiwicks,  which  the  king  had 
ginen  the  faid  Grono  and  fold  them  at  his  pleafiire:  then  the  faid  Grono  a&ed 
iuftice  of  the  faid  Reginald,  but  he  could  not  be  heard. 

4  Thr 
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4  The  faid  Groiid  tooke  to  farme  for  Ibure  yeares  of  Godfrey  MarHney,  Maynan 
and  Lhysfayn,  then  Robert  Croqner  came  with  hit  hordes  and  armes  to  get  the  faid' 
lands  by  force»  and  for  that  Grono  would  not  faffer  him  ^o  haae  the  faid  laads  before 
his  yeares  came  oot,  he  was  called  to  the  law»  and  then  the  faid  Reginald  Gray  came 
with  xxiiij.  horflemen,  to  take  the  faid  Grono«  And  for  that  they  conld  not  that  dale 
haue  their  porpofe,  they  called  Grono  the  next  daie  to  Ruthlan  :  and  then  Grono  had 
connfell  not  to  go  to  Ruthlan.  Then  they  called  him  againe  to  anfwere  at  Caerwys» 
but  the  faid  Grono  durft  not  go  thither,  but  by  the  condnft  of  the  biihop  of  S.  Afapb» 
ibr  that  Reginald  Gray  was  therie  and  his  men  In  hamefle. 

$  For  thefe  greefes  for  the  which  he  could  get  noinftice,  bnt  laboor  and  etpenfet, 
of  liiij.  markes  an^  more*  and  for  that  he  durft  not  in  his  owne  perfen  go  to  the  court, 
he  fent  letters,  one  to  the  king»  an  other  to  his  brother  Lhewelyn,  to  fignifie  to  the 
long  diat  he  ihould  loofe  all  the  fiinoar  of  the  coontrie,  if  he. kept  no  promife  with 
them,  and  lb  it  came  to  pafle,  becaofe  the  men  of  Ros  and  Eoglefild  could  get  no 
iufticcj  the  king  neglecting  the  coRcfiion  of  thefe  tktngst  loft  the  whole  cottntiie* 


No.  XV. 

JJumhlie  fiefvetb  ic  your  HoUms^  Lord  Arcbhijhop  of  CanturhurU^  Primate 
of  all  England,  the  noble  Men  of  Tegengl :  thai  when  the  faid  noble  Men 
did  their  Homage  to  the  Lord  Edward,  King  of  England,  the  faid  King 
promifed  them  to  defend  them  and  their  Goods  *,  and  that  they  fhould  vfe 
all  Kind  of  Right,  Prinilege,^  and  lurifdi^ion,  which  they  did  vfe  in 
Time  of  King  Henrie,  of  the  Graunt  of  the  faid  King^  whereof  thty  were 
after  fpoiled. 

FIRST  they  were  fpoiled  of  their  right  and  priuileges  and  cuftomes  of  the  countrie: 
and  were- compelled  to  be  iudged  by  the  lawes'of  England^  whereas  the  tenor  of  that 
their  priuilege  was  to  be  iudged  according  to  the  lawes  of  Wales  at  Tref  Edwyn,  at 
Ruthlan,  and  at  Caerwys,  and  the  beft  men  of  the  countrie  were  taken,  bicanfe  they 
defired  to  be  iudged  at  Tref  Edwyn,  according  to  the  tenor  of  their  priuileges,  by  the 
awes  of  Wales. 

2  WHATsoauEv  one  luftice  dooth,  his  fucceifor  dooth  reuerfe  the  fame:  for  in 
Dauids  caafe  Reginald  Gray  reaoked  that,  which  his  predeceftbr  confirmed  and  allowed. 

3  If  he  iootake  anie  Gentleman  of  the  countrie,  he  will  not  let  him  go  vpon  fuertie^ 
which  he  ought  to  doo. 

4  Ip.anie  Gentleman  be  brought  to  the  caftell  of  the  FIynt»  vpon  fmall  accufatiqn,  and 
hU  cattell  withall  i  they  can  neither  be  deliuered,  nor  haue  delaie,  rntijl  they  giue  the 

4  E  cpnftable 
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confiable  an  one,  and  Tntill  they  paic  three  pound  fees  to  Cynw? ic  for  the  haoing  of 
the  delaie. 

5  Reginald  Gray  gaue  the  lands  of  the  men  of  Merton  to  the  Abbot  and  coaent 
of  Baiingwerke^  again il  the  lawes  of  Wales  and  the  coflotne  of  the  countries  and  con« 
trarie  to  the  forme  of  the  peace  betwixt  prince  Lhewelyn  and  the  king  ;  that  k  to  iaie» 

XVI.  Caratatas  terras* 

» 

6  Tat  noble  and  befl  of  the  ^ttntrie  be  ininred,  for  that  the  king  builded  the  caftell 
of  Flynt  vpon  their  ground  :  and  the  king  commanded  the  luftices  to  giue  the  men  as 

^    much  and  u  good  ground  or  the  price.     But  they  are  fpoUed  of  their  iands^  and  haue 
neither  other  lands  nor  monie. 

7  Rboinald  Gray  will  not  fufier  men  to  cut  their  owne  wood*  vntill  hehaoe  bodi 

'  f 

monie  and  ifward,  and  vntiU  they  paie  for  it  alfo ;  but  permitteth  others  to  cut  it  downe 
freelie, ,  which  they  ought  not  to  d^  by  tl^  l^es  and  cuAomea  of  Wales. 

8  Where  the  men  of  Cyrchynan  couenant  with  the  king  to  giue  the  king  halfea 
medow^  of  condition  the  king  fhould  not- fuier  the  woods  to  be  cut  downe,  Howel  ap 
Gruffyth  being  prefent :  yet  Reginald  Gray  hath  broken  the  fame^  permitting  enerie 
jnan  to  cat  their  wopds^  and  ipoilethem  alfo  of  their  medewe. 

9  Th  b  ibnne  of  Cynwric  ap  Grono  was  taken  at  Rnthlan,  and  pat  in  prifon  without 
tnie  caufe  at  all :  neither  would  the  kings  officers  deliner  him,  vnlefle  he  would  redeeme 
the  gage  of  a  certeiae  woman*  far  the  which  he  was  conftrained  to  paie  much  more  than 
the  pawne  laie  for* 

10  When  the  bailifFe  of  Rnthlan  was  at  a  feaH,  Hicken  le  Matle  wounded  a  Gentle- 
man crnellie  in  the  preience  of  the  faid  bailiffe :  by  the  occaiion  of  which  wounds 
Hicken  was  condemned  in  eight  pound*  and  when  he  which  was  hurt  would  haue  de- 
manded the  faid  eight  pound*  he  was  pat  in  prifon  with  Hicken. 

1 1  The  meflengers  of  Reginald  Gray  attempted  an  abforditie  not  heard  of*  requiring 
the  people  of  the  countrle  to  plow  his  ground*  and  fowe  the  fame  :  and  the  meflengers 
were  Cynwric  Says  and  Hicken  Lemayl,  and  the  faid  Cynwric  fware  openlie  before  the 

«  whole  companie*  that  vnlefle  all  men  ihould  plow  Reginald  Grayes  ground,  they  fhould 
ihortlie  repent  it ;  then  the  people  feared  much*  as  in  that  cafe  anie  coniiant  man 
would  feare. 

12  The  heires  of  Tegengl  bought  their  ofices  for  70%.  markes  of  the  king.  But 
afterward  Reginald  Gray  fpoiled  them  of  their  offices  and  monie*  againil  the  lawes  and 
cuilomes  of  England, 

f»  13   SEAViLIt 
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13  SsAVBW  Gmdeiiieii  were  wrengfallie  killed  by  the  Eiigliflinief),  but  at  yet  the 
parents  of  the  Gentlemen  can  haoe  no  amends :  and  though  the  oiFenders  were  taken, 
yet  the  faid  conftable  let  them  go  withont  pnnifhment. 

14  The  conftable  of  Rathlan  kept  two  of  the  kings  foldionrs  in  prifon,  for  that 
they  tooke  an  Engliihm'an,  who  had  wounded  a  man. 

•  All  thefe  things  conteined  in  thefe  articles  are  contrarie  to  the  prrailege^  fibertie 
and  right  of  the  faid  men,  and  contrarie  to  the  lawes  and  cuftomes  of  Wales :  neither 
dare  the  inhabitants  fend  their  complaints  to  the  king  Ibr  feare  of  Reginald  Gray  (which 
feare  anie  conftant  man  might  haoe)  becaufe  the  faid  Reginald  Gray  faid  openiie,  that 
if  he  could  come  by  anie  fuch  their  mefTengers,  he  would  cut  off  their  heads,  as  it  ii 
certeinelie  told  vs  by  one  of  his  counfell :  further  neither  toong  can  expreffe,  nor 
penne  can  iirrite,  how  eoill  the  men  of  Tegengl  hane  beene  ordered. 

HuMBLiB  complaineth  vnto  your  lordfhip,  ray  lord  Archbifhop  of  Cantnrburie  PrU  Lhewelyn 
mate  of  all  England,  Lhewelyn  ap  Gruffyth  ap  Madoc,  of  the  conftable  of  Ofwaldcs  JJ  Miioc* 
CrofTe,  the  king  and  of  the  men  of  that  towne,  who  haue  fpoiled  the  faid  Lhewelyn  of 
the  third  part  of  a  towne  called  Lhedrot,  and  his  fathers  houfe  without  anie  law,  or 
right,  or  cuftome  of  the  coontrie.  Further  the  faid  Conflable  and  his  complices  haue 
againft  the  lawes  and  the  cuilome  of  the  countrie  fpoiled  the  faid  Lhewelyn  of  the 
common  and  pafturage^  which  he  and  His  predecefTors  haue  had  and  vfed  time  out  of 
mind :  and  further  condemned  the  faid  Lhewelyn  for  the  faid  pafture  in  Ixx.  markes. 
And  further  the  king  of  England  granted  certeine  letters  to  a  baftard  called  Gruffyth 
Vachan  of  Cynlhaeth,  to  law  with  the* faid  Lhewelyn  for  hn  whole  lordihip  and  pofTef- 
ions ;  by  the  occafion  of  the  which  letters,  the  faid  Lhewelyn  hath  ipent  two  hundreth 
pound  of  good  moni^. 

At  so  the  faid  Conftable  compelled  the  faid  Lhewelyn  to  (hnd  two  of  his  Gentlemen 
to  him,  whom  when  they  came  to  him  he  caufed  to  be  hanged,  which  Gentlemen  ought 
not  by  right  to  hane  been  hanged,  whofe  parents  had  rather  haue  gioen  him  three 
hundreth  pounds, 

Aptirward  the  faid  Conlhible  imprifOhed  threefcore  of  the  men  of  the  faid  Lhewelyn 
(no  caufe  alledged)  but  that  a  certeine  Page  fpake  a  word  ;  who  could  not  be  deiiuered 
out  of  prifon,  vntil  enerie  of  them  paid  ten  fhillings. 

When  the  men  of  the  faid  Lhewelyn  came  to  the  faid  towne  to  fell  their  oxen,  the 
faid  Conftable  would  caufe  the  beafts  to*  be  driuen  to  the  caftell :  neither  would  he 
reftore  the  beaftes  nor  monie  for  them-  Further,  the  faid  Conftable  andhis  men  tooke 
awaie  the  cattell  of  the  faid  Lhewelyn  from  his  owne  ground,  and  did  their  will 
with  them* 

4  £    2  FURTHfiA 
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FvRTHen  the  kings  lafticei  compelled  the  fiud  Lhewelyn^  contrarie  to  the  law  and 
caftome  of  Wales,  to  deliuer  to  the  £^nne$  of  Eneon  ap  Gruffyth,  acerteine  towne 
iiihich  both  he  and  his  anceftors^  euer  had  held.  The  fud  Conilable  tooke  the  horfle 
of  Lhewelyns  BailiflT:  when  the  faid  Bailiff  owed  him  nothing,  who  could  neuer  get 
his  horiTe  againe,  nor  ante  fatisfaftion  for  it* 

FuRTHBRiiORi  whcQ  the  faid  Lhewelyn  (boald  hane  gone  to  a  towne  called  Caer- 
Iheon  to  appeare  there  as  he  was  appointed,  the  fonnes  of  Graffyth  ap  Gwenwynwyn^ 
and  the  foldiours  of  Roger  Strainge,  by  the  connfell  of  the  faid  Roger,  tooke  the  (aid 
Lhewelyn  and  his  men,  aiid  imprifoned  them,  to  their  great  damage  ;  which  the  faid 
Lhewelyn  would  not  for  300.  pound  ftarling,  who  could  by  no  meanes  be  deliuered, 
Tntill  they  had  found  fufficient  fnerties* 

'  The  Archbifiiop  receiuing  thefe  and  other  articles,  came  to  the  king,  and  requefted 

hhn  to  confider  thefe  wrongs,  and  to  caufe  amends  to  be  made,  or  at  the  leaft  excnfe  the 
Welihmen  hauing  fo  iufl  cauie  of  greefe.  Who  anfwered  that  the  WeKhmen  were  to  be 
excufed :  yet  he  faid  he  was  euer  readie  to  doo  iuftice  to  all  them  that  complained* 
Wherevpon  the  ArchbiOiop  beibught  the  king  againe,  that  the  Welihmen  might  hau^ 
free  accefle  to  his  Grace  to  declare  their  greefes,  and  to  feeke  remedie :  the  king  anfwered 
they  ihould  freelie  come  and  depart,  if  it  ihould  ieeme  that  by  iuftice  they  delerued 
to  depart. 

The  ArchbiAop  hearing  this,  went  and  came  to  the  Prince  of  Wales  in  Snowdon^ 

that  he  might  mooue  him  and  his  brother Dauid,  and  the  other  companie  to  fubmit  them* 

»  felues :  whereby  he  might  incline  the  king  to  admit  them.    Which  after  much  talke 

and  conference  with  the  Archbifliop,  the  Prince  anfwered  that  he  was  readie  to  fubmit 

e^/chMfU     himfelfe  to  the  king,  referuing  two  things:  that  is  to  fay,  his  confcience^  which  he 

to/mi!'^'       ought  to  haue  for  the  rule  and  fafegard  of  his  people  :  and  alfo  the  decencie  of  hia 

a.l>#(«r«iii.    ftate  and  calling.    Which  anfwere  the  Archbifliop  brought,  and  reported  to  the  king. 

At^  the  which  the  king  faid,  that  he  would  not  anie  other  treatie  of  peace,  than 

that  the  Prince  and  his  people  ihould  fimplie  fubmit  themfelues.    But  the  Archbifliop 

(knowing  well  that  the  Welfhmen  would  not  fubmit  themfelues  but  in  the  forme  afoae- 

faid,  or  in  other  forme  to  them  toUerable  and  of  them  liked)  requefled  the  king,  diat 

he  might  haue  conference  in  this  matter  with  all  the  noble  Engliflimen  then  pre&nt : 

who  after  fuch  conference  agreed  all  to  thefe  articles  .following.    The  which  articles  tht 

Archbifiiop  did  (end  in  writing  to  the  Prince,  by  lohn  Wallenfis^ 

« 

No.  XVI. 

The/e  are  ta  be  faid  to  the  Prince  before  his  CeuncelL 

FIRST,  that  of  the  foure  Cantreds  and  the  lands  by  the  king  giuen  to  his  nobles^ 
and  the  Ifle  of  Anglefey,  he  will  haue  no  treatie  of. 

2  Irtu, 
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t  Itbu,  of  the  tenanti  of  tlfe  foure  Cantredi  if  they  will  fubmit  themfeluet,  he 
yarpofeth  to  doo  as  becommeth  a  kings  majeilie :  and  we  verelie  bcleeae  he  will  deale 
with  them  mercifullie,  and  to  that  end  we  will  labour  and  traft  to  obtained- 

3  As  touching  the  lord  Lhewelyn  we  can  hade  none  other  anfwer^  bat  that  he  ihall 
fiibmit  himfelfe  fimplie  to  the  king:  and  we  beleeue  certeinlie  he  will  deale  mercifnllie 
with  him,  and  to  that  end  we  traoell  all  we  can,  and  verilie  beleene  to  be  heard. 


No.  XVIL 
Tbefe  following  are  to  be  Jaid  to  the  Prince  in  Secret. 

F I R  S  T^  that  the  nobilitje  of  England  hane  conceiaed  this  forme  of  faaorable  peace^ 
that  the  lord  Lhewelyn  Ihoold  fubmit  himfelfe  to  the  king:  and  the  king  ihould 
honorablie  prouide  for  him  a  thoufand  pound  ftarltng,  and  fome  honorable  countie  in 
England.  So  that  the  faid  Lhewelyn  would  put  the  king  in  ^uiet  poiTeffion  of  Snowdon  : 
and  the  king  will  prouide  honorablie  for  the  daughter  of  Lhewelyn,  according  to  thp 
fiate  and  condecencie  of  his  owne  blond,  and  to  thefe  they  hope  to  perfuade  the  king* 

a  Item,  if  it  happen  that  Lhewelyn.marrie'a  wife,  and  to  hane  by  hir  anie  hesre 
male,  they  trull  to  intreate  the  king,  that  the  fame  heire  male  and  his  heires  for  euer 
fliall  hane  the  fame  thoufand  pound  and  countie. 

3  Ttbm ,  to  the  people  fubieft  to  the  faid  LS^welyn  the  king  willpromde^  at  becofl|» 
meth  their  eftates  and  condition,  and  to  that  the  king  is  well  inclined.. 


No.  XVIII. 
Tbe/e  are  to  he  Jaid  to  Dauid  Brother  to  Lhewelyn  in  Secret. 

FIRST,  that  if  for  the  honor  of  God  (luxta  debitum  eruds  aflUmptae)  he  will  go 
to  the  holie  land,  he  (hall  be  prouided  for  according  to  his  degree,  b  that  he  doo  not 
returne,  vnlefie  he  be  called  by  the  king :  and  we  truft  to  entreat  the  king,  to  prouide 
for  his  child.  • 

2  And  thefe  things  we  tell  our  felues  to  the  WeUhmen,  that  a  great  deale  greater 
perill  dooth  hang  oner  them,  than  we  told  them  by  mouth  when  we  were  with  themt 
thefe  things  which  we  write  feeme  greeuous^  but  it  is  a  great  deale  more  grepuoua 
to  be  opprefled  with  armes,  and  finallie  to  be  rooted  ont^bicaoie  euerie  daie  more  anct 

more  their  4aoger  dooth  increafe. 

3  Itim* 
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3  Itbm».  it  is  more  kard  to  be  aUvaies  ia  warre,  ia  angaiih  of  mind^  and  danger  of 
fcodie,  alwaies  fought  and  beiieged,  and  ib  to  die  in  deadlie  £nnei  and  contkaall 
rancor  and  dualice. 

4  Item,  we  fe'are  (whereof  we  be  fbrie)  vnlefle  yoa  doo  agree  to  peace«  we  mofi 
Certeinlie  will  aggrauate  the  fentence  Ecciefiailicall  again  ft  yon  for  your  faults :  of  tht 
which  you  can  not  excufe  yourfeluesj  whereas  yee  (hall  find  both  grace  and  mercie.  If 
y6a  will  come  to  peace. 

And  fend  va  yonr  anfwer  of  thefe  in  writing. 


No.  XIX. 

To  the  mofi  reuerend  Father  in  Cbrifi,  the  Lord  John  ly  Gods  Grace 
jlrchbi/hop  of  Canturburie^  and  Primate  of  all  England^  his  obedient 
Sonne  Lbewelyn  Prince  of  fFales  and  Lord  of  Snowdon  fendeth  greeting. 

MOST  hartily  with  all  reaerence  and  honor  we  are  content  and  readie  holie  fiither 
as  you  haue  counfelled  vs,  to  fubmit  our  felues  vnto  the  kings  Grace,  fo  it  be  in  that 
forme  that  Aall  be  fafe  and  honeft  for  ys :  but  becanfe  that  forme  of  fubmiffion  con- 
teined  in  the  articlea  which  were  fent  vnto  us,  is  neither  fafe,  nor  honeft»  as  we  and 
our  councell  do  thinke  (at  the  which  articles  all  men  do  maroell :)  tending  rather  to  the 
deftrudion  of  vs  and  our  people,  than  anie  iecuritie  and  honeft  dealing,  we  may  in  no 
wife  yeeld  our  afient  vnto  it,  and  if  we  fhould  fb  doo,  oor  nobles  and  people  would 
not  agree  to  the  fame,  knowing  the  mifcheefe  and  inconuenience  that  is  like  to  enfqe 
thereof.  NeuerthelefTe,  we  befeech  your  holie  fatherhood,  that  for  the  reformation 
of  a  decent,  honeft  and  firme  peace  (for  the  which  you  haue  taken  fo  great  paines)  you 
do  circumfpe£llie  prouide,  hauing  refped  vnto  the  articles  which  we  fend  vnto  you 
in  writing.  It  is  more  honorable  for  the  king,  and  more  agreeable  to  reafon  that 
we  fhould  hold  our  lands  in  the  countrie  where  wee  dwell,  than  that   wee  (hould  be 

« 

difinherited,  and  our  lands  giuen  to  other  men.    Dated  at  Garth  Qelyn. 


No.  XX- 


The  Anfwer s  of  the  fyelfimen* 


PikST,  though  the  lord  the  king  will  haue  no  treatie  of  the  fourc  Cantreds  of  the 
lands  that  he  gaue  his  nobles,  nor  the  Ifle  of  Anglefcy;  yel  the  frinccs  councell  will  no 
peace  to  be  made,  vnlefle  treatie  be  had  of  them.  For  that  the  foure  Cantreds  be  of 
the  more  tenure  of  the  Prince,  where  alwaies  the  Princes  of  Wales  had  more  right,  finec 

the 
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the  time  of  Camber  the  fonne  of  Brutus  :  Co  that  they  be  of  the  principalitie  of  Wales* 
The  confirmation  of  the  which  the  Prince  obtained  by  Otobonus  the  Popes  legate  in 
England  J  by  the  con  fen  t  of  the  king  and  his  father  :  as  it  doth  appeare  by  the  letters 
patents.  And  more  iuft  and  equall  it  is,  that  our  heires  doo  hold  the  faid  Cantreds  of 
the  king  for  monie  and  yfed  feruice,  than  the  fame  be  giuen  to  ftrangers,  which  abofe 
the  people  by  force  and  power. 

2  All  the  tenants  of  all  the  Cantreds  of  Wales  altogither  doo  faie«  that  they  dare  not 
fabmit  themfelaes  to  thi  king»  to  doo  his  pleafure.  Firft,  for  that  the  king  kept  nei* 
ther  coaenant^  nor  oth,  nor  grant  by  charter  from  the  beginping»  .to  the  Prince  or  his 
people.  Secondlie,  for  that  the  kings  men  doo  crueliie  exercife  tyrannie  towards  the 
Church  and^ Churchmen,  Thirdlie,  that  they  be  not  bound  to  anie  fuch  matter,  feeing 
Aey  be  theTrinces  tenants  :  who  is  readie  to  doo  vfed  and  accuftomed  feruice^  and  to 
obey  the  king«  with  and  by  the  faid  feruice. 

^  3  To  that  which  is  faid,  that  the  Prince  ihonid  iimplie  commit  himfelfe  to  the  kings 
will,  it  is  anfwered,  that  none  of  vs  all  dare  come  to  the  king,  for  the  caufes  aforefaid, 
we  altogither  will  not  fuffer  our  Prince  to  come  in  that  maner.  ^ 

*  4  Item,  where  the  great  men  of  England  would  procure  a  prouifion  of  a  thoufand  ^ 

pounds  a  ycare  in  England  :  let  it  be  anfwered,  that  fuch  prouifion  is  not  to  be  accepted, 
for  that  it  is  procured  by  them,  who  go  about  to  diiinherit  the  Prince  to  haue  his  lands 
in  Wales. 

5  Item,  the  Prince  ought  not  to  difmiAe  his  inheritance,  and  his  predeceflbrs  in 
Wales,  fince  the  time  of  Brutus,  and  confirmed  by  the  fea  apoflolike,  as  is  aforefaid, 
and  to  take  lands  in  England,  where  he  knowech  neither  toong,  maners,  lawes  nor 
cuftoms,  wherein  he  (hall  be  foone  trapped  by  his  neighbours  the  Englilhmen,  his  old 
malicious  enimies,  whereby  he  ihould  lofe  the  land  too. 

6  Item,  feeing  the  king  goeth  about  to  depriue  him  of  his  ancient  inheritance,  it 
is  not  like  that  he  would  fuffer  him  to  poffefTe  lands  in  England,  where  he  claimeth 
no  right ;  feeing  that  ihe  princes  lands  in  Wales  of  his  owne  inheritance  is  but  barren 
aind  vntilled,  it  is  leffe  like  the  king  would  fuffer  him  to  enioie  good  fertile  ground  in 
Bngland. 

7  Item,  the  Prince  fhonld  gioe  the  king  pofieffion  ofSnowdon  for  euer.  Let  it 
be  anfwered,  that  feeing  that  Snowdon  is  of  the  appurtenances  of  the  principalitie 
of  Wales,  which  the  Prince  and  his  predeceflbrs  held  fince  the  time  of  Brnte  (as  it  is 
before  faid)  his  councell  will  not  fuffer  him  to.  renounce  that  place,  and  to  uke  in  Eng- 
land a  place  lefle  du^vnto  him. 

'8  Item,  the  people  of  Snowdon  doo  faie,  that  although  the  Prince  wodld  giue  the 
king  poflefiion  of  it,  yet  they  would  neucr  doo  homaige  to  ftnuagers  :  of  whofe-  toong, 

maners> 
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snaners,  and  lawes  they  (hould  be  ignorant.  For  fo  they  fiiould  be  foreoer  captiued 
and  cruellie  handled,  as  the  Cantreds  haae  beene  by  the  kings  bailiffet  aad  other  the 
kings  men  handled  more  craellie  than  Sarracens,  as  it  dooth  well  appeare  by  the  notes 
cf  their  greefet«  which  the  men  of  the  Cantredt  fent  to  yoa  hoUe  father. 


No.  XXI. 

^hefe  are  to  be  an/wered  for  Dauid,  the  Princes  Brother^ 

IV  H  E  N  he  it  difpofed  to  fee  the  holie  land,  he  will  doo  it  for  Gods  fake  volantarilie^ 
not  by  fuch  inforcement  againft  his  will ;  ibr  he  intendeth  i^ot  to  go  on  pilgrimage  after 
that  fort.  Bicaufe  he  knoweth  enfiwced  feraice  not  to  pleafe  God  ;  ^nd  if  he  hereafter 
(hall  for  denotion  fee  the  holie  land^  that  is  no  awfe  for  eoer  to  diilnheric  his  offiipring^ 
bot  rather  to  reward  them* 

And  for  that  neither  the  Prince  aor  kis  people,  fbr  coantrie  nor  for  gainet,  did 
mooue  warre,  innading  no  mans  lands,  but  defending  their  owne  lands,  lawes,  and 
liberties ;  and  that  the  king  and  his  people  of  inoeterate  hatred,  and  for  covetoafnci 
to  get  onr  lands  inaading  the  fame,  mooned  warre :  wee  therefore  fee  oar  defenfe  it 
iuft  and  lawful],  and  herein  wee  trnft  God  i^ill  helpe  vs,  and  will  tame  his  renenge 
Tpon  deftroiers  of  churches ;  who  haue  root^  vp  and  bnrned  churches,  and  taken  out 
both  all  fecraments  and  facred  things  from  them,  killing  preefts,  clarkes,  religious,  lame, 
dombe,  dea^,  yonglings  fucking  their  mothers  paps,  weake  and  impotent,  both  maa 
and  woman,  and  committing  all  other  enormities,  as  partlie  it  appeareth  to  yonr  holi- 
nefle.  Wherefore  God  forbid  that  your  holineiTe  (hould  fulminate  fentence  againft  anie, 
but  fuch  as  hath  doone  fuch  things.  We  who  haue  fuffered  all  ihefe  things  at  the 
kings  officers  hands,  doo  hope  at  your  hands  remedie  and  comfort ;  and  that  you  will 
punifli  fuch  church  robbers  and  killers,  who  can  defend  themfelues  no  waies,  leaft  their 
impunitie  be  caufe  and  example  for  others  to  do  the  like.  Uerie  manie  in  our  conntrie 
iloo  much  maruell  that  you  counfelled  vs  to  leaue  our  owne  land,  and  to  go  to  an  other 
mans  lands  among  our  enimies  to  Hue :  for  feeing  we  cannot  haue  peace  in  our  owne 
land,  which  is  our  owne  right,  much  lefle  fliould  we  be  quiet  in  an  other  mans,  amongft 
oi^  enimiest  And  though  it  be  hard  to  liue  in  warre  and  perill,  harder  it  is  to  be 
Ytterlie  deftroied  and  brought  to  nothing  :  e/peciallie  for  chriftians,  feeking  elfe  nothing 
but  to  defend  our  owne,  being  by  neceffitie  driuen  therevnto,  and  the  greedje  ambitioa 
of  onr  enimies. 

And  your  holineife  told  vs,  that  yon  had  fulminated  fentenct  againft  all  that  fbr 
hatred  or  gaines  doo  hinder  the  peace.  And  it  appeareth  euidentlle  who  doo  war  for 
thefe  caofes,  the  feare  of  death,  the  feare  of  imprifonment,  the  feare  of  perpetuall 
prifon,  the  feare  of  dilinheriting,  no  keeping  of  promife,  couenant,  grant,  nor  charter, 

tyrannical! 


E      N 
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tyrannicall  dominion^  and  manie  more  like  compell  vs  to  be  in  warre,  and  this  we  fhew 
to  God  and  to  yonr  lordfliip,  deiiring  yoar'^odlie  and  charitable  helpe. 

FuaTHBRMORKy  if  anie  in  England  baue  offended  the  king  (as  manie  doo  offend 
him)  yet  none  of  them  be  difinherited :  Co  if  anie  of  vs  haue  offended  the  king«  let  him 
be  puniihed  and  make  fatisfadion,  as  he  maie,  without  exhereditating.  As  we  truft  in 
you^  we  praie  yon  holie  Father  to  labour  to  this  end.  If  they  laie  to  vs  that  we  breaks 
the  peace,  it  appeareth  eaidentlie  that  they  and  not  we  breake  the  fame,  who  neuer  kept 
promife,  nor  coaenant,  nor  order,  made  anie  amends  for  trefpaffes,  nor  remedie  for 
oar  complaints. 
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SCIATIS  qnod  cum  Lewelinus  princeps  de  Aberffraw  &  dominus  Snawerden, 
nobis  concefferit  &  firmiter  promiferit,  quod  ftabit  pronifioni  venerabiliom  patrum  Re-  * 
dalphi  Ciceftrenfis  epifcopi  8c  cancellarii  noftri,  &  Alexandri  Conventrenfis  &  Lichfield 
epifcopi,  ie  dileflorum  6c  fidelium  noftrorum  Richard!  Mareichalli  comitis  Pembroch, 
Joannis  de  Lafcy  comitis  Ltncolniae  Sc  conftabularri  Celbise>  Stephani  de  Segrave  Jufti- 
ciarii  noflri  Anglise,  St  Radulphi  filii  Nicholat  Senefchalli  noftri,  una  cum  Idnevet 
Senefchallo  ipfius  Lewelini  Sc  Werrenoc  fratre  ejus,  Imano  Vachan  8c  David  Clerico, 
quam  ipfi  fa^uri  funt  fuper  coogruis  emendis  nobis  faciendis,  de  omnibus  exceilibus 
nobis  8c  nollris,  ab  eo  &  fuis  fa^is  &  de  rellitutione  nobis  8c  hominibus  noftris  facienda 
de  omnibus  terris  8c  poiFeinonibus  noAris  8c  ndftrorum  per  ipfum  Lewelinum  8c  Wallenfes 
occupatis,  occafione  Werrx.  inter  nos  8c  ipfum  motas;  flmal  etiam  de  recipieiida  relli- 
tutione a  nobis  8c  noftris,  de  omnibus  terris  ipfius  Lewelini  8c  hominum  fuorum  per  nos 
8c  noflros  occupatis,  occafione  Werras  praedidae,  8c  de  affignando  David  filio  ipfius 
Lewelini  8c  Ifabells  uxori  ejus  primogenitse  filias  &  haereredis.  Gullielmi  de  Breus,  ra- 
tionabili  portlone  ipfam  Ifabellam  contingente,  de  terris  quae  fuerunt  proedidi  Gullielmi 
partis  fui,  8c  de  refufione  pecuniae  nobis,  facienda,  pro  praedidlis  exceilibus  congrue  emen- 
dandis  8c  portione  praedifia  afOgnanda ;  provifa  tamen  fuper  hoc  ab  eifdem  fufficiente 
fecuritate  de  fideli  feruitio  nobis  praeilando  8c  de  tranquilitace  nobis  8c  regno  noflro 
Aogliae,  obfervanda.  Ita  quod  dampnum  vel  periculum,  nee  ilobis  nee  regno  noflro 
inde  poflit  evenire.  £c  fi  pendente  provifione  praedida,  aliquid  de  novo  emerferit  eman* 
dandum,  idem  Lewelinus  voluerit  8c  conceflirit,  qnod  per  prxdiflos provifores  emendetur. 
Nos  provifionem  eorondem  quam  fadori  funt  fuper  omnibus  praemiflis,  gracam  haberaus 
8c  acceptam  pro  nobis,  8c  noflris  ficut  prxfatas  Lewelinus  pro  fe  8c  fuis  8c  in  hujus  rei 
teflimontum  has  literas  paten tes  inde  fieri  fecimus.  Telle  me  ipfo  apud  Salop  feptimo 
die  Decembris  8c  decimo  feptimo  anno  regni  nollri. 
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Rex,  &c. 

L£W£LINO  priocipi  de  Aberfraw  faluten.  Sciatii  qaod  recipimas  in  gntiai» 
Doftram,  Gilbertam  Marerchallum  8c  omnes  qui  fatrunt  imprifii  Richardi  MartfehaUi 
tarn  de  Anglia  qoam  de  Wallia  qai  ad  pacem  noftram  venire  volaenint  9c  eis  reddrdiaot 
Omnct  terras  ic  tenementa  fua  qaae  de  nobis  tenuerant,  $c  de  qaibus  difiefiu  fueniac 
occafione  gnerrae  mots  inter  nos  Sc  pnedidum  conitem,  9c  nobis  remanent  qnicu  qos* 
cnnqne  fuper  nos  &  nofiroe  per  prsKlidam  comitem,  vel  fuos  imprifios  occnpau  focrunt 
qoz  vobis  doximas  fignificanda.  Volentes  quod  vobis  innotefcant  que  penes  nos 
a6la  funt  in  hac  parte,  &  qaia  per  veaerabilem  patrem  Edmondam  Cantnarienfem 
nrchiepifcopam  9c  co-epifcopos  foos  captae  fiint  treogae  inter  nos  &  vos  fab  firma  ipe 
tratUndi  de  pace  inter  nos  9c  vos  formanda  9e  Ibrtios  firmanda.  Mittimns  propter 
hoc  pnediAna  archiepifcopom  9e  venerabiles  patres  Alexandrum  Coyentreniem  9c 
licbfieldeniem  9c  Henricam  Roflenfem  co-eptfcopos  fuos  ad  partes  marchi« ;  ita  quqd 
ermt  apud  Salop  die  Lunae  in  crafHno  fandtae  triniutis :  et  rogamus  vos  qaatenus 
licat  noilram  defideratis  amicitiam  non  omittatis  quin  in  craftino  die  Martis  loco  tnto 
9e  competent!,  qoem  pracdidus  archiepifcopus  yobos  iignificabit  ipfi  archiepiicopo  9c 
co-epifcopus  fuis  occuratis  ad  tradatnm  cum  eis  habendum  fuper  praemiflis.  In  quorum 
etiam  ore  quaedam  quae  non  doximus  fcripto  commendanda  pofuimus  vobis  plenius  ex* 
ponenda;  rogantes  quatsnns  ficut  decet  taliter  ea  quae  reformationem  pads  reipiciunc 
ic  qux  ipii  plenius  in  hac  parte  vobis  expHcabunt  andire  cum  efFedu  9c  eifdem  ad- 
qniefcere  vtlitis,  quod  non  ftet  per  vos  quin  firmum  9c  ftabile  pacts  vinculum  inter  nos 
9c  vos  roboretur  ad  noilrum  paiiter  9c  veftrum  commodum  9t  honorem* 


Rex,  9tc. 

DILECTO  9c  fideli  fuo  Rkhardo  camiti  Cornubise  9c  Piaaviae  falutem.  Sciatis 
quod  treugae  captae  funt  inter  nos  9c  Lewelinum  principem  de  Aberfraw  per  venerabilem 
patrem  Edmnndum  archiepiicopum  Cantuarienfem  9c  epifcopos  fecum  adjuntos  9c  quoi^ 
dam  alios  fideles  noftros  propter  hoc  ad  partes  Walliae  deftinatos  duraturse  a.fefto- 
Sandi  Jacohi  anno  regni  nodri  decimo  odavo  ufque  in  daos  annos  fequentes  in  hac 
Ibrma.  Quod  omnes  injuriae  9c  damnae  hiuc  inde  fada  infra  ultimam  treugam  captam 
per  venerabilem  patrem  Henncum'Roffeofemepifcopum  in  media  quadregiffima  proximo" 
praeterita  per  didatores  ejufdem  treugae  emendabuntur,  quod  omnes  terrae  hinc  inde 
occupatae  per  uliimam  guerram  motamy  reAitHcntur  his  quibus  poftea  iint  oblatae,. 
homines  eiiam  illi  qui  hinc  inde  recelTerint  a  fidelitaie  dominorum  fuorum  9e  (e 
tenuerunt  ex  parte  adverfa  libere  revercaniMr.  Ita  quidem  quod  durantibus  treugis 
pra:didis  in  nullo  occaflonabuntur  nee  aliquid  dampni  vel  mali  eis  fiet  occafione 
praedida.  Adjedum  t&.  etiam  in  eadem  provifione  treugarum  ;  quod  fi  vos  9c  diledas 
9c  fidelis  nofler  Radulphus  de  Thorny  nolueritis  fub  eiidem  treugis  comprehendi  bene 
placebit  eidem  Lewelino.  Sin  autem  nihUomious,  quod  ad  nos  9c  alios  fideles  noftros 
eas  firmicer  obfervabit^  £t  fub  tali  conditione  quod  fi.  forte  tenere  noa  velleiis 
contra  vos  fe  defendet.    Ita  quod  contra  ipfum  9c  de&nfionem  fuam  nullum  vobis. 

faciemus 
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faciemos  nee  facere  poterimui  per  nos  vel  per  allqoem  de  marchia  vel  alittm  interim 
confiliam  vel  auxilium  ad  ipfam  gravandoin>  &  taliter  funt  creug»  prsedida  ex  parte 
ipfios  Lewelini  jorataB  &  afiecnratae  8c  in  adventu  praedi^  archiepifcopi  ad  nos  fimiliter 
ex  parte  nofira  eas  >arari  faciemus  Sc  aflecurari,  &  ideo  vobis  mandamns  firmiter 
injongentea,  qoadnos  praedidis  treagis  fine  difficultate  aliqua  adguiefcentes  eas 
teneatia  &  ex  parte  veftra  eas  teneri  faciatis.  Quia  modis  omnibus  volumus  quod 
eas  teneatii  8c  firmirer  obfcrvetis.  Quid  aatem  inde  facere  propofueritis  aperte  re- 
iponfiim  reftrum  nobis  fub  feftinatione  fcire  faciatis.  Telle  rege  apud  Weftmonafterium 
tricefimo  die  Jnnii. 

Radolphus  Herefordenfif  epifcopus,  decanns  Herefordias,  Walterus  de  Clifford 
8c  Walterus  de  Bello  Campo  iterum  conftituti  font  diftatores  emendarum,  facien* 
darum  8c  recipiendarum  de  interceptionibos  faifUs,  ut  dicitur  Lewelino  principi  de 
Aberfrawy  &c.  et  Morgand  de  Carleon  quoad  caftrnm  Carieon  8c  eiidem  didUtoribus 
aflbciati  funt  prior  de  Wenloc  8e  Joannes  excraneus  8c  debenc  convenire  in  craflino  clauii 
Pafcbse  apud  vadum  de  Montg^ery  ad  confequendum  quod  priore  die  ad  hoc  conilituto 
debnifTet  fuiflb  executum.  *  Tefte  rege  apud  Northamton  fexto  die  Martli. 


REX  omnibus  ad  quod  praefcntes  liters  pervenerint.  Sciatis  quod  conceffinuis 
bona  fide  8c  fine  malo  ingenio  8c  ratas  babemus  et  gratas  treugas  captas  apud 
Theokfburiam  die  Veneris  in  fefto  Sandli  Bcnedidli»  anno  regni  noilri  vicefimo  per 
venerabilem  patrem  Edmund um  Cantuarienfem  archiepifcopum  inter  nos  et  omnes 
homines  et  imprifios  noftros  apertos  ex  una  parte,  et  Lewelinum  principem  de 
Aberfraw  et  dominum  de  Snaudan  et  omnes  homines  et  imprifios  fuos  apertos  tam 
Wallenfes  quam  alios  ex  alia  parte  duraturos  a  fefio  Sandi  Jacobi,  anno  eodem  ufque 
in  unum  annum  completum.  Ita  fcilicetquod  tam  nos  et  noilri  quam  prsdidus  Leiveli- 
nu3  et  fui  fimns  in  eifdem  terris  et  tenementis,  hominibus  et  homagiis  in  xjuibns  fu**mus 
praediAo  die  captionis  treugarum  iftarum.  Salva  Morgano  de  Carleon  reHitutione 
fua  tam  de  terris  quam  de  bonn  et  mobilibns  fuis  quae  comes  Gilbertus  Marefchallas 
occuparerat,  fuper  eum  infra  treugas  alias  inter  nos  et  ipfum  Lewelinum  ultimo 
captas.  Siqnid  autem  interim  fuerit  foris  fa£lum  per  captionem  terrarum  vel  caftro- 
rum  vel  bonorum  mobilium  et  manifeftum  de  captione  terrarum  vel  caiborum  illorum 
terrx;  et  caftra  ilatim  reddantur  non  expeflata  aliqua  corredione  emendatorum 
treugx,  fed  de  bonis  mobilibus  ita  captis  per  ipfos  corredores  fiant  emendae,  treugis 
nihilominus  durantibus  in  fua  firmitate  in  forma  prasdidta.  Ita  quod  hinc  inde  nulla 
naimia  capiantur  pro  aliqua  interceptione  fa£la  infra  treugas  iftas  de  bonis  mobilibus, 
nee  pro  aliqua  contentione  ante  captionem  hnjus  treugs  orta,  fed  per  ipfos  corredtores 
fiant.     Nullus  etiam  receptet  in  potefiate  fua  imprifios  alterius  inde  emendae  ficut 

Iraedidlum  efl  durantibus  treugis.  Nullum  etiam  cafirum  novum  firmetur  in  marchia 
el  dirutum  reficiatur  durantibus  treugis^  et  terrae  fiiu  communes  fecundum  formam 
treugarum  quae  ultimo  captae  fuerunt  inter  nos  et  ipfum  Leweliuum.  Juraverunc  autem 
in  animam  nofiram  ex  parte  noflra  in  banc  treugam  bona  fide,  et  fine  malo  ingenio 
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fideliter  obfervandam  afque  ad  praediftum  terminam  dili&i  et  fideles  noftri -Henricas  d« 
Aldithely.  Joannes  Leflrange  et  Henricas  de  Stafford,  in  cojaa.  Sec.  Tefte  me  ipib 
apud  Theokefburiam,  undecimo  die  Julii,  anno  tegiii  noftri  vicefimo. 

SciANT  prxfentes  et  fatori,  quod  ita  convenit  inter  dominum  Henricam  regem 
Angliac'llluilrein  ex  una  parte,  et  David  filiam  Leweltni  qoondam  principis  Norwalli« 
et  dominum  de  Aberfraw  ex  altera,  apud  Glonceftriam  die  Martis  proximo  ante  feftum 
Sandli  Dunftanni,  anno  regni  ipiiuf  regis  vicefimo  qoarto,  de  bomagiu  ipfina  David 
quod  ipfe  oiierrebat  eidem  domino  regi  pro  jure  fuo  NorwalltaB  et  de  terrts  qnat 
baronet  ipfias  domini  regis  fcilicet  Gnffinus  filius  Wennowan  et  alii  barones  domini 
xegis  petebant  verAis  ipfum  David  ut  jura  fua  excepu  de  monte  alto  fecondom  qaod 
continetur  in  fcripto  nuper  confedo  apud  cmcem  Griffini  per  Senerchallot  domini 
regis,  quae  ad  praefens  excipitnr  ab  arbitrio,  falvo  tamen  in  poftemm  jure  fenefcbaUi 
Ceftriae  in  terra  ilia  fi  quod  habent.  Scilicet,  quod  praedidus  dominas  rex  cepit 
bomagium  pnefati  David  de  praedidU)  jure  fuo  Norwalliasj  et  quod  urn  idem  dominoa 
rex  pro  praefatls  baronibus  fuis  de  confcenfa  eornndem  qnam  prsfttus  David  pro  fe  et 
fuis  et  haeredibus  eornm  Aiper  omnibus  terris  praedidis  fe  fubmiferunt,  arbitrio  venera* 
biliom  patrum  Ottonis  Sandti  Nicolai  in  carcere  Tulliano  diaconi,  cardinalis  apoftolici 
fedis  legati;  Wigorniae  et  Noriveci  epifcoporum,  et  nobilis  viri  Richardi  comitis 
Pi£laviae  et  Comubiae,  iiratris  ipfius  domini  regis,  et  Joabnis  de  Monemue  ex  parte 
Jpfius  domini  regis,  et  venerabilis  patris  epifcopi  de  Sandto  Afaph  Idnevet  Vaghan, 
Eynguan  Vaghan  ex  parte  praefati  David.  Ita  quod  quomodo  libet  ab  ipfis  omnibus 
vel  a  majori  parte  corundem,  fupcr  praemiiliis  fucrit  arbitratum,  utraqae  pars  ipforum 
ftabit  arbitrio  et  illud  in  perpetuam  firmiter  obfervabit;  et  ad  haec  fideliter  fine  fraude 
fervanda  GuHelmus  de  Cantelupo  dc  praecepto  regis  juravit  in  animam  ipfius  regis  et 
idem  David  in  propria  perfona  fua  corporate  praeftitit  facramentum.  Et  infuper  fe 
fubmiferunt  jurifdiAioni  et  inordinationi  praefati  domini  legati  quamdiu  in  Anglia 
legatFonis  fungatur  ofHcio,  nt  partem  contra  praemifia  venientem  per  cenfuram  ecclefi- 
aflicam  modis  omnibus  qnibus  melius  viderit  expedite,  tam  ad  pracdidlum  arbitrium 
cbfervandum  quam  ad  tranfgrefiionem  contra  illud  perpetratam  emendandam  valeat 
QOtrctre,  ordine  juris  obfervato.  Dum  umen  idem  David  vel  fui.  fi  forfitan  contra 
pfaedi6la  venire  prefumpferint  prius  coram  dido  domino  legato  vel  aliquibns  aliis  ad 
hoc  ab  ipfb  deputandis  et  partibus  merito  non  fufpedis  in  confinio  marchiae  loco  eidem 
David  et  fuis  tuto  legitime  communicantur,  fi  ad  hoc  vocati  venirent :  vel  fi  legitime 
irocati  Don  venerint  pro  contumacibus  habeantur  nifi  rationabile  et  fufHciens  habeant 
impedimentum,  finito  vero  praediftae  legationis  officio  fub  forma  prefcripta  et  coher* 
ctoni  et  jurifdidioni  domiili  Cantoarienfi  archiepifcopi  et  fuccefifbrum  fuorum  et  ecclefise 
Cantuarienfis  fe  partes  przdiA»  fubmiferunt.  Et  fciendum  quod  per  banc  pacem 
remanent  domino  regi  et  haeredibus  fuis  omnia  homagia  baronum  Wallias  quieta^ 
et  remittuntur  omnia  incendia,  homicidia,  et  alia  mala  tam  ex  parte  Anglicorum  quam 
Wallenfium  perpetrata ;  ita  quod  ad  invicem  plene  reconcilientur.  Salvo  praefati 
David  jure  fuo,  fi  quod  habet  in  aliis  terris.  Et  fi  forte  aliquis  praedidlorum  arbi- 
trorum  ante  hoc  arbitrium  completum  in  fata  decefierit,  vel  per  impedimentum 
•    rationabile  prxdiAo  arbitrio  faciendo  non  pofiit  intereffe;  alius  k>co  fuo  fubflitnetnr  qui 
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aeatri  partium  merito  fufpe^^as  habeatur:  ad  hoc  pra»fati  epifcoptis  de.SaoAo  Afapli 
Idnevet  et  Ignan  et  Griffinas  filias  Rotherich  praeftitemtit  facramentom,  quod  quaacum 
in  eis  e&,  prsdi£ta  fideliter  obferyabont  et  ab  iplb  David  et  fuis  modis  omnibas  quibua 
poterunc^  facient  obfervari :  ad  majorem  aatem  hajus  rei  fecuritatem  fadum  eft  hoc 
icriptum  inter  ipfos  regem  et  David  in  modo  chirograph!.  Ita  quod  parti  remanent^ 
penes  ipfam  aomiQam  rqgem  appofitum  eft  figillum  ipfius  ana  cum  figillo  praedidorum 
epifcopi  de  Sando  Afapho  Idnevet,  Ignan  et  Griftini,  et  parti  penes  ipfum  David 
remanenti  appofitum  eft  figilum  domini  regis  :  his  ttftibus  venerabilibus  patribas  Ottone 
Sandi  Nicolai  in  carcere  TuUiano  diacono>  cardinal!  apoftoUcse  fedis  legato ;  Waicero 
Eboracenfi  archiepifcopo,  Waltero  Careleolenfi,  Waltero  Wygornenfi.  et  Gulielmo 
Norwicenfi  epifcopis;  Richardo  comite  Pidaviae  et  Cornubis  fratre  domini  regis* 
Venerabili  patre  epifcopo  de  Sand»  Antando;  fenefchallis  noftris  Joanne  extraneo* 
Edenyfet  Watham,  Griffino  ftlio  Rothench>  David  archidiacon  de  Saada  Afaph 
etaliis. 


ReXj  Sec* 

DAVID  filio  Lewelini  falutem.  Bene  recolimns  qaaliter  nos  vobis  nuper  in 
mandatis  dedimus*  quod  coram  nobis  apud  Wigorniam  compareretis  ad  providendom 
arbitros  qui  loco  eorum  qui  primo  ad  hoc  eledi  fuerint  et  qui  ad  partes  receflerunt 
tranfmarinasj  Juftitiam  fecundum  formam  pacis  inter  et  vos  provife  Singulis  con« 
qutrentibus  exhibercnt ;  et  in  arbitrio  praedido  fecundum  formam  debitam  procederent 
et  iimiliter  ad  juftitiam  recipiendam  de  portione  uxorem  veftram  cootingence  de  haeredi- 
tate  fua  :  et  fimilitar  ad  ftandum  redo  fuper  his  de  quibas  fenefchallus  de  monte  alto  et 
aliis  de  vobis  funt  conquefti.  £t  quia  ad  diem  et  locum  vobi^  prxfixos  non  accefiiftis^ 
fed  liceras  veftras  nobis  miiiftis;  continentes  quod  tres  ex  veflris  ad  nos  loco  veftro 
deftinaftis»  ex  quibus  cantum  nnus  ad  nos  acceOit  qui  ad  prxmiJa  adimplenda  nullam 
poteftatem  habuit;  unde  quibufdam  ex  noflri$  vifum  fuerat  quod  hoc  malitiofe  et  at 
fubterfugium  quaereretis  per  vos  fadum  fuit*  Nos  lamen  hoc  non  credentes  fed  hdeii- 
tatem  veftram  adhuc  magis  probare  volentes,  vobis  mandamus  in  fide  qua^ nobis 
teneminiy  praecipiendo  quatinus  omni  occaftone  poftpoiita  perfonalitcr  compareatis  apud 
Salopi  die  dominica  ante  dominicam  palmarom  coram  fidcHbus  noftris  quos  illuc  dux- 
erimus  tranfmittendos  ad  confentiendum  in  perfonas  certas,  ad  procedendam  in  arbitria 
pnedido  loco  eorum  qui  ad  partes  tranfmarinas  recefterunt  et  ad  faciendum  in  eodemt 
arbitrio  id  quod  adhuc  reilat  faciendum  ;  et  ad  recipiendum  juftitiam  de  portione 
oxorem  veftram  de  hacreditate  fua  contingente  et  ad  ftandum  redo  (enefchallo  CeftrJas 
et  aliis  de  vobis  conquerentibus.  Quod  ft  perfonaliter  ad  hoc  faciendum  venire  non 
poffitis  tales  loco  veftro  mittatls  qui  plenam  poteftatem  habeant  haec  omnia  nomine 
veftro  faciendi.  Nos  enim  vobis  et  veftris  per  eos  quos  ibidem  mittimus  aut  per  nofmet 
ipfos  falvum  et  fecurum  provider!  faciemus  condudum.  Tefte  rege  apud  Wddeftoek 
decimo  nono  die  Februarii. 

Anko  domini  miltefimo  ducentefimo  qnadrageft mo.  primo,  die  dominica  proximo 
ante   inventioncm  &nda&  crucis  afllgaata,  David  £lio  Lewelini  quondam   principis 
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NerwalKs  ct  mafduoBtboi  ad  confentiendain  in  trlntrot  fuftitnendos  toco  Abfentioai  et 
ad  faciendam  ct  recipiendaai  juftitiam  iecondam  fbrmain  padt  coDventc  inter  domiaDm 
regem  et  diAtun  Dand  comparoit  Thadios  fenefehailnt  ipfios  Davids  canceUarios  et 
Phillippof  fliai  Ibor  dmcnt  ex  parte  DaWd  procvratores ;  oftendentet  literaa  ipfiot 
David,  io  qaibns  diAus  David  promittebat  fe  ratnin  habitonim  qnioqoid  per  ipibs  fieret 
fecandam  formam  padf  fapradi^ae,  Raditlpkos  vero  de  mortoo  mart  et  Rogenn 
lenefcballns  Ceftris  et  Griifinos  pro  fe  et  aliis  marcbionibiu  coaiparoemnt ;  peteatea 
xnftanter  qood  fecondoni  diAa  teftiuai  prododorum  coram  domino  Stepbano  de  Segrave^ 
et  coDJadicibut  fnif  vicem  domini  regit  gerentibns  apod  Salop  eifdem  exbiberetnr 
joftitis  complementam.  Sed  contra  procaratores  pne^ti  David  aflerebaat  diAot  reftes 
non  eilb  receptos  fecondnm  formam  pads.  Qpare  fecund um  di^  eomm  noa  dicebat 
nee  poterat  judicari.  Tandam  continaata  die  et  altercatione  magna  fnper  boc  et  aliit 
babiuu  inter  partes,  forma  pacit  pnedifiae  prododa  in  medio  vi&qne  et  perfeQa  loco 
abfentiom  arbitrorom  fcilicet  domini  Ottonis  Sandi  Nicbolai  in  carcere  Tuiliano 
diaconi  cardinalis,  domini  Papae  quondam  legati  in  Anglia  Wigomenfis  et  Norwicenfis 
epifcoporum  fubrogati  font  per  dominom  regem  de  confenfu  didorum  procuratornm 
epifcopai  Coventrenfis,  Joannes  iilius  Galfridi  et  Herebertns  £lios  Matthxi,  et  Wal- 
terus  de  Clifford  :  quibns  data  cSt  eadem  poteftas  qnam  baberent  abfentes  fi  praefentes 
eiTent  iccundom  formam  pacis  praedidae  et  affignata  eft  dies  partibus  a  die  Pentecoftes 
proximo  in  onnm  menfem  apud  pontem  de  Maneford  ultra  Salop  ad  probanda  bine  inde 
five  per  produdos  teftes ;  non  obftante  prbdudione  jam  £sida  per  alios  et  qooltbet 
probationis  genere  five  per  inftromenta,  five  alio  modo  que  volneront  et  fibi  noveriat 
expedienda ;  et  ilia  die  dabitur  alia  ad  jadidum  audiendam  fecundum  probau  coraan 
eifdem  arbitris  juxta  formam  pacis  fuperius  praelibatae* 


Rex,  &c, 

DAVID  filio  Lewelini  quondam  prindpis  Norwalliae  falutem.  Ex  certa  qaorundam 
relatione  didicimus  quod  vos  contra  juramentum  nobis  prxititnm  quofdam  fratres 
Griffini  filit  Madoc  et  etiam  quofdam  homines  noftros  de  Keri,  qui  homagta  nobis 
fecerunt  vobis  confcederatis  et  ab  obfcquio  et  fidelitate  noflra  fubtraxiflis  et  fratres 
pratdidi  GriiEni  contra  nos  in  terra  veilra  rcccptatis.  Trcs  quidcm  de  fenefchallis 
veHris  in  fnccurfum  eorum  qui  expagnant  diledum  c  fidclcm  noftrum  Radulphum  de 
mortuo  mari  deftiuaflis  caxles  et  incendia  per  vos  et  veflros  in  terra  fua  et  terris  alio- 
rum  fidelium  committendo,  terras  etiam  qua;  in  curia  noflra  abjudicate  fuerunt  Oiveno 
^aghan  et  nepotibus  fuis>  eis  contra  juflitiam  deforciatis,  non  permittentes  quod 
exccutio  fiat  de  his  qu^  in  curia  noflra  funt  confiderata*  Quandam  etiam  navem 
Ceftriae  quae  in  poteAate  veftra  applicuit  cartata  blado  et  aliis  vidualibus  areflari  feciflis 
per  vos  et  geotem  veftram,  in  nullo  his  quorum  bladum  et  vi6lualia  fuerint  inde  fatis- 
f;icientcs  fuper  quibus  non  modicum  admiramur  et  movemur ;  et  multo  fortius  quod  cum 
nupcr  mi5iJ*-mus  nuntios  vcftros  folempncs  ufque  Salop,  utpote  vcnerabilem  patrem 
(icnricuii)  Coventrenfem  et  Lichfieldenfem  epifcopum,  et  diledos  et  fideles  noftros 
>j'ir.ri(>m  fJium  Galfridi,  et  Henricum  de  Aditheleg  paratos  ad  emendas  fiiciendas 

9  ct 


APPENDIX.  ^91 

et  recipiendas  de  interceptionibas  faSds,  tun  ex  parte  noRiB,  qiuun  ex  parte  ytttn, 
vos  tanqaam  in  contexnptum  noftrum  praedidu  fidelibns  noStm  non  occurriftis^  nee  per 
aliqaos  de  veftris  in  eorum  occarfum  mittere  cnraftit,  quod  qaidem  xgre  nos  movet  com 
tot  et  tantas  injurias  qnas  longum  eflet  ennmerare  contra  nQs  et  noftros  nuUo  modo 
,  attemptare  debuiftU  :  et  ideo  vobis  mandamas  quod  praediAos  fideles  noflros  tarn  fratrea 
prxdidi  Griffini  qoam  homines  noftroi  de  Keri  quos  a  fidclitate  noftra  fubtruxlitis  ad 
fidem  noilrani  redire  faciatit*  Non  impedientet  quin  pnedi^tus  Owenus  Vaghan  et 
nepotes  foi  fecundum  abjadicatum  eft  in  curia  nofira  terris  fuis  gaudere  poflint  et  eaa 
pacified  poffidere.  Id  etiam  quod  contra  dileftum  et  fidelem  noftrum  Radolphum  de 
mortoo  mari  et  alios  fideles  noHros  et  etiam  quod  de  navi  ilia  Ceftrenfi  attemptaftis,  £c 
emendari  faciads;  quod  nobis  non  relinqnatnr  materia  injurias  prsdidas  gmvioa 
nlcifcendi  quod  nollemus*  Nee  omitatis  quin  citra  fieftum  SanAi  Petri  ad  vincula 
nobis  fignificetis  qualiter  danpna  et  injurias  prsediAas^  quse  nuUo  modo  diffimnlare 
poterimus  nobis  emendare  voloeritis.  TeAe  rege  apnd  Merlebexgh,  quarto  decimo  die 
Julii. 

SciANT  praefentes  et  fnturi  quod  xu  contenit  inter  dominum  Henricum  regem 
Angllae  illnftrem  ex  una  parte  et  fenanam  uxorem  Griffini  filii  Lewelioi  quondain 
principis  NorwaIlise»  quern  David  frater  ejus  tenet  carceri  mancipatum  cum  Owen  filio 
fuo  nomine  ejnfdem  Griffini  ex  altera;  fcilicet  quod  praedifU  Senana  manncepic  pro 
praedido  Griffino  viro  fuo  quo  dablt  domino  regi  fexcentas  marcas»  ut  rex  eum  et 
praedidnm  Owen  filium  funm  liberari  faciat  a  carcere  detineri*  £t  ot  rex  poflea 
judicio  Curiae  fuae  fecundum  legem  Walenfem  ei  et  haeredibus  fuis  habere  faciat  fuper 
portione  quae  eum  continget  de  haereditate  quae  fuit  praedidli  Lewelini  patris  fui  et  quan» 
praediftus  David  ipfi  Griffino  deforciavit.  Ita  fi  quod  idem  Griffin  us  vel  haeredes  fui  per 
confiderationem  curiae  domini  regis  reciperent  porcionem  quam  fe  dicunt  ccntingere  de 
haereditate  praediAa»  eadem  Senana  manncepit  pro  praedi^to  Griffino  et  hasredibus  fuis 
quod  ipfe  et  haeredes  fui  imperpetnum  inde  reddent  domino  regi  et  haeredibus  fuia 
crecentas  marcas  annuas.  Scilicet  tertiam  partem  in  denariis  et  tertiam  partem  in 
bobus  et  vaccis«  et  tertiam  partem  in  equis  per  aeiHrnatioaem  legalium  hominum 
liberandas  vicecomiti  Salop,  apud  Salop,  et  per  manom  ipfius  vicecomitis  ad  faccarium 
regis  deferendas  et  ibidem  liberandas  fcilicet  unam  medietatem  ad  feflum  Sandt 
Michaelis  et  aliam  medietatem  ad  pafcham.  Badem  etiam  Senana  manucepit  pro 
prardi^o  Griffino  viro  fuo  et  haeredibus  fuis  quod  firmam  pacem  tenebunc  cum  praefata 
David  fuper  portione  ^uae  eidcm  David  remanebit  de  haereditate  praedida;  manucepit 
eciam  Senana  pro  praefato  Griffino  et  hxridibus  fuis,  quod  fi  aliquis  Walenfis  aliquo 
tempore  regi  vel  haeredibus  fuis  rebellis  extiterit,  praefatus  Griffinas  et  haeredes  fui  ad 
cnilum  fttum  proprium  ipfum  compellent  ad  fatisfaciendum  domino  regi  et  haeredibus 
fuis.  Et  de  his  omnibus  fapradiftis  obfervandis,  dida  Senana  dabit  domino  regi  David 
ct  Rothery  filios  fuos  obiides :  Ita  tamen  quod  fi  de  praefato  Griffino  et  Oweno  filio 
fuo  qui  cum  eo  eft  in  carcere  humanitus  contingat  anteqtiam  inde  dellberentur ;  alter 
praedidorum  filiorum  eidem  Senanae  reddetur  reliquo  obfide  rema^ente  :  juravit  infuper 
Senana  tadis  facro-fandis  evangeliis  pro  fe  et  praefato  Griffino  et  haeredibus  fuis  quod 
haec  omnia  firmiter  obfervabunt.    £t  manucepit  quod  praefiitoa  Griffinus  idem  jurabit 
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cum  I  carcere  liberatus  fuerir,  et  faper  praemiiEs  fe  fabmiiit  nomine  didi  Griffini 
jurifdidioni  Herefordenfis  et  Coventrenfis  epifeoporum.  Ita  quod  praefati  epifcopi,  rel 
alter  eorum  quern  dominus  rex  elegerit  ad  requiiitionem  ipfias  regis  per  fententias 
excofflmunicationis  in  perfonas  ct  interdi£U  in  terras  eorum  coherceant  ad  omnia 
prardifta  et  iingnla  obfervanda.  Hsec  omnia  manacepit  praedifU  Senana  et  bona  fide 
promiiic  fe  faduram  et  cnraturam  quod  omnia  impleantur,  et  quod  prasfatos  Griffinus 
cum  Uberatus  fuerit»  et  haeredes  fui  hac  omnia  grata  babebunt  et  complebunt  et  in- 
ftrumentum  fuum  inde  dabnnt  domino  regi  in  forma  praedida.  Ad  majorem  fiquidem 
bujus  rei  fecuritatem  faflum  eft  hoc  fcriptum  inter  ipfum  dominum  regem  et  prxfatam 
Senanam  nomine  praefati  Griffini  viri  fui.  Ita  quod  parti  remanenti  penes  ipfom 
dominum  regem  appofitum  eft  figillum  praefati  Griffini  per  man  urn  praefatae  Senanam 
uxorii  fuae  una  cum  ligillo  ipfins  Senanae;  et  parti  remanenti  penes  ipfam  Senanan 
nomine  praefati  Griffini  appoiitum  eft  figilium  ipiius  domini  regis  :  de  fupradiAis  edam 
omnibus  complendis  et  firmiter  obfervandis  dedit  praedidla  Senana  nomine  praefati 
Griffini  domino  regi  plegios  fubfcriptos,  viz.  Radulphum  de  Mortuo  Mari^  Walterum 
de  Cli(Ford>  Rogerum  de  Monte  alto  fenefcallum  Ceftriae^  Mailgun«  filinm  Mailgwn, 
Mereduc  iilium  Roberti,  Griffinnm  filium  Maddoc  de  Baunfeld,  Howel  et  Mereduc 
fratres  ejus»  Griffin um  filium  Wennwen»  qui  haec  omnia  pro  praefata  Senana  manu-^. 
ceperunt  et  cartas  fuas  ipfi  domino  regi  inde  fecerunt*  Adum  apud  Salop  die  Lnnae 
proxima  ante  aiTumptionem  beatae  Mariae  anno  ipfius  regis  vicefimo  quinto. 


OMNIBUS  hoc  fcriptum  vifuris  Rogerus  de  Monte  Alto  fenefchallus  Ceftrix 
falutem«  Sciatis  quod  ego  me  conftituti  plegium  Senanae  uxoris  Griffini  filii  Leolinl 
quondam  principis  Norwallix^  et  manu  cepi  pro  ea  erga  dominum  meum  Henricum 
regem  Angliae  illullrem,  quod  omnia  quae  conventionavit  eidem  domino  meo  nomine 
prasfati  viri  fui  a  carcere  in  quo  David  frater  ejus  eos  decinet  et  pro  portione  quae 
ipfum  Griffinum^  contingit  de  haereditate  quae  fuit  praedidi  Leolini  patris  fuis  et 
quam  praefatus  David  frater  ejus  ei  deforciat^  domino  regi  firmiter  obfervabit.  In 
cujus  rei  teftimoniumhuic  fcripto  figilium  meum  appofuL  Adlum  apud  Salopefbur/  die 
Lunz  ante  afiumptiooem  Beatae  Maris,  anno  regni  ipfius  vicefimo  quinto* 

Sub  eadem  forma  fecerunt  finguli  plegii  pnefcripti. 

SciANT  praefentes  et  futari  quod  ego  Mereducus  filius  Howel»  tadis  f4Crofandis 
juravi  quod  ab  ifto  die  in  an  tea  omnibus  diebus  vit«e  meae  ero  ad  fidelitatem  domini 
regis  Angliae,  et  ferviam  ei  fideliier  et  devote  cum  omnibus  viribus  meis  et  toto  pofie 
meo  quandocunque  indiguerit  fervitio  meo,  et  treugam  inter  dominum  Radulphum  de 
Mortuo  Mari  cc  me  initam  ufque  ad  feftum  S.  Michaelis  anno  regni  regis  Henrici 
vigefimo  quinto  ex  parte  mea  fidcliter  obfervabo:  et  tam  ad  fidelitatem  domino  regi 
in  perpetuum  obfervanduin  quam  ad  treugas  pracdidas  obfervandas  ufque  ad  terminum 
praediclum  fuppofui  me  jurifc.idioni  domini  Herefordenfis  epifcopi,  et  domini  Co- 
ventrenfis et  Lich/iddenih  epifcopi,  vel  alterius  eorum,  quern  domious  rex  ad  hoc 
ciegcric,  ut  fi  in  allquo  contra  pra*di<5lam   fidelitatem  domini  regis,  vel   contra  ob- 
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fervaQtiam  praedi^larum  trugarum  venerit,  liceat  eis  vel  eoram  alteri  quern  dominus 
rex  ad  hoc  elegerlt  perfonam  meam  et  omnes  meos  excommunlcare  et  terrain  mean 
interdicere,  donee  de  tranfgreflione  ipfam  fatisfecero  ad  plenum.  £t  ii  foriitan  infra 
prsdidlum  feflum  S.  Michaeli  inter  prsedidum  Radulphum  de  Mortuo  Mari  et  me 
nulla  pax  fuerit  formata»  licet  pod  fedum  illud  bellum  moveant  praedidlo  Radulpho, 
non  obligabit  me  prsdi£lum  jaramentum  dam  tamen  erga  dominum  regem  fidelitatem 
obfervam  continuam,  Heat  praedidum  eft,  Etli  bellum  pod  praedidtum  terminum  inter 
nos  moveatur,  nihilominus  dominus  refuftinebit  quod  ego  et  mei  receptemur  in  terra 
fua  ficut  alii  fideles  fui.  Ad  praedidla  autem  obfervanda  domino  regi  et  haeredibus 
fuis  obligo  me  per  juramentum  praedi^um,  et  per  figilli  mei  appofitionem  quod  buic 
fcripto  appofui^  ad  majorem  confirmationem  pracdidorum*  Adtam  in  craflino  aflump* 
tionis  Beatas  Marias^  anno  regni  regis  Henrici  vigeiimo  quinto. 

Sub  eifdem  verbis  fecerunt  domino  regi  chartas  fuas,  Owen  filius  Howel. 
Mailgon  £Iius  Mailgun.  Mereduc  filius  Mereduc.  Howel  filius  Cadwachlan^ 
et  Cadwachlan  filius  Howel. 


OMNIBUS' Chrifli  fidelibus  ad  quos  prasfentes  literae  pervenerunt^  David,  filius 
Leolini,  falutem.  Sciatls  quod  concefii  domino  meo  Henrico  regi  Angliae  illuflri  filio 
domino  Joannis  regis  :  quod  deliberabo  Griffin um  fratrem  meum  qnem  teneo  incar- 
ceratum  una  cum  filio  fuo  primogenito  et  aliis  qui  occafione  prasdidti  Griffini  funt  in 
parte  mea  incarcerati,  et  ipfos  eidem  domino  meo  regi  tradam.  £t  poilea  flabo  juri 
curiae  ipfius  domini  regis  tam  fuper  eo>  ntrnm  idem  Griffinus  debeat  teneri  captus 
quam  fuper  portlone  terras  quae  fuit  praedidli  Leolini  patris  mei,  fi  qua  ipfum 
Griffinum  contingere  debeat,  fccundam  confuetudinem  Wallenfium.  Ita  quod  pax 
fervetur  inter  me  et  prxdidlum  Griffinum  fratrem  meum  quod  caveatur  de  ipfa 
tenenda  fecundum  confiderationem  curiae  ipfius  domini  regis,  et  quod  tam  ego  quam 
prsedidtus  Griffinus  portiones  noftras  que  nos  contingent  de  praedidis  terris  tenebimus 
in  capite  de  prsedidlo  domino  rege.  £t  quod  reddam  Rogero  de  Monte  Alto 
fenefchallo  Cefiriae  terram  fuam  de  Monthaut  cum  pertinentiis :  et  fibi  et  aliis  baron i« 
bus  et  fidelibus  domini  regis  fcifinas  terrarum  fuarum  occupatarum  a  tempore  belli 
orti  inter  ipfum  dominum  Johannem  regem  et  praedidtum  Leolinam  patrem  meum, 
falvo  jure  proprietatis  cujuflibet  padli  et  inflrumenti  fuper  quo  ftabitur  juri  J)inc  inde  in 
curia  ipfius  domini  regis :  et  quod  reddam  ipfi  domino  regi  omnes  expenfas  quas  ipfe 
et  fui  fecerunt  occafione  exercitus  illLus.  £t  quod  fatisfaciam  de  damnis  et  injuriis 
illatis  fibi  et  fuis  fecundum  confiderationem  praedidtae  curiae  vel  malefadtores  ipfos,  ipfi 
domino  regi  reddam  omnia  homagia  quae  dominus  Johannes  rex  pater  ejus  habuit,  ec 
quae  dominus  rex  de  jure  habere  debet;  et  fpecialiter  omnium  nobilium. Wallenfium* 
Et  quod  idem  dominus  rex  non  dimittit  aliquem  de  fois  captivis  quin  ipfi  domino 
regi  et  fuis  remaneant  feifinae  fuse.  £t  quod  terra  de  Engufmere  cum  pertinentiis  fuis 
in  perpetuum  remanebit  domino  regi,  vel  haeredibus  fuis,  et  quod  de  caetero  non 
receptabo  vilagas  vel  foris  banniatos  ipfius  domini  regis,  vel  baronum  fuorum  de 
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siarchiA  in  terra  mea,  nee  permitram  receptari ;  et  de  omoibas  articnlis  fupradifiif ,  et 
ingiilis  firmiter  et  in  perpetnum  obfenrandis,  domino  regi  et  hvredibus  fais,  pro  meet 
kxredibttf  meis  cavebo  per  obfidei  et  pignora  et  aliis  modis  quibas  dominas  rex  dicere 
vduit  vel  dilate.  Et  in  his  ec  in  onmibas  aliis  ftabo  volantati,  et  imtndatis  ipfios  do« 
mini  regis  et  juri  parebo  omnibus  in  curia  fua.  In  cujns  rd  teftimonium,  prasfenti  feripto- 
figilliim  meum  appendi.  Aftam  apud  Atrieam  jaxta  flavium  Elrey  de  S.  Afapho  in  feflo 
decolliationis  S.  Johanni  Baptifts^  anno  pnedidi  domiregis  Henrici  vigefimo  q«into. 

SciBifDUM  qnod  i!H  qui  capti  detinenttir  cum  praedifbo  Griffino^  eodem  modo  tra* 
dentur  domino  regi  donee  per  curiam  faam  confideratam  fuerit,  utrum  et  qnomodo 
debeant  deliberari.  Et  ad  omnia  firmiter  tenenda^  ego  David/ juravi  fuper  cracem, 
ikn&am  quam  coram  me  feci  deportari.  VenerabiHs  etiam  pater  Howelus  epifcopus 
de  S.  Afaph  ad  petitionem  meam  firmiter  promifit  in  ordine  fuo,  quod  haec  omnia  prs— 
di6ta  ^ciet,  et  procurabit  modis  quibus  potent^  obfervari.  Ednevet  fiquidem  Waugam 
per  prxceptnm  meam,  illud  idem  juravit  Taper  crocem  praediQam.  Adum  ut  fupra. 
Prsterea  concefiSl  pro  me  et  haeredibus  meis  quod  fi  ego,  vel  hseredes  mei  contra  pacem 
domini  regis^  vel  hasredium  fuorum,  vel  contra  articulos  praniidlos,  aliquid  attentaveri-- 
mus  tota  haueditas  noflra  domino  regi,  et  hasridibus  fuis  incurratur.  De  quibus  omni- 
bus et  fingulis  fappofui  me,  et  kaeredes  meos,  jurlfdidlioni  achiepifcopi  Cantuarienfis,  et 
epifcoporum  Londinenfis,  Herefordenfis,.  et  Coventrenfis,  qui  pro  tempore  praeerunt^. 
quod  omnes,  vel  unus  eorum  quem  dominus  rex  adhocelegerit,  poflit  nos  excommuni- 
care,  et  terram  noflram  interdicere,  11  aliquid  contra  praedida  attentavenmus.  £r 
procuravi  quod  epifcopi  de  Bangor  et  de  S*  Afaph  chartas  fuas  domino  regi  fecerunt 
per  quas  doncefiferunt,  quod  omnes  fententias  tum  excommunicationis  quam  interdi^ 
^  pnedi6:is  archiepifcopo,  epifcopisj  vel  aliquo  eorum,  ferendas,.  ad  mandacum  eorum. 
cxequentuj.. 


Rex  omnibus,  Stc. 

DAVID  filiaa  LeweUni  quondam  prbcipis  Norwalliae^  Salatem.  Noverint  ost- 
verfiiiat  teftrte  me  fpontanea  volnntate  mea  pepegiilc  domino  meo  Henrico  Dei  gratia 
AngliSf  qood  ego  et  hseredes  mei  eidem  domino  regi,  et  haeredibas  fnis  omnibus  di- 
cbot  vitaQ  noftraa  comilanter  et  fideliter  ierviendusv  nee  aliquo  tempore  contra  eos  erimus: 
qood  &  ferto  evmerit^  quod  k  fideli  (ervicio  fao,  vel  haoredum  fuornm,  quod  abfit,  re- 
erflefimus^  tota  terra  neftra-erga  ipfum  dominum  regem  et  haeredes  fuos- incurratur^ 
et  in  ofus  eornm  perpetuis  cedat  temporibus.  Hanc  a  a  tern  pa^tionem  et  conceffionem 
^lU  mei  appofitioae  roboravi,  et  ad  raajorem  hujqs  rei  dedarationem  venerabiles 
patrea  Bangoreniem,  et  de  S.  A(aph  epifcopi,  ad  petitionem  meam  praefenti  icripto 
%illa  fna  appofoerunt.    ABtam  apnd  Rothetan  tricefimo  primo  die  Augufti. 


ILLUSTRI 
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ILLUSTRI  viro  domino  Henrico  Dei  gratia  t«gi  Anglorum,  &c.  abbates  Haber- 
conwias^  et  de  Kemere  Ciftercienfis  ordinis  inqaifitores  dati  a  domino  Papa,  falutem  in 
domino.  Mandatum  domini  Paps  recipimus  in  haec  verba,  *  Innocentius  Epifcopus, 
fervus  fervorum  Dei,  dilefUs  filiis  abbadbas  de  Haberconwise,  &  de  Kemere  Cifterci- 
enfis ordinis  Bangorum  diocefis  falatem  et  apoftolicam  benedidtionem.  Ex  parte  dileAi 
£Iii  noftri  nobilis  viri  David  prindpis  Norwallise  fuit  propofitam  coram  nobis,  quod 
cum  inter  ipfum,  quem  parentes  ejus  in  alumnum  Romans  ecclefias  donaverant,  et* 
Cbariffimum  in  Ckrifto  Elium  noftrum  regem . Anglornm  iUiiftrem  beilun  lon^  teaipore 
perdurafTet,  tandem  po^uam  fuit  in  venerabUem  fifttrem  noftrum  cpiicoJKiip  dc  .& 
A/aph  et  collegas  ipfius  de  ftando  hinc  inde  coram  arbitrio  fuper  omnibus  querelis' 
joiamento  a  pardbns  pneftito  concordiler  bonis  virts  snedimtibfu  coopromiiTim.  Idem 
rex,  non  attendens  quod  pendente  iilornm  atbitrio,  fibi  fuper  boc  aHqoid  attefitare 
non  licebit  in  prsedi^um  principem  ex  infpirato  hoftiliter  irait  ad  praeftandom,  quod 
fvper  praediAis  de  qnibas  conpiomifliim  fnerit  tt  jnratsm,  ac  aKis  ipfins  regis,  mandare 
per  vim  compatit,  U  metum  qui  cadere  poterat  in  conftantem^ 

Cum  igitnr  ea  qu»  vi  &  meta  fiant,  carere  debeant  robore  firmitatis,  diTcretioni 
vellne  per  apoftoltca  fcripta  mandamos,  qnatenas  ioquifita  fuper  hoc  diligentius  veri- 
tate,  !i  rem  inveneritis  ita  efle,  aoAoritate  noAra  praediAum  principem  ab  obfervatione 
£c  extort!  joramenti  penitus  ab  fblventes,  fententia,  fi  qua  occafioae  ejufmodi  in  ejut 
peribnam,  vel  terram  ab  aliquo  forfan  tota  fuerit,  juxta  formam  ecclefise  fine  difficuhate 
qualibet,  ficutjoihimfueritrelaxetis.  Teftes  vero,  &c.  Datum  Janiue  feptimo  calendas 
A ngufti  pontificates  nofiri  anno  fecundo.  Hujus  igitor  autoritate  muniti  vobis. man- 
damus quatenus  in  vigilia  S.  Agnetis  Virginis,  apud  Keyrus  in  ecclefia  Guftefend  coram 
vobis  compareatis,  fuper  contentis  in  aatentico  didlo  principi  refponfuri,  fi  vobis  videritis 
expedire. 


Ifti  Junt  ARTICITLI  rntimaH  Domino  Leolino  Principi  Wallije, 
et  pofuh  ejujdem  loci^  ex  f^rte  Jrcbiepi/iopi/nfra  di^i. 

PRIMO,  Qnod  propter  falntem  eorom  fpiritualeoi*  et  temporalem  ad  partes  iftas 
vtnimiis,  ^uas  lemper  diteximas,  at  pi  ares  eornm  noverunt* 

Sec  UN  DO,  Qyia  venimas  contra  domini  regis  voluntatemj  coi  etiam  ad  vei^tna  nofter 
dicitur  plarimom  diiplicere. 

Tertio,  Quia  rogamus  eos  et  fupplicamus  cis  pro  fanguinc  Jefu  Chrifti,  quatenus 
venire  velint  ad  unitatem  cum  gente  Anglocnm^  et  ad  facem  dambi  regis,  qjoam  eis 
iatendimns,  quanto  melius  poterimos  procurai:e. 

Qu  AETO,  Volamtts  eos  fcire  quod  in  his  partibus  domini  non  poterimns  remaneie. 

4G   2  QyiNTO, 
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QuiNTO»  Volumas  eos  attendere  qaod  poft  receffam  noftram  non  invenietft  aliqoe.ai, 
qui  ita  velit  fua  amplcdi  negocia  promorenda^  qoi  vellemot^  G.  placereu  Altifima 
vita  noftra  temporali  corporom  pacem  honefUm  et  ftabilem  perpetao  procnraflTe. 

SextOj  Quiafi  noftras  preces  fpreverint  et  labHfes,  ftatim  intendimus  eoram  perti- 
naciam  fcribere  fummo  pontifici  et  curiae  Romans^  propter  peccata  mortalia,  qn«  malti- 
plicantor  occadone  difcordiae  omni  die. 

Sbptimo,  Noverint  quod  ni/i  citius  ad  pacem  yenerinc  aggrarabitttr  eis  bellam^ 
quod  non  poterunt  fuftinere^  quia  crefcitregia  potentia  omni  die« 

Octavo,  Noverint  quod  regnum  Anglis  eft  Tub  fpeciali  protedione  fedit  apoftolicar, 
et  quod  Romana  curia  plus  inter  regna  oetera  diligere  confuevit. 

NoKOy  Quod  eadem  cnria  nuUo  modo  volet  permittere  flatam  regni  Anglis  vacillarcy 
quod  fibi  /pecialibus  obfequiit  eft  devotum. 

DsciMOj  Amariffime  plangimus  hoc  quod  dicitur  Wallenfes  crudeliores  exiftere 
Saracenis;  quia  cum  Saraceni  capiunt  Chriftiaoos»  eos  fervant  pecnnia  redimendot^ 
quos  Wallenfes  captos  dicuntur  illico  jugulare  quafi  folo  fauguine  dele&entur;  immo 
quod  eft  detenus,  quos  promittunt  redimi^  tradunt  accepta  pecunia  jugulandos* 

Undecimo,  Quod  cum  confueverit  deum  et  perfonas  eccleiiafticas  revereri,  a  de- 
votione  bominum  videntur  multipliciter  receftiffe,  qui  in  tempore  fanfliffimo  in  redemp* 
toris  injuriam  mover unt  feditionem,  homicidia  et  incendia  perpetrantes,  in  quo  eos 
nullus  poterit  excufare. 

DvoDBCiMO,  Petimus  ut  tanquam  veri  Chriftiani  ad  cor  redeant  poenitentes,  quia 
copptam  difcordiam  non  poflent  continuare  etiam  ii  jurailent. 

Tbrtiodicimo,  Petimus  ut  nobis  iignificent  quibus  modis  vellnt  et  valeant  torba- 
tionem  pacis  regias,  laifionem  reipublicac,  te  mala  alia  emendare» 

QuARTODzciMo,  Ut  fignificcDt  nobis  qualiter  valcat  ipfa  concofdla  ftabiliri,  fruftra 
enim  pax  firmari  videbitur  qus  tam  aifidue  violatur. 

QuiNTODECiito,  Ut  fi  dicant  leges  fuas  vel  foedera  ex  pafio  inlto  non  fervari^  nobis 
fignificent  quae  funt  ilia. 

Sbxtodecimo,  Noverint  quod  etiam  pofito  quod  eis  derogatum  fuiiTet,  quod  nefci- 
mu.s  nuUo  modo  licebit  eis  quaii  eftent  judices  in  caufa  fua  taliter  majeftatem  regiam 
impugnare. 

SBPTiMonBciMO,  Quod  nifi  modo  pax  fiat  proceditur  contra  eos  fbrfitan  ex  decreta 
9iilitiac>  facerdoUt  tt  populi  convocati. 

AEVEREN- 
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REVERENDISSIMO  patri  in  Chrifto  domino  J;  dc  gratia  Cantuarienfi  archi- 
cpifcopo  totius  Anglian  primati,  funs  humilis  et  devotas  filius  Leolinas  princeps  WalHx, 
^dominus  Snaudon,  falatem  et  filialem  diledlionem  cum  omnimoda  revertntia,  (ubjedione 
et  honore^  fan^ae  paternitati  veftrse  pro  labore  vobis  quad  intolerabile  quern  afTumpfiilis 
ad  praefens  pro  diledbione  quam  erga  nos,et  noftram  nationem  geritis,  omni  qua  poITa- 
mus  devotione  regratiantes  vobis  afTurgimus ;  et  eo  ampHus  quod  contra  domini  regis 
voluntatem  venidis  proot  nobis  intimaftis.  Cxterum  quod  nos  rogaflis  ut  ad  pacem 
domini  regis  veniamus>  fcire  debet  veflra  fanditas  quod  ad  hoc  prompti  fumus^  dummodo 
idem  dominus  rex  pacem  debitam  et  veram  nobis  et  noftris  velit  obfervare.  Ad  hoc 
licet  gauderemus  de  mora  veftra  facienda  in  Wallia,  tamen  per  nos  non  eritis  impediti 
quin  pax  fiat,  quantum  in  nobis  eft,  quam  optamus  per  veflram  indudriam  magis  quam 
alicujus  alterius  roborari.  Et  fperamus-  nee  per  Dei  gratiam  crit  opportunum  propter 
noftram  pertinaciam  aliquid  fcribere  domino  Papae.  Nee  veftras  paternas  preces  ac 
graven  labores  rpernemns,  fed  eas  ampleflimur  omni  cordis  afFeda  ut  tenemor.  Nee 
erit  opus  quod  dominus  rex  aggravet  contra  nos  manum,  cum  prompti  fumus  ftbi  obc- 
diro  juribus  noftris  et  legibus  nobis  ut  pnemittatur  refervatis. 

Et  licet  regnnm  Angliae  fit  Curise  Romanae  ^ecialiter  fubjedum  et  dileflum,  tamen 
cum  dominus  Papa>  necnon  et  Curia  Romana  audiverint  quanta  nobis  per  Anglicos 
mala  funt  illata,  videlicet  quod  pax  prius  formata  non  fuit  nobi«  fervata  nee  padla ; 
deinde  devaftationes,  combuftiones,  et  eccleftafticarum  perfonarum  interfefliones,  facer- 
dotum  videlicet  et  incluforum,  et  aliarum  religiofarum  perfonarum  paffim  mulierum 
et  infantium  fuggentium  ubera  et  in  utero  portantium,  combuftiones  etiam  hofpitaiium  • 
et  aliarum  domorum  religiofarum,  homicidiorum  in  coemiteriis,  eccleiiis/et  fuper  altaria, 
et'  aliorum  facrilegiorum  et  flagiciorum  auditu  etiam  horribilium,  auditu  Paganorum . 
fieut  exprefSiM  in  aliis  rotulii  confcripta  vobis  tranfmittimus  infpfcienda. 

Speramus  imprimis,  quod  veftra  pia  et  fan^a  paternitasclementer  nobis  eompatietor, 
nee  non  et  curia  fuper  di^ta,  nee  per  nos  regnum  Angliae  vacillabit,  dum,  at  promiftum 
eft,  pax  debita  nobis  fiat  et  fervetur.  Qui  vero  fanguinis  effufione  deledantur  mani- 
feftum  eft  fadis*  Nam  Anglici  haAenus  nulli  fexui  vel  aetati  feu  languori  pepercerunt, 
nulla  ecclefias  vel  loco  facro  detulerunt,  qualia  vel  confimilia  Wallenfes  non  facerunt. 
Super  eo  autem  quod  unus  redemptus  fuit  interfedus,  multum  dolemus,  nee  occiforem 
manu  tenemus,  fed  in  fylvis  uti  latro  vagatur.  De  eo  vero  quod  inceperunt  guerram  •- 
aliqui  in  tempore  indebito,  illad  ignoravimus  ufque  poft  fadum,  et  tamen  ipfi  aiferunt 
quod  nifi  eo  tempore  hoc  feciflent  mortes  et  captiones  eis  imminebunt,  nee  audebunt 
in  domibus  refidere,  nee  nifi  armati  ineedere,  et  fie  prae  timore  tali  tempore  id  fecerunt. 
De  eis  ver6  quae  fecimus  contra  dominum,  ut  veri  chriftiani  per  Dei  gratiam  poenite- 
bimus,  nee  eric  ex  parte  noftra  quod  bellnm  eontinuetur,  dum  fumus  indemnes  at 
debemns.  N«  umen  exhasredemur  et  paftim  occidemur,  oportet  nos  defendere  ut  va- 
lemus.  Cum  ver6  injuria  et  damna  hine  inde  eonfiderentar  et  ponderentur  paratx 
fumus  emendare  pro  viribus  quae  ex  parte  noftra  funt  commifta,  dum  de  praediftis  in- 
juriis  et  damnis  nobis  fadli«  et  aliis  emenda  nobis  fiat*  Et  ad  pacem  firmandam  et  fta* 
biliendam  fimijlter  fUmus  prompti  dcbitis  modis, 

QUANDO 
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'Qua N DO  tamen  regales  chartae  et  pa6ta  inita  aobis  non  fervatur^  Scat  nee  hacu£]ae 
funi  obfervata,  non  poteft  pax  ilabiiiri^  nee  qaando  novx  exafiiones  et  inauditae  eootra 
-nos  et  noilros  omni  die  adveniant.    .  Vobis  autem  tranfmittimus  in  rotulis  damna  nobii 
illata  et  foedera  non  fervata  fepandam  formam  pacis  priui  faftam.     Quod  ver6  guerra- 
vimos  qaafi  neceffitas  nos  eogebat;  nam  nos  et  omnes  Wallenfes  cramus  adeo  opprefli 
^t  fuppeditati  et  ipoliati  et  in  fenritutem  redadi  per  regales  Jufticianos  et  Ballivos  eoQtra 
formam  pacis  et  omnem  juftieiam  amplius  quam  fi  Saraceni  eflemas  vel  Judxij  iicat  ere- 
dimus  et  &pe  denanciavimus  domino  regi,  nee  aliquam  emendam  habere  potuimus.   Sed 
femper  mittebantur  juiUciarii  et  ballivi  ferociores  et  cradeliores,  et  qaando  illi  erant 
'fatarati  per  faas  injaftaa  exa^ones^  alii  de  novo  mittebantur  et  populum  e^eoriandum 
in  tantum  qaod  populus  mallebat  mori  quam  vivere.     Nee  oportet  militiam  ampli* 
orem  eoavocare*   vel  contra  nos   moveri  faeerdotium  dum  nobis  fiat  pax  et  fervetur 
<fnodis  debitis  at  fuperitts  eft  expreiTum.     Nee  debitis  fande  pater  omnibus  verbis  cre- 
dere noftromm  adverfariorum ;  ficnt  enim  nos  fa£Us  oppreiTerunt  et  opprimunt^  ita  et 
wobis  difiamant,  nobis  imponentes  quae  volunt* 

Ifsi  enim  vobis  funt  prxfentes  et  nos  abfentes,  ipfi  opprimentes  et  nos  opprei&.  Et 
}de6  propter  Peum  fidem  ets  in  omnibus  noa  exhibeatis»  fed  fada  potlus  examiaetis. 
Valeat  fan^tas  veftie  ad  legtmen  ecciefiae  per  tempora  longa. 

Primus  Artieulas  eft  talis^  cum  in  forma  pacis  fie  eontineatar  ut  iequitur.  Si  vero 
idem  Leoliaas  jus  vendicaTerit  in  aliqaibus  teeris  quas  alii  praeter  didum  dominnm  rt- 
gem  oecapaverint  extra  quataor  cantrcdos  prsdidoSj  pleniariam  fibi  juftitiam  exhibebit 
praefatits  domiims  rex  fecandnm  leges  et  confaetvdines  ^rtium  tllamm  in  quibos  v^jm 
iUaB  confiftant:  qui  artieulus  non  fiiit  obfervatvs  fapcr  cerris  Arwyftley  et  inter  Djrvjr 
et  du£tus  ftuviorum,  pro  eo  quod  com  dominus  Lec^aus  di^s  terras  vendicaflct  coram 
domino  rege  apud  Ruthlan^  et  rex  fibi  eoneeilifiet  eaufam  examinare  fecundum  leges  et 
confuetodiaes  Wallias  ae  advocati  pretiam  fuiflent  introduAi  coram  rege  «t  >udkarent 
de  dt£lis  terris  iccuodum  leges  WaUicmts ;  parte  irea  comparente  et  le^^ndente  adeo 
quod  eo  die  deberet  finaliter  terminari  ex  praefixioae  domiai  regis  qui  apud  Giovemian 
exiftcRs  diem  praediaum  partibos  affignaivit,  licet  iappios  in  diverfis  locis  coram  jnftici- 
•riis  fttUTet  dida  cania  examinata,  et  terras  ipfas  efleat  in  pma  WalEa.  Nee  aaqaam 
judicata  fuit  fuper  eis  aifi  fecundum  leges  WaUkaaas^  nee  doaunas  scz  pafifet  vtl 
deberet  pserogaire  ai&  feeuadam  leges  Wallke :  dtem  tamen  ipfam  mota  pvoprio  pro- 
rogavit  et  eoaua  leges  ante  di^s,  et  ad  uUtara  fait  vocatus  ad  ioca  Taria  ad  quae  mm 
debuit.evoeari,  nee  juftitiam  obtincffe  patait»  nifi  fecuadom  Itges  Aaglias  coatraiUad 
quod  in  di£Vo  ariieulo  coatinetur.  £t  idem  la^m  fait  coram  jafticitf iis  apod  Moat- 
gomery»  cum  partes  eifent  in  judtcio  eonAttntas  ct  ftrmat»»  ct  ^z  datna  ad  featca- 
tiam  audienda»«  ditm  prorogaveruat  leges  meoMurataa.  Dcsaom  apmiiLandinaaapaft 
inultps  labores  et  expenfas  varias  rex  ipfe  juftitiam  fibi  deaegavit*  nifr  vrHrt  frcmwinm 
leges  Aoglts  fiibke  judicium  in  caufa  mcmorata. 

Se.cundvs  articulusnon  fervatus  eft  talis.  Et  omnes  tran^reffiones  in  juris  et  excelfas 

bine  inde  fa^  poenitus  remittuntur  nfque  in  diem  hodiemum*    Ifte  ariicnlus  aoa 
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fiiit  obfittTittts  quia  dominus  Regin&ldat  de  Grey  ftatim  cnm  ftiit  faftits  jafttciariu5». 
novet  varias  qineftiones  et  innamerabiks  contra  bomines  de  TegengI,  et  nos  fuper 
tranigrcflis  qnoD  hi^9  foeruat  in  tempcMV' domiiii  Hetirici  regis,  et  difti  domiai  Leolini 
dam  dominam  in  partibus  itlis  obtiaebat  uode  difti  homines  multum  timentes  non  aude« 
bant  in  domibas  fais  permaaere. 

Tbrtiuj  articoksi  Ubi  didoB  R/s  Vachan'fHias  Nefi  filii  Maelgon  cum  terra  qaam 
Bunc  tenet  et  com  poft  p'acera  ioitam  fait  fpoliatas  de  terra  de  Geneverglyn,  quam  tanc 

tenebat  cum  hominibus  et'Averiis  eorundem. 

1 

QvARTTTS  articulus.  Item  c6ncedit  domiaus  rex  qaod  omnes  terras  tenentet  in  qua« 
tuor  Cantredis,  et  in  aliis  terris  quas  dominus  rex  retinet  in  manu  fua,  teneant  eas  adeo 
Ixbere  et  pleniarie  ficnt  ante  gnerram  tenere  confueverint,  et  eifdem  libertatibus  et  con* 
faetudinibus  gaudeant  quibus  prius  gaudere  folebant,  et  cum  contra  iilum  articulum 
didus  Reginald  us  confuetudines  varias  de  noYO  introduxit,  et  hoc  contra  p^cis  formam 
fopradi6tam« 

Iteu  quinttis  articalus,  Controverfiae  et  gontentiones  morae  vel  movendae  inter 
principem  et  quprcunqne  terminabantnr  et  decidentur  fecundom  leges  Marchix  de  his 
qitse  emergvnc  in  Marchta,  eC  fecundnm  leges  Walliae  de  rebus  conteatiofis  qus  in 
Wallia  orientur.  Contra  iftnm  articulum  venit  dominus  rex  mittendo  jufticiarios  ufque 
ad  Montgomery,  qui  ibidem  judicare  prsefampferunt  homines  didi  Leolini,  vindiflum 
ppncndo  fuper  illos  contra  leges  Walliae,  cum  hoc  vel  aliud  fimile  nunquam  faflum.? 
fuiflet  ibidem  temporibus  retroadis,  quofdam  incarcerando,  alios  in  exilium  mittendo, 
cum  ipfe  idem  princeps  paratus  eflet  de  eifdem  hominibus  fuis  exhibere  jaUitiae  com- 
plementum  omnibus  quaerelantibns  de  eifdem* 

IrsuXextus  articulus•^  Item  cnm  fit  contentum  in  diAa  pacis  forma,  quod  Griffinus 
Vachait  homagium  faceret  domino  regi,  de  terra,  de  Yal,  et  principi  de  terra  de 
Bdeyrnahu  jufticiarii  domini  introduxerunt,  in  totam  terram  prsediftam  de  Edeyrnahu 
cojns  cognitio  caufae  ad  principem  pertinebat  firopliciter,  et  non  ad  illos  Jufticiarios ; 
et  tamen  pro  bono  pacis  princeps  hoc  tolerabat  cum  ipfe  princeps  paratus  eiTet  eidem . 
dominae  fuper  hoc  j  uftitiam  exhibere. 

Sbvtimvs  articulds,  ubi  dicitnr  et  licet  idem  princeps  fe  noflne  ut  di^lum  eR  fuppo- 

faerit  voluntati,  nos  tamen  concedimus  et  volumus  quod  voluntas  nofb-a ultra 

dlftos  articulos  fe  in  aliquo  non  eittendant.     Contra  iftum  anticulum  exigebatur  aurum 

ad  opus  reginae  in  qualibet  folutione  fa^ta  regi  cum Aurum  nunquam  fuit  ex- 

adam  Walleufibus,  nee  in  tempore  domini  Henrici,  vel  alicujus  aherius  regis  Anglis: 
'quod  aurum  exfolvit  pro  bono  pacis,  cum  tamen  nihil  de  hoc  tadlum  fait  in  forma  pacis 
vel  excogitatum :  et  nunc  infuper  exigitur  k  principe  aurum-ad  opus  reginae  fenioris 
juatris  videlicet  domini  Edvardi  nunc  regis  Anglise,  pro  pace  fadla  in  tempore  domini 
Henrici  nunc  regis  Angliac,  cnm  nihil  de  hoc  tunc  fuerat  di6tum  vel  quoquomodo  ex- 
cogitatum>  videlicet  duo  millia  Marcarum  et  dimidium,  et  nifi  difiae  Marcae  folverentur, 

miuabatur 
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^inabatur  di£U  regina  quod  bona  cjafdem  LeoHni  occuparct  qua  invcnirc  potcrat  in 
domino  regis,  ct  homines  fuos  capcre  vel  venundare  quofque  di^am  fummam  haberet 
ad  plenum.  Item  cum  invitaffet  dominus  rex  diftam  principcm  adfeftum  Wiggomien- 
fem  verbis  blandiflimis  promittendo  ci  quod  daret  tunc  confanguineam  fuam  fibi  in 
uxorcm,  et  multis  ditaret  honoribus ;  nihilomiuus  cun»  illuc  veniffet  in  die  defponfa- 
tionis,  ante  miflam  petiit  dominus  rex  unam  literam  conf.gnari  a  princepe  continentcm 
inter  csecera^  quod  idem  princeps  nullum  omnino  honorem  in  terra  fua  teneret  contra 
re^is  voluntatem,  vel  manu  teneret  ex  quo  poffit£ontingcrc  quod  omnesiidcles  principis 
ab  eo  commoverentur;  Quam  quidem  literam  fibi  figillatam  tradidit,  computans  per 
metum  qui  cadere  poiTct  in  conftantem  virum,  cum  umen  in  forma  pacis,  ut  prasmiffum 
cil,  contineatur  quod  nihil  ab  co  deberet  exigi,  ultra  quod  in  di£ta  forma  continetur. 

Item,  cum  fecundum  eandem  pacis  formam  confuetiidines  eidem  principi  coniirmen- 
tur  quibus  ufus  fuerat  ab  antiquo ;  ac  idem  princeps  et  anceceiTores  fui,  ex  confuetudine 
diutina  et  obtenta  bona  de  naufragis  in  terris  fuis  provenlentia  confueverant  recipere» 
et  in  iuos  ufus  convertere  ad  libitum:  Juiliciarius  Ceftrenfis  namium  recepit  fuper 
principera  pro  bonis  quae  recepit  de  naufragiis  ante  guerram  contra  didam  pacis  formam 
|)er  quam  hinc  inde  erant  remiffa^  et  contra  confnetudines  ante  di^s.  Dato  etiam 
quod  hoc  elTet  foris  fadlum  namium  recepit  tale,  videlicet  quindecam  libratas  mellis  et 
plures  equos  ac  homines  fuos  incarceravit,  et  hoc  ex  propriis  bonis  principis  ante  didi* 
Prererea,  accipit  fcaphas  de  fi an weys  quae  venerant  apud  Liverpol  cum  mercandiis  per 
mercatores,  et  eas  numquam  deliberavic  donee  pecuniam  pro  eis  accepit  quantum  volebat. 

Item,  cum  quidam  homines  de  Geneurglyn  quaedam  bona  abflulinent  ab  aliis  vicinis 
fuis  de  Geneurglyuj  dum  efTent  in  domino  principis  de  Merpyreton  homines  reges  de 
Llaiibadarn  proedam  fecerunt^  et  acceperunt  de  terra  principis  de  Merpyreton,  et  cum 
homines  fui  venifient  illuc  ad  quacrendum  quare  didlam  praedam  receperant,  unum  de 
eis  interfecerunt,  et  alios  vulneraverunt,  &  quofdam  incarceraverunt.  £t  cum  in  di^a 
pacis  forma  contineatur  qabd  in  marchia  deberent  emendari  quae  in  Marchia  com- 
mittebantur,  tamen  didi  hcmines  regis  homines  principis  audire  noluerunt  alibi  quam 
in  caflro  de  Llanbadarn,  &  hoc  contra  pacis  formam  antedi<5lam,  fuper  quo  haflenus 
nullam  jufliciam  habere  pot ucrunt,  -In  illis  articulis  injuriatus  dominus  rex  principi  & 
fuis,  &  etiam  in  multis  aliis :  et  licet  princeps  tam  per  fe  quam  per  fuos  petivi/Tet  faepius 
a  domino  rege  quod  pacis  formam  fupradiflam  erga  fe  Sc  fuos  faceret  obfervari,  in 
nullo  tamen  extitit  obfervata  fed  omni  die  de  novo  jufliciarii  k  ballivi  domini  regis  in 
partibus  illis  injurias  injuriis,  &  varia  gravimina  cumulaverunt :  propter  quod  mirum 
non  debet  vidcri  alicui  fi  princeps  praefatus  aflenfum  praEftltit  illis  quiguerrarecoeperunt, 
cum  in  his  fides  quam  in  animam  domini  regis  fibi  dominus  Robertus  Tibetot  juraverat 
in  nullo  fervabatur,  &  maxima  &  principaliter  cum  princeps  fui/Tet  praemunitus  a  per- 
fonij  fide  dignis  quod  princeps  foret  a  rcge  capiendus  in  iuo  primo  acce/Tu  apud  Ruth- 
Ian,  &  etiam  fui/Tet  captus  fi  rex  illuc  acceiliffct  pod  Natale  ficut  propofuofat. 

Nec  gravamina  &  alia  quafi  innumerabilia,  fan£le  pater,  coniiderantes,  nobis  affe^u 

paterno  compaciamini,  et  pro  faluce  animae  domini  regis,  et  noflrae,  et  edam  multorum 

aliorum,  ad  pacem  bonam  utrinfque  populi  laboretis  frufiuofe. 
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CvM  domiaii8  David  primo  vcniffct  ad  dominum  Edwardum  tunc  comitem  CefLric^ 
ac  hooiagtuia  fibi  feciflet,  idem  dominus  EdWtrdus  eidem  Davidi  daas  cantredas,  vi- 
dciicct  de  dyffryn-Clwyd  ct  Cywonant  cam  o;mnibus  fuis  pertincntiis  dcdit  plenarie, 
et  Uteras  fuas  patentes  Taper  hoc  fieri  fecit,  tandem  etiam  donationem  eidem  inv<ocavitf 
poftqoam  creatas  eft  in  regem,  et  etiam  illam  Davidem  in  pofTeffionem  illarum 
cantredarum  indoxit  corporalem. 

Deuum  domina  Gw^nlhian  de  Lacy  mortaa>  tres  villas  quas  in  di£Us  cantredis 
tenuit  quoad  vitam  quae  ad  ipfum  Davidetft  fpeAabant  ratione  donationis  fupradi^be 
dominus  rex  fibi  abftalit  minus  Juile  contra  tenorem  charts  Ais. 

It£m>  Cum  didus  David  ex  donatione  domini  regis  prasdi^i  villas  de  Hope  et 
Efton  obtineret  in  Wallia,  de  quibus  nulli  refpondere  tenebatur  niii  recundnm  leges 
Wallicanas ;  tandem  jufticiarios  Ceftrienfis  fecit  ipfum  ad  inllantiam  cujafilam  Anglic! 
Wilih.  de  Vanabel  nomine  ad  comitatum  Ceftrieniem  faper  diftis  vilulis  ad  judicium 
evocari.  Et  licet  didus  dominus  David  petivi/Tet  multoties  quod  injuriofe  contra 
eandem  non  procederetur  in  di£U)  comitatu,  pro  eo  quod  ibidem  refpondere  nulla* 
tenus  tenebatar  fuper  villis  praedi^  quae  fitae  erant  in  WaUia,  fed  potias  tradUretur* 
hoc  fibi  plene  denegavit* 

Item,  Idem  juHidarius  CeHrienfis  in  gravamen  didi  domini  Davidis  nemus  faum 
de  Lleweni  et  Sylvas  fuas  de  Hope  fecit  fuccidi  tarn  per  villanos  de  Rathlan,  quam 
per  alios,  cum  idem  jufticiarius  in  terris  prasdidi  domini  Davidis  nallam  omnino  haberet 
jurifdidlionem,  et  non  contenti  quod  meremium  ibidem  qnasrerent  ad  sdifida  exigeAdjt 
tam  apud  Rodelanum  quam  alibi  in  patria,  fed  nemus  deftruendo  meremium  ibidem 
ledum  ad  vendendum  in  Hiberniam  tranfluleruntt    ' 

Item,  Cum  idem  dominus  David  quofdam  Fortanicos  de  terra  domini  regis  qui  in 
nemoribus  latitabant  cepiflet,  ac  fufpendio  tradidiflet,  idem  tamen  judiciarius  ipfum 
Davidem  penes  regem  accufabat,  ac  fi  ipfe  didos  malefaflores  defeoderet,  et  manu* 
teneret,  quod  verifimile  non  erat  cum  ipfe  David  didos  latrones  fufpendi  faceret  et 
occidi« 

Item,  Cum  efTet  cautum  in  ferma  pads  quod  Wallenfes  deberent  in  cauiis  fuis 
tradari  fecundum  leges  Wallfcanas,  iftud  tamen  circa  didum  Davidem  e:  fuos  homines 
in  nulio  extitit  obfervatum. 

De  premiilis  vero  gravaminibus  et  aliis  petiit  idem  David  aliquam  emendationem  vel 
fecundum  leges  Walliae,  vel  confuetudines,  vel  etiam  ex  gratia  ipeciali ;  et  hoc  etiam 
pfetiit  a  domino  rege,  quorum  neutrum  potuit  aliquatenus  obtinere:  et  cum  hoc  prae- 
munitus  fuit  a  quibufdam  a  curia  domini  regis^  quod  in  primo  regreffu  domini  Regi- 
nald! de  Gray  de  curia  idem  David  eiTet  capiendus  ut  filii  fui  capiendi  pro  ob 
fedibus  efTet,  infuper  fpoliandus  caflro  fuo  de  Hope,  et  etiam  fylva  fua  ibidem  fuc- 
cidendo*    Ideo  cum  idem  David  multum  laboraflet  pio  domino  rege  praedido  indiverfis 
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guerris  tarn  in  Anglia  quam  in  Wallia^  et  etpofuiflfet  (e  et  foos  variis  periciilis  el;  ia» 
juriis«  ac  atniMet  nobiliores  de  fuis  et  fbrtiorcsA  ac  multos  nimis^,  ttihilominoi  de  di^s 
graviminibus  et  aliis  nallam  omnino  jaftitiam,  emendationeiiiy  feo  gratiam  potoit 
obtinere.  Propter  qus  graVamina  et  pericula»  timens  mortem  propriam  aut  filiorum 
ftiorum,  vel  incarcerationem  perpetuam  vel  (altem  diatinam^  qaaii  coaAus  et  iovitus 
incepic  prout  potuix  fe  et  faos  defenfare*. 


Hac  eft  forma  quam  dominus  rex  Anglia  promifit  h$minibus^  <U  RoSy  aniequam  ipji 
fecerunt  fibi    bomagiumy    isf   illam  formam  its  promifit    inviolahiliter    obfirvare^ 
videlicet^ 

Quod   ipfe  domixias  rex  concederet  uniciiique  eortrat  jas  fuum^  et  juriidiAioDem 

fiiaro»  et  etiam   dominiam,  bonae  memoriae  domini  Henrici  quondam  regis  Angliae,. 

fecundum*  quod  pnedidi  homines  de-  Ros  referent  ipfos  haberent  temporibus  pnedi^: 

Henrici. 

• 

Item>.  Promtfit  prsdidVas  dominus  rex  fiipradiflis   hominibus    quod  non  darentur 

nee  ad  £rmam  ponerentur ;  quibus  articulis  conceilis  pra^facis  homtnibu6   homagium 

fecerunt  domino  regi,  et  ipfe  eis  promiTit  ore  proprio  di^kos  articulos  obfervarc.     Hoc 

non  obllante  quidam  cementapii  redeuntes  ad  villam  de  Ruthlan,  de  loco  ubi  ipfi  opera* 

bintur^  obviaverunt  cuidam  nobili  tranfeunti  cam  uxore  fua  per  viam  regiam   Taper 

pace  domini  regis^  qui  cementarii  per  vim  propofuerunc  auferre  a  pnedifio  nobili  fuam 

Hxoremj.  ec  quia  ipfe  nobilis  defeadit  fuam^  uxorem   ne   ab  ipfo   auferetur,  pracdidi 

cementarii  przdidlum  nobilem  intcrfecerunt.    Ille  autem  cui  plus  opponebatur  di^bim 

homicidium  perpetrafie,  cum  quibufdam  fociis  fuis  capti  fuerunt :    et  cum  parentela 

pracdidi  inierfcdi  petierit  jufiitiam  a  domino  jufUciario  Ccfbienfi  de  morte  con&nguinii 

eorum,  illi  de  parentela  ipfius  interfedli  fuerunt  incarcerati,  et  interfe^lores  fuernnt  a. 

carcere  libcrati. 

Item,  Quidam  homo  intcrfocit  quendam  nobilem  qui  videlicet  iiJium  Goronn  dc 
Heylyn  nutriverar,  ec  interfedlor  captus  fuit :  et  cum  quidam  de  parentela  piaedidli 
iiuerfedi  petcrent  jufticiam  dc  eornm  confanguineo  a  domino  jufliciario  Ceflrienfi,  qui- 
dam eorum  capti  fuerunt,  et  interfedlor  fuit  in  cailello  domini  regis  liberatus,  ct. 
adhuc  eft  ibi,  denegata  juftitia  pradiflac  parentelae. 

It£m>  Quidam  nobiles  vjndicaverunt  jus  in  quibufdam  terris,  et  de  mobilibiis  fins 
obtulerunt  domino  regi  magnam  fummam  pecuniae  pro  jufUcia  habenda  per  rationem  ec 
veredidtum  proborum  et  legalium.  hoxninum  de  patria  ;  qua:,  quidem  terrae  adjudicacae 
fuerunt,  prscditflis  vendicantibus  totam  terram  prasdidam  cum  omnibus  aedificiis  biadis» 
ct  aliis  bonis  in  ipfis'contentis.  Dominus  Reginaldus  de  Grey;.ct  fic  amiferunt 
primp  pecuniam  quam  pro  terra  pacaverunt^  et  poftea  terram. 
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|t£M»  Jarifdi£donb  noftne  eft  quod  nullas  extraneus  extirparet  fylras  noilras,  nifi 
pcitts  habita  Ikentia  noftra;  koc  non  obftante,  proclamatum  fuit  apud  Rodolanom 
quod  liceret  unicuique  Anglicano  extirpare  fylvas  noftras  fine  noftra  licencia  ad  libitum 
corum  volnntath^  et  quod  nobis  fuit  prohibitum  didas  fylvas  noftras  extirparp. 

I 

Item,  Terras  quas  probi  homines  a  domino  Davide  filio  Leolini  bonse  memoriae 
habuerunt  per  donationem .  praedifti  Davidis  abftulit  priedidus  jufticiarius  a  prsedidis^ 
probis  hominibus. 

Item,  Qttando  aliquis  ad  villam  de  Ruthlan  veniret  cum  mercandiis  fuis,  fi  refutaret 
iUttd  quod  Anglicus  eidem,  offcrret  pro  fuis  mercandiis,  ftatim  duceretur  ille  Wallenfis 
ad  caftrum,  et  emptor  ibidem  haberet  rem  quara  larginaverat,  et  dominus  rex  haberet 
pretium  diCtx  rei,  tunc  caMlam  diftum  Wallenfem  fpoliatum  et  atrociter  verberatum 
deliberabant,"  pacatis  prius  portario  caftri  quatuor  denariis.  Si  vero  aliquis  Wallenfis 
emeret  aliqnam  rem  in  villa  de  Ruthlan,  Anglicus  quaiifcunque  fuperveniret,  et  rem 
veftditam  di€to  Wallenfi  anferet  ab  ipib  pro  minori  pr^tio  quam  didlus  Wallenfis  fol- 
verat  pro  eadem. 

Item,  Contra  promifiionem  domini  regis  prasdidkis  hominibus  de  Ros;  ipfe  dedit 
^rritoriam  villae  de  Maenam  in  Pen  may  n  et  Lhysfaen.  ' 

Item,  Tjcutus  cujufdam  probi  hominis  deprehenfus  fait  in  patris  domini  regis  apcrd 
Ros,  etcaptus,  et  dominus  ejus  vocatis  fuit  ad  placitum  ufque  Rodolanum,  et  fuit  con- 
demnatus  in  quinque  libris  ocCafione  didi  tauri ;  bis  adivit  Londinium  pro  jufiitia 
petenda,  et  niillam  fuit,  aflecutiis,  et  in  illis  duabus  vicibus  expendidit  praedidus  homo 
tres  libra s« 

Item,  Quidam  nobiles  de  cantreda  de  Ros  emerunt  officia  pro  certa  fnmma  pecuniae  { 
pacatapeconia,  mcritis  fuis  non  exigentibus,  dominus  jufticiarius  Ceftrenfis  abflulit 
ab  eis  eorum  officia. 

Item,  Quidam  rufticus  Goronow  ab  Heylyn  conderanatus  fuit  in  17 1,  bonae  et  legalis 
monetae  juris,  ordine  non  fervAto. 

Item,  Goronow  filius  Heylyn  accipit  ad  firmam  territoriinn  de  Penmaen  et.Lhyf'- 
faen  a  magifiro  Godfrido  M.  pro  certa  pecnnias  fumma,  ufque  ad  finem  quatuor  an>« 
norum,  quo  fado  dominus  Robertus  de  C.  cum  equis  et  armis,  et  cum  viginti  quatuor 
equitibus  venic  ad  inequitandum  prasdidum  Goronowr,  occafione  didae  terroe,  ita  quod 
fic  non  fuit  fecurus  tranfitus  nee  ufque  Rodolanum,  nee  ufque  ad  jufticiarios  nifi  cum 
forti  Warniflura  de  fua  parentela  et  etiam  de  fuis  amicis. 

Item,  In  reformationem  pacis  ultro  fadae  et  firmat«  inter  dominum  regem,  et  fuos 
ex  una  parte,  et  dominum  principem  et  fuos  ex  altera  exprefiTe  continebatur ;  quod 
omnes  injurias  et  tranigreffiones  fadae  ex  utraque  parte  penitus  remitterentur ;  hoc  non 
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ohftante  oppofitum  fuit  contra  quofdam  nobiles  qaoddam  fere  faAom  temport  guemr^ 
et  iUtijn  capti  fucrunt^  nee  potuerunt  a  carcere  liberari  anteqaam  ipfi  pacarent  iedeoen» 
nurcas. 

]tim.  Cum  caufse  debent  tradari  et  termlnari  ffcundum  legem  et  ponfuetudinem 
terrae  noftrae  QOiDpellnntar  honines  cantrcdae  nolb-as  ad  jurandiim  ift  caufis  pisadiftis 
contra  fuam  coBfcientiam^  nee  aliter  jarare  patinntor. 

Prje  noa  conftavimus  trecentas  marcas  enndo  ad  dominum  regem  pro  juftitia  petenda 
in  przdi&is  articulis^  ibideiH  morando»  et  ad  piopria  redeundo ;  et  cum  not  crcdebamut 
haiaiere  plenaro  jaflitiam  de  fingulis  articulis  praediftis^  domious  rex  tranrmiilt  ad  partes- 
noftras  dominum  Re^aldam  de  Grey,  ctii  didtus  dominas  lex  totam  terram  ad  firmam 
conceflit«  ad  tradUndos  homines  praediftae  cantredx  prout  fiue  placeret  VQlsntati :  qui 
compuliit  BOS  jurare  per  man  urn  fuam  cum  deberemus  j  urate  pet  manum  domini  regis, 
et  ubi  crux  domini  regis  levari  deberet»  quod  crux  praedi^i  Regi»akli  leFaretur,  iih 
itgnum  quod  ipfe  erat  verus  dominus.  Didlus  vere  Reginaldus  ki  fuo  advento  ad. 
partes  Walliae  vendidit  quibufdam  fervientibus  domini  regis  officia  fua,  quae  pr^edidi 
iervientes  prius  emerant  a  dom.  rege  pro  23  Marcis^  et  ilia  officia  aon  deberent  veadi 
niii  qum  dominium  dominorum  mujtaretuj'^ 

It£U,  Dominus  rex  dedit  Maredudo  filio  Madoc  magifterium  fatellitom  pro  (no* 
iervitioy  dominiu  Re>inaldus  do  Grey  akftolit  ah  ea  Auim  oikium,  nee  a  domino  rege- 
aiTequi  potuit  aliquam  ju^tiam*. 

Item,  Unus  de  confilio  pradidi  Reginald!  nobis  dixit  ore  ttnos^  fciiicet  C/nwricus- 
Fichan,  quod  in  adventu  prxdi£li  Reginald  ad  partes  Wallix,  yiginti  quacuor  homines- 
de  probioribus  hominibus  cujuflibet  cantredas  caperet  ad  incarcerandos  ip (bs  perpetuo 
vel  decapitandos :.  propter  ifta.  gnivimina^  et  alia  quae  didlus  Reginaldus  nobis  fecit; 
et.  ctiam  propter  minas  q^ias  ip&  nobis  Intadit^  videlicet  quod  fi  mitteremus  aliquos. 
nnrclos  ad  curiam  domini  regis  pro  juftitia  petenda  decapitarentur.  Multa  alia  damna* 
nobis  aliata^  et  injuriac  fadlae;  et  quando  mittcbamus  ad  curiam  domini  regis,  nuntit  non 
permittebantui!  nee.  aufi  fuejwnt  istivire,  Mr  expendebant  multft  inutiliter ;  ,ob  i&k 
gravamina  xilimabamus  nos  efTe  liberos  a  juramento  fado  domino  regis  coram  deo. 

Itb»i>  Bledyn.  Seis,  et  Anj^nus  fijius  Genaf  de  Ros  quoddam  malefudam  feceruiK 
temporibus  David  filii  Lewelini«  Sc  Hearici  regis,  de  horaicidiis  fa^is   tunc  fatisfac-- 
tignem  et  emendam  fatisfacere  monAraverunt ;  et  modo  de  novo  Reginaldus  de  Grey- 
vellet  et  cogetet    illam   eipendam  renovare>.  donee    oportuit.  ipfos  terram  propriasr 
nlinquene. 

Item»  Cenfus  et  obventlones  quos  folvimus  de  veteri  moneta  per  medietatem  unius 
anai  ant.e  adventum  novx  monetas^,  cogerunt  no^  reddere  eii  novas  monetas  pro  veteri 
et  hoc  fub  eodam  numcro. 
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Ijfia  funi  gravtamina  per  domimtm  regitn  iS  fu9s  juftidarics  iUata  Rhtfo  partio  di 

YJirai  Tyvjy* 

jPniMUM  cft»  Poftquam  dtdltts  Rhyt  dedit  et  coiiceiBt  domino  regi  caftrom  fimm 
apad  Qynefowr  poft  uhimam  pacit  fotmam :  qui  diftus  Khefas  tunc  tempoiis  erat  in 
toncilio  domini  Payn  de  Gadfiy,.  codem  tempore  interfedi  fuerant  fex  nobiles  viri    ' 
domini  Rhys,   de  quibas  fatisfa&ionem  nee  joftitiam  unquam  kabuit  qaod  fait  exj 
damnum  et  gravamen* 

InsM^  Johannes  Giffiird  calomniavit  cum  Rhefuni  fuper  basreditatem  propriam  apnd 
Hirwryn,  quicquid  Rhefus  inqni&yit  a  domino  rege  legem,  patriae  fuae,  aut  legeiki 
oomitatns  Caermardden,.  in  quo  comitata  antecefibres  di^i  Rhys  folebant  habere  leges, 
quando  fierent  in  unitatem  AngUcorum,  et  Tub  eorum  dominis;:  quod  idem  Rhyt 
nullas  leges  habuit,  et  fuam  terram  praediflam  totaliter  amifit;  vellent  ipfum  in* 
ftriAgere  ifr  comitata  Herefordienfi^  ubi  aumquam  anteceflbres  ejus  refponderanti 

?RATBREA  in>  teffis  praeikti  Rhefi'  talia  gravamina  faeront  per  Anglicos  faAa^ 
maxime  pertinent  ad  eccleiiafticos,  videlicet  in  ecclefia  SanAi  Davidis  quae  vocatnr 
fclangadawc  feceront  ftabula,  et  meretrices  collb€averunt>  et-  omnia  bona  que  in  ea 
continebantur  omnitto  afportaverunt  atque  totos  domos  combuiTerunt ;  et  in  eademi 
^clefia  juxta  aram  percuflernnt.  capellannm  cum  gladio  ad.  caput  ejus  et.eum  reli^ 
querant  femivivura*. 

Itsm»  In  eadtoi  patria  eccleitam  Dyngad'  et  eccleiiam  LItotrediif  (pollaverant  et' 
combttflerunt;  caeterafqae  ecck/ias  ex  partibut  illis  omnino  ipoliaverunt  calcibus,  et> 
llbris»  ac  omnibus  aliis*  ornamentit  et  rebus.. 

Gravamipa  Lewilini  fiUi  Rbys^  (^  Moweli  fratris  ejus  per  domihum  regem  illaUa 

funt.hac, 

PosT^Aii  in  ibrmam  ^t^it   inter    dominum-  Hefiricum>  tunc,  teinporis    regem* 
Angliae  et  domimtm  prtncipem  apud  Rhydchwnna,  tunc  prsefatus  rex  concefSij  etper 
cartas  fuas  confirmavit  praefato  prineipi  homagium  praedidorum  nobiliam  ex9s.     PraedifU  So  loni.aa.^. 
nobites  fuerant  fiddes  et  conftantes  com  prae&topriacipe^.joxta  eorum .dooationem  etv 
oartaram  fuarum  confirmationem :  Edwardus  nanc  rex^  Angljs.  prsediAos  nobiles  de- 
hsercditavit,  dcnegandfl  eifdem  omnes  leges  et  conructadintf  Walllx;  ita  quod  non. 
habnerunt  terras  fuas  nee  per  legem,  nee  pergratiam.  J 


IJict 


6o6  APPENDIX. 


Ifia  Junt  gravimina^  damna^  fiu  mleftia  fer  Auglicos  illatM  filiis  Maredudlf  fSTi 

Owens. 

Phi  MUM  eft  quamqaam  cioininas  rex  conoeiEt  jpraedi^s  nobilibus  faas  proprias 
hcreditates  poft  pads  fermaiiiy  videlicet  Genear'giyn  et  Creadhjn ;  prsfatus  vero  rex, 
contra  foam  donationem  ec  pacia  formamy  terris  Aipradidtia  antedidos  nobilet  deluere- 
ditavit,  denegando  eidem  omnes  leges  et  confttCUidinea  Wallix,  et  Anglix,  atque 
comitatus  Caermardhyn, 

Sbcvn»um  eft.  Quod  prxfatus  rex  in  fuo  comiutn  de  Cardigan,  per  faos  jnlti- 
ciariof  antedidos  nobiles  compellit^  nt  ipfi  traderent  judicium  fuper  ignobilcs  ac 
fubditos  patriee,  et  quod  tales  homines  e  comiiib  judicium  fuper  ipfos  opponerent,  ubi 
aumquam  anteceflboes  eorom  ab  Anglicis  talia  fuftiauerunt. 

TiaTivM  eft.  Quod  jufticiarii  domini  regis  curiam  eorum  nobilium  abftulerunt» 
compellendo  homines  fuos  proprios  coram  eis  fatisfacere  quia  de  Jure  coram. prxdidis 
nobilibus  deberent  fatisfacere* 

QvARTUM  eft.  Quod  quoddam  naufragium  in  tenis  antedidorum  nobilium  fait,  qui 
quidem  nobiles  bona  naufragii  receperunt,  iicut  abteceiTofcs  eoriun  fecerunt,  et  hoc 
non  fuit  els  prohibitum  peraliquos  ex  parte  regis:  antedidlus  vero  rex  contra  eorum 
confuetudinem  et  legem,  occafione  illius  Naufragii  eofdem  damnavit  in  odoginta 
Marcis  fterlingorum  ;  atque  bona  qnie  in  Naufragio  continebantur  omnino  afporta 
verunt. 

QuiNTUM  eft.  Quod  nullus  noftrum  ia  comttatu  Uftegd  de  Cardigan  aufus  eftet 
venire  inter  Anglicos  propter  timorem  carceris  et  nili  fuifTet  propter  pericukm  No- 
bilibus Metrop.  nihil  contra  honoram  domini  regis  movereat* 

Significant  vero  quod  omhes  Chriftiani  habent  leges  et' con fuetudines  in  eorum 
propriis  terris;  Judsei  vero  inter  Anglicos  habent  leges,  ipfi  vero  in  terris  fuis,  et 
eorum  anteceftbres  habuerunt  leges  immutabiles  et  confuetudines,  donee  Anglia  pod 
ultimam  guerram  ab  eis  leges  faas  abftttlerunt. 


Mcimrandum  de  quterelit  omnium  nobilium  virorum  de  lyhadatuy  eifdem  iatis  ac  faSfh 
per  Rogerum  de  Clyffird^  l^  Rtfgerum  Crofcil  vicem  domini  Rogeri  de  Qyfford 
gerentem  eenWa  privilegium,  juftitiamy  et  confuetudinem  pradi&erum  virorum  de 
Tjhatuyy  ut  dicunt  et probant* 

Primus  articulus  eft  quod  cum  d!£li  Rogeri  cogerunt  didlos  homines  de  Yftradatuy 
jceddere  libi  pro  confuetudinibus  fuis  viginti  Marcas  fterlingorum,  et  poft  folutionem 

dia« 
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diSt»  peconias  dco  fregerant  in  hone  modomj  qaod  ptfuertiiit  fdpfr'17  vim  jkdi. 
cauntes  fecimdosi  jus  AngU«;  fuod  nuaquam  fait  cofifuetado  nee  peiTilisgiufli  di£Uv 

patriae^ 

Item.  Ma(kcus  filius  Bledyn  condemnata^  fuic  in  qaatuor  Marcio  injafte. 

Item.  LewelinuS  Rufus  condemnatus  fuit  In  quincjuc  Marcis  et  17  averlis  contra 
friTilei^utn  ec  confaetudinem  patrix. 

Item.  Quod  ipfi  Rogcri  fecerunt  fbreftam  fupcr  terrain  propriam  virorum  patriae: 
et  propter  pedem  luiius  cervi  inventum  id  ore  canis  alicujus^  tres  homines  fuerunt 
fpoliati  otnnino. 

Item.    Michael  ab  YgnftyL cohdemnattts  fait  in*  decern  iblidis  pro  faflopatrtt  fui>. 
qnadragiiua.  airais  elckpiifl« 

Item.     Cogernat  parentis  Ennii  a.Strabonis  ad  reddendum  £aum  relsvagum  in^ 
vica  fua». 

Item.     Quod  ipfl  pofuerunt  faper  nos  omnes  fatellitos  de  Anglicise  quod  nanqaaia: 
fait  nolira  dimidietas.  ,    .  .  . 

* 

Item.  Dati  fuimus  domino  Maori  tio  de  Cr  a  my^.et  vinditi  f aim  us  domino  Rogero 
de  Clyffordj  quod  nunquam  fuit  fuper  parentet  noflros* 

« 

Item.  'Roberti  de  Monte  alto  petiit,  a  domino  rege  tertiam  partem  terne  de  Monte 
alto  in  Ward,   et  dijudicata  fuit  coram  domino  rege  quod  numquam  didta  terra  fuit- 
in  Ward  data,. 


^rff 


Hi  funt  ariiculi  qu^ionurft  iliati  ab  hominibus  de  Penlhyny  injufte  pfr  con/iabularium 

j/ibi  Monaflerii  t£  fuos  cives* . 


Privio.  Cynwric  filius  Madoci  fuit  fpoliatus  ab  eis  tempore  pacis  odo  libris,  et 
quatuor  bobus,  et  blado  laboris  unius  aratri,  per  duos  annos  et  valore  trium  librarum 
a  tribos  hominibus  ejufdem  ;  affirmat  etiam  quod  folvet  16  libras  per  odto  in  valore,  et 
majorem  habuit  injuriam  imponendo  man  us  in  ipfum  quam  totum  quod  amiiit,  quia 
tunc  erat  conllabularlus  domini  principis  apvd  Penllyn :  non  fuit  alia  caufa  didae 
fpoliationis  niA  quia  dicebatur  invenire  24  garbas  de  decimis  in  domo  cujufdam  hominis 
didi  Cynwrici. 

Item.  Adam  Preco  condemnatus  fuit  in  feptem  iblidit  $c  oAo  denariis,  et  equa 
valoris  unius  librx,  imponendo  manus  in  ipfum  et  liberando  latronem  di^  equae^  quia 
ipfe  vcnerat  ibidem  com  di£lo  latrone  capto* 

Item. 
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Iriif.  Endevot  ab  Grnfydh  condemnatnt  foit  in  27  s.  nee  fait  caofii  dfi  quia 
•vendidit  eqaam  onam  ad  unom  niliarc  citra  villain,  iicut  folebant  i  tempore  ^uo  non 
extat  memorial  quando  veniebant  ad  nondinas. 

Item.  Adaf  Dda  condemnatus  foit  in  30s.  eo  qnod  dao  bores  qaos  propofuerat 
Teadere  in  foro  Albi  Monafteiii  exibant  villam  ipfi)  conveniente^  et  captns  fuic  et  detentas 
ufqae  ad  folutionem  30s*  nee  ipii  -bores  exierant  nifi  da  Plateo  qua  ftabant  nfqae  ad 
aliam  Plateam. 

In  It.  Biryt  filias  Gwjm,  condemnatas  fait  in  qninque  IblidiSy  et  in  oarcerem  doftas  » 
toquod  percuffit  unam  bovem  indomittim  ipfum  calcantem  in  foro. 

Itbm*  Yorwerch  ab  Gorgonon  condemnatus  fait  70.  eo  quod  evalerat  quondam  de 
caroere  eornm  tempore  gaeme,  et  in  tempore  pacis  inventus  fuit  in  di£U  villa,  et  hoc 
contra  ibrmam  pads  initx  inter  dominum  regem«  et  dominum  principem. 

Item.  Duo  famuli  Kenwric  ap  Grnffydh  condemnati  fuerant  in  duabus  MarciSj  eo 
qnod  dicebant  ipibs  non  iblvlfle  toletum  poftquam  folverant. 

Itbm.  Caducanus  Niger  famolus  conftabnlarii  de  Penlyhyn  <captus  fuit  et  con- 
demnatus in  6  s.  et  4d.  eo  quod  nolebat  recipere  veterem  moaetam  pro  npva. 

Aferrant.  Item.  Grnifydh  ap  Goionow  Sireinarims  domini  Principis  fpoliatus  fuit  ono  bove 

valoris  lis.  et  8d.  et  poftqnam  arraveret  conftabularius  cum  dido  bove  per  ieptem 
n  Acnfes,  foWitdiAus  GruiFynos  pro  dido  bove,  40  d<. 

It£-m«  Howel  ap  David  ipoGatus  fuit  per  fatellltes  albi  Monafterii  dnobus  folidis 
extra  villam,  eo  quod  denegaverat  prius  munera  at  folent  fatellites  petere. 

Item.  David  ap  Gronow  ab  Eynioa  fpoliatas  fuit  30s.  eo  quod  quidam  cives  albi 
monailerii  dixit,  quod  quidam  de  Penlhyn,  qui  mortuus  fuerat,  denegabatur  ei  in 
^uibofdam  rebus« 

Item.  Duo  famuli  Y  bongam  captifuerunt  et  condemnati  in  duabus  libris^  eo  quod 
pofuerunt  manum  in  quendam  lacronem  qui  ipoliabat  eos  in  viila  per  noAem,  et 
liberaverunt  latronem. 

Item.  Eyncon  Hlius  Ichael  captus  et  verberatus  fuit,  et  fpoliatus  dnobus  bobaa 
valorii,  24s.  ct6d.  nulla  alia  decaufa,  nifi  quod  boves  ipfo  connivcnte  raoverunt  ft 
de  platea  ad  iliam  plateam. 

Item.  Adaf  ap  Ychael  condemnatus  fuit  In  dnabns  libris  pro  una  libra,  et  ipfe 
pofnerat  in  juramento  cujufdam  civis  de  albo  monafterio  quod  non  tenebatur  niii  ia 
una  libra  pro  principe,  nee  voluit  jorare,  et  ideo  fpoliatus  fait  una  libra. 
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Item.  Guyan  Maefiran  ijpoliatas  fuit  5  s.  eo  qaod  dicebat  quod  quid  am  Mercator  de 
^rdydwy  tenebat^r  eis  in  quibufdam  rebus,  cum  ipfe  nee  erat  de  dida  Balliva*:  item 
«condemnatu3  fuit  in  8  d.  quia  dicebanc  ipfum  vendere  quafdam  oves  extra  villam  cum 
ipfe  noa  vendiderat. 

Item.  Famulus  Lewelini  ab  Gwyn  fpoHatus  fuit  feptem  ovibusj  et  js.  et  fuopallio, 
eo  quod  dicebant  ipfum  efle  de  domino  difiydh  ab  Gwyn  cum  ipfe  non  erat. 

Item.  lorwerch  ab  Meylir  captus  fuit  et  condemnatus  in  15  s.  cum  pa11io»  eo  qood 
denegavit  dare  munus  fatellitibus  quod  petebant>  ipfi  (inxerunt  eum  in  villa  perno6lare. 

Item.  Gives  albi  monafterii  rapuerunt  a  Madoco  Rufo  filio  Ychael  unum  bovem 
valoris^  iis.  et  6d. 

IsTA  omnia  fafta  fuerunt  per  Henricam  Gamber  didii  loci  conflabularium,  cum  aliis 
innunierabilibus  articulis. 

.   Item.  Ybicre  captus  fuit  in  negetio  domini  principis,  et  condemnafus  in  5  s.  abfque 
aliqua  caufa.   . 

« 

Hac  funt  gravamina  Goronow  JUii  Htyfyn^  viz* 

Quod  quide/n  Villanus  di£(us  Coronon  vocatus  fuit  ad  curiam  domini  regis  occa- 
fione  indebitae  caufae.  Tunc  didlus  Goronow  venit  ad  fuum  villanum  defendendum,  et 
petitt  pro  ipfo  veritatem  a  domino  jufliciario,  aut  legem  qua  utuntur  homines  fux patriae; 
omnibus  autem  his  eidem  denegatis^  didus  yiilands  condemnatus  fuit  in  27  libris^  et 
tribus  obolis :  tunc  didus  Goronow  adivit  Londonium  pro  juHitia  habenda,  et  expendit 
quinque  Marcas  et  quatuor  Solidos,  et  promiiTa  fuit  fibi  juilitia,  et  nullam  fuit  aiTecutus. 

Item.  Quidam  nobilis  fuit  interfedus,  videlicet,  qui  nutriverat  filium  did!  Goro- 
now»  et  ilte  interfedor  captus  fuit  et  deportatus  fuit  apnd  caf^rum  de  Ruthlan :  tunc 
didus  Goronow  et  quidem  de  parenteb  interfedi  petierunt  ju^tiam  de  interfedore : 
tunc  denegata  eis  juftitia,  quidam  fuerujit  incarcerati»  et  ille  interfedor  fuit  in  Caftello 
liberattts.  Tunc  didus  Goronow  interum  adivit  Londonium  propter  fupradida  gravamina 
ad  juititiam  petendam,  et  expendit,  20  Marcas^  3  s.  4d.  Et  dominus  rexpromifit  eidem 
plenariam  juditiam,  et  nullam  fuit  adepcas  cum  pervenit  ad  patriam  fuam. 

Item.  Tertio  ex  defedu  juftitias  oportuit  didum  Goronow  adire Londonium  occafionr- 
bus  fupradidis  pro  juftitia  petenda  et  expendit  ilia  vice  18  Marcas,  6$.  8d.  bons  et 
legalis  Monetae ;  et  tunc  fimpHciter  ^romiiit  dominus  rex  eidem  juftitiam  perhibere; 
et  quando  credebat  habere  jufUtiam,  tunc  venit  Re^nddus  de  Grey,  et  dixit  aperte 
quod  ipfe  deberit  tradare  totam  patriam  per  chartas  domini  regis,  et  abflulit  totam 
Ballivam  a  dido  Goronow ;  quam  fibi  dominus  rex  conceflit,  et  vendidit  illam  Ballivam 
ad  volnntatem  fuam,  et  tunc  petiit  didus  Goronow  juftitiam  a  domino  Reginaldo  de 
gravamimbos  fupradidis,  et  nullam  fuit  adeptus* 

4  I  Item. 
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iTBir*  Difias  Goronow  Mcepit  terrtni,  videlicet,  Penmaen  et  LysSun  tdfirmtm  de 
Godfrido  Merlyn,  ofqae  ad  finem  quatiAr  annornm  pro  carta  pecuniae  fiirama*  Tunc 
RobertQs  de  Cruqner  venit  cam  equis  fuis  et  armis  ad  quaBrendua  di^Um  teiram  per 
viniy  et  quia  didlus  Goronow  non  -permitteret  auferre  didam  terram  ab  ebdem  uique  ter*> 
minnm  pracfignatam,  tunc  vocatus  fait  ad  curiam  didtus  Goronow  ilia  occaiione ;  tunc 
venit  Reginaldus  de  Grey,  cam  viginti  qaatoor  equitibus  armatis  ad  proponendam  ca- 
pere  dictum  Goronow*  vel  ad  eundem  decapitandum  ;  et  qaia  viderant  qaod  non  pof- 
fent  implere  fuum  propofitum  illo  die,  vocavernnt  di£lum  Goronow  craftino  die  apad 
Ruthlan,  et  tunc  didlus  Goronow  habqit  confilium  ita  quod  non  deberent  adire  didUm 
curiam :  iterum  didus  Goronow  vocatus  fuit  adpracitum  apud  Caerwys,  et  non  aufas 
fuit  adire  didum  placitum  niii  per  conduflum  domioi  epifcopi  Afapheniis,  quia  diftas 
Reginaldus  et  Aii  complures  ibidem  erant  armati. 

Item.  Propter  i/la  gravamiaA  de  qoibus  nnlbun  baboit  jufUdam  atfi  laborare  et 
expendere  duas  libr.  quatuor  Marca$>  et  gd  ;  et  quia  non  aufus  fuit  in  propria  perfoaa 
adire  curiam,  mifit  quendam  nunciam  deportantem  duas  liceras,  unam  ad  dominunx 
regenij  et  aliam  ad  fratrem  Lewelinum,  ad  fignandum  domino  regi  quod  amitteret  to- 
tarn  patrifim,  et  didum  Goronow  quia  non  obfervavit  illud  quod  eifdem  promifit;  et 
«  quia  nnllam  pofTent  homines  de  Ros  et  Arglifeld  aflequi  juftitiam,  et  quia  nolott  corri^ 
^  gere  five  emendare  iAa  gravattiina  proptear  koc  amifit  totam  pamam* 


Supplicant  fan^tati  veftrae,  domine  archiepifcope  Cantuarieniifl  totius  Anglian  pri* 
mas,  nobiles  viri  de  Tegengyl,  et  vobis  demonflrant  quod  cum  praedi^i  nobiles  fecerant 
homagium.  domino  £dwardo  regi  Angliae,  ipfe  rex  eifdem  promifit  quod  eofdem  im« 
munes  obfervaret  et  indemnes,  tam  in  bonis,  libertatibus,  Juribas,  jurifdittonibus,  privi- 
legiis  quibus  ufi  fuerunt  tempore  Henrici  regis  per  fuum  obtentum.  privllegium;  ex. 
qaibus  privilegiis  fuerunt  poftmodo  fpoliati. 

Imprimis.  Juribus  et  confuetudinibus  partlas  fuerunt  fpoliati,  viz.  prsediftus  Ed- 
ward us  compellendo  quod  ipfi  procederent  in  caufis  fecund  am  legem  Anglicanam,  cum. 
fecundum  tenorem  privilegii  fui  Secundum  legem  Wallicanam  procedere  dcbuifient,  viz. 
apud  Trcf  Edwyn,  et  apud  Ruthlan,  et  apud  Caerwys  ;  et  optimati  de  patria  fuerunt 
manu  capti  quia  ipfi  provocabant  quod  ipfi  procederent  in  caufa  apud  Tref  Edwya 
fecundum  leg^m  et  confuetudinem  AjE^allicanam  fecundum  tenorem  priviIegH« 

.Secundo.    Quia  unas  jufticiarius  duceret  in  caufis  peragendis,  alius  fuus  praedeceflbr 
*      in  irritum  revocaret,  viz.  in  caufa  Davidis  Reginaldus  de  Grey  recitavit^   procefiiim 
quem  fuus  antecefibr  ratum  habaic,  et  etiam  approbavit. 

T£RTio.     Qaod  fi  unus  nobilia  de  patria  fuiiS^t  propter  calumniam  fibi  impofitam 
Surety,      captus,    quod  non  remitterent  eundem  pro  cautione  fde'vifforia  evadere,    quod  facere 
debuifient^ 

Quarto* 


A     ^ 
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'QuAiiTO.     Qaod  tres  onius  liobilis  dedufti  ad  caftmtn  fuerunt  de  Flynt,  propter  - 
pirvam  acca&tionem,  iiaa  cam  areriis  fuis,  nee  potuerunt  de  caftro  deveetre,  nee  diU- 
tionem  obtioere  donee  unafquHque  dedit  mnun  bovem  conftabalamo  de  Flynt,  'et  donee 
Xolverunc  tres  libras  Kynwrico  Sets  pro  dilatione  habenda. 

QuiMTO.  Reginftldvs  de  Grey  teiras  virornxn  de  Merton  dedic  ft  conceffic  abbati  de 
Baiingwerk  ordhiis  Cifterciend.  contra  l^em  Wallicanam,  et  patrs  conAietudim  ;  et 
contra  formam  pads  inicae  inter  dominum  Lewelinum  principem  et  dominum  regeniy 
viz;'  1 6  cantatas  terras.  « 

Sexto.  Mirantur  nobiles  et  optinvati  patrix  pro  eo  quod  dbmioitB  rex  fecit  asdiiicare 
caftrum  fuper  tcrr.im  et  pofleffionem  magnatum,  et  mandavic  dominas  rex  julliciario 
Aio  quod  ipfe  folveret  eque  bonara  ^erram  iliis  fpoliatis  et  adhuc  aliquam  terraoij  nee 
fuse  terras  isertimationem  funt  confecati  in  Flynt. 

Sbptimo.  Reginaldus  de  Grey  non  permitteret  poffeffores  fylvarum  uti  fyliris  fuis, 
donee  ;ib  eifdem  *pretium  et  praemium  fuiiTet  confecutus,  et  aliis  rufticis  gratis  permit- 
teret fylvam  praedidlorum  abfcidere,  cum  non  debuifient  fecandum  patriae  confuetudinem 
«t  legem  WailicanaoK 

Octavo.  Cam  homines  de  Cyrchynan  fecerunt  pa£(um  cam  domino  rege,  quod 
cum  ipfi  concederent  dimidietatem  cujufdam  pratij  ad  hoc  quod  dominus  rex  non  per- 
xi^itteret  fylvam  praedidtorum  abfcidere  Howelo  filio  Grnffydd  praefente,  et  poftmodum 
Reginaldus  de  Grey  praediflam  pratum  infirmavit,  vvz,  concedendo  aliis  quod  abfcide- 
^ent  fylvam  praedidlorum>  et  eofdem  dimidietate  praci  fui  fpoliando. 

Ndko.     Filias  Kynwrici  ab  Goronow  fnit  captus  apad  Rutklan  culpa  fua  minime 

praec^dente,  nifi  vellet  pignus  fuum  acquietare  'a  quoddam  muliere,  et  conftabularius  Redeem  the 

de  Ruthlan  fecit  eundem  detradi  in  carcerem  injurioie,  nee  potuit  exinde  dtliberarf  do-  ^^^^* 

nee  praedidus  -fuit  condemnatus  -ultra  fuorum  bonorum  hypotheca.  Vttua* 

De6imo.     Cum  baliivus  de  Ruthlan  erat  in  convivio  apod  villam  Four  Hutmus  At 
Limayl  quendam  virAim  nobilem  crudeliter  vulneravit  in  praefestia  ballivi  fapradifli ; 
cajus  vulneris  occaiione  praedidlus  Hutmus  fuit  in  odlb  Hbris  condemnatus :  et  quum  il!e 
cui  injuria  fuiiTet  fa£ta  petere  voIuifTet  praedi^as  libras,  eundem  fecit  detrudi  in  car-  * 
cerem  una. 


Undbcimo.  Nuntii  Reginald!  de  Grey  propofuerunt  facere  illud  quod  erat  abfurdum 

et  difibnum  juris  fecund um  canonicas  fandliones ;  videlicet  petere  ab  eifdem  quod  ipfi 

ararent  Reginaldo  de  Grey,  et  quod  ipfi  femiiiarent  illam  sQ-aturam  ;    et  illi  fuerunt 

nuntii,  viz.  Kynwricus  Seis  et  Hutmus  de  Limayl,    quod  prsedi6lus  vero  Kyncvricui 

in  prsefentia  omnium  de  patria  juravit,  nifi  omnes  de  patria  ararent  quod  ipfi  infra 

temptts  poeniterent,  et  ipfi  multum  timuerunt  metu  qui  potuit  cadere  in  conflantem 

virum. 

4I  2  Due- 


6ii  APPENDIX^ 

Duodecimo.  Qood  pneeones  de  Tcgeyngl  emerant  officitun  pneconis  pro  30  maroTff- 
a  domino  rege,.  et  poftmodiuxi  Reginaldiu  de  Grey  pnediftot  praeoones  ttm  pecunut^ 
quam  praeconia  ipoliavic  contra  legem. et  confuetadinem  Anglicanam. 

« 

T&RTioDECiMO.   Septem  noblles  fuerunt  interfedi  mittut  jufte  ab  Anglicisp  et  adhuc 
parentea  praedi^torum  aliquam  fatisfa^tionem  non  haboerunt,  cam  illi  malefadores  fue- 
rontcapti;  et  poflmodam  praedidos  maleftdores  remiferont  pracdiOi  conftabalarii  im-- 
punitos. 

Ofartodecimo.  Conftabularius  unns  de  RatKlan  detradit  duos  Satellites  domini> 
regis  in  carcere,  pro  eo  quod  ipfi  tenuerunt  aliqiiiem  Anglicum  qui  grave  deiidumv 
commiiit  hominem  alium  vulnerando. 

IsTi  onuies  articali  in  praBrntiHs  nominati, .  fuerunt  perpietrati  contra  praedidorom  vU* 
rorum  llbertatem>  jurifdiAionem,  et  privilrgium  et  contre  legem  et  confuetadinem 
Wallicanam;.  videlicet,  quod  non  erant  aufi  eorum  quaerelas  domino  regit  per  fuoa 
nuncios  denuntiare,  propter  metum  Reginaldi  et  timorem,  qui  met  as  pot  nit  cadere  in-i 
conftancem  virum :  quia  praedidus  Rpginaldus  fua  voce  Dilvada  fait  pioteflatas  ;  quod  > 
fin  inveniret  nuncios  praedidorum  quod  eofdem  decapitaret  prouLnobls  ex  parte  unias^ 
ex  coniilio  fuo  fuit  certive  intimatum.     In  tantum  quod  lingua  non  poteil  proferrcj  nee 
penna  fcribere  in  quantum  prsdidll  homines  de  Tegeyngl  iiiervuu  aggravati^ 

CoK<^BRiTUJi  vobis»^domiae  archiepiicope  Cantuarienfis  totius  Anglis  primas,; 
Lewelinus  £liUs  Griffini  filii  Madoci  de  conflabulario  de  cruce  Ofwaldi  regis,  et  de  ho-«^ 
minibus  ejufdem  villae,  qui  prasdiAum  Lewelinum  tertia  parte  cojafdam  villas  qaas  vo-. 
catur  Ledroty  et  curia  patris  fui,  fine  obfervatione  juris  patriae  foae  vel  confuetudine .> 
inequ  i  ter  fpol  iar un  t. . 

Fraterea.  Prcdi^us  conftabuliriiia  et  fut  complures  eaadem^LeweHniim  com«^ 
muni  paflura,  qua  praedi^lua  Lewelinus  ufus  fuit  temporibus  retroaAis,  ordine  juris* 
patriae  minime  obfervaro,  fpoliarunt,  et  in  70  libris  occafione  praedidae  pafturae  con- . 
demnaverint.  Caeterum  domina  rex  Angliae-conceffit  ^uafdam  literas  cuidam^Baftardo, 
fcilicet  Griffino  Fychan  ab  Cynlhaeth,  ad  litigandum  contra  eundem  .Lewelinam  proi 
toto  domino  fuo  obtinendo, .  quarum  literarum  occafione  idem  Lewelinaa  expendit* 
ccl.  flerlingprura  legalis  ufualifae  monetae. 

Iterum.  Prxdiflus  conftabularius  compuliit  praedi^um  Lewelintfm  ad  mittendum  . 
duos  fuos  nobiles  ad  cos  fufpendendos  ad  praedidum  conftabularium  quicquid  viri 
nobilcs  fnfpendi  minime  debuiHent,  quam  fufpeniionem  nollent  parentcs  prxdi^torum^ 
hominum  fuilinuiire  pro  ccc.  libris  ilerlingorum.  Poftmidum  praedidlus  conftabularius* 
incacerravit  bis  60  homines  praedidi  Lewelini  nulla  prasmiifa  ratione,  nifi  quod  quidam* 
gareo  emifit  quandam  vocero,  nee  potuerunt  evaddre  fnum  carcerem  donee  qoilibec- 
coram  folvit  decern  folidos  pro  fu%  deliberation e. 
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I¥.BM.     Qaando  homrnes  praediai  Lewclini  vcnirent  ad  forum  ad  fuos  bovcs  vcn- 
dendos,   praedidtus  conftabiilanus  faceret'boves  deduci  ad   caftrum*  ncc  poftmodum 
boves  reilicaerit,  nee  pretium  folvcrct  vcnditori :  prxfertim  idem  conftabularius  ct  fiii 
ceperont  jcunenta-praedidi  Leweliai  ad  cerram  fuam  propriam,.et  de  eifdem  jumentis. 
feceront  fuam  voluntatei^. 

Prjetsrba.  Jufticiarii  domihi  regis  compulferunt  praedl^nm  Lewelinum  ad  trt«> 
dendum  quandam  villam  filiis  Eneoni  £lii  Griffini ;  qui  quidem  prsdi^lam  villam,  nee 
a.  fe^.nec  a . prsodeceflbnbus  fuerunt  confecuti>  ordine  juris  patriae  fuae  in  hac  parte 
minime  oblervato. 

lojiM.  Praedidus  conilabulariu^  abflnlit  eqoum  ballivi  praedi&i  Lewelihi  fine  allqua 
ratione^  nee  iibi  aliqoid  debebatur ;  nee  adhue  praedidlus  ballivus  fatisfadlionem  aliquam 
eft  confecutus. 

CjETtKUhu  Qi^ando  praediflus  Lewelinus  volebat  adire  villam  qu£  vocatur  Caerlfeon 
cum  literis  domini  regis  ad  comperiendum  ibidem  in  die  iibi  ailignata ;  filii  Griffini 
£lii  Gwenynny  et  armigeri  domini  Rogeri  Staraingr  ex  con (i lie  Rogeri  eundem  Lewe- 
Itnum  et  fuos  incarcerarunt  in  fui  injuriam  et  fuorum  non  modicam  Jaeiionem ;  quam 
injuriam  et  laefionem  nollet  prsdidlus  Lewelinus  et  fui  fuffinuiiFe  pro  ccc  marcis  fterlin* 
gorum  ;.  nee  ab  eifdem  pptuit  evadere  donee  invenit  pro  fe  fufficientem  cautionem. 

His  et  alifs  receptis  in  feriptis  acceifit^  archiepifcopus  ad  dominum  regem  ;  fupplicans  • 
ei  humiliter  ut  gravamina  fupradidla  dignetur  avertere^  et  ea  corredliune  debita  cer- 
minare  :  et  faltem  pro  tanto -habere  excefiiis  Wallenfium  excufatos  :  qui  refpondix  Wal- 
lenfes  inj^riis  iibi  illatis  elTe  ex cnfabiles, .  quia  omni  tempore  poratus  exciterat  omni'^ 
facere  juftitiam  conquerenti:  quo  audito»  .archiepifcopus  regi  iterum  fupplicavic  ut  per- 
mitteret  Wallenfes  pro  fuis  grava minibus  exponendis  et  remediis  afferendiis  ap  ipfum 
habere  acceflum  liberum  et  regreflum  (  qui  refpondit  quod  libere  permitteret  eos  ad  fe 
accedere  fed  et  redira  ;  G.  fecundum  juftitiamregreiTus  eorum  meritis  refponderet.  Qui- 
bns  auditis  acceffit  archiepifcopus  ad  principem  Walliae  in  Snawdonlam  ut  tam  ipfum 
quam  Davidem  fratrem  fuum  et  caeteros  Wallenles  ad  aliquam  humilitatis  regulam  ip- 
forum  animos  inclinaret ;  per  quam  poiTet  qui  ipforum  nuncius  regiam  clementiam  ad 
ipfos  admittendos  in  gratiam  inclinare.  Poft  varios  autem  tradl^tus  refpondic  princeps  : 
quod  paratus  erat  voluncati  regiae  fa  fupponere  duobos  prasfuppo/itis,  falva  fcilicet 
confcientia  fua  qua  populo  fuo  aififtere  tenebatur;  falva.eciam  con deicentia  flatus  fui. 
Q^ae  cum  archiepifcopus  retulifTet  domino  regi,  refpondit  dominus  rex  quod  nullum  ' 
alium  de  pace  voiebat  cum  principe  ac  fubditis  fuis  habere  traflatum,  nifi  quod  ipfi 
fupponerent  fe  in  omnibus  regis  voluntati :  et  cum  conflaret  .archiepifcopo  Wallenfes 
nnllo  modo  velle  fe  regiae  voluntati  fupponere,  nifi  prxcite  in  forma  eis  tolerabili  et  ac- 
cepta,  tn'.^atum  habuit  ex  permiflioni  domini  regis  cum  magnatibus  tunc  praefentibus, 
qui  omnes  confenferunt  in  articnlos  infra  fcriptos,  quos  per  fratrem  Joannem  Wallenfem  . 
iafcriptos.principi  et  fuis  archiepifcopns  deftinavit* 

PaiM«» 


6i4  A      ?      1?      E      N      D      1      X. 

Pa  I  MO.  Quod  dominus  rex  de  quatuor  cantredis  et  terns  ab  eo  datis,  magnatibvs 
fuis  nullum  vult  habere  trafUtum,  nee  etiam  de  infula  Anglefey. 

Idem.     De  tcnentibus  eorum  cantrodorum   fi  ad  faam  pacem  venerint,  proponTt 
.facere  prout  condecet  regiam  majeftatem,  credimus  tamen  quod  aget  cum  eis  jniferi- 
cordicer  Ci  ad  pacem  venerlnt,  etad  hoc  proponimus  una  cum  caeteris  amicis  efficaciter 
laborare,  iperaates  elTicaclter  exaudiri. 

Item.  De  fa^o  domini  Lewelinl  nullum  potuimus  aliud  habere  refponfam  nifi  quod 
fimpliciter  et  abfolute  conformet  ad  domini  regis  vcluntatem^  ut  credimus  firmiter  quod 
dominus  rex  cum  eo  aget  mifericorditer,  et  ad  hoc  intendimus  cum  totis  viribus  labo- 
rate  cum  ceteris  amicis  exaudiendis  ut  confidimus  cum  eiFe6tu. 

PMtto.  Quod  proceres  banc  fonnam  gratiae  regie  conceperunt^  at  videlicet  do* 
mino  Lewelino  fe  regiae  gratis  fubmictente,  provideacur  ei  per  regem  honorifice  in 
xnille  libratis  fterliogorum  de  aliquo  honorifico  comitatu,  in  aliquo  loco'  Anglias ;  ita 
tamen  quod  prxdidus  Lewelinus  ponat  dominum  regem  in  Seyfina  Snaudonum  abfolute, 
perpetue  et  quiete.  Et  ipfe  rex  filise  principis  fecund um  condiceftiam  fui  proprii  iaa- 
guinis  providebitt  et  ad  hoc  fperant  fe  pofle  regis  animum  inclinare. 

Item.  Si  contingat  Lewelinum  ducere  uxorem  et  habere  de  ea  pu^ellam  mafculaniy 
intend unt  impetrare  proceres  a  domino  rege^  nt  proles  ilia  fuccedat  perpetuo  haeredi- 
tario  Lewelini  in  terra  mafculorum  liberprum  videlicet  comitatu. 

Item.  De  populo  principi  immediate  fubjefto  tarn  in  Snaudon  quam  alibi  provi* 
debiter  fecundHm  deum  prout  complete  falati  cjufdem  populi  et  honori ;  et  ad  hoc  eft 
regia  dementia  fatis  prona,  populo  deiiderans  cohiblabiliter  providere. 

Primo.  Quod  ii  ad  honorem  Dei  at  fuum  Juxta  crocis  aiTuihptae  debttum  velit  in 
terrae  fanfls  fnbfidium  proficifci^  providebitur  ei  honorifice  iecundum  ccndefcentiam 
flatus  fuiy  ita  tamen  quod  non  redeat  nifi  per  regiam  dementiam  vocatus :  rogabimaa 
etiam  dominum  regem^  et  fperamus  efficaciter  exaudiri,  ut  provideat  proli  fue. 

His  omnibus  motu  noftro  fubjungimus  Wallenfibus  omnia  pericula  imminere  longe 
gravius  quam  eis  diximus  oraculo  vivs  vods :  fcribimus  dure  valde  fed  longe  durius 
eft  obrui  vi  et  armis,  et  in  fine  totaliter  extirparij  quoniam  omni  die  pericula  nobis  Im- 
minentia  aggravantur. 

.  Item.  Longe  difficilius  eft  omni  tempore  in  goerra  efib  in  anguftia  cordis  et  cof- 
poris  vivere,  et  Temper  in  iniidiis  mdignari,  et  cam  hoc  vivere  et  mori  in  peccato 
mortali  cohtinuo  et  rancore. 

Item.  De  quo  doleremus  valde  fi  ad  pacem  minime  vefiiatis^  iadabitanter  timemas 
contra  vos  debere  fententiam  ecclefiafticam  intolerabiliter  aggravari  pro  exceffibuj  veilris; 
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it  quibos  non  poterids  vps  aliqaatenus  excafare  in  qaibus  iavemetis  mifericordiam,  fi 
ad  pacem  veniatis  et  de  hjs  nobis  refpondeatur  in  fcriptis. 

I 
/ 

Reverendiffimo  in  Chrifto  fatri  ac  domino  J.  Dei  gratia  Archiefifcopo  Cantuan- 
enfi  ac  to  tins  Anglia  primatifuus  in  Cbrijio  devotus  filius  Lewelinus  princeps 
.  Walliie^  dominus  Snaudon^  Jalutem-  cum  defideriis  benevokntia  filialis   ac-- 
reverentiis  muUimodis  et  bononlms. 

SANCTE  pater,  £cat  vofmet  confaluifiis,  ad  gratiam  regiam  parati  famus  venire 
Alb  forma  tamen  nobis  fecura  et  honefia :  fed  quia  forma  contenca  in  articulis  nobis 
miffis  minime  iecura  eft  et  honefta  prout  nobis  et  coniilio  noftro  videtur;  et  de  qua 
aultum  adfl^irantur  omnes  audientes^  eo  quod  plus  tendit  ad  deilrudionem  et  ruinam 
pppuli  nofiri  ac  noHram^  qoam  ad  noftram  honelUtem  et  fecuritatem,  nullo  modo  per- 
mittit  coniilium  noftrura  nos  in  ea  confentire  £  vellemus  ; -alii  quoque  nobiles  et  po- 
pnlus  nobis  fubjedns  nullo  modaconfentirent  in  eandem  ob  indubitatam  deftrudUoneni  > 
«t  diilipationem  quae  inde  eis  poflent  evenire. 

Taken  fuppUoamns  velUrae  fandae  patemitati  qu^tenus  ad  reformationem  pacis  debi- 
taft»  bpneftasy  et  fecutae^  ob  quam  tot  labores  aflumpfiitis,  proinde  laboreus,  coUationem 
babentes  ad  articulos  quQs  vobis  mittimus  in 'fcriptis :  honorabilius  enim  eft  et  ration! 
magii  confonum  ut  de  domino  rege  teneamus  terras  in  qqibus  jos  habemus,  quam  nos  > 
exbsredare  et  eas  tiadere  alienis« .  Datum  apnd  Garthcel/n. 

Pa  I  ICO.     Qj}od  licet  dombua  rex  de  qijatuor  Cantredis  et  aliis  terris  ab  eo  datir 
magnatibas  fuis^.ac  de  Infula  Anglefe/  qullum  voluerit  babero  tradUtum,  tamen  con(i« 
lium  principis  non  permittit^  ft  contingat  aliquam  pacem  £eri,  quin  tradetur  de  pre- 
mifis;  eoquodifti  Cantredi  funt  de  pure  prindpis  tenementOj  in  quibus  merum  jas> 
habuerunt  principes  et  prasdeceiKsjres  fui  i  temperibus  C^mbri  filii  Bruti,  tum  quia    ' 
funt  de  principatn,  cujus  confirmationem  princeps  obtinet  pro  bonae  memoriae  O6to- 
boaiua  fedb  ApoftolU^  legatnm  in  Anglian  confenfu  domini  regis  et  fui  patris  ad  hoc     pope^  . 
intenrenientiy  ficut  pater  Chartas  eorum  infpicienti^  turn  quia  etiam  equius  eft  quod 
vcri  haeredes  teneant  didos  Cantredos  de  domino  rege  pro  pecania  et  fervitiis  confuetis, 
quam  eos  dari  cxtraneis  et  Advenis>  qui  et  ft  fuernat  regere  aliquam  tamen  per  vim  et  ^ 
potentiam. 

DicuNT  etiam  comiter  omnes  tenentes  de  omnibus  Cantredis  Walliae  quod  non  funt 
anfi  venire  ad  voluntatem  regis  ut  de  eis  difponat  fecnndum  regiam  majeftacem. 

m 

FaiMo.     Quod  dominus  rex  nee  pa6la,   nee  juramenta^  ,nec  Cbartas  fervavit  ab       . 
initio  verfus  dominum  fuum  principem  et  ipfos. 

Secundo.    Quia  regales  in  ecclcfias  et  eccIefiaftiCas  perfonas  inivit  crudellfiimank  < 

tyrannidem. 
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Tertio.  Quod  non  tenentur  ad  praedi^a,  cum  fint  homines  principis  qui  etlam 
paratus  eft  dc  diftis  tenementis  domino  regi  obedirc  per  fervitia  confueta.  Ad  id  quod 
<iicit  quod  princeps  venict  fimpliciter  ct  abfolute  ad  voluntatem  domini  regis :  refpon- 
oietur  quod  com  nulli  de  di^is  Ca&tredis  au(i  Lnt  venire  ad  ulem  voluntatem  propter 
caufas  praedi£las«  nee  comicas  eorum  permittat  j>rincipem  venire  ad  didlam  voluntatem 
modo  prsediAoi 

Item.  Quod  proceres  regni  procnrent  ut domino prlncipi  provideatur  in  mille  Ilbratii 
in  aliquo  loco  Angliae ;  dicator  quod  illam  prcvifionem  non  debet  acceptare  cum  fit 
procurata  per  diftos  proceres^  qui  nituntur  ad  exhxreditationem  principis,  at  habeaot 
terras  fuas  in  Wallia.  Item  idem  princeps  non  tenetur  dimittere  haereditatem  fuam 
et  progenitorum  fuoram  in  Wallia  a  tempore  firnti,  et  «tiam  fibi  confirmatam  per 
Romance  fedis  legatum,  nt  didlum  eft ;  et  terram  in  Anglia  acceptare,  ande  linguam, 
mores  et  leges  ac  confuetndines  ignorat ;  ubi  poflent  etiam  fibi  qusedam  malitiori  im- 
poni  ex  x^dio  inveterato  a  vicinb  Angiicis  quibus  terra  ilia  privaretur  in  perpetuura. 

Item.  Ex  quo  rex  proponit  privare  principem  faa  priftina  bsereditate,  non  videtor 
probabile  quod  rex  permitteret  ei  habere  terram  in  Anglia  nbi  nullum  jus  videtur  ha- 
bere. Et  fi  etiam  non  permitteretur  principi  terra  fterilis  et  inculta  jure  hsereditario  ab 
antiquo  et  debita  in  Wallia ;  nullatenus  permitteretur  eidem  in  Anglia  terra  fertilts 
cuha  et  habundans. 

Item.  Quod  didtus  princeps  poniLt  dominum  regem  in  Seyfino  Snawdon  abfolute, 
perpetue  et  quiete :  dicatur  quod  cum  Snawdon  fit  de  appendiciis  principatus  Walliae, 
quem  ipfe  et  anteceflbres  fui  tenuerunt  a  tempore  Bruti,  at  didum  eft  ;  confiliam  fuum 
non  permittit  eum  renuntiare  dido  loco,  et  locum  nlmis  fibi  debitum  in  Anglia  receptare. 

Item.  Populns  Snawdon  dicit,  quod  licet  princeps  vellet  dare  regi  Seyfinam  €oran« 
dem,  ipfi  tamen  nollent  homagium  facere  alicui  extraneo,  cujos  linguam,  mores,  legeiV 
que  penitus  ignorant.  Quia  fie  pofTet  contingere  eos  in  perpetuum  captivari,  ac  cru* 
deliter  tradari,  ficut  alii  Cantredi  circum  quaque  per  Ballivos  regis  ac  alios  regales 
alias  tradati  fuerunt,  crudelius  quam  Saraceni ;  prout  patet  in  rotulis  quos  vobis  mi« 
ierunt  fande  pater.  Ifta  funt  dicenda  pro  Davide  fratre  principis.  Quod  cum  volu- 
erit  terram  fandam  adire  hoc  faciet  vQluntarie  et  ex  vote  pro  Deo  non  pro  homine, 
unde  invitus  non  peregrinabitur  Deo  dante;  qui  coada  fervitia  Deo  novit  difplicere. 
Et  fi  contingat  ipfum  in  pofterum  terram  fandam  adire  bona  dudus  voluntate,  non 
propter  hoc  deberent  ipfe  et  haeredes  fui  in  perpetuum  exhsreditari ;  immd  potius 
praemium  obtinere.  Praeterea  quia  princeps,  et  fui  caufa  odii,  ad  aliquos  concipiendi, 
vel  lucri  captandi  non  moverunt  guerram  alienas  terras  invadendo  ;  fed  fuam  propriam 
haereditatem  jura  libertatefque,  necnon  fuorum  defendendo;  dominufque  rex  et  fui  odio 
inveterato,  et  caufa  lucrandi  terras  noftras  guerram  fecit :  credimus  in  hoc  juftam 
jguerram  uos  fovere>  et  fjperamas  in  hac  Deum  nos  velle  juvare^  ac  in  ecdefiarum  de- 

vaiftatorea 
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iratoores  dlvinam  Qltionem  convertere*  qm  eccfefiai  fanditus  dcilruxerunt  ac  cam- 
l>uflerant»  facra  cxcis  rapucrant,  Sacerdotes,  Clericos,  rcligiofos,  claudos,  furdo*, 
anatos,  itkbtuts^  libera  ladentes,  ac  dehiles  et  miferabiles  perfonas^  ut  afque  fexu  oc* 
ddef ant;  et  alia  enormia  perpetraront,  iicat  in  didis^ietuUs  vobis  tranfmiEs  con- 
tineatiir :  onde  abfit  a  fan^a  pateraiute  veftra  fententiam  aliqaam  fulmkare  in  alios 
qoam  inillos  qui  praedida  perpetrarunu  Nos  entm  ^ui  regalibus  pnediaa  pafli  f aim  as, 
Iperamnt  a  vobis  fuper  praemiflis  patemam  folaiium,  et  remediam  obtinere;  et  in 
pradiaos  facrilcgos  corumquc  fautores,  qui  nullo  fuper  his  privilegio  defenduntur,  ani- 
jnadvcrterc ;  ne  pne  defeaa  dignae  corrcaionis  feu  ^Itionis  in  eos  exeMendo  pr«diaa 
inala  in  perpetnus  per  alios  trahantnr  in  exemplwn. 

MiaANTva  etiam  qaaaplares  in  terra  noftra,  quod  coidulniftia  nobis  diaittere 
(erram  noftram  propriam^  et  alienam  adire  inter  hoftcs  noftros^omefTando ;  quia  ex  quo 
Aon  pofliimns  paoem  kabere  in  terra  qaas  Boftra<eft  ipfo  jure  noftro,  jainime  poterinna 
in  aliena  terra  inter  boftes  noftros  paci£ce  confervari :  et  licet  durum  £t  in  guerra  et 
in£diis  vitam  ducere ;  durius  tamen  ei  funditat  deflrui,  et  ad  nihilum,  ^nifi  Deus 
a?erta^  deduct  populum  Chriftianum  qui  nihil  aliud  quaerit  niii  fua  jura  defendere^ 
unde  noceffitas  ad  hoc  nos  cogit,  et  inimicornm  cupiditas  non  offendit ;  et  vos»  fanae 
pater»  coram  nobis  dijdftis»  quod  vos  fententiaftis  in  omnes  qui  impediunt  pacem 
4Baiifa  odii  vel  kcri ;  fed  manifeftum  eft  qui  fnnt  illi.qai  guecrant  iilis  caufis* 


TiMoa  cnim  mortis^  et  incareerationis,  vel  .perpetwe  exhauediutionis^  nulla  ob- 
fervatio  fcederum  paaorum  vel  chartarum,  tyrannica  dominatio,  vel  multa  alia  con. 
iimilia  cognnt  ^nos  efle  in  goerns ;  et  hoc  Deo  et  vobis  oftendimus,  et  petimns  i  vobis 
paternum  a^jvtoiinm,  at  patet  in  Uteris  noftris. 


Ad  hoc  mnlti  alii  in  regno  Anglias  offenderuat  regem  cttamea  nallos 
inperpetanm,  ntdicitur;  unde  fi  aUqui  ex  aoftris  ipfum  offenderant  injufte^  dignum 
eft  nt  iatisfaciant  prout  poffint  fine  exhaeredatione.;  et  ficut  in  vobis  confidimas,  fup^ 
plicamas  quod  ad  hoc  laboretis  fanae  pater :  nam  etfi  nobis  imponatur  quod  fregimus 
pacem,  tamen  ilii  verius  fregerunt  qoi  nullum  foedns  vel  paaum  nobis  fervaverunt ^ 
qui  nuUam  emendam.de  quaBrimooiis  nobis  fecerunt,  otj>atet.in  rotulis. 


Frifffo  audit  is  refcri0t  Arcbiepifcopus  WaUti^hus  in'hec  verka-7 

IN  nomine  domini.  Amen.  Cum  nos  frater  J[.  permiffione  divina  Cautoarienfis 
ecclefia  miniiter  humilis  totius  Angliae  primas,  fcientes  noftro  incumbere  officio,  pro 
vobis  domine  Leweline  princeps  Walliac  ac  fubditis  veftris  ej^ponere  nos  et  noftra  fpretis 
viarum  incommodis  et  ^ericuHs,  veflram  adjuverimus  prasfeDCiam  oves  erroneas  re« 
duAuri ;  et  fpeculatoris  fungentis  X)fricio  vobis  myfteriae  vivas  vods  diximus  pericula 
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qaat  geftti  veftrae  videbamvt  luce  clariui  imninere^  fiib^nafits  femedui  eonmJinr^ 
tefte  optantes  altiffimo  juxta  pontificale  deMtum  cvUibet  wflrom  eodefiam  miuB»^ 
de  cdppore  noftro  pontem  ftcere  ad  ftlvtit  Iktora  redocendo.  Taadem  ffcArit  as^d* 
precibus  et  angniHis  ea«  Qt  naecfitatii  wtitrm  oontitts  prsfaatftTiimis  ngie  majeftati|. 

^  qvem  ab  olim  ad  pomtentes  admiarios  ktroitum  feiinM^  eflb  prapkhm  $  ut  ^udam 
de  veftris  et  aUii  at  nobis  certis  conftat  ihdkiis  ipfias  dementia  abntantar.  TraCUvi- 
mas  ioAiper  cum  aiagnatibin  et  proceribas  Anglise  pnefencibas  de  modifaeioiie  grade 
regiae  ipfontm  affftentia  noftria  vobis  fappUcationibiis  impretranda^  cnjns  modificatiomi 
leriem  per  fenrtMi  Dei  ffatrem  Jobannem  Wallenftm  iFobIs  nifimns  in  fcriptnniy  una 
eum  confilio  noftro  quod  vobis  fecandom  denn  ialnbritis  vtdebatur ;  rw  atMem  ddifaera^ 
ttonem  veflram  nobis  in  qaadam  remiiiftb  cedola  per  eundemv  cnjos  cedul»  pernitioiu^ 
laltbrat  vobis  patemo  aBe€ka  pnefentibits  aperimos*  Prim6  igkur  diAit  yds  pm  nolle 
^edere  qnataor  Canfredaren,  quia  progeaitores  veftri  i^  te»poiibiia>Caaibti  filii  Brai 
in  tifdem  jarii  fdenititdmem  habuemnt ;  M  ne  finplkiMet  in  vofait  de  faccefla  ba^ 
}afmodi  gloaantnr^.  fidva  i»  omaibaa  pace  Teftra^.Tohh  licet  inviti  ipfiiu  tadicm* 
origtnis  ex  geftis^  Britomim  et  AngtonMn  ad  memoriam  revocaanat*  SUperfii  eaim 
olim  Trojanis  pro  eo  qnod  Paridis  adulterium  defeniarunt$  liitenanr  progeaitonis> 
Veftrae  naltitndints  interpofitis  qqibikfdam  ftditionibns  fttg«.  fibi  pniAdium  afiiunpiUre^ 
M  ntinam  non  maneat  in  eis  htijofmodiscotttagii  memoria  qni  itc  Ubera  matriaioBia^ 
parvipendttnt  at  ^arioi  et  inceftn .  g^enitos  1  fuaoefioae  bjMditaria  at  dkinkr  aett' 
repellant^.qoin  potius  axores  legitimae  HoweU  da  patrociniae,  contra  JSvangeliam  dato 
repadio  fama  tefte,  vel  pptias  infamia  repfellanturi  qaalicer  demam  Bratoa  Diane. 
prsiagiit  non  fiao  diaboli  pmHigtia  per  idolatrian  immolato  Cervae.VenatttiaB.obtentis> 
iafiikm  Briunnicam  perraferit  per^  femoiaa  hi^orias  declaratur  ;  penraferit  inqaaa  ia- 
habitatam  infnlam^  agentibus  ilatora  piotftrit  quarom  peremit  fortiAaoin  Coiiaeai» 
Gentibiis  inquam  de  boreali  prafapia  qnae  non  folam  •  ..»  •  ...  •  verum  etiam- 
Scythiam  traits  Danubiam  aboccidente  noftro  per-AqoiJonialatera  afqiie  in-Orieatales^ 
ftrminos  occupavit.  Qaam  ergo  qaaefamus  fecerunt  vobis  injoriam  AngH  ti  Saxone 
cjafdem  generis^  il  vos  proceflu  teciporis  ab  aforpato  dominxo  pertnrharant :  com  fcrip* 
tnaf  eft*e  noveritis^  vae  qui  p/tedaris  in  omae  prasdaberis.  Non  oportet  aatem  fimplkes- 
in  radiee  adulterina  ptoceflu  idoiolatrise.^  et  ufurpationis  fpolMs  gIoriari«>  Progenitorei 
iafnper  veftri  moderniores>  cam  enervati  deUciu  fibi  non.  faflicerent  defralandit^ 
obruentibus  eos  Scotis  et  PiAb,  denegato  etiam  eis  Romani  imperii  praeiidio  poftuiato>. 
ad  Germaiiorttm  refagium  convolarunt,  qai  venientes  repadiarunt,  hoftes  niqae  iav 
praefencem  diem  fuarun  labores  nunuom  manducantes. .    E^.bis   caufis  quum  ftdct 

.  fola  a  vobis  infitla  olisi  popalo  plena,  veftro  prolcribente  Jeremia^  quia  prepbets  tai* 
viderunt  tibi  vana  et  fliilta;  item  praedi^lorum  j.iiribaa  Cantredorum  confirmatioDem. 
Jegati  frivole  allegatis^    cum  non   fuerit  intentionis  fux  jara  itgia,   feu    etiam  jura 
^vilia  et   Canonica,    ficut  nee  potuit  enervare :    pfo   crimine  enim  iefie.majeiladfl^ 
ia  quod  vos  incidifTe  dicimini»  jaxta  quod  fcribitur  fexta  qaa^ione.     Secunda  para- 
graph o;  Si  quis  cumwiliiibus^  et  22.  Quseft.  ultima  ca^itnU  de  formsi  fidelitatis.     Omne 

perit  jus  hamcdlcaiium  et  expirat :  ^in.  Cantredis  igitur  pra:didlis  in  quibus  ab  dim 

domino 
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ttfia.  «iu)|^]  p9^is.  %nit  imm^  fi^Uid  v^&rif^  iit  ««  pra^aUeg^ti^  vU^tyiu  aift  ex  fiila  regk 
jclementia  pneflolari*  Dicitar  demum  quod  pop^lnfr  lion  vulti^  graitafli  iiegiam  coo- 
irolare,  quia  dominus  rex,  nee  pada^  nee  juramenta,  nee  cbartariun  fcsdera  principi 
coA&ffvaviu  Etf  i|0^  xpmtimMfi  dK  csjua  y«1  q|aq«^i|m  iftodi  &t  judieio  d^dttsataoA,  niit 
1>^  ¥oar  ^  iH  Q^oAk  pB9|Aiaj44tciMi.  i^rpM>H  c^  pti}  fii^ii)a»  Inftralea  pemodon  pacem 
u»lifiiogi^  iiU|o(|en^9  jjUgohfiH  inecadin  ftiQi¥«ii  mmkiiMM  tai^  p]X»  vlriiMis 
^«A^;  acdommlHoweU  da  qnil^Hai  i»jii«^(u«i.  f^iniKlill  ia  lege  fua  fHMi  vidifliQa 
iiffU^ukp,  aiVM^att  fiuM&  ci  4iabota»  dekg^Kit^  PMstema  ja  iitgen  iiipMifkifl^ 
djc^ei^  quod  regales  e«deto  tt  piecibnas  eccMaftiiA»  crudott  vaftavil  t3r!raaaid«,  et 
<9ar4}fnum$  ad  qupd  ulU^  r^pon^aaMitf,  fuod  4oBii9iM.  mK  prvdite  nvla  nae 
fiiqi.  Bftuuttivi^,  nee  M^ft  hahnii;,  qiuA  pottva  Qpbja  ebtidk  Dkffonet..  q«od  ^uan  dtk 
aderit  ^portunitas  ecelefiarum  proponit  di^pendia  refaeire ;  quod  differt  nique  «A 
^edatam  guerne  tempeftatem,  ne  fi  prins  fierce  deftruerftntur  itenim  per  latrones. 
Pneterea  timetis  in  Anglia  honorem  fufcipere,  ne  coniequenter  v6bis  occafionata 
jnalitia  auferator,  cum  tamen  fateaminiquod  dominns  re  nullum  fuum  •«xhcredaveitt 
inimicum ;  qnod  fruftra  ^ros  timere  eredimus,  fi  legaliter  vivere  vos  et  veflri  didiceritis^ 
et  non  a  parti  cnm  domino  veiiro  contendere  vel  certare.  Mores  ^obis  et  populo  vedtr^ 
<auramtni  incognitos.;  et  nos  e  contrario  opinamur  quod  es^diret  vobis  omnibas 
in  modom  alinm  et  mores  penitus  transformari.  Cum  enim  fitis  iicut  caeteri  hominee 
^onis  Dei  gratuitit  adomati»  fed  in  veftro  Anglo  devoramini:  «t  nee  eeckfiam  juvet2« 
contra  hoftes  fidei  militando;  nee  Clerum  Audio  fapientiae,  exceptis  pauciffimis,  de- 
•coretis ;  quin  potius  major  pars  veilrum  torpet  otio  et  laftiviis,  nt  pene  nefciat  mundiM 
TOS  efTe.populum^  nifiperpaucos  ex  vobis  qui  videntor  at  plurimum  in— -mendicare. 
Deinde  icribitis  quod  creditis  altiffimnm  vos  juvare  pro  jufUcia  deeretantes.;  ntinam 
anqnam  altiffimns  juvet  vos  falubriter  et  dirigat  ad  falutem.  Sed  ne  ruinas  aliquas 
Anglorum  ex  inconfideratione  fua  provenientes  veftris  velitis  meritis  arrogare  eurfctis 
advertere  quaiiter  qni  in  coelis  habitat  fatuos  fublimat  et  elevat  ad  modicum  nt  per- 
petuo  aHidat ;  fie  certe  olium  populus  Dei  ele£tas  ante  harum  repertam  civiratem 
pro  unins  Anathemate  confortis  verAis  in  fugam  quofdam  fuorum  perdidit  bellatorlxm : 
^c  certe  quater  centena  millia  bellatornm  duodecim  tribnvm  Jfrael  in  fuo  nnmero  et 
-fortitudineconfidentes  ab  unins  tribos  modioo  populo,  oecifis  ex  40  millibus  bellatornm, 
per  vices  varias  Aint  eonfufi :  cum  tamen  purgato  nnius  Anathemate,  prasdida  Ci- 
vitas  finaliter  deleleta  Fuerit  per  illos,  qui  prius  confufi  fuerant ;  et  j^r  lacrymas 
jplacato  domino  cum  jejuniis,  oblatis  facrificiis,  tribus  ilia  quae  praevaluerat  prius^  per 
prius  confufos  qnafi  totaliter  -fit  deleta ;  fie  certe  aliter  flagellat  dominus  filios  quos 
Teeipit,  et  aliter  quos  decernit  ut  a4>ores  (leriles  extirpare.  Jfta- vobis  fcribimus  in 
cordis  amaritudine  ab  his  partibus  recedentes,  nee  prenidicare  intendimns  falub,riort 
-confilioj.fi  vobis  ccelitus  delHnetur,  nee  latre  vos  volumus  quod  nullum  per  vos  in* 
venimns  excufationis  fufficiens  remedium,  quo  obltante  minime  debeatis  in  excors 
Imam  incidifie  pernuntiari:  dudum  latet  in  Oxon,  confilio  contra  pacis  regiae  tur- 
i)atore8|  viam  autem  j>aci8  aliam  invenire  non  pofiTumus^  nee  adhuc  in^  lumus  aliod 
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bbtmeB£«  Sed  fi  nobii  aliqnid  amfnltitts  Tidettaf  tgendaoiy  tbbii  numqiitai 
cUndemas  gremiam,  nee  anxilinni  denegabimns  oppoitannm*  Dat.  apod  Rnthdaia 
1%  Calend.  Decemb.  Ann.  Doxn.  iiSa. 


Lewblinos  aatem  princess  Wallis  praBdidlnt  fpretb  onuubM  oblatUNuboi  et  padp 
formis  poft  fcriptis,  inrafit  hoftiliter  tenram  domini  legts  Aaglua  deftraeado  cam 
iacendio  et  rapiiia>  nee  non  homines  teme  illias  ad  ft  trahendo>  et  i  bonitate  pacb 
regis  fepaiando.  Qni  tamen  prineept  infra  menfem  iDam  ignominoia  moite  primm 
de  exercita  fao  occifiM  ett,  per  familiam  domini  Edmnndi  de  mortoo,  mari>  filif 
domini  Rogeri  de  mortao  mari  9  et  totat  exereitnt  fans  vel  oecilus^  vel  in  fagam  con<» 
Terfas  in  partibot  Montis  Gomerici  die  Veneris  proximo^  ante  Fefinm  S.  Lnee^ 
videlicet  3.  Id*  Deccmb*  fab  Anno,  Dom.  laSa.  In«-*decima  Ijtera  dominicali 
D»  enrrentc* 
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jl^R  ON^  a  martyr,  53o# 

^^  ^i^^r»  a  fort  there»  and  a  palace  of 

the  prince  cxf  Wales,  136,  395, 459, 

462* 
Jtbirffiraw^'  in   Angleleyy   refidence  cfT 

Roderic  the  Great,  \\\* 
Mirgav^nnjy  a  mafTacre  there,  314,  316* 
Jibifa^  a  Saxon  general,  ^7. 
AeUlndj  king  of  the  Weft  Saxons,  (uc* 

ceeded  Ivor,  89^ 
Jldrian^  the  emperor,  his  wall,  iff. 
^^ff  ^  Bligored^  an  ufurper,  fovereigit 

of  North  Wales;  he  and  his  four  fons 

(Iain  in  battle^  184,  185. 
Mtius^  a  Roman  genera),  28* 
4iricola  [Julius)  his  conquefts  in  Britain^^ 


IS,  16,  17 

msfo 


Atlijord^  battle  at,  ^o. 
^An,  king  of  Bretaigne,  85,  88* 
Ataric  the  Goth,  invades  Italy,  27* 
Albany  3,  martyr,. at  SL  Albans,  539. 
AOurnia^  the  anctent  name  of  Scotland,  2. 
Albion f^  this    ifland  (b    named  by  the 

Gauls,  I,  2* 
AUxander^  the  Fierce,  king  of  Scotland^ 

affifted  Henry  I.  againft'  the  Wclfli, 

252. 
Alfred  (king.)  invited  two. learned  men 

out  of  Wales,  one  of  whom  he  ap« 

pointed  a  profeflbr  in  his  univerfity  at 

Oxford;  130,  131. 
Alfred^  earl  of  Mercia,  invad(fd  South 

Wales,  and  was  defeated,  178. 
Algar^,tzx\  of  Chefter,  banilhed  by  Ed- 

yiiis^  the  Coiifeflur,  aflilkd  theAVellK 


m  the  mvafion  of  England^  and  was- 
pardoned^and  reftored  to  his  dignity^ 

196^198- 

Atte^us^  a  Jrovereip;n  in  Britain,  20. 

Ambrojius  (Aurelius)'  king  of  Britain^ 
revenged  on  Vortigern  the  death'  dS, 
his  brother  Conftans,  57,  58*«^  Is 
poifoned  by  a  Saxon,  61  • 

Armricay  (aid  to  liave  been  difcovered 
by  Madoc,  fon  of  the  prince  of  North 
Wales,  307. 

Amphibalus^  a  martyr,  5^9. 

Anarawd^   eldeft    (on   of   Roderic  the 
Great,  fucceeded   to  the  fovereignty 
of  North,  Wales,  135.    The  northern  • 
Britons  had  an  alylum  in    his    do- 
minions, 138.'     He  endowed  the  col- 
legiate church  of  Bangor,  1 39.   United 
with  the  Ehglifh  againft  his  brother 
the  prince  of  South  Wales,  140.     His 
death,.  141* 

Angbarady  the  heirels  of  South  Wales^ . 
married  to  Roderic  the  Great,  i28«> 

Angharady  the  daughter  of  Owen  ap  £d^ 
wyn  lord  of  Englefield,  was  married 
to  Gryffydh-  ap  Cynan,  271. 

Angharady  only  child  of  Meredydh  Irfng 
of  North  Wales,  was.  married  to 
Llewelyn  ap  Seifyllt^.  and  after  hi^ 
d^ath  to  Cynvyn  Hirdref,  183. 

Angles  arrived  on  the.  eaftern  coaft'  of 
Britain,  and  founded  the  kingdom  of 
the  Eaft  Angles,  70. 

Anglefey^  Ifle  o^  loft  the  name  of  Mdna^ 
after  Egbert  had  obtained  the  poileflion 
of  it,  125.  Soon  iccovered  by  the 
Welih,  ibijL     Cruelties  of  the  Kn^ 
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ilfh  there,  240*    Hoftilities  there.be- 
rtween    Owen   Gwyncdh    prince    of 
North  Wales  and  his  brother  Cad- 
.walader,  284.     Roderic  Ton  of  Owen 
Gwynedh,  lord  of  the   ifland,   304. 
who  was  uniuftly  deprived  of  it  by  his 
brother  David  prince  of  North  Wales, 
311.   It  was  dreadfultf  ravaged  by* 
the  It'sfh^  390.    The  ^ofhal  refource  ' 
for  provifions  in  North  Wales ;  pof- 
fefied  by  the  Englifli,  440.    Eafily 
taken  by  the  Englifli,  469. 
Jlrmorica^  Britifli  foldiers    fettle   there, 
25,  28.    Britons  apply  to  the  king  of 
j^jimori^^.  for   ai&ftancc,   ^.  .  The 
.  .countrj}  took  the  namp  of  BrefiiFg;ne, 

ArthuTx  1^'^ng  pf  Britain,  of  the  Cornwall 
family,  22.     (lis  coronation,  and  wai* 
with  the  Saxons,  65—69.     Goes  irt 
perfon  to.affift  his  liephew  Howet  king 
of  Arihoripa,  jo,  71.     His  nephew 
JMordficd,  being;  regent  dur,ing  his  ab- 
^fcnce,  .proved'^  traitor,  n\,     Aftet 
iiis  return  the  two  princes  tell  by  each 
*other's  fword|^  72.     His  nephew  Con- 
itantine,  fon  of  Cador  <luke  of  Corn- 
wall, fucceeded  hini,  73.    The  Wclfh 
imagining   long   after,    that   Arthur 
was  ftill  alive,  Edward  I.  had  his  body 
expofed  at  Glailonbury  to  public  view, 
446. 

Afaphy  a  bifliop,  gave  his  name  to  the 
fee,  551. 

v^r,  who  had  been  educated  at  the  col- 
lege of  St.  David,  invited  out  pf 
Wales  by  king  Alfred,  130, 131. 

Atheljianey  king  of  England,  marched 
into  Wales,  and  impofed  a  tribute  on 
the  princes  of  that  country,  142. 

Aulus  Didlm^  a  Roman  general  in  Bri- 
tain, 10. 

Aujiin^  St.  fent  by  Pope  Gregory  to 
convert  the  Saxons,  552.  Hisconteft 
with  the  Britjffa  clergy,  553. 

jAwenydhion^  among  the  Welfli,  the  fame 
^s  the  Second  Sight  in  the  highlands 
.  of  Scotland,  102,  103. 

B 

Bangor  ereded  into  a  bifliopric,  550* 
J:)ndowed  with  lands,  75. 


«-•«—  the  deanery  of,  founded,  79, 

Maflacre  of  the  monks  there,  79,  809 

555.     Confequence  of  that  maflacre, 

557- 
Bardj  domeftic,  at  the  palace  of  Wales, 

156. 

Bardsj  fimilar  to  thofe  among  the  an- 

'  cient  Gaulf,|  jjL     MenttoneAby  Dio- 

'  dorus  SicuMLs,'  Ammianus  Marcelli- 
nus,  and  Athenaeus,  497,  498.  Re- 
fpeded  by  all  the  northern  nations, 
498.  Where  any  veftige  of  them  now 
remains,  ihid.  Nennius  the  firft  of 
the  Britifli  hiftorians  who  mentions 
them,  ibid.  Di^erent  claiies  of  ia 
Wales,  500. 

A  law  refpe6ling  dieir  privikae^  ^d 
tnanners,  501.  A  grand  afiembly  <^f 
them,  502  note.  A  tranflation  of  pne 
of  their  elegies,  503,  504.  Ectward  L 
commanded  them  all  to  be  hanged, 
496,  50J;.     A  feries  of  bards  fconk 

.  the  time  *  of  H^nry  VlL  506.  No 
^gular  aflembly  of  them  jince  tb6 
reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  ibid.  A 
fpark  of  that  ancient  fire  yet  remains 
in  the  eenius  of  the  Welm,  ibid. 

Bathy  bclieged  by  the  Saxons,  66- 

BvuU  between  Boadrcea  and  the  Ro« 
mans,  14. 

Bede,  venerable,  his  death,  89. 

Bslg^y  fettled  in  the  weftern  and  fouthern 
parts  of  Britain,  2,  6. 

Beliy  fon  of  Rhpn,  prince  of  North 
Wales,  76. 

Bclmarjhj  Kichardde^  bifliop  of  London, 
wardeil  of  the  marches,  244* 

Beriy  cafile  of,  furrendered  to  king  Ed- 
ward, 485. 

Berniciaj  Saxon  kingdom  of,  part  of 
Northumberland,  83,  84. 

Berthred,  tributary  king  of  Mercia,  his 
hoflilities  againft  the  Welfli,  127, 
129. 

Bijhoprics  faid  to  be  in  Britain,  their 
number  and  extent,  537. 

Bijhops^  in  Wales,  546 — 550.  Their 
diftrefs,  398  note. 

■  "  ■  ■  Britifh,  at  the  council  at  Ari- 
minum,  542,  543. 

Bieddyn  and  Rhiwallon,  fons  of  Cynvyn, 
brothers  by  tho  mother's  fide  to  Gryf- ' 
5  fydh 
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ftdE  ap  Llewelyn,  were  inv«fled  by 
Edward  the  Confeflbr  witfi  the  fove- 
Ttignty  of  North  Wales,  205.  Rhi- 
walion  being  flain  in  battle,  Bleddyn 
is  fole  fovereign  of  North  Wales  and 
Powys»  2o8.  Bleddyn  aflaffinatedl  by 
Rhys,  2IO.    His  charader,  aio,  zii* 

Sledrus^  prince  of  Coniwall,  81,  91* 

JBoadiaa^  a  Biitifhprincefs,  cruelly  treated' 
by  the  Romans,  12,  14. 

Sidy  the  manfion  houfe  of.  a  chieftain 
onfatsfirft  iettieaient,  113.     An  af-> 

.  iemblage  of  bods  formed  a  trtu  or 
townfhip,  ibiii^ 

Bran^ap-^Llyry  duke  of  Cornwall,  after* 
wards. cho&n  king  of  Britain,  22. 

Bretaigne^  formerly  Armorica,  an  aiy- 
lum  for  the  Britons,  76,  85. 

SriganteSy  a  Britiih  tribe  or  nation,  y^ 

Britain^  received  its  name  and  inbabi* 
tants  originally  from  the  Gauls,  i,  7,^ 
Its  divinon  and  government,  2,  4* 
Invaded  by  the  Romans,  4*  Reduced 
to  a  Roman  province,  20.  Invaded 
by  the  Pi£b,  Scots,  and  Saxons,^  20,.^ 
2^,  26.  Moft  of  the  Roman  forces 
withdrawn  from  the  ifland,  2.7*  Fi- 
BaUy  left  by  the  Romans,  28.  In-i^ 
troduiStion  and  progre(s  of  chriflianity 
in  Britain,  106,  53^—540. 

Britijh  government,,  imperial  dignity  o^, 
ended,'  87. 

Briti/h  nobility  maflacred,  55^ 

Britonsy  chara6ier  of,  40,  52,  77. 

Britonsy  on  the  difToIution  of  the  Romait 
power,  governed  by  their  own  Reguli 
who  defcended  from  their  ancient 
fovereigns,  25*  The  original  imperial 
line,  in  later  times  continued  in  two 
branches,  th&Cynethianaad  Cornwall 
families,  4. 

■  their  hiftory  after  the  retreat  of- 

the  Romans,  30 — -ji.  The  fucccHion 
of  their  kings ;  Conuantine,  32.  Con^ 
ftans,  37.  Vortigern,  38.  Vortimcr^ . 
49.  Ambrofius^  58.  Uthur  Pen- 
dragon,. 62^  Anhur,  65.  Conftan- 
tine,  77.  Cadvan,  82.  Cadwallon^ 
84.     Cadwaladcr,  85. 

—  their  wars  with  the  Pifls  and* 


.,  for  fheir  affiftance,  40—42.  Their 
wars  with  the  Saxons,  49 — 74.  Re- 
duced to  the  narrow  limits  of  Cam- 
bria or  Wales,  (Cornwall  and  Strath- 
Clyde  excepted)  78. 

Brocimael^  prince  of  Powys,  80. 

Bruccy  ff^lliam  dcy  lord  of  Brecknock,, 
maflacred  the  Welfh  lords,  3^3,  314. 
This  was  done  by  the  fecret  influence 
of  the  king  of  England,  3i-6. 

Bruciy  Maud  dty  mx  deatn  and  bui;ialy» 

330- 
Brucey  Reginald  dcy  marries  the  daugh-^- 

ter  of  Llewelyn    prince   of  Nordi^ 

Wales,  338. 
Bryn-y-Pinyliye  miles  weft  of  St.Alaphy* 

288. 
BueSty  acaftleof  the  Englifb,  furprlfed 

by  Llewelyn,  4i4« 
Burgh,  Hubert  ^,  jufticiary  of  Eng- 
land, accufed  of  a   frivolous  crimcy* 

360. 
BwUb^yddau-vaen^  a  pals  over  the  Con-- 

wayy  13$.- 


Scots,  3; — 33^i     Send  to  the  Saxons 


Cadelly  {econd  fon  of  Roderic  the  -Greatr- 
fucceeded  to  the  fovereignty  of  Soutti^ 
Wales,    137.    His    death   and  fuc-r 
ceflbr,  141. 

Cadory  duke  of  Cornwall,. aflifted  Arthur^ 
againft  the  Saxons,  66,  68. 

Cadvariy  fon  of  Jago  ap  Belt,  prince  of* 
North   Wales,    79.    Eledled  to  the 

,   (bveretgnty  of  Britain,  82* 

Cadwaladery  fon  of  Cad  walion,  fucceed-- 
ed  to  the  kingdom  of  North  Wales,, 
and  to  the  ideal  fovereignty  of  Britain,, 
.85*  Retired  with  numbers  of  his' 
fubjeds  to  Bretaigne,  tbld^  He  pro- 
ceeded to  Rome,  and  became  a  monk,  s 
87.  His  death  clofed  the  imperial^ 
dignity  annexed  to  the  Britifh  go*> 
vernmenty.i^/V. 

Cadwalader  and  bis  brother  Owen,  fond- 
of  GryflTydh  ap  Cynan,  invade  South- 
Wales,  and  defeat  the  Engliih,  266 
— 268.     Cadwalader  impriibned    by 
his  nept^ew  Howel, ,  280..     Efcaped  • 

fronts 
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'from  prffon,  and  reduced  a  great  part 
of  Anglefey  which  belonged  to  his 
brother,  284.  Forced  to  refide  fome 
time  in  England,  and  was  murdered 
by  the  Englifh,  315. 
CaAvatlon^  Ton  of  Cadvan,  king  of  North 
'Wales,  driven  from  his  dominions  by 
Edwin  the  king  of  Deira,  *82«  Reco- 
vered his  dominions,  defeated  andlcilled 
king  Edwin,  and  cruelly  ravaged  his 
country,  82,  83^.  Choien  king  of  the 
Britons,  84.     Was  flain  in    battle^ 

t^adwaUoHy  the  fecond  fon  of  Jeuav,^  on 
the  death  of  his  brother  Howel,  ufurped 
the  fovereignty  of  North  Wales,  179, 
i8o«  Slain  by  Meredydh  prince  of 
South  Wales,  i8o. 

Cadwgan  ap  BUddyn^  a  prince  of  Powys, 
affifted  Gryfiydh  ap  Cynan  againft  the 
Englilh,  235.  By  a  treaty  with  the 
Englilh,  retained  onlv  the  territory  of 

X  Caerdipn  and  a  fmill  part  of  Powys, 
7,±^•  Mnty  I.  takes  frbm  him  nis 
cftates,  ana  grants  him  z-  penfion, 
247«  The  king  gave  him  the  ter- 
ritory of  his  late  brother,  249.  Mur- 
dered by  his  nephew,  ibid.  His  cha- 
ra^er,  ibid, 

Caer^ar-  Qtuydj  the  capital  of  the  Strath- 
Clyde  Britons,  91. 

Caerdigan  conquered  by  Rhys  ap  Gryf- 
fydh,  293,  296,  302.  Beitowcd  upon 
Rhys  by  Henry  11.  308. 

Caer  Lleowy  the  metropolitan  fee  removed 
from  thence  to  St,  David,  548. 

Caermartheny  made  by  Henry  I.  thij 
principal  feat  cf  government,  257. 
The  caftle  of,  rebuilt  by  Gilbert  earl 
of  Clare,  277. 

Caernarvon^   the  caftle  of,  ereded  '1>y 
Edward  I.  495,     The  caftle  taken  by 
the   Welfli,  the    Englifti    murdered, 
and  the  town  burnt,  518. 
2  Caer  Rhun^  caftle  of,  1 36. 
Uiier^egonty  on  the  Menai  in  Caernar- 
vvonihire,     refidencc    of   the    Welfh 
:princes,  87,91,  131. 
^Ca/ar  Julius)  invaded  Britain,  4. 
^Caledoma^  part  of,  Agricola  conquered, 
17.     An' infurreclion  there,  fuppreffed 
*by  Loliius  Urbicus,  j8. 


Caledonians  cut  in  pieces  a  Roman  army, 
18. 

Caligula  made  preparations  for  the  in* 
vafion  of  Britain)  5« 

Cambria^  or  Wales,  one  of  the  three 
original  parts  of  Britain,  3.  Divided 
into  fix  principalities  when  the  Saxons 
approached  to  its  borders,  75. 

Camlanj  in  Cornwall,  a  batde  there,  in 
which  the  renowned  Arthur  was  flain» 
72. 

CamuloduHum,  the  refidencc  of  Cuno- 
beline,  6.  The  Roman  colony  there 
flaughtered  by  the  Britons,  13, 

Cangij  a  number  of  ftout  young  men 
in  every  Britiih  tribe,  whofe  bufinefs 
was  to  proted  the  cattle,  7. 

Canterbury^  archbifhop  of^  comes  into 
Wales,  494. 

CantreVf  a  hundred  trevsy  113.  Con- 
tained two  comnwts^  149. 

Cantrev  Mawr^  the  ancient  demefne  of 
the  family  of  Rhys  ap  GryfFydh,'292. 

Caralfacusy  fon  of  Cunobeline,  a  Britiih 
prince,  defeated  and  made  prifoner  1>y 
the  Romans,  8,  9.  His  fpeech  to  the 
emperor  Claudius,  9.' 

Caradocj  a  Welth  chieftain,  defeated  and 
flain  in  battle  by  the  Saxons,  96. 

CaradfiCy  the  fon  of  GryfFydh  ap  Rhy^ 
therch,  difappointed  in  his  expecta- 
tions from  Harold^  205*  His  cruel 
reveneeupon Harold, -206,  207.  At- 
tacked, defeated  and  flew  Meredydh 
-prince  of  South  Wales,  208,  209* 
Dies  'foon  after,  and  leaves  his  fon 
Rhytherch  his  fucceflfor  -in  the  go* 
vernment  of  South  Wales,  209. 

Garaujiusy  z  fovereign  in  Britain,  20. 

Carnoy  a  mountain  near  Abergavenny, 
89. 

Carony  king  of  Scotland,  in  the  time  of 
Arthur,  66.. 

Cartigenty  brother  of  Vortimer,  flain  in 
a  battle  with  the  Saxons,  50. 

Carti/manduay  a  Britiih  queen,  betrayed 
Caradtacus  into  the  bands  of  the  Ro- 
mans, 9. 
CaJ/rvellaunusy  a  Britiih  general,  4. 
Cajlles  in  advantageous  fituations,  which" 
(hewed  great  tniliury  iagacity,  1 36. 

Cajtles 
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Oj/lUs  and  towns  built  by  the  lords  of  the 
inarches,  ajo. 

CaJiuatton^laW'hiry  fon'of  Einion  Urdd, 
routed  the  Irifh  Scots  at  Holyhead,  26. 

CaJwalloTij  the  eldeft  branch  of  the  Cy- 
nethian  family,  prince  of  North  Wales, 

'  to  whom  the  other  Cambrian  princes 
paid  homage,  made  choice  of  Mona 
for  his  refidence,  34,  «. 

Celibacy  of  the  clergy,  refifted  with  firm- 
nefs  by  the  church  of  Cambria,  552. 

dnricj  fonof  Cerdic,  a  Saxon  chieftain, 
62,  70. 

Cerdicj  with  his  fon  Cenrie,  landed  in 
Britain,  and  founded  the  kingdom  of 
Weflex,  62.  Landed  with  a  large 
body  of  Saxons  in  Scotland,  65.  En- 
gaged in  feveral  battles  with  king 
Arthur,  66—70.  Reduced  the  Ifle  of 
Wight,  71. 

Chamberlain^  in  the  WeUh  king's  palace, 

Chaplain^  domeftic,  in  the  Welih  king's 
palace,  ic2. 

Chejiery  battle  of,  between  the  Wclfh  and 
Saxons,  79.  In  the  pofleffion  of  the 
WcMh  till  taken  bv  king  Egbert,  127. 
Had  been  demolimed  by  the  Danes, 
and  was  rebuilt  by  Elfleaa,  iaii  Ed- 
gar received  homage  there  from  the 
princes  of  Wales,  i76, 

*  Ranulph  earl  of,  invades  Wales, 
and  himfelf  and  the  greateft  part  of  his 
army  were  flain,  or  taken  prifoners, 

•  281. 

Chnyftanity,  its  introdiiftion  and  progrefs 
among  the  Britons,  106,  556 — 552. 

Cbrijiians  in  Britain,  fuffered  in  Diocle- 
fian's  perfecution,  539. 

Church  of  Cambria,  prelcrved  her  inde- 
pendency on  Rome,  551. 

Qlgeran^  caftle  of,  taken  from  the  Eng- 
lifli  by  Rhys  ap  GryfFydh,  302. 

Cil  Owen,  or  Owen's  retreat,  near  St. 
Afaph,  288. 

Clare,  Richard  earl  of,  to  whom  Caer- 
digan  had  been  given  by  Henry  I. 
murdered  by  Jorwerth,  269.  His 
countefs  befieged  and  gallantly  refcucd, 
269,  270. 

Gaudiusy  the  emperor,  and  his  army,  (lib- 
ilued  a  great  part  of  ft-itain,  5,  ^.  - 


Clergy,  originally  had  no  diftin£l  parijhet 
or  cures,  555. 

Code  of  laws  formed  by  Howel  Dha,  144 
— 171,  The  only  edition  of  it  pub- 
liflied  by  Dr.  Wotton,  170. 

Coel,  fovereign  of  Nbrth  Wales,  22.    His 

.  daughter  Helena  was  married  to  the 
emperor  Conftantius,  ibid, 

Colgrin,t  Saxon  prince,  defeated  by  king 
Arthur,  65. 

Columba,  St.  an  Iri(h  monk,  promotes 
the  gofpel  among  the  ?\Gt%  and  Scots, 
SSO. 

Commots,  two  or  more  in  a  cantrev  in 
the  divifion  of  Wales,  113,  149.  A 
commot  contained  twelve  manors,  149. 

Con/lans,  fon  of  Conftantine,  kmg  of 
Britain,  37,  Murdered  by  Vortigern's 

.     guards,  38. 

Conjlantine  the  Great,  enforced  the  obe- 
dience of  the  Britons,  20. 

Conftantine,  though  of  mean  rank,  was 
eleSed  king  of  Britain,  27.  Paflerf 
over  into  Gaul  with  an  army,  and 
was  put  to  death  by  Honorius,  ibid. 
Thofe  who  remained  of  bis  followers 
fettled  in  Armorica,  28.. 

Conjiantine,  brother  to  the  king  of  Ar- 
morica, promoted  to  the  Britim  throne, 
32.    Murdered  by  a  Pifl:,  37, 

Conjiantine,  the  fon  of  Caclor  duke  of 
Cornwall,  fucceeded  his  udcle  Arthur 
in  the  throne  of  Britain,  73,  74.  Was 
the  laft  king  of  Britain  of  the  Corn- 
wall family;  he  afterwards  engaged  in 
a  religious  life,  74.  ^ 

Conjiantine  the  Black,  the  fon  of  Jago, 
was  flain  in  a  battle  with  his  coufin 
Howel,  177. 

Corijlantius,  emperor,  died  at  York,  his 
charafter,  20.  Married  Helena,  daugh- 
ter of  Coel,  fovereign  of  North  Wales,' 
22. 

Conway,  the  water  of,  an  arm  of  the  fea 
in  North  Wales,  136. 

Conway,  caftle  of,  built  by  king  Edward, 

^494-    , 

CooJ^,  at  the  royal  palace  of  Wales,  1 59« 

Cornwall  family,  one  of  the  two  branches 

of  the  imperial  family  of  Britain,  4. 

Derived  from  Bran-ap- Llyr,  a  duke 

of  that  province,  22.    Several  illuftri- 
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'ous  names  in  this  family,  ibicU  The 
laft  king  oF  Britain  of  this  family,  n/L. 
Cornwall^  earl  of,  lends  his  nephew  Ed- 
ward the  Englifli  prince  aooo  marks 
to  carry  on  the  war  againft  Llewelyn, 

402. 

Cornwall^  earl  of,  regent,  (king  Edward 
being  in  France)  marches  into  Wales 
with  an  army,  to  check  the  infur- 
redion  of  Rhys  ap  Meredydh,  5129 
513.  Takes  and  demoli(hes  Ruflin 
and  fome  other  caftles,  and  grants  him 
a  truce,  514.  Again  fummons  the 
Englifh  nobility  to  take  up  arms  againft 
him,  ^15. 

Cofa^  a  haxon  leader,  taken  prifoner  by 
the  Britons,  6a* 

Crida^  with  a  numerous  body  of  Saxons, 
having  forced  the  Britons  beyond  the 
Severn,  founded  the  kingdom  of  Mer- 
cia,  76. 

Criminal  law  of  Howel  Dha,  169 — 1 7  r. 

Croifades^  preached  bv  tiie  archbifhop  of 
Canterbury  throughout  Wales,  lo^* 

Cruelties  of  the  Saxons,  57. 

'  of  the  Welfh,  236, 356. 

■  of  the  Engli(h,  240,241,486. 

Cudredy  king  of  the  Weft  Saxons,  joined 
the  Wel£,  and  left  them,  90. 

Cunobeline^  a  Britiih  kiiig,  6. 

Cup^hearer^  at  the  royal  palace  of  Wales, 
158. 

Ci^^x,refidentiary,  of  the  clergy  in  Wales, 
origin  of,  <56. 

Cuftomsy  Englim,  laws  and  tenures,  for 
the  moli  part,  in  the  inarches  of  Wales, 
231,232. 

Cymer^  an  abbey  of  the  Ciftercian  order, 
a  friar  of  which  deceived  the  Englifh 
foldiers,  357,  358>. 

Cynan  Tindaetlnuy^  eldeft  kn  of  Roderic 
Moelwynoc,  Succeeded  to  the  throne 
of  North  Wales,  91.   His  death,  114. 

Cynarty  fon  of  Howel,  afpiring  to  the 
government  of  North  Wales,  was  flain, 
184. 

€^ncmy  only  (on  of  Jago  ap  Edwal,  190^ 
With  the  afliftance  of  the  king  of 
Dublin  takesGryfFydh  prince  of  North 
Wales  prifoner,  but  is  defeated,  i9j, 
la  attempting  to  cecover  his  inheri- 


tance, his  Aeet  was  deftroyed  or  dif* 
perfed,  194,  19^. 

Cjfrtethaj  prince  ofvNorth  Wales,  nephew 
to  Helena,  22*  His  fons  left  the  Strath** 
Clyde  kingdom,  and  their  defcendants 
were  the  princes  of  North  Wales,  ibid* 

Cynetbay  ap  Cadwallon  ap  GryfFydh  sqy 
Cynan,  had  his  eyes  pulled  out,  and 
was  caftrated  by  his  uncle  Owe« 
Gwynedh,  283* 

Q^nfi'ii  ap  Gron  w,  a  bard,  who  mentions 
Madoc's  difcovery  of  America,  307 
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Damiafiusj  fent  by  Eleuthertus,  to  inftruft 
the  Welfh  in  the  Chriftjan  faith,  io6* 

Danes  J  began  to  infeft  the  coafts  of  'Bri- 
tain, 123*  Joined  widi  the  WeUh 
againft  the  Saxons,  126,  129.  Their 
hoftiltties  againft  the  Welih,  131,  140^ 
141,  174,  177,  178,  181— 183. 

Danielj  abbot  of  Bangor  in  FItntihirei 
afterwards  bifhop  of  Bangor  in  Caer- 
narvonftiire,  550. 

Havidy  St.  uncle .  to  king  Arthur,  and 
archbiftiop  of  Wales,  eradicated  the 
opinions  of  Pelagius,  547.  His  age» 
death  and  burial,  548* 

Davidj  college  of  ot«  Ailer  educated 
there,  131. 

David^  city  of  St.  ravaged  by  the  Danes» 
and  its  bifhop  ilain,  181,183.  Sevea 
fuifragan  biihops  to  that  fee,  548* 

David  ap  Owen  Gwynedh,  prince  of 
North  Wales,  306.  Took  Angleieji 
from  his  brother  Roderic,  whom  he 
confined  in  prifon,  311.  Married- 
Emma,  fifter  to  Henry  IL  and  fent 
a  thou&nd  foldiers  to  affift  his  brother* 
in-law  in  France,,  312.  Obliged  by 
his  brother  Roderic  to  retire  foe  fe-» 
curity  to  the  English  fide  of  the  Con- 
way, 315.,  Yielded  the  fi>vereign^ 
to  Llewelyn  ap  Jorwerth,  as  the  right 
heir  to  the  crown,  319.  Attempting, 
to  recover  the  foverejgnty,  was  made 
prifoner   and  confined  by  Llewelyn,. 

£Z2.     He  and  his  fon  Owen  flain  \>j, 
lewelyn  at  Conway,  329* 

9.  David^ 
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DaviJ,  the  younger  fon  of  Llewelyn  ap 
'  Jorwerthi  the  favourite  of  his  father, 
369.  Seized  a  great  part  of  the  territo- 
ries of  his  elder  brother  GryffVdh,  and 
imprifoned  him,  371,  372.  oucceeds 
.  his  father  in  the  government  of  North 
Wales,  374.  On  his  refufal  to  re- 
leafe  his  brother,  is  excommunicated 
by  the  bilhop  of  Bangor,  377.  His 
uncle  king  Henry  advanced  with  an 
army  againfthim,38o.  His  treaty  with 
Henry,  381*  Did  homage  to  Henry^ 
and  delivered  up  his  brother  Gryffyuhi 
to  him,  3829  383*  OiFers  to  hold  his 
dominions  as  a  fief  of  the  holy  fee, 
386.  Ravages  the  eftates  of  the  Eng- 
li(h  lords,  3979  388*  Henry,  with  his 
£nglifh  and  Iriih  fubjec^,  dreadfully 
ravages  Wales,  389 — 394*  The  death 
and  buriid  of  David,  395. 

David^  the  younger  brother  of  Owen 
ap  Gryffydn  ap  Llewelyn  ap  Jorwerth, 
being  drawn  by  Owen  to  engage  in 
boftilities  againft  his  brother  Llewelyn 
princf  of  North  Wales,  was  taken  pri- 
soner and  confined,  400*  Fled  into 
England,  and  engaged  in  the  fervice 
of  king  Henry,  423.  Was  knighted 
in  kin^  Edward's  tervice,  442.  His 
reconciliation  with  his  brother  Llew-* 
elyn,  and  the  occafionof  it,  4529  453. 
His  refufal  to  confent  to  take  the  croju 
and  his  anfwer  to  the  archbi{hop  of 
Canterbury,  463,  466—468.  On  the 
death  of  Llewelyn,  became  prince  of 
Wales,485.  Himfelf  and  family  brought 
prifoners  to  king  Edward,  487*  Relics 

.  found  on  him  prefented  to  the  king^ 
ibldm  Condemned  and  executed  as  a 
traitor,  489.  His  death  clofed  the  only 
fovereignty  which  reniiained  of  the 
ancient  Brttiih  empire,  22,  490* 

Davies\  Dr.  di^onary  commended, 
112  note. 

X)ays  of  the  week,  names  of,  taken  from 
the  Saxon  deities,  41, 

t)eira^  Edwin  king  of,  extended  his  con- 
quefts  over  all  the  Britifh  territories 
in  Wales,  and  the  Ifle  of  Man,  82. 

and  Bernicia,  united  into  the  king- 
jiom  of  Northumberland,  84* 


Deni/bourniy  in  N<Mthumberland»  a  battle 
there  with  the  Saxons,  in  which  Cad- 
wallon  king  oSdie  Biltons  was  flain, 
85. 

Diganwy^  in  Caernarvonfliire,  the  refi- 
dence  of  the  prince  of  Wales,  was 

'  once  a  Roman  ftation,  64,  87,  390. 


built  by  the  earl  of  Ch( 


Deftroyed    by.  li^tning,  123.     Ke«* 
Chcfter, 

by  Llewelyn,  419. 


Be 


330.  Bj 

iteg^d  tw 


Henry  III.    39<>»J?3- 

Llewelyn,  405.  Taken  and  deftroyed 


Dlnevawr,  in  Caermarthenfliire,  ancient 
refidence  of  the  princes  of  South 
Wales,  137,  283,  296,  Befiegcd  by 
Henry  III.  who  was  defeated  by  Llew- 
elyn, 402*  Taken  from  the  Englifh 
by  Rhys  ap  Meredydh,  513. 

Dtjerth^  caftle  of,  repaired  by  Henry  IIL 

385- 
Diverjions^  of  the  ancient  Welfli,  i09-«-" 

112. 
Poor^keepiry2X  the  roptpsdace  in  Wales^ 

159. 

Druids  J  maflacred  by  the  Romans ;  fome 
retired  into  Ireland,  and  the  iflands  of 
Scotland,  10,  11,  i2«  Expelled  from 
Scotland,  540. 

Dubricius,  eminent  for  piety  and  learnings 
had  at  one  time  1000  fcholars,  was 
bifhop  of  LlandafP,  and  afterwards 
primate  of  all  Wales,  545 — 547, 

2)unothus^  abbot  of  Bangor,  81  • 

Dunwallon^  prince  of  the  Strath-Clwyd 
Britons  who  had  fettled  in  North 
Wales,   engaged  in  a  religions  life, 

176. 
Pykc^  Offa's,  from  the  Dee  to  the  Wye, 

93,  94* 
PyitwyJlirf  a  caftle  built  there,  294* 


^adbtrdy  king  of  Northumberland,  took 
Caer-ar-Ciwyd,  the  capital  of  the 
Strath-Clyde  Britons,  00,  9r4 

Eadredy  earl  of  Mercia,  defeated  by  the 
Britons^  139. 

Eaft  JngUs^  the  fifth  kingdom  of  the 
Hejptarcby,  70. 
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Bisfieeti^  in  the  Ifle  of  Thaner,  the  Saxon 
auxiliaries  land  the^f « the  place  allotted 
for  their  refidence,  4S1. 

Eielfrii^  king  of  Northumberland,  or- 
dered the  monks  of  Bangor  to  be  cut 
in  pieces,  but  was  afterwards  defeated, 
79 — 81. 

Edfridus^  king  of  Bernicia,  afiaffinated 
by  the  Welfli,  83,  84. 

Edgary  king  of  England,  exafis  of  the 
prince  of  North  Wales,  the  yearly 
payment  of  the  heads  of  ^oo  wolves, 
1 73.  Confirmed  the  privileges  of  the 
biinopric  of  Bangor,  and  received 
homage  of  the  Welih  princes,  175, 
176.. 

Ednertb  ap  Cadwean,  his  Tons  drive  the 
Normans  from  South  Wales  with  great 
flaughter,  237. 

Edivaly  a  minor  when  his  father  Cad- 
walader  the  laft  king  of  the  Britons 
abdicated  his  throne,  87. 

Edwal  F9iK  king  of  North  Wales,  fuc- 
ceeded  his  father  Anarawd,  and  was 
Hain  fighting  againft  the  Englifh  and 
Danes,  141,  142* 

Edwal  ap  Meyric,  king  of  North  Wales, 
174, 182.  Slain  in  a  battle  with  the 
Danes,  183* 

Edward^  prince  of  Wales,  fon  of  Henry 
111.  received  from  his  father  the  coun- 
try between  Chefter  and  the  river  Con- 
way, 39^.  The  Welfh  and  Llew- 
elyn having  revolted,  he  was  obliged 
to  retire  before  their  army,  404.  Is 
inclined  to  rdinquiih  his  dominions 
in  Wales,    407.     In  die   fubfequent 

'  periods  of  his  life,  he  purfued  the  un- 
fortunate Weli)i  with  a  cruel  and  vin- 
diQive  fpirit,  becaufe  they  expreiled 
relu£lance  to  his  fovereignty,  408. 
Arrives  from  France,  and  marches 
againfl  Llewelyn,  419.  Was  recalled 
by  his  father,  420.  Engage^d  in  a 
croifade  to  the  Holy  Land,  427.  Re- 
turns at  the  death  of  his  father,  and 
is  crowned  at  Weflminfter,  428.  Re- 

E aired  to  Chefter,  and  fummoned 
/lewelyn  to  do  homage,  430.  Detains 
Eleanor,  ta'whcmi  Llewelyn  was  be- 
trothed, 433.  Determined  to  obtain 
the  entire  conqueft  of  Wales,  ibid. 


,1- 


His  efforts  for  that  purpofe,  434"-*'438. 
-His  treaty  with  Llewelyn,  440—444. 
He  had  the  coffin  of  Arthur  opened 
at  Glaftonbury,  446.  Held  a  parlia- 
ment there,  ibid.  Pardons  Llewelyn 
on  his  fubmiffion,  447.  Delivers  up 
to  him  Eleanor,  448.  Attempts  to  im- 
pofe  on  the  Welih  the  Englifh  jurif- 
pnidence,  450, 45  x .  Remarbible  adion 
of  his,  45 1 ,  452  note.  His  preparations 
for  the  conquefl  of  Wales,  455,  4j|6« 
His  march  into  Wales,  and  hoflilities 
there,  456—458,  469, 470.  Was  ia 
a  dangerous  Ittuation,  471*  Meanly 
infulted  the  remains  of  Llewelyn,  4S39 
484.  Subdued  the  inhabitants  of 
bnowdun  and  all  the  country,  486. 
Proceeded  againft  David  the  laft  {ovt-- 
reign  of  Wales  as  a  traitor,  488—^90* 
Annexed  Wales  to  the  crown  of  Eng- 
land, 402.  Introduced  the  whole  fyf- 
tem  of^  Englifii  jurifprudence,  ;md 
granted  the  Welfh  their  liberties,  and 
great  privileges,  402 — 405.  Ordered 
ail  the  bards  to  be  hangea,  496.  Sent 
for  the  queen  to  Caernarvon,  where 
fhe  was  delivered  of  prince  Edward, 
508. 

E^ifi,  kingof  Deira,  conquered  Wales 
and  the  Ifle  of  Man,  82.  He  and  his 
fon  flain  in  battle,  83* 

Edwytij  eldeft  fon  of  JEtnion,  heir  to 
South  Wales,  179.  Obliged  the  chief- 
tains to  acknowledge  his  fovereignty, 

182. 

Egbert^  king  of  the  Weft  Saxons,  iilvaded 
Wales,  125.  United  the  Saxon  Hep- 
tarchy into  one  kingdom,  ibid.  Took 
Chefter,  and  affixed  the  penalty  of 
death  to  every  Welfhman  who  pafled 
the  limits  of  Offa's  dyke,  126, 127. 

Etnion  Urddy  an  eminent  Britifh  prijice, 
fon  of  Cynetha,  25. 

Einicn  ap  Owen  ap  Howel  Dha,  prince 
of  South  Wales,  annexed  Gwyr  to 
his  father's  dominions,  174,  ij6*  His 
death  and  charader,  178,  179. 

ElboMusy   archbilhop  of  North  WaleS) 

559- 
Ekanoty  daughter  of  Simon  de  Monf* 

ford,  and  niece  to  Henry  III.  betrothed 

to  Llewelyn,  431.   Detained  at  court 

by 
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by  Edward,  432.     Married  to  X/Iew- 

elyn,  448.     Died  in  childbed,  450* 
EUanor^  queen  to  Edivard,  446. 
£leutheriusj  bifhop  of  Rome,  fent  mif- 

fionaries  to  inftru£l  the  Welfh,  iq6* 
ElJUday  rlrbullt  Chefter,  141. 
Elisy  fon  of  Anarawd,  flain  in  a  battle 

with  the  Englifh  and  Danes,  141,  i42. 
Ella^  a  Saxon,  king  of  SuflTex,  59,  60. 
Emma^  iifter  to  Henry  II.    married  to 

David  prince  of  North  Wales,  312. 
England^  received  its  nam^  from  £gbert, 

126. 
■    ■  kings  of,  contemporary  with 

the  princes  of  North  Wales, 

Egbert  began  to  reign,  A.  D«  828. 


Ethel  wolf 

Ethelbald 

Ethelbert 

Ethelred  L 

Alfred  the  Great 

Edward  the  Elder 

Athelftan 

Edmund  I. 

Edred 

Edwy 

Edgar 

Edward  the  Martyr 

Ethelred  IL 

Edmund  Ironfide 

Canute 

Harold  Harefoot 

Hardiknute 

Edward  the  Confefibr 

Harold 

William  the  Conqueror    - 

William  Rufus 

Henry  I. 

Stephen 

Henry  II. 

Richard  I.  -  - 

g»hn  ^  - 

enry  III. 
Edward  I. 


838. 
857. 
860. 
866. 
872. 
900. 
925. 
941. 
948. 

955- 
959- 
975- 
978- 
ioi6« 

1017. 
1036. 
1039. 
1041. 
xo66* 
io66* 
1087. 
xioo. 

1154. 
1189. 
1 199. 
1216. 
1272. 

EngUJh^  received  a  terrible  blow  from 
the  Welfh,  268*    Entirely  driven  out 
of  North  Wales,  337. 
■  baroite  revolt  from   Henry  III. 

and  join  with  Llewelvn,  360. 
Efpa^  a  Saxon,  poifoned  Ambrofius,  61  • 
E^a^  fon  of  Hcngift^  took  refuge  in  York^ 


:  '^A  Taken  by  the  Britons,  62.   Slarp 

,     in  battle,  6j. 

EJixj  Suflex,  Middlefex  and  Kent,  given 

to  Hcngift  by  Vortigern,  46,  56. 
Effix^  from  whence  its  name^  59* 
£fylkf  daughter  to  Cynan  Tindaethw]c 

with  her  hufband  Mervyn  Vrych,  fuc- 

ceeded  her  father  in  the  government 

of  North  Wales,  i2a,  125. 
Ethelbaldy  king  of  Mercia,  fuccefsful  in 

his  hoftilities  againft  the  WeUh,  89, 90. 
Ethehvulpbj  king  of  England,  affifts  the 

king  of  Mercia  againft  the  Welfli, 

129. 
Euda^  duke  of  Cornwall,  eledbd  to  the 

fovereign  dignity,  24. 


Faganus^  a  ttiiffionary  for  the  converfion 
of  the  WcUh,  io6. 

Fitzbamimn^  Robertj  undertook  to  Tub- 
jugate  the  Welfti,  222—^24. 

Titzwarren^  lord,  warden  of  the  marches, 
264. 

FUancfy  a  Scot,  had  a  (on  by  N£ft, 
daughter  of  Gryffydh  ap  Llewelyn, 
from  whom  the  family  of  the  Stuarts 
was  derived,  204,  205. 
'  FUmingSy  a  colony  of,  fettled  in  South 
Wales  by  Henry  I.  251.  Others  of 
the  fame  country  permitted  to  fettle 
among  them  in  the  province  of  Pem- 
broke by  Henry  IL  284. 

F^riificatUnsy  lines  of,  eteded  in  Cale- 
donia by  Agricola,  17*  Line  of,  from 
the  Tyne  to  Sol  way  Frith,  erected  by 
Adrian,  i8.  This  rampart  fortified 
by  Severus,  19.  Again  fortified  by 
the  Romans,  28. 

FranStoHy  Adam  dtj  killed  Llewelyn  ap 
Gryffydh,  prince  of  Wales,  477. 


Gamefy  Welfh,  an  account  of,  wheie  to 

be  found,  112  note. 
GaU'iifper^  at  the  toyal  palace  in  Wales^ 

161. 

GaveU 


K 


«Aw« 


Cavel  kindy  property  divided  bv,  imong 
the  Britons,  3, 124I.9  23 1«  Ciiftom  of, 
a  fatal  Tourceof  diftreis  to  the  WeUh, 

264. 

Gaulsy  Britain  colonifed  by,  i. 

Germain,  St.  a  miffionary  in  3ritaii), 
35,  36,  106,  544—546.  Attempted 
to  eltablilh  a  naval  force,  37.  ** 

Gildasy  the  hiftorian,  difciple  of  St.  Ger- 
main, 546.   Cenfured  Maeigwyn,  75. 

Qiraldus  Qimbrenjisy  his  defcription  of  the 
manners  of  the  ancient  WeUh,  97— 
108. 

Glajionbury^  Arthur  interred  there,  446. 
A  parliament  held  there  by  Edward, 
ibid* 

Gryffydh  ap  Cynan,  allerts  his  right  to  the 
crown  of  N  orth  Wales,  214.  Succeeds 
Trahaearn,  who  was  flain  in  battle, 
216.  Betrayed  into  the  hands  of  the 
Englilh,  and  remained  long  in  cap- 
tivity, 2 1 7)  2 1 8«  Refcued  fromprifon, 
234.  Unable  to  defend  Aneleiey,  he 
withdrew  into  Ireland,  240.  Returned 
two  years  after,  and  concluded  a  peace 
with  the  Englifh,  242.  Repaired  to 
Henry's  court,  and  was  received  with 
honour,  255*  Contrary  to  honour  and 
friendfhip,  would  have  delivered  up 
Gryffydh  ap  Rhys  to  Henry,  256, 257. 
At  Henry's  death,  joined  the  Welih 
irt  their  general  revolt  from  the  Eng- 
li(h,  265.     His  death  and  burial|  271* 

■     Hischarader,  271 — 273- 
Grjffydh  ap  Gwenwynwyn,  one  of  the 
chieftains  in  Powys,  banifhed  by  Llew- 
elyn, 408.   Returned  to  his  allegiance, 
and  took  and  demoliflied  the  caftle  of 
Mold,  420. 
Cryffydh  ap  Llewelyn  ap  SeifyUt,  having 
defeated  and  flain  Jago  ap  Edwal,  fuc- 
ceeded   him   in  the   government    of 
North  Wales,  i^o«  Received  the  fub- 
miffion  of  the   inhabitants  of  South 
Wales,    10 1,    but   was  oppofed    by 
Howel  and  other  competitors,  191 — 
193.  Joins  with  Algar  earl  of  Chefter 
in  ravaging  the'  borders  of  England, 
1969  197.     Had  a  narrow  efcape  from 
the  £ngli(h,  199.     His  country  fub- 
dued  in  his  abtence,  200,  201  •    Put 


to  death  by  his  own  fubjeds,  202*  His 
chara£faer, '  2029  203* 
Grjfydh  ap  Llev^elyn  ap  Jorwerth,  was 
very  brave,  328.     Undutiful  to  his 
.father,  248.    Imprifoned  by  his  father 
fix  years,  367.     His  younger  brother 
David  feized  on  a  great  part  of  his 
territories,  and  imprifoned  him,  371, 
372.  Efforts  for  his  releafe  while  Da- 
vid reigned,  376—380.  Received  from 
David  by  Henrv,  and  confined  in  the- 
Tower,  383*    Killed  in  an  attempt  to 
efcape,  384.    His  remains  honourably 
interred,  399* 
Gryffydh  ap  Madoc,  lord  of  Dinas-Bran, 
iubmitted  to  Llewelyn,  408, 410.  His 
death  and  burial^  427  note, 
Gryffydh  Maelor^  fon  of  Madoc  ap  Mere- 

dydh,  his  death,  317. 
Gryffydh  ap  Rhys  ap  TeWdwr,  having 
remained  in  Ireland  for  fafety,j'eturned 
at  the  age  of  twenty^iive  into  South- 
Wales,  254.  For  fear  of  king  Henry, 
feeks  prote^ion  with  Gryffydh  ap  Cy- 
nan king  of  North  Wales,  255.  Makes 
his  efcape  from  GryiFydh,  to  avoid 
being  delivered  up  to  Henry,  256, 257* 
Takes  feveral  fortrefles  from  ^e  Eng* 
lifh,  257, 258.  The  chiefbiins  of  Caer- 
'     digan  efpoiue  bis  caufe,  258, 259*  His 

death  and  charaAer,  270. 
Gryffydh  ap  Rhytherch  ap  Jeftyn,   in 
endeavouring  to  wreft  South  Wales 
from  Gryffydh  king  of  North  Wales, 
loft  his  life,  195,  io6. 
Gryffydh  ap  yr  Tnad  C$chj  a  bard,  48 1  * 
Gueniver^  Arthur's  queen,  71,  73, 
Gutwin  Owen^  a  poet,  307  nifte. 
Gwedir  family,  hiftory  of,  493  ntte* 
GwcnlhioHy  an  aflertion  concerning  her 

contradrded,  266  note.  - 
Gwemvyntvyny  lord  of  the  higher  Powj^f 
foil  of  Owen  Cyveilioc,  his  hoftiiities 
with  the  EngliA,  323,  324.  Made 
his  fubmiflion  to  Llewelyn,  327.  De- 
tained by  the  Englifh  at  Shrewfbury, 
and  Llewelyn  gained  pofleffion  of  his 
territories,  329.  Joins  with  king  Joha 
as  his  vaflal,  330,  331.  His  territories 
laid  wafte  by'  Llewelyn,  340.  W^^ 
fiicceeded  by  bis  fon  Gryflydb,  378* 

Gwyr^ 


*  « 
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Gwp't  taken  and  laid  wafte  hy  Eintoti 

the  Ton  of  Owen,  174,  ijb*  and  by 

Meredydh  and  Rhys,  282. 
Gtuys^  the  caftle  of,  taken  by  tile  fons 

of  GryiFydh  ap  Rhys,  279.  Oeftroyed 

by  LlcwcFyn,  347, 


H 


Harlech y  caftle  qf,  in  North  Wales,  75^ 
136. 

HaroUy  ton  of  earl  Godwin,  marched 
intoNorth  Wales,  197,199.  Subdued 
the  country,  20 1.  £.re£ied  a  fplendid 
hoiife  at  Portafkewith,  205.  His  deaths 
and  the  confequence,  207* 

Hawksy  the  mafter  of,  at  the  royal  pa- 
lace in  Wales,  153. 

Heir  apparent  to  the  king  of  North 
Wales,  151. 

Helena^  daughter  of  Coet  prince  of  North 
Wales,  married  to  the  emperor  Con- 
ftantius,  22* 

Helena^  daughter  of  Euda  duke  of  Corn- 
wall, and. king  of  Britain,  24* 

Hengift^  a  Saxon  prince,  affifts  the  Bri- 
tons, 41—43.  r  eafts  the  Bridfli  king 
Vortigern,  and  gives  him  his  daugh- 
^ter  Rowenna  in  marriage,  45,  46^ 
Made  (brereign  of  Kent,  and  has  the 
poiTeffion  of  EiTex,  Sufiex,  and  Middle- 

'.  lex,  46.  Fights  againft  the  Britons 
by  land  and  Tea,  50.  Obliged  with  his 
troops  to  retire  into  Germany,  5x. 
Returns  into  Britain  with  four  thou- 
fend  Saxons^  and  impofes  on  Vorti- 
gern, 53,54*  Mailacred  above  300 
of  the  Britifh  nobility,  55.'  Is  con- 
firmed in  the  poiTefHon  of  his  former 
territories,  56.  Sends  for  more  Sax- 
ons, and  plants  colonies  in  Efiex  and 
MiddleTex,  59.  Is  defeated,  taken  pri- 
ibner,  and  beheaded  by  Ambrofius,  60b 

Henry  1.  fettled  a  colony  of  Flemings 
in  South  Wales,  251*  Prepares  to 
fubdue  the  Welfb,  251 — 253.  Makes 
peace  with  them,  254.  Invites  and 
entertains   GryfFydh   king  of  North 

'.  Wales,  255,  256.  His  wicked  mea- 
&ires  againit  GryfFydh  ap  Rhys,  260* 
Marches  with  an  army  into  Wales> 


hii 


X. 

261—064^  His  dea^,  tnd  the  confer 
quence,  265« 

Henry  Ih  permits  the  Flemtih  ibidiera 
to  fettle  among  their  countrjrmen  ia 
the  province  ofPembroke,  284*  At- 
tempts the  conqueft  of  Wales,  285— 
289«  Receives  the  fubm/iffion  of  Owen 
Gwynedh  prince  of  Wales  and  the 
chieftains,  290^  291*  His  boflilicids 
with  the  revdted  Welfh,  297 — 301. 
Ordered  the  eyes  of  the  hoftagcs  to 
be  pulled  out,  301  •  Makes  peace  witi% 

-  Rhys  ap  Gryf](ydh,  and  goes  into  Ire- 
land, 308.  Appoints  Rhys  ap  Gryf* 
fydh  chief  juftice  of  South  Wales, 
;io.  Gives  to  David  prince  of  Walc» 
lis  fifter  Emma  in  marriage,  312. 
His  deaths  317* 

Hettry  III*  receives  the  homage  of  Llew* 
elyn  prince  of  Wales,  344.    Rebuilds 

.  the  cafUe  of  Montgomery,  247.  Made 
an  inglorious  campaign  in  Wales,  352, 
353*  Applied  to  the  Pope  for  ijpiritual 
aid,  who  excbmmimicated  Llewelyn^ 
357*     Made  a  treaty  with  Llewelyn, 

259.  His  hoflilities  with  the  revolted 
arons  in  connexion  with  the  Welfh, 
360—365*  Made  peace  with  them, 
3^^9  3^7*  Employs  the  biihops  of 
Chefter  and  Hereford  in  a  negotiation 
with  Llewelyn,  for  holding  his  do- 
minions as  a  fief  of  the  Englifh  crown, 
370.  His  treaty  with  David  prince  of 
Wales,  in  which  arbitpUors  were  ap* 
pointed  to  fettle  all  niatters  in  dif- 
;  pute,  375.  Orders  David  to  feleafe 
-his  elder-  brother  Gryffydh  from  im- 
prifonment,  378*  Receives  homage 
from  David,  381.  Imprifons  GryfFydh 
and  his  eldefl  Ton  Owen  in  the  Tower, 
383.  Gives  to  his  eldefl  (on  Edward 
3ie  title  of  prince  of  Wales,  385. 
Entered  into  Wales  at  the  head  ot  his 
army,  and  rebuilt  the  caftie  of  Di* 
ganwy,  390,  391.  Makes  peace  with 
Owen  and  Llewelyn  ap  GryfFydh,  398, 
399.  Conducts  the  war  againfl  Llew* 
elyn,  405 — ^407,  409.  Makes  a  truce 
with  him,  413,  41 7,  Was  thrown  . 
with  his  fon  Edward  into  the  hands 
of  the  earl  of  Leiceiter,  4ZI  •  Obtains 
his  liberty^  425    Makes  a  treaty  with 

Llew*- 
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Llewelyn,   426,  427. 

428. 
Hereditary  fucceiSon  of  princes,  negleA 

of,  a  fource  of  mifcry,  213. 
Hereford,  bi(hop  of,  (lain  at  Glaftonbury 

by  Llewelyn,  198. 
Hermits,  among  the  ancient  Welfh,  109. 
Hobarty  condudted  the  remains  of  the 

Sirath^CIyde  Britons  into  that   part 

which  lies  between  the  Dee  and  die 

Conway,  138,  139. 
Holywell,  more  ftrongly  fortified  by  the 

carl  of  Cheftcri  23P* 
Honoriusy  the  emperOr,   renounced  the 

fovereignty  of  Britain,  28. 
Hope  caftle,  king  Edward  obliged  to  re- 
tire into,  457,  458. 
Horfoj  a  Saxon  prince^  comes  to  affift 

the  Britons,  with  his  brother  Hengift, 

41. 
Horfe,   mafter  of  the,  to  the  king  of 

Wales,  155. 

Hounds,  mafter  of  the,  to  the  king  of 
Wales,  157. 

Howel,  king  of  Armorica,  affifts  his  uncle 
Arthur  againft  the  Saxons,  66*  Is 
affifted  in  Armorica  by  Arthur,  70, 71. 

Howel,  the  younger  fon  of  the  late  king 
Roderic  Moelwynoc,  contends  With 
his  brother  Cynan  for  the  ifland  of 
Mona,  124* 

Howel  Dha,  prince  of  South  Wales,  ob- 
tained the  fovereignty  of  Powys  and 
North  Wales,  and  united  the  three 
principalities  into  one  kingdom,  143. 
Colle£led  the  cuftoms  and  laws  of 
Wales  into  one  code,  143 — 145.  His 
death  and  character,  146.  His  laws, 
147—171. 

Howel,  the  fon  of  Jeuav,  defeats  his 
uncle  Jago,  depofes  his  father,  and 
attains  to  the  fovereignty  of  North 
Wales,  174,  175.  Puts  out  the  eyes 
of  his  uncle  Meyric,  174.  Defeats 
Alfred  earl  of  Mcrcia,  178.  Was 
(lain  fighting  againft  the  Englifh,  179. 

Howel  and  Nleredydh,  fons  of  Edwyn, 
aifailinate  Llewelyn  ap  Seifyllt,  i88. 
Are  excluded  from  the  fucceilion  of 
South  Wales,  189.  Howel  driven  into 
exile,  190,  191.     His  wife  taken  by 


death,        Gryffydh  ap  Llewelyn,  191.    Howel 


(lain  in  battle,  193. 
Hewel,^  and  his  brother  Rhys  ap  Owen, 
youngeft  fon  of  Howel  Dha,  were 
murdered,  215. 


yaga  ap  Beli,  prince  of  North  Wales, 
founded  the  deanery  of  Bangorj  79.    - 

yago,  fon  of  Edwal  Voel,  with  his  bro- 
ther Jeuav,  fetting  aiide  their  elder 
brother  Meyric,  fucceeded  Howel  Dha 
in  the  government  of  North  Wales, 

.  171.  and  foon  conquered  South  Wales, 
172.  Paid  the  king  of  England  the 
beads  of  three  hundred  wolves,  as  a 

J  early  tribute,  173.  Jago  imprifons 
is  brother  Jeuav,  and  his  country  is 
J;reatly  diftreffed,  173,  174.  Being 
efeated  by  Howel,  fon  of  Jeuav,  he 

-  retires  into  England,  174, 175.  By 
the  affiftance  of  Edgar,  obtains  >n 
equal  fliafe  in  his  government  of  North 
Wales,  with  Howel,  175.  Was  im- 
prifoned  i>y  Howel,  but  allowed  t^ 
enjoy  during  life  his  portion  of  terri- 
tory, 177. 

Iceni,  a  Britifh  nation,  revolted  from,  the 
Romans,  and  were  reduced  to  obe- 
dience, 7. 

Ida,  a  Saxon,  founded  the  kingdom  of 
Northumberland,  74. 

yeuav,  the  fecond  ana  Jago  the  third  fon 
of  Edwal  Voel,  fetting  afide  their  elder 
brother  Meyric,  alTumed  the  govern- 
ment of  North  Wales,  171.  Became 
the  entire  fovereigns  of  Wales,  172. 
Jeuav  is  imprifoned  by  Jago,  173, 
174.  Delivered  out  of  prifon,  but 
depofed  by  his  own  fon  Howel,  who 
fucceeds  him  in  the  government  of 
North  Wales,  174,  175. 

yejlyn  ap  Gwrgaint,  lord  of  Glamorgan^ 
with  the  affiftance  of  Normans,  con- 
quer Rhys  ap  Tewdwr,  prince  of 
South  Wales,  221,222*  Is  difpoflefled 
of  his  territories  by  the  Normans,  224. 

Iltutus,  one  of  the  principal  fathers  of 
the  Cambrian  church,  64,  546. 

Infrr^ 
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JnfurreHUm  in  Wales  after  Edward  I. 
had  conquered  it,  by  Rhys  ap  Mere- 
dydh,  CI2,  513,  515,  Jl6,  by  Mael- 
gwyn  Vychan,  Morgan,  and  Madoc, 
517 — 522.  by  Gryffydh  Llwyd  and 
Owen  Glenawrdwy,  523. 

yoan^  a  daughter  of  king^  John,  given 
in  marriage  to  Llewelyn,  328. 

yohn^  king,  his  treaty  with  Llewelyn  ap 
Jorwerth,  prince  of  North  Wales, 
324—326.  Gives  Llewelyn,  his 
daughter  Joan  in  marriage,  328.  His 
expedition  againfl;  him,  331,  332. 
Concludes  a  peace  with  him,  333. 
Prepares  an  army  to  puniih  his  reVolt^ 
and  orders  his  hoftages  to  be  hanged, 
335*  DifmifTedhis  army,  and  returned 
to  London,  ^37.  Solicits  in  vain  the 
aid  of  Llewelyn  againft  his  rebellious 
fubje£ls,  ^40.     His  death,  341. 

yontmaly  eldleft  Ton  of  Meyric,  theeldeft 
Ton  of  EdwaV  VoeT,  itiurdered  by  his 
coufin  Cadwallon,  i8o« 

Jorwerth^  one  of  the  princes  of  Powys, 
fon  of  Bleddyn  ap  Cynvyn,  affifts 
Henry  I.  but  is  difgraced  and  im- 
priibned,  243,  244.  Is  releafed  and 
reftored  tohist^ritory,247«  Treach- 
eroufly  murdered,  248. 

yorwerthj  lord  of  Caer  Lleon  upon 
Ulke,  eicfted  by  Henry  IL  308.  Re- 
coveredf  the  city  and  caflle,  211. 

yorwerthj  eldeft  (on  of  Owen  Gwynedh, 
fet  afide'  from  the  fucceffion  on  ac- 
count of  a  perfonal  blemiih,  306,  319* 

irijby  invade  Anglefey,  25,  26,  1429 
173)  214)  390*  Their  fleet  defeated 
by  Llewelyn,  406,  407. 

Ithely  fon  of  Gryffydh  ap  Llewelyn,  'flain 
in  battle,  208. 

yuJge  of  the  palace,  at  the  court  of  the 
ancient  Wel(h^  154. 

yuHus  Frontinusy  a  Roman  general  In 
Britain,  15. 

yuUut^  a  n^artyr  in  Britain,  539. 

Ivory  fon  of  Alan,  obtained  the  fove- 
reignty  of  the  weftern  part  of  Britain, 
including  Saxons  and  Bretons,  88. 
Retired  to  a  cloifter,  ibid.. 

yurifprudencty  eftabliibed  by  Howe]  Dha, 

J64— 17>*  '      \ 


Kintj  Hengift  invefted  with  the  ibve- 

reignty  of,  46. 
Kentwyny  king  of  the  Weft  Saxons,  88. 
Xenulphy  king  of  Mercia,  makes  great 

devaftations  in  Wales,  125. 
Kettely  a  fevere  battle  at,   between  the 

Welih  and  Saxons,  128. 
Kingly  office  permitted  by  the  Romans 

in  many  provinces  of  Britain,  21. 
King's  prerogatives  by  the  laws  of  Howel 

Dha,  147 — 151. 
Kynwric  Hir^  his  bold  and  generous  en« 

terpriae,  234. 


Lands  m  ancient  Wales,  divifions  and 

tenures  of,  113—122. 
LaWf  criminal,  of  Howel  Dha,  169-^ 

Laws  of  Howel  Dha,  I47*-X7i# 

Llandovery  caftle  taken  by  Rhys  ap  Mc» 
redydh,  513. 

Llanwanoc^  battle  of,  between  the  Danes 
and  the  Welfh,  178. 

Urwifyn  ap  Seifyllt,  oy  right  of  his  wife 
Angharad,  daughter  of  Meredydh, 
fucceeded  to  the  principality  of  South 
Wales,  1 83*  Difpofleflfed  .£dan  king 
of  NorA  Wales  of  his  royalty  and 
life,  and  fucceeded  him,  185.  Put  an 
end  to  a  rebellion  in  South  Wales, 
186, 187.  Ereded  the  caftle  of  Rhudd- 
I^,  l88«  Was  aflaftinated,  ibid. 

Llewelyn  and  his  brother  Gronw,  the  fons 
of  Cadwgan  ap  Bleddyn,  raife  an  in- 
furre£iion  in  South  Wales,  to  re- 
venge the  murder  of  their  grandfather, 

215. 

Llewelyn  ap  Jorwerth  obtain^  the  fovc* 
reignity  of  North  Wales  as  his  right, 
in  preference  to  David  his  uncle,  319. 
His  treaty  of  peace  with  England, 
324—326.  Receives  homage  from 
the  Wei£h  chieftains,  327-  Received* 
Joan,  a  daughter  of  king  John,  iA 
marriage,  328.  His  hofiilities  in 
4  M  South 
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South  Wale$,  and  Aiccefs  againft  king 
John,  329—337.  Excommunicated 
by  the  Pope,  338.  Refufes  aid  to 
l^ing  John,  341.  Does  homage  to 
Henry  IIL  344.  Gave  one  of  his 
daughters  in  marriage  to  John  de 
Bruce,  a  powerful  baron,  and  another 
to  the  nephew  of  the  earl  of  Cbefter, 
346.  Violates  the  peace  with  Henry, 
34-69  347*  Puniflied  the  difobedience 
tt  his  fon  GryiFydh,  348.  His  hof- 
tilities  with  the  earl  of  Pembroke, 
349—351.  His  treaty  with  Henrv, 
353*  Puts  William  de  Bruce  to  deatn, 
and  for  what  caufe,  354.  His  con- 
federacy with  the  revolted  barons, 
and  hoftilities  with  Henry,  355—365. 
Treaty  of  peace,  366,  367^  Keleafes 
his  fon  GryfFydh  after  fix  years  con- 
finement, 367.  Received  the  oaths  of 
allegiance  from  the  chieftains  in  Wales, 
who  likewife  did  homage  to  his  fon 
David,  369.  Loft  his  vigour  of  mind, 
and  gave  notice  to  Henry  that  he  was 
willing  to  hold  his  dominions  as  a  fief 
of  the  Engliih  crown,  370*  His 
death  and  charader^  373,  374. 
Llewelyn  ap  Gryffydh,  with  his  brother 
Owen>  fucceed  their  uncle  David  ap 
Llewelyn  in  the  principality  of  North 
Wales,  397*  Paid  homage  to  Henry 
III.  399*  Ltewel^n  routs  his  bro- 
ther's army,  and  is  in  the  fole  pof- 
feffion  of  what  remained  of  the  mu- 
tilated kingdom,  400.  Revolts  from 
Henry,  400—402*  His  hoftifilies  and 
fuccefs,  403 — 406.  His  addrefs  to 
his  followers,  410.  His  truce  with 
Henry,  411.  Conditions  of  peace 
ratified,  ai6.  His  confederacy  with 
the  earl  ot  Leicefter,  418, 422 — ^424. 
His  treaty  with  king  Henry,  426, 
427.  Refufes  to  repair  to  Shrewfl>ury 
to  do  homage  to  king  Edward,  unlets 
hoftages  were  given,  429*  Had  been 
betrothed  to  Eleanor,  daughter  to  the 
earl  of  Leicefter,  and  niece  to  king 
Henry,  431.  Demands  her  of  king 
Edward,  434.  His  country  pofTefTed 
by  the  Englifti  army,  440.  Treaty 
eranted  him  by  Edward,  to  whom  he 
more  fealty,  440—444.     His  mar- 


riage with  Eleanor  celebrated  in  the 
prefence  of  the  king,  448*  Suf- 
tained  a  fevere  lofs  by  her  death> 
450.  He  and  his  brother  David  ex- 
cite a  general  infurredion  in  Wales, 
454*  The  revolt  fupported,  and  ne- 
gotiation is  without  effect,  455 — ^468. 
Leaves  David  to  guard  the  pafles  of 
the  mountains,  and  marches  with  a 
body  of  forces  to  South  Wales,  474, 
His  troops  defeated  and  himfelf  flain, 
477>  478.  His  charader,  480.  Ex- 
trad^  from  his  elegy,  481.  His  head 
fixed  on  the  Tower,  484.  His  daughter, 
her  education  and  marriage,  480  note» 

Llcegriaj  the  ancient  name  of  England,  2. 

Lloydj  Rev.  John,  commended,  504 
note. 

Lhvydj  Nathan^  a  chieftain  of  North 
Waks,  who  joined  king  Arthur,  67» 

Lollius  Urbicus^  a  Roman  general  m 
Britain,  i8. 

London^  its  ancient  names,  12* 

Lucius^  king,  fatd  to  be  a  chriftian,  abou^ 
the  end  of  the  fecond  century,  io6> 

537* 
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Mad9c  ap>  Ririd,  murdered  his  uncle 
Jorwerth,  248,  and  his  other  uncle 
Cadwgan,  249*  Had  his  eyes  pul 
out,  250.  . 

Madoc  ap  Meredydh,  prince  of  Powys, 
excites  Henrys  II.  to  invade  North. 
Wales,  285.     His  death,  204. 

Madoc y  a  fon  of  Owen  Gwyneah,  is  faid 
to  have  difcovered  America,  and  to 
have  fettled  there  with  fome  of  hia 
countrymen,  307. 

Madocy  an  illegitimate  fon  of  Llewelya 

.  ap  Gryffydh,  aflumed  the  title  of 
prince,  and  excited  an  infurredion, 
J17.  The  occafion  and  fuccefs  of  th& 
revolt,  516,  518.  He  was  routed, 
taken,  and  imprifoned  in  the  Tower,. 
522. 

Maelgwyn^  eldeft  fon  of  Cafwallon-laW'* 
hir,  and  nephew  to  king  Arthur, 
reigned  in  that  part    which  is  now 

called 
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.  called  Nerth    Wales,    64.    EleAed 

Icing  of  Britain,  75. 
Maeigwyn  Vychan^  zoxAmQrA  a  revolt  in 
Pembroke,  aad   was  executed,  518, 

519- 
MagnuSj   the   fon   of  Harold  king  of 

Norway,  took  poileilion  of  the  Ork-* 

neys  and  the  Ifle  of  Man,  and  affifted 

the'Welfh  againft  the  Englifh,  241  • 

Many  the  Ifle  of,  conquered  by  Edwin 
king  of  Deira,  82*  Mervin  Vrych, 
king  of,  124,  125. 

Manners  and  character  of  the  ancient 
Wellh,  97—122. 

ManoTy  one,  in  the  ancient  divifion  of 
lands,  contained  four  townlhips,  149. 

Manufcriptsy^  one  referred  to  in  the 
po&ffion  of  Philip  Lloyd  Fletcher, 
Efq,  233,  239.  One  of  Edward 
Llwyd  in  Sir  John  Seabright's  col- 
ledion,  321. 

Marchesy  the  lords  of  the,  eftablifhed  in 
,  Wales,  224,  225.  An  account  of 
them,  2/7 — 232.  Two  of  thofc  lords 
rebelled  againft  Henry,  243* 

MaJlacrei  by  the  Saxons ;  of  above  300 
of  the  Britifli  nobility,  55.  Of  the 
monks  of  Bangor,  80, 555.  Of  the 
Welfli,  96. 

Mafter  of  the  palace,  an  officer  at  the 
firiti(h  court,  152. 

Mathravaly  in  Montgomerylhire ;  the 
palace  of  the  princes  of  Powys  there, 

94»  '37« 
Maximusy  a  Roman  general,  married  a 

daughter  of  Euda  duke  of  Cornwall, 

and  having  ufurped  the  empire,  was 

put  to  death,  24* 

Mead-brewer  at  the  Britifh  court,  158* 

Menaiy  a  ftrait  which  feparates  Anglefey 
from  the  coaft  of  Caernarvon,  pafled 
over  on  horfeback  by  the  Romans 
under  the  command  of  Agricola,  1 6. 
Many  of  the  Englifh  there  loft  their 

'  lives,  470. 

Meirion  Gochy  betrayed  Gryffydh  prince 
,  of  North  Wales  into  the  hands  of  the 

Englifl),  217. 

Mercloy  kingdom  of,  founded  by  Crida,  fb* 
Meredydhy  king  of  South  Wales,  81. 
Meredydhy  prince  of  Powys,  fon  of  Owen 
prince   of   South    Wales,   ilew  the 


ufurper  Cadwallon,  and  became  king 
of  North  Wales,  i8o.  Difregarding 
the  rights  of  the  fons  of  Einion  his 
"eldeft  brother,  he  fucceeded  his  father 
as  prince  of  South  Wales,  i8x.  De* 
fer-ted  the  government  of  North  Wales, 
182.     His  death,  183. 

Meredydh  the  fon  of  Edwyn,  ap  Einion  ap 
Owen  ap  Howcl  Dha,  with  his  brother 
Howd,  aflaffinated  Llewelyn  ap  Sei- 
fvUt,  J  88.  Was  himfelf  aiTaffinated, 
190.  ■ 

Meredydhy  eldeft  fon  of  Owen  ap  Edwyn^ 
prince  of  South  Wales,  203,  205. 

Meredydh  ap  Bleddyn  ap  Cynvyn,  prince 
of  Powys,  delivered  himfelf  up  to 
Henry,  252.  Makes  peace  with  him, 
254.     His  death,  265. 

Meredydh  ap  Gryffydh  ap  Rhys;  his 
death,  284. 

Meredydh  ap  Rhys,  a  poet,  307. 

Meredydh  ap  Rhys  ap  Rhys  ap  Gryffydh, 

revolted  from  the  Welfli  confederacy 

to  the  Englifh,  412.    Held  his  terri* 

*  tory  immediately  from  the  king,  426. 

Merliny  a  prophecy  of,  471.  There 
were  two  Merlins,  86. 

Mervyn  Vrychy  king  of  Man,  married 
Efyllt  daughter  of  Cynan  Tindaethwy 
king  of  North  Wales,  and  fucceeded 
her  father  in  the  government,  124, 
125.     His  death,  128. 

Mervyn  ap  Roderic  prince  of  Powys, 
137^     His  death,  141. 

Metropolitan  fee  removed  from  Caer 
Lleon  to  Menevid,  now  St.  David, 

548. 
Meyricy  prince  of  South  Wales,  66. 
Meyricy  eldeft  fon  of  Edwal   Vocl,  fet 
'  afide  from  the  fucceffion,  and  had  his 

eyes  put  out,  1 74. 
Adeyricy  a  chieftain,  rebels,  and  is  flain 

by  Llewelyn,  186. 
Middlefexy  Hengift  put  in  pofieffion  of, 

46,56.    , 
Miio  Fitz  Wahery  his  brave  a£tion  of 

refcuing  the  countefs  of  Clare,  269, 

270. 
Moel-y-donny  a  point  of  land  in  Angle- 
fey, 469. 
Moldy  caftle  of,  in  Flintftiire,  taken  and 

deftroyed   by  the  Welih,  278,  279. 
'/  4  M  2  Taken, 
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Talten,  und  all  the  garrifon  put  to  the 
fword  by  David  ap  Llewelyn,  788. 
Taken  and  demolilbed  by  GryfFydn  ap 
Gwcnwynwyn,  420. 

Monaj  (Ifle  of  Anglefey)  Suetonius  iirft 
penetrated  to  it,  10.     Conquered  by 

'  ouetoniusand^Agricola,  13,  i6«  The 
refidence  of  Cafwallon  prince  of  Cam- 
bria, ^4..  Conquered  by  Edwyn  king 
of  Deira^  82.     oce  Anglepy. 

Monmouthj  John  lord  of,  warden  of 
the  marches^  his  troops  defeated,  3639 

364- 

fontgomery^  caftle  of,  befieged  and  Ie« 

veiled  to  the  ground  by  the  Welfb» 

036,  237.  Rebuilt  by  Henry  III.  347. 

Taken  by  Llewelyn  ap  Jorwcrth,  356» 
Mordnd^  appointed  by  his  unck  Ardiur 

regent  of  Britain,   proved  a  traitor, 

and  was  flain,  71—73.     His  two  fons 

murdered,  74. 
Morgan^  and  other  chieftains  who  had 

revolted,  fubmit  to  Edward,  519. 
MorgifiiUy  the  thirty- diird  bilhop  of  St. 

David*  murdered  oy  pirates,  C49. 
Morva  Rhtidd^lanj  an  ancient  ballad,  96. 
Mufictan^  the  chief,  at  the  Bridfh  courts 

]6a>  163. 
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Naval  power,  the  Britons  negteded  to 
eftablifli,  775  qi,  188. 

Nenniusy  firft  of  the   Britifh  hiftorians' 
who  mentions  the  bards,  498. 

Neroy  was  inclined  to  relinquifh  the  con« 
queft  of  Britain,  14. 

Nejiy  dauehter  of  Gryffydh  ap  Llewelyn, 
had  an  illegitimate  fon  named  Walter, 
who  was  the  origin  of  the  royal  houfe 
6f  Stuart,  204,  205.  Was  married 
to  Trahaearn  ap  Caradoc,  king  of 
North  Wales,  202,213. 

Nijiy  daughter  of  Rhys  ap  Tewdwr,  con- 
cubine to  Henry  L  and  had  two  f«ns 
by  him,  254.  Afterwards  married  to 
Gerald  de  Windfor,  governor  of  Pem- 
broke  caftle,   iHd.     Carried   off  by 

•     Owen  ap  Cadwgan^  245^  246. 

Ncbiiityy  Britiib,  mafikcred  by  Hengift, 

55'' 


Norman  noUlity  undertook  the  conqoeft 

of  Wales,  and  many  of  them  fettled 

there,  239. 
Northumberland^  Saxons  fettle  there.  47. 

Kingdom  of,  founded,   74.     Edwya 

king  of,  fell  in  battle,  83. 
Norwegians  affift  the  WcUn  againft  the 

Engliih,  241. 
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O^hiy  the  fon  of  Hengtft,  47,  6o«  His 
death,  63* 

Offhy  king  of  Mercia,  his  hoftUities  with 
the  inhabitants  of  South  Wakes,  Q2f 
95>  96.  and  death,  96*  His  Dyke, 
the  difcriminatine  line  between  Ae 
Welfli  and  Englim,  03,  94,  203. 

Officers  of  the  houfhoM  of  the  king  of 
Wales,  152—163. 

Orcades  fubdued  by  the  Saxons,  47. 

Ordovtcesy^  a  Britifh  nation  in  Nortif 
Wales,'  conquered  by  the  Romans^ 
8>io,  is>i6. 

(yricy  king  of  Deira,  flain  by  Cadwal- 
Ion,  83. 

OfhriiiSy  Scapuby  Roman  general  in 
Britain,  6,  ?•     His  death,  10. 

O/ivaldy  united  the  crowns  of  Deira  and 
Bernicia  iiito  the  kingdom  of  Norths 
nmberland,  84.  His  battle  with  th^ 
Briton^,    in   which  CadWallon   was 

flaio,  84>85. 

Oiven  ap  Edwyn  lord  of  Engtefitid, 
traiteroufly  joined  the  En^im,  '239, 
240W  Was  fucceeded  in  his  lordmip 
by  his  fon  Gronw,  251. 

Owen  ap  Cadwgan  carries  off  N4ft,  the 
beautiftil  wirc  of  Gerald,  the  governor 
of  Pembroke  caftle,  245,  246.  Mur- 
dered a  bifhop  and  all  his  attendants, 
247.  Accepted  a  commiffion  from. 
Henry  L  to  affaffinate  Gryffydh  ap 
Rhys,  260.  Was  flain  by  the  forces 
of  Gerald,  262. 

Owen  ap  Caradocy  in  the  defence  of  the 
caftle  of  CaermarthcA  for  Henry,  was 
flain,  257,  258. 

Owen    Gwynedhy    on  the   death  of  his 
father  Gryffydh  ap  Cynan,  under, the 
newly  adopted  title   of  prhicey  fuc- 
ceeded 
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ceeded  as  fovereign  of  North  Wales^ 
27^»  Made  a  diird  fuccefsfiil  expe- 
dition into  South  Wales,  ibid.  Le- 
velled the  caftle  of  Mold  to  the  ground, 
279.  Pulled  out  the  eyes  of  his 
nephew  Cynetha,  and  caufed  him  to 
be  caftrated,  283.  Being  attacked 
by  Henry  II.  he  (ubmitted  to  do  him 
homage,  285^-290*  Revolted  in  a 
general  confederacy  with  the  other 
chieftains  of  Wales,  297.  Took  the 
caftle  of  Baflngwerk  lately  fortified  by 
Henry,  j02.   His  death  and  chara£ter, 

^  304—306. 

Owen  op  Gryffydh  op  Llewi^n  confined 
with  his  rather  in  the  Tower,  383. 
Afterwards  taken  into  Henry's  fevour^ 
[97*  On  the  death  of  his  uncle 
Javid  ap  Llewelyn,  he  and  his  brother 
Llewelyn  eleded  joint  fovereigns  of 
North  Wales,  ibid.  They  conclude 
a  peace  with  Henry,  398,  399.  Owen 
not  enduring  a  partner  jn  the  go« 
vernment,  fights  with  Llewelyn  and 
is  taken  prifoner,  and  confined,  400. 
By  Llewelyn's  treaty  With  Edward^ 
Owen  is  releafed  from  prifon  and  re* 
ceives  bis  forfeited  eftatCy  442* 


3? 


Pidace  Smithy  at  the  Brififli  court,  i62« 

Pall  from  the  Pope  defcribcd,  552. 

Pandulphy  a  Saxon  general  flain,  68. 

Parijhes^  no  diftin<a,  for  the  clergy  at 
fcdft,  551.  The  inflitution  of,  oc- 
cafionedby  the  mafiacre  at  Bangor, 

S55>  557'  558- 
Pifcen^  fon  of  Vortigcrn,  induces  Saxons 

and  Irifh  to  fupport  his  claim  to  the 

crown,  60,  61.     Engaged  Eppa  to 

poifon  Ambrofius,  61. 
Patrick^   St.  converted  the  Iriih,    and 

prefided  over  their  church,  544. 
Paulinusy  fettled  a  fchool  at  Whiteland, 

in  Caermarthenfhire,  546. 
Pelagianifm^  difputes  about,    35.     Op- 

pofed,  544.    Eradicated  by  St.  David, 

547- 
Pilagtusy  a  Briton,  educated  in  the  mo- 

njSlcry  of  Bangor,  543,  544, 


Pimbroke^  a  portion  of  England,  229* 
In  the  poileffioD  of  Arnulph,  the  ion 
of  Roger  Montgomery,  238. 

Pembroke^  Earl  ot^  died  in  Ireland  by 
treachery,  365. 

Pifida^  king  of  Mercia,  83. 

Pinmaen  mawr^  a  fprtification  on  Snow- 
dun,  462.         ^    * 

PiftiUnce  and  famine  in  Britain,  85. 

Petilius  Cerealisj  a  Roman  general.  Tub- 
dued  a  great  part  of  the  Brigante^ 

15- 

Pkyfician  of  the  houJDiold  at  the  Britiih 

Court,  158. 

Pi^Sy  inhabitants  of  Caledonia,  20.  In- 
vaded the  Roman  territories,  23,  26» 
Attack  the  wall  of  Severus,  31.  De- 
feated by  the  Saxons,  42.  Driven 
outof  Northi,imberland  by  the  Saxons^ 

47- 
Plaiaiusj  a  Roman  general  in  Britain, 

6* 

PmIj  caftle  of,  in  Montgomeryfhire^ 
befieged  and  taken  by  tli^  archbiihop 
of  CaDterbury,  320. 

Pope,  rde^es  Wales  from  the  interdid^ 
and  abfolves  Llewelyn  from  his  oath 
of  homa^  and  allegiance,  334*    £x«> 
commumcates  Llewelyn,  335.    Ex- 
cites the  Wellh  againft  king  John^ 

337. 

Powysy  the  principality  of;  its  divifiont 
and  boundaries,  138.  It  was  nar- 
rowed by  Offa's  Dyke,  94.  The 
period  when  it  had  little  concern  with 
the  interefts  of  Wales,  226.  A  great 
part  of  it'  chanced  into  lordlnips 
marchers,  232.  rrinces  of,  revoked 
from  Henry  L  262«  The  death  of 
the  la'A:  prince  of,  and  the  dlvifion  of 
the  principality,  294. 

Powys^  the  Higher,  left  by  Owen  Cy- 
veilioc  to  his  fon  Gwenwynwyn>  322. 
Llewelyn  invades  it  and  gains  poT* 
ieffion  of  it,  329. 

Powys  Fadocj  underwent  feveral  divifions 
by  the  cuftom  of  gavel-kind,  and  was 
never  again  united  under  one  fove* 
reign,  294. 
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J^an^  at  the  Britifli  Court,  her  pre- 
rogatives, i5i«  Her  officers,  159, 
i6o. 


Haftulph  earl  of  Chefter  defeated  by  the 
Wclfh,  267,281. 

'Revinues  and  fervices  of  the  fubjeAs 
among  the  ancient  Welfli,  1 16 — 121. 

*JRJ)iwallon  and  Bleddyn,  fons  of  Cynvyn 
by  Angharad,  the  mother  of  GryfFydh 
ap  Llewelyn  the  late  king,  were  in- 
vefted'by  Edward  the  ConfefTor  with 
the  fovcreignty  of  North  Wales  and 
'Powys,  203.  Rhiwallon  was  flain  in 
T)attle,  208. 

RbudManj  cafile  of,  ere£ted  by  Llewelyn 
ap  SeiMlt,  188.  A  houfe  ereded 
there  for  the  knights  templars  by 
Henry  II.  288.  Cfallle  levelled  with 
the  ground  by  the  Wel(h,  303.  Strongly 
fortified  by  king  Edward,  428.  It 
was  often    his  refidence,  4589  4729 

487,  493. 

Jihuad'lan  marDi ;  a  dreadful  flaughter  of 
the  Wel(h  there, by  the  Saxons,  05, 96. 

Rhuddlan^  ftatute  of;  a  body  ot  laws 
for  the  Welfli,  493. 

Rhunj  fucceeded  his  father  Maelgwyn  in 
the  government  of  North  Wales;  had 
a  long  war  with  the  Saxons  of  North- 
umberland, 75,  76. 

Hhuriy  a  favourite,  though  illegitimate 
fon  of  Owen  Gwynedh,   278. 

JihySf  the  fon  of  GryfFydh  ap  Rhys, 
prince  of  South  Wales,  not  included 
in  the  general  peace  granted  by 
Henry  II.  291.  oubmitted,  but  the 
king  gave  him  only  a  few  lordihips, 
292.  Revolts,  and  conquers  Caer- 
digan,  203.  Does  homage  to  the  king 
and  to  his  fon  Henry,  295.  Revolts, 
in  a  general  confederacy  of  the  Welfh, 
.296.  Carries  on  hoflilities  with  Henry, 
297— -303.  The  king  granted  him 
|)eace,  and  gave  him  a  confiderable 
extent  of  territory,  -308.  He  is  ap- 
^pointed  chief  juttice  of  South  Wales, 


310.  His  peace  imbittered  by  hof^ 
tilities  with  his  fons,  320.  His  death 
and  character,  321.  He  was  the  laft 
prince  of  South  Wales,  412. 

Itbysj  brother  of  GryflFydh  king  of  North 
Wales,  put  to  death  by  the  command 
of  Edward  the  ConfefTor,  195. 

Rhysj  the  fon  of  Owen  ap  Edwyn, 
afTafCnated  Bleddyn  ap  Cynvyn  king 
of  N orth  Wales,  210.  He,  and  Rhy- 
therch,  the  fon  of  Caradoc,  were 
fovereigns  of  South  Wales,  214. 
Rhytherch  being  murdered,  Rhys  re- 
mained the  fole  fovereign,  215. 

Rhys  ap  Meredydhj  the  lord  of  Dinevawr, 
held  his  territory  immediately  from  the 

^ting>  437-     „    ^  . 

Rhys  ap  Mendydhy  being  cited  to  appear 

in  the  county  courts,  refufed  his  com- 
pliance, 512.  Begins  hoflilities,  5x3. 
Has  a  truce  granted  him,  514.  Raifed 
a  new  infurre£lion,  515.  Is  taken 
prifoner  and  executed,  516. 

Rhys  ap  Tewdwr^^xinzzfi^i  South  Wales, 
lineally  defcended  from  Howel  Dha^ 
216.  Quells  an  inlurre&ion,  2i9» 
220.     Slain  In  battle,  222. 

Rhyiherchy  the  fon  of  Jeftyn,  ufurped 
the  government  of  South  Wales,  and 
was  flain,  189. 

Rhytherch  ap  Caradoc  fucceeds  his  father 
in  the  government  of  South  Wales, 
209.     Was  murdered,  21-5. 

Richard  fucceeds  his  father  Henry  II, 
317.     Slain  at  the  fiege  of  Chalons^ 

324*    , 
Roderic  Moehvynoc   ap  Edwal  ap  Cad^ 

waladerj  fucceeded  Ivor  in  the  weflern 
part  of  Britain,  89.  That  part  being 
conquered  by  the  Saxons,  he  retired 
into  his  kingdom  of  North  Wales, 
9U  Died  and  left  two  fons,  Cynan 
Tindaethwy  and  Howel,  ibid. 
Roderic  the  Great  fucceeded  his  father 
Mervyn  Vrych  in  the  government  of 
North  Wales,  128.  Divided  his  do- 
minions into  three  principalities,  129. 
Changed  the  royal  refidence  from 
Caer  Segont  to  Aberffraw  in  Angle- 
f<^y>  '3i«  His  death,  132.  How  he 
left  his  three  principalities  to  his  three 
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fons,  132,  X33.  His  inftittttions  and 
charaaer,  133,  134. 

Roderic  lord  of  Anglcfcy,  fon  of  Owen 
Gwynedh,  304.  Imprifoned,  and  his 
territory  poilefled  by  his  brother  Da- 
vid, prince  of  North  Wales,  311. 
Efcaped  from  confinement,  and  re- 
ceived in  Anglcfey  as  fovereign,  315. 

Romans  invade  Britain,  4.  Conquered 
it,  and  reduced  it  into  a  province  of 
the  empire,  5 — 20.  Relinquifhed  the 
iiland,  28. 

Rowennoy  daughter  of  Hengift,  married 
to  Vortigern,  45,  46.  Caufes  Vor- 
timer  to  be  murdered,^  51,  52.  De- 
fires  her  father  to  return  from  Ger- 
many, 53. 

^^W  houUiold  of  Wales^  1^2-^163. 


Salopy  Roger  Montgomery  earl  of,  and 
other  Englifli  noblemen  flain  by  the 
Welfli,  237. 

Salt  works  in  Wales  deftroyed  by  Henry 
III.  411. 

Sampfon^  tvtrenty-fixth  bifliop  of  St.  Da« 
vid,  had  feven  fufiraean  bifhops,  548. 

SanSiuary^  privileges  o^  107,-  108,  122. 

Saxons  J  fettled  on  the  fea  coaft  from  Jut- 
land to  the  mouth  of  the  Rhine,  air. 
Their  form  of  government,  40.  Joined 
thfi.Pi£ts  and  Scots  in  the  invalion  of 
the  Roman  fettlements  in  Britain,  23* 
Joined  with  the  ViSts  in  the  invafion 
of  Cambria,  36.  Invited  by  the  Bri- 
tains,  39 — ^41.  Land  in  Britain  under 
Hengift  and  Horfa,  and  their  artifices 
and  hoftilities  to  gain  pofleffion,  42— 
57*  Their  hoftilities,  and  eftablifh- 
ment  of  feven  kingdoms,  62 — 76. 
Their  hoftilities  with  theWelfh,  79— 
00,  Q2— *96.  Conquered  the  Strath- 
Clyde  Britons,  and  thofe  in  the  Weft, 
90, 01 .  The  feven  kingdoms  united  un- 

.  der  Egbert,  and  called  England,  1259 
126. 

Schools^  eminent,  in  Wales,  545,  546. 

S^once-biarer  at  the  royal  palace  in 
Wales,  157. 


ScotSy  their  fetdement  in  Britain,  21. 

Scotusj  John,  invited  out  of  Wales  by* 
Alfred,  and  appointed  profefTor  at  Ox- 
ford, 131. 

Second' Jighty  in  Scotland  and  Wales,  102^ 
103. 

Severusy  the  emperor,  came  into  Britain, 

Shrewjbury  built  or  repaired  by  Mael- 
gwyh-tine  of  North  Wales,  75, 

■  ,  Roger  de  Montgomery  earl 
of,  did  homage  to  the  king  of  Eng- 
land for  Caerdtgan,  226.  Slain  by 
the  Norwegians,  241.  Robert  Belef- 
mo,  his  fon,  fucceeds  him,  243* 

Siluresy  a  Britifh  nation  between  the 
Severn  and  Wye,  8. 

Strigiy  commander  of  a  body  of  Irifh 
Scots,  landed  on  Mona,  25*  Was^ 
(lain  in  a  perfonal  encounter,  26* • 

Snowdufk  AtizxVbtdfy  136. 

Sovereignty  of- Britain  ele^ve,  3,-74. 

Stepheny  during  the  reien  of,  neither 
tribute  or  homage  paid  to  the  Engliflx 
by  the  Welfh,  276.  . 

Steward  of  the  houfhold  of  the  king  of 
Britain,  153. 

Strath^Chfdy  where  fituated,  140* 

Strath-'Qyde  Britons,  their  (bvereigns, 
21,  22.  Their  <  capital  befieged  by 
the  Saxons,  62.  taken  by  the  king 
of  Northumberland,  91.  Came  into 
Wales,  and  fettled  between  the  Dee 
and  the  Conway,  i?8r  139^  Britons 
called  this  new.  kingdom  Strath-^ 
Clwyd,  140.  United  to  the  kingdom 
of  Worth  Wales,  176. 

Strath'Towiy  a  deep  foreft-  in  South 
Wales,  257. 

Strongbow  earl  of  Strigil ;  the  terri-* 
tory  of  Cadwgan  given  him  by 
Henry  I.  247. 

Stuarty  royal  family  of,  its  origin,  204, 
205. 

Suetonius  Pau/inus,  a- Roman  general  iix 
Britain,  10 — 15. 

Sujixy  th©  pofTefTion  of,  given  to  Hengift,;. 
56.     Saxons  eftablifhed  there,  59. 

Swaney  a  Danifti  chieftain,  landed  iOi 
North  Wales,.  183. 

Toilaw^ 
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TeilaiVy  St.  bifliop  of  Landaff,  549, 550, 
Tenants  and  vaflals  among  the  ancient 

Welfli,   118,  120. 
Tenby f  the  callle  of,  taken  by  Meredydh 

and  Rhys,  the  fons  of  GryiFydh  ap 

Rhys,  283. 
Tenures  of  the  ancient  Welih,  112— > 
.  122. 
Tewdwr  Mawr^  youngeft  fon  of  Einion, 

ilain  in  a  battle  wittuF»4,ywl  ap  Mey- 

rtc,  179,  183. 
Thanet  aUotted  for  the  refidence  of  the 

Savons,  48. 
Theodoftus^  a  Rooun  general  in  Britain, 

13.  • 

Tojuknt  againft  the  Welib  by  Edward 

the  Confeflbr,    20CK     BanUhed    the 

king's    prefence    for  ill-treating  bit 

brodier  Harold,  20$>  ao6. 
T$wir    of   London  the    principal  re* 

pofitory  of  Welih  literature,  523* 
Traeth  Mowr^  a  pa&  over  the  Coiiway» 

^rabaeam  ap  CaradoCy  at  the  death  of 
his  cottfin  Bleddyn  ap  Cynvyn^  was 
raifed  to  the  t)»rane  of  North  Wales» 
213.    Slain  in  1mttl«»  2 16. 

Treaties  between  the  WeUb  princes  and 
the  Engli(h,  324—3*6,  333^  344, 
353*  359»  3^>  37 5>  38^3821  Vfi^ 

399, 416,  422, 426, 427»  44»— HJ* 
Trevy   or  townihip,    an  afleoiblage  of 

feveral  bids^  113. 

Tribute  paid   to  ii^iigland,  according  to 

the  iiidiitution  of  Roderic  the  Great, 

132,  172,201. 

'     from  South  Wales  to  N<M:tb 


Wales,  132. 
Trinohantesy  a  Britifb.  nation,  6« 


V 


yerannius^  a  Roman  general  in  Briuin^ 

10. 
)J(grulamium  ilormed  by  Julius  Ca^far,  5, 

■  ■     <     I-  by  the  Britons,  13. 

Vefpafian  fent  Julius  Agricola  into  Bri* 
4ain,  15% 


Vi£iorittuSi  a  Roman  officer  in  Britiin, 

26. 
lJm$n  of  Wales  with  England,  525— 

^  535- 

VortigerHy  by  the  murder  of  his  coufui 

Conftans  becomes  king  of  Bhtaiiu 
38.  At  firft  would  not  admit  Hengift 
to  ere  A  a  fortrels,  43.  Accepts  Hen- 
gift's  invitation  toa  feaft,  45.  Marries 
Kowenna,  the  daughter  of  Hengift, 
and  invefts  him  with  the  fovereignty 
of  Kent,  wrefting  it  from  its  originsd 
proprietor,  46.  Was  depofed,  and 
the  crown  given  to  his  eldeft  fon 
Vortimer,  49 .  Imprifoned  in  Cbefter, 
51.  Was  (pared  by  Hengift,  when 
above  three  hundred  of  the  Britifh 
mobility  were  mafiacred,  55.  Either 
deferted  the  throne  or  was  depofed, 
57.  His  caftie  in  North  Wales  burned, 
and  himfelf  and  all  his  women  periflied 
in  the  flames,  58. 

ykriimer  becomes  king  of  Britain,  OA 
the  depofition  of  Vorttgern  his  father, 
49.  Defeated  the  Saxons,  50.  Poi- 
foned,  by  the  order  of  Roweoaa,  5I9 
52. 

Vthur  PeBdre^n^of  the  Cornwall  fiiq>i]/, 
OB  the  death  of  Jiis  brother  Ambrofiiis, 
was  eleded  king  of  Britain,  62* 
Having  reigned  feventeen  years,  was 
poifoned,  63. 


W 


JVaksy  its  divifions  and  government,  y^. 
Its  divifions,  as  fettled  by  Roderic 
the  Great,  1359  136.  Entirely  con- 
quered by  the  Englifh,  stfter  it  had 
continued  a  diftind  nation,  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  Saxon  and  Norman 
princes,  more  than  eight  hundred 
years,  490.  Its  union  with  England 
completed,  525—535, 

I^artb  Wales  \  the  xra  of  a  dtftin& 
fovereigntv  in  that  part  of  Britain, 
34,  35-  The  fovereign  had  a  pr6- 
eminency  over  the  other  fovereigns  of 
Cambria,  64.  Received  tribute  from 
the  princes  of  South  WaJes  and  Powys, 
according  to  the  conftitution  of  Ro- 
deric 


N 


X. 


deric  the  Great,  1329 133.  Defcrlp- 
tion  of  the  country,  135,  136,  To 
what  limits  the  kingdom  was  reduced, 
226,  227*  In  danger  of  being  over- 
whelmed, 252*  By  a  folemn  ad  of 
the  fovereign  again  reduced  to  a  de- 
pendance  on  the  crown  of  England^ 
290* 
North  Walesj  kings  of, 
Cafwallon, 

-      A.  D.  517 
560 


Maelgwyn 
Rhun 

Beli  -  -        586 

Jago  ap  Beli  -        599 

Cadvan  ap  Jago  -      603 

Cadwallon  ap  Cadvan 
Cadwalader  ap  Cadwallon  676 
Roderic  Moelwynoc  ap  Ed- 

wal  ap  Cadwalader         720 
Cvnan  Tindaethwv  755 

Mervyn  VrychanaEfyUt  819 


Roderic  the  Great 
Anarawd  ap  Roderic 
Edwal  Voel 
Howel  Dha 
Jcuav  T  •     ^ 

Jago    J 
Howel  ap  Jeuav, 
Cadwallon  ap  Jeuav 
Meredydh  ap  Owen 
Edwal  ap  Meyric 
^dan  ap  Blesored 
Llewelyn  ap  oeifyllt 
Jago  ap  Edwal 
GryflFydh  ap  Llewelyn 


843 

877 

913 

940 

948 

973 
984 

986 

992 

1003 

1015 

1021 

1037 


35 

64 

75 
76 

79 

79 
82 

85 

89 
91 

I2S 
128 

135 
142 

H3 
171 

>75 
179 

180 

182 

184 

189 
190 

203 


Trahacarn  ap  Carafloc      1 073  213 

Gryffvdh  ap  Cynan  1079  ^^^ 

rrinces  of  North  Wales. 

OwenGwyncdh  A.  D.  1137  275 

David  ap  O  wen       -         1 1 69  307 

Llewelyn  ap  Jorwerth,     1194.  319 

David  ap  Llewelyn  1240  373 

LSyn  !  ^PG^y'^y^  ^^4^      397 
David  ap  GryfFydh  1 282       483 

itntth  Wales  defcribcd,  137.  The  prmc<;s 
of,  paid  a  tribute  as  a  token  of  fub- 
ordination,  to  North  Wales,  132. 
Aleredj?dh,   prince  of  South  Wales^ 


paid  tribute  to  the  Danes,  one  penny 
for  every  perfon  within  his  dominions, 
181.  The  principality  fubdued  by 
Englifh  lords,  225,  226.  The  Eng- 
lifli  driven  out,  237.  Seven  eminent 
chieftains,  lords  in  South  Wales,  did 
homage  to  Henry  11.  and  his  fo» 
Henry,  312. 

TValeSy  fenglifh  princes  of}  Edward,  Ton 
of  Henry  III.  385*  Edward,  fon  of 
Edward  I.  509. 

Walter^  an  illegitimate  fon  of  Ned,  tise 
daughter  of  Gryfl^dh  ap  Llewelyn, 
was  appointed  Lord  Steward  of  Scot- 
land, and  from  his  office  his  de- 
fcendants  took  the  name  of  Stuart, 
204,  205. 

IFakers^  ttie  Rev.  John^  the  authdr  much 
indebted  to  him,  504. 

Warden  of  the  Marches,  Richard  de 
Belmarfli,  biibop  of  London,  244. 
Lord  Fitzwarren,  264*  John,  lord  of 
Monmottfh,  363. 

Watchman  of  the  palace  of  the  king  of 
Wales,  162. 

Wel/ky  the  ancient,  manners  of,  97-^ 

122. 

-,  united  with  the  Danes  againft  the 
Saxons,  126* 

•,  their  laws,  147— iTi. 

reduced  to  the  greateft  diftrefs  by 
d^  depredations  of  the  Irifli  and  Eng<- 
lifli,  394.  Entirely  conquered,  490* 
Their  charafter,  403,  490,  491,  525- 
Declared  tb^t  they  would  not  obey 
one  who  was  not  a  native  of  Wales^ 
or  a  refident  there,  508.  Raife  infur* 
regions  after  they  were  conquered, 
S13 — 523.  Petition  for  an  union  with 
England,  528 — '533.  which  was  grant- 
ed them  by  z&  oi  .parliament,  533-* 

535- 
Wel/h^hr^nicle^  extra<9from,  an. 

Weffex^  the  kingdom  of,  founded,  62»  70. 

Wtddringion^  at  the  battle  of,  Cadwallon 
routed  by  Edwin  king  of  Deira,  82. 

Wightj  the  ifle  of  j  the  Belgic  inhabi- 
tants engaged  in  commerce  refided 
there,  6. 

William  of  Novmandy^  while  he  conquered 
England,   the  Welfli  wei-e  inactive, 

4  N  joj. 
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20J»  Coafbiracy  againft  him,  in  which 
fome  Welu  chieiiains  wtre  involved, 
2P9,  210.  He  received  homare  and 
the  oath  ot  fealty  from  the  Wellh 
princes,  218.  .     ,    ^  * 

JFWtfnr  Rufitt^  in  the  reign  of,  die  Wel(h 
niitied  vnm  fury  on  the  £ngli(h 
'  Marches,  220*  Jpxcited  the  Engliih 
lords  to  conquer  the  Welfli,  225,  239* 
240.  Marched  againft  the  Welfli  and 
is  repulfed,  236.    Entered  Wales  a 


fecond  tinie  at  die  head  of  an  a^iajr, 

and  returned  with  difgraoa,  2389  239* 

His  death,  14^. 
^odoh  ^  foiinoer  cf  the  Saacoa  aation^ 

and  regarded  ^s  the  dcily  whopreMed 

inwar,  41.        .. 
WJvih  beads  or,  foai  a*  a  tv&ute  by 

the  WeUh  to  king  £dgar«  \J2*s 
W9tt9n%Dr.  edition  of  iht   laws  oC 

HowdDha^  ijojm/^. 
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Names  0/  Places^  andfimt  otbit  Wordi^  British  and  Enousa* 


ABER^  that  point  where  a  river  dif- 
'^    charges  itfelf  into  another  river  or 

the  tea* 
Abirdaugliddau^  Milford  Haven. 
jAergrfni^  Abergavenny. 
Jbirhwddu^  Brecknock. 
JUtby  Alle&us,  the  name  of  a  pcincev 
^,  fon. 
jfrii^&fi^,  inhabitants  northof  the  Dyfi; 

Ordovices. 
Arghvjdhiy  lords. 


SiirJdy  bards« 

Bilaj  martin. 

SriHhui  Cymru  Qtty  king  of  all  Wales. 

Brtnhin  Prydain  CUly  king  of  all  Britain* 

Brigyntwysy  firft-comers^  Brigantes. 

BrymUby  fiernicia^ 


Caer-^ar^Qwfdy  a  town  ftanding  on  the 

Clyde ;  l3un  Barton. 
Coif  Badofij  Bath  ;  by  Ptolomy,  Aquae 

Caltdae },  b v  the  Saxons,,  Bathe. 
Cair  Efrogy  York  \  Euerwyke,  by  the 

Saxons^  Eboracum^l^y  the  Romans. 


CairGawfy  Stone-henge. 

Catr-LUon^ar^Ddyfrdwyy  die  city  of  the 
legions  upqn  the  water  of  Dee^  Chef- 
ler  'y  by  the  Saxons^  Legan-Ceftre  t 
in  Latin^  Deva.' 

Caer^LUoh-ar^JVylgy  the  city  of  legions 

•    upon  the  river  Ufke* 

Caer  Luddyfiom  king  Ludd;  Llundaini; 
London.  ^ 

CoiT  tVitUy  Winchefter* 

CamaUd^dditty  and  Carndditiy  Camiilo- 
dunum. 

CamirrfCochi  the  foreftof  Pean» 

Caraaogi  Caradacus. 

Car^ny  Caraufius. 

CaBvaUoHy  Caffiveltaunus. 

Catbgoedy  polecat*. 

Crfn-y-biddy  the  top  of  the  grave^ 

Ciawdb  Ofay  OfFa's  dyke* 

Com^hudtny  cornet,,  or  bugle  horx^ 

Opnruy  Wales. 

Cymry^  the  WeUh. 

CyruUyrHy  Caxtigern,  (Voitimec's  bro- 
ther*} 

Cynfelyny  Cunobeline. 

Cynwy^  or  chief  water,  Conway. 

Cfftinyn  Ddu^  Conftantinc  the  Black. 

5  Oilfr^ 
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D^rwfJdiKy  or  DrywiM^n^  Druids. 

Dial  Hadriy  Roderie's  revenge. 

Dinas  Beli^  from  having  been  the  refi- 

dence  of  Belus ;    oiigina^y  Tfone- 

wydd ;  London.       ,^     \ 
Dinas  Favur^  at  the  great  p^ace  i  liilie*. 

vawr.. 
Dinhicb^  l)ent)igh«    ' 
Dinwfdr^  Widdrington. 
Dinofthj  Dunothus  (abbot  of  Bangor.). 
Djftij  Pembroke^ 

Emrii  WUiAg^  Ambrofius.^ 

Gkvmaefiy  the  tribute  of  the  black  army. 

Gochj  red  head. 

Qjoeangiaidj  a  number  of  ftout  young 

men  belonging  to  each  nation^  whofe 

bufineis  vras  to  proted  the  cattle; 

Cangi. 
Gwrtbefyr  Feniigatdy  eldeft  fon  Vortimcr. 
Gwirthiyrn  Gwrthenauy  Vorttg.ern« 
Gwyf'  Wye. 
i^ujyddy   (a  confpicuous  placed  Ifle  of 

M^ight. 
Gwyfi£dd,p,2i.  GwyneSyf»i^^,  North 

Wales;  the  Fenakcia  of  die  Romans. 
Gwyr-y-mars^  the  men  of  Mercia* 

Hrfretiy  Severn. 
Hen  Fynyvo^  M^nevia. 

IJihuyry  Lowlanders. 
Iwrcby  roebuck. 

Law^hir^  long-handed. 

Llanymddjfrij  Llandovery. 

Lbegr^  Lngland. 

Lfydawy  (along  the  water)  Armorica, 

Macfen  IfTedig^  Maximus. 
JMaelged^  a  tribute. 
Mae$  Mawry  Salifbury  plains. 
Manawy  Ifle  of  Man. 


Mfddj  mead. 
Mtddrawd^  Mordred. 

Pengwern^  (the  head  of  a  place  where 

alders  grow)  ^athraval. 
'  PeHriHon^  ftajltzas.  ^ 
Pihg^rHi  pipC)  (^  murical.jpftfliKxm«nt.) 

•* 

Rhuddlany  red  banks. 
Rhfd  Tchen^  the  ford  of  Oxen ;    by  the 
oaxonSyOx^nford;  Oxford. 

Saefon^  Saxons. 

JSaefonaeg^  the  Saxon  language. 
Seaxesy  a  (cytne.  "  '  • 

Sirigiy  the  rover. 

Tabwrddy  tabret. 

Tafwyfcy  or  Tame  water ;  Thames. 

TtegetJigly    Tegenia    by    the    Romans ;  ; 

Englefeld  by  the  Saxons;  a  part  of 

Strath-Clwyd. 
7elyn^  harp. 
Yiyrngedy  royal  tribute. 
TraUwngy  Pool  (in  Montgomeryfhire}.  ■ 
Treffynnony  Holywell. 
7r?n-ohantwySy  Trinobantes. 
T^r9ntujyddy  or  New  Troy  ;  London. 
?y  Dewiy  St.  David,  formerly  Menevia.  . 
3y  Gwyn  ar  Defy  Whiteland  in  Caer« 

marthenihire. 
7yvi)iy  the  river  Towi  in  Caermarthea*  - 

fhire. 

Vcbcyniaidy  upper  fcttlers  ;  Iceni. 
tVUdigy  illuftrious. 

Tnys  AfaUony  .or  Tnys  JVydrin^  GIafton« 

bury  abbey. 
Tryriy  mountains' of  fnow,  Snowdun. 
rjlradClwydy  Strath-Clyde. 
Ij/irad  Ffiuvy    StraU-Florida,    (in    the  : 

county  of  Caerdigan.) 
Tftradgwyy    bordering    on    the    Wye  5  » 

Radnorihire. 
Tftrad  Tiuiiy  the  banks  of  the  Towi* 


•  # 
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